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CHAPTER  XII.-Ccm/i/ii/rrA 

OVAGE    BOUND   THE  WORLD,    BT   CAPTAIN    GEOR.r.    SIICI.* 

Scmoic  V. 
foyagefrom  Ca/i/onua  io  CantoH  im  China. 

[JKTE  feH  in  with  the  const  of  Ca/ifhnha  on  the  1 1th  of 
WW  AugLmtf  Bkid  ns  soon  ns  wc  were  cii»covor»l  !)y  O**^ 
p  they  made  fiiQ«  on  the  shore  ■•  ^c  saile*'-  r*"** '  '^**" 
cvcoin^,  two  of  theiii  «.Mnie  otT  on  '  fark  li»<;f  mul 
with  difficulty  induced  to  cumeon  board.  Seeing  our 
■BOet  ftandin^  promihcuouiKly  ainon;^  the  wliiies,  they  an- 
nif  0Cp««led  theni  from  u«,  and  would  lianlly  sufler  llitni 
I Jpok  at  HI.  They  then  made  f«i^)s  for  us  to  s»it  down,  Ai- 
oae  of  them  put  liimself  into  ktrnn^e  po^turest 
to  oi  with  great  vehemence,  and  lieeniing  tu  l)o  in  a 
^  rt  of  extacy,  running  from  one  to  the  otlior  of  us 
gMat  Tehemeoce^  coutmually  Ongiug,  sjicakinj;,  and 

U  XU  FABT  I.  A  rUDBing, 
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running,  till  quite  out  of  breath.  Night  coming  on,  they 
were  for  departing^  when  we  gave  them  a  knife  and  an  old 
coat  each,  with  which  they  were  much  pleased,  and  invited 
us  by  signs  to  go  on  shore  along  with  them.  On  the  15th, 
we  were  near  Porto  Leguro,  whence  some  of  the  natives 
came  out  to  meet  us  on  bark-logs,  while  others  niade  fire% 
as  if  to  welcome  us,  on  the  tops  of  hills  arid  rocks  near  thie 
the  sea,  all  seemingly  rejoiced  to  sec  us ;  those  on  share 
running  up  and  down  to  each  other,  and  those  on  the  bari^- 
logs  paddling  with  all  their  strength  to  meet  us. 

lio  sooner  was  our  anchor  down  than  they  came  ofFto  ui 
in  crowds,  some  on  bark-logs,  but  most  of  them  swimmiiM[| 
all  the  while  talking  and  calling  to  each  other  confusedly.  Uk 
an  instant  our  ship  was  full  of  these  swarthy  gentry,  all  qilj^ 
naked.  Among  the  rest  was  their  king  or  chiei^  who  was 
no  way  distinguishable  from  the  rest  by  any  particular  onuh 
xnent,  or  even  by  any  deference  paid  to  him  by  his  people 
his  only  ensign  of  sovereignty  being  a  round  black  stick  of 
hard  wood,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  long.  This  being  ob* 
served  by  some  of  our  people,  tliey  brought  him  to  me,  and 
concluding  that  I  was  the  chief  of  the  ship,  he  delivered  hii 
black  sceptre  to  me  in  a  handsome  manner,  which  I  imme- 
diately returned.  Notwithstanding  his  savage  appearance^ 
this  man  had  a  good  countenance,  and  there  was  something 
dignified  in  his  manner  and  bdiaviour.  I  soon  found  aiivi^ 
to  regale  them,  by  setting  before  them  abundance  of  otv 
choicest  Peruvian  conserves,  with  which  they  seemed  modi 
gratified.  They  were  accommodated  with  spoons«  uc^fljlf 
silver,  all  of  which  they  very  honestly  returned.  '*  *^' 

Having  thus  commenced  friendship  with  the  nktive%  Z 
sent  an  officer  ashore  to  view  the  watering-place ;  and,  tQI 
make  him  the  more  welcome,  I  sent  with  hin^.s^'^e  coarse  bhM 
^aize  and  some  sugar,  to  distribute  amon^^  '^'Womeni*  Om 
ifiS^^gr  our  boat  ready  to  put  off,  the  ki*«g^*  ^s  for  accoinpt* 
nying  iici-  ux  k;,  l^  i  .-ju^,  .but. I  i^^rsuaded  him  to  go  in  thi 
boat,  with  which  Im  acemed  to  be  much  gratified.  The  »* 
mainder  of  the  day  was  spent  with  our  wild  visitors,  whob»< 
Iiaved  in  general  very  quietly.  The  officer  returned  with  m 
account  of  having  been  very  civilly  received,  and  we  prefM 
yed  our  casks  for  being  sent  ashore  next  morning.  Althoii|^ 
at  first  view,  the  country  and  inhabitants  might  dissuade  li 
from  venturing  freely  among  them,  I  had  formerly  read 
ppcounts  of  these  people,  that  I  was  under  no  appreb^ 
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ofbeiii^  molested  in  wooding  and  watering.    The  Califiir- 
iHDBj  nowever,  i^pearcd  very  terrible  to  our  negroes,  in* 
sotmeb^  that  one  of  them^  who  accompanied  the  officer  on 
ahote^  was  afraid  to  stir  from  the  boat,  and  held  an  axecon- 
MiBt^  in  his  handy  to  defend  himself  in  case  of  being  ate 
tacked.     Chi  the  approach  of  night,  nil  the  Indians  swam 
ariwre^  leaving  us  a  clear  ship,  ailer  the  fatigues  of  the  day. 
Next  morning,  at  day-break,  our  boat  went  ashore  with 
the  pec^Ie  appointed  to  cat  wood  and  fill  our  water-casks  ; 
and  before  the  sun  was  up»  our  ship  was  again  filled  with  our 
ibnner  guests,  who  seemed  never  satisfied  with  gazing  at  us 
ad  every  thing  about  the  ship.    That  nothing  might  be 
VHitilig.to  keep  up  our  amity,  I  sent  a  large  boiler  on  shore, 
ifitfa  a  good  store  of  flour  and  sugar,  and  a  negro  cook,  who 
continually  boiled  hasty-pudding,   to  serve  the  numerous 
guests  cm  the  beach.   At  first  the  natives  remained  idle  spec- 
titorsof  our  labours;  but  at  length,  taking  compassion  to 
aee  our  tew  men  labouring  hard  in  rolling  great  casks  of  wa^ 
ter  over  the  heavy  sand  in  the  sultry  heat  of  the  day,  they 
put  forth  their  hands  to  help  them,  encouraged  by  the  par- 
ticular readinrss  of  their  chief  to  serve  us;  for,  alter  seeing 
Mr  Randal  take  up  a  log  of  wood  to  carry  to  the  boat,  he 
tock  up  another,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  two  or 
three  hundred  of  the  natives,  so  that  they  eased  our  men 
mightily.     They  also  rolled  our  casks  down  to  the  beach, 
but  always  expected  a  white  man  to  assist  them,  though 
quite  satisfied  if  he  only  touched  the  cask  with  his  finger. 
TL.    .'iscd  our  men  of  a  great  deal  of  fatigue,  and  shorten- 
ed the  time  sf  our  stay  at  this  place.    We  even  found  means 
to  m^fje  those  who  used  to  stay  all  day  on  board,  of  some  use 
to  x^jplbr,  ift^n  we  came  to  heel  the  ship,  we  crowded  th^pi 
alF^rpiT  on  ^}r^  ."^ide,  which,  with  other  shifts,  gave  her  a  deep 
be^  wlufe  Wi-     '^ned  and  paid  her  bottom  with  pitch  a/   . 
tallow.  -f'     i.  ,  -J 

TheTiatives  seemed  every  day  mor^.  nd  more  attached  to 
us.  When  our  boat  went  ashore  in  tlfe  morning,  there  was 
constantly  a  large  retinue  in  waiting  on  the  beach  for  our 
people^  and  particularly  for  those  whom  they  guessed  to  be 
above  the  common  rank,  by  their  better  dress.  By  this  time, 
the  news  of  our  arrival  had  spread  through  all  the  neighbour- 
ing parks,  and  some  natives  of  different  tribes  from  that 
wmch  dwelt  about  the  bay,  came  daily  to  visit  us.  Those 
who  came  from  any  distance  in  the  inland  country  could  not 

swim. 
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•wim^  mill  were  diiTcrcntly  painted,  beHicIcff  fomo  other  ti- 
tible  diMtitictioiiH ;  but  all  united  amicably  tu  anftint  uh,  and 
hardly  any  were  idle  except  the  women,  wlio  unctl  to  iit  in 
oirclcM  on  the  vcorchinfr  mmd,  waiting  for  thirir  Hhareii  of  what 
wan  goinf^  forwards,  wliich  tlicy  received  without  any  quar- 
relling among  thcmNelves  ulnmi  the  inerjtudity  (rf'diHtribution. 
Having  completed  our  butincM  in  five  dayi^  we  prepared  for 
our  departure  on  the  Ifttli  Augunt,  and  employed  that  morn- 
ing in  making  a  largo  distribution  of  iugar  among  the  wo* 
men,  and  gave  a  great  many  knivea,  oluaxei,  and  old  iron 
miicmg  the  men,  being  the  most  valuable  presents  we  coukl 
make  them ;  and,  in  return,  they  gave  us  bows  and  arrows^ 
deer-skin  bags,  live  foxes  and  squirrels,  and  the  like,  lliat 
we  might  impress  them  with  awe  of  our  superior  power,  we 
•aluted  tlicm  with  five  guns  on  loosing  our  top-sails,  which 
greatly  frightened  them,  and  there  seemed  an  universal  damp 
on  their  sinrits  on  seeing  our  sails  lrx>N(«d,  as  %orry  for  our 
•pproaching  departure.  'Ilie  women  were  all  in  tears  when 
my  people  were  coming  oflf  to  the  iihip ;  and  many  of  the 
men  remained  till  we  were  under  sail^  and  then  leapt  into 
the  sea  with  sorrowful  countenances. 

I-Iaving  made  Mime  sta^  in  California,  some  account  of 
that  country  and  its  inhabitants  may  be  exiK*ctiKl ;  though  I 
believe  u  complete  discovery  of  its  extent  and  l)oundarics 
would  produce  few  real  advontagCK,  except  sati»fyitig  the  cu- 
rious, riiat  part  of  California  which  I  saw,  being  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  its  western  coast,  appears  mountainous, 
barren,  and  sandy,  much  like  some  parts  of  Peru ;  yet  1  ho 
soil  about  Vorio  l^guro,  and  most  likely  in  the* etlicr  vallies, 
is  a  rich  black  mould,  oiid  when  turnecl  up  fresh  t(»  tlic  sun, 
Ap|>cars  as  if  intermingled  with  gold-<iust.  We  endeaTOUrcci 
to  wai»h  ond  purify  some  of  thit;,  and  the  more  thiiv  was 
done,  the  more  it  appeared  like  gold.  In  order  lo  l>c  far- 
ther stttihried,  I  brought  awuy  some  of  this  earlli,  but  it  was 
afterwards  lost  in  our  confusimis  in  C'hina.  I  lowevcfr  tlits 
may  Ih*,  California  probobly  alxjunds  in  metals  of  all  sorta^ 
though  the  native's  had  no  ornaments  or  uieiuils  of  any  me- 
tal, which  is  not  to  be  wondercil  at,  as  they  are  {icrfectly  ig- 
norant of  all  arts. 

The  a>untrv  has  plenty  of  wckm],  but  the  trees  are  very 
amflll,  hardly  better  than  iiuf»hrM.  But  woods,  which  are  an 
ornament  to  most  other  countries,  serve  only  to  make  thta 
Appear  tlic  more  desolate ;  for  locusts  sirarm  hero  in  such 

numbers. 
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mtmbers,  that  they  do  not  leave  a  green  leaf  on  the  treeSb 
Jh  the  day,  these  destructive  insects  are  continually  on  the 
viDg  in  clouds,  and  are  extremdy  troublesome  by  flying  in 
one's  faaoe.  In  shape  and  size  they  greatly  resemble  our 
green  grasshoppers,  but  are  of  a  yellow  colour.  Immedi^ 
itd|y  i£ef  we  cast  anchor,  they  came  off  in  such  numbers^ 
that  the  sea  around  the  ship  was  covered  with  their  dead  bo^ 
dies.  By  their  incessant  ravages,  the  whole  country  round 
Porto  L^guro  was  stripped  totally  naked,  notwithstanding 
the  warmUi  of  the  climate  and  the  richness  of  the  soil*  Be- 
lieving that  the  natives  are  only  visited  with  this  plague  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  I  gave  them  a  large  quantity  of  cala» 
yanccs,  and  shewed  them  how  they  were  sown.  The  harbour 
of  Porto  Leguro  is  about  two  leagues  to  the  N.E.  of  Cape 
,St  Lucas,  being  a  good  and  safe  port,  and  very  convenient 
£>r  privateers  when  cruizing  for  the  Manilla  ship.  The  wa* 
iering-place  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  or  harbour,  being 
a  small  river  wiiich  there  flows  into  the  sea,  and  may  easily 
be  known  by  the  appearance  of  a  great  quantity  of  greea 
canes  growing  in  it,  which  always  retain  their  verdure^  not 
■bdng  touched  by  the  locustSi  as  these  canes  probably  contain 
something  noxious  to  that  voracious  insect. 

The  men  of  this  country  are  tall,  straight,  and  well  set» 
.having  large  limbs,  with  coarse  black  hair,  hardly  reaching 
to  their  shoulders.  The  wopien  are  of  much  smaller  size^ 
having  much  longer  hair  than  the  men,  with  which  some  of 
them  almost  cover  their  faces.  Some  of  both  sexes  have 
good  countenances ;  but  all  are  much  darker-complexioned 
than  any  of  the  other  Indians  I  saw  in  the  Soutli  Seas,  being 
a  very  deep  copper-colour.  The  men  go  quite  naked,  wear- 
ing only  a  few  trifles  by  way  of  ornament,  such  as  a  band  or 
wreath  of  red  and  white  silk-gra£s  round  their  heads,  adorn- 
ed on  each  side  with  a  tuft  of  hawk's  featlicrs.  Others  have 
4)ieces  of  mother-of-pearl  and  small  shells  fastened  among 
their  hair,  and  tied  round  their  necks ;  and  some  had  large 
necklaces  ojt*  six  or  seven  strings,  composed  of  small  red  and 
black  berries*  Some  are  scarified  ail  over  their  bodies; 
others  use  paint,  some  smearing  their  faces  and  breasts  with 
black,  while  others  were  painted  black  down  to  the  navel> 
^md  j>om  thence  to  the  feet  with  red. 

The  women  wear  a  thick  fringe  or  petticoat  of  silk-grasg^ 
Teaching  from  their  middle  to  their  heels,  and  have  a  deer- 
,ski#i  cai*elessly  thrown  over  ilicir  shoulders.     Some  of  the 
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better  sort  have  a  cloak  of  the  skin  of  some  laryjEC  bird,  in* 
stead  of  the  bear-skins.  Though  the  appearance  of  the  Ci^ 
lifomians  is  exceedingly  savage,  yet,  from  what  I  could  ol^ 
^rve  of  their  behaviour  to  each  other,  and  their  deportmcal 
towards  us,  they  seem  to  possess  all  imaginable  humanitjTt 
All  the  time  wo  were  there,  and  constantly  among  roai^ 
hundreds  of  them,  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  the  moti 
agreeable  harmony,  and  most  affectionate  behaviour  to  each 
other.  When  any  of  us  gave  any  thing  eatable  to  one  pei^ 
son,  he  always  divided  it  among  all  who  were  around  him, 
reserving  the  smallest  share  to  himself.  They  seldom  walk- 
ed singly,  but  mostly  in  pairs,  hand  in  hand.  They  seemed 
of  meek  and  gentle  dispositions,  having  no  appearance  of 
cruelty  in  their  countenances  or  behaviour,  yet  seemed 
haughty  towards  their  women.  They  lead  a  careless  life, 
having  every  thing  in  common,  and  seemed  to  desire  nothing 
beyond  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  never  once  oflered  to 
pilfer  or  steal  any  of  our  tools  or  other  utensils ;  and  such 
was  their  honesty,  that  my  men  having  forgotten  their  asus 
one  day  on  shore,  while  cutting  wood,  which  was  noticed  by 
one  of  the  natives,  he  told  it  to  the  king,  who  sent  into  the 
wood  for  the  axes,  and  restored  them  with  much  appareol 
cati&fnction. 

Their  language  is  guttural  and  harsh,  and  they  talk  • 
great  deal,  but  I  could  never  understand  a  single  word  thev 
spoke.  Their  dwellings  were  very  mean,  being  scarcely  su& 
ficient  to  slicker  them.  Tlieir  diet  is,  I  believe^  mostly  fishy 
which  they  frequently  eat  raw,  but  they  sometimes  bake  it  in 
the  sand.  They  seldom  want  abundance  of  this  food,  as  the 
men  go  out  to  sea  on  their  bark-logs,  and  are  very  expert 
harponiers.  Their  harpoons  arc  made  of  hard  woody  and 
with  these  they  strike  the  largest  albicorcs,  and  bring  them 
ashore  on  their  bark-logs,  which  they  row  with  double 
paddles.  This  seemed  strange  to  us,  who  had  often  exp^ 
rienced  the  strength  of  these  fish ;  for  frequently  when  we 
had  hold  of  one  ot  these  with  very  large  hooks,  made  fast  to 
eight-strand  twine,  we  had  to  bring  the  ship  to,  to  bring 
them  in,  and  it  was  then  as  much  as  eight  or  ten  men  could 
do ;  so  that  one  would  expect,  when  an  Indian  had  struck 
one  of  these  iibh,  from  his  light  float,  it  woidd  easily  nm 
away  with  tlie  man  and  the  bark-log ;  but  they  have  some 
sleight  in  their  way  of  management,  by  which  the  strength 
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mi  ittnggliiiff  of  tiiese  fish  are  aQ  in  vain.  There  are  hardly 
tfrUrds  to  be  teen  in  this  country  except  aTew  pelicans.  . 

when  the  CSalifinrnians  want  to  drink^  they  wade  into  the 
Hfer,  iip  to  their  middies^  where  they  take  up  the  water  yX 
dicir  liaads,  or  stoop  down  and  suck  it  with  their  montbs^ 
Their  time  is  qccnpiecl  between  huntinj^,  fishings  eating,  and 
dseping  ;  and  having  abundant  exercise,  and  rather  a  spare 
idt,  their  lives  are  ordinarily  prolonged  to  considerable 
1^  many  of  both  sexes  appearing  to  be  very  old,  by  their 
niees  being  much  wrinkled,  and  their  hair  very  grey.  Their 
hows  are  about  six  feet  long,  with  strings  made  of  deer's  si« 
Bevs^  but  their  arrows  seemed  too  long  for  their  bows ;  and 
emwiderito  that  they  have  no  adequate  tools,  these  articles 
mast  require  much  time  in  making.  The  shafts  of  their  ar« 
raws  consist  of  a  hoUow  cane,  for  two- thirds  of  their  lengthy 
the  other  third,  or  head,  being  of  a  heavy  kind  of  woody 
edged  with  flint,  or  sometimes  agate^  and  the  edges  notch^l 
like  a  saw,  with  a  very  sharp  point.  They  made  no  display 
of  their  arms  to  us,  and  we  seldom  saw  any  in  their  hands, 
dKNigh  they  have  need  of  some  arms  to  cfefend  themselves 
firom  wild  beasts,  as  I  saw  some  men  who  had  been  severely 
hurt  in  that  way,  particularly  one  old  man,  who  had  his 
thigh  almost  torn  in  pieces  by  a  tiger  or  lion,  and  though 
healed,  it  was  frightfully  scarred.  The  women  commonly  go 
into  the  woods  with  bows  and  arrows  in  search  of  game, 
while  the  men  are  chiefly  occupied  in  fishing.  I  can  say  no- 
thing respecting  their  government,  except  that  it  did  not 
seem  any  way  strict  or  rigorous.  When  the  king  appeared 
in  public,  he  was  usually  attended  by  many  couples,  or  men 
walking  hand  in  hand,  two  and  two  together.  On  the  first 
morning  of  our  arrival,  he  was  seen  in  this  manner  coming 
out  of  a  wood,  and  noticing  one  of  my  officers  cutting  down 
a  tree,  whom  he  judged  to  be  better  than  ordinary,  by  ha- 
ving silver  lace  on  his  waistcoat,  he  shewed  both  his  autho- 
rity and  civility  nt  the  same  time,  by  ordering  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  take  the  axe  and  work  in  his  stead. 

One  day  while  we  were  there,  a  prodigious  flat  fish  was 
seen  basking  in  the  sun  on  the  surface  of  the  water  near  the 
shores  on  which  twelve  Indians  swam  ofi*  and  surrounded 
him.  Finding  himself  disturbed,  the  fish  dived,  and  they 
after  him,  but  he  escaped  from  them  at  this  time.     He  ap- 

earcd  again  in  about  nn  hour,  when  sixteen  or  seventeen 
dians  swam  oif  and  encompassed  him ;  and,  by  continually 
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tormenting  hini|  djxive  him  insenrfbly  aihore.  On  ground* 
ingi  the  force  with  which  he  struck  tne  ground  with  bii  fins 
if  not  to  be  expresfedi  neither  can  I  describe  the  agilily 
vith  which  the  Indians  strove  to  dispatch  him,  lest  the  solf 
should  set  him  again  afloat,  which  they  at  length  accomplidi^ 
cd  with  the  help  of  a  dagger  lent  them  by  Mr  RandiC 
They  then  cut  nim  into  pieces,  which  were  distribnted 
among  all  who  steod  by.  1  nis  fish,  though  of  the  flat  kind^ 
was  very  thick,  and  had  a  large  hkleous  mouth,  being  foar> 
teen  or  fifteen  feet  broad,  but  not  quite  so  much  in  lertglk 

On  the  18th  August,  1721,  we  set  sail  from  Porlo  L^gm 
TOf  bound  Sot  Canton  in  China,  as  a  likely  plaee  for  meet- 
ing with  some  English  ships,  in  which  we  might  procure  • 
pas&ngc  home.  Considering  the  length  of  the  voyage  before 
us,  our  ship  was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  as  her  sails  and 
riffging  were  so  old  and  rotten,  that  if  any  accident  had  bo- 
fallen  our  masts  or  sails,  wc  had  been  reduced  to  extreme 
distress  and  danger,  having  no  change  either  of  sails  or 
ropes ;  but  ours  being  a  case  of  necessity,  we  had  to  run  all 
hazards,  and  to  endeavour,  by  the  utmost  attention,  to  guard 
against  dcficieuciis  which  could  not  l)e  supplied.  Having 
already  overcome  many  diflicultics,  seemingly  hisurmount* 
able  in  prospect,  we  were  full  of  bopc  to  get  over  these  alsiv 
and  the  pleasing  expectation  of  revisiting  our  native  shores 
gave  us  ypirits  to  encounter  tliis-  tedious  navigation  in  so 
weak  and  comfortless  a.  condition.  Wc  ^rc  now  so  weakly 
manned,  tlmt  we  could  scarcely  have  been  able  to  navigplp 
our  vessel  without  the  assistance  of  the  negroes,  not  amount* 
ing  now  to  thirty  whites,  so  much  had  our  crew  been,  tedw- 
cetJ  by  untoward  accidents. 

We  d  ikco vered  an  island  on  the  2 1  st,  1 1 0  kague»  W.  S.  W. 
from  Cape  St  Lucas, '  but  as  (he  wind  blew  fresh,  I  coukL 
uot  get  nearer  than  two  leagues,  and  did  not  think  proper 
to  lose  time  in  laying-to  in  the  night.  It  seemed  seven  or 
eight  leagues  in  circumference,  having  a  large  bay  on  it» 
8.  W.  bide,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  high  rock.  My 
people  named  this  Shelvocke's  inland.  From  hence  we  slicl- 
fed  down  to  the  latitude  of  l^""  N.  but  were  stop|)ed  two  o^ 
three  days  by  westerly  winds,  which  we  did  not  expect  ia- 
this  sea,  especially  as  being  now  five  or  six  hundred  leaguoo 
from  the  land.    The  traclc-wiud  again  Ecturning,  we  kept 
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a  thepaniBd  of  15^  N.  except  wben  we  judged  that  we  w^r^ 
aev  ihe  shoala  of  St  Bartholomew^  and  then  haled  a  degree 
nora  to  the  north*  and  so  continued  for  sixty  or  seventy, 
fcagoek    A  fortnight  after  leaving  California,  my  people^ 
who'had  hitherto  enjoyed  miinterrupted  heakh,  began  to  be 
afflicted  with  sickness,  particularly  affecting  their  stomachsit' 
owing  doabtless  to.  the  great  quantities  of  sweetmeats  thcnf^ 
were  continually  devouring,  and  also  to  our  common  food*, 
duefly  composed  of  puddings  made  c^  coarse  flour  and 
sweetmeats,  mixed  up  with  sea-water,  together  with  jerked 
hteS,  most  of  which  was  destroyed  by  ants,  cockroaches,  .and 
otber.vermin.     We  could  not  afford  to  boil  the  kettle  once 
in  tile  whole  passage  with  fresh  water,  so  that  the  crew  be* 
came  reduceo  toa  Yery  melancholy  state  by  scurvy  and  other 
distempers.    The  sickness  Increased  upon  us  every  day,  40 
that  we  once  buried  two  in  one  day^  the  arinourer  ana  car-: 
poiter^a.  mate,  besides  whom  the  carpenter,  gunner,  and 
se?eral  others  died,  together  with  some  of  our  best  negroes^ 
The  greatiest  part  of  my  remaining  people  were  disabled^ 
and  our  ship  very  leaky ;  and  to  add  to  our  misfoidtunes,  one 
sf  car  .pumps  split  and  became  useless.    Under  these  un-r 
happy  circumstances,  we  pushed  forwards  with  favourable 
gaks  till  within  SO  leagues  of  Guam,  ope  of  the  Ladrones, 
when  we  encountered  dismal  weather  and  tempestuous  winds^ 
Teering  round  the  compass*    This  was  the  more  frightfuU 
a»we  were  unable  to  help  ourselves,  not  above  six  or  seven 
being  able  for  duty,  though  necessity  obliged  even  those- 
who  were  extremely  low  and  weak  to  lend  what  help  they 
coukK    In  the  boisterous  sea  raised  by  these  gales,  our  shipi 
so  laboured  that  the  knee  of  her  head,  and    her  whole 
beak-head,  became  loose,  so  that  the  boltsprit  fetched  away 
and  played  with  every  motion  of  the  ship^  and  so  continued 
all  the  rest  of  the  time  wc  were  at  sen»     For  some  time  our 
main-mast  stood  without  larboard,  shrouds,  till  we.  could  un* 
lay  our  best  cable  to  make  more,  having  knotted  and  spliced, 
the  old  shrouds  till  our  labour  was  in  vain.     In  the  midst  of 
these  difficulties,  I  was  taken  very  ill,  and  had  little. expecta- 
tions of  living  much  longer,  till  the  gout  gave  me  some  pain^ 
iul  hopes  of  recovery. 

,  lo  the  beginning  of  October,  we  made  the  island  of  Guam^ 
100  leagues  short  of  the  account  given  by  Rogers,  who  makea 
105**  of  longitude  between  Cape  St  Lucas  and  Guam,,  wliile 
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we  modtf  liot  <|uita  lOO^^.*    We  passed  through  betw< 

Guam  and  Serpana^  and  saw  several  flying  proas,  but  ni 

came  neiir  us  that  day.    We  had  heavy  and  saually  wealhsr# 
which  obliged  me  to  keep  the  deck  in  the  rain,  by  which  I 
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caught  a  cold,  which  threw  me  into  a  worse  condition  thav 
before,  in  which  I  continued  all  the  time  I  was  in  Chum 
Guam  seemed  very  green  and  of  moderate  height,  and  the 
tight  of  land  was  so  pleasant  after  our  long  run,  that  Vi 
would  gladly  have  stopped  to  procure  some  rdroshroentts^ 
bat  durst  not  venture  in,  though  on  the  point  of  peridiing^ 
kst  the  inhabitants  should  take  advantage  of  our  weakness 
From  Guam  I  shaped  our  course  for  the  island  of  Formos%' 
to  which  we  had  a  long  and  melancholy  voyage,  as  our  udb* 
ness  daily  increased ;  so  that,  on  the  3d  November,  whsB 
we  got  sight  of  that  island,  both  ship  and  company  wane 
almost  entirely  worn  out.  Next  |day  we  doubled  the  south 
Cape  of  Formosa,  passing  within  a  league  of  the  rocks  of 
Vae-Rete,  where  we  were  sensible  of  a  very  strong  current 
As  we  passed  in  sight,  the  inhabitants  of  Formosa  made 
continual  fires  on  the  coast,  as  inviting  us  to  land ;  but  wa 
were  so  weak  that  we  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  ventuw 
into  any  of  their  harbours. 

We  directed  our  course  from  Formosa  for  the  neighbour* 
ing  coast  of  China,  and  found  ourselves  on  the  tHh  at  tht 
mouth  of  the  river  Loma^  *  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  but  tht 
weather  was  so  hazy  that  wo  could  not  ascertain  where  wa 
were.  Seeing  abundance  of  fishing  boats,  wc  tried  every 
method  we  could  think  of  to  induce  some  of  the  fishermM 
to  come  on  board  to  pilot  us  to  Macao,  but  found  this  iin* 
practicable,  as  we  could  not  understand  each  other.  We 
were  therefore  obliged  to  keep  the  land  close  on  board,  and 
to  anchor  every  evening.  1  iiis  was  a  prodigbus  fatigue  te 
our  men,  who  were  so  universally  ill  that  wo  could  hardly 
find  any  one  able  to  steer  the  ship.  Wc  were  bewildered  in 
a  mist  during  four  days,  and  much  siirpriKcd  by  seeing  a 
great  many  islands,  omitted  in  our  charts,  on  Kotue  of  which 
we  saw  large  fortifications.  Tliis  made  us  believe  that  the 
current  had  carried  us  beyond  our  port,  and  occasioned 
much  dejection  of  spirits;   for,  though  the  sea  was  covered 
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wtiiMdng  boat!,  we  cbidd  get  no' one  to  set  vs  xif^  oi 
to  flte  OS  any  directions  we  could  understand. 

Towards  evening  of  the  lOth,  as  we  were  passing  through 
1^^  narrow  channel  between  two  islands,  a  fisherman  wM 
WIS  near,  and  observed  by  our  manner  of  working  diat  we 
lira  afraid  to  venture  through^  waved  with  his  cap  for  utf 
10  bring  to  till  be  came  to  us.  When  he  came,  he  seemed 
tovoderstand  that  we  enquired  for  Macao,  and  made  signi 
dMtli6  would  carry  us  there,  if  we  gave  him  as  many  pieceri 
of  nlver  as  he  counted  little  fish  nrom  his  basket,  whic^ 
amoonted  to  forty.  We  accordingly  counted  out  forty  d(d-< 
krs into  a  hat,  and  gave  them  to  him,  on  which  he  came  in^ 
to  our  diip»  and  took  her  in  charge,  carrying  us  through  the^ 
nairew  ahannel,  and  brought  us  to  anchor  at  sun-set.  Wd 
ivi^ed  next  morning,  and  kept  the  coast  of  China  close  oil 
bottd.  By  noon  we  were  abreast  of  Pulo  Lantoon^  whence 
«e  conld  see  two  English  ships  under  sail,  passing  the  island 
of  Macao  on  their  way  from  the  river  of  Canton.  They 
hspt  on  their  way,  taking  no  notice  of  us,  which  struck  a 
damp  into  our  spirit^  fearing  we  should  miss  a  passage  fo^ 
England  this  season.  In  the  afternoon  of  next  day,  we- 
anchored  in  the  road  of  Macao,  near  the  entrance  of  Can^ 
ton  river,  which  we  never  should  have  found  out  by  any  of 
oar  charts. 

I  was  much  amazed  at  the  incorrectness  with  which  these 
coasts  are  laid  down,  to  the  eastwards  of  Pulo  Lantoon ; 
as  there  runs  a  cluster  of  islands  for  upwards  of  twenty 
leagues  in  that  direction,  which  are  not  in  the  least  noticed 
,  by  any  of  our  hydrographers,  nor  have  I  ever  met  with  any 
navigator  who  knew  any  thing  about  them.  The  coast  of 
CMna,  within  these  islands,  is  rocky,  mountainous,  and 
barren ;  but,  owing  to  my  heavy  sickness,  I  was  unable  to 
Blake  any  useful  observations. 


Section  VI. 

Residence  in  Chhia,  and  Voyage  thence  to  England* 

As  Macao  is  the  place  where  ships  always  stop  for  a  pilot 
to  carry  them  up  the  river  of  Canton,  I  sent  an  ofBcer  with 
my  compliments  to  the  governor,  and  with  orders  to  bring 
off  a  pilot ;  but  hearing  nothing  of  him  till  next  morning, 

I  waft 
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I  W8i  ilnd^r  Tery  great  apprcheniiont.  Next  mornings  M 
great  number  of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Suceeas  oafl^ 
«ff  to  our  ship,  and  acquainted  me  that  Clipperton  had  M 
Bie  designedly.  About  noon  thia  day,  the  12th  NoremlMik 
172 1|  a  pilot  came  off  to  us,  when  we  immediately  Wfi^J 
anchor,  and  immediately  entered  Canton  river,  l>eiog  mm 
fed  that  there  still  were  some  European  ships  at  Wamp0% 
about  ten  miles  short  of  Canton.  We  were  four  days  ii 
plying  up  to  the  road  between  the  tower  bars,  where  we  mt 
choral;  and,  finding  the  Bonetta  and  Hastings,  two  EogUk 
ships,  1  sent  an  officer  to  request  tlieir  instructions  how  is 
conduct  ourselves  in  this  port,  and  to  acquaint  us  with  iM 
customs.  They  answered,  that  the  Codoguu  and  Francis 
two  Engliiih  European  shins,  were  lying  at  Wampoo,  aiNJ 
advised  roe  to  send  up  to  ttie  English  factors  at  CantoOi  It 
acquaint  tlicm  with  our  arrival,  and  the  reasons  which  Mf 
geu  us  to  come  here.  This  I  accordingly  did  next  dayt  bof^ 
rowing  one  of  their  flags  to  hoist  as  our  boat,  without  wfakk 
we  hod  met  with  mucli  trouble  from  the  Uoppo-men^  or  cai^ 
tom-house  oflici^rs.  1  sent  letters  to  the  captoins  of  the  Eiig> 
lish  sliips,  stgnifyiog  the  necessity  which  forced  me  to  tliil 
country,  and  requesting  tlieir  succour  and  protection ;  as? 
suring  them  that  I  acted  under  his  majesty's  oommissie% 
which  alMo  I  sent  for  their  perusal.  Next  morning,  beilf 
the  17th,  I  weighed  and  worked  up  to  Wampoo,  wlMf% 
besides  the  two  English  ships,  I  found  three  belonging  19 
I'Vance,  one  Ostender,  and  a  small  ship  from  Manilla* 

I  was  here  in  hopes  of  all  my  troubles  being  nt  an  ei4 
and  tliut  i  should  have  full  leisure  for  rest  aim  refreshDMOl. 
after  my  many  and  great  fatigues ;  but  1  soon  found 
expectations  ill  grounded,  and  after  all  my  perils,  tliat  I 
iailen  into  others  least  to  be  endured,  as  proceeding  frosi 
false  breihrcn.  A  most  unlucky  accident  happened  tlie  fiij 
evening  that  we  anchored  ut  Wampoo,  which  gave  birth  IS 
ail  tlie  troubles  1  encountered  in  India;  thougli,  in  re^MSt 
to  ine,  both  uii foreseen. and  unavoiibble,  and  purely  the  cfr 
iects  of  that  eagerness  in  the  ship's  company  to  get  outsf 
this  ()jirc  of  the  world  at  any  rate.  Had  there  ueeu  aaj 
government  among  tlie  English  settled  here,  to  have  sii|K 
|iorted  my  autiiority,  this  unlucky  business  had  never  h^ 
jmteti;  and,  as  it  was,  could  only  l)c  imputed  to  nothi^ 
hut  (he  want  of  such  an  ebtablishment.  One  of  my  Bii% 
iiunicd  David  Uiiflitlu  being  iu  a  hurry  to  remove  his  d^ 
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bt6  the  Bonetta*8  boat,  in  which  he  was  chased  by  a 
^or  cnstom-hoQse  boat;  and  being  a  little  in^  liquor,' 
taring  to  lose  his  silver,  fired  a  musket  and  killed  the 
io*nian  or  custom-house  officer.  Early  next  *moming, 
md  body  was  laid  at  the  door  of  the  English  fadtonr, 
i  Chinese  officers  lay  in  wait  to  seize  the  first  English v 
hat  should  come  out*  A  supercargo  belonging  to  the 
:ta    happened    to  be  the  first;   he  was  immediately' 

and  carried  off,  and  afterwards  led  in  chains  about 
ibarbs  of  Canton.  All  that  could  be  said  or  done  by 
ost  considerable  Chinese  merchants  who  were  in  cor- 
ndence  with  the  English,  was  of  no  avail.  In  the 
time,  my  man,  who  nad  slain  the  Chinese  oflicer,  and 
er,  were  put  in  irons  aboard  the  Fl*ancis,  which  was 
idf  or  sei2sed,  till  the  guilty  man  was  delivered  np.  He 
len  carried  to  Canton  in  chains,  and  the  supercargo 
deased. 

ad  not  been  here  many  days,  when  I  was  delorted  I^ 
f  officers  and  men,  who  were  continually  employed  in 
ring  their  effects  from  my  ship  to  som^  of  the  European 

without  my  knowledge^  I  being  then  confined  to  bed. 
fficers  were  using  all  tiieir  efforts  to  engage  the  gentle- 
bdlonging  to  tlie  company  in  their  interest^  and  had 
eft  my  son  and  a  few  negroes  to  look  after  the  ship, 
J  defend  my  effects,  which  were  on  the  brink  of  falling 
the  bottomless  pit  of  Chinese  avarice;  besides,  they 
be  ship's  company  had  so  many  ways  of  disposing  of 
thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  on^  that  1  found  it 
isible  to  oblige  them  to  do  what  I  thought  justice  to  our 
rs :  They  all  soon  recovered  from  their  illness,  and  they 
came  their  own  masters.  There  were  no  magistrates 
e  to  appeal  to  on  shore,  who  would  aid  me  so  tar  as  to 
el  them  to  remain  in  my  ship ;  and  the  officers  com- 
ing the  English  ships  could  not  afford  me  the  help 
might  have  been  inclined  to  give,  lest  the  supercar- 
night  represent  their  conduct  to  the  East  India  Coin- 
And  these  last,  who  superintend  the  English  trade 
I  port,  seemed  even  inclined  to  have  refused  me  a  pas- 
n  one  of  their  ships,  and  even  treated  me  as  one  enemy 
[  treat  another  in  a  neutral  port ;  looking  on  me  in 
ight  for  presuming  to  come  within  the  limits  of  the 
)any,  without  considering  the  necessity  by  which  I  had 
(x>mpelled  to  take  that  step. 

Whfo 
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When  Captains  Hill  and  Newsham  came  to  visit  nie^  dMjK  j 
were  astonished  at  the  ruinous  condition  of  mj  ship,  aij(  . 
could  scarcely  think  it  possible  for  her  to  have  made  so  IiM  \, 
a  passage.  The  rottenness  of  her  cordage^  and  the  raggcA4  ( 
ness  of  her  sails,  filled  them  with  surprise  and  pi^  fo^vjft  f 
condition.  When  I  had  giren  them  a  short  history  of  tlji  || 
voyage,  and  requested  they  would  receive  my  oiBcera  mjlr  i 
company,  with  their  effects,  they  at  once  said,  Thut  tfail^T 
saw  plainly  my  ship  was  in  no  condition  to  be  carried  fHl|i  > 
fiirther,  and  they  were  willing  to  receive  us  all  as  soon  as  fik  f 
pleased,  on  payment  of  our  passage.  But  the  supercai|pMk 
were  displeased  that  I  had  not  applied  to  them,  as  they 
the  chief  men  here,  though  only  passengers  when  aboard  t 
that  I  was  quite  neglected,  and  the  English  captains  waA^ 
ordered  to  fall  down  with  their  ships  five  or  six  miles  belok, 
where  I  lay.  I  was  thus  left  destitute  in  the  companjc  of  filk 
foreign  ships ;  yet  their  officers,  seeing  me  deserted  by  ajr 
country nfen,  kindly  offered  me  their  services,  and  assisted  tat 
as  much  as  they  could,  and  without  them  I  know  not  wUllJ 
might  have  been  my  fate,  as  I  was  under  perpetual  apprsv] 
hensions  that  the  Cnincse  would  have  seized  my  ship.         .-r; 

Afler  the  murder  of  the  custom-house  officer  seethed  Mij 
have  been  quite  forgotten^  a  magistrate,  called  a  Iditle 
daritHj  committed  the  following  outrageous  action  f— At 
beginning  of  the  troubles,  occasioned  by  that  murder,  he  L^^  ^ 
received  orders  to  apprehend  all  the  English  he  could  Baifi 
which  he  neglecteil  till  all  was  over.  He  then  one  day^  whip^ 
passing  the  European  factories,  ordered  his  attendants  to. 
seize  on  all  the  English  he  could  see  in  the  adjoining  shom^ 
and  took  hold  of  nine  or  ten,  French  as  well  as  Englida  t 
whom  he  carried,  with  halters  about  their  necks,  to  the  pir  ■, 
lace  of  the  Chantock^  or  viceroy.  Application  was  then  madi 
to  the  Iloppo,  or  chief  customer,  who  represented  matters  t9 
the  viceroy  in  favour  of  the  injured  Europeans ;  on  whicfc 
the  mandarin  was  sent  for,  and  bcin^  unable  to  vindicate 
himself,  was  degraded  from  his  post,  subjected  to  the  bamboog 
a  severe  punishment^  and  rendered  incapable  of  acting  agaim 
OLS  a  magistrate ;  the  Europeans  being  innnediately  KberatedU  i 
It  appears  to  me^  however,  that  tlic  English  are  tyranniMt] 
over  by  the  Chinese,  and  exposed  to  the  caprices  of  cvclirJ 
magistrate,  wherefore  I  was  the  more  urgent  to  be  on  baami 
one  of  the  European  ships.     I  had  now  discovered  my  em 
in  addressing  the  captains,  .and  now  sent  a  letter  to  the  i 

percargoi 


peiengoe%  denubidiiig  a  piifliage  for  nmeir»  mv  officersi  and 
M^%  company,  which  I  was  iensible  they  could  not  refuse : 
htt  dieir  compliance  was  clogged  with  a  charge  to  the  cap* 
tms  not  to  receive  any  thing  belonging  to  us^  unless  con* 
Mned  to  the  company  in  England. 

xhe  hoppo  now  made  a  demand  upon  me  for  anchorage 
pi  the  river,  amounting  to  no  less  than  6000  tahd^  and,  to 
qnickett  the  payment,  annexed  a  penalty  to  this  extortion  of 
500  takel  for  every  day  the  payment  was  delayed*  There 
Wsce  no  means  to  avoid  this  gross  imposition  ;  and  though  a 
day  necessarily  elapsed  before  I  could  send  up  the  money,  I 
bad  to  add  the  penalty  of  that  day,  so  that  he  received  6500 
toMf  or  L* 2 166  :  IS  :  4  sterling  ;^  being  about  six  times  aa 
IDUch  as  was  paid  for  the  Cadogan,  the  largest  English  ship 
there  at  the  time,  and  which  measured  a  third  larger  than 
mine.  I  soon  afler  sold  my  ship  for  2000  tahel,  or  L.  666^ 
ISs.  4d.  sterling^  which  money  was  consigned  to  the  India 
Gxnpany^  along  with  all  the  rest  of  my  effects,  and  I  prevail- 
ed on  most  of  my  officers  and  men  to  take  their  passage  in 
the  English  homeward-bound  ships. 

Considering  my  short  stay  in  China,-  and  my  bad  healthy 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  give  any  tolerable  account  of  this 
place  from  my  own  observation,  and  to  copy  others  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  purpose  of  this  narrative,  so  that  I  shall 
pnly  observe,  that  the  English,  at  this  time,  had  no  settled 
frctory  at  Canton,  being  only  permitted  to  hire  large  houses, 
called  hongSf  with  convenient  warehouses  adjoining,  for  re- 
cdviug  their  goods  previous  to  their  shipment  For  these 
they  pay  rent  to  the  proprietors,  and  either  hire  the  same  or 
others,  as  they  think  proper,  next  time  they  have  occasion 
for  the  accondm'odation. 

Notwithstanding  my  utmost  diligence,  the  business  [  was 
engaged  in  kept  me  in  a  continual  hurry  till  the  ships  were 
ready  to  depart,  which  was  in  December,  1721 :  At  which 
time^  heartily  tired  of.  the  country,  and  the  ill  usage  I  had 
met  with,  1  sailed  in  the  Cadogan,  Captain  John  Hall,  in 
companj^  with  the  Francis,  Captain  Ncwsham ;  and  as  the 
latter  ship  soiled  much  better  tnan  the  Cadogan,  she  left  us 
immediately  after  getting  out  to  sea.  Finding  his  ship  very 
tender,  or  crank,  Captain  Hill  put  in  at  Batavia,  to  get  her 
into  better  trim.     We  continued  here  about  ten  days ;  but 

I  call 

• 
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I  can  say  little  about  that  place,  being  all  tbe  tione  unable  tt 
stand  on  my  lejvs,  and  was  only  twice  out  in  a  coach  to  tali 
the  air,  two  or  three  miles  out  of  the  city,  in  which  little  et» 
cuTsion  I  saw  a  great  variety  of  beautifal  prospects  of  fisf 
country  seats  and  gardens,  and,  indeed,  every  thing  aromd 
ahewed  the  greatest  industry.  The  buildings  in  the  citjr.  an 
ffcnerally  very  handsome^  and  laid  out  in  very  regular  street^ 
naving  canak  running  through  most  of  tliem,  with  tnei 
planted  on  each  side^  so  that  Batavia  may  justly  be  called  a 
£ne  city :  But  the  sight  is  the  only  sense  that  is  gratified 
bere,  for  the  canals  smell  very  ofleiisively  when  the  tide  ii 
low,  and  breed  vast  swarms  of  muskitoes,  which  are  more 
troublesome  here  than  in  any  place  I  was  ever  in. 

A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are  Chinese^ 
who  are  remarkable  for  wearing  there  their  ancient  dresi, 
having  their  hair  rolled  up  in  sach  a  manner  that  there  ii 
little  difierence  in  that  respect  between  the  men  and  womea. 
Ever  since  the  revolution  |n  China,  which  brought  that  ^ooii* 
try  under  the  Tartar  yok^,  the  Tartarian  dress  has  been  inn 
posed  upon  the  whole  kingdom,  which  was  not  effected  widh  - 
out  great  bloodshed : '  For  many  of  the  Chinese  were  so  sn- 
per&titiously  attached  to  their  ancient  modes,  that  they  on* 
accountably  chose  rather  to  lose  their  lives  than  their  nair; 
as  the  Tartar  fashion  is  to  shave  the  head,  except  a  long  lock 
on  the  crown^  which  they  pkiit  in  the  same  manner  we  da 
The  Dutch,  taking  advantage  of  this  superstitious  attachment 
of  the  Chinese  to  their  hair,  exact  from  all  the  men  who  live 
tinder  their  protection,  a  poll-tax  of  a  dollar  a  month  for  the 
ltl)erty  of  wearing  their  hair,  which  produces  a  very  consi- 
derable revenue. 

Hearing  at  Batavia  that  there  were  several  pirates  in  theis 
Bcas,  Captain  Hill  joined  the  Dutch  homeward-bound  fleet 
in  Bantam  bay,  and  the  Dutch  commodore  promised  to  as- 
sist Captain  Hill  in  wooding  and  watering  at  Mew  island, 
the  water  at  Bat<ivia  being  very  bad.  Vve  tell  in  with  the 
'Francis  in  the  Straits  of  Stmda,  though  we  imagined  xhd 
ship  had  been  far  a-hcad.  The  Dutch  made  this  a  pretence 
tor  leaving  us  before  we  got  to  Mew  island,  and  Caiptaia 
Newsham  also  deserted  us,  so  that  we  were  left  alone.  We 
continued  six  or  seven  days  at  Mew  island,  during  whiA 
time  several  boats  came  to  us  from  Prince's  island,  and 
brought  us  turtle^  cocoa-nut!<,  pincrapplcs,  and  other  fruilb 
From  Alea?  island  we  had  a  very  pleasaut  voyage  to  and 
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AoBt  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By  the  good  manaffcment 
of  Captain  itiM,  althongh  the  Francis  and  the  Dutch  ships 
bad  toe  start  of  us  seren  days,  by  deserting  us  in  the  Straits 
of  Sunda,  we  yet  ffot  to  the  cape  seven  days  before  the  Fran* 
eis,  though  she  sailed  considerably  better  than  we.  By  com- 
paring notes  with  the  ofScers  of  the  Francis^  we  found  that 
Ae  had  suffered  a  good  deal  of  bad  weather  off  the  south  of 
Africa*  whUe  we,  by  keeping  about  ten  leagues  nearer  shore* 
eontinually  enjoyed  pledsant  weather  and  a  fair  wind*  till 
we  anchored  in  Table  Bay,  which  we  did  towards  tlic  end 
of  March,  1722. 

We  here  found  Governor  Boon  and  others,  bound  for 
England  in  the  London  Indiaman.  Wc  had  a  pleasant  voy* 
^  from  the  cape  to  St  Helena,  and  thence  to  England,  ar- 
riving off  the  Land's-end  towards  the  c^ose  of  July.  On  co- 
mii^  into  the  British  channel  wc  had  brisk  gales  from  the 
west,  with  thick  foggy  weather.  In  the  evening  of  the  SOth 
July  we  anchored  under  Dungeness,  and  that  same  night 
same  of  the  supercai^ocs  and  passengerb,  among  whom  I 
was  one^  hired  a  smairvesscl  to  carry  us  to  Dover,  where  we 
arrived  the  next  morning  early.  The  same  day  we  proceed- 
ed for  London,  and  arrived  there  on  the  Ibt  August,  1722. 
Thus  ended  a  long,  fatiguing,  and  unfortunate  voyage,  of 
three  years^  ieven  months^  and  eleven  dat/s,  in  wliich  I  had  sail- 
ed considerably  more  than  round  the  circumference  of  the 
l^iobe,  and  had  undergone  a  great  variety  of  troubles  and 
aardships  by  sea  and  lands 


Section  VII. 
Supplement  to  the  foregoing  Voyage* 

In  the  Collection  of  Harris,  besides  interweaving  several 
controversial  matters  respecting  this  voyage,  from  an  account 
of  it  by  one  Betagb,  who  was  captain  of  marines  in  the  Speed- 
well, a  long  series  of  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  Shelvockc  by 
that  person,  are  appended.  Neither  of  these  appear  to  pos- 
-sess  sufficient  interest,  at  this  distance  of  time,  almost  a  cen- 
tury, to  justify  their  insertion  in  our  collection,  >*hcre  they 
would  have  very  uselessly  occupied  a  considcrnble  space. 
Captain  Betagh  appears  to  have  been  actuated  by  viulcn 
animosity  against  Captain  Shelvockc,  whose  actioni>  he  tra 
duced  and  misrepresented  with  the  utmost  malignity,  be 
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cause  the  innocent  cause  of  his  having  suffered  captiTit|f 
among  the  Spaniards  in  South  Americay  of  which  wome  a^ 
count  Ti'ill  be  found  in  the  subsequent  section.  Of  all  these 
charges^  we  have  only  deemed  it  expedient  to  insert  the  fct 
lowing  statement  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
capture  of  the  Gincq^tion,  as  related  by  Betaah,  which  Har- 
ris^  I.  230,  characterizes  as  '*  a  very  extraorainary  piece  rf 
secret  historvi  and  seemingly  supported  by  evidence ;"  bat 
at  this  distance  of  time  we  have  no  means  cf  ascertaioiog  to 
which  side  the  truth  belongs. — Ed. 

^*  This  being  the  great  crisis  of  the  voyage^  I  shall  be  more 
particular  in  relating  the  affiur  of  this  last  prize.  This  ship 
was  named  the  Conception,  Don  Stephen  de  Recota  com- 
mander,' bound  from  Cfalao  to  Panama,  having  on  board  se- 
veral persons  of  distinction,  particularly  the  Conde  de  b 
Rosa,  who  had  been  some  time  governor  of  Pisco^  and  was 
now  going  to  Spain,  laden  with  Hour,  sugar,  marmalade,  it 
cetera.  Now,  be  it  known  to  all  men,  that  the  et  cetera  wis 
108,636  pieces  of  eight,  or  Spanish  dollars :  And  Shelvocke 
little  thought,  when  lie  took  this  prize^  or  compiled  his  bool^ 
that  I,  of  all  men,  should  have  the  exact  state  of  tliis  affiub 
He  often  said  that  he  would  give  the  gentlemen  owners  a  fidr 
account ;  and  I  have  often  promised  to  prove  that  he  did  si^ 
so.  We  have  now  both  made  our  words  good,  and  I  haie 
not  only  an  authentic  accouut,  but  I  will  luso  declare  how  I 
got  it. 

'^  When  I  was  carried  prisoner  to  Lima,  I  had  sufficient 
leisure  to  reflect  on  my  misfortunes,  and  how  likely  I  was  to 
be  ruined  and  the  owners  dieated ;  wherefore,  to  prepare 
them  to  defend  their  just  rights,  I  wrote  to  one  of  them  the 
substance  of  what  had  occurred  to  me ;  how  Shelvocke  had 
mismanaged  ;  how  arbitrarily  he  had  acted  in  defiance  of  their 
articles,  and  what  were  his  private  intentions  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  voyage.  As  soon  as  I  came  to  London,  whidi 
was  in  October,  1721,  I  confirmed  the  report  of  my  letter 
with  several  new  circumstances ;  foi^  all  which  perfonnaofls' 
of  my  duty,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  that  my  name  lias  met  wilk 
so  much  reproach  in  Captain  Shelvocke's  book.  But,  ba- 
sides  mv  advices,  the  gentlemen  owners  had  many  prooft 
from  prisoners  and  other  people.     Eleven  months  after  mc^ 

being 

'  Shilvockc,  Tvho  certainly  ought  to  have  known  best,  nsmct  the  tkip 
tt)e  Conception  dc  Reoovs,  and  her  commander  Don  Joseph  I>esoriob-*£t 
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t  AqgQSt,  1732,  Shelvqcke  liinudf  arriyed,  and  imine> 
g  waited  on  Uie  geDtlcmen  io  tfae  lump  for  all  hi*  Iruat- 
qa  i  not  owning  any  thing  of  this  priz^  which  he  bad 
^Mly  shored,  with  every  tfai^i^  ^sq  among  twcot^thrae 
f  v^o.  Instead  of  cpmprqmisiiig  tfae  matter,  the  geo- 
1^  i:«ad  him  a  letter,  secured  him,  and  had  him  the  aame 
»|i6tfed  ia  Wood-itnet  Compter-  A  few  days  after,  bis 
I,  Stet^^art^  arrived  at  Dover,  and  was  seized  hy  tlie  bo- 
Karden  of  the  castl^  accorduig  tp  direction^  securiqg 
bif  boqk  of  accounts,  and  brpiight  it  alcmg  with  the  pn- 
i;  ^»  the  qwnecs,  irom  ^fapm  I  hf^  the  book*  and  coptod 
it  the  fijlpwiqg  statement  of  tbq  dividends: — 


A'»nl. 

Jftu«(. 

Quality. 

of 

Dollars. 

fin«.Jfo«> 

e  anelvocKe      . 

.■:.[-!aiil        . 

a 

H,3-S 

UGii   10     0 

d  Rundal      .    . 

Lifii  tenant 

J 

Raioer     .     .     . 
ddColdsea     . 

Li.p.  Marines 
Master       . 

>    HT18 

1100  17     4 

each. 

las  Adams  .    . 

Surgeon     . 

) 

!w  Stewart  .     . 

first  male 

\ 

«ir  La  Porte  . 

f 

eHen^baU  .    . 

>  3ri5 

S80  16    8 

t  Davenport     . 

Carpenter 

\ 

each. 

m  Clark       .    . 

Siinncr      . 

J 

Daniel   .     .     . 

u 

Griffith  .     .     . 

Ditto    .     . 

a 

opher  Hawkins 

Ditto     .     . 

>i 

Le&vre      .    . 

Sail-maker 

Si.i: : 

Ditfai    ,    . 

*    'I 

>  9830 

fi60    0    0 

each. 

Mojeit      .    . 

Arnionrer  . 

l^ooper 

Pearson  .    .    . 

Jarpeater's  m. 

liielvocke.jun. 

in  Clement      . 

Iblc  Eeaman 

■\ 

MoiTis      .     .    . 

Ditto    .    . 

1 

MouUille  .    . 

Oitto    .    . 

1 

cGiU      ... 

( 

Fero  .... 

Ditto    ."     '. 

r  16871 

«0    7     S 

Smith     .    .    . 

Ditto    .    . 

i 

ea:K 

dAlcocke  .    . 

Ditto     .    . 

\ 

rheabald     .    . 

) 

m  Burrows  .     . 

Old  seaman 

'i 

1  M'Donald      . 

Ditto    .    . 

rdCroft  .     ,     . 

Ditto    .     . 

Robbins  .    .    . 

Groaimpt,  or 

K.,   5 

} ., 

820    4     S 

(«Hsrrv     .     . 

Cfioli     .    . 

1 

...K-ll. 

persuDB  III  ujj. 

5'2i 

98,6011, 

iii,f)(}l    15     6 
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"  The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  sum  total  of  this  divi- 
dend falls  short  of  what  I  said  the  capture  amounted  to ;  botf 
in  order  to  set  that  matter  right,  there  is  a  secret  article  of 
627  quadruples  of  gold,  which  Shelvocke  graciously  shared 
among  private  friends,  each  quadruple,  or  double  donbloooy 
being  worth  sixteen  dollars  each,  or  L.  3  :  14:8  sterling,  at 
4s.  8d.  the  dollar.  The  value  of  these  is  10,0S£  dollars,  wmdi 
added  to  the  sum  of  the  foregoing  account,  make  108,686{ 
dollars,  or  L.  25,348 : 1 1  : 6  sterling  in  all.  Which  large  Sim 
of  money  Shelvocke  had  the  prodigious  modesty  to  conceal^ 
under  the  mysterious  et  cetera*  Stewart's  book  mentions  the 
double  doubloons,  but  says  not  a  word  as  to  how  they  wers 
distributed,  so  thatwe  may  imagine  they  were  sunk  betweeq 
the  two  Shelvockes  and  Stewart :  For,  as  Stewart  was  agenl^ 
cashier,  and  paymaster,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  hide  a  bag 
of  gold  from  the  public,  and  to  divide  it  ^flerwards  in  a  cop« 
mittee  of  two  or  three.*'— JBe^agA. 


Section  VIII. 

jippetidix  to  ShehocMs  ^<^oge  round  the  World.  OmkMug^ 
Observations  on  the  Country  and  Inhabitants  of  Peru,  if 
Captain  lictagh. ' 

INTRODUCTION. 

This  article  may  rather  seem  misplaced^  as  here  inserted! 
among  the  circumnavigations ;  but,  both  as  having  arisa' 
out  of  the  voyage  of  Shelvocke,  and  because  arranged  im 
this  manner  by  Harris^  it  has  been  deemed  proper  and  tib^ 
cessary  to  preserve  it  in  this  place,  where  it  may  be  in  a 
great  measure  considered  as  a  supplement .  to  the  pr 
voyage.  In  the  opinion  of  Harris,  **  The  time  that 
lived  among  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  and  the  manner 
which  he  was  treated  by  them,  gave  him  an'oppbrtunity 
acrjuainting  himself  with  their  manners  and  customs,  ai 
with  the  nature  and  maxims  of  their  government,  such  ai 
no  P^nglishman  had  possessed;  and  the  lively  manner  lA 
which  ne  tells  his  story,  gives  it  much  beauty  and  spirit* 
yVq  have  already  seen^  in  the  narrative  of  Shelvocke^  the 

OCCMOA 

'  Harris,  I.  240. 
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of  Betagh  separating  from  his  commander,  along 
wkk  Hatdy  and  a  oompieroent  of  men  in  the  Mercury,  oa 
vUdi  occasion  Sbdvocbe  allied  that  they  purposely  sepa* 
med  from  him,  in  ccmsequence  of  taking  a  price  containing 
150^000  doUars.  In  the  following  narrative,  Betagh  te£ 
Us  own  story  very  di£brently,  and  we  do  not  presume  to 
dfltcnnine  between  them.  The  separation  of  Shelvocke  ori- 
gbaBy  from  his  own  superior  officer,  Clipperton,  is  not 
widmot  saq>icion ;  and  Hatelvand  Beta^  may  have  learnt 
from  their  commander,  to  endeavour  to  promote  their  own 
indifidiiai  interests,  at  the  cjmense  of  their  duty,  alrea4y 
wiahmfd  by  bad  example. — Ed. 


$  1.  Purliculan  rf  the  Capture  of  the  Mercury  by  the 

Spaniardtm 

It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1720,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  March,  when  Captain  Shelvocke  sent  Hately  and  the 
rest  of  us  to  seek  our  fortunes  in  the  lighter  called  the  Mer* 
cory.    He  then  went  in  the  Speedwell  to  plunder  the  village 
tf  rayta,  where  we  might  easily  have  joined  him,  had  he 
been  pleased  to  have  imparteil  his  design  to  us.     We  had 
not  cruized  long  off  Cape  Blanco,  when  we  took  a  small 
bark,  having  a  good  quantity  of  flour  and  chocolate.    There 
were  also  on  board  an  elderly  lady,  and  a  thin  old  firiar^ 
whom  we  detained  two  or  three  days ;  and,  after  taking  out 
what  could  be  of  use  to  us,  we  discharged  the  bark  and 
them.   Soon  after  this  we  took  the  Pink,  which  Shelvocke  calb 
the  rich  prize.     Her  people  had  no  suspicion  of  our  being 
IB  enemy,  and  held  on  their  way  till  they  saw  the  Mercury 
standing  towards  them,  and  then  began  to  suspect  us ;   oa 
which,  about  noon,  they  clapt  their  helm  bard  a-weather^ 
and  crowded  all  sail  before  the  wind ;  and,  being  in  ballast> 
this  was  her  best  sailing,  yet  proved  also  the  greatest  advan-* 
tflge  they  could  have  given  us ;  for,  had  she  neld  her  windy 
oar  flat-bottomed  vessel  could  never  have  got  up  with  theirs. 
About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  with  the  assistance  of  hard  row- 
ing, we  got  up  witinn  shot  of  the  chase,  and  made  her 
bring  to,  when  pretty  near  the  shore.     On  boarding  the 
prize,  in  which  were  about  seventy  persons,  thirty  of  whom 
were  ne^oes,  Hately  left  me  and  Pressick  in  the  Mercury, 
%vith  other  four,  where  we  continued  two  or  three  days,  tjll 

a  heavy 
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a  heavy  rain  spoiled  all  our  breod  and  other  dry  proyii 
We  then  went  on  board  the  prize^  sending  three  m( 
take  chaivo  of  the  Mercury. 

After  tniS|  we  stood  off  and  on  in  the  height  of  i 
Blanco  for  seven  or  eight  dayS|  expecting  to  meet  witl 
G^Mscdwell  I  and  at  that  place  we  sent  ashore  the  Sp) 
Captain,  a  padre  or  priest*  and  some  gentlemen  passen 
At  last  we  espied  a  sail  plying  to  windward ;  and,  havin 
doubt  that  she  was  either  the  Speedwell  or  the  Succesi 
stood  towards  her,  while  she  also  edged  down  toward 
About  ten  in  the  morning  wo  were  near  enough  to  i 
her  out  to  be  a  ship  of  wnr^  but  neither  of  tiMsc  wc  wi 
for.  The  master  of  oiir  prize  had  before  infornicd  us,  th 
had  fallen  in  with  the  /iri//fVi/i/f,  which  was  cruizing  foi 
privateers,  and  wo  had  till  now  entirely  disregarded  hi 
formation.  Upon  this,  Hately  advised  with  mc  whc 
ought  to  do  in  this  emergency,  when  wc  agreed  to  ei 
▼our  to  take  advantage  ot  the  information  given  us  b; 
Spaniards;  considcnng,  as  the  Brillinnto  liad  spoke 
very  lately  with  the  Pink,  that  there  might  not  be  i 
questions  asked  now.  Accordingly,  Hately  and  I  dr 
ourselves  like  Spaniards,  and  hoisted  Spanish  colours, 
fined  all  our  prisoners  in  the  great  cabin,  and  allowed 
but  Indians  aud  negroes  to  appear  on  tlie  deck,  tha 
Pink  might  have  the  same  appearance  as  before.  We 
probably  succeeded  in  this  contrivance,  but  for  the  ( 
Bacy  of  John  Sprake,  one  of  our  men,  whom  we  coul< 
persuade  to  keep  olf  the  deck.  As  the  Hrilliante  cam 
she  fired  a  gun  to  leewanl,  on  which  wc  lowerc^l  our 
sail,  going  Md}st  easy  sail  till  we  got  alongnide.  llic 
question  asked  was,  If  we  had  seen  the  English  prival 
Wo  answered,  No.  Tlie  next  question  was,  How  we 
got  no  farther  on  our  way  to  Lima  ?  To  whieli  wo  am 
cd,  l)y  reason  of  the  currents.  1  o  two  or  three  other  \ 
tion%  we  answered  satisfactorily  in  Spanish,  and  they 
getting  their  tacks  aboard  in  order  to  leave  us,  when  8| 
and  two  or  three  more  of  our  men  appeared  on  the 
deck*  A  Frenchman  aboard  the  Drillinnte,  who  wasoi 
Jnast-head,  seeing  their  long  trowscrs,  called  out.  Par  j 
JMomitur^  ihwnt  Aitghh^  Ify  Ilenven,  Sir,  they  are  Enf 
U|)on  which  they  immediately  fired  a  broud-sidc  inti 
with  round  and  partridge  hhot,  by  one  of  which  Matelj 
slightly  wounded  in  the  leg. 
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Mwo&a  as  we  rtrndc  oiir  Bng,  the  enemy  sent  for  all  the 

mi  hotad  their  ships,  imd  ordered  two  of  their  own 

info  odr  prize.   The  BrilUante  then  bore  down  on  the 

Tjf  into  which  she  fired  at  least  twcn^-five  shot^ 

riuth  boMd  her  sides  throi^h  and  through :    Yet  sacb  was 

Ae  emiitnictkMi  of  that  extraordinanr  vessd,  that,  thon^ 

^itte  fin  of  water,  there  was  not  weight  enough  to  sink  her, 

dMI  oar  three  men  who  were  in  her  remained  nnhort.    Doa 

FpAo  Ifidhmdo^  the  Spanish  commander,  ordered  these 

dwee  flwn  into  his  own  ship,  in  which  he  intended  to  sail 

ftr  Bqria.    As  for  me^  he  gave  directimis  that  I  should  be 

wtattitymkB  np  the  oountfy,  to  a  place  called  PiurOf  and 

«ii  wo  kind  aa  to  leave  Mr  f^ressick  the  surgeon^  and  my 

miJLMUt  Gobb%  to  bear  me  company.    Mr  Hatdy  and  the 

ml  of  oar  men  were  ordered  to  Lima  by  land,  a  journey 

af  fimr  inmdred  miles.*    Hatdy  had  the  misfortune  to  he 

ioMj  tmder  the  displeasure  of  the  l^aniards:   First,  for 

nterning  into  these  seas  after  having  b^n  lon^  their  prison- 

€if  and  bdng  well  used  among  them :    And,  second,  for 

lunring  str^>ped  die  Portuguese  captain  at  Cape  Frio  of  a 

good  qoantity  of  moidores,  which  were  now  found  upon 

flin.    Don  Fedro  proposed  to  have  this  business  searched 

Id  the  bottom,  and  the  guilty  severely  punished,  without 

ca^poiii^  the  innocoit  to  any  danger. 


f  i.  Ohtrvatiom  made  by  Betagh  in  the  North  of  Peru. 

Lbaving  Mr  Hately  for  the  present,  I  proceed  to  the  ob- 
seffations  I  made  on  the  road,  as  the  admiral  was  so  good 
s  send  me  np  into  die  country,  till  his  return  from  Payta* 
As  die  weather  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  much  too  hot  to 
atek  of  any  labour  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  custom  la 
tottavel  only  from  six  in  the  evening  till  eight  next  mom- 
ii^.  My  Indian  guide  set  me  on  the  best  mule  he  had, 
vmch  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  the  rest,  so  that  I  led 
vtsj  mow-travellers  while  day  lasted.    The  whole  country 

througn 

*  Liina  is  above  six  handred  miles  from  Cape  Blanco,  and  Piura  is  about 
*(*oitjr'five  miles  from  tbe  same  place.  Betagh  gives  no  account  of  the 
P^  where  be  landed;  batforU'  miles  northwards  from  Piura  would  only 
^^  him  to  the  north  side  of  the  bay  of  Payta ;  and,  as  he  makes  no 
l^^mioo  of  passing  any  rivefy  he  was  probably  landed  on  tbe  south  side 
^  the  riTcr  Amatape  or  Cbinu— £• 
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through  which  we  travelled  was  an  open  pkin^  haTioff  lo- 
cfian  plantations  kid  out  with  tolerable  r^ukritVf  on  Dolb 
sides  of  us.  This  champaign  country  is  from  uiir^  to  an 
hundred  miles  broad,  and  extends  three  hundred  miles  akrng 
shore;  and  I  was  travelling  to  the  southward,  havina  tha 
Cordelicras,  or  mountains  of  the  Andes^  on  my  left  bandit  . 
and  the  great  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  right.  As  the  soQ  k. 
^ood  and  fertile,  this  land  would  be  as  one  a  country  as  ainf- 
in  the  work],  if  well  watered ;  but  traveUers  are  here  obli* 
fled  to  carry  water  for  their  mules  as  well  as  themsdvea.  At 
the  approach  of  night,  I  was  much  puzzled  to  find  the  wajy 
my  mule  still  persisting  to  go  foremost,  being  often  stopped 
by  orreat  sand  hills,  and  my  mule  as  often  endeavouMa  to  • 
pull  the  reins  oi^t  of  my  hand.  This  being  very  trouble 
some,  the  Indians  advised  me  to  lay  the  reins  on  the  mulcts 
neck,  and  on  doing  that  the  creature  easily  hit  the  way* 
These  sand  hills  often  shift  from  place  to  place,  which  I  sup- 
pose is  occasioned  by  strong  eddy  winds,  reverberated  from 
the  mountains. 

We  rested  at  Dight  in  an  old  empty  house,  about  half 
way,  which  the  guide  told  me  was  built  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Flora,  ior  the  accommodation  of  the  prince  of  Ssft 
Bueno,  viceroy  of  Peru,  when  tliey  met  and  regaled  him 
at  his  entrance  on  his  government.  After  a  short  rest,  we 
continued  our  journey,  and  arrived  at  Piura,  a  handsome 
regularly  built  town,  on  tlie  banks  of  the  river  Callan  or 
Fiura.  The  Indian  conducted  us  to  the  house  of  an  honest 
Spanish  gentleman  and  his  wife,  to  whose  charge  he  com* 
mktcd  us,,  and  then  retum63  to  Paytu.  In  less  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  flocked  to  see 
us,  as  a  raree-show,  and  entertained  us  with  respect  and  Or 
yility,  instead  of  using  us  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  mh 
tienian  to  whose  charge  we  were  committed  was  named  JJOft 
Jcronimo  Daldivieso^  who  had  five  daughters,  who  received 
us  in  so  benevolent  a  manner,  that  we  hoped  our  time  wooU 
slide  easily  away,  and  our  captivity  prove  noway  disagreea- 
ble ;  and  I  now  became  sensible  of  the  favour  shewn  me  hf 
Do^^^edro  in  sending  me  to  this  place ;  for  he  had  such  in* 
tere£t  in  all  Peru,  that  for  his  sake  we  found  very  good  treat- 
ment. 

After  refreshing  oursdires,  accordufig  to  the  custom  of  the 
country,  with  chocolate,  biscuit,  ana  water,  wc  were  ser^ 
nadcd  by  the  sound  of  a  harp  from  some  inner  apartmenlf 

of 
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Udb  iDstmnient  the  artist  seemed  to  have  «  good  oom-' 
J^  aa  I  heard  parts  of  several  famous  compofitioosy  both 
m  and  Eoglulu  Upon  enquiry,  I  found  that  all  Doa 
nhao^a  daughters  had  Jeamt  mnsic^  and  sung  or  played 
I  aoBie  instrument.  Though  this  seemed  unaccountable 
fs^  I  afterwards  found  that  music  was  much  cultivated 
on.  Dnrinff  the  prevalence  of  the  Italian  party  at  the 
t  of  Madri<C  the  last  viceroy  of  Peru,  the  prince  oC 
Bneno^  who  was  an  Italian,  brought  a  great  many  ma- 
ns to  that  country  along  with  him,  by  whom  the  taste 
Basic  had  spread  every  where^  and  had  become  as  good 
leni  as  in  old  Spain.  I  the  rather  notice  this^  because 
■r  being  lovers  of  music,  and  behaving  peaceably  and 
ly  to  the  inhabitants,  we  pawed  our  tune  quietly  and 
rfiilly*  We  were  only  exposed  to  ooe  inooavenieiioe^ 
b  lasted  all  the  time  we  remained  here :  which  was,  the 
r  assembling  of  the  people  to  stare  at  us.  I  and  mv 
eant  Cobba,  being  used  to  e3cercise  in  public,  bore  thia 
y  well ;  but  Mr  Pressick,  being  a  grave  man,  at  first 
I  down  his  head,  and  was  very  mdancholy.  Bot  he 
^  better  acquainted  with  the  people  by  degrees,  and  came, 
ce  them  so  well,  that  we  had  much  ado  to  get  him  away^ 
3  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  remove  our  quarters^ 
!most  ail  the  commodities  of  Europe  are  distributed 
ugh  Spanish  America  by  a  sort  of  pedlars,  or  mer> 
Its  who  travel  on  foot.  These  men  come  from  Panama 
ayta  by  sea;  and  in  their  road  from  Payta  to  Lima^ 
e  Piura  their  first  stage,  disposing  of  their  goods,  and 
uing  their  burdens,  as  they  go  along.  From  Piura^ 
I  taKC  the  inland  road  by  Caxamarca,  and  others  the 
i  along  tbe  coast  through  Truxillo.  From  Lima  they 
their  passage  back  to  Panama  by  sea,  perhaps  carrying 
them  a  small  adventure  of  brandy*  At  Panama  they 
D  stock  themselves  with  European  goods,  and  return  by 
JO  Payta.  Here  they  hire  mules  to  cany  their  goods, 
9g  Indians  along  with  them  to  guide  the  mules  and  cany 
1  back :  And  in  this  way  these  traders  keep  a  continual 
id^  till  they  have  gained  a  sufficiency  to  hve  on.  'Qiei^ 
tiling  expenses  are  next  to  nothing ;  as  the  Indians'  are 
er  such  entire  subjection  to  the  Spaniards,  that  they  a!-> 
i  find  them  in  lodgings  free,  and  provide  them  with  prem- 
ier for  their  mules.  All  this  every  white  man  mny  com- 
d,  being  an  homage  tbe  lniiiaoi>  have  long  been  accus* 

tomed 
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tomed  to,  and  some  think  therosclTes  honoured  into  the 
bargain.  Yet  out  of  generosity,  th^y  sometimes  meet  with 
a  small  recompense.  Among  the  British  and  French,  a  ped- 
lar is  despised,  and  his  employment  is  considered  as  a  Toy 
mean  shift  for  getting  a  living:  But  it  is  quite  otherwise 
here,  where  the  quick  return  of  money  is  a  sufficient  excUtf 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  is  gained ;  and  there  are  many 
gentlemen  in  old  Spain,  in  declining  circumstance,  who 
send  their  sons  to  wliat  they  call  the  Indies,  to  retrieye  their 
ibrtunes  in  this  way. 

Our  lodging  while  at  Piura  was  in  an  out-house,  which 
had  been  bnih  on  purpose  for  accommodating  such  trayd- 
ling  merchants.  Every  day,  according  to  the  Spanish  eaM¥ 
tom,  our  dinner  was  served  up  under  covers,  and  we  eat  at 
llie  same  table  with  Don  Jeronimo ;  while  the  good  lady  of 
the  house  and  her  daughters  sat  in  another  room.  Anf 
•trong  liquors  are  only  used  during  dinner :  And  I  thinK 
die  only  circumstance  m  our  conduct  that  any  way  disoblF 

£d  our  good  host,  was  once  seeing  me  drink  a  dram  widk 
e  doctor,  at  a  small  eating-house;  and,  as  nothing  is 
more  offensive  to  the  Spaniards  than  drunkenness,  I  hsd 
much  ado  to  apologise  for  this  step.  Yet  they  admit  of  gat 
lantry  in  the  utmost  excess,  thus  only  exchanging  one  enor« 
mity  for  another. 

After  remaining  about  six  weeks  at  Piura,  our  Indian 

Jnide  came  to  conduct  us  to  Payta,  to  which  place  the  Bril* 
ante  had  returned.  When  about  to  take  leave,  Mr  Pre»> 
sick  our  surgeon  was  not  to  be  found,  which  dettUned  us  a 
day.  They  had  concealed  him  in  the  town,  meaning  to 
have  kept  him  there,  being  a  very  useful  man ;  and  u  he 
could  have  had  a  small  chest  of  medicines,  he  might  soon 
have  made  a  handsome  fortune.  Next  day,  however,  we 
mounted  our  mules,  and  parted  reluctantly  with  our  kind 
host  and  his  family.  We  went  on  board  the  Brilliante  K 
Payta,  which  had  done  nothing  at  sea  since  we  left  her,  and 
now  made  a  sort  of  cruizing  voyage  to  Calao,  the  port  (£ 
Lima.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  civility  I  received 
firmi  Don  Pedro  Midranda,  who  was  admiral  or  general  of 
the  South  Seas ;  and  I  shall  here  add  one  circumstance  to 
the  honour  of  Monsieur  de  Grange,  a  captain  under  the 
general.  When  taken  by  the  Brilnante,  the  soldiers  strip- 
ped us,  considering  our  clothes  as  the  usual  perquisite  of 
conquerors ;  on  which  that  gentleman  generously  gave  ne 

a  band- 
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a  bandflome  iiiit  of  clothes^  two  pair  of  silk  tCockinA 
abtt  and  wig,  aad  every  thing  accordant,  so  that  1  was  it^ 
Ibsr  a  gainer  by  this  accident 
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Pfwmen  at  that  place* 

Ocu'  wyage  to  linm  occupied  aboat  five  weeks ;  andf 
initniBdiatehr  on  onr  arrival,  we  were  committed  to  the  same 
prison  in  wliich  the  rest  of  the  ship's  company  were  confined^ 
anpt  Mr  Hately,  wfao^  for  reasons  former^  assigned,  waa 
eMrfmed  by  himself,  and  very  roughly  treated.  A  short 
tte  lUter  onr  arrival,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  hear 
•air  iOume,  and  to  determine  whether  we  were  to  be  treated 
as  crimiaals,  or  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  were  charged  with 
tict  solely  for  what  we  had  done  in  the  South  Seas  ia 
the  Spaniards,  but  for  having  used  the  like  vio* 
[hst  otiusr  nations^  before  our  arrival  in  that  sea^ 
book  wliich  they  proposed  to  infer  that  we  had  evinced  api^ 
tatical  disposition  in  the  whole  of  our  conduct.  Of  this  thef 
thbittht  tn^  had  sufficient  proof  in  the  moidores  found  upoA 
Hatay,  as  they  appeared  to  have  been  taken  firom  the  sub* 
Jects  of  a  prince  in  amity,  with  our  sovereign.  H^:}pily  for 
wt,  Don  Diego  Morsilio,  the  viceroy,  who  was  an  archbishop 
in  the  decline  of  lifi^  was  pleased  to  investigate  this  matter ; 
ind  finding  only  one  of  us  guilty,  would  not  sign  an  order 
for  taking  away  the  lives  of  the  innocent.  Some  were  for 
lending  natley  to  the  mines  for  life^  and  others  for  hanging 
bim :  But  the  several  accounts  of  the  vile  proceedings  of 
Captain  Shdvocke  contributed  to  his  deliverance,  of  the 
truth  of  which  circumstance^  there  were  enough  of  our  people 
at  Lima  to  witness;  for,  besides  Lieutenant  Sergeantson  and 
his  men,  who  were  brought  thither,  there  came  also  the  men 
whom  Shelvocke  sent  alon^  with  Hopkins  to  shift  for  thon- 
selves  in  an  empty  bark,  who  were  forced  to  surrender  them^ 
selves  to  the  Indians  for  want  of  sustenance ;  so  that  the 
(Dourt  were  satisfied  that  Shelvocke  was  the  principal  in  that 
piratical  act,  rather  than  Hately.  Considering  that  we  had 
all  been  sufficiently  punished  before  our  arrival  at  Lima,  they 
thought  fit  to  let  us  all  go  by  degrees.  Hately  was  kept  ia 
irons  about  a  twelvemonth,  and  was  then  allowed  to  retura 
to  England.    I  was  jnore  fortunate^  as.  my  imprisonment 

lasted 
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lasted  only  a  foitnigbty  owing  to  the  interpotition-  of  one 
Captain  Fitzgerald»  a  goitleman  born  in  France^  who  had 
great  interest  with  the  viceroy,  and  became  security  Sat  bm^ 
on  which  I  was  aUowed  my  liberty  in  the  city^  provided  I 
were  forthcoming  when  called  for. 

Among  my  first  ekiqiiiries  was  into  the  condition  of  odwf 
English  prisoners  at  this  place.  I  learnt  from  Lieatenant 
Sergeantson  and  his  mcn^  who  were  here  before  n%  that  most 
of  them  had  adopted  the  religion  of  the  country^  had  km 
christened,  and  were  dispersed  among  the  convents  of  tte  ■ 
iity*  The  first  of  these  I  met  had  his  catechism  in  one  bail4# 
and  a  large  string  of  beads  dai^ling  in  the  other*-  I.smiMb' 
and  asked  him  how  he  liked  it  r  He  said,  very  wcD ;  for  faa^ 
ving  a  religion  to  chase^  he  thought  theirs  better  than  noM^ 
especially  as  it  brought  him  good  meat  and  drink,  and  a 
quiet  life.  Many  of  Shelvocke's  men  followed  this  exampl% 
and  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  most  of  them  had  the  sam 
substantial  reason  for  their  conversion.  It  is  here  reckoqdl 
very  meritorious  to  make  a  convert,  and  many  arguraenCi 
were  used  for  that  purpose,  but  no  rigorous  measures  weili 
fised  to  bring  any  one  over  to  their  way  of  thinking.  Those 
who  consented  to  be  baptized,  generally  had  some  of  dl^ 
merchants  of  Lima  for  their  patrons  and  god-fathersy  iriia 
never  failed  to  give  them  a  good  suit  of  cfothes,  and  soma 
money  to  drink  their  healths. 

About  this  time  four  or  five  of  Clipperton's  men  had  leaw 
from  the  convents  where  they  resided,  to  meet  together  at  a 
public-house  kept  by  one  John  Bell,  an  Englishman,  wha 
had  a  negro  wife,  who  had  been  made  firee  for  some  servioa 
or  other.  The  purpose  of  this  meetii^  was  merely  to  OOB* 
firm  their  new  baptism  over  a  bowl  of  punch;  but  they  al 
got  drunk  and  quarreUed,  and,  forgetting  they  were  tma 
catholics,  they  demolished  the  image  of  some  honest  saiBft 
that  stood  in  a  corner,  mistaking  him  for  one  of  their  com* 
panions.  Missing  them  for  a  few  days,  I  enquired  at  fidl 
what  was  become  of  them,  when  he  told  me  they  were  all  ia. 
the  Inquisition  *,  for  the  thing  having  taken  air,  he  was 
obliged  to  go  himsdf  to  complain  of  their  behaviour,  bat  ht 
got  them  released  a  few  days  after,  when  they  had  time  toi3»« 
pent  and  get  sober  in  the  dungeons  of  the  holy  ofiice*  Bcft 
said,  if  these  men  had  remained  heretics,  their  drunken  ea* 
ploit  had  not  come  within  the  verge  of  the  ecclesiastioi 
power ;  but  as  they  were  novices,  they  were  the  easier  pai^ 

done^ 
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donedy  tfaefar  outrages  on  the  saint  being  attributed  to  the  li- 
quor, and  not  to  any  designed  affiront  to  the  catholie  fiiith, 
or  a  relapse  into  heresy. 

Some  time  afterwards,  about  a  dozen  of  our  men  from  the 
Sncccis  and  Speedwell  were  sent  to  Calaoy  to  assist  in  ca- 
leeniogand  fitting  out  the  Flying-fishi  designed  for  Europe. 
Thiy  here  entered  into  a  plot  to  run  away  with  the  Marga- 
litey  a  good  sailing  ship  which  lay  in  the  harbour,  meanmg 
tokiTe  gone  for  themselves,  in  which  of  course  they  would 
\mt  meted  as  pirates.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  for  ammu- 
MtioD  and  a  compass,  they  applied  to  Mr  Sergeantson,  pre* 
traiing  they  meant  to  steal  away  to  Panama^  where  there 
was  an  English  factory,  and  whence  they  had  hopes  of  get* 

a  home.    They  said  they  had  got  half  a  dozen  firelocks, 
whidh  they  might  be  able  to  kill  wild  hogs  or  oUier 
gnne^  at  they  went  along,  and  begged  him  to  help  them  to 
seme  powder  and  shot,  and  a  compass  to  steer  their  way 
Aroogb  the  woods.    By  begging  and  making  catholic  signs 
to  the  people  in  Lima,  they  bad  collected  some  dollars,  which 
Acy  (fesired  Sergeantson  to  lay  out  for  them  ;  and  he,  not 
■istrosting  their  plot,  bonght  them  what  they  wanted.  Thus 
finrnished,  one  of  them  came  to  me  at  Lima,  and  told  me 
dieir  intention,  and  that  Sprake  was  to  have  the  command, 
SI  beinff  the  only  one  among  them  who  knew  any  thing  of 
navigation.     I  answered,  that  it  was  a  bold  dcsiprn ;  but  as 
Captain  Fitasgerakl  had  engaged  for  my  honour,  I  could  not 
engage  in  it.    Their  plot  was  discovered  a  few  days  after, 
mar  lodgings  searched,  their  arms  taken  away,  and  they 
were  committed  to  prison.     The  government  was  much  in« 
ceased  against  them,  and  had  nearly  determined  upon  their 
oecution ;  but  they  were  soon  all  released  except  Sprake, 
who  was  the  ringleader,  and  was  kept  in  irons  for  two  or 
tbiee  mcHiths,  and  then  set  at  liberty. 

The  dominions  belonging  to  the  Spaniards  in  America  are 
so  large  and  valuable,  that,  if  well  governed,  they  might  ren- 
der that  monarchy  exceedingly  ^rmidable.  in  my  long 
>tty  in  Peru,  I  had  the  means  of  examining  at  leisure,  and 
^ith  attention,  their  manner  of  living,  the  form  of  their  go- 
▼mment,  and  many  other  circumstances  little  known  in  our 
pirtof  the  world,  and  had  many  importunities  of  enquiring 
^to  things  minotely,  which  did  not  lall  under  my  immediate 
^'btervation ;  and  of  which  I  propose  to  give  as  clear  and  ac- 
<^Qnite  an  accoiipt  as  I  cim,  constantly  distinguishing  be- 
tween 
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twcen  what  fell  under  my  own  iminediatc  knowledge^  v^H 
what  I  received  from  the  information  of  otliers. 


$  4.  Description  of  Uma^  and  some  Account  of  the  Govmtr. 

ment  of*  Pcru» 

The  great  and  rich  city  of  Lima  is  tho  metropolis  of  Far 
rui  and  the  seat  of  an  archbishop.  It  is  all  regularly  bqik^ 
the  streets  being  all  straight  and  spacious,  divldmg  tbo  wImi|)| 
into  small  s(|uares.  It  stands  in  an  open  vale,  through  whid^ 
runs  a  gentle  stream,  dividing  tho  city  in  two,  as  the  Thawsp 
does  London  from  Southwark.  Calao  is  the  port  of  LinNh 
from  whence  it  is  about  seven  miles  distant.  Because  of  ikf 
frequent  earth({uake8y  the  houses  arc  only  of  ono  story,  apd 
generally  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  high.  It  contains  eight  ptf 
rish  churcliesi  three  colleges  for  students,  twcnty-eignt  iMf 
nastcrics  of  friars,  and  thirteen  nunneries,  so  tliat  the  religion 
occupy  a  fourth  part  of  the  city ;  yet,  by  the  quick  and  ple^r 
tiful  flow  of  money,  and  the  vast  sums  becjuealhed  tbroiiK^ 
the  effects  of  celibacy,  they  are  well  endowed.  Ucsidestbes% 
there  arc  two  hospitals  for  sick,  poor,  and  disabled ;  and  ift 
which  several  of  our  men  were  kindly  looked  after.  Tl|f 
length  of  the  city  from  north  to  south  is  two  miles,  and  iH 
breadth  one  and  a  half;  its  whole  circumrerence,  including 
the  wall  and  the  river,  being  six  miles.  I'hc  other,  or 
smaller  part  of  the  city,  is  to  the  east  of  the  river,  ofir 
which  there  is  a  handsome  stone  bridge  of  seven  arcbel^ 
Including  all  sorts  and  colours,  I  coni])uted  that  the  whsb 
po|)ulution  of  Lima  amounted  to  between  sixty  and  seven^ 
thousand  persons ;  and  I  should  not  wonder  at  any  mulU* 
plication  in  this  city,  as  it  is  the  centre  of  so  much  afflucnoi 
and  pic'asure.  Bf'&.i(l(*s  the  natural  increase  of  the  inhabit* 
ants,  all  ships  that  trade  this  way,  whether  public  or  privali^ 
generally  Icfave  some  deserters,  who  remain  behind  in  ooDi^ 
<]uence  of  th<*  encountgenient  given  to  all  white  facet. 

The  people  li«.re  ;ire  perhaps  the  most  cxiH>nsivc  in  thor 
habits  of  any  in  the  world.  The  men  dress  nearly  as  ■ 
England,  their  conts  being  either  of  silk,  fine  English  cblb 
or  cambletM,  en^broidc :  cd  or  laced  with  gold  or  silver,  ui 
their  waistcoats  usually  of  the  richest  brocades.  The  wo* 
men  wear  no  stnys  or  hcopi?,  Imving  only  a  stitched  hoUand 
jacket  next  their  shifis,  and  they  generally  wear  a  aqoan 

piece 
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piece  of  swaDsdown  flaDnel  thrown  over  their  shoulders,  cn- 
Uidy  covered  with  Flanders  lace,  and  have  their  pctlicontA 
adonied  with  gold  or  silver  lace.  When  they  walk  out,  the 
Creole  women  are  mostly  veiled,  but  not  the  niulattoes ;  and, 
tin  thirty  or  forty  years  of  age,  they  wear  no  head-clothes^ 
their  hair  being  tied  behind  with  fine  ribbons.  The  pride  of 
the  ladiea  chidBy  appears  in  fine  Mechlin  or  Brussels  lacc^ 
with  which  the^  trim  their  linen  in  a  most  extravagant  mac* 
Dcr,  not  onutting  even  their  sheets  apd  pillows.  Their  li* 
nen  jackets  are  double  bordered  with  it,  both  at  top  and  bot- 
ton»  with  four  or  five  ruffles  or  furbelows  hangin<;  down  to 
their  kpees.  They  are  very  extravagant  also  in  pearls  and 
psBcifENis  stones^  in  rings,  bracelets,  and  necklaces,  though 
di^  vahie  of  these  is  hardly  equal  to  the  shew. 

Ilie  viceroy  has  a  splendid  palace  in  the  royal  square^  or 
great  quadrangle  of  the  city,  which  seemed  as  large  as  Lin- 
coki's-lon-FieHs.  His  salary  is  ten  thousand  pounds  a*ycar, 
bat  his  perquisites  amount  to  double  that  sum.  And  though 
his  government  expires  at  the  end  of  three,  four,  or  five 
jfoui,  be  generally  makes  a  handsome  fortune,  as  all  places 
are  in  his  gift^  both  in  the  government  and  the  army  through- 
out all  Peru,  except  such  as  are  sent  out  or  nominated  by 
the  kingi  The  great  court  of  justice  consists  of  twelve 
judges,  besides  a  number  of  inferior  officers,  councillors,  and 
Hdicitors.  Before  this  court  all  causes  are  decided,  but  they 
arc  too  often  determined  in  favour  of  the  party  who  gives 
most  money.  And,  though  tlicse  vast  dominions  abound  in 
ricb^  there  is  not  much  work  for  the  lawyers,  as  the  laws 
ate  few  and  plain,  which  certainly  is  much  better  than  a 
nnltiplicity  of  laws,  explaining  one  another  till  they  become 
so  intricate  that  the  issue  of  a  cause  depends  more  on  the 
craft  of  the  solicitor  and  advocate,  than  on  its  justice.  Every 
Biagistrate  in  this  country  knows  that  his  reign  is  short,  and 
that  he  will  be  laughed  at  if  he  does  not  make  a  fortune,  so 
that  they  wink  at  each  other ;  and,  so  great  is  the  distance 
between  Spain  and  Peru,  that  the  royal  orders  are  seklom 
ittarded,  being  two  years  in  goinnr  backv/ard  and  forward : 
Hence  arise  many  clandestine  doings.  According  to  law, 
the  king  ought  to  have  a  twentieth  part  of  all  the  gold,  and 
I  fifth  of  all  the  silver  procured  from  the  mines ;  but  vast 
inantities  are  carried  away  privately,  without  paying  any 
loty,  both  north  by  Panama,  and  south  through  the  Straits 
t  Magellan.    There  are  also  vast  sums  allowed  for  the  mi- 
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IHia,  the  garrisons,  and  tbe  repairs  of  ibrtificationsy  one  heX 
of  which  are  never  applied  to  these  objects.  Hence  it  may 
easily  be  imagined  what  immense  riches  would  flow  into  the 
treasury  of  Madrid,  if  his  catholic  majesty  were  faithfully 
served. 

The  country  of  Peru  is  naturally  subject  to  earthquakes. 
About  fifty  years  before  I  was  there,  or  about  the  year  I670f 
there  were  two  great  ones  at  Lima,  which  overturned  many 
houses,  churches,  and  convents.  And  in  the  reign  of  Chufcs 
II.  the  late  king  of  Spain,  there  was  an  earthquake  near  the 
equator,  which  lifted  up  whole  fields,  carryinj^  them  to  the 
distance  of  several  miles.  Small  shocks  are  often  felt  which 
do  no  harm,  and  I  have  been  often  called  out  of  bed  on  inch 
occasions,  and  heard  nothing  more  about  the  matter ;  IniC 
on  these  occasions  the  bells  always  toll  to  prayers.  Yet^  al- 
though this  country  has  suffered  much  from  earthquakes,  in^ 
Eecially  near  the  coast,  their  churches  are  lofty  and  neady 
uilt.  Such  parts  of  their  buildings  as  require  strength -«re 
made  of  burnt  bricks ;  but  their  dwelling-houses  are  all  con- 
structed of  bamboos,  canes,  and  bricks  only  dried  in  tbe  son, 
•  which  are  sufficiently  durable,  as  it  never  rains  in  Peru. 
Instead  of  roois,  they  are  merely  covered  over  with  mats^  on 
which  ashes  are  strewed,  to  keep  out  the  dews.  The  unal 
river  of  Lima,  or  Runac^  consists  mostly  of  snow-water  fixm 
the  neighbouring  mountains,  which  are  covered  all  the  year 
with  snow,  that  partly  dissolves  in  the  summer-seasotiy  boA 
September  to  March. 

One  would  expect  the  weather  to  be  much  hotter  here; 
but  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  heat  of  this  part  of 
America  and  the  same  latitudes  in  Aftrica.  This  is  owing  to 
two  causes;  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  snowy  mountains 
diffuses  a  cool  temperature  of  the  air  all  around ;  and  the 
constant  humid  vapours,  which  are  so  frequent  that  I  often 
expected  it  to  rain  when  I  first  went  to  Lima.  These  va- 
pours are  not  so  dcnse^  low,  and  gloomy,  like  our  fbgs^  nor 
yet  are  they  separated  above  like  our  summer  clouds ;  but  aa 
exhalation  between  both,  spread  all  around,  as  when  we  aay 
the  day  is  overcast,  so  that  sometimes  a  fine  dew  is  felt  on 
the  upper  garments^  and  may  even  be  discerned  on  the  koqp 
of  the  cloth.  This  is  a  prodigious  convenience  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lima,  who  are  thus  screened  half  the  day  from  tbt 
sun ;  and  though  it  often  shines  out  in  the  afternoon,  yet  is 
(he  heat  very  tolerable,  being  tempered  by  the  sea-t(reeKe% 

and 
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0t  near  wo  hot  as  at  Lisbon  and  fome  parts  ci  Spain, 
Am  thirty  d^g;rees  farther  from  the  equator* 
e  CBtire  want  of  rain  in  this  ooontry  indnoed  the  In- 
»  even  befixre  the  oonqoest^  to  oonstmct  canab  and 
I  for  leading  water  from  amone  the  distant  monntBin% 
I  ihejr  have  done  with  gieat  skm  and  bbonr,  ao  as  to 
te  and  re&edt  tlie  raihes,  by  which  they  prodnee  graas 
am,  and  a  variety  of  fruits,  to  whidi  also  the  dews  oon- 
c     A  Spanish  writer  observes  that  this  perpetual  want 
n  is  occawoned  by  the  south-west  wind  Mowing  on  the 
of  Pern  the  whole  year  round,  which  always  bears  away 
ipoors  from  the  pbins  before  they  are  of  sufficient  body 
nend  in  showers :  But,  when  carried  higher  and  fiir- 
tnknd,  they  become  more  compact^  and  at  length  fill 
in  rain  on  the  interior  hills,    "fhe  inhabitants  Sf  Perti 
plenty  of  cattle,  fowls,  fish,  and  all  hinds  of  provisions 
son  among  us,  except  butter,  instead  of  wfaioi  they  al- 
nse  lanL    They  have  oil,  wine,  and  brandy  in  almnd- 
but  not  so  good  as  in  Europe.     Instead  of  tea  firom 
a,  which  is  prohibited,  they  make  great  use  of  camnif 
I  herb  of  Paraguay,  or  Jesuits  tea,  whidi  is  bnnmht 
Paraguay  by  land.    They  make  a  decoction  of  this, 
!i  they  usually  suck  through  a  pipe,  calling  it  MatteOj 
;  the  name  of  the  bowl  out  of  which  it  is  drank.     Cho- 
e  is  their  usual  breakfast,  and  their  grace  cup  after  din- 
and  sometimes  ther  take  a  glass  of  brandy,  to  promote 
tion,  but  scarcely  drink  any  wine.  In  Chili,  they  make 
butter,  such  as  it  is,  the  cream  being  put  into  a  skita 
cept  for  that  purpose,  which  is  laid  on  a  table  between 
romeo,  who  shake  it  till  the  butter  comes. 
le  foulards  are  no  friends  to  the  bottle,  yet  gallantry 
intrigue  are  here  brought  to  perfection,  insomuch  that 
]oite  unmannerly  here  not  to  have  a  mistress,  and  scan- 
is  not  to  keep  her  well.     The  women  have  many  ac- 
liisbments,  both  natural  and  acquired,  having  graceful 
joSf  winning  looks,  and  engaging  free;,  ana  sprighdy 
ersadon.   lliey  arc  ail  delicately  shaped,  not  imured  by 
yodled  stays,  but  left  entirely  to  the  b^uty  of  nature, 
iiardly  is  there  a  crooked  body  to  be  seen  among  them, 
r  eyes  and  teeth  are  singularly  beautiful,  and  their  hair 
riTersally  of  a  dark  poushed  hue,  nicely  combed  and 
ed,  and  tied  behind  with  ribbons,  but  never  disguised 
9wder ;  and  the  brightness  of  their  skins  round  the  tem<- 
L.  XI.  c  ple% 
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plesy  clearly  appears  through  their  dark  hair.  ThoDgli 
amours  are  universal  at  Lima,  the  men  are  very  careful  to 
bide  them,  and  no  indecent  word  or  action  is  ever  permitted 
in  public.  They  usually  meet  for  these  puiposes,  either  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  Siesta,  or  in  the  evening  in  calaahes  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  or  in  the  great  square  of  the  city, 
where  calashes  meet  in  great  numbers  in  the  dusk.  These 
are  slung  like  our  coaches,  but  smaller,  many  of  than  being 
made  only  to  hold  two  persons  sitting  opposite.  Tbej  are 
all  drawn  by  one  mule,  with  the  negro  driver  sitting  on  his 
back;  and  it  is  quite  usual  to  see  some  of  these  calashes,  witli 
the  blinds  close,  standing  still  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time*  In 
.these  amusements  they  have  several  customs  peculiar  to  them- 
selves. After  evening  prayers,  the  gentleman  changes  his 
dress  from  a  cloak  to  a  inontero^  or  iockey-coat,  with  a  laoed 
linen  cap  on  his  head,  and  a  handkerchief  round  his  neckf 
instead  of  a  wig ;  or  if  hei  wear  his  own  hair,  it  must  be  tuck* 
.  ed  under' a  cwp  and  co^u^aled,  as  it  is  the  universal  fashion 
to  be  thus  disguised.  Even  those  who  have  no  mistressi  acf 
ashamed  to  appear  virtuous,  and  must  be  somehow  masked 
or  disguised,  in  order  to  countenance  the  way  of  the  world. 
As  all  this  is  night-work,  they  have  an  established  rule  to 
avoid  quarrels,  by  never  speaking  to  or  noticing  each  qthert 
when  going  in  quest  of  or  to  visit  their  ladies. 

In  short,  the  fore-part  of  every  night  in  the  year  is  a  khi^ 
of  masquerade.  Among  people  of  any  rank  who  do  not  ke^ 
calashes,  one  couple  never  walks  close  behind  another,  bi^ 
each  at  the  distance  of  at  least  twelve  pacesi,  to  prevent  thfi 
overhearing  of  any  secret  whispers.  Should  a  lady  drop  ^ 
fan  or  any  thing  else  by  accident,  a  gentleman  may  take  |t 
up,  but  he  must  not  give  it  to  the  lady,  but  to  the  gentleman 
wno  accompanies  her,  lest  she  may  happen  to  be  the  wife  or 
sister  of  him  who  takes  it  up ;  and  as  all  the  ladies  are  veiled^ 
.  these  wise  rules  are  devised  to  prevent  any  impertinent  di»* 
coveries.  Any  freedom  in  contravention  of  these  lawsof  gaj^ 
Ian  try  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  highest  aUront,  and  yroiild 
be  thought  to  merit  a  drawn  sword  through  the  midxi^ 
Should  any  one  see  his  most  intimate  friend  any  where  wit|^ 
a  woman,  he  must  never  take  notice  of  it,  or  mention  ita^ 
'  terwards.  Every  thing  of  this  nature  is  conducted  with  all 
imaginary  gravity  and  decorum,  by  which  the  practice  of  gal- 
lantry becomes  decent  and  easy;  yet  there  ar^  some jeakwr 
ties  in  this  regular  commerce  of  love,  which  sometimes  ai|i 
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fataDr.  A  storr  of  this  kind  hiipponi'il  %hcirtiy  brrnrc  I  went 
U>  Lim^  A  joung  lad}-,  who  timuifhl  hrrM-l  >oic  MivcTt-iga 
ii  ibc  hcftit  of  her  lover,  mw  him  by  chance-  in  tlic  cuifi|MUiy 
r,  ADd,  waiting  no  farther  proof  of  hin  infiJi-lity,  »be 
plunged  a  dagger  in  hit  botom.  She  wm  toon  at 
broqglit  to  trial,  and  (*verj  one  exptTlrd  that  the  thoukl 
pj  the  liMicit  with  her  life ;  but  the  judges  contidrring  her 
as  pniceeding  from  exn***  of  luvc,  in  it  iiinhce,  ac^ 
her.  However  agrcMible  i\tv%c  gallant rii-^  ni;iy  be 
to  the  Creole  Spaniards,  they  have  .in  inconvuiiint  c-flixt  oa 
lodcKj  {  at  the  men  are  to  engnw^M^!  by  tlu*^e  ni:itt«'rt,  n«  to 
ipo3  all  pubiic  convenntion.  Ihtir  iiiuc.-  i%  tMitircly  taken 
1^  in  atundanoe  on  their  niiftreikii-ft,  *o  that  thi-rc  an*  no 
aoflefrJioufea  or  tarenu,  and  they  t:in  only  be  nul  with  at 
Aor  oflMet,  or  in  church. 
Pcrhapa  it  moy  be  chietly  owing  to  ihi^  rircininotc  pro* 
r«  that  all  manly  exrrclM-s  ull  iiM't'ul  knowledge,  and 
noble  emulation  which  inspire!!  virtue,  ojul  keeps  alive 
ibr  the  public  good,  are  heru  unknown.  Thoae 
which  M-rvc  in  otiur  ctiuntriiN  to  n-iax  the  la- 
of  the  indiutrious  and  it>  kivp  ulive  the  vigour  of  iho 
body  and  mind,  arc  uuknoun  in  IVru;  and  whiH'ver  should 
to  introduce  any  buch,  woulil  be  con^ideretl  ai  nn  in- 
r,  which,  among  them,  is  a  hateful  cliaractiT :  For  they 
iriBiKTer  be  convinced,  that  niarlial  exen  im-s  ur  iiteniry  cun- 
preferable  tu  intrigucM.  Tliey  liave«  iiuwever,  m 
of  a  play-house,  where  the  young  gentlemen  and  »tu- 
divert  themselves  after  their  Ihshion;  but  their  drania- 
innanccs  are  so  mean  as  hurtlly  to  be*  worth  men- 
being  scripture  stories,  interwoven  witli  romance,  a 
■till  wor»e  than  gallantry.  At  tiiiit  ilieatre,  two 
I^Uimen  belonging  to  tlic  s(|uaiimn  o\'  Mons.  Martinat^ 
*  a  priae^battle  a  short  time  lielore  I  came  to  Lima, 
first  obtained  leave  of  the  viceroy  tu  display  their 
K  the  usual  weapons,  and  the  day  being  fixed,  they 
thrDUgh  manv  previous  ceremonies  to  draw,  as  the 

^1^   •  good  house.     lVeoi*de(l  by  beat  ot  drum,  and 
in  boSand  shirts  and  riblK)ns  they  went  aljout  tho 
tlie  spectators  at  the  wimiows  with  Hourishea 
aworda,  io  that  the  whole  city  came  to  see  the  trial 
■ome  giving  gold  for  udmiiunce,  and  hardly  any 
than  a  dollar.     The  company,  mule  and  female^ 
the  matters  mounted  the  ftage,  and,  after 

the 
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the  usual  manner  of  the  English^  having  shaken  hands,  they 
took  their  distance^  and  stood  on  their  guard  in  good  order* 
Several  bouts  were  played  without  much  wrath  or  damage, 
the  design  being  more  to  get  monej  than  cuts  or  credit,  till 
at  length  one  of  the  masters  received  a  small  hurt  on  the 
breast,  which  blooded  his  shirt,  and  began  to  make  the  com- 
bat look  terrible.  Upon  this,  fearing  from  this  dreadful  be- 
ginning that  the  zeal  of  the  combatants  might  grow  too 
warm,  the  company  cried  out,  Basta  I  basta !  or  enough ! 
enough !  And  tlie  viceroy  would  never  permit  another  exhi- 
bition of  the  same  kind,  lest  one  of  the  combatants  might  re- 
ceive a  moital  wound,  and  so  die  without  absolution. 

So  deficient  are  the  Spaniards  in  energy  of  spirit,  that 
many  extensive  countries  and  islands  remain  unexplored,  in 
the  immciliate  neighbourhood  of  their  vast  American  domi- 
nions, though  some  of  these  are  rei^orted  to  be  richer  and 
more  valuable  than  those  which  are  already  conquered  and 
settled.  The  first  Spanish  governors  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
were  not  of  this  indolent  disposition,  but  bestowed  great 

EaiuH  in  eniloavouring  to  acquire  the  most  perfect  knowledge 
orderiuii^  upon  their  respective  governments  :  But  now  that 
general  tliirst  of  fame  is  entirely  extinguished,  and  they  con- 
tent tlieniselvi^  with  plundering  their  fellow-subJects  in  the 
countries  already  known.  The  regions  to  the  north  of  Mexi- 
co are  known  to  abound  in  silver,  precious  stones,  and  other 
rieh  coiiinKKlitios,  yet  the  Spaniards  decline  all  conquest  on 
that  side,  and  dis^counige  as  much  as  possible  the  reports 
whirli  have  spread  of  the  riches  of  these  countries.  On  the 
Mime  prinei|)les,  they  give  no  encouragement  to  attempt  pe- 
netniiing  into  the  heart  of  South  America,  whence  most  of 
flu*  riehex  of  iVruare  known  to  come,  the  mountains  at  the 
back  of  the  emintry  luring  extremely  rich  in  gold:  and  the 
n*gionK,  on  the  otlier  side^  towards  the  Atlantic,  being  in- 
habited by  nations  that  have  abundance  of  that  metal,  thougbf 
lor  fear  of  being  oppressed  by  the  Europeans,  they  conceal 
it  as  much  as  possible. 

Of  all  the  (liscoveries  that  have  been  talked  of  amonc  the 
Spaniards^  that  which  has  made  the  most  noise  is  the  island 
or  islands  of  Solomon,  supposed  to  be  the  s^ime  with  those 
discovered  by  the  famous  Ferdinand  Quiros.  He  reported 
them  to  be  extremely  rich  and  very  populous,  and  repeatedly 
memorialed  the  court  of  Spain  to  be  authorised  to  complete 
his  discovery.    All  his  solicitations,  however,  were  n^ect- 

edy 
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cdf  and  it  becsuDe  s  question  in  a  few  yean  whether  anjr 
fach  iabmcb  had  e^er  existed.  At  length,  towards  the  dose 
nf  die  seventeenth  century,  snch  disoorcries  were  made  as  to 
the  reality  ofthese  islands^  that  Don  Alvaro  de  Miranda  waa 
sent  ont  to  discover  them  in  1695.  He  fiiiled  in  the  attempt^ 
bat  in  the  search  met  with  four  islands^  between  the  latitude 
oT  7*  and  10^  S.  which  were  wonderfully  rich  and  picasanty 
die  inhabitants  being  a  better  looking  race,  and  fiir  moreci- 
viEied  than  any  of  the  Indians  on  the  continent  of  Amerioi. 
This  discovery  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  discourse  at  the 
tioMe;  but  the  subsequent  disturbances  relative  to  the  suor 
ffSBon  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  so  occupied  the  attention  of 
jemy  person,  that  all  views  of  endeavouring  to  find  th^ 
jilaiids  of  Solomon  were  laid  aside.^ 


\  5.  Some  Account  qftlie  Mines  of  Peru  and  Chili. 

Am  the  riches  of  Peru  consist  chiefly  in  mines  of  silyer,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  give  some  account  of  them,  from  the  bent 
iafiifmation  I  couldprocure.  There  are  two  sorts  of  silver- 
laines,  in  one  of  which  the  silver  is  found  scattered  about  in 
mall  quantities,  or  detached  masses,  while,  in  the  other  kind 
of  mine,  it  runs  in  a  vein  between  two  rocks,  one  of  whidi 
is  excessively  hard,  and  the  other  much  softer*  These  cer- 
tainly best  deserve  the  name  of  silver-mines,  and  are  accord- 
iogiy  9o  denominated.  This  predous  metal,  which  in  other 
countries  is  the  standard  or  measure  of  riches,  is  the  actual 
riches  of  Peru,  or  its  chief  natural  commodi^ ;  as,  througb- 
oot  the  whole  of  that  vast  country,  silver-mines  are  almost 
every  where  to  be  met  with,  of  more  or  less  value,  according 
as  the  ore  produces  more  or  less  silver,  or  can  be  wrought 
•t  a  greater  or  less  expence.  Some  ofthese  mines  are  to  the 
north  of  Lima,  but  not  a  great  many,  but  to  the  south  they 
are  very  numerous.  On  the  back,  or  eastern  side  of  the  An* 
des,  there  is  a  nation  of  Indians  called  Lo$  Platerors,  or  tho 
Plate,  or  Silver  men,  from  their  possessing  vast  quantities 
gf  silver^*  but  with  them  the  Spaniards  have  very  little  com- 

municalion* 

*  These  islands  oT  Miranda  appear  to  have  been  the  Marquebes*  be^ 
tveco  the  faCftndcs  of  s^'  4^  and  10=^  25"  N.  and  lon^  139^  W.    The  So. 
loooo  islandsa  or  New  Geofgia,  are  between  ^^  and  10^  N.  and  long.  200^ 
to  fo^  W.  as|  degrees  of  longitude  farther  to  the  westvasxls^— E. 
'  f  This  tribe  ttiU  hgkb  its  jglmce  in  modem  gec^paphy,  in  the  vast  plaui 
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mnnication.  The  best  of  the  mine  countries  are  to  the  sooth 
of  Cusco,  from  thence  to  Potosi  and  the  frontiers  of  Chil^ 
where,  for  the  space  of  300  miles,  there  is  a  continued  wks 
cession  of  mines,  some  being  discoTered  anil  others  aibsi^ 
doned  almost  every  day. 

It  is  common,  tioth  here  and  elsewhere,  for  people  to  cooh 
plain  of  the  times,  commending  tlie  past,  as  if  there  had 
been  infinitely  greater  quantities  of  sihrer  dug  from  the  mines 
formerly  than  at  present.  This  certainly  may  be  the  esse 
with  particular  mines ;  but,  on  the  wholes  the  quantities  of 
silver  now  annually  obtained  from  the  mines  in  S^mnish 
America,  abundantly  exceeds  what  used  formerly  to  be  pro- 
cured. Those  mines  which  are  at  present  {llWJ  most  rB» 
markable  in  Peru  are,  Loxa,  Camora,  Cuenca,  Puerto-veiob 
and  St  Juan  del  Oro.    Those  of  Oruro  and  Titiri  are  n^ 

fleeted ;  and  those  of  Porco  and  Plata  are  filled  up.  At 
^otosi  there  are  a  vast  number  of  mines;  and  those  of  To* 
inina»  Chocaia,  Atacunn,  Xuxui,  Calchaques,  Guasco^  Iqui- 
que,  &c.  are  all  wrought  with  more  or  less  profit,  accoidiV 
to  the  skill  of  the  proprietors  or  managers.  It  is  genersl^ 
believed  that  the  Creoles  have  a  very  perfect  acquaintanes 
with  the  minerals,  from  experience^  and  with  the  art  of  tresis 
ing  them,  so  as  to  obtain  the  largest  profit ;  but,  when  their 
utter  ignorance  in  all  other  arts  is  considered,  their  constsnl 
going  on  in  the  old  beaten  track,  and  their  enormous  waite 
of  quicksilver,  one  is  tempted  to  believe  that  our  EuropesB 
miners  might  conduct  their  works  to  still  greater  advantsge. 
The  most  perfect  silver  that  is  brought  from  Peru  is  in  ue 
forms  called  pinuas  by  the  Spaniards,  being  extremely  po- 
rous lumps  of  silver,  as  they  are  tlie  remainder  of  a  ptM 
composecl  of  silver  dust  and  mercury,  whence  the  uOtsr 
being  exhaled  or  evaporated,  leaves  jhe  silver  in  a  VOiiCf 


mass,  full  of  holes,  and  very  light.  This  is  the 
▼er  which  is  put  into  various  forms  by  the  merchants^  in  or- 
der to  cheat  the  king  of  his  duty ;  wherefore  all  silver  in  this 
state,  found  any  where  on  the  road,  or  on  board  any  ship^  k 
looked  upon  as  contraband,  and  liable  to  seiziure. 
-  In  regard  to  the  art  of  refining^  1  propose  to  shew  tbe  piD* 
gress  of  the  ore,  from  the  mine  till  it  comes  to  this  spoiKf 


to  the  E.  of  the  MsnuMra  or  AnuMons,  where  there  ouinot  be  any  sivr* 
mines,  mt  leut  that  they  can  cipkire.  They  are  so  naoisd  buts— irf 
wearing  silver  esr-rings,  which  the^  must,  slmoit certainly,  procurs  iali^ 
Cer  from  tlie  tnlws  in  the  mouDtsioiy  far  to  the  W€Sb«-& 


[AF.  xn.  SECT.  Till.        George  Shehoeke0  S9 

m  or  cake.  After  breaking  the  stone  or  ore  taken  oat  of 
)  Teinsi  it  is  grinded  in  mills  between  grindstones,  or 
mded  in  the  ingenious  reales,  or  royal  engines,  by  means 
lammcrs  or  beetles,  like  the  mills  for  Paris  plaster.  These 
lerally  have  a  wheel  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  diameter, 
h  a  long  axle  or  lying  shaft,  set  round  with  smooth  tri- 
rnlar  projections,  which,  as  die  axle  turns,  lay  hold  of  the 
a  hammers,  of  about  two  hundred*wcight  each,  lifting 
m  to  a  certain  height,  whence  they  drop  down  with  such 
knee  that  they  crush  and  reduce  the  hardest  stones  to 
inter.  The  pounded  ore  is  afterwards  sifted  through  iron 
tapper  sieves^  which  allow  the  finest  powder  to  go  through, 
I  coarse  being  returned  to  the  mill.  When  the  one  hap- 
18  to  be  mixed  with  copper  or  other  metals  which  prevent 
reduction  to  powder,  it  is  roasted  or  calcined  in  an  oven 
reverberatory  ftimace^  and  pounded  over  again, 
^t  the  smaller  mines,  where  they  only  use  grindstones,^ 
y,  for  the  most  part,  grind  the  ore  along  with  water,  fbrm- 
;  it  into  a  liquid  paste,  which  runs  out  into  receivers, 
hen  grinded  dry,  it  has  to  be  afterwards  mixed  with  wa* 
»  and  well  moulded  up  with  the  feet  for  a  long  time.  For 
I  purpose,  they  make  a  court  or  floor^  on  which  that  miidji 
paste  of  pounded  ore  and  water,  is  disposed  in  square 
eels  of  about  a  foot  thick,  each  parcel  containing  half  a 
on,  or  chest,  which  is  twenty-five  quintals  or  hundred* 
ghts  of  ore,  and  these,  parcels  are  called  cuerpos^  or  bodies, 
each  of  these  they  throw  about  two  hundred-weights  of 
salt,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ore^ 
cb  they  mould  or  incorporate  with  the  moistened  ore  far 
»  or  three  days.  They  then  add  a  certain  quantitv  of 
[Jcsilver,  squeezing  it  from  a  skip  bog,  to  make  it  fiJl  in 
ps  equally  on  the  mass  or  cuerpoi  allowing  to  each  mass 
,  fifteen^  or  twenty  pounds  of  quicksilver,  according  to 
nature  or  quality  of  the  ore,  as  the  richer  it  is,  it  re^ 
res  the  more  mercury  to  draw  it  to  the  silver  contained 
he  mass^  so  that  they  know  the  quantity  by  long  expe- 
ice.  An  Indian  is  employed  to  mould  or  trample  one  of 
se  square  cuerpos  eight  times  a-day,  that  the  mercury 
f  thoroughly  incorporate  with  tl\e  sUver.  To  expedite 
incorporation,  they  often  mix  lime  with  the  mass,  when 
ore  happens  to  be  what  they  call  greasy,  and  in  this  great 
tion  is  required,  as  they  say  the  mass  sometimes  grows  so 
that  thejr  nettber  find  mercorjr  nor  ailv^  in  it,  which 

aeems 
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fleema  quite  incredible.  Sometimes  alto  they  strew  io  some 
lead  or  tin  ore^  to  facilitate  the  operation  of  the  merenryt 
which  is  slower  in  very  cold  weather ;  wherefore^  at  PoCiosi 
and  Lipes^  they  are  often  obliged  to  mould  or  work  op  their 
cnerpos  during  a  month  or  six  weeks  \  but,  in  more  lempe* 
ziate  climates,  the  amalgama  is  completed  in  eight  or  tm 
days.  To  facilitate  the  action  of  the  mercury,  they,  in  some 
places^  as  at  Puno  and  elsewhere,  construct  their  buiierom 
or  floors  on  arches,  under  which  they  keep  fires  for  twenty- 
^ur  hours,  to  heat  the  masses  or  cuerpaSj  which  are  in  tliat 
case  placed  as  a  pavement  of  bricks. 

When  it  is  thought  that  the  mercury  has  attracted  all  the 
silver,  the  assaver  takes  a  small  quantity  of  ore  from  each 
cuerpo,  which  he  washes  separately  in  a  small  earthen  plate 
or  wooden  bowl ;  and,  by  the  colour  and  appearance  of  the 
amalgama  found  at  the  bottom,  when  the  earthy  matters  an 
washed  away,  he  knows  whether  the  mercury  has  produced 
its  proper  dOTect.  When  blackish,  the  ore  is  saia  to  hafe 
been  too  much  heated,  and  they  add  more  sak,  or  some 
other  temper.  In  this  case  they  say  that  mercury  is  dtpara^ 
that  is,  shoots  or  flees  away.  If  the  mercury  remains  whiter 
they  put  a  drop  under  the  thumb,  and  pressing  it  hastilyt 
the  silver  in  the  amalgam  sticks  to  the  thumb,  and  the  mer- 
cury slips  away  in  little  drops.  When  they  conceive  that  all 
the  silver  has  incorporated  with  the  mercury,  the  mixed 
mass,  or  cuerpo,  is  carried  to  a  basin  or  pond,  into  which  a 
small  atream  of  water  is  introduced  to  wash  it,  much  in  the 
same  way  as  I  shall  afterwards  describe  the  manner  in  which 
they  wash  gold,  only  that  as  the  silver-ore  is  reduced  to  a 
fine  mud  without  stones,  it  is  stirred  by  an  Indi^  with  his 
feet,  to  dissolve  it  thoroughly,  and  loosen  the  silver.  From 
the  first  basin  it  fiills  into  a  second,  and  thence  into  a  tbiidi 
where  the  stirring  and  washing  is  repeated,  that  axiy  amal- 
gam which  has  not  subsided  in  the  first  and  second  may  not 
escape  the  third. 

1  he  whole  being  thoroughly  washed  in  these  basins,  which 
are  lined  with  Icatncr^  till  tne  water  runs  clear  ofi^  the  amal- 
gam of  mercury  and  silver  is  found  at  the  bottom,  and  is 
termed  la  pdla.  This  is  put  into  a  woollen  bag  and  huBg 
up,  from  whence  some  of  the  mercury  runs  ouL  The  b^ 
is  then  beaten  and  pressed  as  much  as  they  can^  laying  upoa 
it  a  flat  piece  of  wood  loaded  with  a  heavy  we^t^  to  get 
out  as  much  of  the  mercury  as  they  can.    The  paste  ia  then 
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pot  into  a  moiiU  of  wooden  planks  bound  together,  gene- 
laDf  in  the  form  of  an  octagpn  pyramid  cut  short,  its  bofr- 
toma  being  a  plate  of  copper,  fuO  of  sma)!  holes,  into  which 
the  paste  is  stirred  and  pressed  down,  in  order  to  fieuten  it* 
When  they  design  to  make  many  pinnoM^  or  spongy  lunma 
i|f  various  weights,  these  are  divided  from  each  other  bj 
thin  beds  or  layers  of  earth,  which  hinder  them  from  uni- 
dng.  For  this  purpose,  the  pelia^  or  mass  of  amolganif 
must  be  weighed  out  in  separate  portions,  deducting  two<( 
thirds  for  the  contained  mercury^  by  which  they  know  to  a 
small  matter  the  quantity  of  silver  contained  in  each.  Thc^ 
then  take  off  the  monid,  and  place  the  pella  or  mass  with 
itscof^r  base  on  a  trivet,  or  such  like  instrument,  standing 
over  a  great  earthen  vessel  full  of  water,  and  cover  it  with 
sn  earttien  cap,  which  again  is  covered  by  lighted  coals. 
Tib  fire  is  fed  and  kept  up  for  some  hours,  by  which  the 
ipass  of  pella  below  becomes  violcndy  heated,  the  contained 
mercury  being  thereby  raised  into  vapour :  But,  having  no 
means  of  escape  through  the  cap  or  cover,  it  is  forced  (fown. 
to  the  water  undemeaUi,  where  it  condenses  into  quicksilver 
snd  sinks  to  the  bottom.  By  this  contrivance^  little  of  the 
mercuxy  is  lost,  and  the  same  serves  over  again.     But  the 

Juantity  must  be  increased,  because  it  grows  tceak.  *  At 
^otosi,  as  Acosta  relates,  they  formerly  consumed  six  or 
seven  thousand  quintals  of  mercury  every  year,  by  which 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  silver  there  procured. 

On  the  evaporation  of  the  mercury,  nothing  remains  but 
a  spongy  lump  of  contiguous  grains  of  silver,  very  light  and 
almost  mouldering,  called  la  puma  by  the  Spaniards.  These 
masses  must  be  carried  to  the  king's  receipt  or  mint,  to  pay 
the  royal  fiftli ;  and  are  there  cast  into  ingots,  on  which  are 
stamped  the  arms  of  the  crown,  the  place  where  cast,  and 
their  weight  and  fineness.  All  these  ingots,  having  paid  the 
fifth,  are  sure  to  be  without  fraud  or  deceit ;  but  it  is  not 
so  with  the  pinnas^  as  these  have  oflen  iron,  sand,  or  some 
other  matter  contained  within  them,  to  increase  their  weight: 
Hencc^  prudence  reouires  that  these  should  be  opened,  and 
made  rcti  hot  in  a  nre;  for,  if  falsified,  the  fire  will  turn 
them  black  or  yellow,  or  melt  them  more  easily.  This  trial 
by  fire  is  also  necessary  to  extract  moisture^  which  they 

contract 

*  This  is  utteriy  absurd,  as  the  mercoiy  must  be  the  same  in  qualUtf* 
as  Mony  tbe  quanta f  only  being  wiokenmL 
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contract  in  places  where  they  are  purposely  laid  to  rencfai' 
them  heavier,  as  also'  for  separating  the  mercury  with  whicb 
the  bottom  of  the  mass  is  always  more  or  less  impregnated. 
The  weight  of  these  pinnas  may  be  increased  nearly  a  thinj^ 
by  dipping  them  while  red  hot  into  water.  It  also  some- 
times happens  that  the  same  mass  of  pinna  may  be  of  di£br- 
ent  fineness  in  difierent  parts. 

The  ore,  or  stones  taken  from  the  mines,  or  the  nUnerajf^ 
as  it  is  called  in  Pern,  from  which  the  silver  is  extracted,  ii 
not  always  of  the  same  nature^  consistence,   and   colonr* 
Some  are  white  and  grey,  mixed  with  red  or  bluish  spot% 
^Ucd  plata  blanca  or  white  silver ;  of  which  sort  the  one  in 
the  Lipcs  mines  mostly  consists.     For  the  most  part,  some 
Kttle  grains  of  silver  are  to  be  discerned,  and  very  often 
small  branches  are  seen,  ramifying  along  the  layers  of  tbr 
stone.     Some  ores  are  as  black  as  the  dross  of  iron,  and  in 
which  no  silver  is  to  be  seen,  which  is  called  negritlo  or  black- 
ish ore.     Sometimes  the  ore  is  rendered  black  by  admixture 
of  lead,  and  is  called  plombo  roncoy  or  coarse  lead,  in  whidi 
the  silver  appears  as  it  scratched  by  something  harsh.    This 
ore  is  generally  the  richest  in  silver,  and  from  it  also  the 
stiver  is  got  at  the  smallest  charge ;   as  instead  of  having  to 
be  moulded  or  kneaded  with  quicksilver,  it  has  only  to  be 
melted  in  furnaces,  where  the  lead  evaporates  by  the  force 
of  fire,  and  the  silver  remains  pure  behind.     From  this  sort 
of  mines,  the  Indians  drew  their  silver  before  the  comii^  of 
the  Spaniards^  having  no  knowledge  of  the  use  of  mercurv, 
and  they  accordingly  only  wrought  those  mines  of  which  toe 
Ore  would  melt ;  and^  having  but  little  wood,  they  heated 
their  furnaces  ^Mhyloj  the  dung  of  the  Llamas  or  Feruviaa 
sheep,  placing  their  furnaces  on  the  sides  of  mountains,  that 
the  wind  might  render  their  fires  fierce. 

There  is  another  sort  of  black  ore,  in  which  the  sihcr 
does  not  at  all  appear;  and  which,  when  wetted  and  rubbed 
a^inst  iron,  becomes  red.  This  ore  is  called  rotkletf  sig^ 
nifyin^  that  ruddiness  which  appears  at  the  dawn  of  daj« 
This  js  very  rich,  and  affords  the  finest  silver.  Anodwr 
kind,  called  zoroche^  glitters  like  talc,  and  is  generally  vciy 
poor^  yielding  little  silver:  Its  outer  coat  is  very  woStmi 
of  a  yellowish  red,  but  seldom  rich  4  and  the  mines  of  thk 
sort  are- wrought  on  account  of  the  easiness  of  extractiDg 
the  ore,  being  very  easily  dug.  Another  kind,  not  mnca 
harder  than  the  last^  is  of  a  green  cok>wr^  called  cobrima  or 

ooppcraDf 
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eoppensb,  and  is  yery  rare.  Althoogli  the  silver  usaally  ap* 
twars  in  this  kind»  and  it  is  almost  mouldering  it  is  tlie  most 
difBcnlt  of  all  to  manage^  as  it  parts  very  difficultly  with  the 
sBver.  Sometimes,  after  bein^  stamped  or  reduced  to  pow* 
der,  it  has  to  be  burnt  in  the  fire»  and  several  other  expe* 
dients  must  be  used  to  separate  the  silver,  doubtless  becausd 
mixed  with  copper.  There  is  another  very  rare  sort  of  ore^ 
"which  has  only  oeen  found  in  the  mine  of  Cotamiso  at  Po* 
tosi,  being  threes 'of  pure  silver  entangled,  or  wound  u(t 
together,  like  burnt  lace,  and  so  fine  that  it  is 'called  arana^ 
or^ider  orc^  from  its  resemblance  to  a  cobweb. 

Ine  veins  of  ndnerajfi  of  whatever  sort  they  may  b^  are 
generally  richer  in  the  middle  than  towards  the  edges;  and 
iHliere  two  veins  happen  to  cross  each  other,  the  place  where* 
they  meet  is  always  very  rich.    It  is  also  observed  that  those 
which  lie  north  and  south  are  richer  than  those  which  lie  in 
sny  other  direction.    Those  also  which  are  near  to  places 
%bere  mills  can  be  erected,  and  can  consequently  be  more 
oommodiously  wrought,  are  often  preferable  to  others  that 
ire  richer,  but  require  more  expense  in  working.     For  thit 
Reason,  at  Lipes  and  Potosi,  a  chest  of  ore  must  yield  ten 
marks  or  eighty  ounces  of  silver,  to  pay  the  charges  of 
working ;   while  those  in  the  province  of  Tarama  only  re-^ 
quire  five  merks  or  forty  ounces  to  defray  the  expences. 
When  even  very  rich,  and  they  happen  to  sink  down  so  as 
to  be  liable  to  be  flooded,  the  adventurers  must  have  recourse 
to  pumps  and  machines  in  order  to  drain  them,  or  to  coca^ 
bones  or  levels  dug  through  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  which 
often  ruin  the  owners  by  the  enormous  expence  they  are  in- 
sensibly drawn  into.    At  some  of  the  mines,  where  the  me* 
0K)ds  of  sepf.ration  already  described  fail,  thev  use  other 
means  of  extracting  the  silver  from  the  ore^  and  from  other 
metals  which  may  be  combined  with  it;  as  by  fire,  or  strong 
separating  waters ;  and  there  the  silver  is  jcast  into  a  sort  of 
ingots,  called  hollos.     But  the  most  general  and  useful  me* 
thod  is  that  already  described. 

It  may  naturally  be  supposed  that  mines,  as  well  as  other 
things,  are  subject  to  variation  in  their  productiveness.  The 
mines  which,  till  very  lately,  yielded  most  silver,  were  those 
of  Oroura^  a  small  town  about  ei^ht  leagues  from  Arica« 
In  the  year  1712,  one  was  discovered  at  OUachea  near  Cusoo^ 
so  rich  that  it  yielded  2500  marks  of  silver  of  eight  ounces 
icadi^  ojr  20^009  pwpe^  put  pf  each  oaxon  or  chesty  bdn^ 

almost 
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plmoBt  a  fifth  part  of  the  ore ;  but  it  has  since  dedinc^ 
niQch,  and  it  now  [1720]  only  reckoned  among  the  ordip 
nary  sort.  Those  of  Lipes  have  had  a  similar  fate.  Thxmf 
fit  Potosi  now  yield  but  little,  and  are  worked  at  a  vm 
heavy  expence,  owing  to  their  excessive  depth.  Althougj^ 
the  mines  here  are  far  diminished  in  their  productiveness 
yet  the  quantity  of  ore  which  lias  been  formerly  wrought 
and  has  lain  many  years  on  the  surface,  is  now  thought  a^ 
pable  of  yielding  a  second  crop;  and  when  I  was  atXim% 
they  were  actually  turning  it  up,  and  milling  it  over  aguf 
with  great  success.  This  is  a  proof  that  these  minerals  as- 
Iterate  in  the  earth  like  all  other  inanimate  things;  '  ana  it 
likewise  appears,  from  all  the  accounts  of  the  £^)aniardfc 
Uiat  gold,  silver^  and  other  metals  are  continually growinsail) 
ibrmmg  in  the  earth.  This  opinion  is  verified  by  experienot 
in  the  mountain  of  Potosi,  where  several  mines  had  falka 
}n,  burying  the  workmen  and  their  tools;  and  these  being 
acain  opened  up  afier  some  years,  many  boxes  and  pieces 
of  wood  were  discovered,  having  veins  of  silver  actuall| 
gunning  through  them.  ^ 

All  uicse  mmes  become  the  property  of  their  first  disco- 
verer, who  immediately  presents  a  petition  to  the  magistrateii^ 
desiring  to  have  such  a  piece  of  ground  for  his  own.  T1ii| 
is  accordingly  granted,  and  a  spot  of  ground  eighty  Spaniili 
yards  in  length  by  forty  in  breadtli '  is  measured  out  8d4 
appropriatecT  to  the  discoverer,  who  chuses  what  spot  \i$ 
pleases  within  these  bounds,  and  does  with  it  as  he  thinks 
fit  The  exact  same  quantity  is  then  measured  off  as  be- 
longing to  the  king,  and  is  sold  to  the  best  bidder^  tbof 
being  always  many  who  are  willing  to  purchase,  what  mi^ 
turn  out  an  inestimable  treasure.  Afler  this,  if  any  penoQ 
may  incline  to  work  a  part  of  this  mine  on  his  own  acoonoL 
he  barfniins  with  the  proprietor  for  a  particular  vein.  Al 
that  is  dug  out  by  any  one  is  his  own,  subject  however  to 

paymem 

3  It  is  merely  a  proof  that  the  ore  had  heen  formerly  Teiy  ianerfMr 
managedy  and  still  aintaioed  cnouch  of  silver  to  pay  for  eztracnoB  «fel| 
pn)fit,  by  more  expert  methodH.^E. 

4  This  proven  only  change  of  place,  by  solution,  infiltration^  and  itf^ 
tition ;  not  growth,  increase,  or  new  |irodiiction< — £• 

'  In  Harris  this  is  said  to  be  about  ttOQ/eet  in  Unfth,  and  Wif 
hrrudiht  which  is  obviously  absurd ;  as  the  one  measure  givca  the  Spdp 
Vanl  at  15  English  feet,  and  the  latter  at  2^  feet.  Both  measures  w  *^ 
Mbly  erroneous;  but  there  are  no  data  for  theur  correctioD^— £• 
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payment  of  the  royal  duties ;  being  one-twentieth  part  for 
gwdi  and  a  fifth  for  silver;  and  some  proprietors  find  A 
good  account  in  letting  out  their  grounds  and  mills  to  others. 

Tlere  are  gold-mines  just  beyond  the  town  of  Copaipo^ 
and  in  all  the  country  around,  which  have  attracted  many 
patchasers  and  workmen  to,  that  district,  to  the  great  injury 
and  bppression  of  the  Indians;  as  the  Spanish  magistrates 
not  only  take  away  their  lands  for  the  purposes  of  minings 
bat  their  horses  also,  which  th^  sell  to  the  new  adventurers, 
under  pretence  of  serving  the  king  and  improving  the  set- 
tlements. There  is  also  abundance  of  magnet  and  lapiz  la^ 
tuii^  of  t^hich  the  Indians  know  not  the  value ;  and  some 
kagoies  -within  the  country,  there  is  plenty  of  salt  and  salt* 
pbtrey  which  often  lies  an  inch  thick  on  the  ground.  Oii 
the  Cerdeliemsj  about  an  hundred  miles  to  the  east,  there  is 
a  Vein  df  sulphur  about  two  feet  wide,  so  fine  and  pure  that 
It  needis  no  cleaning.  This  part  of  the  country  is  full  of  all 
lorts  of  mines^  but  so  excessivelv  barren^  that  the  inhabit^ 
ants  have  to  fetch  all  their  suDsistence  from  the  country 
ilbout  Coqnimbo,  over  a  desert  of  more  than  SOO  miles  ex- 
tent, in  which  the  earth  abounds  so  much  in  salt  and  sul- 
phur that  the  mules  oflen  perish  by  the  way,  for  want  of 
glrass  and  fresh  water.  In  that  long  road  there  is  only  one 
river  in  the  course  of  two  hundred  miles,  which  is  named 
dncahdae  or  the  Hyporite,  because  it  runs  only  from  sun- 
rise to  sun-set.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  great  quantities 
of  snow  melted  on  the  Cordelieras  in  the  day,  whicn  freezes 
again  by  the  excessive  cold  of  the  night.  Hence  ChUi  is 
said  to  derive  its  name,  as  cMle  signifies  cold  in  the  Indian 
language ;  and  we  are  told  by  the  Spanish  historians,  that 
some  of  their  countrymen  and  others,  who  first  traded  to 
thiscountry,  were  frozen  to  death  on  their  mules;  for  which 
reason  they  now  always  travel  by  a  lower  road,  tow^ds  the 
coast. 

The  mine  countries  are  all  so  cold  and  barren,  that  the 
inhabitants  have  to  procure  most  of  their  provisions  from 
the  coast ;  this  is  caused  by  the  exhalations  of  salts  and 
sulphur  firom  the  earth,  which  destroy  the  growth  of  all 
vegetables.  These  are  so  stifling  to  the  Spaniards  who  dwell 
abdnt  the  mines,  that  they  are  obliged  oflen  to  drink  the 
mattea%  or  tea  made  of  the  herb  caniiniy  to  moisten  their 
Aiouths.  The  mules  also,  that  trip  it  nimbly  over  the  moun- 
tMnsi  are  fbtced  to  walk  i^wly  in  the  country  about  the 

minesp 
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mines  and  have  often  to  Atop  to  take  breath.  If  these  ^mt 
pours  are  so  strong  without  and  in  the  open  air,  what  mmt 
thev  be  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth  in  the  mines^  into 
which,  if  a  fresh  man  go»  he  is  suddenly  benumbed  with  pnOi 
This  is  the  case  with  many,  but  seldom  lasts  obore  a  dm 
and  they  are  not  liable  to  be  affected  a  second  time:  V|k 
vapours  often  burst  forth  suddenly,  by  which  the  workflMl 
are  Icilled  on  the  spot;  and  one  way  or  another,  great  mol^ 
Citudes  of  Indians  die  in  working  the  mines.  One  is  qit  W 
wonder  that,  through  all  this  part  of  the  world,  those  im* 
Cricts  which  are  most  barren  and  unwholesome  are  the  bstt 
inhabited;  while  other  places,  that  seem  to  Tie  with  om 
nations  of  the  terrestrial  paradise,  in  beauty  and  fertili^ 
are  but  thinly  peopled,  x  et,  when  one  considers,  that  it  is 
the  thirst  of  wealth,  not  the  love  of  ease,  whidi  attnsli 
people  thither^  the  wonder  ceases,  and  we  see  how  mach 
the  hope  of  living  rich  gets  the  better  even  of  the  hope  of 
living;  as  if  tlie  sole  end  for  which  man  was.  created  waS'ia 
acquire  wealth,  at  the  expence  of  health  and  happinesst 

In  reference  to  these  deserts,  the  following  observatifls 
occurs  to  my  memory,  as  having  happened  when  we  wsra 
on  the  road  to  Piura.  When  wc  lay  down  to  sleep  at  nigblp 
our  mules  wopt  eagerly  in  search  of  a  certain  root,  not  oa* 
like  a  parsnii),  but  much  bigger,  which  contains  a  great  dsd 
of  juice^  and,  besides  serving  as  food,  often  answers  as  a 
substitute  for  water  in  the  deserts.  When  the  mules  find 
these,  and  are  unable  to  rake  them  out  of  the  ground  with 
their  feet^  they  stand  over  them  and  bray  with  all  their  migji^ 
till  the  Indians  come  to  tlieir  assistance. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  silver  is  the  peculiar 
of  Peru,  and  the  l^aniards  usually  talk  of  gold-mines 
confined  to  Chili :  Yet  there  are  one  or  two  tavaderm, 
washinff-places  for  gold  in  the  south  of  Peru,  near  the 
tiers  of  Chili.  In  1709,  two  surprizingly  large /Npilai^ 
lumps  of  virgin  gold,  were  found  in  one  of  these 
one  of  which  weighed  complete  thirty-two  pounds,  and 
purchased  by  the  Coude  de  Monclod^  then  viceroy  of 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  king  of  Spain.  Ilia 
ehaped  somewhat  like  an  ox's  heart,  weighed  tweDt|y-tMl 
pounds  and  a  half,  and  was  purchased  by  the  corridor  iC 
Arica.  In  searching  for  these  lavadorei  or  washing  Jfkt$k 
they  dig  in  the  corners  of  some  little  brook^  where  th« 
judges  uora  certaip  tpkens,  that  ti|0  graips  of  gold  «re  Is^ 

ged« 
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ged.'  To  assist  in  eanying  away  the  earth  or  intid»  they 
Mt  IB  a  stream  or  current  of  water  into  the  excavation,  and 
hmep  stirring  up  the  soil^  that  the  water  may  carry  it  away. 
On  reaching  the  golden  sand,  thev  turn  the  stream  anoUier 
vay»  and  dig  out  this  sand,  whicn  is  carried  on  mules  to 
csrtain  ponds  or  basons,  which  are  joined  by  small  canals^ 
Into  these  they  introduce  a  smart  stream  of  water,  to  loosen 
die  earth  and  carry  away  the  grosser  part.  The  Indians 
rtmd  in  the  basons  or  ponds,  stirring  up  the  earth  to  assist 
the  operation  of  the  water,  and  throwing  out  the  stones^ 
The  gidd  remains  at  the  bottom,  still  mixed  with  a  black 
Mndt  and  is  hardly  to  be  seen  till  farther  cleaned  and  separ 
ntad^  which  is  easily  done.  These  washing  places  differ 
■adk  from  eadi  other.  In  some  the  grains  of  gold  are  as 
Idg  as  small  shot;  and  in  one  belonging  to  the  priests,  near 
Ta^raiso,  some  are  found  from  the  weight  of  two  or  thre^ 
aoDoes  to  a  pound  and  a  hal£  This  way  of  getting  gold  is 
imch  better  than  from  the  mines,  as  it  does  not  require  exr 
pensiTc  d^ging^  neither  are  mills  necessary  for  grinding  the 
OKb  nor  quicksilver  for  extracting  the  metal;  so  that  both 
the  trouble  and  expence  are  much  less.  The  Creoles  are  by 
10  meana  so  nice  in  washing  their  gold  as  are  the  people  in 
Eorc^;  but  great  plenty  makes  them  careles%  both  in  tbia 
sad  other  matters. 


§  6.  Observations  on  the  Trade  of  Chili. 

It  is  not  intended  in  this  place  to  give  a  description  of  the 
Inge  kingdom  of  Chili,  but  only  some  account  of  the  na- 
tare  of  its  trade,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  is  connected 
with  the  general  commerce  of  Peru,  by  which  the  wealth  of 
Chili  is  transmitted  to  Europe.  Chili  extends  in  length  about 
1200  miles  from  north  to  soutli,  but  its  breadth  is  uncertain. 
The  air  ia  very  temperate  and  wholesome^  unless  when  ren- 
dered otherwise  by  pestilential  exhalations,  that  are  most 
common  after  earthquakes,  to  which  this  country  is  pecu- 
liarly liable.  The  winter  rains  are  very  heavy,  during  the 
months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August;  after  whicli,  for 
eight  months  together,  they  have  fine  weather,  generally 
qpeaking.  The  soil,  where  it  admits  of  cultivation^  is  pro- 
digiousfy  fertile,  and  fruit-trees  carried  thither  from  Europe 
4Hiine  to  the  greatest  perfectioiif  so  that  fruit  is  coming  foii* 

ward 
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Irard  in  its  different  stages  at  all  times  of  the  Tear ;  iimnh 
much  that  it  is  common  to  see  apple-trees,  in  the  sltuatMSI 
so  much  admired  in  orange  trees,  having  blossoms^  Mk 
Jast  set,  green  fruit,  and  ripe  apples,  all  on  one  tree  at  ihib 
•ame  time.  The  vallejs,  wherever  they  have  any  moistUN^ 
wear  a  perpetual  verdure;  and  the  hills  are  covered  wiA 
odoriferous  herbs,  many  of  which  are  very  useful  in  tnefr 
cine.  The  country  also  produces  treto  of  all  sorts.  Tbok 
Chili,  ihdependent  of  its  gold-mines,  may  well  be  acoonnttf 
one  of  the  richest  and  finest  countries  in  the  world.  9tk 
instance,  the  town  of  Coquimbo,  in  lat.  30^  S.  [90^  2(f]  a 
■hort  mile  from  the  sea«  in  a  most  delightful  place.  It  h 
bitnatcd  on  a  green  rising  ground,  about  ten  yards*  hf^ 
Ibrmed  by  nature  like  a  regular  terrace^  stretching  noiA 
and  south  in  a  direct  lirle  of  more  than  half  a  mile,  taniiii| 
a  little  at  each  end  to  the  eastwards;  and  its  principal  stnfi 
ibrms  a  deliffhtful  walk,  having  a  fine  prospect  of  the  oooM^ 
try  and  the  Day.  All  this  is  placed  in  an  evergreen  vaUql^ 
and  watered  by  a  beautiful  river,  which  rises  in  the  moMK 
tains,  and  flows  in  a  winding  stream  to  the  sea,  Haaaffi 
beautiful  meadows  and  fertile  vales. 

Notwithstanding  its  many  advantages,  this  vast  ooanb^ 
h  very  thinly  inhalnted ;  so  that  tlirough  its  whole  esXaUt 
there  are  scarcely  five  towns  deserving  that  appellation,  arf 
only  one  city,  named  St  Jago.  Through  all  the  rest  of  tlis 
country  there  are  only  farms,  called  estanciui,  which  are  lo 
remote  from  each  other,  that  the  whole  country  cannot  mv* 
ter  fiO^OOO  whites  capable  of  bearing  arms,  of  which  St  Jigs 
contains  2000.  All  tile  rest  df  thfe  population  consists  of 
mesticoes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians,  the  number  of  whom  Mhf 
amount  to  three  times  as  matiy. '  This  is  exclusive  of  ill 
friendly  Indians  to  the  south  of  the  river  Biobio,  lAo  Mlt 
reckoned  to  amount  to  1 5,0(X)  fighting  men,  bntwhossl- 
delity  is  not  much  to  be  depended  upon.  - 

The  trade  of  this  country  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  aea^  flli 
at  present,  1720,  is  rather  in  a  declining  rituation.  Till 
port  of  Baldivia  was  formerly  very  famous,  on  aeeoMltif 
the  very  rich  gold-mines  which  were  wrought  in  its  n^jl^ 
bourhood,  which  are   now  in  a   great  measure 

*  Allowing  eigki  persons  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  to  one  fit 
armi^  this  would  Bte  to  Cbiii,  io  17S0^  a  popoktioa  of  100^000 
and  4S0fiQ0  of  colour,  or  GidflOO  in  alL— £: 


^BiP.  xn.  SECT.  Till.    '  George  ShekocJn.  '49 

Hence  it  is  now  only  kept  as  a  carrison,  serving  to  Peni 
as  the  fortresses  on  the  coast  of  Barbaiy  do  to  Spain,  as'  a 
risce  to  which  maleiactors  are  sent,  to  serve  against  the  In- 
dians. The  trade  of  this  place  consists  in  sending  ten  or 
twelve  ships  every  year  to  Peru,  hdcn  with  hides,  tannod 
Isather^  salt  meat,  com,  and  other  provisions,  which  are  to  be 
\mSL  here  in  great  plenty. 

The  port  of  Conception  is  more  considerable,  by  reasoh 
ef  its  trade  with  the  Indians  who  are  not  under  subjection 
ttr  the  crown  of  Spain.  These  Indians  are  copper-coloured, 
famng  laige  limbs,  broad  faces,  and  coarse  lank  hair.  The 
natioii  of  the  Puelches  differs  somewhat  from  the  rest,  aSs 
mong  them  there  are  some  who  are  tolerably  white,  and 
have  some  little  colour  in  their  cheeks ;  which  is  supposed 
^  be  owing  to  their  having  some  Europeans  blood  in  the& 
Tons,  ever  since  the  natives  of  this  country  revolted  from 
Ae  Spaniards,  and  cut  off  most  of  their  garrisons ;  on  which 
oecBBion  they  preserved  the  women,  and  especially  the  nuns^ 
by  whom  the}  had  many  children ;  who  still  retain  a  sort 
«  affection  for  the  country  of  their  mothers,  and,  though 
too  pnmd  to  submit  to  the  Spaniards^  yet  are  unwilling  t& 
nnrt  them* 

These  Puelches  inhabit  the  ridge  of  mountains  Called  La 
Corddiera  by  the  Spaniards^  and  as  the  manner  of  trading 
widi  them  is  very  singular,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  some 
account  of  it.  When  the  Spanish  pedlar  or  travelling  mer« 
chant  goes  into  this  country,  he  goes  directly  to  a  cagique 
or  chi^  and  presents  himself  before  him  without  speaking 
a  word.  The  cagiquc  breaks  silence  first,  saying  to  the 
merchant,  Are  you  come?  To  which  the  merchant  answers, 
lam  come*  What  have  you  brought  me  i  replies  the  cagique. 
To  which  the  merchant  rejoins,  IVine^  and  such  other  thingst 
BS  he  may  have  to  dispose  of,  wine  being  a  necessary  article. 
Upon  which  the  cagique  never  fails  to  say.  You  are  tcelcome. 
The  cagique  then  appoints  a  lodging  for  the  merchant  near 
bit  own  hut,  where  his  wives  and  children,  bidding  him 
irdoome^  each  demand  a  present,  however  small,  which  he 
Moordingly  gives.  The  cagique  then  gives  notice  to  bis 
nattered  subjects,  by  means  of  his  horn  or  trumpet,  that  a 
merchant  is  arrived  with  whom  they  may  trade.  I'hcy  come 
looordingly  and  see  the  commodities,  which  arc  knives,  axcs^ 
combs,  needles,  thread,  small  mirrors,  ribbons,  and  the  like« 
The  best  of  all  would  be  wine^  were  it  not  dangerous  to 

TOL.  zi.  D  supply 
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supply  them  with  that  article;  as,  when  druidc,  they  are 
very  quarrelsome  and  apt  to  kill  one  another,  and  it  would 
not  then  be  safe  to  be  among  them.  When  they  have  agreed 
on  the  price,  or  barter  rather,  they  carry  away  all  the  arti- 
cles without  then  making  payment;  so  that  the  merchant 
delivers  all  his  commodities  without  knowing  to  whom,  oi 
even  seeing  any  of  his  debtors.  When  his  business  is  con* 
eluded,  and  he  proposes  to  go  away,  the  ca9ique  commanJi 

Eayment  by  again  sounding  his  horn,  and  then  every  man 
onestly  brings  to  the  merchant  the  cattle  he  owes  ror  the 
goods  received;  and,  as  these  consist  of  mules,  goats,  oxen, 
and  cows,  the  ca9ique  commands  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
to  conduct  them  to  the  Spanish  frontiers. 

The  far  greater  number  of  bullocks  and  cows  that  are 
slaughtered  and  consumed  every  year  in  Chili,  comes  from 
the  plains  of  Paraguay,  *  which  are  in  a  manner  covered  bj 
them.  The  Puelches  bring  them  through  the  plain  of  Tanor 
papOf  inhabited  by  the  PteheingueSf*  or  unconquered  inr 
dians,  this  being  the  best  pass  for  crossing  the  mountain^ 
as  being  divided  into  two  hills  of  less  difficult  access  than  tbe 
others,  which  arc  almost  impassable  for  mules.  There  is 
another  pass,  about  eighty  leagues  from  Conception,  at  the 
volcano  of  Silla  Velluda^  which  now  and  then  casts  ont  fire, 
and  sometimes  with  so  great  a  noise  as  to  be  heard  even  at 
that  city.  In  that  way  the  journey  is  much  shortened,  and 
they  can  go  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  six  weeks.  By  these  Gom- 
tnuiiications  they  generally  bring  all  the  beeves  and  goats,  ^ 
which  arc  slaughtered  in  Chili  by  thousands  for  their  talloif 
and  lard.  Tliis  last  consists  or  the  marrow  of  the  bone^ 
which  serves  throughout  all  South  America  instead  of  butter 
and  oil,  for  making  sauces.  The  flesh  is  either  dried  in  the 
sun,  or  by  means  of  smoke,  to  preserve  it  for  use,  instead 
of  salt  as  used  iu  Europe.  These  slaughters  also  afibrd 
great  quantities  of  hides,  especially  goat-skins,  which  they 
dress  like  Morocco  leather,  by  them  called  cordovanes,  and 
is  sent  into  Peru  for  making  shoes,  or  other  uses. 

Besides 

*  Paraguay  is  here  used  in  far  too  extensive  a  sense,  as  comprising  tfie 
whole  level  country  to  the  east  of  the  Andes :  The  plains  of  Cuyo  an 
those  alluded  to  in  the  text. — E. 

3  The  Pehneuchcs  are  probably  here  meant,  who  dwell  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Andes,  between  the  latitudes  of  '6^°  and  36"  S.  The  Puelches  on 
the  same  side  of  the  Andesj  from  36^  to  40*. — £. 

^  Perhaps,  instead  of  the  goats  in  the  text,  ricunnas  ought  to  be  ullde^ 
itood— £. 
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Besides  the  trade  of  hides,  talloi^,  and  dried  meat,  the  in- 
habitants of  Conception  send  every  year  eight  or  ten  ships 
of  fiirty  or  fifty  tons  to  Calao  laden  with  corn ;   besides  sup- 
pljring  meal  aild  biscuit  to  the  French  sliips,  which  take  in 
provisions  there  in  order  to  proceed  to  Peru,  and  for  their 
ioyagie  back  to  France.     All  this  were  quite  inconsiderable 
Kir  so  fine  a  country,  were  it  better  peopled ;   since  the  land 
b  so  extraordinarily  fertile,  were  it  well  cultivated,  that  they 
Duly  scratch  it  for  the  most  part,  by  means  of  a  plough  made 
of  a  crooked  stick,  and  drawn  by  two  oxen ;   and,  though 
die  seed  be  scarcely  covered,  it  produces  seldom  less  than  an 
hundred  ibid.     Neither  are  they  at  any  more  pains  in  pro* 
caring  their  vines,  in  order  to  make  good  wine.     Besides 
which,  as  they  have  not  the  art  to  glaze  their  jars  in  which 
Ae  wine  is  secured,  to  make  them  liold  in,  they  are  under 
Ae  necessity  of  pitching  them.     And  this,  together  with  thd 
Mt-fikin  bags  in  which  it  is  carried  from  the  estancias,  gives 
It  a  bitter  taste  like  treacle,  and  a  flavour  to  which  it  is  hard 
finr  strangers  to  accustom  themselves.     The  grasses  also  are 
aDowed  to  grow  without  any  attention  or  industry  being  em- 
ployed in  grafting.     Apples  and  pears  grow  naturally  m  the 
voodsy  and  in  such  abundance  as  it  is  hard  to  comprehend 
how  they  coold  have  so  multiplied  since  the  conquest,  as  tliey 
affirm  there  were  none  in  the  country  before. 

The  mines  of  Quilogoya  and  Quilacura  are  within  four 
leagued  of  this  port,  and  afford  vast  quantities  of  gold.  At 
the  Estancia  dtl  Ae,  or  king's  farm,  which  is  at  no  great  dis- 
tance, there  is  by  far  the  most  plentiful  favaders^  or  washing- 
place  for  gold  in  all  Chili,  where  sometimes  they  find  tumps 
of  pure  gold  of  prodigious  size.  The  mountains  of  the  Cor- 
delieras  are  reported  to  contain  a  continued  chain  of  mines 
for  many  hundred  miles,  which  certainly  is  highly  probable, 
as  hardly  any  of  these  mountains  have  hitherto  been  opened 
without  vast  quantities  of  metal  being  found  in  them,  espe- 
cially fine  copper,  of  which  all  the  artillery  in  the  Spanish 
West  Indies  is  constructed,  at  least  ail  that  are  used  in  th« 
countries  on  the  South  Seas. 

The  most  considerable  port  in  Chili  is  Valparaiso,  which 
is  esteemed  one  of  the  best  harbours  on  the  whole  coast  of 
the  South  Sea.  It  lies  on  a  river  fifteen  leagues  below  St 
Jago,  the  capital  of  Chili.^     To  tliis  port  all  the  riches  of 

the 

'  This  is  a  material  error.    Valparaisa  is  on  no  river,  and  lies  forty  Sd^ 
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the  mines  on  every  side  are  brought^  pdrticularly  from  tlwie 
of  Tiltilp  which  are  immensely  rich,  and  are  situated  between 
St  Jago  and  Valparaiso.  The  gold  here  is  found  in  a  very  haij 
stone,  some  of  which  sparkles  and  betrays  the  inclosed  tre*- 
sure  to  the  eye ;  but  most  of  it  does  not  shew  the  smalleit 
sign  of  gold,  appearing  merely  a  hard  harsh  stone  of  varionp 
colours,  some  white,  some  red,  some  black.  This,  ore,  afUf 
being  broken  in  pieces,  is  grinded  or  stamped  la  »  mill  hi 
the  help  of  water^  into  a  gross  powder,  with  which  qoicksily 
Yer  is  afterwards  mixed.  To  this  mixture  a  brisk  stream  isC 
water  is  let  in,  which  reduces  the  earthy  matters  to  a  kind 
of  mud,  which  is  carried  off  by  the  current,  the  amalpm  cf 
gold  and  quicksilver  remaining  at  the  bottom,  in  CGiii8« 
quence  of  its  weight.  This  amdgam  is  then  put  into  a iioai 
bag>  and  pressed  very  hard,  by  which  the  greatest  part  sf 
the  mercury  is  strained  off,  and  the  remainder  is  ewapombf^ 
off  by  the  force  of  fire,  leaving  the  gold  in  a  little  wedge  ov 
mass,  shaped  like  a  pine-apple,  whence  it  is  called  a  JMrmk 
This  is  afterwards  melted  and  cast  in  a  mould,  to  know  Jil 
exact  weight,  and  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  silver  tfaiHl 
is  mixed  with  the  gold,  no  farther  process  of  refining  boiflif 
done  here.  The  weightiness  of  the  gold,  and  the  hiaS^ 
with  which  it  forms  an  amalgam  with  toe  mercury,,  occariaof 
it  easily  to  part  from  the  dross  or  earthy  matters  <^  tkt 
Stone  or  matrix.  This  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  gold-mi- 
oers,  as  they  every  day  know  what  they  get ;  but  the  sihsv* 
miners  often  do  not  know  how  much  they  get  till  two  mondv 
after,  owing  to  the  tediousness  of  their  operation,  as  former]^ 
described. 

According  to  the  nature  of  these  gold-mines,  and  thf 
comparative  richness  of  the  veins,  every  caxoti^  or  chest  of 
fifl;y  quintals,  yields  four,  five,  or  six  ounces  of  gold.  When 
it  only  yields  two  ounces,  the  miner  does  not  cover  his  chsF* 
ges,  which  often  happens;  but  he  sometimes  receives  ampb  ! 
amends,  when  he  meets  with  good  veins ;  and  the  gold-minci  ^ 
are  those  which  produce  metals  the  most  unequally.  In  6ih  I 
lowing  a  vein,  it  frequently  widens,  then  becomes  narrowo^ 
^.  and  then  seems  to  disappear,  all  within  a  small  space  it 
ground ;  and  this  sport  of  nature  makes  the  miners  live  is 
continual  hopes  of  finding  what  they  call  a  pursCf  being  tht 

expanded  1 


lish  miles  north  from  the  river  Maypo,  on  one  of  the  upper  brsndics  rf 
which,  ths  Mspocho^  St  Jago  is  situafced.---£. 
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txpsnded  eod  of  a  vein,  which  is  sometimei  so  rich  as  to 
make  a  flsan's  fiutunc  at  once ;  jct  this  same  inequality  some- 
tunes  ruins  thcra^  which  is  the  reason  that  it  is  more  rare  to 
see  a  gold-miner  rich  than  a  silver-miner,  or  even  one  in  any 
other  metal,  although  there  be  less  expcnce  in  extracting 
gold  from  the  mineral  than  any  other  metaL  For  this  rea* 
SOD  also  the  gcdd-miners  have  the  particular  privilege  that 
diey  cannot  be  sued  to  execution  in  civil  actions.  Gold  only 
pays  a  twentieth  part  to  the  king,  which  duty  is  called  CovOf 
from  the  name  of  a  private  individual  at  whose  instance  the 
duty  was  thus  reduced,  gold  having  formerly  paid  a  fifth,  aa 
sfiver  still  does. 

On  the  descent  of  this  mountain  of  Tittilf  there  runs,  dur 

ling  the  rainy  season,  a  brisk  stream  of  water,  which  passes 

dirougfa  among  the  gold-ore,  and  washes  away  abundance 

of  that  rich  metal,  as  it  ripens  ^  and  breaks  from  its  bed.  On 

this  account,  this  stream  is  accounted  one  of  the  richest  lava- 

dcfoa  in  all  Chili  for  four  months  of  every  year ;  and  well 

k  may^  as  there  are  sometimes  found  in  it  pellets  of  gold  of 

^      m  ounce  weight.     At  Paima^  about  four  leagues  from  Val- 

»      panisoi,  there  is  another  rich  lavadero;  and  every  where 

^      throughout  the  country,  the  fall  of  a  brook  or  rivulet  is  ao» 

2      companied  by  more  or  less  of  these  golden  showers,  the  rich- 

1      est  of  which  fall  into  the  laps  of  the  Jesuits,  who  farm  or  pur- 

^     dune  abundance  of  mines  and  lavaderos,  which  are  wrought 

^     fer  their  benefit  by  their  servants.     The  soil  in  the  ncigh- 

:^     boaihood  of  Valparaiso  is  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile^  so 

f^      thtt  forty  sliips  go  from  thence  yearly  to  Calao,  laden  with 

com;  yet  that  commodity  still  remains  so  cheap  at  this 

: :     ^tuce^  where  money  is  so  abundant,  that  an  English  bushel 

^      of  wheat  may  be  bought  for  less  than  three  shillings.     It 

r.     woukl  be  still  cheaper,  could  all  the  country  be  cultivated; 

^     Ut  as  it  has  constant  dry  weather  for  eight  months  endu- 

^     HQce,  cultivation  is  only  possible  where  they  have  brooks  or 

^     little  rills  in  the  vales  coming  from  the  mountains,  which  can 

-1^     be  applied  for  irrigating  or  watering  the  cultivated  land. 

.-r        There  is  a  great  trade  carried  on  to  all  parts  of  Chili  from 

^,      the  Atlantic  ocean^  by  way  of  Buenos  Ayres,  whence  the 

Cbilese  receive  some  European  goods,  together  with  large 

sums 

Vrfast  is,  as  the  matrix  or  rock  in  which  it  is  contained,  moulders  and 
^       ^yi  by  the  influences  of  the  weather  and  of  this  stream ;  for  the  notioa 
*>  oreg  ripening  i|  a  mere  dream  or  fancyrf— £• 
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$um9  in  silycry  in  return  for  their  commodities.  Tbii 
perhaps  the  largest  route  of  Indian  commerce  in  the  wo 
^  the  road  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Potosi  is  1500  miles ;  i 
though  the  distance  front  Valparaiso  be  not  above  160  m 
more»^  yet  it  Ib  attended  with  much  greater  difficulty, 
the  vast  chain  of  mountains  called  the  Cordelieras  of  the  < 
des  has  to  be  passed,  which  can  only  be  done  during 
three  first  months  of  tlie  year,  the  passes  being  impractia 
at  all  other  times*  At  that  season  the  merchants  come  fi 
Mendoza^  an  inland  town  about  300  leagues  from  Buc 
Ayres,  and  travel  through  the  mountains  to  St  Jago.  ' 
passage  of  the  mountains  usually  takes  up  six  or  seven  di 
thougn  only  about  sixty  leagues,  and  the  travellers  have 
only  to  carry  their  own  provisions  with  them,  but  also 
provender  of  their  mules,  as  the  whole  of  that  part  of 
road  is  a  tontinued  series  of  rocks  and  precipices,  and  all 
country  round  so  barren  and  so  exposed  to  snows  in  win 
that  it  is  utterly  uninhabitable.  The  remainder  of  thejc 
nev,  from  St  Jago  to  the  mines,  and  from  thence  to  Val 
raiso,  is  both  sale  and  pleasant ;  and  in  this  the  mercbi 
have  nothing  to  fear,  except  staying  too  long,  and  lot 
their  passage  home  through  the  mountains  for  that  seai 
in  which  case  they  would  have  to  remain  in  Chili  at  1 
nine  months  longer  than  they  intended. 

On  the  whole,  though  a  very  great  part  of  the  enorm 
extent  of  tlie  Spanish  dominions  m  South  America  be  al 
lutely  desert,  and  the  people  in  some  of  the  inhabited  p 
do  not  acquire  large  fortunes,  yet  the  Spanish  settlen 
Chili  certainly  procure  immense  riches  yearly^  as  the  co 
try  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  all  the  gold  drawn  from 
mines  and  lavaidores  must  be  divided  among  them.  It  is 
dent,  however,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitant! 
not  abound  in  wealth.  Those  among  them  who  dea 
cattle,  com,  and  the  other  productions  of  the  country,  c 
acquire  moderate  fortunes ;  and  those  who  are  conccmei 
the  mines  are  frequently  ruined  by  launching  out  into  un 
ccssful  speculations,  and  by  expensive  living.  Those  i 
are  easy  in  their  circumstances^  and  retire  to  the  city  & 

Jt 

7  In  these  estimates,  Betagh  has  been  very  unfortunate,  as  the  d 
distance  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Potosi  does  not  exceed  IICO  mUei» 
the  dibtance  from  Valparaiso^  also  in  a  straight  line,  is  hardly  800  i 
— E. 
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we  in  sach  a  manner  as  snfliciently  demonstrates  the 
r  Chili ;  as  all  their  ntensils^  eren  those  of  the  most 
f  sort,  are  of  pure  gold,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
if  that  city  cannot  fall  short  of  twenty  millions.*  Add 
the  gold-mines  are  continuaHy  increasing,  and  it  ia 
want  of  hands  that  they  are  not  wrought  to  infinitely 
vantage;  for  those  already  discovered  and  now  n&» 
would  be  sufScient  to  employ  40,000  men.  It  may 
>bserved,  that  the  frauds  practised  against  the  royal 
are  increasing  daily,  and,  as  the  riches  of  the  Spa- 
st  Indies  are  measured  by  the  amount  of  the  royal 
,  this  must  make  them  appear  poorer  than  they  are 
7*  We  have  one  instance  of  this  in  the  mines  of 
which  are  said  to  produce  less  silver  than  they  did 
' ;  yet,  on  a  computation  for  fifty  years,  the  annual  re- 
» the  king  has  amounted,  on  the  average  to  220,000 
thirteen  rials  and  a  quarter  yearly,  which  shews  that 
lal  produce  of  these  mines,  so  far  as  it  has  paid  the 
[ty,  amounts  nearly  to  two  million  pieces  of  eight,  or 
and  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  the  royal 
does  not  receive  above  half  of  what  is  due:  where- 
m  this  example,  the  rest  may  be  judged  of. 


Some  Account  of  the  French  Interlopers  in  ChilL 

e  policy  of  Spain  chiefly  consists  in  endeavouring, 
ossible  means,  to  prevent  the  riches  of  these  exten- 
linions  from  passing  into  other  hands,  so  the  know- 
tssessed  by  other  nations  of  the  great  wealth  of  these 
IS,  and  of  the  ^eat  demand  for  European  manu&c- 
)ong  their  inhabitants,  has  excited  almost  every  na- 
Europe  to  devise  every  possible  contrivance  for  co- 
for  a  share  in  these  riches,  and  this  with  such  efiect^ 
s  even  questionable  whether  any  considerable  portion 
ches  of  the  new  world  centres  among  the  inhabitants 
Spain.  This  may  be  judged  of  from  the  iollowing 
"ations :  Even  the  trade  carried  on  from  Spain  to  the 
rid  is  of  much  greater  importance  to  foreigners  than 
poniards  themselves.  For  as  Spain  has  few  commo- 
dities 


XMD  or  denomination  13  not  specified :  If  dollars,  at  49.  Sd.,  this 
ount  to  four  millious  and  a  half  8terliiig.^-£» 


56  Earljif  Circumnavigations*        jpabt  ii.  book  if. 

clities  of  iU  own,  and  carries  on  scarcely  any  manu&ctare^ 
the  Siianish  merchants  at  Cadiz  have  to  niaKe  up  their  car- 
goes oy  means  of  purchases  from  other  countries ;  or  radicr 
the  Cadiz  merchants  are  mere  factors  for  the  merchants  of 
England,  France,  and  Holland,  whose  goods  they  send  to 
America,  and  pay  them  by  the  returns  made  in  the  Tlats 
fleets.  Spain  also  is  a  country  very  ill  provided  with  boom 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  most  of  the  conveniences ;  id 
that  prodigious  sums  of  the  money  brought  from  America 
have  to  be  yearly  exported  for  the  purchase  of  these. 

Hesides  such  drawbacks  as  the  above,  to  which  the  Sp^ 
iiiards  willingly  submit,  there  are  many  others  which  tbej 
are  forced  to  endure  :  For  instance,  all  the  negroes  they  enw 
])Ioy  in  their  plantations,  in  which  every  kind  of  labour  ii 

!)erformed  by  them,  are  purchased  from  foreigners,  {uurtioi- 
arly  the  English  and  Dutch,  at  a  very  large  annual  cxpenoe; 
and,  under  pretence  of  furnishing  them  with  negroes,  achn- 
destine  trade  is  carried  on  every  year,  along  the  whole  coattl 
of  their  possessions  on  the  Atlantic.  In  the  South  Se^ 
however,  they  were  tolerably  iVce  from  every  thing  excrpi 
tlie  depredations  of  pirates^  till  the  general  war  on  account 
of  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  »Spain,  which  created  a 
new  kind  of  contraband  trade^  unknown  in  former  timef,  of 
which  I  now  propose  to  give  some  account. 

llie  French  interlopers  carried  vast  (]uantities  of  goods  di- 
rectly from  Europe  into  the  South  Stas,  which  till  tlien  bad 
hardly  ever  been  uttemptcd  by  any  European  nation.  This 
was  always  viewed  wi:Ii  an  evil  eye  by  the  court  of  Spain,  si 
repugnant  to  the  interests  of  Sj)uin,  and  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  the  maxims  of  htr  government ;  but  there  were  nuuj 
circumstances  at  that  time  Vfliicli  rendered  this  a  kind  of  oe* 
cessary  evil,  and  obli'^al  tiierclore  the  pi'0])le  of  Old  SpaiB 
to  submit  to  it.  As  for  the  Creoles,  they  had  European  goods 
and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  it  did  not  give  them  much  coocem 
who  it  Wiis  that  received  their  money.  The  town  of  St  Mif 
lo  has  always  been  noted  for  privateers,  and  greatly  annoyed 
tile  trade  of  the  English  and  Dutch  during  the  whole  reigB 
of  King  William,  and  part  of  that  of  Queen  Anne ;  aad 
though  some  allege  that  money  procured  by  privateering 
never  prospers,  yet  I  may  sal'eiy  aifirm  that  the  people  of  & 
Malo  are  as  rich  and  flourishing  as  any  in  ali  France.  Prifi- 
teering  has  thriven  so  well  among  them,  that  all  their  South 
Sea  trade  has  arisen  from  thence ;  aud^  during  the  last  wafi 
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flo  rich  and  generoufy  dmt  tbqr  made  leveral  firee 
Id  Louis XI V. ;  andsodeKterooswerethejrf  tbatthoi^ 
Idmirahy  alwayg  kept  a  stoat  squadroa  in  the  Athmtic^ 
ere  never  able  to  capture  one  of  their  Sooth-Sea  tra- 
The  reascm  of  this  was,  that  thqr  always  kept  their 
t  cxtremdy  dean,  having  ports  to  careen  at  of  which  we 
'  not.  In  1709^  when  I  bekmged  to  her  majesty's  ship 
jooy  bmig  one  of  the  convoy  that  year  to  Newfi>nnd- 
we  saw  and  chased  upon  that  coast  a  §bip  of  B&yganM, 
b  we  soon  perceived  to  be  French-built;  bat  she  crowd* 
il  and  soon  left  us.  She  had  just  careened  at  Piacenti% 
we  wondered  much  to  find  such  a  ship  in  that  part  of 
porld.  We  afterwards  learnt,  from  some  French  pri- 
r%  that  she  was  a  French  ship  bound  to  St  Malo^  ha- 
two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  on  board,  and  was  then 
im  that  she  trusted  to  her  heels,  and  valued  nobody* 
f  went  thus  fiur  to  the  north  andf^est  on  purpose  to  have 
idvantage  of  a  westerly  wind,  which  seldom  £ule4  of 
ii^  them  into  soundings  at  one  q)irt^  if  not  quite  home, 
e  rlaoentia  has  been  yielded  to  Great  Britain,  they  now 
it  Catherina  and  Islagrande^  on  the  coast  of  Brasil,  and 
kinioo  in  the  West  Indies. 

bis  trade  succeeded  so  well,  that  all  the  merchants  of  St 
3  engaged  in  it,  sending  every  year  to  the  number  of 
tj  sad  of  ships.  In  1721,  I  saw  eleven  sail  of  these  to- 
er  at  one  time  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  among  which  were 
ral  of  fifty  guns,  and  one  called  the  Fleur^^luce^  which 
i  nxiunt  seventy,  formerly  a  man-of-war.  As  this  trade 
contrary  to  the  Asdento  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
Spain,  memorials  were  frequently  presented  against  it 
ladrid  by  the  court  of  London ;  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
1^  to  fulfil  his  engagements  to  the  king  of  England,  re- 
!d  to  destroy  this  contraband  French  trade.  As  there 
no  other  way  to  accomplish  this  but  by  sending  a  squa- 
i  of  men-of-war  into  the  South  Sea,  and  as  few  of  the 
aiards  were  acquainted  with  the.  navigation  of  Cape 
n,  or  could  bear  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  climate,  the 
t  of  Spain  was  obliged  to  use  foreigners  on  this  expedi- 
,  and  the  four  ships  sent  out  were  both  manned  and 
manded  by  Frenchmen.  The  squadron  consisted  of  the 
uester,  of  50  guns,  and  400  men,  the  Rubi^j  of  50  guns, 
S30  men,  both  of  these  formerly  English  ships  ofwar, 
LeoH  Franco,  of  60  gunS|  and  450  men,  and  a  fifigate  of 

40 
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40  gnns,  and  900  men.  Monsieur  Martinet,  a  French  o 
cer,  WM  commodore  of  this  squadron,  and  commanded  1 
Pembroke,*  and  Monsieur  La  Jonqniere  the  Ruby.  T 
French  conducted  Uie  navigation  round  the  cape  very  w 
though  in  the  middle  of  winter ;  but  the  last  ship  of  the  foi 
which  was  manned  with  Spaniards,  could  not  woather'Ci 
Horn,  and  was  forced  back  to  tlie  Kio  Plata,  where  she  i 
cast  away.  As  the  Spaniards  have  little  or  no  trade  ii 
any  of  the  cold  climates,  and  are  unused  to  hanl  work,  it 
not  to  be  wondered  that  they  failed  on  this  occasion,  ci»))ccia 
considering  the  improper  season  of  the  year.  The  Bi« 
neers,  indeed^  are  robust  enough  fellows ;  and  had  the  L< 
Franco  been  manned  with  them,  she  had  certainly  doubl 
the  cape  along  with  the  other  three  ships ;  but  the  Spaniai 
in  general,  since  acquiring  their  possessions  in  Ameri 
have  become  so  delicate  and  indolent,  that  it  would  be  di 
cult  to  And  an  entire  shfp's  company  capable  to  perform  tl 
navigation. 

The  vast  advantage  of  the  trade  of  Chili  by  way  of  Q 
Horn,  is  so  obvious,  that  his  catholic  majesty  is  obligid 
treaty  to  shut  out  all  the  European  nations  from  it,  as  i 
as  the  English,  although  his  own  subjects  make  nothing 
it,  as  it  very  rarely  happens  that  a  SpaniHh  ship  ventures 
go  round  dape  Horn.  Uwing  to  this,  all  European  go( 
sell  enormously  dear  in  Chili  and  Peru  ;  insomuch,  thai 
have  been  told  at  IJmu,  that  they  are  often  at  400  per  ce 
profit,  and  it  may  be  fairly  asserted,  that  the  goods  carri 
from  France  by  Cape  I  lorn  are  in  themselves  50  per  oe 
better  than  those  sent  in  the  Cadiz //o/^/  to  (.'arthagena  • 
Vera  Cruz,  l)ecause  the  former  are  delivered  in  six  niont 
fresh  and  undamaged,  while  the  latter  are  generally  eight! 
months  before  they  reach  Chili.  In  the  course  of  this  tnn 
the  French  sold  their  goods,  furnished  themselves  with  pi 
visions,  and  got  home  again,  all  within  twelve  or  fonrti 
months. 

When  Martinet  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Chili  in  1717,  fi 
nislied  with  a  commission  from  the  king  of  Spain  to  take 
destroy  all  the  ships  of  his  countrymen  ibund  trading  in  1 
Soutli  Sea,  he  soon  had  sufficient  employment  for  his  sqi 
dron  (  and  of  fourteen  ships  belonging  to  St  Malo,  then 
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sty  only  one  escaped  him,  which  lay  hid  in  a  land- 
creek  unseen  till  he  had  gone  to  leeward.  Although 
he  executed  the  orders  of  his  catholic  majesty,  and 
nateriai  benefit  to  the  British  South  'Sea  company, 
Imust  ruined  the  trading  part  of  the  Creole  Spaniards, 
ering  the  circulation  otmoney  and  spoiling  business^ 
they  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  the  French  men-ofi- 
lough  they  liked  the  French  merchant  ships  very 
On  the  other  hand,  imagining  that  they  had  done 
1  service  to  the  Spaniards^  the  French  expected  to 
ceived  at  least  civil  treatment  in  return,  during  their 
these  seas.  As  soon,  however,  as  Martinet  brought 
es  into  Calao,  and  the  Frenchmen  had  received  their 
)f  the  prize-money,  forgetting  the  ancient  antipathy 
Spaniards  for  the  Frencl^  they  gave  themselves  extra- 
airs  on  shore,  by  dancing  anddrinking,  which  still 
leensed  the  creolians  against  them,  who  called  them 
>s  and  renegados,  for  falling  foul  of  their  own  coun- 
.  From  one  thing  to  another,  their  mutual  quarreb 
}  high,  that  the  Frenchmen  were  obliged  to  go  about 
nd  Calao  in  strong  armed  parties,  the  better  to  avoid 
»  and  affronts.  At  last,  a  young  gentleman,  who 
sign  of  the  Ruby,  and  nephew  to  Captain  La  Jon« 
was  shot  from  a  window,  and  the  murderer  took  re- 
the  great  church  of  Calao.  Martinet  and  La  Jon- 
petitioned  the  viceroy  to  have  the  murderer  delivered 
justice :  But  the  viceroy,  who  was  at  the  same  time 
hop,  would  on  no  account  consent  to  violate  the  pri- 
of  the  church.  On  this  refusal,  they  called  all  their 
1  board  by  beat  of  drum,  and  laid  the  broadsides  of 
iree  ships  to  bear  on  the  town  6f  Calao,  threatening 
olish  the  town  and  fortifications,  unless  the  assassin 
ielivered  up  or  executed.  All  this  blustering,  how- 
9uld  not  prevail  upon  the  viceroy  to  give  them  any  sa- 
Du,  though  they  bad  several  other  men  killed,  besides 
iutieman. 

length,  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities,  and  no 
able  to  endure  the  place  where  his  nephew  had  been 
red,  La  Joiiquiere  obtained  leave  of  bis  commodore  to 
lie  best  of  his  way  home.  About  this  time,  many^^a- 
id  many  rich  passengers  were  assembled  at  Concep- 
Cliili,  intending  to  lake  their  p^issage  to  Europe  in 
ench  squadron,  knowing  that  all  ships  bound  for  Cape 

Horn 
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Horn  must  touch  at  Conception,  or  lome  places  thereabookf 
far  provisions.  La  Jonquiere,  having  thus  the  start  of  his 
commodore,  had  all  the  advantage  to  himself  of  so  many 
good  passengers  in  his  ship ;  for,  as  the  king  of  Spain  had 
no  ofiicer  at  Conception  to  register  the  money  shipped  at 
that  place,  these  passengers  and  missionaries  put  astonisbv 
ing  sums  of  hioney  on  board  the  Iluby.  They  were  there* 
by  spared  the  trouble  of  a  voyage  to  Panama  or  Acapulco,' 
and  travelling  thence  for  Portobcllo  or  Vera  Cruz,  when 
they  must  have  had  their  coflcrs  visited^  to  see  if  the  indulim 
of  his  majesty  were  fairly  accounted  for.  They  theretbre  s»» 
ved  every  shilling  of  that  induUoj  as  the  Ruby  touched  fint- 
in  France,  where  no  cognizance  whatever  was  taken  of  this 
affair.  They  also  got  clear  of  the  other  moiety  payable  ia* 
Spain*  as  they  landed  all  their  money  in  France. 

ik>side8  these  rich  passengers  and  their  money,  the  Rabj'' 
had  also  on  board  a  considerable  sum  arising  to  his  caiholio 
majesty  from  the  confiscation  of  the  thirteen  captured  inteiw, 
lopers,  all  of  which,  as  1  was  informed,  amounted  to 
millions  of  dollars  in  that  ship.  Wliut  a  fine  booty  we  mil 
ed  therefore  by  the  obstinacy  of  iShclvocke  !  For,  when  thi». 
ship,  the  Ruby,  found  us  at  the  i.sland  of  St  Catharine^  hflv« 
company  was  so  sickly  that  she  had  not  above  sixty  sound' 
men  out  of  four  hundred ;  so  that  La  Jonquiere  wasactoaDj 
afraid  of  us,  and  would  not  send  his  boat  to  the  watering* 
place,  where  we  kept  guard,  and  our  coopers  and  sail-maken 
were  at  work,  till  he  hud  first  obtained  leave  of  our  captain  y 
neither  is  this  strange,  lor  he  knew  we  had  a  consort,  and* 
was  in  Spain  all  the  time  he  staid  there,  lest  the  Success 
should  have  joineil  us.  > 

After  Commodore  Martinet  had  cleared  the  coast  of  CUM; 
and  Peru  of  his  countrymen,  he  sent  his  brother-in-kw,. 
Monsieur  dc  Uraiigr,  express  with  the  news  to  Madrid,  who 
went  by  way  of  Panama,  Portobcllo,  Jamaica,  and  LondoD»  • 
On  deUvering  his  message,  the  king  of  Spuin  asked  what  he^:  ■- 
could  do  for  hini^  when  he  humbly  recaiested  his  miycstb.  \ 
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ijp  was  getting  ready,  and  was  sarprised  to  meet  with 
i  reception  n'om  tbe  French  merchants  and  other 
men  of  his  acquaintance  residing  there ;  for,  as  there 
merchants  of  various  nations  interested  in  the  ships  tw- 
od  confiscated  in  the  South  Sca«  tliey  uniTersaUy  con* 
d  htm  and  all  the  French  in  that  squadron  as  fitise  br6>- 
ibr  serving  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  prejudice  of 
own  countrymen*  Thus,  while  he  expected  to  have 
valuable  cargo  consigned  to  his  care,  na  man  would 
le  value  of  a  dollar  with  him.  Giptain  Fitzgerald,  who 
len  at  CaieSf  made  him  a  considerable  offer  for  thepr»- 
of  going  out  as  his  second  officer,  with  liberty  to  take 
bat  goods  he  might  be  able  to  procure,  in  his  own 
As  de  Grange  was  not  a  little  embarrassed,  he  ao- 
1  this  offer,  and  procured  a  commission  for  Fitzgerald 
ond  captain.  1  hey  accordingly  manned  the  Zderih 
r  with  French  seamen^  and  some  English,  and  got  very 
ound  Cape  Horn.  At  this  time  our  two  pnvateen^ 
access  and  Speedwell,  were  known  to  be  in  the  South 
and  the  Zelerin  was  one  of  tbe  ships  commissioned  by 
ceroy  of  Peru  to  cruize  for  us.  Fitzgerald  sold  all  his 
to  great  advantage  at  Lima,  where  he  continued  to  ra- 
while  de  Grange  served  as  captain  under  Admiral  Don 
»  Miranda,  who  took  E-Iately  and  me  prisoners, 
ough  great  sufferers  by  so  many  confiscations,  the  mer^ 
)  of  St  Malo  were  not  entirely  discouraged ;  for,  in  the 

1720,  we  found  tbe  Solomon  of  St  Malo,  of  40  guns^ 
50  men,  at  y/o,  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  with  several  Spa« 
)arks  at  her  stern.  In  the  course  of  six  weeks,  she  sold 
r  cargo,  got  in  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  the  coast 
ut  interruption,  as  by  this  time  Martinet's  squadron  had 
le  coast.  Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Solomon^ 
erchants  of  St  Mnio  fitted  out  fourteen  sail  together^ 
which  arrived  in  the  South  Sea  in  tbe  beginning  of  the 

1721.  Three  of  the  commanders  of  these  ships,  being 
icquainted  with  the  crcoiians,  quickly  sold  their  car- 
and  returned  home.  About  this  time,  the  people  of 
judged  that  our  privateers  were  gone  off  the  coast,  or 
ist  would  not  commit  any  more  hostilities,  because  of 
'uce  between  the  two  crowns.  Wherefore,  the  three 
ish  men-of-war  that  had  been  fitted  out  to  cruize  against 
ere  ordered  against  these  fresh  interlopers.  I  was  on 
I  the  Flying^fish,  an  advice-boat  that  accompanied  th^ 

men* 


#1  Earfy  CiMttiMwigaiions.       paet  h.  Bool 

inen-of*war»  when  they  GUme  up  with  eleven  sail  of  t(i< 
Male  ships,  which  were  then  altogether  on  the  coast  of  C 
and)  instead  of  firiug  on  them,  the  Spaniards  joined  thei 
friends.  At  first,  expecting  to  have  been  attacked, 
French  ships  drew  Up  in  a  line,  as  if  daring  the  ship 
war.  This  seemed  to  me  somewhat  strange,  that  three  i 
•hips,  purposely  fitted  out  for  this  cruize^  should  d^i 
doing  their  duty  on  their  own  coasts;  for,  had  they  pn 
too  weak,  they  had  ports  of  their  own  to  retire  to^  tt 
their  lee.  But  the  ships  of  war  contented  themselves 
watching  the  motions  of  the  interlopers,  keeping  them  al* 
in  sight;  and  when  any  of  the  French  ships  drew  neai 
ahore^  the  Spaniards  always  sent  a  pinnace  or  long-boat  a 
with  her,  carrying  the  Spanish  flag,  the  sight  of  whici 
fectually  deterred  the  creolians  from  trading  with 
French.  In  this  manner  they  contrived  to  prevent  alt  t 
ships  from  disposing  of  their  goods,  except  when  they 
met  with  at  sea  by  chance,  and  sold  some  of  their  conin 
ties  clandestinely.  At  length,  completely  tired  out  bj 
dose  superiutendance,  the  French  got  leave  to  take  in 
visions,  and  went  home,  at  least  half  of  their  goods  ren 
ing  unsold.  Notwithstanding  these  losses  and  disapp 
ments,  and  severe  edicts  issued  against  this  trade  in  Fi^ 
the  merchants  of  St  Malo  still  persist  to  carry  it  on,  th 
privately,  nor  is  it  probable  they  will  ever  leave  oiTso  h 
live  a  commerce,  unless  prevented  by  the  strong 
power^  or  supplanted  by  some  other  nation* 


S  8.  Return  of  Betagh  to  England. 

I  now  return  to  my  own  affairs^  and  the  manner  o 
return  to  England  from  Peru.  I  have  already  nckno^ 
ged  the  kind  reception  I  met  with  from  the  admiral  o 
South  Seas,  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  and  the  reasons  g 
treating  us  so  civilly.  I  think  it  barely  justice  to  me 
the  several  favours  I  received,  during  the  eleven  montbi 
I  continued  at  Lima,  particularly  from  Don  Juan  Ba| 
Palacio,  a  native  of  Biscay,  a  knight  of  the  order  < 
Jago,  who  came  weekly  to  the  prison  while  we  were  t 
and  distributed  money  to  us  all,  in  proportion  to  our 
ral  ranks.  Captain  Nicholas  Fitzgerald  procured  mj 
largcmenti  by  becoming  security  for  me;  and  he  aften 
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ftapplied  me  with  money  and  necessaries,  from  that  time  till 
tuf  departure;  and  procured  for  me  and  twenty  more,  a 
paaiage  to  CadiZy  in  a  Spanish  advice-boat  called  the  Flybig- 
uh»  of  which  our  surgeon's  mate,  Mr  Pressick,  acted  as  sur- 
geoDy  receiving  wages,  as  did  the  rest  of  our  men,  being  re^ 
MMed  from  pnson  expressly  to  assist  in  navigating  that  ves- 
id  home  to  Spain.  For  my  own  part,  being  well  treated,  I 
id  not  think  proper  to  eat  the  bread  of  icUeness,  but  kqiC 
By  watches  as  well  as  the  other  officers.  And  pray,  what  it 
die  harm  of  all  this  ?  Though  Shelvocke  had  the  stupidity 
to  call  it  treason ;  it  must  surely  ^>pear  a  very  malicious,  aa 
vdl  as  an  ignorant  charge,  after  a  man  has  been  driven 
smoDg  the  enemy,  to  call  him  a  traitor  because  he  has  been 
kindly  used,  and  for  accepting  his  passage  back  again ;  and* 
becaiue  I  was  not  munlered  in  Peru,  I  ought  to  be  executed 
sthomew  This  is  Shelvocke's  great  Christian  charity  and 
good  conscience ! ' 

On  my  arrival  at  Cadiz,  captain  John  Evers  of  the  l^ri- 
tunia  kindly  gave  me  my  passage  to  London,  and  ente^- 
tiioed  me  at  his  own  table.  On  my  return  to  London,  and 
representing  the  hardships  I  had  undergone,  nine  honoura- 
ble persons  made  me  a  present  of  ten  guineas  each ;  which 
aflbrded  me  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  that  such  as  were  the 
bat  judges,  had  a  proper  idea  of  the  miseries  I  had  suffered, 
and  approved  the  manner  in  which  I  bad  behaved,  the  only 
consolation  I  could  receive  in  the  circumstances  in  which  I 
was  left  by  that  unfortunate  voyage.  The  fair  account  I 
bave  given  of  facts,  and  the  detail  of  my  proceedings  in  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  together  with  the  account  of  what  I  ob- 
served worthy  of  notice  during  my  stay  in  these  parts,  will 
acquit  me,  I  hope,  in  the  opinion  of  every  candid  and  im- 
partial person,  from  the  aspersions  thrown  upon  me  by  Shel- 
vock^  in  the  account  he  has  published  of  his  voyage. 

Note. 

**  Betagh  has  fully  shewn,  that  the  navigation  round  Cape 

Horn  is  no  such  dangerous  or  wonderful  voyage.     If  twenty 

ships  from  St  Malo  could  perform  it  in  one  year,  and  not  a 

single  vessel  either  shipwrecked  or  forced  to  put  back,  what 

shall 

'  After  all,  had  the  Flying-fish  been  captured  by  a  British  cniizer,  Be* 
^h  would  have  run  great  risk  of  b6ing  found  guilty  of  treason  for  keeping 
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shall  binder  on  EngKrii  ship  or' an  Englisb  fleet  fironi  d 
the  tame  ?  We  lee  from  the  foregoing  acooont,  with 
mndi  eaae  the  French  carried  on  a  prodigiont  trade  ti 
Sooth  Sea%  at  a  time  when  the  appearance  of  an  EO] 
ahip  there  was  eateeoied  a  prodigy.  We  certainlj  can 
cor  frigates  dierey  as  wol  as  die  French  can  dieir  i 
from  St  Mab ;  and  it  might  be  well  worth  the  while  d 
Berchants  to  send  oat  ships  to  the  coasts  of  Chili  and  I 
laden  with  proper  goods  ror  that  coontry.'' — Harris. 

In  the  present  day^  this  trade  to  the  coasts  of  ChiB 
Fern  has  been  resomed  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  8ti 
bot  the  subjects  of  Britain  are  debarred  from  even  atle 
ing  to  take  a  shares  because  within  the  exclasive  limits  o 
East  India  Company ;  althoi^h  their  ships  never  come  m 
to  the  western  coast  of  America  than  Canton  in  China,  a 
enormous  distance  of  174  degrees  of  longitude^  and  8t 
grees  of  latitude,  counting  from  Canton  in  China  to  Cob 
Son  in  Peru,  or  upwards  of  toe/be  thowand  Engluk  s 
It  is  certainly  at  least  extremely  desirable^  that  a  tfai 
aodi  promise  should  not  remain  any  longer  proUb 
merely  to  satisfy  a  punctilio,  without  the  most  dutant  Ai 
of  benefit  to  the  India  Company,  or  to  the  nonentity  d 
■linated  the  Sontb^ea  Company.— 'jEd. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


B  BOUND   THE  WORLD,  BY  COMVODOSX  ROGGEWEIV, 

IN  1721-1723.  « 


INTRODUCTION. 

[ERE  was,  perhaps,  no  country  in  the  wcnrld  where 
commerce  was  more  profitable,  or  hM  more  bonouriHf 
an  in  Holland,  or  where  more  respect  and  attention 
swn  to  it  by  the  government.  As  the  republic  chiefly 
m1  by  trade,  every  tiling  relating  to  it  was  considered 
ifiair  of  a  public  nature,  in  which  the  welfiire  of  the 
ras  concerned,  and  highly  deserving  therefore  of  the 
it  and  readiest  attention.  The  great  companies  in 
id,  as  in  other  countries,  were  considered  as  injurious 
e  in  some  lights,  yet  necessary  to  its  welfare  in  others, 
es^  India  Company  of  that  country,  originally  erected 
I,  held,  by  an  exclusive  charter,  the  commerce  of  the 
f  Africa,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  Cape  of 
Hope,  and  that  of  America,  from  the  southern  point 
'foundland  in  the  N.  E.  all  along  the  eastern  coast  to 
aits  of  Magellan  or  Le  Maire,  and  thence  northwards 
along  the  western  coast,  to  the  supposed  Straits  of 
thus  including  the  entire  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and 
oceans.  Tlie  directors  of  this  company  consisted  of 
'-two  persons,  divided  into  five  chambers,  of  whom 
n  were  chosen  to  administer  the  afikirs  of  the  Com- 
together  with  a  nineteenth  person^  nominated  by  the 
General. 

afiairs  of  this  Company  were  once  in  so  very  flourisli- 
ondition,  that  it  was  considered  as  even  superior  to 
last  India  Company.  This  prosperity  was  chiefly  ow- 
XI.  £  ingy 
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ing  to  the  happy  success  of  their  affairs  at  sea ;   as  their  ad* 
miraly  Peter  Haines,  in  the  1629,  captured  the  Spanish  plata 
fleet,  laden  with  immense  riches.    They  at  one  time  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  greatest  part  of  Brazil ;   and 
8o  considerable  that  the  great  Count  Maurice- of  Nasaan 
not  think  it  beneath  him  to  accq>t  a  commission  from  dik 
Company  as  Govemor-Creneral  of  Brazil ;   which  oonntij^ 
however,  after  it  had  post  them  immenae  sums  to  defend,  tbtf 
at  length  lost.    The  term  of  their  charter,  originally  limited 
to  twenty-four  yean,  expired  in  1647,  and  was  then  renewed 
for  other  twenfy-fiye  years.    During  this  second  periods  fbtv 
•tfffiiirs  became  so  perplexed,  so  that  the  Company  was  »- 
solved  towards  the  close  of  that  term,  with  its  own  consent 
In  1674,  a  new  company  was  erected,  by  letters  patent 
firom  the  States-General,  with  nearly  the  same  powers  wad 
privileges,  which  has  subsisted  ever  since  with  great  npi|l|- 
tion.  *    The  capital  of  this  new  company  consisted  of  six  ij^ 
lions  of  florins,  which  are  equal  to  545,4541.  IQs.  lOd.  lO-llliy 
sterling.     And  the  limits  of  their  authority  are  the  wieeMtt  ^ 
coast  of  Africa  and  both  coasts  of  America^  all  the  estafall^ 
ments  of  the  Dutch  in  these  countries  being  under  their  fltjb 
thority,  so  that  any  one  who  proposes  a  new  scheme  c^cdiif- 
merce  in  those  parts,  must  necessarily  apply  himself  to'dllk 
company.    Under  these  circumstances,  a  Mr  Rogmidljb 
a  person  of  parts  and  enterprize,  formed  a  prcgectrar  % 
discovery  of  the  vast  continent  and  numerous  island%  lii^ 
posed  to  be  in  the  southern  part  of  the  globe,  under  the  naae 
of  Terra  Justralis  Incognita,  of  which  the  world  had  hitlieM 
oulv  very  imperfect  notices  from  others ;  which  project^  wt^ 
a  plan  for  carrying  the  discovery  into  execution,  they  ia|i^ 
sen  ted  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  *  in  1696,  by  itmk 
it  was  favourably  received,  and  he  was  assured  of  teeeMok 
all  the  assistance  and  support  he  could  desire  or  eaqMCt^  # 
soon  as  the  afihirs  of  the  Company  would  permit.    But  Al 
disturbances  which  soon  afterwards  followed  put  a  stm  todV] 
good  intentions  of  tlie  Company ;  and  Mr  lloggewein  dhl 
before  any  thing  could  be  done.    Mr  Roggewein  was  a     '"*' 


*  This  refers  to  the  year  1713,  when  Harris  wrote:  It  is  baidlj^,,,^ 
sary  to  say,  that  Holland  and  its  great  commercial  companies  arR  taiif 
jnercfy  matters  of  history. — E. 

,    3jprom  what  goes  both  before  and  afler^  this  seems  a  mkuk^ioifk 
Wezt  India  Company.**£* 
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■  of  the  proriocc  of /calami,  «ho  liad  aJdiclctI  liiiUMrIf 
kift  joutii  tu  maUicmalical  »iuJit-s  luul  «c  luirr  roaMm 
ppo^e  recommended   bit   projccUd  diicuver}'  ou  hi* 
•wd  to  bi*  Min. 

m  the  death  of  hU  fathrri  Uii'  yuuof^er  Itoymwcin  a|^ 

10  him  rtudic*  with  much  %i^uur«  and  qualified  bioitcir 

■  offoe  cifcauuMrllur  in  ihc  court  cif  juitice  at  liatavia, 
!  be  midcd  fur  many  yean.  Af'trr  ki*  ri'tom  iVam 
where  be  bad  aa|uirctl  a  bandiumf  roruiiic,  be  r^ 
.  opoo  carrying  bit  fiubt-r'^  prujfclMl  ducuvcr}-  into 
Uod;  and*  in  tbc  year  IT'Jl,  (iretentcd  a  uii-auu-ial  to 
te  India  Coni|iany,  narraiiii;;  tlic  pru|K»aJ  of  liit  fiir 
br  dncoviTing  Uic  ^uuibcrn   cocitiucnt  and  iftl;uidi| 

Cliey  bad  turuicrly  Inxu  plitui^  to  approve  ol^  and 
he  sr.i»  nuw  ri*jdy  to  iiltempt.  'Ilie  C4iuipaiiy  rcoeiv- 
iflMiiiorial  with  rfodniLM ;  uiid.  as  it«  offain  mere  now 
icr  order,  acc|uaijitt-ti  Mr  llo;;gvacin,  tbat  it  wosU 
■nmediate  orders  for  niuipping  ^ucb  a  Mmadron  ai 
.  be  neccMiar}-  for  carrying;  bi«  dMj^u  into  tflrct.  'I'be 
Bon  accordin){iy  fiitid  uiii  on  tbi»  occasion  oousi»ted  of 
rfiipa :  The  ila^Ic  of  :»6  «ruii»  und  1 1 1  ment  cuniuiand* 
GepCaui  Job  CokUT,  antJ  in  wliich  Mr  llo;;gc»eiji  vm- 
1  e»  CunuucMlore  ;  ilic  TiiiiLuvi-n  of  28  gun«  and  100 
oouifnaiidc'd  Uy  Cuptuin  JanuB  liownian;  nnJ  ilic  Afri- 
. galley  arnif<l  niih  14  pins  »"d  carrying  (iO  men,  coin- 
ed by  Captain  Henry  li«iM'ntli«il. 

nqr  be  projicr  to  acquaint  the  reuileri  ibal  khc  nibu^ 
;  acoouiit  ol'  this  vo\age  i*  derived  Imui  an  ori<;inal 
■^  wbicb  never  ap|Mared  lieiure  in  our  l«in^uatfe«  for 

1 1  was  indebted  to  ilie  ^^cnilenian  who  coniinancled  tbc 
faneet  oo  board  lheConiniodore«  and  whose  name  I  am 
t liberty  to  mcniion  ^  neither  that  ot  another  ;;enilcnuin 
ras  CDgOf^cd  in  the  voyage,  und  froni  whom  1  received 
lenble  aii»i»tanci-.  I'iie  nature  of  the  ex|M!t]iiion  is 
ifltt  in  itself  to  reconmicnd  it  to  die  notice  of  the  cii- 
;  and  the  many  remarkable  |)articularii  it  contains  es- 
If  rwpecting  the  state  of  die  Dutch  Coni|Miny  in  tlie 
^  nniders  it  both  a  very  entertaining  and  u  nio.^i  in- 
ife  performance. 

fare  proceeding  to  the  narrative  t^f  tliis  voyn<;o,  I  ho|)o 
addlged  in  making  a  lew  rcinaiks  wiiich  may  contri- 
btHh  to  amusement  and  information^  und  may  clear  up 
^'  that  might  otherwise  appear  obacure  in  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  voynpjo.  It  is  wortli  obscrvincr,  that  tlie  Dutch  West 
India  Companv  bad  been  long  in  a  declining  condition; 
which,  instead  of  dispiriting  the  Directors,  engaged  them  to 
turn  their  thoughts  to  every  nictliod  that  could  be  devised 
for  recovering  their  affairs.  There  is  so  wide  a  difference 
between  our  English  great  chartered  companies  and  those 
f  formerly]  in  Holland,  that  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  a 
concise  account  of  the  flourishing  state  of  that  Company, 
as  it  may  shew  what  great  things  may  be  managed  by  a 
board  of  merchants,  for  such  the  Directors  generally  were. 

It  appears,  from  the  books  of  the  Company,  that,  in  the 
wpvke  of  thirteen  years,  from  1623  to  1636,  the  Company 
had  fitted  out  800  ships,  either  for  war  or  trade,  and  that 
the  expence  of  building,  equipping,  and  seamen's  wages  bad 
cost  forty-five  millions  of  florins,  or  upwards  offour  miUkm 
sterling  :   And,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  the  Company  had 
taken  from  the  enemy  54>5  vessels,  valued  at  tixty  miUicm  of 
florins,  or  nearly  Jive  and  a  half  miiliom  sterling ;  besides 
to  the  value  of  thirty  miiliom  at  the  least,  or  neany  two  MJ^ 
iions  and  a  quarter  sterling,  in  spoils  of  various  denominatioaSi 
The  greatest  of  their  exploits  was  the  capture  of  the  Spanish 
Jlota  at  the  Havannah,  by  their  admiral  Peter  Heyne ;  by 
which  they  gained  seven  millions  of  dollars  in  money,  or 
L.  2,625,000  sterling ;  besides  ships,  brass  cannon,  and  other 
military  stores,  to  the  value  of  above  ten  millions.  ^    Sach 
were  the  flourishing  times  of  the  Company. 

The  causes  of  their  decay  seem  to  have  been  principally 
the  following.  First,  their  emulation  of  the  East  India 
Company,  which  induced  them  to  make  the  conquest  of 
Brazil  from  Portugal,  the  crown  of  which  country  had  heea 
usurped  by  their  arch  enemy  the  king  of  Spain.  This  was 
ntchieved  nt  a  vast  expence,  and  Count  Maurice  of  Nassau 
was  appointed  governor-general,  who  conducted  their  aC* 
fairs  vrith  great  skill  and  prudence.  Secondly^  owing  to  the 
desire  of  the  Company  to  conduct  all  things,  and  repining 
at  the  expence  incurred  by  that  prince  in  the  governments 
Bnizil,  was  another  cause  of  their  misfortunes:  For  the 
merchants,  who  had  conducted  their  aflairs  with  great  wis- 
dom 


^  Harris  docs  not  say  whether  dollars  or  florins :  If  the  formefj  equal  to 
7^  S,'J 50,000  sterling  at  4s.  6d.  the  dollar;  if  the  latter,  a  little  above 
I.  000,000  sterling  at  1 1  fiorius  to  the  pound  sterling;  botli  of  these  the  ' 
(>id  par  of  excliaxJije. — E. 
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doQ  and  capacit^y  while  they  oonfined  themselv^  to  com* 
meroe  and  maritime  war,  shewed  themaelyes  only  indiflferent 
itBtesmeO)  and  soon  lost  all  that  Prince  Maurice  had  gain- 
edf  and  loaded  the  Company  with  so  heavy  a  debt,  as  com- 
pelled them  in  the  end  to  consent  to  its  dissolution. 

The  new  West  India  Company,  warned  by  the  example . 
it  its  predecessors,  has  kept  more  within  bounds,  and  hai 
oertainly  managed  its  affairs  with  great  prudence  and  econo- 
my.    Having  formed  a  project  in  1714,  for  uniting  the  East  > 
uid  West  India  Companies  into  one^ '  ^d  the  propositioa  - 
bmg  rejected,  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company , 
vdy  wiselv  turned  their  thoughts  another  way ;  .and  it  is  not 
improbable^  that  the  rejection  of  their  proposal  on  this  oo- 
caiioik  may  have  induced  them  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
prapoaition  of  Rogjgewein :   For,  being  diswpcHnted  in  their.  <. 
aim  of  coming  in  for  a  share  in  the  commpdlties  of  the  East  ^ 
Indies,  they  were  desirous  of  acquiring  the^same  ardclei  of 
trade  by  some  other  means,  expecting  to  have  found  these  - 
in  the  continent  or  islands  proposed  to, be  discovered  by 
RcMggewein.    This  also  accounts  for  the  extraprdinary  hcajt 
andviolence  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  againrt. 
those  who  were  engaged  on  the  present  expedition^  and  ia. 
the  true  secret  oF  the  dispute  so  warmly  carried  on  by  the 
two  Companies,  and  so  wisely  decided  by  the  States-GcneraL 
When  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  persecuted  and  de- 
stroyed Le  Maire  for  his  voyage  of  discovery,  under  pre* 
tence  of  interfering  within  their  exclusive  boundaries,  the 
government  did  not  interfere,  because  at  that  time  the  power 
of  the  East  India  Company  was  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  state:    But,  as  the  government  of  Holland  became 
better  established,  and  especially  since  a  share  in  the  public 
administration  has  been  acquired  by  such  as  are  conversant 
in  trade,  the  concerns  of  the  East  India  Company  have  been 
viewed  in  a  new  light.     The  first  who  explained  this  matter 
clearly  was  that  consummate  statesman  and  true  patriot, 
John  de  Witte,  whose  words  are  most  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  reader. 

^  When  the  East  India  Company  had  attained  to  a  certain 
extent  of  power  and  grandeur,  its  interests  came  not  only 

to 

*  A.  lon^,  indistinct^  and  uninteresting  acconnt  of  this  project  is  here  omit- 
ted, which  Harris  alleges  might  have  traiidrerred  the  whole  commerce  of 
^rope  to  the  Dutch,  but  for  wliich  opinion  he  advancss  dq  substautial 
rcasoiUy  or  rstber  ooaetit  aU«-r£« 
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to  dash  With,  but  grew  absolately  opposite  to  those  of  the 
country.  For,  whereas  the  advantage  of  the  nation  consists 
in  the  increase  of  mafnufactures^-  commerce,  and  frei^t  of 
ships ;  the  interests  of  the  Company  are  to  promote  me  sale 
of  foreign  manu&ctnres,  and  that  with  the  smallest  extent  of 
t^ffic  md  navigation  that  can  be  contrived.  Hence,  if  the 
East  India  CoiapAny  can  gain  more  by  importing  Jw>n-' 
ctoths,  India  quilts,  carpets,  and  chintzes,  than  by  raw  sffl:'; 
of*,  if  the  Company,  by  creating  an  artificial  ^arcity  'of 
not9)css»  mace^,eloves^  cinnamon,  and  other  spices,  cMi 
rdase  their  price  so  as  to  gain  as  much  profit  by  the  sale  of 
lOO  tobfl,  as  it  would  otherwise  gain  by  the  sale  of  lOQO  tdB% 
we  are  not  to  expect  that  it  will  import  raw  siiUs,  or  be  at 
the  ^pence  of  transporting  1000  tons  of  spice ;  tbopgk  die 
Ibirmer  would  assist  and  encourage  our  manufactures  at  t^oni^ 
and  the  latter  would  increase  our  navigation." 

This  chain  of  i^souing  is  so  plain,  and  so  evidently  amer 
vnth  the  intereftts'of  all  nations,  as  well  as  with  those  of  Hot 
land,  that  it  is  itaipossible  for  any  rnprejndiccd  person  not 
to  discern  that  -afi  exclusive  companies  destroy,  instead  of 
promoting,  the  commerce  of  the  countries  in  which  tb^  are 
established.  -  The'^tne  great  statesman  already  quoted  ob- 
serves, '*  That '  the  more  any  country  exteods  its  fbreiga 
<»nque&ts,  the  more  of  its  stock  must  necessarily  be  spen^ 
for  the  preservation  and  defence  of  these  conquests :  And 
consequently,  by  how  much  the  greater  are  its  doininioii% 
sio  much  the  less  is  that  company  able  to  prosecute  the  trader 
for  the  promotion  of  which  it  was  erected."^ — HarrU. 

SEcnov 

^  The  remarks  of  Harris  on  this  voya^  are  extended  to  a  6r  gnatff 
length  than  have  been  here  adopted,  and  are  many  of  them  looae  anW 
interesting ;  but  some  of  those  here  inserted  liave  a  strong  refereaoe  to  s 
most  important  subject  now  under  consideration  of  the  legialatiHe;  wad 
the  notices  respecting  the  Dutch  West  India  Companies  are  curious  in 
themselves,  as  well  as  upon  a  subject  very  little  known  in  tins  couotiy. 

The  subject  of  this  voyage  round  the  world  is  principally  exhaaalM  ia 
the  seven  nrst  sections;  all  tliose  subsequent  being  chicsBy-a  detail  of  tba 
Indian  settlements  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company ,  as  it  was  ia  the 
year  17S2,  almost  a  century  ago.  These  certainly  might  have  been  omit- 
ted on  the  present  occasion,  without  injor\'  to  the  present  article,  as  a  cir- 
cumnarigaticm  :  But,  as  conveying  a  considerable  mass  of  information^ 
respecting  the  Dutch  poises^ions  in  Indian  now  all  belonging  to  Britaioy 
and  respecting  which  hardly  any  thing  bus  been  published  in  the  Ei^irii 
languagey  it  has  been  deemed  indispensable  to  presen'e  them.— £. 
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Srrriosf  I. 

NcrmlSirr  (fthe  F^nfttgr  fmm  IhUaml  fi  the  Ctuni  of  Rraxii.* 

Thx  imall  tqoadrmi  of  tlircr  ^hips  alrfndy  i-ntitnoriitedi 
ikd  firom  Am*»tcnl.im  on  the  I'lth  Jiilr,  iT'il.  jinii  arrttvd 
tttheTexrl  in  tliirty-%ix  hours  wlicrr  thrr  wrre  priivided 
wUk  tterj  thing  rrf|uiiiiti*  for  •m  lonir  a  rfiy!i(*r.  All  things 
bong  in  rcBdine»!s  thpy  «ailcHl  with  a  fnir  wind  on  the  2ltl 
AagM;  but.  B«  the  wind  chnnircd  nc-\t  d.iT«  ihrv  were 
line  days  in  beating  to  windwnrci  through  the  Rriit^h  chan- 
Id^  after  which  they  continainl  their  rntin»e  to  the  S.W.  for 
ike  ooast  of  Harbary,  hut  were  op{k>!mh!  hy  a  lieary  «torm 
lAiA  did  them  considerable  cLtmai^r.  IVi  thii  a  dead  cahn 
neeeeded,  during  which  the  water  r-in  niotintainii  high,  ow- 
kf  to  affitation  tliey  had  l>cf-n  thrown  into  by  the  ftonn. 
Bjrthe  rolling  of  the  ship«  iltirin:^  the  calm,  M-reral  injoriet 
%m  iiistainedi  one  oF  the  vc^h'N  Imiiig  il4  inatn-tO|>-maiit 
ad  mizen-maftt;  and  the  inain-vard  of  the  I'ommodore 
cmedown  witli  luch  Force  a**  to  wound  iie\'eml  of  the  peiv- 
pkoo  deck.  After  two  (Ijvk  the  i^iml  rn-Hhemxl  ag.iin,  and 
they  otmtinucd  their  course  S.W.  towimlii  the  iVnarieis 
iniaiing  themselves  with  obMrrrjii;;  the  m:innr*r  in  whtih  the 
Ijiag^nsh  endeavours  to  escape  Irnni  it^  enrmicM,  the  nibi* 
corei  and  bonitfH.*^.  The  rtvini-fh/i  an*  not  LirfViT  than  a 
lierring,  and  rai«e  tiK'nT«elvt-»  into  the  air  by  n)fan«  of  two 
lon|P  fins,  one  on  each  ^^ide,  not  nitich  unHke  ti^e  wining  of  a 
kat m  strength  and  texture.  Thiy  :ire  con^i.lered  ab  good 
^9  and  tlie  sailors  are  always  well  |»U*a«ed  when  they  ore 
in  plenty.  The  houitu  is  about  two  feci  long,  of  a 
Mfish  colour,  finely  $iireaketl  fMim  head  to  tail;  but  the 
IniiBliard,  dry,  and  disji;;ri*eably  taateil.  The  fl/A/Vore  is 
gMttdly  fhre  or  six  feet  long,  and  somelinuit  ^veigh^  l.'O 
foiMb.  Tliey  saw  likewise  several  water-fou  !s  particularly 
ilit  which  the  seamen  account  a  **i;;n  of  i.iml  brir.;;  ru.ir. 
While  ID  lat.  IfH'*  N.  unci  m>oii  expecting  Ut  ftie  thr  C'ana- 
a  sail  was  descried  from  iI.l'  ni:i»t-he.i(I  carr\in;;  ''''^j?- 


Jhh  crioars.     On  drawing  near  bhc  fttruck  her  colours  and 

bort- 

'fa  ihavafiout  steps  of  th'ii  voyn^r,  tlic  mprtiv  iii.intorcstiii^  jotirnal 
Sf  kf  book  iaddcDla  have  bccii  uuur»ally  iibbrt'\iatciL^l;. 
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bore  awayi  but  re-appeared  in  about  ah  hour,  having  bar 
sail  more  in  her  ooin}>an7,  sometimes  carxyinff  whiter  some- 
times red^  and  sometimes  black  ccdours^  whidi  mve  rcaun 
to  suspect  that  they  were  pirates.    The  Commodore  kmii»* 
diately  made  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle^  and  aU  handi 
went  to  work  in  during  the  ship  for  action,  filEng  grenade^ 
and  prqparing  every  thing  for  the  ensuing  engagemenftf  *  in 
which  they  fortunately  had  the  advantage  of  the  weathev* 
gwe.    Observing  this,  the  pirates  put   themselves  inloJl 
ngnting  posture,  struck  their  red  flag,  and  hoisted  a  .bhldc 
one^  on  which  was  a  death's  head  in  the  centre,  aurmooBl- 
ed  by  a  powder  horn,  and  two  cross  bones  underneatk 
They  likewise  formed  the  line,  and  commenced  a  smart  ao- 
tion.     The  pirates  fought  very  briskly  for  some  time,  as  be- 
lieving the  Dutch  ships  to  be  merchantmen ;  hut  aft^C  tivo 
hours  cannonade,  perceiving  the  Commodore  prepariiig  to 
.board  the  vessel  to  which  he  was  opposed,  the  pirates  spresd 
all  their  canvass,  and  crowded  away  as  fast  as  they  could  saiL 
Commodore  Roggewcin,  on  seeing  them  bear  away,  called 
out,  Let  the  rascals  go:    In  which  he  strictly  obevcd  his  in? 
structions ;  as  all  the  ships  belonging  to  the  Dutch  East  and 
West  India  Companies  have  strict  orders  to  pursue  their 
course,  and  never  to  give  chase.     In  this  action,  four  mea 
were  killed,  and  nine  wounded  in  the  Commodore,  t^e  other 
two  ships  having  seven  slain  and  twenty-iix  wounded.    The 
carpenters  also  had  full  employment  in  stopping  leaki^  and 
repairing  the  other  damages  sustained. 

Continuing  their  voyage,  they  had  sight  of  Madeira  on  the 
J  5th  November,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  saw  a  desertisbnd 
which  is  much  frequented  by  the  pirates,  for  wood  and  water 
and  other  refreshments.  They  afterwards  had  sight  of  tlieBssk 
of  Teneriife,  which  is  generally  esteemed  the  highest  singb 
mountain  in  the  world,  on  which  account  the  geographecsof 
Holland  adopt  it  as  the  first  meridian  in  their  maps  aod 
charts ;  while  the  French  and  English  of  late  incline  to  fr 
their  first  meridians  at  their  respective  capitals  of  Paris  aod 
London.  Tliesi;  ililierences  are  apt  to  create  much  confosioB 
ill  the  longitudes  of  places,  when  not  explained  by  the  wrilen 
who  use  these  several  modes  of  reckoning;  on  which  account 
Lewis  XIII.  of  France,  by  edict  in  1634,  endeavoured  U> 
obviate  this  inconvenience,  by  directing  the  first  meridian  to 
be  placed  in  the  island  of  Ferro,  the  most  westerly  of  the 

Canaries* 
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From  thcM  itlmndt  they  diraded  their  coufm  far 
Jaaib  of  Cope  Vcrdc^  to  naiiiod  from  C«bo  Verde,  or 
kmn  C«pf^  A  point  or  moontaiB  on  the  ooatt  of  Arric% 
I  AHimarium  hy  Plolcni  j. 

Ii^cnpe  11  bounded  bj  two  riverii  the  Sencgd  and  Gmu^ 
]  bj  the  ancientt  the  Caruiitu  and  SiccAiru.  It  has 
to  the  weitf  which  n  frf(|Uonted  bj  an  infinite  noi»* 
r  kirdfly  the  rggt  of  which  are  rrpqiientlj  gathered  faj 
mn  going  this  way.  This  cape  it  dangcroot  to  huid 
»  becan«e  ot  a  great  many  tunkcn  rucks  about  iu  The 
(BBC  H  here  inhabited  by  negrocai  who  trade  with  aV 
iu^  and  apeak  many  languages  especiaHy  French  aai 
IpMae.  Moat  ol'  them  |^o  nakcci,  exoept  a  piece  of  ciotli 
;  dieir  middle,  but  their  princca  and  great  nen  wear 
gamicota  of  calico  striped  with  Uue,  and  made  Sko 
^  A^  hang  also  little  square  bags  of  leather  on  cbdr  anna 
HLbut  we  could  not  mm  of  them  what  these  hagt  con- 
^Thtj  wear  nccklacva  made  of  aea-horses  teeth,  ahcf^ 

iwith  gjbui  beads ;  and  have  caps  of  blue  and  white 
caficD  on  their  heads.  They  arc  a  prudent  and  wise 
%  cultiTatinff  their  soil,  which  liears  good  rioe  and  other 
paianfficicnt  for  their  maintenance ;  and  the  ridier jpeo* 
isp  cattle^  which  are  very  dear,  as  being  scarce.  They 
■any  good  blacksmiths,  and  iron  is  much  Talued  among 
rbemg  forged  into  fisli-spcars«  implements  ibr  culiira- 
he  ground,  and  various  weapons,  as  the  heads  of  ar« 
4artS|  and  javelin*,  llieir  religion  sccnis  to  border  on 
■Mtism,  as  the}*  are  all  circunici»«l ;  but  they  have 
Ipiowledgc  of  ilic  true  Ciod,  except  among  a  few  who 
M  with  Chribiiaiiift.  'iliev  arc  very  lascivious  and  may 
i^)aany  wives  as  tlicy  please ;  but  the  women  are  set 
IpMtaited  with  one  liusband,  and  are  |iassionately  fond 
f^jgKMm  The  wlidle  country  i*  under  subjection  to  the 
kil^or  hcad-mcti  of  tlic  various  towns  and  villages 
p^OD  board  such  ships  a^i  arrive^  making  them  pay 
rfib  Several  Purhi;:ucsv  rcs^ide  here,  who  trade  freely 
■tlHttipliS  but  liiivc  no  |iower  or  authority,  except  over 
mgm  rfafes  aud  KTvaiits. 
rii^  Having 


[^^^ 


Observslory  at  Grf cnwich  in  now  ilie  fine  aieridiMi  in 
'  'bcs,  from  which  St  l^fiurs  in  LiNidnn  it  O*  5'  S?"  W. ' 
arr  cflfuu  9*  '2j'  £•  Tcuirntfe  psak  lo"  40*  W.  anil  Ferro 

osUed  Mt  containing  a  varietj  of  ridicakms  tnilv  and  are 
esteem  ai  aauilcts.— £• 
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Having  the  advantage  of  a  strong  N.E.  wind,  they  took 
their  departure  from  Cape  de  Verde,  and  continued  their 
course  for  six  weeks,  without  coming  to  anchor  or  handing 
a  sail.     In  this  long  passage,  they  had  some  days  in  whim 
the  heat  was  almost  insupportable,  and  the  crew  b^^an  to 
murmur  excessively  on  account  of  being  at  short  allowance 
of  water.    On  this  occasion  one  of  the  swabbers  got  into  the 
bold,  and,  being  extremely  thirstv,  pierced  a  cask  of  brandy, 
of  which  lie  pulled  so  heartily  that  he  was  soon  intoxicated 
to  a  degree  of  madness.    In  this  condition  he  staggered  into 
tlic  cook-room,  where  he  threw  down  a  pan  of  greasy  and 
being  sharply  reproved  by  the  cook,  drew  bis  knife  and 
rushed  upon  him.     Some  of  the  crew  gathered  aboot  him 
and  wrenched  the  knife  out  of  his  hand,  but  not  till  he  had 
drawn  it  two  or  three  times  across  the  cook's  &ce.    For  tfail 
they  drubbed  him  soundl}*,  which  he  resented  so  deeply  thit 
he  seized  a  knife  as  soon  as  he  got  loose,  and  gave  hiQiatf 
several  stabs  in  the  belly.    The  utmost  care  was  taken  of  hifl 
recovery,  in  order  to  make  him  a  public  example,  to  prevent 
such  actions  in  future  among  the  crew ;  and  afler  bu  reco- 
very he  was  punished  in  the  following  manner.    Being  de- 
clared infamous  at  the  fore-mast,  he  was  thrice  keel-haukdj 
and  had  300  strokes  on  the  buttocks,  after  which  his  rUfc 
hand  was  fasteneil  to  the  mast  with  his  own  knife.  When  lie 
had  stood  some  time  in  this  condition,  he  was  pat  in  chaioi 
on  the  fore-castle,  being  allowed  nothing  but  bread  and  water 
for  some  days ;  and  was  continued  in  irons  to  be  set  on  shore 
at  the  first  barren  island  they  came  to. 

Continuing  their  voyage  till  near  the  line,  they  were  mud 
incommoded  by  the  shifting  of  the  wind,  and  by  scardtyof 
water,  many  of  the  crew  falling  ill  of  the  scurvy.  When  it 
sometimes  fell  entirely  calm^  the  heat  of  the  sun  became  more 
than  ordinarily  oppressive,  owing  to  which  some  of  the  men 
became  quite  distracted^  others  fell  into  high  fevers,  and  some 
had  iits  like  the  epilepsy.  Tlieir  water,  as  it  grew  low,  stdnk 
abominably,  and  became  full  of  worms.  Tile  salt  proviaons 
were  in  a  manner  quite  spoiled,  and  served  only  to  turn  their 
stomachs  and  incre;vse  their  thirst.  Hunger  is  said  to  be  die 
greatest  of  tormenu,  but  th.ey  had  re:ison  to  consider  thiist 
as  the  greatest  misery  ir.ciJ.ent  to  human  nature.  At  this 
time  they  oUen  observed  towards  evening  that  the  sea  i^ 
peared  all  on  tire ;  and  taking  up  some  buckets  of  water  m 
this  condition,  tliey  observed  that  it  was.  full  of  an  infinita 

number 
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ft  of  Gtdc  globulcfti  of  the  ftiicv  fumi,  nrul  rulour  of 
.    Thne  rcuiiutl  tlieir  Iitotn-  fiir  ioidc  timr  «hcii  held 


but  on  iin-Mtirc  kccvinl  nothing  nivre  than  an 
'  dk  ubtuaice  lilce  mud. 

U  lit  Viu^  crotectl  the  lin^  witli  th«  Ium  onlj  of  one 
Irbo  diccTof  a  hiirh  fever;  and  on  gt-ttinij  into  ilic  lati- 
f  S*  S.  tbcj  fell  into  the  true  tradi^winu,  bffure  whieh 
eaddcd  along  at  a  ^reat  rate.  In  lat.  5*  .S.  Uivv  bad 
■  Arecdj  vertical,  m  that  they  were  scime  ilay*  withoul 
iwrvation.  In  6*  S.  they  eaii^ht  nuiny  doradot  and 
btf  boChy  in  llic  opinicin  of  llie  author  of  ihtf  vm'age, 
the  Mine  fiUi,  of  which  the  dolphin  is  the  male  and  tne 
H  tbe  female.  Some  of  thc«e  are  »ix  fc*et  longj  but  not 
BortioDal  bulk.  In  tlic  water  they  an|Kar  excetftiTclr 
III,  their  hkini  thinini'  an  if  htreakcu  with  bumi^ail 
bat  loie  their  tpli^ndid  apixmranre  on  beini;  taken  out 
water.  Their  fli-^h  is  very  ^wcct  and  well  flavoured,  ao 
he  aeamen  aim-ays  fi\:^t  wlien  they  cm  procure  plenty 
b  fUtu  They  mw  al«a  nbunclance  of  JiarLs  many  of 
are  ten  feet  lone.  Their  fle^h  i*  hard,  ktrlng',  and 
fiHgreeablj  taftttnl;  yet  the  a<.'amen  frequently  lian{{ 
■p  lO  the  air  for  a  day  or  two*  and  then  eut  them : 
h  oomplinient  the  kurviviug  bhurki  never  fail  to  return 
e  icmmaii  falls  in  their  way,  either  dead  or  alive,  and 
l»  attend  ihips  for  that  purixnM*. 
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frital  im  Brazil,  uith  wnw  Account  of  that  Country, 

lilirG  near  the  coa^t  of  Kra/il,  their  des^im  was  to  have 
ijrf  at  the  island  (ininJt^  hut  findiu|;  they  had  patoed 
iS^  tliey  conlinueti  their  course  till  off  Vorto,  in  lat. 
L  wktre  they  came  to  anchor,  ijome  of  the  bhip\  coni- 
llftte  commodore  thi-n  p)i  into  the  boat  in  onliT  to^o 
on^  berth  for  the  purpo>e  of  pn^curiii^  wuikI  and  wati-r 
|^||Br  re(ie»hment»,  and  in  order  to  bury  one  of  their 
*io  had  died.  Before  the}*  could  ^*t  on  sihore,  they 
body  of  Portu^ruese  well  anneti  moving  alcm*;  the 
aggaicd  to  prevent  them  from  landin;^,  .md  beck- 
Dutch  to  keep  oii^  threatening;  to  fire  if  they  lit- 
■■  10  land :  Bui,  on  shewing  thuii  tbe  dead  body,  they 

allowed 
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ullowed  them  to  londy  and  even  shewed  them  a  place  id 
whicli  to  inter  their  dead  companion.  Being  detirous  e( 
procuring  Rome  intelligence^  the  Dutch  asked  many  questioM 
about  the  country*  but  could  onlv  get  for  Miswer^  that  Porta 
was  an  advanced  port  to  St  Sebastian,  jiot  marked  in  dMf* 
ehartSi  and  that  they  were  inhabitants  of  Rio  Janeiro^  wUdk. 
lay  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles.'  The  Dutch  endeavoors^; 
to  pcrHuade  them  to  go  on  I)oard  the  commodore,  but  thflf 
refuHcd,  fenring  they  nn'ghtbc  pirates,  wliich  frequently  nsn. 
to  conic  upon  the  coosti  flnd,  under  pretence  of  getting  Irak 
water,  would  land  and  pillage  any  of  the  littks  towns  near  ||ii 
sea. 

About  SIX  months  before  tlie  arrival  of  Uoggewein  at  tUl 
place,  a  pirate  had  been  there,  and,  while  the  crew  were  pm*, 
paring  to  make  a  descent,  a  French  ship  of  force  arrive^ 
which  sent  her  to  the  bottom  with  one  broadside.  She  saOK, 
in  thirteen  fathoms,  and  as  she  was  supposed  to  have  setvl' 
millions  on  lionrd,*  they  had  sent  fur  divers  from  PortogsV 
in  order  to  attempt  recovering  a  part  of  her  treasure.  liSv* 
evcr^  by  dint  of  entreaties  and  tlie  strongest  possible  assi*. 
ranee  of  safety,  two  of  them  were  prevailed  upon  to  go  flS 
board  the  commodore,  where  they  were  very  kindly  treats^ 
and  had  clotlies  given  them,  by  which  they  were  induced  It 
carry  the  S(|uadron  into  a  safe  port,  which  was  most  serm^ 
nble  to  men  in  their  condition,  almost  worn  out  with  fiUigos^ 
ond  ill  a  manner  destroyed  for  want  of  water. 

The  hurliour  of  Porto  affords  good  anchorage  in  finom  sis 
to  eight  fathoms.  In  entering  it  on  the  8.W.  the  main  laad 
is  on  the  right,  and  a  large  island  on  the  lefl,  all  the 
upiH'ariiig  very  high  laiid^  consisting  of  mountains  and 
mediate  vallies,  overgrown  with  trees  and  shrubs.  Portals 
in  a  pleasant  situation,  but  at  this  time  had  no  inhabitaalb 
11)cy  caught  here  lK)th  fish  and  tortoises  of  exquisite  flaf  wm 
and  so  very  nourishing,  that  about  forty  of  the  peopb  «U 
were  ill  of  the  scurvy,  recovered  very  fast.  Having  iimsinl 
there  two  days,  in  which  time  they  supplied  tliemielvea  vll 


'  There  raiist  he  a  coiwiitcriilile  miitakc  iicrc  in  regard  to  tbe  lalMisf 
Porto,  said  to  lie  in  34"  S.  ai  Kio  Janeiro  it  in  Int.  S9°  54'  8.  aad  Hi ' 
therefore  huva  been  eii^hty  Icnipieii  cliitniit  Pcrfiaps  the  ef^it  nOei  ia  ii 
tcatp  as  the  ditunce  to  liio  Jiuuiirui  ought  to  have  beon  eight/  '        ^^ 
Dutch  uiilei.— K. 

*  This  is  a  most  inconcliiMive  mode  of  expression,  perliaps 
Dutch  florins,  aod  if  so^  about  £6iMfiOb  sterlii^^-^JU 
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rater,  lliry  wri/?Hsl  nnctmr,  aiiii  in  \\\  ltM;rmi  viil- 
I  the  S. \V.  cair.i*  mtn  tin-  roail  t  f  Si  Sclu^liaii.  JuU 
cMering  the  moaili  of  the  river  •  violent  ttorm  ftrutc^ 
lidi  tbcj  haci  to  drop  their  anchon,  lest  ihej  hail  bcm 
I  on  the  rocivi  and  to  wait  the  return  of  the  tide  in 
hDaCBOQ.  Ther  entered  the  port  next  day,  aiMl  came  to 
r  jiHt  before  the  tovn,  which  thev  taluted,  but  without 
•Bfwered,  either  bcniuiie  the  I'ortugiieae  ijunt  were 
I  order,  or  because  the  inhaliitantu  were  not  plesftod 
heir  arrival,  aiupectinf^  them  of  being  pirates  though 
'  the  Dutch  flag.  In  order  to  remove  tbeM^  anprrheti- 
RoggeiMain  wrote  to  the  govemor«  informing  riini  what 
icrct  and  desiring  to  be  fiimitheil  with  cattle,  vcgcta* 

and  other  refrcAhmentji  for  naymnit,j 

of  a  few  huti  on  shore  for  tnc        '^'' 
TIm  goremur  made  am wer,  that  theaMHiyiltalC  IMt 
\  power,  as  he  wa^  MilKinlinate  to  the  governor  of  Rio 

to  whom  he  shcniM  dispatch  an  expri-M  tbat 


anl  hoped  the  comnunlore  would  give  nim  time  to 
Ae  orden  of  hii  superior  officer.  But  IlMgewdn  waa 
Beans  satisfied  with  this  answer,  giving  the  governor 
IO9  if  he  refiisetl  to  dcsii  wiih  him  by  fair  means  and  for 
■oncy  as  offered,  he  should  lie  obligefl  to  have  Tt^ 
?  to  force,  though  much  against  his  inclinations.  I  la- 
learnt  that  there  was  a  Franciscan  monastery  in  the 
**  rein  sent  also  to  inform  the  ^hers  of  his  arri- 


panying  his  message  bv  a  present. 

iB|ipenca  fortunately  for  the  Dutch,  that  a  native  of 

hip  one  Father  Thomas  lM*longed  to  this  monaster}*, 

r  immediately  on  board,  accum|)anied  by  several 

ika.    He  was  so  much  delighted  at  the  sight  of  hit 

tbat  he  declared  he  khcju!d  now  die  in  peace, 

I  cnmeMly  wished  fur  twenty-two  years  to  enjoy  the 

he  was  now  gratifii-d  with.  The  commodore  gave 

weleome,  and  presented  him  with  whatever  was 

d  uaeful  for  the  monasten*.  'VW  prior,  who  was  of  the 

OB  thia  occasion,  iK'^f^ixf  iho  cnnitncxiort*  to  have  pa- 

lID  die  return  of  the  express  from  Kio  de  Janeiro, 

Mnised  to  use  his  intcTCH^t  with  the  governor,  to  induce 

kf*finrnbh  the  demanded  rrfreshments,  so  that  ihey 

TMll  aatisficd  with  each  other.    In  the  mean  time,  the 

W  came  down  to  the  coast  in  large  IkmIics  wei 

■liiig  themselves  in  such  places  us  they  judged  thS 

Dutch 
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Dutch  might  attempt  to  put  their  men  on  shore;  and  at  the 
approadi  of  a  Dutch  pinnace^  thought  proper  to  fire  at  Imi^ 
by  which  one  of  the  Dutchmen  was  dangerously  wounded  jp 
'pc  shoulder.  The  bout's  crew  returned  the  fire  by  a  geam^ 
diiicharge  of  their  fire-armst  by  which  two  of  the  FortugMii 
.were  brought  down,  and  the  rest  made  a  precipitate  retiisit 
The  Dutch  then  landed  immediatclyy  filling  what  water  tblf 
had  occasion  for,  and  returned  on  board. 

On  the  report  of  what  had  happened,  which  he  deemed  m 
act  of  hostility,  Iloggewcin  mode  immediate  dispositiooslir 
attacking  the  town,  ordering  his  smallest  ship  to  go  as  asfr 
tlie  place  as  possible,  while  tlie  Teinhovcn  was  ordersd  W 
watch  tiie  coast,  and  the  commodore  laid  his  own  ship  oppik 
site  the  nioiiiutcry,  »»  if  he  had  intended  to  batter  it  dd«4 
All  this  was  merely  to  frighten  the  Portuguese  into  bettf 
behaviour,  and  it  Jjud  the  desired  effect^  as  the  dep0^ 
governor  came  soon  after  on  board,  and  entered  into  a  ttmlf/f 
grantu]^  every  thing  desired.  He  at  the  same  timaexpia^* 
cd  considerable  doubts  of  being  paid  fiir  what  they  n^ 
furnibb,  us  a  French  ship  had  Dcen  lately  supplied  with  !•> 
ccssancs,  and  at  its  departure  the  French  captain  thrcataosl 
to  burn  the  town  aboi*t  their  cars,  if  they  insisted  on  fi^ 
mciit  according  to  agreement  and  his  promises  on  first  caulM 
in.  The  sick  were  now  landed  on  the  island,  and  the  mkjf 
of  the  sl)ip.H  companies  were  daily  furnished  by  the  Poftlp 
guesc  with  beef,  mutton,  fowls,  vegetables,  fruits  And  My 
tiling  else  tliuy  wanted.  The  ships  companies  also  faadleaiS 
to  go  on  shore,  and  soon  contracted  acquaintance  among  tk 
Portuguese,  from  whom  they  obtained  sugar,  tobacco,  bamfy 


land  Qwry  iliing  else  they  witthed  for,  in  exchange  for  i 
pean  gocMb,  uJtIiough  the  governor  had  strictly  prohibitfldaP 
conuiK  rce,  iiiider  the  strictest  penalties.  Thus,  in  a  wt^ 
short  time  tlie  Portuguese  became  so  well  satisfied  oftha  v 
lU'bty  ami  good  intentions  of  the  Dutch,  tliat  they  hrM^ 
buck  all  their  rich  effects,  ibrmerly  carried  out  of  town  nSi 
the  blii|)M  firtit  arrived.  The  Portuguese,  however,  oottagfKi^ 
cd  loiidly  of  the  bad  usage  they  met  with  from  the  Fraod^ 
who  came  frequently  to  tJiis  place  with  their  ships,  taUsf 
whate%'cr  they  pleusc*d  by  ibrce,  and  plundering  the  hoMi 
in  which  tht-y  were  permitted  to  lodge  the  sick ;  cming  ii 
which  the  PortugueKc  believed  that  oil  other  Cniu|Wi 
would  treat  them  in  the  same  manner. 

Ik 
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The  town  of  St  Sebastians  is  situated  in  lat.  24®  S,  and 
long.  60®  W.'  bdng  a  place  of  moderate  extent,  only  indiSer- 
.SDOT  fintified  by  an  inclosure  of  palisades,  with  a  few  cannon 
JEir  Its  defence.  The  church  however  is  a  beautiful  building, 
$pd  the  palace  of  the  governor  is  very  magnificent ;  but  ^ 
Jioafles  of  the  inhabitant  are  only  sudi  as  are  commonly  met 
.with  among  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonists  in  Ame- 
rica. The  Franciscan  monastery  stands  gxjl  the  S.  side  of  the 
.tmrn,  and  accommodates  about  thirty  monks  very  convenip 
cntly.  The  prior  shewed  to  the  commodore  and  Lis  officers 
a.  carious  idol,  which  he  said  had  been  worshipped  by  ihe 
ancient  nativea  of  the  place.  It  was  the  image  of  a  creature 
hatf  tiger  half  lion^  about  four  feet  high  and  afoot  and  a  half 
IDond.  Its  feet  resembled  the  paws  of  a  lion,  and  the  head 
van  adorned  with  a  double  crown,  in  which  were  stuck  twelve 
Indian  darts,  one  of  which  on  each  side  was  broken.  On 
ettch  shoulder  there  was  a  large  wing  like  that  of  a  stork.  In 
the  inside  was  seen  the  statue  of  a  man,  completely  armed  in 
<)]|e  manner  of  the  country^  having  a  quiver  of  arrows  at  his 
bade,  a  bow  in  his  left  hand,  and  an  arrow  in  his  right.  The 
tail  of  this  strange  idol  was  vei^  long,  and  twisted  three  or 
feuir  times  round  the  body  of  the  man.  It  had  been  called 
Nanl  LkhmOf  by  its  worshippers,  and  the  prior  said  that  it 
was  made  of  gold ;  but  the  author  of  this  voyage  suspected 
jt  was  only  gikled.  The  monks  had  also  a  numerous  collec- 
tion of  European  and  American  curiosities,  which  they  ex- 
hibited at  the  same  time. 

,  The  port,  or  river  rather,  of  St  Sebastian,  is  three  or  four 
.kagqes  in  length,  and  about  one  league  broad,  having  a  very 
fine  island  on  the  N.E..  of  about  four  miles  round,  and  there 
.are  smaller  islands  on  all  the  other  sides  of  this  haven.  The 
jcouotry  of  Brazil  is  very  large  and  rich,  insomuch  tliat  the 
king  of  Portugal  is  said  to  draw  as  great  a  revenue  firom 
bence,  as  the  king  of  Spain  from  all  his  vast  possessions  in 
America.  Its  capital  is  Babia,  or  St  Salvador^  besides  which 

there 


'  It  Is  impossible  to  reconcile  this  longitude  with  any  of  the  first  meri- 
dians mentioned  in  a  former  note,  or  indeed  with  any  known  geographical 
prilieiplesii  It  is  45°  S(/  W.  from  Green wicii.  II'  reckoned  ^om  the  me- 
lidjan  of  Tenerifife,  said  to  be  that  used  by  the  Dutch,  this  would  place  it 
91^  lO'  too  far  west)  as  Tenerifie  is  16°  40^  W.  from  Greenwich.  This 
plsce^  in  an  island  of  the  same  name,  has  to  be  carefully  distinguished  from 
the  dty  of  St  Sebastian,  now  more  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  fUe- 
de  Jaoeiro.P-£. 
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there  are  many  other  townsj  as  Siara,  Olinda,  Rio  de  Ji 
ro^  St  Vincent)  and  others.  The  country  was  discovered  il 
1590 ;  but  even  at  tiiis  day  the  l\>rtnguese  have  notpa^ 
tratcd  above  eighty  leagues  into  the  interior.  The  ■oS'b 
good,  and  the  country  would  doubtless  produce  abiind— 
of  com  and  wine  fer  the  use  of  its  inhabitants;  but,  finani 
principle  of  policy,  the  colonists  are  not  permitted  to 
Tate  tnese  productions,  and  are  consequently  supplied 
them  from  Portugal.  It  is  the  common  opinion  that  tfi 
mncient  inhabitants  were  anthropophagi,  or  cannibals,  jodik 
is  even  said  that  human  flesh  was  sold  in  their  roarkel%  • 
commonly  as  beef  and  mutton^  but  of  this  there  is  no  sih 
thentic  proof/ 

Such  of  the  natives  as  were  seen  were  large  dark-eiM# 
plexioned  men,  having  thick  lips,  flat  noses,  and  very  wHli 
teeth.  The  Portuguese  are  numerous  in  Brazil,  both  cn!oh% 
and  such  as  come  from  time  to  time  from  Portugal,  to  it* 
pair  their  broken  fortunes.  A  little  time  before  the  arrM 
of  Roggewein,  the  Portuguese  had  discovered  a  diamai 
mine  not  far  from  St  Sebastian,  of  which  at  that  time  fhg 
were  not  in  full  possession,  but  were  meditating  an  ezpedh 
tion  against  the  Indians,  in  order  to  become  sote  mastenrf 
so  valuable  a  prize;  and  with  this  view  they  invited  lis 
Dutch  to  join  them^  promising  them  a  share  in  the  riches  k 
the  event  of  success.  By  these  means,  nine  of  our  soUias 
were  tempted  to  desert.  1  know  not  the  success  of  tbb  ^ 
pcdition  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  succeeded,  as  great  miH 
titles  of  diamonds  have  since  been  imported  from  BnmhH^ 
Europe.  They  arc  said  to  be  found  on  the  tops  of  nAt" 
tains  among  a  peculiar  red  earth  containing  a  great  dcri  ■ 
gold  ;  aui,  hc'mz  washed  down  by  the  great  rains  and  M^ 
rents  into  the  vnllies,  are  there  gatheredin  lavaderasbjM|> 
grocs  employc*d  for  the  purpose. 

Brazil  abounds  with  numerous  sorts  of  beasts,  birdsb  it^ 
fish,  both  wild  and  tnme.  They  have  tigevs  that  do  a  gnift 
deal  of  mischief^  also  elephants  in  great  abundaooe,  the  Mik 


^  Tlierc  is  no  doubt  that  at  least  some  of  the  tribes  roaited  saditf 
their  |irO>onLTs,  I  k-  the CariU  of  the  West  Indies.  But  certsinlf  ^ 
had  iK't  nrrived  to  tliat  stttc  of  civilization  as  to  have  markcls;  tm 
ho^f  iind  mutton  were  unknown  in  America,  till  carried  there 


t 
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iich  are  oTgrvftt  tbIuc.'  Thcrr  i»  no  country  on  cmith 
B  tcrpenUt  and  oUirr  TL*nocnoiu  rvpcilt-ii,  are  mure  fre- 
'^  or  of  larger  tize.  So  Tar  as  the  I'urtugut-«e  imwer  and 
e\ienilai  ihr  |xipi»ii  religion  it  ettahlifthed  i  but 
ben  of  the  incligi-ncni^  naii%-vi  i>f  the  country  remain 
idocd,  and  o^ntinue  thi-ir  original  idolairy»  being  of 
^  and  vindictive  dJ«po%icioii«,  thai  when  a  ChriMiaa 
their  hands  the  Ix-ft  thing  that  can  ha|T]ieti  Co  him 
bare  bis  throat  cut,  ai  they  are«  fur  the  mote  part,  put 
tth  by  meant  of  cruel  torturei.  llie  air  of  the  country^ 
[h  exoe»ivcly  hot  at  certain  time*  of  the  year^  it  ex- 
!ly  vhol«ionie,  as  we  t-Xfierienced  by  our  s|ieeiiy  rcco- 
mm  the  Kurvy  and  other  di2»teni|>ers.  About  St  Se- 
m  there  are  va»t  ciuaiititii-s  ol*  venomous  mutquctoetf 
I  lling  to  iucb  a  (le;;rt-e  that  wo  «ere  all  covered  over 
bGnen.     Dur  pilot,  having  drank  loo  freely  of  tlie 

Znim,  and  afttrwanik  fallen  :islii-p  in  the  open  air, 
head,  face,  arm»,  and  leg^  to  tevcrely  ttung«  that  hia 

in  imminent  danger,  and  he  recovered  after  a  long 

a  vithout  much  care. 
kite  here,  the  commo;iorc  kqit  up  a  very  strict  ditcip- 
ivcr  his  people;  and  Mjme  of  hit  tailors  being  com« 
fd  against  as  ha%'ing  maltreated  some  Indian  women, 
■aed  them  to  be  severely  punished,  and  would  never  al- 
ids  allow  them  to  go  on  ^hort*.  The  Dutch  and  Por- 
m  agreed  extremely  well,  but  the  governor  wav  far  from 
;  pleased  witli  hi»  visitors  more  es|H'cially  l>ccaut»e  hu 
pnt  from  some  of  the  di*^ertrrt  that  the  olijitt  of  the 
^|ioo  was  to  make  discoveries  in  the  south.  For  thia 
I  he  practised  every  art  he  could  devis?  to  hinder  and 
ipthcim,  and  furninncd  them  uiili  provisions  only  from 
adajf  that  they  might  not  increase  their  si-:i-9toret.  He 
leqnently  talked  ot  there  iM'iiig  five  or  «ix  Portuguese 
IMvar  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  order  to  put  the  Dutch  in 
\tbmng  attacked,  and  actually  sent  for  the  only  ship 
laa  there  at  the  tinu-,  to  come  to  St  Sebastian.  Kog- 
O  perfectly  undcrhtrHKl  the  meaning  of  all  tiiiii,  of  which 
■k  no  notice^  and  complied  exactly  with  the  lerinsi  of 

r  the 


of  die  tygcr  kiml  in  Ilra/il  ani!  other  jwri*  of  Anic* 

ifjtajieuw,  Owa,  or  Brujiiju  t)v;cr.  i>  pnibabU  ctic  one  licro 
Mba^vhots  eaitt  in  Aiocncrf,  am!  their  ivcih,  iiicntioiiuil  in  tha 
OBBic  lirou  some  of  the  Portugucie  Afnoi^i  posscM'ooSb 
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the  agreement  entcrcxl  into  wilii  ilic  deputy  govemorf  MtfaMj 
part  of  the  fresh  provUions  daily  and  Halting  thcmt  cImocI 
and  repaired  hin  Hhip  in  succemion,  and  took  on  board  to* 
boccoy  Hugnr,  and  every  thing  eiHe  he  wanted,  till  iu  acoodt 
tion  to  continue  the  voyage.  lie  then  fully  iatiiifiod  thtgPr 
vernor  fur  every  tiling  procured  at  thin  place,  mokina  pq^ 
mcnt  in  flroarmH,  hatu^  Milk  htockingy,  lineni  stock-fiiE,  mI 
other  European  articles,  and  made  liim  a  considerabb  mk 
sent  l)ci»ideH«  In  return,  the  governor  sent  him  aome  Ufp 
cattle,  and  gave  him  a  certificate  of  hi»  iionotirablo  behavioift 


Section  III. 

IncidenU  during  the  l^oyage  frtmk  Jirazil  to  Juan  Fermmiu^ 

with  a  IJacription  v/'thnt  lilaniL 

Every  tiling  being  aettled  at  St  Selmstian,  Ilognvdn  Ml 
Mail  towardii  the  S.  W.  and  falling  in  with  a  desert  SSaid  abort 
three  leagues  from  t)ie  coast,  no  set  ou  sboro  the  twobbtf 
who  hod  attempted  to  murder  the  cook,  pursuant  toliisisi 
tence,  as  (brnierly  related.  Leaving  the  coast  of  Broiilf  dn 
commodore  proposed  to  have  visited  an  island  called  AldHi 
Mugdeland,  ai'tiT  the  name  of  its  Kup|K)sed  discoverefy  wli 
is  said  to  have  seen  a  light  on  that  island  about  an  bundlrf 
years  before,  but  did  not  go  on  shore.  This  islond  was  tfui 
to  bii  situated  in  the  hititude  of  'Mf*  S.  and  as  being  in  dw 
route  of  tlie  navigation  towards  the  Sf>uth  Sea,  and  ia  • 
gcMMl. climate,  he  propoHcd  to  have  settled  a  colony  theralv 
tlie  service  of  hiich  shipH  as  might  afterwards  be  boondfc 
the  Southern  Indian  the  object  ho  was  now  in  soardi  i( 
where  they  might  lie  supplied  with  wood,  watert  Uld  oCImt 
refrefchmentb.  Hut  after  much  pains,  he  could  neitbcrdil' 
cover  that  nor  any  other  island  in  or  near  the  latitiidaof  M^ 
8.  I  le  thc;reibre  altered  hi.H  coursei  Htcering  tot  thfrstOlM 
tlie  Nnv  li/awh  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  filandi  of  Si  hniih 

Sf  Ik  French  privateer  who  first  discovered  them.  Kee/itg 
ways  within  Ibrty  or  fifty  leagues  of  the  Amcricao  mA 
tlia  fef|uadron  proMreuted  its  course  very  liaiipily,  haviiy,d» 
ways  the  advantage  of  tlie  land  and  sca-brc(.7.es ;  wbereMb  ^ 
it  had  kept  farther  from  land,  it  would  infidlibly  bava  ftta 
in  with  the  western  trade-wind. 

On  the  21st  December^  hv'mg  in  lat.  40*.  8.  they  wefv 
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qf  a  hdrricanc^  attended  with  thonder  and  li|;fitninir, 
vUdi  fCoim  tlic  Tieiihorm  ]iiiruxl  coni{iaiiT,  and  did 
Jm  till  thrrc  ouinlht  allrrAiirii*.  'Vhv  ittrmif  vio» 
r  this  hurricane  only  Ufted  alinut  fcMir  hour*,  during 
htf  every  moment  rxptTt<-ti  t«i  liave  licf*n  tvrallofrea 
ba  waves,  which  ran  rooimiain-liijh.  'llieie  iiiirri- 
Itecxtrenelj  dangrrnut,  and  nrr  far  more  Irequcut  in 
lerican  teas  than  in  ilie  K:i«t  Indies.  Thrj  u»uaUy 
at  that  teaiion  ot'  tlir  renr  when  ilic  we«t  inonMian 
vhidi  ia  from  the  I'otii  Jnlv  to  the  lAth  Ortiilter, 
ch  reason  ihipi  uftiialty  remain  thmi  in  port  till  they 
wt  dangar  is  orrr.  Yet  a<i  ttornis  of  thi*  kind  are  not 
periodical,  fthips  that  trust  to  sacli  calculations  are 
lOght,  ab  there  arc  snnu*  yi-nrs  in  wliicli  there  are  no 
Ilea,  and  otlier^  in  which  the%'  are  more  frequent  and 
and  at  unusual  pcri;i'U.  'Ihe  ordinarr*  nr  at  IcasC 
art  aign  of  an  :ippri»ac)iiti^  iiurricane,  is  very  fair  wea- 
ad  ao  dead  a  calm  th:ii  noi  eren  a  wrinkle  is  to  be 
I  the  surface  uf  chr  sea.  A  very  dark  cloud  i*  then 
rise  in  the  air,  not  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  and  in 
little  time  the  whole  sky  I  ironies  overcast.  'Iliewiad 
^pns  to  bh>w  from  the  wi  .<«t,  and  in  a  short  space  of 
bfrb  round  the  compn-s  » welling  the  ^ea  to  a  dread- 
|ht;  and  aa  the  wind  hlou..  now  on  onrsidc  and  dien 
Otbeff  the  contrnr\'  wavr^  Ii4*at  *o  forcibly  on  the  khips 
ejaeldom  escape  funiuhTin^  or  i»hipwr«-ck.  On  first 
j^g  tlic  before- mention i*d  « inn II  cjuud,  the  best  thing 
can  do  is  to  stand  out  to  kcu.  It  ii  remarkable  that 
felieanet  arc  less  frequent  as  ue  :ipproacli  the  higher 
m  in  either  hemisplicret  mi  thai  they  are  not  U»  bo 
hejrood  the  Lit.  of  '»5*'  either  S.  or  N.  It  is  also  re* 
1^  tiiaC  Irarricancs  rarely  happen  in  the  midclie  of  the 
eaaBy  but  chiefly  on  the  coahis  of  kiich  countries  aa 
1  with  minerals,  and  off  the  mouilia  of  large  rivers. 
V  auprijiog  phenomenon  at  sfm  is  what  is  calleii  a 
ladl  water-spout,  or  syphon,  which  olten  carries  uphigh 
b  air  whatever  comes  within  the  circle  of  its  force,  as 
,  and  other  thin^,  where  they  appear  like 
r  or  cloud,  llic  Kn;;li!ih  (ire  at  :i  water-s|M)iit 
liwiiidy  and  often  succeed  in  stopping  its  progress; 
Britar  niCion  ceasing,  and  all  that  it  had  taken  up  fali- 
■idialelj  downi  wlien  the  »?a  becomes  presently  cainu 
H  oVMtion  of  the  hurricane,  the  commodore  and  hit 

remaining 


14  Barlif  Circumnatigatiom.        fast  ii.  book  in 

remaining  consort,  tho  Africnn  galley»  continued  their  cdnm 
to  tlie  S.S.W.  till  in  tlic  heiglit  of  the  Strnitt  of  Mii|j(ellin. 
They  here  fell  in  with  an  iitlund  of  nwir  1200  lenguet  in  dp- 
cunilerence»  and  about  14  leagues  from  tho  mainland  of  Am^ 
jricttf  and  neeing  no  smoke,  nor  any  l)oat,  or  other  kind  iai 
embarkation,  the^  concluded  that  it  was  uninhabited.  The 
west  coast  of  this  island  was  dJMcovcrt'd  bv  a  French  prif^ 
tcer,  and  named  the  Island  of  St  Lewis ;  but  being  seen  dp 
terwanls  by  the  Dutch,  who  fancied  its  many  cnpes  to  hi 
distinct  iHlands,  they  cjdied  it  New  ItlantU,  Consideriag 
tliat,  if  ever  it  should  be  inhabited,  its  inhabitanli  wouUbe 
the  antipodes  of  the  Dutch,  lloggewein  gave  it  tho  nsnie  of 
Behia  JustralU.    It  is  in  the  lat.  of  5'2'*  S.  and  lonjr.  of  AS* 

The  land  appeared  extremely  beautiful  and  very  fertlk^ 
being  che(|uered  with  mountains  and  vallies,  all  of  whMi 
were  cloathed  with  fine  straight  trees.  The  verdure  of  the 
meadows,  and  frcHihiicss  of  the  woods,  aflbuled  a  dellgbtfil 

Jrospect,  inKomucli  that  all  the  people  believed  they  snooid 
ave  found  abundance  of  excellent  fruits.  But  the  commit 
dorc  would  not  delay  by  permitting  them  to  land,  bemg 
anxious  to  get  round  Cii|»c  Horn,  and  chose  therefore  to  d^ 
ier  a  thorough  examination  of  this  new  country  till  bu  n- 
turn  from  disa>vcring  the  southern  continent  and  islands: 
This,  however  reasonable,  proved  vain  in  the  si*qucl,  as  he 
was  ibrced  to  return  with  his  s(|uudron  by  the  Kust  Indies; 
and  this  line  islaml,  therefore^  is  likely  to  continue  in  •grest 
measure  unknown. 

Quitting  this  inJaud,  they  made  for  the  Straits  of  Mafld> 
Ian,  in  order  to  wuii  a  wind  liivouruble  for  their  navigatMMb 
which  took  place  in  a  few  days  :  for,  if  it  had  continued  to 
blow  from  tlie  west,  they  couki  not  |KHisil)iy  havo  got  iMo 
the  8outh  Seas.  They  now  resolved  to  attempt  the  Straitt 
of  Le  Miiire,  as  infniiteiy  more  connnodious  than  the  Stnili 
of  Magellan,  in  wliieii  latter  tlie  sea  has  but  small  depthf  lad 
the  meeting  of  tiie  north  and  south  currents  occasion  conti- 
nual rough  seus.  The  bottom  also  of  the  Straits  of  Mi^i^ 
Ian  is  rocky,  aflording  no  good  anchorage  i  and  tlic  flows  d 

wiiidi 

"  Tliere  is  imjI  tbc  Hmallciit  doulit  Uwt  tho  tcit  rcfvn  to  the  Psifchd 
Ibiaiuls  <tr  Miiluuiucit,  whidi  cuiiiiHl  of  tw(>  priiieiiml  iHlnitds,  called  Wdi 
and  Eusi  liJandii,  InshuIca  h  niiiiilicr  orinlctji,  idMiut  :i60  Kiiglikh  uiila  fna 
tl>e  ritntiiicnt  of  South  America.  The  centre  uf  the  went,  or  pnflpH 
islaad,  U  in  Jut.  51^  «A'  H.  sad  bag.  Oo''  W.  fruui  Grecnwicli.-*£. 
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from  the  mounlaint  on  Imiii  Biilr»  are  apt  to  endanger 
all tUpa  that  ctuitaTour  to  pa^  thrnutrli  tJinur  pcrilofss  ttraiu. 
HaviiiK  now  a  fair  winil.  they  coniiiiiicd  their  oiurM:  to  the 

£>r  the  Skrail«  ut  Ijt  Mnirc,  »ec-in;;uii  ihiir  uav  ahun- 

of  vhale*  nni!  oihcr  iarji*  Mi  u(  th;it  kind.  Amciog 
Aerertf  they  were  fuMtnii-il  mr  u  whoit-  nuitiili  l>y  that  kind 
tfSih  vbich  it  calleii  tht*  V'/  Ihiif  \j\  llie  Diili'li  tailor*, 
lUcb  thty  look  the  uti:i«»»l  p.iiii«  tci  catili,  l»i:t  to  n^i  pur^ 
Me.  It  hat  a  hr^zv  hi. .it,  n  chick  "•Imit  UhU'v  r;:«c!  .1  wry 
loagtail,  iike  thai  nhich  pjitiirr*  U-Ium-  i  :i  {hi-  itru^vDn. 

AniTing  in  the  lai  <i!  '»'r  S.  ihrv  mjo;!  ai;>T  f.ivi  Stat«* 
Undi  or  Slat(*n*laiu!«  ulijcii  t  .iin*.  ntu*  siAi  nt'  llic  Sirnilft 
tf  Lailaire.  The  hiry  41I  ilio  u.i^rs  aiui  ihe  cin^hin^  ol' 
iin;;  current*,  ^i^i-  ^uih  I'tnitlr  •^lunk*^  lu  tliiir  vea^ 
that  tliey  c\pectetl  vwry  r.iiii:iria  ihiir  }3rdt  should 

been  broken,  aiKi  their  iiia^tk  to  oinu.*  l>y  the  board. 
Tkj  wouU  id^dly  have  itnuv  tci  aiiclicir,  i^^iKtially  on  hnd- 
■Hlbe  kxittoin  to  Ik-  pkhI,  hut  ch  -  urarhi-r  and  tlie  tea  were 
•  IM;^  ih.it  they  ciiir^t  ri'»i.  liny  |M«^d  through  the 
mhich  are  alxiut  tin  h-ai^uc*  Iim:;^.  by  »!\  civir,  «ith  a 
ai  nut  to  be  (XfiieKM'ti,  liMiii;;  in  I  lie  tiirce  and  rapi- 
i)^  id  the  current.  Attfr  ffi-ttin^  thn>u^h,  thin  current^  to- 
■Hher  with  the  wn^ti-rS*  wind*,  rarrit-il  tlieiu  a  i^reat  way 
mam  the  coiul  of  AineritM ;  and,  thut  lhi*y  iniglit  lie  sure  U> 
alfiee  of  Cn|x*  Ilttrn,  they  saiUtl  nb  lii^h  ub  tlie  lat.  of  G*/® 
30*  SL  For  three  Wi^*kii  tii;;ethi*r,  thi-y  Mj^laiiuxl  tlie  mott 
4MdfDl  i^ubU  of  a  luriouk  vfiM  ^ind,  siccuinpanied  with 
kd  and  snuw,  and  tin-  inci!«t  piiTcin^  tnwt.      While  envc- 

Jed  in  tliick  mi^ts  they  were  :i|)prehrni*ive  of  liein^  driven 
Ae  extreme  viok*ncc  of  the  winds  upon  mountains  of 
ivfaere  they  must  inevitably  have  |HTi!»lii*iJ. 
.  WhcDCTcr  the  weather  wab  in  any  diyree  clear  or  Mireney 
Aif  had  icarcoly  any  night  ;  for,  lK*in;T  in  the  middle  of  Ja- 
ptitjp  1722,  the  lummer  was  then  in  its  height,  and  the 
ftp  tf  thrir  uiraoat  length. 

.  akcM  mountaint  of  ice,  of  which  tiiey  were  to  much  afraid, 
.MCBlain  proob  that  the  southern  countries  ex teiul  nuiti^ 
Sfffepole,  as  well  as  those  under  the  north  :  tor,  without 
PPHloQ,  these  vast  hills  of  ice  cannot  be  produced  in  the 
ibrroed  by  the  com n ion  force  ot  cold.  It  mu>t 
be  ooDciudcd,  th;it  they  are  occasioned  by  the  sharp 
Wg  vipda  blowing  out  of  the  mouths  ot  large  rivers/ 

It 

r 

« 

^nSpisqalle  arroncoui,  i>  it  ib  nnw  well  kconr  tf.a!  the  sen  water 


86  Earkf  CircumMimgaiiom.        part  ii«  book  if. 

It  is  DO  lesi  certain,  that  the  cnrrenu  discerned  in  An 
ocean  must  all  proceed  from'  the  months  of  lai^  mm, 
which,  rolling  uown  from  a  high  continent,  fall  with  siidb 
impc-tuosity  into  the  sea,  as  to  prescnre  ft  great  part  of  thsk 
force  long  aiier  they  have  entered  it.'  The  gretft  qimli^ 
of  birds  seen  here  was  an  additional  proof  that  land  wisBSt 
far  off.  It  may  be  asked,  whether  this  land  be  inhabited  « 
not  ?  For  my  part  I  believe  it  is.  It  may  be  again  asks^ 
How  men  should  live  in  such  a  climate^  in  the  lat.  of  TCf  & 
where  the  winter  is  so  very  long,  the  summer  so  short,  tfl 
where  they  must  be  involved  tor  so  great  a  portion  of  ik 
year  in  perpetual  ni^ht  ?  ''i\i  this  I  answer,  That  sudi  • 
dwcil  there  come  only  in  the  fine  season  in  order  to  fisb,  tfl 
retire  on  the  approach  of  winter^  as  is  done  by  many  of  ik 
inhabitants  of  liussia  and  of  Davis  Straits,  who^  when  dMj 
have  proviflcd  themselves  with  fish  on  the  coasts  of  a  froMi 
climate^  retire  farther  inland,  and  eat  in  their  cabins  doriag 
the  winter  the  fish  they  have  caught  in  the  summer.  If  ths 
people  who  inhabit  Greenland  and  Davis  Straits  are  to  k 
lielieved,  the  country  is  inhabited  even  as  hi^  as  70*  M. 
both  winter  nnd  Himimer ;  and  what  is  practicable  in 
country,  cannot  justly  be  reputed  impracticable  when 
pONCfl  in  another/ 

Ikring  driven  500  leagues  from  the  continent  by  the 
trary  winds,  the  commodore  now  believed  that  he  was  b^ 
yond  Cope  Horn  to  the  westwards,  and  steered  tbcrafiiR 
N.E.  by  N.  in  order  to  fall  in  with  the  coast  of  ChilL    (k 


freezes,  when  rcclucefl  to  a  Riifficicnt  degree  of  cold,  oonsidersfaljr 
er  than  what  in  rcquinite  for  freezing  fmh  water.    On  this  oec■siol^  ^ 
aalt  pnsripilat«%  from  tlie  freezing  wnter,  and  the  ice  of  sen  water  b  i 


dttntly  frcfch  for  use  when  melted,  if  tlie  first  running  be  thfowa  SSIS 


which  of  tea  contains  salt,  cither  adhering  to  the  surface,  or 
eelU.^E. 

^  Thi»  h  |ioor  reasoning  to  support  a  preconceived  theorjof  ai 
eontinciit,  and  mi^cht  easily  luive  been  answered  by  theniiilsei,  as  Al 
prodigious  cut-rcnt  which  set  them  tlirou2{fa  the  Straits  of  Le  Miiwsifc 
auch  nitiidtty,  could  nor  liave  originated  from  anv  such  CMiae.  CtfMV 
arc  i»ellkno'An  to  be  Mcasioncd  by  ihc  tides,  tnediumd  itiullinsrf 
tfii:  tmrth,  and  U  pr<:vailin;;  wiiuls,  influenced  and  directed  by  Cbe  taS^ 
ut^%  of  C(la^r%'|l>'•  interposition  of  islands,  and  the  position  of  slraitBL  lb 
audi  currents  coukt  iKistsilily  cotne  from  rivers  in  an  auatrsl  IsbkI,  IflcW 
up  iu  everHiuring  fru^c,  <»liouId  any  such  land  ezint. — £. 

^  It  ni|:lft  lie  R-'ked,  ^  lience  are  these  fiahern  to  come  ?  Not  sonly  fii* 
anong  tlie  miserable  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fu^gow  A  nuscnhb  hff^ 
U  Msis  u  thus  often  obstinately  defended  by  wrctcMd  afgiuaalM-& 
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Ae  10th  Mardi,  being  in  lat  SV  Sff  S.  they  discovered  Hje 
toatl  cfGnR  to  their  great  joy,  and  anchored  soon  after  on 
Ae  eoost  of  the  island  of  Mocha,  which  is  three  leagues  from 
the  oontinefit.^  They  were  in  hopes  of  finding  on  this  island 
tt  least  a  part  of  the  refireshments  of  which  they  were  in 
van^  e^pacially  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  but  were  disap- 
pointed, hj  finding  the  island  entirely  abandoned,  all  its  in- 
kahftants  having  removed  to  the  main  land.  They  saw, 
however,  in  the  island  a  multitude  of  horses  and  birds,  and 
fbmd  some  dogs  in  two  cabins  near  the  shore.  They  also 
diseovered  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  ship,  from  which  they 
soppoied  the  dogs  had  got  on  shore.  The  horses  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  left  ncrc  to  graze,  and  tliat  the  owners 
csme  at  certain  times  from  the  main  to  take  them,  as  want- 
ed. They  here  killed  abundance  of  geese  and  ducks;  and 
finding  the  coast  extremely  rocky,  and  having  ro  safe  place 
of  aofflorage^  they  resolved  to  put  to  sea.  in  a  council  of 
die  officers,  it  was  determined  to  continue  for  some  time 
longer  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  some 
port  in  whidi  they  could  safely  anchor,  in  order  to  get  some 
refireshments;  but  perceiving  the  Spaniards  to  be  every 
where  on  their  guard,  they  steered  W.N.W.  for  the  island 
of  Joan  Fernandez,  which  they  reckoned  to  be  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ninety  leagues  in  that  direction.  Although  the 
coast  of  Chili  appears  to  be  enormously  hi;^h  when  seen  from 
a  distance,  they  discovered,  by  sailing  along  sbore^  that  it 
was  not  higher  than  the  coast  of  England,  and  that  they  had 
been  deceived  by  the  enormous  height  of  the  inland  moun- 
tains, the  tops  of  which  are  hid  in  the  clouds,  and  cloathed 
n  perpetnal  snow. 

Having  a  favourable  wind,  they  made  way  at  a  great  rate, 
and  got  sight  of  the  island  of  Joan  Fernandez,  on  the  fourth 
day  after  leaving  the  coast  of  ChiK,  but  could  not  get  to  an- 
chor that  day  in  the  road,  owing  to  its  falling  calm.  Next 
iajf  when  ready  to  go  in,  thcv  were  astonished  by  seeing  a 
ship  riding  at  anchor,  which  they  conjectui*ed  to  be  either  a 
£k>anish  ship  of  force  or  a  French  interloper,  but  at  lastcon- 
CRided  to  be  a  pirate.  While  consulting  what  to  do,  they 
saw  the  boat  belonging  to  the  ship  coming  towards  them, 
carrying  a  Spanish  flag,  on  which  they  bc^on  to  prepare  for 

an 


'  Mocha  19  ill  lat.  saP  20*  S.  and  about  20  miles  firom  the  coast  of  Chili* 
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■n  cngof^ment,  but  were  astonished  beyond  mcasare,  on  il» 
nearer  opproadi,  to  find  that  it  belonged  to  their  consort  the 
Tienhoveuy  which  they  concluded  had  foundered.  CaptsiA 
Bowman  was  himself  on  board  the  boat,  and  shewed  bov 
wdl  he  had  followed  his  instructions,  as,  by  the  commodore's 
orders  in  case  of  separation,  this  was  to  be  the  first  place  of 
rendezvous ;  whence,  after  cruising  six  weeks,  they  were  la 
repair  to  lat  128*  S.  and  cruize  there  a  similar  time :  But,  ia 
case  of  not  meeting  the  commodore  in  either  of  these  places 
they  were  then  to  open  their  Healed  instructions,  and  follov 
them  exactly^  As  soon  as  Coptiiin  Bowman  was  on  boaid 
the  conjmodore,  he  mode  a  signal  agreed  on  to  his  own  ihip, 
to  acquaint  them  that  the  two  ships  were  their  coniortii 
Afijcr  this,  the  Eagle  and  African  entered  the  harbour. 

When  leisure  pcrmitt(*d,  Captain  Bowman  gave  an  9f> 
count  of  the  dangers  he  had  encountered  in  passing  thl 
Straits  of  Magellan  :  That  he  had  met  with  many  storms oa 
the  coast  of  America,  and  that  his  ship  was  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  having  only  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandez  the  evea^ 
ing  before  his  consorts,  l)otli  of  which  he  believed  had  beoi 
lost  in  the  hurricane  at  the  time  of  their  separation.  Tks 
threi'  captains  afterwards  dined  together  very  cheerfully  ia 
the  i'icnluiven,  where  they  recounted  and  reciprocally  coo* 
xniserated  their  past  misfortunes,  and  rejoiced  at  their  pr^ 
sent  happy  meeting.  As  it  still  continued  a  dead  calm,  thif 
were  unable  to  come  to  anchor  at  the  place  intended,  bet 
they  next  day  got  close  beside  the  Tienhoven,  anchoring  ia 
forty  fatlioms,  within  muskct-sliot  of  the  shore.  The  sidb 
were  nowlaudc^d,  and  proper  persons  sent  ashore  along  wilb 
tlioni  to  construct  cabins  or  huts  for  their  accommodatioHi 
and  to  search  for  provisions  and  refreshments. 

According  to  the  author  of  this  voyage,  the  island  of  Joaa 
Fernandez  is  one  of  tlie  finest  and  best  situated  in  theworl^i 
having  u  pleasant,  wholesome,  and  temperate  climate,  fit  10 
restore  health  to  the  sick,  and  to  give  a  constant  flow  of  Vi* 
rits  to  tliose  who  are  in  health,  which  tliis  autlior  personaHf 
experienced,  having  here  recovered  from  a  complicatioa  fli 
di.sorders  to  perfect  health.  The  hills  are  covered  with  laH 
trees  of  various  kinds,  fit  for  all  kinds  of  uses ;  and  the  val^ 
Jies  are  fertile,  and  able  to  produce  all  the  necessaries  of  lift 
with  very  littjc  cukivaiion.  It  alx>unds  with  small  streaiN 
;md  brooks,  the  banks  of  which  are  covered  with  wholesooe 
plants;  and  the  waters  which  run  down  from  the  moontaiiHip 
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noC  in  the  leasl  cli^ai^recaliK*  lu  tlir  u^lr,  or  iojuri 
tihnhhy  arr  to  iniprc^iuu^  wiili  u*tuv  luint-ral  particlo^ 
Ait  they  nevrr  corrupt.  On  tin*  i.ii>i  mJc  u(  ihv  bciy  in 
ihieb  tlie  Dutch  9h't\i^  miclion^U  llicri*  arc  thrrr  nioaDtaiiis 
At  wddlcinnikt  ofwliir!!  n«rni(ilc«  tlic-  TaMr  Mountains  al 
At  Cape  <»f  (nxxl  llofic.  Ik*liiiid  thiMr  tlu-ru  arc  manj 
fAvaMNinlaint  which  riM*  tn  m  pnxliiri.tut  htiKhi,  and  aiv 
■Krallv  covered  by  rcry  thick  ini*i,  i**|K*cijlly  in  tKie  mom- 
ay  and  evening,  whence  I  am  apt  to  ibu»pt^'t  that  theae 
■aantains  may  contain  rich  minet  'I'ci  ^vt*  ii  jua  idea  of 
ikUand  in  lew  wonls  it  rc*semli!i-«  in  aJ!  ri*»p(-ci»  thecoon- 
tljai  the  Cape  ot  CtcMid  I  iojv. 

thia  author  also  mentmnk  the  ^a-liolit  and  «e;iU  of  other 
Wlitfr^  and  aiiit««  that  thtrr  are  sen-cciw*  aImi  ofenormoua 
weighing  near  halt' a  ton.  He  a!^)  mentioni  the 
and  excellence  of  the  full,  ot'  which  the  Dutch 
many  thouftandft  durin*;  their  i»hort  !>tay,  ifthich  proved 
adaoffdinarily  good,  and  were  of  grrat  MTvici*  during  the 
of  the  voyage.  He  nu-niion^  pMt«  jImj  on  the  inland  in 
'f  but  aayt  the  Dutch  were  unalile  to  catch  tJiem, 
at  a  loaa  how  to  get  at  tlu-ir  IxxiieH  i»lun  bhoi ;  but  tlicy 
frightened  from  thik  i»p«iri  by  nn  unlucky  afcident  which 
i^HMBied  to  the  atcward  of  one  of  the  ships  *»«Mi  i  rdter  tlieir 
mivalp  who,  rambling  one  evcnin;;  in  ihe  n.nuntdinftv  fell 
■ddtidj  from  the  top  of  a  nnrk  ami  was  «i.i<>lird  tti  pieces. 
Iby  ibuod  licre  the  reniainii  of  n  wreek,  ^uppoM-il  by  them 
likave  been  of  a  Sfuinibii  bliip;  but  it  wnik  niori'  proU'ibly 
^BHaliges  of  the  Spetxlwelli  IcM  :i  year  lH*fnre,  and  from 
lAleh^  by  diving,  bome  of  ilie  ikailoia  recovcreil  kc^cral  pic-ccrs 
fCpBvcr  plate. 

Having  attentively  considered  the  advantagetiut  tituotioa 
ffdaany  conveniences  of  thin  islnnd,  Ho^^ewein  conceived 
thtderign  of  settling  on  it,  as  the  nlo^t  pio|K*r  place  that 
4pld  be  tbouglit  of  tor  ships  bound,  a^  he  was,  tor  the  Terra 
Jtikaikf  or  soutliern  islundis  and  w:i<i  the  more  enccjuruged 
in^i  design  by  considering  the  tertility  of  the  iki.md,  which 
It  fiul  to  afford  suflkicnt  sul>-j>teiiie  for  tix  hundn*d 
at  least.  He  jMistponeil  this  howeviT,  as  al^o  the 
it  of  IMgia  AuUrali^^  or  FalkJami  i-^laiul^  till  his 
return,  owing  to  which  they  mver  «ere  i^eitletl.  A 
at  the  latter  mi;;ht  have  ullonliHl  a  proper  place 
to  careen  and  rctit  at,  and  to  priicurc  wood  and  wa- 
the  long  voyage  from  Europe,  before  entering  the 

Straits 
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Straits  of  Magellan,  and  Juan  Fernandez  would  have  aliMi' 
eel  ever}'  convenience  for  rcpnirinc  any  injuries  that  ml^ 
have  l)cen  sustained  in  passing  through  these  straits^  # 
going  round  Cape  Horn.  Whatever  nation  may  reviwaal 
prosecute  this  plan,  will  certainly  acquire  in  a  few  yean  if 
ridh  and  profitable  a  commerce  as  is  now  possessed  by  M 
Spaniards  with  Mexico  and  Peru^  or  the  rortuguese  wUl 
Brazil.* 

Section  IV. 

{JoHthiualion  of  the  Voyage  from  Juan  Fernandez  tillth§ 
S/iiprcreek  of' the  African  Galiet/, 

On  leaving  Juan  FcrnandeK,  Rogcewein  proposed  tovkk 
that  part  of  the  southern  lands  which  was  rqxirted  to  hm 
been  discovcrMl  by  Davis  in  1G80.*  As  the  Dutch  author 
of  this  voyaifo  is  rulhcr  dark  on  this  subject,  I  shall  bereiih 
Kcrt  Mr  Wafer's  account  of  this  discovery,  as  it  is  veiy  sboi6 
Wafer  was  u  man  of  sense  and  knowledge^  who  sailed  akftf 
with  Davi.s  when  (his  discovery  was  made. 

*<  We  steered  from  the  pallapagos  island  S.  by  E.  }  1^ 
until  we  came  uito  the  hit.  of  27°  2(y  8.  when  we  fell  in  vMl 
a  luw  saiKiy  island,  and  hcani  a  great  roaring  noise  r^ 
:i-hcad  of  the  ship,  like  that  of  the  sea  beating  on  the  shoiik 
It  being  some  hours  before  day,  and  fearing  to  fidl  fiMdrf 
ihe  shore,  the  ship  put  about,  and  plied  oif  and  on  till  Mil 
morning,  and  then  stood  in  for  the  land,  which  proved  li 
be  a  smalt  flat  island,  not  surrounded  by  any  rocka.  To  ill 
^CAtwards,  about  twelve  leagues  by  estimation,  we  sasri 
range  of  higli  land  which  we  took  to  be  islands,  as  tbdt 
were  several  partitions  in  the  prospect^  and  this  land 


to  extend  fourteen  or  sixteen  leagues.  Tliere  came  mil 
ilocks  of  fowls  from  that  direction  ;  and  I  and  more  of  lit 
men  would  have  made  tliis  land  and  gone  on  shore  th0% 


^  Britain  once  trieil  a  settlement  at  Falkkind  iblaa^  and  had 
pwv  to  Mar  wiih  t>()aiii  on  the  occ;Lsioii;  aiid  tliere  can  be  no  doubt  ifctf 
>^l'uiii  cuuUl  never  li;ive  bubuiitted  to  the  settlement  of  Juan  Fernaodesbf 
s'liy  uther  (xjwer.    Tliere  is  now  a  fort  and  small  garrison  kepi  in  ihit 

iniirlirl  — E. 

■  W'e  have  omitted  a  k)ng,  inconclusive,  and  Hninterssting  diaoMitf 
alMiut  the  climate  and  productions  of  the  proposed  disoovcrvi  the  2Vmi 
Irktrutu^  which  still  remains  inatgnita^  or  rather  hai  been  dearly  ikevi 
lu  iiuvL  no  exIstcacCi^-Ei 
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e  capCain  wooM  n<i<  coihciiI.     Tlir  fimall  inland  lir.in 
from  CopaifKi  alnM»*C  liut-  W.  niul  fniui  the 
60O  leaipict."* 

tliiifc  hii  royai;t'  lo  the  u-i**'!w.iril%,  the  frntlAnJ 
J  Rogffg^cin  wft%  ihoIf-«i  r  i«l:iriil  <'}'.fu-iii  Ffmaiicif^ 
riwcmlloH  MaMn-rurrd,  :\h  mi  nine  'i-f:vr  Kn^^Iiah  luilct 
WHt.  Thin  iip|K*arctl  KiKcr  niu!  j  ••  hrlilr  froiri  « 
Deb  ^^  'ht*y  liail  not  an  i>ppi*r(iiiiil\  i  :  !  i:ulin:f.  Ha- 
lie  benefit  ufa  S.  K.  tr.uJi'-w.n»!.  li.  v  vo^n  arrivni  in 

■ 

*  S.  and  the  kini^icinic  nf'^'il*  K.  \»l!«  r*-  tiii-y  (■\|H-4.trtl 
e  fklleii  in  with  thr  I:i:iii  -i-ni  liy  Ouv.-,  hui  no  »uch 
rat  to  be  flciunil.  (  oniii.'iiii.;^  i-:<'i^  vir.  ;:jf  t«f  iht  wr<»t- 
,  and  attcndfii  hv  n  vii*t  (in.intisv  o.  ti:r.is  clicv  arri- 
3  the  coiut  ot  .1  «niali  i^i.inJ  :iivitit  nixitMi  hMi^uii  in 
»  which  tlic-}- kll  ill  ui:h  im  thi*  Uih  April.  1T?J, 
Eaatcr-ddv.  and  c:ilk*il  it  tlicrclniv  i'f<«i  A*/,  or 


r  African  gdiiey  iKini^  tlu*  ^^in.i!!****!  ^hip,  w.u  frnt  in 
B  examine  tlii%  new  l!i^cl)%^Ty,  .i:itl  ri-jH»rtc(l  thai  it 
I  to  be  ver\'  t't:nilr  luul  Ht-il  ptoplr.l,  a^  abundancr  ol* 
vai  to  be  *evn  in  a!l  par:*i  nt  tin-  iiii.in.l.  NVxt  day, 
looking  out  fin'  a  p«>rt,  am!  wht-n  .i)m>iis  two  niilc-«  froni 
p  an  Indian  c  i'.:i  (»fr  to  thi*  *»h!T«K  i;i  a  ranoct  who 
iU'unlKinrd  aii.i  '.%a^%'til)  rirc-ivfil.  Ii'in'j  naked, 
i  firat  preM*ntL«I  w'liU  n  piece  n)  rlr  ili  *  i  vnvcr  htin« 
ICJ  gave  him  aiteruaidit  pieces  nt  rural.  i»ead#,  and 
Xm,  all  of  *.vh)r!i  h;*  liiini;  ulxiut  hit  iici'k,  t<>;{eiher 
Ciricd  linh.  His  lu^dy  wa*  p.iiiitrd  all  over  with  a  %'a- 
ffigurcfi,  throu!*h  uhi«.-!i  the  natural  culour  dflii^  ^kiu 
tad  to  be  dark  liroM  ii.  I  li^  ( .ir.-  were  exet-^sivelv  lar;re 
Wg,  hanging*  down  to  his  nhotiliierr,  oce.i^ioned  duiiht- 
wearing  lar^e  hi*ary  e:ir-rin^"*;  a  thini*  .iImi  practieeil 
BMlTes  of  Malahar.  He  was  Lili,  Meli-niade,  rohukl 
f  m  pleating  countenauce,  qiuI  brisk  and  ac-li%'e  in  hi^ 
f%  appearing  to  Ih-  very  nu-i  ry  hy  hi.<i  gestures  and 
'■peaking.  They  i^ave  iiini  \ieliials,  cif  which  he  eat 
ff  bnt  ooukl  nut  be  prevailed  on  to  Ubc  a  knife  and 

fork  i 


Bicaabe  nodouLt  tiiat  tlic  ruM  inw  flat  i^!:mi  I  ua^  r3>tcr  i^Iand, 
I* aOr 8b  long,  im'  lir'  W.  I:>  i!.»i.int.i  fn'inC  i.{.:ii{i<>,BliiK»ft  due 
■QiK  eaaciljr  40^  or  SOO  inaruK-  lunriit-^.  J  hr-  r.iiip-  «if  high  laiu) 
ika  viilvanb,  could  bi*  nothing'  l>iit  a  in^  lunk,  mi  that  llog^ 
t  aot  froai  Juao  Fcniaode/  in  taxich  of  a  noncDtity^— £, 
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fork ;  and  when  offered  a  glass  of  wine  threw  it  awa^ 
their  great  surprise,  afraid  of  being  poisoned,  or  offended 
the  smell  of  strong  liquor,  to  which  he  was  nnaccuston 
He  was  then  dres&ed  from  head  to  foot,  and  had  a  hat 
on  his  bead,  with  which  he  did  not  seem  at  all  pleased, 
cot  a  very  awkward  figure,  and  seemed  uneasy.  The  mi 
was  then  ordered  to  play,  with  which  he  seemed  much  pli 
ed,  and  when  taken  by  the  hand  would  leap  and  oai 
Finding  it  impossible  to  bring  the  ships  to  anchor  that  i 
they  sent  off  the  Indian,  allowing  him  to  keep  all  he  had 
in  order  to  encourage  the  rest  to  come  on  board.  I 
what  was  really  surprising,  he  had  no  mind  to  go  away,  i 
looked  at  the  Dutch  with  regret,  held  up  his  hands  towa 
Iiis  native  island,  and  cried  in  a  loud  voice  several  til 
Odorega  !  making  appear  by  signs  that  be  would  much 
tl^r  have  staid,  and  they  had  much  ado  to  get  him  into 
canoe.  They  afterwards  imagined  he  calledupon  his  gc 
as  tliey  saw  abundance  of  idols  erected  on  the  coast  yA 
they  landed.  ^ 

Next  morning  at  day-break,  the  ships  entered  a  cove 
bay  on  the  S.  E.  side  of  the  island,  when  many  thomandi* 
the  inlmbitanls  came  down  to  meet  them,  bringing  with  tb 
vast  quantities  of  fowls  and  roots ;  and  many  of  them  bron 
tiiese  provisions  on  board,  while  the  rest  ran  backwards  i 
forwards  on  the  shore,  like  so  many  wild  beasts.  As 
ships  drew  near,  the  islanders  crowded  down  to  the  shon 
get  a  better  view  of  tliem,  «ind  at  the  same  time  lighted  fi: 
and  made  offerings  to  their  idols,  probably  to  implore  tl 
protection  against  the  strangers.  All  that  day  the  Da 
spent  in  getting  into  the  bay  and  mooring  their  ships.  N 
morning  very  early,  the  islanders  were  observed  prostrat 
themselves  before  their  idols  towards  the  rising  sun,  i 
making  burnt  offerings.  While  preparations  were  mak 
for  landing,  the  friendly  native  who  had  been  before 
board  came  a  second  time,  accompanied  by  many  otL 
who  had  their  canoes  loaded  witli  living  fowls  and  it 
jcooked  after  their  manner,  as  if  to  make  themselves  i 

'  ca 

3  It  will  be  afterwards  seen  in  the  modem  circumnavigatioas,  that  ti 
m'e  several  giga^itic  statues,  having  a  distant  resemblance  to  the  binw 
gjurc,  on  this  island,  >vhich  are  periiups  alluded  to  in  the  t«xtw~-£. 

^  This  6urdy  is  a.|)rodigio.us  exaggeration,  as  the  island  is  utterly  i 
nable  to  have  supported  any  considerable  numhicr  of  inhabitantSi  tai  4 
IS  act  any  other  within  1500  miles.— £• 
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oomei  Among  this  troqp  of  islanders  there  was  one  man 
perfectly  white,  having  round  pendents  in  his  ears  as  big  as 
a  man's  fist  He  had  a  grare  decent  air,  and  was  suppled 
Id  be  a  priest.  By  some  accident,  one  of  the  islanders  was 
shot  dead  in  his  canoe  by  a  musket^  which  threw  the  whole 
ipto  prodigious  confusion,  most  of  them  leaping  into  the  sea 
moraer  to  get  the  sooner  ashore;  while  the  rest  who  re- 
tiatned  in  their  canoes  pi^ldled  away  with  all  their  miglit. 

The  Dutch  presently  followed,  and  made  a  descent  with 
150  soldiers  and  seamen,  at  tlie  head  of  whom  was  Commo- 
dore Roggewein,  accompanied  by  the  author  of  tlic  voyage^ 
who  commanded  the  soldiers.  The  islanders  crowded  so 
dose  upon  them  while  landing,  that  they  thought  it  ncce&- 
Muy  to  make  their  way  by  force,  especially  as  some  of  the 
natives  were  so  bold  as  to  lay  hold  of  their  arms ;  and  the 
Dntdi  accordingly  fired^  when  a  greut  number  of  the  is- 
bnders  were  slain,  among  whom  was  the  friendly  native  who 
had  been  twice  aboard  snip.  This  frightened  and  dispersed 
them ;  yet  in  a  few  minutes  they  rallied  again,  but  did  not 
come  quite  so  near  the  strangers  as  before,  keeping  at  the 
distance  of  about  ten  yards,  as  if  they  supposed  that  were 
nfficient  to  ensure  their  safety  from  the  muskets*  Their 
eonstemation  was  however  very  great,  and  they  howled  and 
lamented  dismally.  After  all,  as  if  to  employ  every  possible 
means  to  mollity  their  invaders,  the  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren presented  themselves  in  the  most  bumble  postures,  car- 
rying branches  of  palm  in  token  of  peace  and  submission, 
bringing  plenty  of  provisions  of  all  kinds^  and  even  pointing 
to  tneir  women,  giving  the  Dutch  to  understand  by  signs 
Aat  these  were  entirely  at  their  disposal,  and  that  they  might 
carry  as  many  of  them  on  board  ship  as  they  thought  proper. 
Softened  by  these  tokens  of  submission,  the  Dutch  did  them 
no  farther  harm,  but  made  them  presents  of  coral  beads  and 
imall  looking-glasses,  and  distributed  among  them  sixty  yards 
of  painted  doth. 

The  natives  now  brought  at  once  to  the  Dutch  about  500 
live  fowls,  every  way  the  same  with  the  ordinary  poultry  of 
Earc^e,  together  with  a  greut  quantity  of  red  and  white 
roots  and  potatoes,  which  these  islanders  use  instead  of 
bread.  They  brought  also  several  hundred  sugar-canes, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  pisans,  which  are  a  sort  of  figs  as 
large  as  gourds  covered  by  a  green  rind,  the  pulp  of  which 
is  as  sweet  as  honey.     The  leaves  of  the  tree  on  which  these 

figt 
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figs  grow  «re  m  or  eight  feet  long  and  three  broadi  mif^ 
there  are  sometimes  an  hundred  of  these  pisam  on  Mi 
bough.  The  Dutch  saw  no  quadrupeds  of  any  kindy  ji' 
supposed  there  might  be  cattle  and  other  beasts  in  die  kmi 
rior,  as  on  shewing  some  hogs  to  the  islanderSf  thej  M( 
pressed  by  signs  that  they  had  seen  such  animals  ~ 
They  used  pots  to  dress  their  meat  in;  and  it 
that  every  family  or  tribe  among  tliem  dwelt  in  a 
village.  The  huts  or  cabins  composing  these  viUagei 
from  forty  to  sixty  feet  long,  by  six  or  eight  ieet  brav^T 
made  of  upright  poles,  having  the  interstices  filled  up  iM^ 
loam  or  fat  earth,  and  covered  at  top  with  palm  leaK^ 
They  drew  most  of  their  subsistence  from  the  earth  by  olf 
tivation,  the  land  being  portioned  out  into  small  plantHiHi 
very  neatly  divided  anci  staked  out.  While  the  Dutdl  v|pi| 
there,  almost  all  the  fruits  and  roots  were  in.full  raatlfpMl 
and  the  island  scenieci  to  abound  in  good  things.  IvlMI 
houses  there  were  not  many  moveables,  and  those  they  hi| 
were  of  no  value,  except  some  red  and  white  quiltaor  ololk% 
which  served  them  in  the  day  for  mantles,  and  at  night  Am 
coverlets.  The  stuff  of  which  these  were  composed  MtH 
soil  as  silk,  and  was  probably  of  their  own  manufacture. 

The  natives  of  this  island  were  in  general  a  brisk,  skodo^ 
active,  well-made  people,  very  swift  of  foot,  and  seemed  if 
sweet  tempers,  and  modest  dispositions,  but  timorous  ni 
faint-hearted  $  for  whenever  they  brought  fowls  or  ochtt 
provisions  to  the  Dutch,  they  threw  themselves  on  thflf 
knees,  and  immediately  on  delivering  their  presents  reCinI 
in  ail  haste.  They  were  mostly  as  brown-complexioned  p 
Spaniards,  some  among  them  being  almost  blacky  wUd 
others  were  white,  and  others  again  had  their  skins  entivdf 
red,  as  if  sun-burnt.  Their  ears  hung  down  to  tiieir  skew 
ders,  and  some  had  large  white  bales  hanging  to  thcili 
which  they  seemed  to  consider  as  a  great  ornament.  Thdl 
boflies  were  painted  all  over  with  the  figures  of  birds  tfdi 
other  animals,  on  some  much  better  executed  than  on  othcll^ 
All  their  women  had  artificial  bloom  on  tlieir  cheeks,  but  if 

aimiA 

^  Tatooed  in  all  prohabilitVy  a  practice  f^o  common  throuffb  the  in 
(ants  of  Poljncsia,  which  will  be  minutely  (!e«cribc(l  in  an  after  dfviii 


this  collcctioD.  It  may  suffice  to  sny  at  present,  tliat  this  decorsfifljlll 
formed  by  pricking  tlie  Ucin  with  sharp  instriiments  tiH  it  just  bleedig'tfj 
afterwards  rubbing  sonc  coloured  powders  into  tbe  pnnctiuc^  wbick  MMi 
ir.i!clib!e  stains. — & 
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h  deeper  crimson  than  is  known  in  Europe,  and  tho 
could  not  discover  what  this  colour  was  composed  of. 
wore  little  hats  on  their  heads  made  of  straw  or  rced% 
id  no  other  covering  than  the  quilts  or  mantles  form- 
entioned.  ^  The  women  were  by  no  meaus  extremely 
t^  for  they  invited  the  Dutchmen  into  their  houses  by 
and  when  th^  sat  by  them  would  throw  off  their 
Sj  as  inviting  fiuniliarity.  It  is  very  ungulat  of  these 
!»» -that  the  Dutch  saw  no  appearance  whatever  of 
ononff  them ;  but,  when  attacked,  they  fled  for  refuga 
r  idoH,  numbers  of  which  were  erected  ail  along  the 
These  idols  were  all  of  stonc^  representing  the  fi« 
of  men  with  great  ears,  their  heads  covered  by  the 
entations  of  crowns ;  and  all  so  nicely  proportionedf 
>  kighly  finished,  that  the  Dutch  were  much  amaxed, 
of  the  inhabitants  seemed  to  be  more  frequent  and 
xealouB  wonhippers  of  these  images  than  tlie  rest^ 
induced  the  Dutch  to  believe  that  these  were  priests  ; 
at  the  more  iespeciaHy,  as  their  heads  were  close  shaven^ 
ich  they  wore  Cjq>s  of  black  and  white  feathers, '  and 
ad  large  white  balls  hanging  at  their  ears. 
appearance  of  government  or  subordination  was  ob* 
.  among  these  islanders,  and  consequently  no  prince  or 
baving  dominion  over  the  rest.  1  he  old  people  wore 
ts  made  of  feathers  resembling  the  down  of  ostriches^ 
ad  sticks  in  their  hands.  In  some  of  the  houses,  the 
of  the  family  was  observed  to  have  rule  over  all  its  in* 
nts,  and  was  obeyed  with  the  greatest  readiness.  In 
linion  of  the  Dutch  author  of  this  voyage,  this  island 
be  settled  to  great  advantage,  as  the  air  is  very  whole* 
md  the  soil  rich ;  being  proper  for  producing  corn  io 
w  lands,  and  its  higher  grounds  might  be  converted 
ineyards.  On  the  evening,  after  returning  on  boards 
swein  proposed  to  land  again  next  morning  with  a 
sufficient  to  make  a  strict  survey  of  tlie  whole  island : 
uring  the  night  there  arose  so  strong  a  west  wind  as 
them  from  their  anchors,  and  they  were  forced  to  put 

to 


I  left  ambigaoHS  whether  these  straw  hats  and  mantles  were  worn 
sexes,  or  confined  exclusively  to  the  women.— E, 
lisseitatioii  is  licre  omitted  on  a  fancied  migration  of  storks  an* 
rom  Europe  to  this  island  and  others  in  the  South-see,  as  high  ai 
and  50^  &  merely  because  the  Dutch  tliought  the  feathers  in  tlies« 
iaaiHed.thoBe  of  storksr— K 
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to  seO}  to  avoid  being  shipwrecked.  After  this  misfi 
they  cruized  for  some  time  in  the  same  latitude,  seel 
vain  for  the  land  discovered  by  Davis,  on  which  Rog 
determined  to  bear  away  for  the  liad  Sea  of  Schouten 
ing  always  a  west  course,  in  hopes  of  discovering  soi 
land.  In  this  course,  they  soon  found  themselves 
height  of  the  island  discovered  by  Schonten  in  1615,  tc 
he  gave  the  name  of  Bad'^water^  because  all  its  watei 
brackish ;  but,  by  changing  their  course,  they  rs 
leagues  out  of  their  way,  and  at  least  150  leagues 
than  Schonten. 

'  In  this  wide  sea,  Roggewein  sailed  upwards  of  800 : 
without  seeing  land,  though  he  frequently  varied  his  < 
At  length,  when  in  lat.  15''  30'  IS.  they  discovered 
low  island,  the  coast  of  which  was  covered  with  a  de< 
low-coloured  sand,  having  in  the  middle  of  the  island 
of  pond,  lake,  or  lagoon.  All  the  principal  officers  y 
opinion  that  this  was  the  island  to  which  Schonten  gi 
name  of  Dog  island,  and  did  not  therefore  think  it  ne 
to  go  on  shore^for  more  particular  examination.  '  1 
dior  of  this  voyage  was  of  a  different  opinion,  conceivi 
new  discovery,  and  calling  it  Carbhoff, '  which  he  sa; 
lat.  IS**  ^5^  S.  and  long.  ^SO*'.  He  describes  it  as  a  J 
island  of  about  three  leagues  in  extent,  having  a  lake 
middle. 

Leaving  this  island,  the  wind  came  about  to  the  S 
sign  that  they  were  near  some  coast,  which  had  chanj 
current  of  the  air;  and  by  this  alteration  of  wind  the 
driven  among  some  small  islands,  where  they  found 
selves  considerably  embarrassed.  In  this  situation  th 
can  galley  led  the  way  for  the  rest,  as  sailing  best  and 
ing  least  water ;  but  she  soon  found  herself  in  such  ic 
that  they  fired  repeated  guns  of  distress,  on  which  thi 
tv/o  ships  hastened  to  her  assistance,  when  they  fbu 
stuck  so  fast  between  two  rocks  that  it  was  impossible 
her  off,  and  were  only  able  to  save  her  people.  Bioii 
the  noise  of  the  signal  guns,  the  natives  of  the  surra 


*  In  modem  geography  Dog  Ithnd  is  pbcbd  iiili^^ 
Aff  W.  from  Greenwich. — £. 

^  Carlshoff  is  laid  down  by  AnowBinith  in  ~ 
and  long.  145'»  98"  W.    The  fint  m  ' 
text  is  quite  ineiylioiihki,  9a9d.^m 
computatibn*   It  js  190  marine  leiij| 
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Mttitfa  kindled  many  fires  on  their  hills,  and  flocked  in 
•chmdB  tb  the  coafts;  and  the  Dutch^  not  knowing  what 
.jnl^t  be  their  designs  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  in 
.the  midst  of  their  own  confusioni  fired  uplon  them  withoat 
jbemncHiy^  that  they  might  have  as  few  dangers  as  possible 
^  deal  with  at  one  time.  In  the  morning  as  soon  as  it  was 
Mlf^  ther  had  a  clear  view  of  the  danger  all  the  ships  had 
Asin  in  during  the  darkness  of  the  past  night,  finding  theni^ 
arives  environed  on  all  sides  by  four  islands,  with  a  continued 
dbtin  of  steep  rocks,  and  so  close  together  that  they  could 
hshllv  discern  the  channel  by  which  they  had  got  in,  so  that 
jdMgrnad  much  reason  to  lie  thankful  for  having  been  so 
mnderfully  pr^erved  in  the  midst  of  so  much  danger.  On 
dbk  occasion  only  one  seaman  was  lost^  who  belonged  to  the 
TS^hoven,  and  who,  in  his  eagerness  to  go  to  succour  hia 
inends,  dropt  overboard  and  was  drowned. 
I  The  danger  was  by  no  means  over  as  soon  as  discovered 
;h  it  cost  the  Dutch  no  less  than  five  days  to  extricate  tbem- 
sdves  irdm  their  perilous  situation,  during  which  time  the 
egtomodore  was  separated  from  the  Tienhoven,  and  remain- 
ed; jgnorant  of  the  fate  of  the  African.  At  length,  the  boat 
of  the  Tienhoven^  having  sailed  all  round  the  group  of  is^ 
hodsj  brought  information  that  the  crew  of.  the  African  had 

Ksafe  on  shore;  and  that  tlie  natives,  after  being  once 
d  on,  had  retired  into  the  interior  in  all  haste.  Rogge^ 
wein  now  sent  his  boat  to  bring  ofi'all  those  who  had  got  on 
diore ;  and  on  mustering  the  crew  of  the  African  on  ooard 
the  Eagl^,  it  appeared  tjiat  a  quarter-master  and  four  sea- 
men Were  missing.  On  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  these 
nen  had  choSetl  to  remain  on  the  island^  as  they  had  inuti'^ 
nied  against  their  officers  on  getting  ashore,  because  th^ 
bsd  interposed  to  prevent  them  from  killing  each  other  with 
Adr  knives,  and  Captain  Roscnthali  had  threatened  to  have 
diem  all  put  to  death  when  he  got  them  aboard  the  com-* 
jpodore^  wherefore  they  had  fled  to  avoid  punishments  Bo- 
JM  unwilling  to  lose  them,  the  commodore  sent  the  author 
f/this  narrative  with  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to  bring  them 
awaV|  but  he  was  unable  to  succeed. 

1  hese  islands  are  situated  between  the  latitudes  of  15^  and 
16^  S.  about  twelve  leagues  west  from  CarlshofF,  '*'  each  of 

YOh.  XI.  G  them 

'° Pernicious  islands,  almost  certainly  the  MiBcbicvdus  isltinda  of  the  text, 
tf  placed  in-  lat.  ir  5'  S.  and  long,  lia^  SO*  W,  ab6ut  SO  leagues  W.  br 
».  frort  Carlsheff,  by  Arrowsr^'th.— E: 
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.ihem  ftppearing  to  be  fbnr  or  five  leagues  in  compafs.  Tlwt 
40&  whicn  the.  African  was  shipwrecked  was  named  Miukm 
VOU9  Idandj  the  two  next  it  the  Brothers,  and  the  fourth  dip 
Siiten  All  four  islands  were  beautifully  verdant,  and 
cd  in  fine  tall  trees,  emecialljr  cocoas ;  and  the  crews  fboMl 
material  benefit  while  liere  by  refreshing  themselves  on 
vegetable  productions  of  these  islands,  by  which  man; 
ihem  were  surprisingly  recovered  from  the  scurvy.  _-^ 
Dutch  found  here  vast  quantities  of  muscles^  cockles,  raodHil 
o&pearls,  and  pearl-oysters,  which  gave  reason  to  expect  Ml 
a  valuable  pearl  fishery  might  have  been  established  hmi 
•These  islands  are  extremely  low,  so  that  some  parts  of  tlM|| 
must .  be  frequently  overflowed ;  but  the  inhabitants  hA 
plenty  of  stout  canoes,  as  also  stout  barks  provided  IW; 
sails  and  cables;  and  the  Dutch  found  several  pieoesw 
rope  on  the  shore,  that  seemed  made  of  hemp.  The 
jflrere  of  ejttraoidinary  size,  all  their  bodies  being 
{or  tatooed]  with  many  colours,  and  had  mostly  long 
thair^  though  some  had  brown  hair  even  inclined  to 
•red.  They  were  armed  with  pikes  or  lances  eightcsnifc; 
twenty  feet  long,  and  kept  in  bodies  of  fifty  or  an  baoddpf 
together^,  endeavouring  to  entice  the  Dutch  to  follow  dNfe 
into  the  interior,  as  if  to  draw  them  into  an  amboscad%'j4| 
purpose  to  be  revenged  for  the  loss  they  had  sustained  faf  wtfv 
firing  on  the  night  of  the  shipwreck.  -  ..  tir 

a 

Section  V.  y^/ 

CoHtinuaiion  of  the  Fof/age  after  the  Loss  of  the  AJHcnis  W- 
the  JrrivaloJ  Roggewem  at  New  Brttaku         ■     * 

:  The  next  morning  afler  leaving  Mischievous  ishuMJ^ 
saw  a  new  island  ci^ht  leagues  to  the  west,  to  whidi 
gave  the  name  of  Aurora  island,  because  observed  fint' 
break  of  day.     At  this  time  the  Tienhoven  was  so 
that  if  the  sun  had  risen  half  an  hour  later,  she  most 
shared  the  same  fate  widi  the  African,  as  she  was 
cannon«>shot  of  the  shore  when  the  danger  was  ^ 
and  she  then  tacked  and  escaped  with  considerable~diffi< 
The  fright  which  this  occasioned  produced  a  mutinj^ 
which  aU  the  seamen  insisted  with  the  commodore  either  f* 
return  immfd»telyj  or  to  give  them  security  for  paymem 

tb 
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in  €9^  Chejr  thcNild  be  to  unli^ttunntc  m  to  mil 
■OTVck.  11it«  rrr|iirtC  trvmril  jiHt  anil  ivMonftblt^ 
Uy  €xpofc«l  to  rxcwm  fatij^ur  rn  thete  normr  and 
M  MRfl;,  Anil  at  the  Miiie  time  ran  the  hostrtl  »f  t*«ni|r 
rcwAnI  of  their  !«l>oon«  at  it  t«  the  en«l<im  in  I  loNand 
t  ■etmen  lo^e  their  ^!ign  if  tlie  thip  it  lost  in  which 
iB.  The  comm«iJore  li^feticci  to  their  compUnii 
•ch  hmniinity,  qihI  imnKtIiutely  g.irr  them  ntmraneft 
mhp  thai  they  thooKI  h:iYe  their  wa;^  to  the  ntter- 
irtliing,  antl  kept  hit  pnmiitc  with  the  otmoit  eucH- 
Ifart  though  the  African  was  loat  beforei  and  both  Cbo 
kipa  were  condemned  ot  Batavia*  yet  everv  one  dC 
■ipcctive  crews  received  their  fall  wages  on  t^r  arri* 
Inmerdam. 

Uaod  ofJmrora  was  about  foor  leapoes  in  extent,  the 
being  covered  with  deliffhtfbl  vertlure,  and  adorned 
ify  trees  inter»pcr!ie«i  with  tmaller  wood  :  Botf  as  the 
«B  fiNmd  to  be  all  finil  and  rocky,  they  left  thb  itfamd 
Mtont  hnMlin^;.  Yoward«  erenuig  ol'  the  tame  day* 
id  sight  of  another  i^laiul,  to  which  therefore  tlicy 
10  name  of  fViprr. '  lliit  %ras  about  twelve  k'ngtMi 
ally  all  low  land,  yet  vvrdnnt  and  containing  abnnd* 
r  trees  of  various  tortt.  Continuing  their  course  to 
t  in  about  tlie  faitiiiide  of  lA'S.  they  next  momina; 
•red  another  country;  and,  as  it  was  covered  witS 
they  ooiichidcd  it  was  iniiabiteJ,  and  made  there  all 
oome  to  it,  in  hopes  of  procuring  refreshments.  On 
diing  nearer,  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  seen  di- 
;  dieinselves  off  the  coast  in  their  canoes,  llicy  also 
mi  by  degrees,  that  what  they  had  at  first  suppoaed 
mm  ctNnKry  ur  large  island,  was  in  reality  abundance 
■tandtog  ckise  together,  among  which  they  bad 
far,  that  they  found  it  difficult  to  get  oat 
'  bft  thb  situation,  a  man  was  sent  to  the  mastphcod 
:  Mil  for  a  passage,  arnl  at  the  weather  was  quite  se- 
hay  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  out  once  more  into 
Bi  aea  without  injury ;  ahhough  in  passing  by  several 
ofroeks,  they  had  reascm  to  consiJcr  this  as  a 
There  were  six  of  these  islands,  exceed* 

ingly 

▼cnr  am  eaNed  ia  aiodera  geognulijr  Rogaeweta's  or 
^  fa  litv  I  r  9/ 8.  sbout  10  lesfw  N.  V  ^- 7'«n>cioiis 
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inglv  beautiful  and  pleasant  in  appearance,  which  altogadMr 
coukI  not  be  less  than  thirty  leagues  in  circamference.  Thm 
were  about  twenty-five  leagues  west  from  MischicvcNit  ]slai4 
and  the  Dutch  called  them  the  Labyrinth,  *  having  difficol^ 
got  clear  of  them  by  numerous  tacks. 

As  it  was  very  dangerous  to  anchor  on  the  coastf  ands 
.none  of  the  inhabitants  came  off  in  their  canoes,  the  DiiA 
did  not  think  fit  to  make  any  stay,  but  continued  still 
.western  course^  and  in  a  few  days  discovered  another  ishdl^ 
.which  at  a  distance  appeared  very  high  and  beautiful;  hlt^ 
.on  a  nearer  approach  they  found  no  ground  for  ancbonyb 
and  the  coast  appeared  so  rocky  that  they  were  afraid  to  voh 
^re  near.  Each  ship  therefore  embarked  twenty-five  BSi 
in  their  boats,  in  orclcr  to  make  a  descent.  The  natives  a» 
jsooner  perceived  their  design  than  they  came  down  in  cmdl 
to  the  coast  to  oppose  their  landing,  being  armed  with  hMf 
jpear$,  which  they  soon  shewed  they  knew  how  to  nae  to  ihi 
best  advantage.  When  the  boats  drew  near,  the  shore  wm 
found  to  be  so  steep  und  rocky,  that  the  boats  coold  not 
^come  to  land,  on  which  most  of  the  sailors  went  into  ihi 
water  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  having  some  banMsi 
^t  for  presents  to  the  natives  tied  upon  their  heads ;  wUk 
.those  who  remained  in  the  boats  kept  up  a  continual  BnU 
.dear  the  shore.  This  expedient  succeeded,  and  the 
got  ashore  without  much  resistance  from  the  oativcs^ 


were  frightened  by  the  fire  of  the  musquetry,  and  reCindil 
the  mountains,  but  came  down  again  as  soon  as  the  Dmv 
.ceased  firing. 

On  the  return  of  the  islanders,  the  Dutch  who  had 
shewed  them  small  mirrors,  beads,  and  other  baaUeib 
.the  people  came  up  to  them  without  fear,  took  their  m 
and  suffered  them  to  search  where  they  pleased  m  htiki 
and  sallading  for  the  sick.  Tliey  found  abundance  of  Umm^ 
and  soon  filled  twelve  sacks,  six  tor  the  Easle  and  six  lor  Ai 
Tierihoven,  the  inhabitants  even  assisting  tliem  and  shevim 
^em  the  best  sorts,  lliey  carried  their  cargo  of  greens  i» 
mediately  on  board,  which  were  more  acceptable  to  thsMk 
than  if  th^  had  brought  them  a%  much  gold  and  silNb 
Next  morning  a  kirger  body  of  men  were  ordered  on  ihiM% 

ban 

.  *  Perhaps  Prince  of  Wales'  islands  are  here  alluded  tOf  in  lat.  IS^  IV& 
and  k>ng.  148^  5'  Wt  about  40  nmrine  leagues  W  j>f.\V.  from 

islands.— 'S* 
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in  rm^  they  thcNiM  lie  to  unfiirtunnte  a%  tn  mA 
Ar  duumck.  I1ii«  n^|iir«t  •rtinnl  jihc  mitl  n-aionftblth 
kJbgmitj  cxpowni  to  rxcwtw  fatii^ur  in  ih«c  •formv  and 
lvla0wii  wtn9^  Aiiil  nt  tHe  unie  time  nn  the  hnurci  of  h  MM 
di  the  revuril  ol  iltoir  !iiliaun«  n«  it  i«  llie  rtiftorn  in  I  Inllcna 
An  die  ffesinen  lo^e  tlieir  wa|«r«  it'  ilie  »hip  i«  Icwt  in  which 
Aflf  uiL  The  comnnKlore  li»tnictl  to  their  cnniphioti 
Ml  vmch  hnmaftity,  an«i  iinmi-dinlrly  f^.irr  them  a««uraiieft 
onth,  that  they  iihnahl  h:iTe  their  waprs  to  the  atle^ 
&rthin;fi  anl  kept  his  promiM:  with  the  atimnt  eucH- 
fior,  th«»ugh  the  African  wai  k»t  heforei  and  both  Cbft 
ibipi  were  condemned  at  nata%ia,  yet  ettry  one  d[ 
rnpcctive  crews  received  their  full  wages  on  their  arri* 
Vi  m  Amsterdam. 

•  1W  island  ofJmrora  was  about  fonr  leomies  in  extent^  the 
t  beinf(  covered  with  delfchtfbl  verdurr,  and  adorned 
lolly  trees  intcr»prr!»eii  with  smaller  mood  :  Butt  u  tbo 
was  fiiwnd  to  be  all  fcnil  nnd  rock^-,  they  fed  thb  island 

withoiit  ianih'n^.     TowarcN  erening  of  the  same  daj^ 

dfef  kad  sight  of  another  inland,  lo  which  therefore  they 
|M  the  name  of  Vnper. '  lliis  was  about  twelve  l^-agtiaa 
fcffctait,  all  low  land,  yet  verd:int  ami  containing  abond- 
ttte  of  trpcs  of  various  sortii.  Contiiiuing  their  cuune  to 
^wesc  in  about  the  kiiiiide  of  lA'S.  tlicy  next  morning 
fcovered  another  country;  and,  as  it  was  covered  witE 
iMkc^  they  concitidcd  it  w:is  iniiabiteil»  and  made  there  ad 
d  to  come  to  it,  in  hopes  of  procuring  refreshments.  On 
^Iproaching  nearer,  some  of  the  iiihnbiuiits  were  seen  di* 
themaehes  eA*  the  coast  in  their  canoes.  They  also 
by  degrees,  that  what  they  had  nt  first  supyxiaed 
country  or  large  island,  was  in  reality  abundance 
standing  ckise  together,  among  which  they  had 
~  so  far,  that  they  found  it  difficult  to  get  oat 
In  this  situation,  a  roan  was  sent  to  the  mast-head 
ont  for  a  passage,  ami  as  the  weather  was  quite  se> 
iImj  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  out  once  more  into 
without  injury ;  ahhough  in  passing  by  several 
of  rocks,  the)'  had  reason  to  consider  this  as  a 
defivcranocw    'Fherc  were  six  of  these  islands,  exceed* 

ingljr 

Vesper  ore  esNed  ia  oiodem  W^omdby  Rqneweta's  or 
^  in ki^  IJ»  9/ 8.  shout  10 leafoes  N.  by  ^*  ^Peraidous 


102  JSarhf  Cir€unuiavigaiumt.       fast  ji.  book  vn 

Datch,  that  when  it  was  {mipiMtd  to  land  agaiD,  not  a  ■■ 
Could  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  the  dangeroua  attempt*    . 

They  had  given  to  this  island,  before  wis  nnfi>rtunate  ab 
lair,  toe  name  of  the  Idand  of  Recreaiiorif '  which  is  in  kik 
16^  S.  and  long.  285*.  It  is  aoout  twelve  leagues  in  i  »mpsi% 
with  a  fertile  soil,  producing  a  great  number  of  treesy 
dally  cocoa  nuts,  palms,  and  iron-wood.  The  Dutch 
ceived  that  there  might  be  rich  mines  in  the  heart  of  tb 
^iountry,  and  otl>er  valuable  things,  hut  were  not  allowed  Is 
search.  The  natives  were  of  middle  size,  but  robust  md, 
active,  having  long  black  shining  hair,  which  they  aaoiil 
with  cocoa-nut  oil,  a  practice  very  common  among  the  Iih 
dians.  They  were  painted  all  over,  like  the  inhwitantstf 
Easter  island ;  the  men  wearing  a  kind  of  net^work  toviri 
their  middles,  which  they  stick  up  between  their  legs.  The 
women  were  entirely  covered  by  a  kind  of  mantles  of  thcic 
4>wn  manufiicture,  the  stuff  of  which  to  the  si^g^t  and  Uwch 
resembled  silk  ;*  and  they  wear  long  strings  of  pearls  abooi 
their  necks  and  wrists. 

Ro|igewein  thought  proper  to  sail  from  this  island  withoot 
farther  loss  of  time,  and  before  his  departure  held  a  couodi 
of  his  officers,  in  which  he  stated  his  instructions,  which 
were, — If  no  discovery  of  importance  could  be  made  in  ths 
Iktitudc  and  longitude  in  which  they  then  were,  that  ha 
should  return  home.  Some  of  the  council  were  much  astt^ 
nished  at  this,  and  remonstrated.  That  having  already  gopa 
so  lar,  and  met  with  such  encouragement  to  hope  for  &- 
coverics  of  great  importance^  they  thought  it  would  betr^s 
great  want  of  spirit  not  to  proceed.  To  this  Roggewein  sbp 
swerecl.  That  they  had  now  been  out  ten  nK>iubs,  havii^ 
still  a  long  voyage  to  make  to  the  East  Indies;  that  prov^ 
sions  began  to  grow  scarce,  and,  above  all,  that  the  crevs 
were  already  so  nrach  diminished  in  number^  and  the  soff* 
viTors  in  so  weak  a  condition,  that  if  twenty  more  were  ts 
die  or  fall  sick,  there  would  not  be  a  sufficient  number  » 
jnaining  to  navigate  both  diips.  The  true  reason,  bumem, 
in  the  opinion  of  tlie  author  of  this  voyage^  was  the  ansisy 

la 

'  IW  Ammrfioiitb,  this  iilsnd  is  plaooJ  in  lat  IS^^/S.  and  kinf.  ttf^ 
£i/  W.    The  ioBpitude  in  the  text  is  inexplicable  on  any  iupiNMitioa^-^ 

^  The  cletb  oi  the  South-sea  islands  is  a  substance  in  a  great  iBtsiisi 
menbliog  paper,  compk>sed  of  the  inner  bark  of  the  baper  inulberrf«  lbs 
pieuaialiun  of  which  will  be  afterwards  detailed  in  toenamdves.of  the 
modem  drcuouiaTipuors.—- £• 
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to  1^  to  the  East  Indies  before  the  diange  of  the  tnonsooiif 
in  which  case  they  most  have  remained  six  months  longer  in 
Aese  sees-  Some  of  the  officers  opposed  this  motion  to  the 
Isstf  eamesdy  entreating  the  commodore  that  he  would  r»- 
Aer  winter  at  the  land  mentioned  by  Ferdinand  de  Quires^ 
fiom  which  they  could  not  now  be  more  than  150  leagues 
distant.  They  insisted  that  it  was  wrong  to  think  of  going 
te  the  East  Indies,  that  being  directly  contrary  to  the  desiga 
€f  their  instructions :  And  that  by  continuing  in  the  same 
western  course,  they  could  not  fail  to  fall  in  with  some  i»* 
landt  where  they  might  land  and  procure  refreshments^  re^ 
maining  on  shore  till  all  their  sick  men  were  recovered^  and 
erecting  a  fort  to  defend  themselTcs  against  the  natives,  tf 
this  were  eom{died  with,  they  said  they  might  afterwards  re-* 
tnm  home  by  an  eastern  course ;  and,  by  taking  time^  might 
effeduMy  complete  the  discoveries  on  which  they  were  senK 
>  These  reasons  were  listened  to  with  patience  and  civility^ 
but  had  not  the  weight  they  deserved ;  and  a  resolution  was 
formed  to  continue  their  course  for  New  Britain  and  New 
Guinea,  and  thence  to  the  East  Indies,  by  way  of  the  Mor 
hiccasi  being  in  hopes  to  procure  there  a  supply  of  provi* 
lions  and  necessaries,  together  with  a  reinforcement  of  sea^ 
men,  in  case  they  should  then  be  too  weak  for  navigating 
dieir  ships  home  to  Europe.  In  consequence  of  this  resolu* 
tion,  an  end  was  put  to  all  hope  of  visiting  the  land  of  Qui* 
Fos,  which  the  best  seamen  on  board  thought  might  havi^ 
been  easily  discovered,  called  by  him  and  Torres  the  Idandi 
of  Sohmo/if  and  reported  to  be  beautiful  and  fertile,  and 
abounding  in  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  and  spices.* 

Leaving  the  island  of  Recreation,  Roggewein  steered  a 
course  towards  the  N.W.  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the 
council,  in  order  to  get  into  the  latitude  of  New  Britain*  On 
the  third  day,  in  lat,  12^  S.  and  long.  29°  tbev  discovered  se«. 
reral  islands  which  appeared  very  beautiful  at  a  distance^ 
and,  on  a  nearer  approach,  were  seen  to  be  well  planted  with 
ail  sorts  of  trees,  and  produced  herbs,  corn,  and  roots  is 
great  plenty,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Bowman^i 
uland%9  after  the  captain  of  the  TienbovcH}  by  whom  they 
were  first  seen.^    As  soon  as  they  were  seen  by  the  native^ 

thej; 

s  We  have  here  omitted  a  k>ng,  nniDteresting,  9nd  inconclusive  disqui- 
8ipoQ  on  the  supposed  Terra  Australis,  as  aJtogether  founded  on  suppoai* 
tion  aod  error< — ^B. 

^  These  appear  to  have  been  the  most  necAeriy  of  the  Socie^  islands. 
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they  came  off  in  tfieir  canoes  to  the  fliipf»  brinf^iog  fiilif  ei» 
coaHiutfif  Indian  figuy  and  other  refrestimentis  in  reCnm  ftr 
which  the  Dutch  gave  them  fmall  mirrors^  string*  of  hfiMl^ 
and  other  trifles.  Thefie  inlands  were  very  fullj  peopbdi  m 
nmny  thousands  of  men  and  women  came  down  to  tnesbaM 
to  view  the  shipn,  most  of  the  men  lieing  armed  with  boM 
and  arrows.  Among  the  rest,  they  saw  a  majestic  penoa* 
age,  whoy  from  the  peculiar  dress  he  wore,  and  the  mmoms 
tliat  were  paid  hini^  evidently  appeared  to  l>c  chief  or  Uag 
of  these  islanders.  This  person  soon  afterwards  went  tnlo  a 
canoe^  accompanies]  by  a  fair  young  woman,  who  sat  doss 
by  his  side,  and  his  canoe  was  immediately  surrounded  bj  a 
vast  number  of  others^  which  seemed  intended  for  bis  giuMt 
■  All  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands  were  white,  diffiniag 
only  from  Europeans  in  being  sun-burnt,  and  they  seemed  a 
very  harmless  good  sc^rt  of  people,  of  brisk  and  lively  dapo* 
Mticins,  behaving  to  each  cHlhcr  with  much  civility,  and  shew- 
ing no  appearance  of  wildncss  or  savageness  in  their  bcba* 
viour.  1  heir  [xxMen  were  not  j)ainted  like  those  of  tke 
ishinders  they  had  seen  hitherto,  l)Ut  very  handsoBMly 
ckittthed  from  the  wai»t  downwards,  with  a  sort  of  silk  fria- 
ges  very  neatly  arranged.  (>n  their  heads  they  wore  hats  of 
m  very  iieat-l/xiking  Htufl^  very  large  and  wide  spreading  ia 
order  to  keep  off  the  sun,  and  Oieir  necks  were  odornsd 
witli  collars  or  garlands  of  beautiful  odoriferous  flowcrii 
The  islands  appeared  quite  charming,  being  acreeablv  divei^ 
sified  with  beautiful  hilJH  and  intermediate  vallies.  Each  fa- 
mily or  tri(x;  ar>))eared  to  have  its  separate  district,  and  10 
coniprMe  a  M'parHte  gr>vernment  or  community,  all  the  Ini 
being  regularly  laid  out  into  regular  and  fair  plantations,  « 
hail  formerly  Imtii  o(>servcd  at  ranch^  or  Eagier  ishind.  In  il 
jeMM^ts,  the  natives  were  the  most  civili^ced  and  best  din^ 
sea  |i<'«i|)le  tliey  had  seen  in  the  South  Hcbm.  Instead  of 
ahewing  any  (error  or  apprehension  at  the  arrival  of  tha 
J>utch,  the  nativiii  expressed  the  utmost  jov  and  satisftctkaif 
treating  them  with  the  utmont  kindness  and  respect,  andna- 
nifested  the  mont  sincere  and  deep  ccmcern  at  their  depart^ 
ure.  Many  of  Uie  Dutch  also  relt  a  similar  regret^  aad 
would  have  l)een  well  pleased  to  have  made  a  longer  stay  in 
this  delightful  and  plenteous  country,  among  so  kind  a 

sibmit  70  nwrine  ksai'cf,  or  8)  f1r|rces  W.  bj  N.  fronlUciieitioa  i 
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•    •     •  ■ 
-people^  a%  by  the  help  of  the  excellent  provuions  in  great 

with  which  these  good  blands  famished  then,  all 

Hckpeople  would  have  been  perfectly  recorered  in  ii 

*  u    These  islands  had  also  one  eonvenience  greatly  so- 

to  those  they  had  met  with  before  as  there  was  good 

flBdionige  almost  e^ry  where  along  their  coasts,  where  thqr 

flvide  in  the  utmost  safety,  in  from  nftecn  to  twenty  fiithoms* 

• '  So  many  advantageoos  circnmstances  ought  to  have  indiH 

«ed  Boggewein  and  his  officers  to  hare  remained  here  loog^ 

cr;  botueir  heads  were  so  full  of  proceeding  for  the  East 

•Indie%  that  they  were  fearful  of  missing  the  &vourable  mcnH 

aaoo,  while  they  afterwards  discoTered,  to  thdr  oost^  that 

Iky  were  two  months  too  early,  instead  of  two  months  too 

Iste.     By  this  indiscreet  step,  they  sacrificed  the  health  and 

ilRBfftii  of  their  crew  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  were  at 

lei^th  hardly  able  to  navigate  their  ships,  and  at  <me  time 

vere  on  the  point  of  bummg  one  of  their  ships,  that  they 

ngbt  be  better  aUe  to  manage  the  other:  All  of  which  in- 

eomreniences  might  have  been  avoided,  had  they  embraced 

this  opportnntty  afforded  diem  by  Divine  Providence^  and 

been  contented  to  remain  in  a  place  of  safety,  plenQr,  and 

pleasBre,  till  their  sick  were  recovered,  instead  of  wilfully 

applring  new  dangers  which  they  were  so  little  al:3e  to  en> 


iving  Bowman's  islands,  and  continuing  their  course 
towards  tne  N.W.  they  came  next  morning  in  sight  of  two 
isbmds^  which  they  took  to  be  Coccos  and  'Traitor's  islands,^ 
lo  called  by  Schouten,  who  discovered  them,  llie  island  of 
Cooooa,  at  a  distance^  for  Roggewein  would  not  stop  to  ex- 
amine it,  seemed  very  high  land,  and  about  eight  leagues  in 
circait.  The  other  seemed  much  lower,  composed  of  a  red 
soil,  and  destitute  of  trees.  They  soon  after  saw  two  other 
islands  erf*  large  extent,  one  of  which  they  named  Tienhoroen^ 
and  the  other  Grommguen ;  which  last  many  of  their  officers 

were 


^  There  most  be  here  ap  enomous  error  in  the  text ;  Coccob  and  Trai- 
tor^s  islaods  are  almost  directly  west  from  Recreation  island,  and  the  nor- 
thcrniost  of  the  Sodebr  islancu,  supposed  to  be  the  Bowman's  islands  of 
the  text,  and  not  less  than  9i^  IQf  Anther  west  than  these  last,  or  46S  ma- 
ijne  Icagiifas  which  could  ri/ot  well  be  run  in  less  than  a  week  or  ten  days. 
— E. 

*  These  wereprobablv  the  Fte-ju^  or  Bligh's  isUnds,  in  hit.  17*  eO' S. 
hng.  181^  aC  W.  but  the  narrative  is  too  incomplete  to  ascertain  this  and 
■Mj  other  points  with  any  tolerable  certaintj^— E^ 
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wore  of  opinion  was  do  iakndi  but  iYieereai  wuthem  emA 
nent  they  were  sent  out  to  difcovert  Tne  island  of  TiaJn^ 
vtn  af)p€arcd  a  ricli  and  beautiful  country,  moderatdy  hi(^ 
us  meadows  or  low  lands»  by  the  seat  excccdiiiKiy  greeiii  ud 
the  interior  well  provided  with  trees.  'I'hey  coasted  §ka§ 
this  island  for  a  whole  day  without  reachiug  its  cxtrenin^ 
Tet  noticed  that  it  extended  semi-circular^  towards  tat 
island  of  Groninguei)*  so  that  those  which  they  took  ibr 
islands  might  be  contif^uous  landSf  and  both  of  them  parts 
of  the  Terra  Amtralii  iHcognita. 

A  great  part  of  the  cuuipauy  were  for  nnchoriug  on  this 
const,  and  making  a  descent,  but  the  oflicers  wcro  so  intent 
4>D  proceeding  for  India,  that  they  alleged  it  might  be  vciy 
dangerous  to  attempt  bndiug,  lest  any  of  the  men  might  be 
cut  off,  and  they  should  not  have  enough  left  to  carry  on  the 
•hips.  They  continued  in  their  course,  therefore,  not  donbu 
iiig  that  they  should  soon  see  die  coasts  of  New  Britain  or 
Mew  Guinea :  But,  atier  sailing  many  days  without  w&aog 
any  land  at  all,  they  began  to  see  the  vanity  i»f  thtt«  cakiH 
lations,  and  could  not  i'orhetit  murmuring  at  their  efiecis,  ss 
the  scurvy  began  to  cut  off  three,  lour,  or  five  of  their  beil 
liands  daily.  At  this  time  nothing  was  to  be  seen  bui  sick 
people,  struggling  witli  inexpressible  puins,  or  dead  carcwsm 
just  rcUeveufrom  their  intolerable  distress.  From  tbcN 
there  arose  so  abominable  a  stench,  that  even  those  who 
were  yet  sound  often  iuinted  away,  unuble  to  euiiure  id 
Cries  and  groans  were  inccHsantly  heurd  in  all  partM  oi  tkt 
ships,  and  the  sight  of  the  poor  diseased  wrctchon  who  weii 
still  able  to  crawl  about,  excited  horror  and  conipasiioBi 
Some  were  reduced  to  such  mere  skeletons  that  their  sUm 
seemed  to  cleave  to  their  lx>nes,  and  these  had  this  coosolt* 
tion,  that  they  gnulually  coubumed  away  without  piia^ 
Others  were  swelled  out  to  monstrous  siises,  and  were  so  tor* 
mented  with  excrucinting  |iain  ns  to  drive  them  to  furious 
inadnesH.  »SonK*  were  worn  away  by  the  dysentery*  uid 
uthcrs  were  racked  with  excruciating  rheumatism,  while 
others  ag»in  (iniggc*d  thrir  dead  limbs  after  them,  having 
lost  feeling  through  the  palsy.  To  these  numerous  sod 
complicated  dibvabCH  of  the  body,  many  had  superadded  dis* 
temperature  of  the  mind.  An  anabaptist  of  twentj*fiw 
years  old  calk?«l  out  continually  to  bo  baptised,  and  wiisft 
tokl  with  a  bucer  thul  there  wa»  no  parson  on  boards  ho  bo- 
came  quiet,  and  died  with  great  resignation.    Two  papiiK* 
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«Q  board  gave  what  little  money  tbey  bud  to  their  friends^ 
bwoprhing  theoiy  if  thejr  ever  got  back  to  Holland^  to  lay  it 
aot  in  maises  to  St  Antbonv  of  Padaa  for  the  repose  of  tbeir 
■eali.  Others  again  would  listen  to  nothing  that  bad  the 
paallert  savoar  ot  religion,  for  some  time  before  they  died» 
Spme  refused  meat  ami  drink  for  twenty-four  hours  bdbr^ 
ikatbj  while  others  were  suddenly  carried  oiTin  the  midst  of 
cODTersation. 

All  these  various  appearances  of  disease  are  attributed  bj 
the  author  of  this  voyage  principally  to  the  bad  quality  of 
their  provisions;  their  salt  meat  being  corrupted,  their  bread 
iUi  of  maggots,  and  their  water  intcuerably  putrid.    Under 
thcK  (ireiimatances  medicines  wore  of  no  avail,  being  utterly 
wuible  to  work  a  cure,  and  could  at  best  only  defer  death  ibr 
a  little^  and  protract  the  suflerings  of  the  sick.     Though  as 
acU  as  any  one  in  either  ship,  the  author  of  this  journal  had 
the  teorvy  to  such  a  degree  that  his  teeth  were  all  looser  bis 
gamt  inSamed  and  ulcerated,  and  his  body  all  over  coverea 
Vftb  livid  spota.    Even  such  as  were  reputed  in  best  healthi 
were  low,  weak,  and  much  afflicted  with  the  scurvy.     No* 
Aiag  could  effectually  relieve  or  even  alleviate  their  suffer- 
ings, except  fresh  meat,  vegetables,  and  sweet  water.     At 
length  it  pleased  Ciod  to  put  a  period  to  their  miseries,  by 
givmg  them  sight  of  the  coast  of  New  Britain,  the  joy  of 
which  filled  the  sick  with  new  spirits,  and  encouraged  those 
iriko  were  still  able  to  move^  with  the  enlivening  hope  of 
4moe  more  revisiting  their  native  land.    Our  author  was 
^y  of.opinion,  that  if  they  had  been  many  days  longer  at 
they  must  all  have  perislied  by  the  continuance  and  ne* 
ury  increase  of  the  miseries  which  they  endured,  which 
ao  deacription  can  possibly  express  in  any  thing  like  ade^ 
qnate  terms. 


Section  VI. 

Description  of  New  Britain,  and  farther  Continuation  qftbe 
Voyage  till  the  Arrival  of'  lioggtwein  at  Java* 

Ths  country  of  New  Britain,  and  ali  the  islands  in  its: 
neigbbourhood,  is  composed  of  very  high  land,  many  of  the 
mountains  hiding  their  heads  in  the  clouds.  The  sea  coasta 
are*  however  botn  {feasant  and  fertile  the  low  lands  being 

cloathed 
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doathed  in  perpetnal  verdure^  and  the  hilk  covered  wUi  t 
variety  cf  trees*  mbstly  bearing  fruit  It  is  in  lat  betweai 
4^  and  7^  S.'  and  both  in  regard  to  situation  and  mppmi^ 
ance^  no  country  can  promise  better  than  this.  After 
consultation^  it  was  resolved  to  go  on  shore  here  at  all  e 
though  now  so  much  reducea  by  the  long-continued 
nessy  that  thejr  could  hardly  muster  a  sufficient  number  e( 
men  from  botn  ships  to  man  a  boat,  and  leave  men  enongbi 
in  case  they  were  cut  ofi^  to  navigate  one  ship  home^  snppo* 
sing  them  even  to  sacrifice  one  of  the  ships.  Yet  such  WM 
die  ardent  desire  of  all  to  get  on  shore,  and  so  ui^geot  WM 
'the  necessity  for  that  measure,  that  it  appeared  indinyeosabb 
to  venture  on  landing,  let  the  consequences  be  what  tlMgf 
ipiffht  Accordingly,  our  author  was  ordered  into  the  boili 
wiui  as  many  men  as  could  be  spared,  with  orders  to  set  €■ 
•bore  at  any  rate,  by  fair  means  if  possible^  and  wiUi  the 
consent  of  tn«  inhabitants,  for  whom  he  carried  a  great  mmH 
ber  of  baubles  to  distribute  among  them  as  presents.  H 
however,  these  hod  no  effect,  he  was  then  to  use  fbiee^  as 
the  circumstances  to  which  they  were  reduced  made  it  asdi- 

;ible  to  die  by  the  hands  of  barbarians  as  to  perish  gradually 

y  disease  and  famine. 

The  nearer  they  drew  towards  the  coast,  the  more  Hmj 
were  ddighted  with  its  appearance,  as  giving  them  a  neaver 
Iprospect  of  the  wished-for  refreshments.  The  inhabitanlB 
came  down  in  multitudes  to  the  coast,  but  in  such  guise  as 
did  pot  by  any  means  increase  their  satisfaction,  as  tbey 
were  all  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  and  slings^  and  demote 
fttrated  sufficiently  by  their  gestures  that  the  Dutch  were  fay 
BO  means  wdcome  visitors,  and  that  they  were  not  to  expect 
being  permitted  to  land  peaceably.  As  the  boat  approadied 
the  snore,  the  natives  seemed  to  become  frantic  with  dcqpnv 
made  frightful  faces,  tore  their  hair,  and  howled  in  a  horrSde 
manner ;  and  at  length,  as  borrowing  courage  from  the  in- 
crease of  dauger,  they  hurried  into  their  canoes  and  put  off 

ffOOl 
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*  No  aecount  lb  given  of  this  voyage  from  Bowman's  itlandi»  _ 
the  Fee-jee9«  as  already  mentioned,  to  New  BriUun,  neither  indeed  iill 
9pf  ^ay  exprcsited  on  what  part  of  New  Britain  they  bad  now  anivtd. 
%hey  probably  steered  a  course  N.W.  or  N.W.  by  W.  from  the  Fgcijee^ 
imd' 1(611  in  with  the  N.E.  part  of  New  Britain,  now  known  to  be  a  sip^ 
lite  islandy  and  called  New  Ireland ;  and  by  the  lower  latitude  nisntk— d 
ia  the  text,  the^  j^ipeatto  come  firtt  to  the  cpstem  part  of  Neif  Iielndi 
tet  it  is  impossibk  to  say  whethsr  they  went  to  the  N.  or  S.  of  SokioMii*! 
itkuuL^E. 


»•  XIII.  SECT.  ▼!•     Commodore  Moggewein»  109 

the  shore,  09  if  to  'meet  that  danger  the  sooner  which 
evidently  unavoidable.  As  the  Dutch  continued  their 
towards  the  land,  Uie  natives  discharged  a  flight  of  ar- 
;  at  the  boat,  which  they  folbwed  by  throwing  their 
rs  or  javelins,  after  which  they  threw  in  a  shower  of 
»  discharged  from  slings.  Convinced  now  that  there 
nothing  to  be  trusted  to  but  force,  the  Dutch  opened 
'  fire,  and  kept  it  up  with  such  effect,  that  many  of  the 
res  were  slain,  and  the  rest  so  terrified,  that  great  num- 
of  them  leapt  into  the  water  to  swim  ashore,  and  at  last 
lie  survivors  followed  the  example^  bv  turning  their  ca- 
towards  the  land.  But  such  was  tneir  contusion  and 
lay,  that  they  were  now  unable  to  distinguish  the  pro* 
channek  by  which  to  get  back  to  the  coast,  but  ran  them 
be  rocks  and  shoals.  This  circumstance  almost  depri« 
the  Dutch  of  all  hopes  of  being  able  to  attain  the  coast. 
ThUe  thus  embarrassed,  there  arose  a  violent  storm,  of 
kind  which  the  Dutch  call  traffaty  and  which  in  the  east 
uned  a  tuffoon,  which  usually  arises  suddenly  in  the 
It  of  a  calm,  and  when  the  air  is  perfectly  clear  and  se* 
,  and  which,  by  its  extreme  violence,  often  brings  the 
ts  by  the  board,  and  whirls  the  sails  into  the  air,  if  thqr 
not  furled  in  an  instant.  By  this  sudden  tempest^  the 
ships  were  forced  out  to  sea,  and  the  poor  people  in  the 
were  left  without  relief,  and  almost  devoid  of  hope.  The 
was  forced  on  a  sand-bank,  where  she  was  K>r  some 
t  so  beaten  by  the  winds  and  waves,  that  there  seemed 
diance  of  escaping  almost  instant  destruction.  But  dcr 
r  often  lends  strength  and  spirits  to  men  b^oad  their 
1  powers;  and,  by  dint  of  great  exertions,  they  dragged 
r  boat  clear  of  the  bank,  and  got  to  land,  where  aUgot 
on  shore  without  hurt,  but  almost  exhausted  by  fa* 
s.  The  first  thing  they  did  was  to  look  out  for  some 
B  of  retreat,  where  they  might  be  safe  from  any  sudden 
lit  of  the  natives ;  but  nignt  came  on  before  any  sucE 
1  be  found,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  rest  contented 
making  a  fire  on  the  shore,  in  order  to  drv  and  warm 
iselves,  which  in  some  measure  revived  their  spirits, 
light  of  the  fire  enabled  them  to  discover  several  huts  or 
Ds  of  the  natives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  where  they 
^  on  which  they  felt  inclined  to  examine  them,  but  found 
ler  inhabitants  nor  household  goods  of  any  kind,  ail  that 
jnet  with  worth  taking  away  being  a  few  nets  of  corU 

...     oua 
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Otis  workmanship.  Tbey  also  saw  abundanee  of  cooo»-iiiil 
trees,  bat,  having  no  hatchets,  were  nnable  to  come  at  any 
cFthe  (rait,  and  bad  to  pass  a  most  comfortless  nighty  du- 
ring which  they  were  perpetually  disturbed  and  alarmed  by 
the  frightful  noise  of  the  natives  in  the  adjoining  wood^ 
whence  they  naturally  concluded  they  were  every  moment, 
about  to  attack  them.  About  midnight  they  heard  a  rignd 
from  the  ships>  which  had  been  able  to  come  back  to  (hai 
part  of  the  coast,  on  which  they  immediately  hastened  o^ 
txnud,  and  immediately  continued  their  voyage  akmg  A$ 
coast  of  New  Britain,  making  their  way  with  constderafab 
di£Bculty  through  among  numerous  islands.  They  named  that 
part  of  the  coast  on  which  they  landed,  Storndand^  wludi 
was  probably  the  same  called  Stinger's  bay  by  Dampier^  oii 
account  of  the  dexterity  of  the  natives  in  the  management  of. 
that  instrument 

This  country  of  New  Britain  seems  to  be  extremdy  &9* 
tile,  and  to  abound  in  fruits  of  many  sorts.  The  inhabit^ 
ants  are  a  tall  well-made  people,  perfect  mulattoes  in  tHffr 
complexions,  with  long  black  hair  hanging  down  to  their 
waists,  being  extremely  nimble  and  vigorous,  and  so  dexto^ 
rous  in  the  management  of  their  weapons,  that  in  all  proba- 
bility they  live  in  a  state  of  continual  warfare  with  their 
neignix>nrs.  The  sea  along  the  coast  is  studded  with  nnmd- 
rous  islands,  so  that  they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  $ 
passage  through  them. 

-  Notwithstanding  the  dangers  they  had  already  experien* 
ced,  they  resolved  to  make  another  descent  upon  the  coast 
on  the  first  opportunity,  though  they  had  not  now  ten  men 
in  both  vessels  in  perfect  healw,  but  their  necessities  admil- 
ted  of  no  other  remedy.  The  stock-Bsh,  on  which  they  bad 
lived  for  some  time  past,  was  now  so  foil  of  worms,  and  sUnik 
so  abominably,  that^  instead  of  eating  it,  they  were  unaMetD 
come  near  it.  The  officers  were  unable  now  to  padl^  tbt 
men  with  stories  of  relief  in  the  East  Indies,  for  they  nnam* 
mously  declared  that  immediate  death  on  shore  woidd  hb 
more  welcome  than  living  longer  at  sea  in  this  dreadfiil  009^ 
dition.  In  this  forlorn  condition  they  arrived  in  the  \at»  of 
2«  S.  where  they  fortunately  fell  in  with  the  islands  of  JIfM: 
and  jlrimoay*  formeriy  discovered  by  Schonteiiy  and  ~ 


*  It  is  tittcrlv  itDpostifale  te  asocftMn  what fuuils  ate  bsnlp 
indications  of  me  votyage  are  so  ^Qtirelyvi^uei   lathefiiMi 
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iHRraiMMi  ■pon  cuufafUDving  lo  |nulsiv  iuni  ifdhi 
1^  ike  krier  of  thcte  iibiidt.  Tlic  nathrftv  on  per- 
|the  nyrotli  ofihc  Iwo  ships  caoM  imnwdMlrly  olT 
•  tkm  m  tkeir  canoes  of  whidi  they  had  prodigioof 
fla»  All  of  tbcie  people  vrrr  armed  with  bom  aiul  ar- 

I  tkctr  women  and  rhildnn;  IhiI  they  brouffhs 

variouft  refmhrnents  a«  cocon-nut^,  pwnis  or  lo- 
IgS  with  variouii  oii»cr  fniiu.  and  dilliri"iit  kinds  of 
X  directly  to  the  sliins  without  any  %\gn%  oTiear 
The  Dutch  gave  tlicmi  ftoch  kind  of  trifles  aa 
•d  by  way  of  presents  r.nd  in  rt?tum  Inr  these  r^ 
aMs ;  but  on  ^liewing  ninre  of  tin**  r^  and  giving  tho 
■a  lo  understand,  hr  ftigns  that  such  was  the  mer- 
■a  llicy  had  to  give  in  barter  for  reTrrifthnieots  they 

Cbem  coolly,  as  if  they  had  no  dei^ire  to  trade  lor 

Bodities.     Next  day,  however,  they  returned  with 

■laBlities  of  similar  articles  of  provision  ;  and  tbo 

■Bviag  etKlcavoured  to  eapres»  by  signs  that  thcr 

I  tkaBB  lo  bring  scmie  bo>^  the  natives  mistook  their 

^^  ami  brought  two  or  three  dogs  the  day  following^ 

al  disappointuient  of  the  Dutch. 

refircshments  were  very  seasonable,  and  ffreatljr 
ad  the  health  of  many  of  tlif?  sick  peo|ile  in  tne  two 

'  our  author  is  convinccni  that  most  of  them  would 
IjT  reoovered  in  a  few  days  if  tiMry  ooold  have 
sd  to  live  on  shore,  llic  islanders  never  failed  to  in- 
■I  ashore  ever)*  time  they  came  oflT;  but  being  greatly 
lad^  aa  for  some  days  they  had  thrown  four  or  five  of 
aqpia  overboard,  they  diet  not  tliink  it  prudent  to  mn 
li  a  hacard ;  more  es]>ectally  as  e%'cn  in  the  midrt  of 
ME^t  the  air,  look,  and  language  of  these  people 
IM  aavour  ofjpcrfidy,  and  besides  the  island  was  ex- 
f  popnlotia.  The  Dutch  nuticctl  that  the«sc  islanders 
sing  on  board  their  siiifTS  carried  a  piece  of 
some  white  stulT  was  fixed,  as  if  in  the  nature 
l|#r  tnice^  whence  they  supposed  they  were  often  at 
iKaaaw  aeiglibonring  nation  or  tribe^  and 


baj,  in  Ne«-  Ciuinca,  thcrp  are  two  coo«der* 

;  or  bchuatco's  i&iaiid,  and  Jobie,  or  Lone* 

be  AniiMMi  aod  Mm.     Perhaps  Jobie  of  our 

IS  boili,  ai  in  some  moru  recent  nw|M  it  is  laid  down 

idsaad  it  is  aiore  eiactly  in  the  lodientcd  Utitude* 

r  MB  thsnaoB  degree  fioB  theliae. 
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with  the  inhabitants  of  AToa,  particularly  as  none  of  tUr 
canoes  ever  went  ashore  on  that  island,  but  always,  OQ  dM 
contrary,  passed  it  with  evident  precipitation,  iliese  fs* 
marks  furnished  the  Dutch  witli  a  new  project  by  which  H 
acquire  a  considerable  stock  of  provisions  speedily,  .by  a  sad- 
den descent  on  Moa,  which  appeared  to  be  but  thinly  psiH 
pled,  though  as  pleasant  and  fertile  as  the  other,  hoping  li 
carry  oiFat  once  enough  of  provisions  to  enable  them  topio* 
sccute  their  voyage,  without  the  risk  of  falling  again  into  ihl 
distress  they  had  so  lately  endured. 

This  bold  scheme  required  much  prudence,  and  ft 
thought  expedient  to  land  in  different  places  at  once^ 
party  being  directed  to  advance  into  the  country,  while  the 
others  should  be  at  hand  to  support  them,  and  to  seam 
their  retreat.  This  was  accordingly  very  happily  efibcleds 
for,  altliough  the  natives  formeil  an  ambush  benina  thetrsei 
and  bushes,  and  discharged  their  arrows  at  the  prindpil 

Birty  as  soon  us  tliey  began  to  cut  down  tlie  cocoa-trecif  the 
utch  fortunately  rcmamed  uninjured,  and  laid  many  of  the 
natives  dead  by  discharges  of  their  fire-arms.  This  ^  fri^it* 
ened  the  rest  that  they  took  refuge  in  their  canoes,  wheoGS 
they  endeavoured  by  cries  and  shouts  to  alarm  the  rest  of 
their  countrymen  to  come  to  their  assistance:  But  the  Dotdi 
were  so  judiciously  posted  as  to  constrain  them  to  remain  in 
the  mountains,  by  which  means  the  main  party  were  enabled 
to  carry  off  about  800  cocoa-nuts  to  their  boats,  with  which 
booty  they  rejoined  their  ships. 

The  cocoa-tree  is  a  species  of  palm,  found  in  most  porli  of 
the  East  and  West  Indies.  The  trunk  is  large,  straiglitt  aid 
lofty,  taperinff  insensibly  to  the  top,  whence  die  fruit  haqgi 
in  bunches  united  by  a  tendril,  not  unlike  the  twig  of  a  vine^ 
but  stronger.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  resembling  thoeeof 
the  chesnuL  As  it  produces  new  bunches  every  month,  then 
arc  always  some  quite  ripe^  some  green,  some  just  begimuw 
to  button,  and  others  in  full  flower.  The  fruit  is  three-kbed 
and  of  a  greenish  hue,  of  different  sizes,  from  the  size  of  as 
ordinary  tennis-ball,  to  that  of  a  man's  head,  and  is  compo- 
sed of  two  rinds.  The  outer  is  composed  of  long  tough  fibR% 
between  red  and  yellow  colour,  the  second  oeing  a  hud 
sbelL  Within  tliis  is  a  thick  firm  white  substance  or  hemA 
lining  the  shell,  tasting  like  a  sweet  almond ;  and  in  a  aeiH 
tral  hollow  of  this  kernel  there  is  a  considerable  quantitr  of 
a  clear,  brightt  cool  liquor^  tasting  like  sugared  water*  w 

nativvi 
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natives  of  the  countries  in  which  these  tr&es  grow,  eat  the 
kernel  with  tlieir  victuals  instead  of  bread  ;  and  likewise  ex- 
tract from  it|  by  pressure^  a  liquor  resembling  milk  of  almonds 
■in  taste  and  consistence.  When  this  milk  is  exposed  ta  the 
action  of  fire,  it  changes  to  a  kind  of  oil,  which  they  me  as 
we  do  butter  in  dressing  their  victuals,  and  also  burn  in  the^r 
lamps;  and  they  likewise  employ  it  for  smearing  their  bodies. 
They  also  draw  from  the  tree  a  liquor  called  mra  by  the  In- 
dians, and  which  the  Europeans  name  todthf^  or  palm-wine. 
For  tliis  purpose,  having  cut  one  of  the  largest  twigs  about 
a  fix>t  from  tbe  body  of  the  tree^  they  hang  to  this  stump  a 
'  bottle  or  calabash,  into  which  tha  sap  distils.  This  $ura  is  of 
a  very  agreeable  taste^  little  inferior  to  the  Spanish  white 
wine ;  but  being  stroi^  and  heady,  is  generally  diluted  with 
fresh  dear  water  got  from  the  nut  It  docs  not  however 
keg),  as  it  becomes  sour  in  about  two  days ;  when,  by  e2(- 
poiure  to  the  sun,  it  is  converted  into  excellent  vinegar- 
When  boiled  in  its  recent  states  it  is  converted  into  another 
liqaor,  called  orraquahj  the  Indians;  froip  which  they  distil 
a  spirituous  liquor  called  arrack,  which  many  people  prefer 
to  the  other  liquor  of  the  same  name  distilled  from  rice  in 
India,  which  is  so  well  known  and  so  much  esteemed  in  E^- 
rope. 

Besides  cocoa-nuts,  the  Dutch  found  in  Moa  great  plenty 
of  pomegranates  of  exquisite  taste,  and  abundance  of  pUans 
or  Indian  figs.  These  rel'reshments  were  of  infinite  service  to 
them,  as  witliout  them  the  whole  of  both  ships  companies 
must  have  inevitably  perished;  and  immediately  on  return- 
ing to  their  ships,  they  began  to  prepare  for  resuming  their 
voyage.  While  engaged  in  these  preparations,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Moa  came  off  to  the  ships  in  about  200  canoes, 
which  they  exchanged  with  the  Dutch  for  various  articles, 
apparently  doing  this  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  making 
a  second  descent  on  their  island :  But  on  this  occasion, 
though  the  Dutch  received  them  kindly,  and  treated  them 
with  fairness  in  purchasing  their  provisions,  they  would  only 
admit  a  few  of  them  into  the  ships  at  once ;  and  when  the 
islanders  attempted  to  rush  on  board  in  croAvds,  they  fired 
upon  them.  On  these  occasions,  the  natives  all  ducked  their 
heads,  and  when  they  raised  them  again  broke  out  into  loud 
laughter.  This  exchange  was  no  sooner  over  than  they 
'weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage.  The  author 
of  this  narrative  remarks,  that  such  of  the  sick  as  had  anv 
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«trcngth  rcinaininff  recovered  surprisingly  at  these  idandii 
through  the  excellent  rcrrcshments  they  procured  Uien^ 
while  those  who  were  alrendv  quite  exhausted  soon  died. 

Leaving  these  islands  of  moa  and  Arimoai  they  continued 
their  voyage  through  a  part  of  the  sea  so  very  fun  of  islandi^ 
that  finding  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  count  thcnii  tlnj 
gave  them  the  name  of  Thomand  Isles.^    Tlieir  inhaUtaoH 
were  negroes,  of  a  short  squat  mukc,  and  tlicir  heads  oofO^ 
ed  with  thick  curled  wool,  being  a  bold,  mischievous,  tod 
intractable  race  of  savages.    They  were  all  naked,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  having  no  other  ornaments  except  a  bck 
about  two  fingers  broad,  stuck  fiill  of  teetli,  and  bracelets  of 
the  same ;  and  some  of  them  wore  light  straw  hats,  adorned 
with  the  feathers  of  the  Bird-of'Paradue.    lliese  birds  ave 
said  to  be  found  no  where  else  but  in  these  islands.    Sodi  of 
these  islands  as  are  situated  near  the  west  point  of  New  Gi^ 
nea  are  still  called  the  Islands  of  the  Popoea  or  Pamuttf  Ik 
continent  itself  being  called  the  Lafid  of  rapuOf  till  Schratci 
imposed  upon  it  the  name  of  New  Guinea^  chiefly  because  ef 
its  being  in  the  same  latitude  with  Old  Guinea.^ 

When  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands  go  to  Temate, 
Banda,  Amboina^  or  any  of  the  Moluccas,  in  order  to  soB 
their  salt  pork,  amher^^  gold-dust,  and  other  merchandiieb 
they  alwaj's  carry  some  of  these  lUrds-qf'Paraditef  which 
they  constantly  sell  dead,  affirming  that  they  find  them  st, 
and  that  they  know  not  whence  they  come  or  where  ibn 
breed.  This  bird  is  alwavs  seen  very  higli  in  the  air.  It  is 
extremely  light,  as  its  bulk  consists  mostly  of  feathersi  wfaidi 
are  extremely  beautiful,  rendering  it  one  of  the  greatest  cu- 
riosities in  the  world.  The  plumage  of  the  head  is  aa  bright 
as  burnished  gold  i  that  of  the  neck  resembles  the  neck  m  s 
drake ;  and  those  of  the  wings  and  tail  are  like  those  of  s 
peacock.  In  beak  and  form,  this  bird  comes  nearest  tos 
«wallow,  though  considerably  larger.  8uch  as  deal  in  them 
endeavour  to  persuade  strangers  that  they  have  no  feet,  snd 
tliat  they  hang  themselves,  wlien  they  sleep,  to  the  boughs  of 
trees  by  means  of  their  feathers.  Uut,  in  reality,  these  tnidert 
cut  oil  their  feet,  to  rendc^r  them  the  more  Monderful.  Thcj 

fibo 

'  These  appear,  by  tlu:  scqui:!,  to  have  been  tlir  ialnfuln  at  the  N.W.  t%- 
tremity  of  Piipiia  or  New  (iiiiiiea,  and  from  thence  to  Ci  Iches.— £. 
^  More  probably  because  of  its  inhAbitunts  t)cin<;  negroes. — fi. 
'  rcriuips  ambergris  ought  to  be  here  understood.-— £. 
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abo  pretend  that  the  male  has  a  cavity  on  his  back,  where 
the  female  lodges  her  young  till  they  are  able  to  fly.  Thqr 
always  cot  off  the  feet  of  these  bircls  so  close  to  the  body, 
dwt  the  flesh  dries  in  such  a  manner  that  the  skin  and  fea- 
dMsrs  perfectly  unite,  making  it  impossible  to  perceive  the 
■laOest  scar.  They  also  assert,  that  these  birds  are  perpe- 
tually on  the  wing,  subsisting  on  birds  and  insects,  which 
Acy  catch  in  the  air*  The  feathers  of  the  mal^  are  much 
br^ter  than  those  of  the  female.  In  the  east,  this  bird  in 
vnudly  called  Mancodiata,  or  the  Bird-of-God.  Great  num- 
bers 61  tbem  are.  sent  to  Batavia,  where  they  generally  sell 
ftr  three  crowns  each.  The  Moors,  Arabians,  and  Persians 
are  anxious  to  procure  these  birds,  with  which  they  adorn 
their  saddles  and  housings,  often  mixing  with  them  pearls 
and  diamonds.  They  wear  them  also  in  their  turbans,  espe- 
cially on  going  to  war,  having  a  superstitious  notion  that 
they  act  as  a  charm  or  talisman,  capable  of  preserving  them 
fiom  wounds.  Formerly,  the  Shah  and  Mogul  used  to  pre^ 
sent  their  favourites  with  one  of  these  birds,  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  or  fiivour. 

Besiides  their  girdle  and  bracelets,  formerly  mentioned, 
the  Popoes,  or  inhabitants  of  the  Thousand  Isles,  wear  a  bit 
of  stick,  the  size'of  a  tobacco-pipe  and  the  length  of  a  finger, 
thrust  dirough  the  gristle  of  the  nose,  which  they  think  ren- 
ders them  terrible  to  their  enemies,  as  some  Europeans  con- 
sider mustachios.  They  are  the  worst  and  most  savage  peo- 
ple in  all  the  South  Seas.  The  continent  of  New  Guinea 
appeared  a  high  country,  extremely  full  of  trees  and  plants 
of  a  vast  variety  of  kinds,  so  that^  in  sailing  400  leagues  along 
its  coast,  they  did  not  observe  one  barren  spot.  Our  author 
thinks  tliat  it  probably  contains  ;nany  precious  commodities, 
as  rich  metals  and  valuable  ^iccs,  especially  as  most  of  the 
countries  hitherto  discovered  under  the  same  parallel  are  not 
deficient  in  such  riches.  He  was  afterwards  assured,  that 
some  of  the  free  burgesses  in  the  Moluccas  go  annually  to 
New  Guinea,  where  they  exchange  small  pieces  of  iron  for 
nutmegs.  Schouten  and  other  navigators  conceived  high 
ideas  <^  this  country,  and  represented  it  as  one  of  the  finest 
and  richest  in  the  world ;  but  they  were  unable  to  penetrate 
any  way  into  the  interior,  which  could  not  be  done  with  a 
small  force,  as  it  is  extremely  populous,  and  the  natives  are 
mostly  well  armed,  and  of  a  martial  disposition. 

Roggcwein  and  his  officers  were  at  this  time  in  consider- 
able 
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able  doubts,  wliclhcr  to  prosecute  the  route  formerly  folkn^ 
cd  by  Daninicfy  or  to  go  by  Tcnmte»  I'idore,  and  BaciaiH 
as  the  less  dangerous  passage.  To  gain  time}  howcveff  tbcj 
chose  the  iormcry  as  iliey  must  otherwise  have  coasted  nmnd 
the  last-mentioned  islands,  in  theii'  way.  to  the  Moluccatt  b 
this  view,  they  steered  along  shore,  or  rather  through  on  in* 
numcntble  chain  of  small  Islands,  extending  from  theweitem 
point  of  New  Ciuinea  to  the  island  of  Gilolo,  making  thdr 
pa^^sage  with  much  difliculty  and  danger,  and  wcrq  ffKUlf 
delighted  and  astonislied  on  getting  sight  of  the  isuind  of 
Boino,  in  lat.  2^  S.  [3°  30'  S.  and  long.  127^  E.]  the  moit 
eastern  country  in  which  the  Dutch  East-India  Compaov 
maintain  a  factory.  This  island  is  mostly  pretty  high  laiia, 
and  abounds  every  where  with  trees  and  shrubs  of  varion 
kinds.  On  their  arrival  upon  its  coast,  they  were  spoken  with 
by  a  smull  vessel,  in  which  were  two  white  men  and  sevefsl 
blacks.  Hie  white  men  exanuned  them  very  strictly  to  whom 
they  belonged,  whence  they  came,  and  whither  they  wen 
bound.  To  which  they  answered,  that  they  came  from  New 
Guinea,  and  were  going  to  Uatavia,  but  wisely  concealed 
belonging  to  the  West-India  Company,  knowing  that  the 
East-India  Company  permitted  no  vessels,  except  their  oviii 
to  navigate  these  seas,  and  had  given  strict  onlers  to  captllR 
all  strange  vessels  that  niight  appear  there.  Yet,  in  spite  ef 
these  precautions^  the  Knglish  sometimes  find  their  ww 
among  these  islands,  to  the  no  small  displeasure  of  the  Dutch 
company,  although  they  keep  ships  -i:ruizing  here  during 
both  mcmsoons,  to  preserve  their  monopoly  of  spices. 

The  island  of  Bonro  is  about  forty  or  nfty  leagues  in  ci^ 
cumierence,  and  is  indiiferently  fertile,  formerly  produciog 
abundance  of  clove-trees;  but  a  detachment  of  Dutch  loi- 
diers  is  sent  yearly  to  grub  them  up,  as  they  do  also  in  the 
other  Molucca  islands,  because  Amboina  is  thought  to  pnn 
duce  enough  of  that  commodity  to  maintain  their  commerce. 
Formcily  also  the  Dutch  had  a  strong  fort  here,  which  the 
natives  took  and  deniohMicd  after  a  long  siege,  putting  sll 
the  garrison  to  the  sword.  At  present,  [in  1721,3  the  com- 
pany <'nly  sends  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to  root  out  the 
clove- trues,  for  which  the  inhahitants  receive  some  present 
The  'wo  whites  who  wi^re  on  board  this  Dutch  bark  were 
the  firMt  Cliristians  seen  by  llogijcwciii  for  the  space  of  ten 
months,  or  since  leaving  the  coast  of  ilrazil.  Continuinj; 
their  course  for  the  island  of  llootan^  in  ho(>es  of  mectinf; 
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with  reftediinentSj  of  which  they  were  now  in  extreme  want^ 
Aey  arrived  there  in  lat  4*  S.^  and  sailed  along  its -coast  for 
a  micte  day,  in  hoped  of  finding  the  strait  for  which  they 
mnphtf  and  at  length  found  they  were  eight  leagues  to  lee- 
ward cNf  ity  and  the  monsoon  now  blew  too  strong  to  be  able 
to  bear  up  for  the  intended  port.  They  bad  now  no  hopes 
of  being  able,  to  filid  any  port  for  refreshments  till  they 
should  arrive  at  the  island  of  Java ;  as^  wherever  they  might 
attempt  to  land,  they  well  knew  that  their  ships  would  be 
oonfiscated^  in  consequence  of  the  invariable  maxims  of  the 
EiMt-India  Company.  AH  men  therefore,  but  especially  the 
side  and  feeble^  cast  an  anxious  look  on  the  fertile  island 
now  left  behind  them,  presaging  the  melancholy  effects  which 
most  necessiurily  attend  so  pernicious  a  measure. 

Tlie  situation  of  the  island  of  Bootan  is  remarkably  advan- 
tifieonsy  being  in  from  4^  to  6°  of  S.  latitude,  and  nearly 
equal  in  size  to  the  island  of  Bouro.  It  is  extremely  fertile^ 
eqpecially  in  rice,  and  has  abundance  of  cattle  and  fish.  It 
would  also  produce  plenty  both  of  clove  and  nutmeg  trees,  if 
they  were  permitted  to  grow.  The  king  of  the  island  has  a 
Very  strong  fort,  on  which  the.Dutch  standard  is  displayedf 
though  there  is  no  Dutch  garrison ;  the  company  contenting 
itself  with  sending  deputies  yearly  to  see  the  spice  trees  de- 
stroyed, in  consideration  of  which  the  king  receives  a  consi- 
derable sum  yearly,  from  the  company.  This  nation  is  thc^ 
most  faithful  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  islands  to 
the  India  company,  having  not  only  assisted  them  in  expel- 
ling the  Portuguese,  but  also  against  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Moluccas,  whenever  they  have  attempted  to  revolt ;  by  which 
means  the  company  has  acquired  the  whole  trade  of  this  part 
of  the  world.  In  consideration  of  this,  the  inhabitants  of 
Bootan  ei^joy  many  privileges  that  are  denied  to  all  other 
Indians  :  As,  for  instance,  they  are  allowed  to  come  into  any 
of  the  Dutch  forts  armed,  which  is  never  allowed  even  to  the 
natives  of  ttie  countries  in  which  the  forts  are  situated.  Some 
time  before  this  voyage,  the  king  of  Bootan  sent  his  eldest 
son  ambassador  to  the  governor-general  of  Batavio,  where 
he  was  received  with  every  mark  of  honour  and  distinction. 
It  would  not  have  been  easy  to  have  known  this  prince  for 
an  Indian,  had  he  not  worn  a  triple-rowed  turban,  richly 
adorned  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  as  the  rest  of  his 
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dress  was  entirely  European,  and  be  wore  a  sword  inrteadcf 
a  cutlasst  which  no  Indian  had  done  before.     His  train 
numerous  and  splendid,  all  dressed  in  the  Indian 
Twelve  of  them  were  armed  with  cuirasses  and  bncklen^ 
rying  each  a  naked  sword  resting  on  his  shoulder.    At  tUl 
tune  there  was  a  prodigious  mortality  in  Batavia^  which  euw 
ried  off  />00  of  the  attendants  of  this  prince^  and  destrofri 
no  less  than  150,000  persons  in  one  year,  besides  vast  mnfc 
bers  of  beasts.  This  mortality  was  occasioned  by  a  malu^iuit 
pestilential  fever,  which  attacked  indiscriminately  all  toe  in- 
nabitants  of  Batavia,  Europeans,  natives,  Chinese,  and  bladi^ 
It  spread  also  through  Bengal  and  all  the  dominiooa  of  the 
Great  Mogul,  where  it  made  incredible  ravages,  and  exteoit 
ed  even  to  Japan  in  the  most  extreme  violence,  where  nim- 
bers  fell  down  dead  in  the  streets,  who  had  left  their  hooMi    ' 
in  perfect  health.     This  dreadful  malady  was  supposed  to 
have  arisen  from  excessive  drought,  as  no  rain  had  fiiDa    " 
during  the  space  of  two  years,  whence  it  was  conceired  tint 
the  air  was  surcharged  with  mineral  vapours. 

Leaving  the  island  of  Bootan,  and  passing  throndi  die 
channel  of  the  Moluccas,  or  between  the  S.Vv.  leg  of  Cele* 
bes  and  Salayr  islands,  during  which  course  the  crews  of  the 
two  vessels  suffered  inexpressible  miseries,  by  which  the 
greatest  part  of  them  were  carried  off,  Roggewem  arrived  OQ 
the  coast  of  Java  towards  the  close  of  September  l^t2» 


Section  VII. 

Occurrences  from  their  Arrival  at  the  Island  of  Java^  to  ik 
Confiscation  of  tlie  Ships  at  Batavia. 

RoGGEWEiN  came  to  anchor  immediately  in  the  rood  of  , 
Japara,  and  saluted  the  city  and  fort,  after  which  the  boiti 
were  hoisted  out  to  go  on  shore,  where  they  were  astonished 
to  find  that  it  was  Saturday,  whereas  on  quitting  their  sh^ 
they  conceived  it  to  be  Friday  morning.  This  was  occasioft* 
cd  by  having  come  round  from  the  cast  along  with  the  sm^ 
by  which  they  had  lost  a  day  in  their  reckoning.  RoggeweiR 
immediately  waited  upon  Ensign  Kustcr,  a  very  civd  aad 
well-behaved  gentleman,  who  commanded  there  on  the  part 
of  the  Easl-India  Company,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
his  motives  for  coming  to  this  place.     Knster  immcdia^ 
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Micmbled  a  conncilf  to  consider  what  measures  were  to  be 
lakeo  on  this  occasion,  and  all  were  much  moved  at  the  re- 
cital of  the  miseries  which  Roggewein  and  his  people  had 
cndored.  In  truth,  never  were  men  more  worthy  of  conw 
IMSsioD.  Onlv  ten  persons  remained  in  any  tolerable  healthy 
and  twentjT-six  were  down  in  various  sicknesses,  by  whicbf 
eidiisive  of  those,  who  had  been  slain  in  their  different  en- 
gagements with  the  Indians,  they  had  lost  seventy  men  du- 
ling  the  voyage.  Their  next  care  was  to  get  the  sick  men  on 
ahor^  which  was  done  with  all  care  and  diligence,  slinging 
them  in  their  hammocks  into  the  boats;  Four  of  these  poor 
people  were  in  so  low  a  condition  that  it  was  thought  impos-^ 
siUe  thev  could  bear  removal,  and  tlicy  were  therefore  left 
on  boara,  the,  very  thoughts  of  which,  after  tlieit  companions 
went  ashore,  soon  killed  them.  Those  who  were  carried  on 
shore  were  lodged  under  tents  in  an  island,  where  they  had 
ereiy  neeessary  aflbrded  them  that  tlie  country  produced^ 
yet  many  of  them  died. 

Mr  Kuster  sent  an  immediate  account  of  their  arrival  to 
the  commandant  of  the  coasts  of  Java,  who  instantly  for- 
warded it  to  Mr  Swaardekroon,  at  that  time  governor-gene- 
ral of  the  E^st  Indies.  He  sent  a  favourable  answer,  pro- 
mising every  assistance  in  his  power^  and  adding,  that  they 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  get  to  Batavia  as  soon  as  possible. 
While  waitmg  the  answer  of  the  governor-general  and  the 
recoveiy  of  their  sick,  they  passed  their  time  agreeably 
enough  at  Japara,  as  their  countrymen  used  them  with  all 
imaginable  kindness.  In  a  few  days^  the  seamen  became  as 
frohcsome  and  gay  as  if  they  had  made  a  pleasant  and  fortu- 
nate voyage;  insomuch,  that  those  who,  only  a  few  days 
before,  were  weeping,  sighing,  praying,  and  making  warm 
protestations  of  leading  new  lives,  if  God  in  his  mercy  were 
pleased  to  save  them,  now  ran  headlong  into  the  greatest  ex- 
travagances ;  spending  their  whole  time  in  debauched  houses, 
and  in  swearing  and  drinking.  This  our  author  attributed 
to  the  bad  example  of  those  among  whom  they  lived,  all  tho 
lower  people  at  Japara  being  as  lewd  and  profligate  as  could 
be  imagined ;  insomuch,  that  the  first  question  they  put  to 
atrangera  from  Europe  is,  if  they  have  brought  over  any 
new  oaths. 

The  town  of.  Japara  is  seated  at  the  bottom  of  a  mountain 
of  moderate  height,  is  of  a  middling  size,  and  is  inhabited  by 
Javans^  Chinese,  and  Dutch;  and  was  of  more  considerable 
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ffitent  than  now,  wh^n  iti  the  bands  of  the  Portdgue^.  Be*'* 
fore  getting  possiession  of  Jacatra,  now  Batatia,  th^  DMA' 
East-India  Company  had  their  principal  magazines  fbr  trddt* 
at  this  place,  which  was  their  chief  factory,  and  on  whicli  al' 
the  other  factories  in  Java  wer6  dependent ;  but  it  baa  fiJkn  ^ 
l]DDch  in  importance  since  the  factory  was  transferred  to  St-*'   | 
marang.    The  port  of  Japiara  is  both  safe  and  commodio^'  *; 
and  is  defended  by  a  fort,  built  mostly  of  wood,  on  the  to:    ; 
of  the  mountain  at  tile  foot  of  which  the  town  is  seated.  Dnfr 
fbrt  is  called  the  Invincible  Mountain,  because  the  JavtiMH' 
were  constantly  defeated  in  all  their  attempts  to  get  it  iDhr 
their  hands,  when  in  possession  of  the  Portuguese ;  imd  iH 
guns  command  the  whole  road. 

The  king  of  Japara  mostly  resides  at  a  place  called  Katt§*' 
suroy  about  twenty-nine  leagues  up  the  country,  where  tk 
Dutch  have  a  strong  fort  witn  a  good  garrison,  serving  at  tiie 
same  time  to  secure  their  conquest,  and  to  guard  the  long. 
This  prince  is  a  Mahomedan,  and  is  served  entirely  by  mh 
men,  of  wh6m  he  takes  as  many  as  he  pleases,  either  as  wiftt 
or  concubines.  Some  of  his  priests  are  obliged  to  go  eveiy 
year  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  in  order  to  make  vows  for  die 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  king  and  royal  family.  His  sub- 
jects are  extremely  faithful,  and  devoted  to  his  service ;  the 
principal  persons  of  his  court  having  to  approach  him  OQ 
their  knees,  every  time  they  have  an  audience ;  but  in  time 
of  war,  this  slavisn  custom  is  dispensed  with.  Such  as  coik 
mit  the  slightest  fault,  are  poniarded  on  the  spot  by  a  km 
or  dagger;  this  being  almost  the  only  punishment  in  oee 
among  them,  as  the  smallest  faults  and  the  greatest  criniei 
are  all  equally  capital.  The  natives  of  this  country  are  mostly 
of  a  very  brown  'complexion,  tolerably  well  shaped,  and 
having  long  black  hair,  which  however  many  of  them  cat 
short.  I'hcir  noses  are  all  flat  and  broad,  and  their  teeth  very 
black,  owing  to  the  incessant  chewing  of  betel  and  fau&I. 

The  faufel  or  areka  is  a  kind  of  nut,  not  much  unlike  a 
nutmeg,  but  smaller,  and  in  a  great  measure  tasteless^  but 
yieldiuii^  a  red  juice  when  chewed,  which  juice  also  is  used  by 
the  Indians  in  painting  chintzes,  so  much  admired  in  Eu- 
rope. The  tree  which  bears  this  nut  is  very  straight,  and  has 
leaves  like  those  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  I'he  betel  is  a  plant 
producing  loitg  rank  leaves,  shaped  like  those  of  the  citron, 
and  having  an  agreeable  bitter  taste.  The  fruit  of  this  plant 
resembles  a  lizard's  tail,  and  is  about  an  inch  and  half  k>n^ 
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hmng  tf  pleasant  aromatic  flisivour.  The  Indians  continnalhr 
carry  the  leaves  of  this  plant,  which  also  are  presented  at  au 
eeremoDious  visits.  They  are  almost  colntinually  chewing 
Huae  Icaresy  tod  they  mostly  qualify  their  extreme  bitterness 
by  die  addition  of  the  faufel  or  areka-nut^  and  the  powder 
01  calcined  oyster-shells,  which  give  them  a  very  agreeable 
tsrte;  though  Some  mix  their  betel  leaves  with  shell  lim^ 
smbargris,  and  cardamom  seeds,  while  others  use  Chinese 
tobacco.  After  all  the  juice  is  chewed  out,  they  throw  away 
die  remaining  dry  mass.  Many  Europeans  have  got  into  the 
habit  of  chewing  betel,  so  that  they  cannot  leave  it  off,  though 
it  has  proved  fatal  to  some  of  them ;  for  the  natives  are  veiy 
ddMhl  in  preparing  betel  so  as  to  do  a  man's  business  as  e&. 
Actually  as  a  pistol  or  a  dagger. 

The  prevailing  diversion  among  these  people  is  called 
tandakes,  which  are  a  kind  of  comedies,  acted  by  women  very 
richly  dressed,  and  consists  chiefly  in  singing  and  dancing^ 
accompanied  by  music,  not  very  pleasant  to  European  ears^ 
the  only  instruments  being  small  drums,  on  which  they  beat 
with  much  dexterity.  Their  dancing  is  mostly  of  a  grotesque 
fa'nd,  in  which  they  are  very  dexterous^  throwing  their  bodies 
into  all -torts  of  postures  with  astonishing  agility,  and  ex- 
t>re88ing  by  them  the  passions  of  the  mind  so  comically,  that 
I  18  impossible  to  refrain  from  laughing.  The  men  also 
sractise  a  kind  of  war  dance,  in  which  the  king  and  grandees 
lear  a  part.  They  also  practise  cock-fighting,  like  the  Eng- 
ishy  and  bet  such  considerable  sums  on  this  sport  as  often 
i^ggars  them. 

liie  countrv  abounds  in  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  having 
ibnndance  of'^  beeves  and  hogs,  and  amazing  quantities  of 
owls.  The  only  thing  scarce  is  mutton,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
ichness  of  the  pasture^  which  is  very  apt  to  burst  the  sheep. 
%8  to  wild  animals,  they  have  buffaloes^  stags,  tygers,  and 
hinoceroses ;  which  last  animal  is  hunted  by  the  Indiana 
rhiefly  for  the  sake  of  its  horns,  of  which  they  make  drink- 
ng  cups  that  are  greatly  valued^  owing  to  a  notion  that  they 
^1  not  contain  poison,  but  break  immediately  on  that  being 
MHired  into  them.  The  high  price  of  these  tends  to  shew 
hat  the  Javanese  are  addicted  to  the  infamous  practice  of 
x>isoning.  The  land  is  every  where  extremely  fertile,  pro- 
iucing  vast  abundance  of  pepper,  ginger^  cinnamon,  rice, 
*ardamoms,  and  other  valuable  articles.  Of  late  they  have 
>lanted  coBcet  and  with  such  success  as  to  have  a  reasonable 
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hope  of  rendering  it  a  principal  commodity  of  the  coiintiji 
Cocoarnuts,  figs,  and  a  variety  of  other  excellent  fruits  gnm 
every  where  in  the  greatest  profusion ;  and  at  the  trees  ot- 
which  they  grow  are  verdant  during  thewholc  year,  and  sit 
planted  in  rows  along  the  rivers,  they  form  the  most  agN**- 
able  walks  that  can  be  conceived.  Sugar-canes  also  abooni 
in  Java.  Thoy  have  al»>o  plenty  of  vines,  which  prodoer 
ripe  grapes  seven  times  every  year,  but  ihcy  are  only  fit  6r 
making  raisins,  nnd  not  wine,  being  too  hastily  ripened  bf 
the  climate.  The  son,  and  all  the  rivers,  furnish  an  infiDiM 
variety  of  the  finest  fish*  Thus,  taking  it  altogether,  it  msj 
be  sa&Iy  aflirmcd  that  Java  is  one  of  tiie  most  plentiful  and 
plcasantest  islands  in  the  world. 

Having  refreshed  at  Japara  for  about  a  month,  Kogge* 
wein  began  to  think  of  nrocceding  to  Batavia,  encouraged 
by  the  fine  promises  of  tnc  governor-general.  Every  thing 
being  ready,  the  voyagers  Kpent  two  days  in  taking  leave  of 
their  kind  friends^  who  supplied  them  with  all  sorts  of  pro> 
visions,  much  more  than  sufTicient  for  so  short  a  voyngc^ 
and  thcv  at  length  departed,  feeling  a  sensible  regret  at  ptrl* 
ing  with  those  who  had  treated  them  with  so  much  kind- 
ness, relieving  all  their  wants  with  so  much  generosity^  and 
hod  enabled  tliem  to  spend  several  weeks  in  peace  and  plen- 
ty, after  a  l<mg  period  of  sickness  and  misery.  Steering 
from  thence  about  seventy  leagues  to  the  westwards,  with  s 
fair  wind,  they  entered  the  road  of  13atavia,  where  they  sain- 
ted the  fort,  and  anchored  close  to  the  ships  that  were  bad* 
ing  for  the  voyage  home,  believing  that  all  their  di»tmiei. 
were  now  over,  and  that  they  should  speedily  accompany 
these  other  ships  homewards.  As  soon  as  the  hhi\n  wen 
safely  anchored,  Uoggewein  went  along  with  the  other  cap- 
tains htto  his  boat,  meaning  to  have  j^onc  ashore  to  Hatavi% 
but  had  not  proceeded  far  irom  the  ship  when  he  met  a  boat 
liaving  the  conmiandant  of  Hatavia  on  Iniard,  together  widi 
the  fiscal,  and  some  other  members  of  the  council,  by  whoa 
lie  was  desired  to  go  back  to  Im  ship,  which  he  did  imina* 
diatcly;  and,  when  the  two  boats  came  within  liearingof 
the  ships,  the  fiscal  proclaimed,  with  a  loud  voice,  that  bodi 
ships  were  confiscated  by  order  of  the  governor-genernL  At 
this  time  both  ships  were  so  environt^d  by  other  large  vcfidi 
l>elonging  to  the  East  India  Company,  that  it  was  impos* 
fiible  to  have  escaped,  if  they  had  so  inclined ;  and  soona^ 
tcr wards  several  hundred  soldiers  came  on  board,  taking 
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on  of  both  ships,  and  placing  their  crews  under  safe 
•  Taught  by  so  many  and  such  unlooked-for  misfor* 
ftoggewein  now  thoroughly  repented  having  propo- 
eturn  home  by  way  of  the  East  Indies,  but  was  now 
tiind  hand.  He  had  neglected  prosecuting  the  dis- 
on  which  he  had  been  scntf  for  which  he  now  suffer-^ 
St  punishment  from  the  East  India  Company,  how- 
just  in  itself  the  sentence  might  be  considered.  By 
tencc,  both  ships  were  declared  legal  prizes,  and  all 
kIs  they  contained  were  confiscated  j  and  to  prevent 
ble  and  delay  from  representations,  reclamations,  or 
als^  every  thing  was  immediately  exposed  to  public 
,  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidders.  The  crews  of  both 
ere  divided,  and  put  on  board  several  of  the  home^ 
ound  ships. 

Section  VI II. 

iion  of  Batavia  and  the  Island  ofJavat  with  some  Ac' 
\  of  the  Government  of  tite  Dutch  £dst  India  Company^t 
in* 

city  of  Batavia  lies  in  the  lat.  of  (f  20'  S.  and  long. 
.  from  Greenwich,  b^ii^g  the  capital  of  all  the  vast  do- 
8  belonging  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  ser- 
8o  as  the  emporium  of  its  prodigious  trader  where  alt 
^rchandise  and  riches  of  that  princely  and  wealthy 
ny  are  laid  up.  It  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutcn 
ny  in  1618,  till  which  time  it  was  known  by  the  name 
itraf  and  soon  afterwards  they  built  a  fort  in  the 
ourhood  of  that  native  city,  to  which  they  gave  the 
>f  Batavia.  By  the  time  this  was  hardly  well  finished, 
dves  of  the  island  attacked  it,  animatra  and  assisted 
English,  and  repeated  their  attempts  several  times, 
(rays  unsuccessfully,  and  to  their  great  loss.  The  last 
hey  kept  it  blockaded  for  a  considerable  time,  till  suc- 
.  by  a  powerful  squadron  from  Europe  under  Admiral 
when  the  siege  was  immediately  raised,  and  the  no* 
bliged  to  retire  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  The 
had  now  leisure  to  consider  tBe  excellent  situation  of 
t,  and  the  many  advantages  it  possessed  for  becoming 
itrc  of  their  East  Indian  trade  and  dominion,  on  which 
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tlicy  resolved  to.  build  a  town  in  the  neighbourhood  p 
fort.  With  this  view  they  dcmoh'sbed  Jacatra,  and  en 
on  its  ruins  this  famous  commercial  city,  which  they  ni 
Batavla. 

Tills  city  arrived  at  perfection  in  a  short  time,  by  th 
traordinary  diligence  bestowed  upon  its  constructioi 
dpite  of  the  many  obstacles  it  met  wilh  from  the  two  kis 
Matarana  and  Hantam ;  the  former  of  whom  laid  sic^e 
in  1629,  and  the  latter  in  1649.  It  is  surroundecfl 
earthen  rampart  of  twenty-one  feet  thick,  faced  on  the 
side  with  stone,  and  strengthened  by  twenty-two  bast 
the  whole  environed  by  a  ditch  forty-five  yards  wide, 
quite  full  of  water,  especially  in  spnng-tidcs.  All  th< 
proachcs  to  the  town  are  defended  by  several  detached 
all  of  which  are  well  furnished  with  excellent  brnss  cai 
Six  of  these  are  so  considerable  as  to  deserve  being  pai 
larly  mentioned,  which  are,  Ansiol,  Anke,  Jacatra,  llyi 
Noordywyk,  and  Vythock.  The  fort  of  Amiol  is  seati 
a  river  of  the  same  name,  to  the  eastwards,  and  about 
yards  from  the  city,  being  built  cntirelv  of  squared  i 
and  always  provided  with  a  strong  garrison.  Anke  is 
river  of  the  same  name,  to  the  westwards,  about  500  ^ 
from  the  city,  and  is  built  like  the  former.  Jacatra  lies  al 
a  river  of  the  same  name,  and  is  exactly  like  the  two  foi 
being  500  paces  from  the  city.  The  road  to  this  fort  lii 
tween  two  regular  rows  of  fine  trees,  having  very  fine  c 
try  houses  and  gardens  on  each  side,  llie  other  three 
are  all  built  of  similar  materials  on  the  inland  side  o 
city,  and  at  small  distances ;  the  two  first-named  servn 
secure  the  city  on  the  side  of  the  sea,  and  the  other  fo 
defend  the  approaches  towards  it  from  the  land,  and  f 
same  time  to  protect  the  country  houses,  plantations, 
gardens  of  the  inhabitants.  Hy  these,  all  enemies  are 
vented  from  coming  upon  the  city  by  surprise,  as  on  < 
side  they  would  be  sure  to  meet  a  formidable  resistance; 
besides,  no  person  is  allowed  to  pass  the  forts,  even 
wards,  unless  with  a  passport. 

The  river  of  Jacatra  passes  through  the  middle  of  the 
and  supplies  water  to  fifteen  canals,  all  faced  with  frees 
and  adorned  on  each  side  with  ever-green  trees,  afford 
charming  prospect.  Over  these  cutiaJK,  which  are  all  n 
the  city,  tlierc  are  fifty-six  bridges,  besides  others  wi 
the  town.    The  streets  are  all  periectly  straight,  and  i 
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flBoeral  thirty  feet  broad  on  each  side,  besides  the  breadili  of 
w  canals.  The  houses  are  built  of  stone,  mostly  of  several 
jlories  high,  like  those  in  the  cities  of  Holland.  The  city  of 
JBetavia  is  abo^t  a  league  and  a  half  in  circuit,  but  is  sur- 
fppuded  by  a  vast  number  of  houses  without  the  walls,  which 
nay  be  considered  as  forming. suburbs,  and  in  which  therp 
il'ten  times  the  population  tnat  is  within  the  city.  It  has 
£ve  gates,  ijucluding  that  leading  to  the  port,  near  to  which 
therp  is  a  boom,  or  barrier,  which  is  shut  every  night  at  nine 
o'doqk,  and  at  w.hich  there  is  a  strong  guard  of  soldiers 
night  and  day.  There  were  formerly  six  gates,  but  one  of 
thoe  has  since  been  walled  up.  There  is  a  very  fine  stadt- 
bonse^  or  town-hall,  and  four  churches  for  the  Calvinists. 
Xbe  first  of  these,  named  Kruist-kirkf  or  Crossrchurch,  was 
built  in  1640,  and  the  second  in  1672,  and  in  both  of  these 
the  worship  is  in  the  Dutch  language.  The  third  church 
bdoDgs  to  the  proteUant  Portuguese,  and  the  fourth  is  for 
the  Malays  who  have  been  converted  to  the  reformed  Chris- 
tian religion.  Besides  these,  there  are  abundance  of  other 
places  of  worship  for  various  sorts  of  religions. 

They  have  likewise  in  this  city  a  Spin-hays^,  or  house  of 
correction  for  the  confinement  of  disorderly  women ;  an  or- 
phan-house, and  arsenal  of  marine  stores,  and  many  maga- 
eines  for  spiceries;  Also  many  wharfs,  docks,  rope-walks^ 
and  other  public  buildings.  The  garrison  usually  consists 
of  from  two  to  three  thousand  men.  Besides  the  forts  for- 
merly mentioned,  the  famous  citadel  or  castle  of  Batavia  is  a 
fine  regular  fortification,  having  four  bastionsy  situated  at  the 
month  of  the  river  opposite  to  the  city ;  two  of  its  bastions 
fronting  towards  the  sea  and  commanding  the  anchorage^ 
while  me  other  two  face  towards  the  city.  There  arc  two 
main  gates  to  the  citadel,  one  called  the  Company *s  gate, 
which  was  built  in  1636,  to  which  leads  a  stone  bridge  of 
fourteen  arches,  each  of  which  is  twentv-six  feet  span,  and 
ten  feet  wide.  The  other  is  called  the  Water-gate.  Besides 
which,  there  arc  two  posterns,  one  in  the  east  curtain,  and 
the  other  in  the  west,  neither  of  which  are  ever  opened  ex- 
cept for  the  purposes  of  the  garrison.  In  this  citadel  the 
governor-general  resides,  having  a  brick  palace  two  stories 
high,  with  a  noble  front  of  Italian  architecture.  Opposite  to 
this  palace  is  that  of  the  director-general,  who  is  next  in  rank 
to  the  governor.  The  counsellors  and  other  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  conipany  have  also  their  apartments  within  the 

citadel. 
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citfuloli  together  with  the  chief  physicioiif  chief  rargeonp 
cliicf  apothecary.  Tliere  is  also  a  remarkably  neat  and 
•mull  cluircli ;  and  there  are  many  magazines  and  store-bi 
scsy  well  furnished  with  ammunition  and  military  stores  |i 
in  it  are  the  oflices  in  which  all  the  affairs  of  the  compoDjI 
transacted,  and  archives  for  containing  all  the  records. 

Besideb  many  Dutcli,  all  of  whom  are  either  in  tlie  seni 
of  the  company  or  free  burgesses,  the  city  is  inhabited  fag 
vnst  number  of  people  of  many  difierent  Indian  nationsi  I 
sides  many  Portuguese,  French,  and  oilier  EuropeanSf  a 
blii^hcd  hero  on  account  of  trade.  The  Portuguese  arc  moi 
descendants  of  those  who  lived  ibrmerly  here  or  at  Gooi  i 
who,  finding  their  account  in  living  under  the  governmenl 
the  Dutch,  did  not  think  proper  to  rrniovc  lifter  the  Dal 
liad  redurcnl  the  country;  but  iiir  the  greater  number 
these  are  now  of  the  reformed  religion.  The  Indian  inl 
bitants  consist  of  Javanese,  or  natives  of  the  island,  Chim 
Malays,  negroes,  Amboinese,  Armenians,  natives  of  the  isli 
of  Bali,  Miirdykers,  Macassars,  Hougis,  and  others*  It  1 
Tcry  curious  thing  to  see  so  great  a  multitude  of  difierentl 
tions  all  living  in  the  same  great  city,  and  each  nation  i 
cording  to  their  own  manners.  Kvery  moment  one  secsB 
customs,  strange  manners,  variet'.os  of  dresses,  and  faoss 
diflerent  colours,  as  black,  white,  brown,  yellow,  and  olv 
coloured;  every  one  living  an  he  pleases,  and  all  apeaki 
their  diflcTcnt  languages.  Yet,  amidst  all  this  variety 
people  and  customs  so  opposite  to  each  other,  there  is  a  si 
prising  unity  among  the  citizens,  oceaHJoned  by  the  odvan 

{(cs  of  commerce,  the  common  object  of  all,  so  that  they  I 
larmoniously  ond  happily  under  the  geiale  and  pnidi 
laws  established  by  the  company.  All  enjoy  perfect  libel 
of  conscience,  whatever  nuiy  be  their  religion  or  sect^  01 
that  none  are  permitted  the  public  exercise  of  their  rdigl 
except  the  Calvinists,  any  more  than  in  Holland,  so  tl 
priests  and  monks  must  not  walk  the  streets  in  the  habits 
their  respective  orders.  All  are  however  allowed  to  live  h 
in  peace,  and  may  exercise  the  rites  of  their  religion  will 
doors.  Jesuits  are,  however,  excludc^l,  for  fear  of  their  i 
trigues;  and  the  Chinese  religion,  because  of  its  abominal 
idolatry,  is  obliged  to  have  its  pagoda,  or  idol  temple,  abi 
a  league  from  the  citv,  where  alno  they  bury  their  dead. 

Kvery  liulian  nation  settled  at  IhUavia  has  its  chief 
iiead,  who  wutclics  over  the  interests  of  his  nation,  but  isi 

allovi 
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'•Dowed  to  decide  upon  any  thing  of  importance,  his  chief 
InctioDs  being  those  of  religion,  and  to  decide  slight  con- 
troierues  among  his  countrymen.  The  Japanese  chiefly 
addict  diemsehres  to  agriculture,  ship-building,  and  fishing. 
'These  peqpl^  for  the  roost  part,  only  wear  a  kind  of  short 
iKCticoat,  reaching  to  their  knees,  all  the  rest  of  their  bodies 
banff  ni^ed,  having  also  a  sort  of  scarf  or  sash  across  their 
thoolders,  iit>m  which  hangs  a  short  sword.  On  their  heads 
dicy  wear  small  bonnets.  Their  huts  or  cabins  are  remark* 
Mj  neater  than  those  of  the  other  Indians,  built  of  split 
haiAoos^  with  large  spreading  roofs,  under  which  they  sit 
m  the  open  air. 

The  Chinese  are  very  numerous,  as  it  is  reckoned  diere  are 
tf  least  five  thousand  of  them  in  the  city  and  its  suburbs. 
lliese  people  seem  naturally  born  for  trade,  and  are  great 
foemies  to  idleness,  thinking  nothing  too  hard  or  laborioos 
lint  is  attended  with  a  prospect  of  gain.  They  can  live  on 
vwv  little^  are  bold,  enterprising,  possessed  of  much  address, 
oaindefatigably  industrious.  Their  sagacity,  penetration, 
mi  subtil^,  are  so  extraordinary  as  to  make  good  their  own 
nyin^  ^  That  the  Dutch  have  only  one  eye,  while  they  have 
tro;''  bnt  they  are  deceitful  beyond  measure,  taking  a  pride 
ai  inqxwing  on  those  who  deal  with  them,  and  even  boast  of 
that  cunning  of  which  they  ought  to  be  ashamed.  In  hus- 
bandry and  navigation  they  surpass  all  the  other  nations  of 
India.  Most  of  the  sugar-mills  around  Batavia  belong  to 
them,  and  the  distillery  of  arrack  is  entirely  in  their  hands. 
They  are  the  carriers  of  eastern  Asia,  and  even  the  Dutch 
sften  make  use  of  their  vessels.  They  keep  all  the  shops  and 
nost  of  the  inns  of  Batavia,  and  tarm  all  the  duties  of  excise 
ind  coatoms.  Generally  speaking,  they  are  well-made  men, 
jf  an  olive  complexion,  their  beads  being  peculiarly  round, 
irith  small  eyes,  and  short  flat  noses.  They  do  not  cut  their 
lur,  as  all  in  China  are  obliged  to  do  since  the  Tartars  con- 
|iitf  ed  the  country ;  and  whenever  any  one  comes  to  Bata- 
fia.  from  China,  he  immediately  suffers  his  hair  to  grow,  as  a 
:oken  of  freedom,  dressing  it  with  the  utmost  care;  their 
3rie«t8  only  excepted^  whose  heads  are  all  close  shaven. 

The  Chinese  co  always  bare  headed,  carrying  an  umbrel- 
a  in  their  hands  to  keep  off  the  sun ;  and  they  suffer  their 
lails  to  grow  immoderately  long,  which  gives  them  prodi- 
gious dexterity  in  slight  of  hand,  an  art  of  considerable  im- 
lortanoe  as  they  use  it.     Their  dress  here  differs  materially 

from 
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from  what  they  wear  in  their  own  country,  their  cotton  i 
being  Tery  ample,  and  their  sleeves  very  wide.  Belo\i 
they  have  a  kind  of  breeches  reaching  to  their  ancles,  ha 
a  kind  of  little  slippers  on  their  feet  instead  of  shoes,  am 
ver  wear  stockings.  Their  women,  who  arc  very  brisk, 
]y,  impudent,  and  debauched,  wear  very  lon*^  cotton  r 
In  general,  the  Chinese  have  no  distinction  of  meats,  bi 
without  ceremony  of  any  animal  that  comes  to  hand, 
even  dog,  cat,  or  rat,  or  what  it  may.  They  are  amaz 
fond  of  shows  and  entertainments.  Their  feast  of  the 
year,  which  they  celebrate  in  the  beginning  of  March, 
monly  lasts  a  whole  month ;  during  which  they  do  no 
but  divert  themselves^  chicHy  in  dancing,  which  they  dc 
jtrange  manner,  running  round  about  to  the  sound  of  gi 
flutes,  and  trumpets,  which  do  not  form  a  very  agrc 
concert.  They  use  the  same  music  at  their  comedie 
theatrical  diversions,  of  which  they  arc  extremely  fond :  1 
comedies  consist  of  a  strange  mixture  of  drama,  operaj 
.pantomime^  as  they  sometimes  sing,  sometimes  speaks 
at  other  times  the  whole  business  of  the  scene  consists  ii 
ture.  They  have  none  but  women  players,'  who  are  bn 
up  to  this  employment  from  their  infancy ;  but  many  of 
act  male  parts,  using  proper  disguises  for  the  pui 
Whenever  they  act  a  comedy,  the  city  receives  fifty  ci 
for  a  licence.  They  erect  the  theatre  in  the  street,  in 
of  the  house  of  him  who  is  at  the  expcnce  of  the  play 
subject  of  which  always  turns  on  the  exploits  of  their  an 
heroes,  or  the  austerities  of  their  old  saints. 

The  funerals  of  the  Chinese  are  very  singular,  as  w 
very  rich  and  pompous,  forming  grand  and  solemn  pi 
sions,  in  which  sometimes  at  least  /iOO  persons  of  both 
assist,  the  women  being  all  cloathed  in  white.  At  the 
ncrals  they  employ  music  to  heighten  the  shew,  togethei 
coloured  umbrellas  and  canopies,  carrying  their  prii 
idol,  which  they  call  Joostie  de  Balavia,  under  one  of 
canopies.  Their  tombs  are  some  of  them  very  magoif 
They  follow  the  idolatrous  religion  of  their  native  coc 
and  have  a  pagoda,  or  idol  temple,  about  the  distanoB 
league  from  the  city,  where  they  assemble  ibrworahqpw.. 

'  This  may  possibly  have  been  the  ouc  at  this>< 
arc  assured  by  recent  travcUeffi  in^ 
■ven  playcrb,  the  female  ptfl» 
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are  perhaps  the  grossest  idolaters,  and  the  most  ridiculoiis  in 
their  opinions,  of  all  the  pagans  of  the  cast,  as  they  openlj 
jnofisss  to  worship  and  adore  the  deyiL  This  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  their  ignorance  or  unbelief  in  a  God,  but  rather 
fiom  mistaken  notions  in  their  belief  concerning  him.  They 
sa^  that  God  is  infinitely  good  and  merciful,  giving  to  man 
every  thing  he  poss^ses,  and  never  doing  any  hurt ;  and 
therefore  Uiat  there  is  no  need  to  worship  him.  But  with 
the  devil,  th^fcAuthor  of  all  ill,  they  are  desirous  to  live  upon 
good  terms;*nn  to  omit  nothing  that  can  entitle  them  to  his 
good  graces.  It  is  the  devil  therefore  whom  they  represent 
by  the  idol  above  mentioned,  and  in  whose  honour  they  have 
fiequently  great  feasts  and  rejoicings. 
'  Like  the  Javons,  the  Chinese  are  extravagantly  addicted 
to  gaming  and  laying  wagers ;  and  this  humour,  especially 
at  oock-faghts  and  the  new-year's  feasts,  drives  them  sonuy 
dmea  into  downright  madness.  They  will  not  only  stake  and 
lose  their  money,  goods,  and  houses,  but  sometimes  their 
wives  and  chikiren ;  and  when  these  are  all  lost,  will  stake 
Aeir  beards,  nails,  and  winds ;  that  is^  they  bind  themselves 
not  to  shave  their  beards,  pare  their  nails,  or  go  on  board 
ihip  to  trader  till  they  have  paid  their  game  debts.  When 
leduced  to  this  condition,  they  are  forced  to  hire  themselves 
as  the  bond  slaves  of  some  other  Chinese.  Under  such  mis« 
fortunes  their  only  resource  is^  that  some  relative,  either  at 
Batavia  or  China,  pays  their  debts  out  of  compassion,  and 
by  that  means  reinstates  them  in  their  property  and  free-^ 
dom. 

The  Malays  who  live  at  Batavia  usually  employ  themselves 
in  fishing,  having  very  neat  and  shewy  vessels,  the  sails  of 
which  are  most  ingeniously  constructed  of  straw.  These  are 
a  most  wicked  and  profligate  people,  who  often  commit  atro* 
cioos  murders  for  very  trifling  gain.  They  profess  the  Ma- 
homedan  religion,  but  are  so  absolutely  devoid  of  moral 
principle,  that  they  even  make  a  boast  and  merit  of  cheating 
Christians.  Their  last  chief  was  publicly  whipped  and  brand- 
ed for  his  frauds  and  villainies,  his  goods  confiscated,  and 
he  himself  banished  to  Ceylon ;  since  when  they  have  been 
ashamed  to  elect  another  chief.  Their  habits  are  of  silk  or 
cotton,  the  men  wearing  a  piece  of  cotton  round  their  heads, 
and  their  black  hair  tied  into  a  knot  behind. 

The  blacks  or  negroes  at  Batavia  are  mostly  Mahomedans, 

who  come  chiefly  from  Bengal,  dressing  like  the  Malays^ 

VOL.  XI.  J  and 


ISO  Early  CircunmavigaHom.        part  ii«  boo 

ond  living  in  tho  lame  quarter  of  tho  city.  Some  of 
work  ut  different  mechanic  trades,  and  others  are  a  ki 
pedlars ;  but  tho  most  conHidcrable  of  them  trade  in  i 
lor  buildings,  which  thoy  bring  from  the  neighbouring  id 

llie  Jmbohieae  are  chiefly  employed  in  building  boa 
bamlxiosi  the  wiudowH  of  which  arc  mode  of  split  canesj 
nicely  wrought  in  various  %ures.  They  are  a  bold  be 
OU8  rucci  and  bo  turbulent  that  they  are  not  pemitted  i 
side  in  the  cilyi  but  have  their  citiartor  neai^tho  CI 
burying  ground.  The  chief  of  their  own  nanODi  to  i 
tliey  pay  the  utmost  subnu'Ksioti,  han  a  magnificent  hoi 
ttieir  <juarter,  well  furnished  after  their  manner.  Their 
are  chiefly  large  subroi  and  long  bucklers.  Tho  men  n 
piece  of  cotton  cloth  wrapped  round  tlicir  heads,  the  ci 
which  hang  down  behinJ,  and  adorn  this  species  of  ti 
with  a  variety  of  flowers,  llieir  women  wear  a  close  1 
and  a  cotton  mantle  over  their  shoulders,  having  their 
bare.  l*heir  houses  are  built  of  bourdH,  thatched  with  I 
usually  two  or  three  storic*s  high,  the  ground  floor  espc 
being  divided  into  several  apartments. 

The  Mardi/kvn  or  Topams  are  idolaters  from  varioi 
dian  nations,  and  follow  various  trades  and  professions 
their  merchants,  under  licences  or  passports  from  the 
iMiny,  carry  on  considenible  commerce  among  the  i 
bouring  islands.  ISoiiie  of  these  people  are  gardeners,  < 
rear  cattle,  and  others  breed  (owls.  The  men  of  this  i 
tribe  generally  dres»  after  the  Dutch  fashion,  but  the  w 
wear  the  habits  of  other  IndiaUK.  Thene  people  dwell 
in  the  city  and  country,  their  houses  being  better  than 
of  the  other  IndiaiiH,  buill  of  stone  or  brick,  several  s 
high,  and  very  neat.  There  are  also  some  Macaiten  $ 
tavia,  so  famous  (or  their  little  i)oisoned  arrows,  whici; 
blow  from  tubes.  This  poison  is  mode  of  the  iuice  of) 
tain  tree,  which  grows  in  MacasKer  and  the  /ioiigM  isi 
jnlo  which  they  dip  the  points  of  the  arrows  and  allow 
to  dry.  The  wound  inflicted  by  these  arrows  is  abso 
mortal.  The  liougU  are  natives  of  three  or  four  islandl 
Macasscr,  and  since  the  conciuest  of  that  island  have  i 
at  Uatavia.  They  are  very  bold  and  hardy  fellowi,  for ' 
reason  they  are  employed  as  soldiers  by  the  company. 
arms  are  bows  and  arrowH,  with  s^ibres  and  bucklers. 
hides  these  enumerated  nations,  which  contribute  to 
the  population  of  Jiatavia,  tliere  ore  several  Armeniai 
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odicr  AsiaticB  who  reside  there  occaskmally  far  die 
if  trader  and  stay  no  longer  than  thdr  affimrs  reqaireu 
le  «il»«ii^»i*i«  around  Batavia,  and  far  a  tra^  c^  about 
lesgoes  aloi^  the  mountams  of  the  country  of  BantRm» 
nmediatdy  subject  to  the  govenu»>-general,  who  sends 
mb  or  commissaries  among  them,  to  administer  justice^ 

0  collect  the  public  revenues ;  and  the  chief  men  of  the 
il  districts  resort  at  certain  times  to  Batavia,  to  give  an 
nt  of  the  behaviour  of  these  commissaries. 

m  city  of  Batavia,  and  all  the  dominions  possessed  by 
an^Mmy  in  the  East  Indies,  are  governed  by  two  su- 
t  councils,  one  of  which  is  named  the  Council  of  the 
i^  and  the  other  the  Council  of  Justice  both  of  wiiich 
Bed  at  Batavia,  the  capital  of  the  dominions  belonging 
t  company.  To  the  first  of  these  belong  all  matters  of 
nttent^  and  the  entire  direction  of  public  affidrs^  and 
)  other  the  administration  of  justice  in  all  its  branches, 
pivemor-general  always  presided  in  the  former  of  these 
Hb,  which  is  ordinarily  composed  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
m^  called  counsellors  of  the  Indies;  but  it  seldom  hap- 
that  these  are  all  at  Batavia  at  one  time^  as  they  are 
\j  promoted  to  the  seven  governments  which  are  at  the 
lal  of  the  company.  This  council  assembles  regulariy 
ar-week,  besides  as  often  extraordinarily  as  the  governor 
s.  They  deliberate  on  all  affairs  concerning  the  inte- 
f  the  company,  and  superintend  the  government  of  the 

1  of  Java  and  its  dependencies:  But  in  affiiirs  of  very 
importance^  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  di- 

-a  of  the  company  in  Europe  must  be  had.  From  this 
cil  of  the  Indies,  orders  and  instructions  are  soit  to  all 
Jier  governments,  which  must  be  implicitly  obeyed.  In 
ooncil,  all  letters  addressed  to  the  governor  or  director- 
al  arc  read  and  debated,  and  answers  agreed  upon  by 
nality  of  voices. 

e  Ciouncil  of  Justice  consists  of  a  president,  who  is  ge-^ 
|y  a  counsellor  of  the  Indies,  together  with  eight  coun- 
r  of  justice  a  fiscal  or  attorney-general  for  affiurs  of 
nment,  another  fiscal  for  maritime  affiurs,  and  a  secre-^ 

The  first  fiscal  has  a  vote  along  with  the  counsellorsy 
neoaves  a  third  part  of  all  fines  below  an  hundred  flo- 
and  a  sixth  part  of  all  above  that  sum.  The  duty  of  his 

is  to  observe  that  the  laws  are  obeyed,  and  to  prefer 
nalioiis  against  those  who  break  them.    The  fisctf  of 

tlie 
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the  sea  has  jurisdiction  over  all  frauds  committed  in* 
mercef  in  cases  of  piracy,  or  in  whatever  tends  to  disturb  tk 
settled  rules  of  maritime  affairs.  Besides  these  soirereign  tfr 
bunalsy  there  is  a  council  of  the  city  of  Batavia^  oontistnigcC 
nine  burgomasters  or  aldermen,  including  a  presidentf  wk» 
is  always  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and  a  vi» 
president.  The  bailifi*of  the  city,  and  the  commissary  of  tbt 
adjacent  tciTitory,  have  also  scats  in  this  council,  to  whisk 
likewise  there  is  a  secretary. 

The  govenior-general  is  head  of  the  empire  bclonging.to 
the  company  in  India,  being  as  it  were  staatholder,  capuin* 
general,  and  admiral  of  the  Indies.  By  his  office  he  is  pi^ 
sidcnt  of  the  supreme  council,  in  which  he  has  two  voiosb 
He  has  the  keys  of  all  the  magazines,  and  directs  every  tlmif 
belonging  to  them,  without  being  accountable  to  any  ons^ 
He  commands  by  his  own  proper  authority,  and  every  psri 
son  is  bound  to  obey  him,  so  that  his  authority  equals^  nd 
even  surpasses,  that  of  several  European  sovereigns,  Butks 
is  accountable  to,  and  rcmoveable  by  the  directors  at  boii& 
In  cases,  however,  of  being  guilty  of  treason,  or  any  olhsr 
enormous  crime,  the  Council  of  Justice  have  a  right  to  seise 
his  person  and  call  him  to  account.  In  case  the  oovemofw 
general  dies  or  resigns  his  office,  the  Council  of  the  Indiei 
meets  and  elects  a  successor,  when  they  immediately  write  to 
the  directors  at  home,  desiring  them  to  confirm  and  appravs 
their  choice.  They  also  write  to  the  same  purpose  to  As 
states-general  of  the  United  Provinces,  who  have  reserved  Is 
themselves  the  power  of  confirming  or  excluding  a  govenwfr 
general.  It  is  usual,  however,  for  Uie  directors  aacithe  slils 
to  confirm  the  choice  of  the  council,  and  to  send  him  kUcn 

{>atent,  conformable  to  the  desire  of  tlic  council ;  yet  thsic 
lavc  lx*cn  some  instances  of  the  directors  rejecting  the  gh 
vernor-gcncrul  thus  elected,  and  sending  out  another. 

The  salary  allowed  by  the  company  to  the  gove^lor-f^ 
nerai  is  800  rix-doUars,  with  other  500  dollars  for  his  tables 
and  also  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  his  housebokL  Bil 
these  appointments  form  a  vcrv  small  portion  of  bis  revcus; 
as  the  legal  emoluments  of  his  office  are  so  great  that  he  ii 
able  to  amass  an  immense  fortune  in  two  or  three  J9Uh 
without  oppressing  the  people  or  burdening  his  oodscmboBi 
Being  the  hcnd  and  apparent  sovereign  of  all  the  coimtrig 
l>elonging  to  or  de|)en(lcnt  upon  tlie  company,  he  is  aUowsd 
a  court  and  most  of  tlic  honours  usually  paid  to  crowned 
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head%  in  compliance  with  the  customs  of  the  east*  When  he 
goes  irom  Iiis  palace  to  his  country  seat,  he  is  preceded  by 
utt  master  of  his  household,  at  the  head  of  six  gentlemen  on 
horseback.  A  trumpeter  and  two  halberdeers  on  horseback 
go  immediately  before  the  coach.  The  master  of  the  horse 
and  six  mounted  halberdeers  ride  on  the  right ;  and  he  is 
MIowed  by  other  coaches  carrying  bis  friends  and  retinue* 
The  whole  cavalcade  is  closed  by  a  troop  of  forty-eight  dra- 
goons, commanded  by  a  captain  and  three  quarter-masters^ 
and  preceded  by  a  trumpeter  richly  clothed.  If  this  oflSce  be 
considerable  for  its  honour,  power,  and  emolument,  it  is  also 
Teiy  &tiguing,  as  the  governor-general  is  employed  from 
morning  to  night  in  giving  audiences^  in  reading  letters,  and 
in  giving  orders  in  the  service  of  the  company ;  so  that  he 
ri£»m  can  allow  above  half  an  hour  for  dinner,  and  even 
dispatdies  pressing  afl&irs  while  at  table.  He  has  also  to 
Kodve  all  Indian  princes  and  ambassadors  who  come  to  Ba- 
tavia,  and  of  these  manv  arrive  every  year. 

The  director-general  is  the  next  in  authority  after  the 
SDvemor-gencral,  and  is  the  second  person  in  the  council  of 
die  Indies.  This  employment  requires  great  care  and  at- 
tention, as  he  has  the  charge  of  buying  and  selling  all  the 
commodities  that  enter  into  or  go  out  from  the  Company's 
warehouses.  He  gives  orders  for  the  kinds  and  quantities 
of  all  goods  sent  to  Holland  or  elsewhere,  keeps  the  keys  of 
all  the  magazines,  and  every  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
Company  makes  a  report  to  him  daily  oi*  every  thing  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  He  has  the  supreme  direction  of 
every  thing  relative  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Com- 
y,  both  at  Batavia  and  all  other  places ;   and  ttie  mem- 

rs  of  all  the  factories  belonging  to  the  Company  are  ac- 
countable to  iHm  for  their  conduct. 

The  third  person  in  the  government  is  the  Major-general, 
who  has  the  command  of  all  the  forces  under  the  governor- 
generaL  The  number  of  regular  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  Company  throughout  the  Indies  may  be  about  12^000 
men,  exclusive  of  the  militia,  which  amount  to  about  100,000 
more,  and  are  well  disciplined^  and  always  called  out  in  time 
of  danger.  The  entire  military  and  naval  strength  ot  the 
Company  by  land  and  sea  is  about  25,000  men,  including 
officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors.  For  the  support  of  its  com- 
merce, the  Company  keeps  in  constant  employment  about 
180  ships^  of  from  30  to  60  pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  cases 
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of  cmcr^cy  are  able  at  aoy  time  to  fit  out  iorty  of  ikf 
largest  size. 

The  ecclesiastical  government  at  Batavia,  or  consistoii^ 
consists  of  eleven  persons ;  viz.  the  five  ministers  of  the  Im 
Dutch  churches  in  the  city,  and  that  in  the  citaddy  hmim 
the  minister  who  resides  in  the  ishmd  of  Oumsif  togtihsr 
with  the  three  ministers  of  the  Portuguese  chorches,  andlht 
two  belonging  to  the  Malay  church.  These  last  five  and 
Dutchmen  bom,  though  thev  preach  in  the  Portuguese  nd 
Malay  languages.  As  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  the  slits 
should  be  informed  of  all  that  passes  among  their  dag/f 
the  eleventh  person  is  nominated  by  the  govemment»  iHmbi 
especial  business  is  to  sec  that  they  do  nothing  contrarv  ts 
the  laws  or  to  the  regulations  of  the  Company.  Bcsrisi 
these,  the  consistory  also  consists  of  eight  elders  and  tirai^ 
deacons.  One  principal  branch  of  business  confided  to  tks 
consistory,  is  to  provide  ministers  for  the  subordinate  fi^ 
vcrnments ;  where  they  are  relieved  after  a  oertain  tern  of 
years,  and  either  return  to  Batavia  or  to  Holland,  to  tgoj 
the  fruits  of  their  labours.  Our  author  relates  that  OBpsi 
these  ministers  went  home  in  the  same  ship  with  himi  «hi 
had  made  such  good  use  of  his  time,  that  he  bought  a  mtk 
Jitf  on  his  return,  and  became  a  man  of  quality.  In  tk 
smaller  places  belonging  to  the  Company,  where  then  sif 
no  established  ministers,  an  itinerant  is  sent  once  in  thnsor 
four  years,  to  marry,  baptize,  and  dispense  the  comnumioii 
which  is  necessary^  since  the  synods  do  not  permit  the  pR^ 
pagation  of  any  other  except  the  reformed  religion  in  dtf 
territories  of  the  Company. 

For  a  long  time  the  Lutherans  have  solicited  isx  peraii- 
sion  to  have  a  church  in  Batavia,  but  have  constanUy  bsM 
refused,  though  certainly  a  just  and  reasonable  demml 
especially  in  a  place  where  Mahomcdans  and  Pagans  an 
freely  tolerated  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  whsff 
the  Chinese  arc  even  permitted  to  worship  the  de^'iL  Tbii 
ecclesiastical  consistory  has  also  dependent  upon  ii  aU  tk 
schoolmasters,  consolators  of  the  sick,  and  catechists.  Of 
these  last  there  are  many  in  the  service  of  the  Company  ia 
their  ships;  their  duty  being  to  say  prayers  every  dayt  oad 
to  instruct  such  as  embrace  the  Christian  religion ;  sind  V 
they  arc  mostly  natives,  and  speak  several  language^  ihsf 
are  the  better  able  to  give  instructions,  and  to  teach  the  eoA- 
fession  of  faith  to  so  many  different  nations.    Such  as  ait 
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flonveited  are  baptized  and  receive  thb  coitimunion ;  and, 
fer  the  better  preservation  of  uniformity  in  doctrine^  an 
gnntial  visitation  of  all  the  new  converts  Is  made  b^  the 
aunisters.  In  consequence  of  these  r^ulations,  the  reform- 
ed religion  has  made  amazing  progress,  especially  among  tlie 
Uacksy  of  whkmi  our  author  says  he  has  seen  150  at  a  time 
present  themselves  to  receive  baptism.  This  however  is  not 
TBshly  granted,  as  all  who  receive  it  must  be  well  instructed, 
and  be  able  to  make  their  confession  of  faith.  The  Chinese 
are  well  known  to  be  so  obstinately  addicted  to  their  great 
Confiicius,  as  not  to  be  easily  induced  to  embrace  any  other 
jdigion ;  yet  some  even  of  them  from  time  to  time  have 
abjored  their  idolatry,  and  embraced  the  protestant  fiiith. 
Yet  onr  author  seems  to  doubt  their  sincerity,  alleging  tb$t 
die  Chinese  ate  seldom  sincere  in  any  thing ;  and  he  tdls 
w^  that  a  Chinese^  on  renouncing  idolatry,  said  he  was  about 
io  embrace  the  religion  of  the  Company. 
'  The  country  around  Batavia  is  extremely  beautifdl,  and 
k  may  be  said  that  nature  and  art  seem  to  strive  which  shalt 
have  the  greatest  share  in  adorning  it*  The  air  is  sweet  and 
mlldf  the  land  extremely  fertile,  and  the  face  of  the  cotmtzy. 
finely  diversified  with  hills  and  valfies,  all  laid  out  in  r^ular 
plantations,  beautiful  canals,  and  whatever  call  contribute  ta 
render  the  country  pleasant  and  agreeable*  The  islalid  of 
Java  is  about  300  leagues  in  circumference,  divided  into  se- 
veral kingdoms  and  principalities,  all  dependent  upon  the  em- 
peror who  resides  at  KaitasurOf  except  the  kings  of  Bantam 
and  Ji^ra,  ^  who  do  not  acknowledge  his  authority.  The 
country  produces  in  abundance  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  aa 
also  great  quantities  of  those  valuable  productions  which 
form  its  commerce.  It  is  interspersed  by  many  mountains^ 
rivers,  and  woods,  to  all  of  which  nature  has  bestowed  her 
treaBures  with  a  bountiful  hand.  There  are  gold-ntines  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  and  for  some  years  the  govern- 
ment caused  the  mountains  of  Parang  to  be  wrought,  in 
hopes  of  reaping  profit ;  but,  after  expending  a  million,  the 

marcasitei 

*  There  is  some  strange  error  here,  which  we  do  not  presume  to  cor- 
rect or  explain.  In  the  tbrnier  section,  the  king  ofJapara  is  said  to  re- 
side chiefly  at  Kaitamra^  which  in  the  present  instance  is  said  to  be  the 
lesideooe  of  the  emperor.  In  an  after  division  of  this  collection,  more 
ample  and  distinct  accounts  will  be  found  of  this  rich  island,  now  subject 
to  Britain. — £• 
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mareasitci  were  finind  not  to  be  folly  ripelied. '  Tlioie  vfe 
direcsted  this  enterprise  were  mnch  censured,  and  the  works 
hsve  been  long  discontinued.  Some  are  thoroughly  satisfisd 
that  the  natives  find  considerable  quantities  of  gdd  in  setttil 
places,  which  they  carefully  conceal  from  the  knowledge  eC 
the  Dutch.  ])unng  the  last  war  in  Java,  ndiich  oontinoedi 
from  17 IG  to  1721,  the  inhabitants  of  some  parts  of  the 
country  were  so  often  plundered  that'  they  were  reduced  to 
absolute  l>cggary ;  yet,  after  a  year's  peaces  they  were  ob- 
served to  have  grown  excessively  rich,  having  plenty  ctgalig 
both  in  dust  and  ingots. 

The  mountains  of  Java  are  very  high,  so  that  many  of 
them  can  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  thuty  or  forty  leagosfc 
'Hat  which  is  called  tlie  Blue  Mountain  is  by  fiir  the  h^nsii^ 
being  seen  from  the  greatest  distance  at  sea.  Java  ia  snbjsst 
to  frequent  and  terrible  earthquakes^  which  the  inhabilaols 
believe  are  caused  by  the  mountain  of  Parang,  which  is  ftl 
of  sulphur,  salt-petre^  and  bitumen,  which  taSe  fire  by  thsir 
intestine  commotions,  causing  a  prodigious  strugg|;le  wilUi 
the  bowek  of  the  earth,  whence  pnnSeds  the  eartbqnaksi 
and  they  assert  that  it  is  common,  after  an  earthqusikc^  lo 
see  a  vast  cloud  of  smoke  han^ng  over  the  top  of  that  moo*' 
tain.  About  thirty  years  before  Koggewein  was  in  Bataiis^ 
Mynheer  Kibcck,  then  governor-general,  went  with  nuay 
attendants  to  the  top  of  tnis  mountain,  where  he  peroeifod  a 
hige  cavity,  into  which  he  caused  a  man  to  be  let  down,  lo> 
examine  the  inside.  On  his  return,  this  man  reported  thst 
the  mountain  was  all  hollow  within,  that  he  hetuti  a  moH 
frightful  noise  of  torrents  of  water  on  every  side^  that  he  ban 
and  there  saw  flames  bursting  out,  so  that  he  was  afraid  of 
going  far,  from  apprehension  of  either  being  stifled  Iqr  the 
noxious  vapours,  or  falling  into  one  of  the  chasms*  The 
waters  in  tlie  nciglibourlioou  of  this  mountain  are  unwhoie^^ 
some,  and  even  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  an 
iniprcgnntccl  with  sulphur^  those  who  drink  much  of  thca 
being  liable  to  several  disorders,  particularly  the  dysentern 
But  when  boiled,  their  water  is  entirely  freed  from  the  su- 
pliur,  and  docs  no  manner  of  harm,  though  drank  copiously* 

The  fruits  mnd  plants  of  Java  arc  excellent  and  numbei^ 


^  In  pldin  En^Iisli,  tlir  mincml,  or  ore,  was  so  poor  os  not  to  Mnj  thl 
rtptiicc  of  cxtrscting  Uic  mctal.-*£t 


A  XUL  UDcr.  Till.      Commodore  Boggaieim.  1S7 

L  Among  thett  die  ooooa-not  tree  k  faj  fiv  the  mott 
wMt,  as  beades  Hb  fruit  wheodj  dcicribaly  die  bark  makes 
iDd  of  hemp  which  is  manufiiauired  into  good  ropes  and 
les;  die  timber  seires  U>  buiU  houses  ana  ships,  and  die 
PCS  serve  to  oorer  the  former.  It  is  said  that  the  fiither 
a  fiunily  in  this  country  causes  a  cocoa-nut  tree  to  be 
aCed  at  the  birth  of  eadi  oi  his  children,  by  which  each 
f  always  know  his  own  age,  as  this  tree  has  a  drele  rismg 
iff  on  its  stem,  so  that  its  age  may  be  known  by  eomc- 
theae  circles :  and  when  any  one  asks  a  &ther  the  ages 
lis  chiklren,  he  sends  them  to  look  at  his  cocoa  trees, 
there  are  numerous  woods  or  forests  in  different  parts  of 
Hlaiid,  in  which  are  abundance  of  wild  beasts^  as  bnflEi- 
i^ti^er%  rhinoceroses,  and  wild  horses.  These  abo  abound 
Cffpent%  some  of  whidi  are  of  prodiffioos  size.  Croco- 
a  are  numerous  and  huge  in  this  isbnd,  being  mostly 
sd  abont  the  months  of  the  rivers ;  and,  being  arophi- 
BS  animals,  delight  much  in  marshes  and  savannahs.  Like 
lortoise^  this  creature  deposits  its  eggs  in  the  hot  sands, 
mg  no  fibrther  care  of  them,  and  the  sun  hatches  them  in 
proper  season,  when  they  immediately  betake  themselves 
he  water.  A  short  time  before  the  arrival  of  Roggewein 
istavia,  a  crocodile  was  taken  in  the  month  of  the  river 
he  east  of  the  city,  upwards  of  thirty-three  feet  long,  and 
portionally  huge.  They  have  fowls  of  all  kinds^  and  ex- 
Btdy  good ;  particularly  peacocks,  partridges,  pheasant^ 
wood-fNgeons.  The  Indian  bat  is  a  great  curiosity,  dif- 
Bg  little  in  form  from  ours,  but  its  extended  wings  mca- 
t  m  full  yard,  and  its  body  is  as  large  as  a  rat. 
rbere  are  great  numbers  of  excdient  fish  of  different  sorts 
le  had  in  the  adjoining  sea,  and  so  plentiful  and  cheap 
t  as  much  may  be  bou^t  for  three-pence  as  will  dine  six 
Mven  men.  Tortoises  or  sea-turde  also  are  abundant^ 
tr  flesh  resembling  veal,  and  there  are  many  persons  who 
ik  it  much  better.  The  flat  country  round  Batavia 
lands  in  all  kinds  of  provisions ;  and  to  prevent  all  dan- 
of  scarcity,  vessels  belonging  to  the  Company  are  con- 
laDy  emplajred  in  bringing  provisions,  qiiceries,  and  all 
er  necessaries,  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  isJand, 
ether  with  indigo,  rice^  pepper,  cardamoms,  coffee,  and 
like.  In  the  magazines  and  store-houses,  there  are  al* 
rs  vast  quantities  of  rich  and  valuable  commodities,  not  of 
a  odItj  bat  of  all  parts  of  India,  ready  to  be  transporter 
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cd  to  other  parts  of  th6  Compiiny's  doiiiuiioti%  in  the  tfaipi 
which  return  annaally  to  Holland. 

The  homeward-bound  ships  sail  five  times  efwy  year  from 
BataTia.  The  first  fleet  sails  in  July,  generally  oonftisttagcf 
Ibnr  or  five  sail,  which  touch  on  their  way  at  die  idand  rf 
Ceylon.  The  second,  of  six  or  seven  vessels,  soils  io  8q^ 
tember.  The  third  usually  consists  of  from  sixteen  to  tmny 
ahipsy  and  leaves  Batavia  in  October.  The  fourth,  of  fw 
or  five  vessels,  sails  in  January.  And  the  fifth,  being  onlya 
•ingle  ship,  generally  sails  in  March,  but  not  till  the  arrifd 
of  tne  fleet  irom  China  which  brings  the  tea,  of  which  fill 
principal  part  of  the  cargo  of  this  ship  consiats,  wfaerefbit  it 
is  usually  called  the  tea-ship :  The  common  pecqple  caD  ll 
aho  the  book^shipi  as  it  carries  home  the  current  acoontit  ti 
the  whole  year,  by  which  the  Company  is  enabled  to  yoAffk  if 
the  state  of  its  trade  in  India.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  thM 
•hips,  laden  with  the  rich  commodities  of  many  conntri^ljl 
•ail  from  this  single  port  of  Batavia ;  tho  ships  finom  McAbs 
which  carry  coroe,  being  the  only  ves^eb  in  the  aerriderf 
the  Dutch  £ast  India  Company  that  are  aUowed  to  pgawJ 
directly  home  without  going  to  Batavia. 


Section  IX. 
Daeription  of  Ceylon. 


\ 


The  next  best  government  belonging  to  tho  Dotdh  EmI 
India  Companyt  after  Batavia,  is  that  of  the  island  of  CHsii 
The  governor  of  this  island  is  generally  a  Bdenber  m  As 
council  of  the  Indies,  and  has  a  council  appointed  W  MiH 
him,  framed  after  the  model  of  that  in  Batavia,  only  Ait 
the  members  are  not  quite  such  great  men.  Thonpl  At 
oovemor  of  Ceylon  be  dependent  upon  the  Coandl  ti  Af 
Indies  at  Batavia,  he  is  at  liberty  to  write  direetit  ta  Af 
directors  of  the  Company  in  Holland,  without  mmagftf^ 
mission  from  the  governor-general,  or  being  oMnged  tt-gha 
any  account  of  his  conduct  in  so  doing.  This  ungalar  |ri* 
viiegc  has  bad  bad  efi*ect8,  having  even  tempted  tumiB  ^ 
vernors  of  Ceylon  to  endeavour  to  withdraw  thenMelvca  tnM 
their  obedience  to  the  Company,  in  order  to  beGome  dbs#* 
lute  sovereigns  of  the  island.  There  have  been  aoaay  •■* 
amples  of  this  kind,  but  it  may  be  sufficient  to  mentioa  ths 
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I  hMtf  owid^  to  the  tyranny  of  two  succetsive  gdterrioti^ 
iflt  aqd  Vcnluys,  which  made  a  considerable  noise  in  Eu^- 
le. 

iiVhen  Mr  Rumpf  left  the  eoFemment  of  Ceylon,  his  inn 
3iate  suoces^r,  Mr  Vuist,  began  to  act  the  tyrant  towards 
who  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  be  in  his  good  graces, 
secuting  both  Europeans  and  natives.  Having  from  the 
[inning  fbnned  the  project  of  rendering  himself  an  inde* 
ident  sovereign,  he  pursued  his  plan  steadily,  by  such 
thods  as  seemed  best  calculated  to  insure  success.  He 
iq;ht  it  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  rid  himself  of  the 
ieat  persons  in  the  island,  and  of  all  having  the  reputa^- 
1  of  wisdom,  e^tperience,  and  penetration*  In  order  to 
e  appearances^  and  to  play  the  villain  with  an  air  of  jus* 
1^  he  thought  it  necessary  to  trump  up  a  pretended  plot^ 
1  cansed  informations  to  be  preferred  against  such  peri- 
ia  as  he  intended  to  ruin,  charging  them  with  having  en- 
ad  into  a  conspiracy  to  betray  the  principal  fortresses  of 
t  idand  into  the  hands  of  some  ibteign  power,  lliis 
eiiie  secured  him  in  two  ways,  as  it  seemed  to  manifest 
great  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  Company,  and  enabled 
a  to  convict  those  he  hated  of  high  treason,  and  to  do- 
ve them  at  once  of  life  and  fortune.  To  manage  this  the 
»re  easily,  he  contrived  to  change  the  members  of  his 
incil^  into  which  he  brought  creatures  of  his  own,  on 
ose  acquiescence  in  hb  iniquities  he  could  depend  upon, 
le  confiscations  of  the  estates  and  effects  of  a  number  of  in- 
Dent  persons  whom  he  had  murdered  by  these  false  judi- 
1  proceedings,  gave  him  the  means  of  oblig^g  many,  and 
ned  him  numerous  dependants. 

Vuist  was  bom  in  India  of  Dutch  parents,  and  had  a  strong 
fcnral  capacity  which  had  been  improved  by  assiduous  ap- 
cation  to  his  studies.  His  dark  brow,  and  morose  air, 
swed  the  cruelty  of  his  disposition :  Yet  he  loved  and  pro>- 
ted  the  Indians,  either  from  a  natural  disposition,  or  be- 
lae  he  deemed  them  fit  instruments  to  forward  his  de- 
ins.  In  order  to  gain  the  natives  in  his  interest,  he  pro- 
red  them  to  many  vacant  ofiices  under  his  government,  in 
nect  opposition  to  repeated  instructions  from  the  Company, 
bestow  the  principal  offices  on  Dutchmen  or  other  Euro- 
ans.  After  carrying  on  his  designs  with  much  dexterity, 
d  having  acquired  by  gifts  a  vast  number  of  dependants, 
idy  to  support  his  purposesi  some  of  the  fidthful  servants 
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of  the  Company  sent  such  clear  and  distinct  informatioii  cf 
his  proceedings  to  Holland,  as  sniBciently  evinced  his  xed 
intentions,  in  spite  of  all  his  arts  to  conceal  them.    At  lenclk    *■ 
the  C!ompany  sent  out  Mr  Verslnys  to  supersede  him  in  U» 

Eycmmeiit  of  Ceylon,  with  orders  to  send  him  prisoner  tA 
itavia.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  there,  abundance  of  info 
niations  were  preferred  against  him^  for  a  variety  of  crimei 
both  of  a  private  and  piK)Iic  nature,  into  all  of  which  As 
council  of  justice  made  strict  inquisition,  and  were  furnished 
with  abundant  proofs  of  his  guilt.  In  the  end,  he  fredjf 
confessed  that  he  had  caused  nineteen  innocent  persons  tobs 
put  to  death,  having  put  them  all  to  the  torture,  extorting 
from  all  of  them  confessions  of  crimes  which  they  had  nefst 
even  dreamt  of  committing.  He  was  accordingly  senteneel 
to  be  broken  alive  on  the  wheel,  his  body  to  Be  quartered^ 
and  his  quarters  burnt  to  ashes  and  thrown  into  the 

Such  was  the  deserved  end  of  the  traitor  and 
yet  Versluys,  who  was  sent  expressly  to  amend  what  tki 
other  had  done  amiss,  and  to  make  the  people  forget  the  c» 
cesses  of  his  predecessor  by  a  mild  and  gentle  administntio^ 
acted  perhaps  even  worse  than  Vuist«  Versluys  was  fay  ■• 
means  of  a  cruel  disposition,  wherefore,  strictly  speaking  hs 
shed  no  blood,  yet  acted  as  despotically  and  tyrannical^  4 
the  other,  though  with  more  subtilty  and  under  a  fairer  a^ 
pearance.  His  great  point  was  not  the  absolute  possessioa 
of  the  country,  but  to  possess  himself  of  all  that  it  ooi^ 
tained  of  value.  For  this  purpose,  immediately  on  gettiif 
possession  of  the  government,  he  raised  the  price  of  nBt^ 
the  bread  of  the  country,  to  so  extravagant  a  height  that  dfi 
people  in  a  short  time  were  unable  to  purchase  it,  and  wffV 
soon  reduced  to  beggary  and  a  starving  condition.  Their 
humble  representations  of  the  great  and  general  misery  whiofc 
reigned  among  all  ranks  of  people  throughout  the  isknl 
made  no  impression  on  his  avaricious  disposition ;  but  m 
things  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  till  an  account  of  his  a^ 
farious  conduct  was  transmitted  to  Holland.  When  il^ 
formed  of  the  distressed  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ci]^ 
Ion,  the  States-general  sent  out  Mr  Doembourgh  as  gov^ 
Bor,  with  orders  to  repair  all  past  errors,  and  to  treat  tli  J 
natives  with  all  possible  tenderness  and  indulgence.  On  1^1 
arrival,  Versluys,  after  beggaring  the  whole  nation,  tookt^fl 
into  his  head  that  they  would  defend  him  againit  Ua  ^ 
ters,  and  absolutely  refused  to  resign  the  goremiMKl 
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had  even  the  intolency  to  fire  upon  die  CompaBy's  ships  as 
thcj  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Colombo.  Doembonrgh^ 
however,  immediatdy  landed,  and  his  authority  was  readily 
reoQfinised  Iqr  all  the  Company's  servants,  and  submitted  to 
hf  the  people.  He  caused  Verslnys  to  be  immediately  ar- 
mted  and  sent  to  Batavia,  where  a  long  criminal  process 
VBs  instituted  against  him,  but  which  was  not  concluded 
liwn  our  author  left  India. 

Of  all  the  Asiatic  islands,  Ceylon  is  perhaps  the  fairest  and 
post  fiertUe.  It  lies  to  the  S.E.  of  the  peninsula  of  India  on 
tUs  side  of  the  Ganges,  between  the  latitudes  of  5^  30'  and 
f  N.  and  between  the  longitudes  of  79^"  45'  and  82"  l^  £. 
10  that  it  extends  70  marine  leagues  from  N.  to  S.  and  49 
leagues  from  E.  to  W.  It  is  so  fertile  and  ddidous,  that 
auny  have  believed  it  to  have  been  the  seat  of  the  terrestrial 
paradise;  and  the  natives  certainly  believe  this^  for  they  pre- 
tend to  shew  the  tomb  of  Adam^  and  the  print  of  his  foot  on 
the  mountain  named  the  Peak  of  Adam,'  one  of  the  highest 
monntains  in  the  world.  On  another  mountain  there  is  a 
aah-lake^  which  the  inhabitants  affirm  was  filled  by  the  tears 
died  by  Eve,  while  she  wept  incessantly  an  hundred^  years 
fiir  tlie  death  of  Abd. 

The  principal  places  in  Ceylon  are  Jafnapatam,  Trinka- 
maly,  Baracola,  Punta  de  GaUa,  Columbo,  Negombo,  Sita- ' 
Taca,  and  Candy.  The  Dutch  East  India  Company  af  e  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  coasts  of  the  island,  and  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
within  the  land,  and  most  of  the  before-mentioned  towns^  ex- 
cqpt  the  two  last.  While  the  Portuguese  had  possession,  they 
built  abundance  of  forts  for  their  security^  so  that  the  Dutch 
fMmd  it  a  difficult  matter  to  dislodge  lliem ;  but  having  con- 
tracted a  secret  treaty  with  the  king  of  Candy^  the  Portu- 
Sse  were  attapked  on  all  sides,  by  sea  and  Lmd,  and  were 
ven  by  degrees  out  of  all  their  possessions.  Since  then, 
the  Dutch  have  taken  much  pains  to  cultivate  a  good  under- 
standing with  that  native  sovereign^  from  whom  tney  have  ob- 
tained almost  every  thing  tbey  demanded.  They  send  every 
year  an  ambassador  to  him  with  various  presents;  in  return 
Sn  which  his  Candian  majesty  sends  to  the  company  a  cask- 
et of  jewels,  of  such  value  that  the  ship  which  carries  it  home 
is  reckoned  to  be  worth  half  the  fleet. 

Punta 

'  This  grass  absardity  is  not  worth  contesting ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  the 
real  iiativei»  the  idohiters  of  the  interior,  refer  both  the  tomb  and  the  foot- 
mark to  their  false  god,  or  lawgiver,  Bodb. — K. 
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Ponla  dc  Galle  and  C!oIainbo  are  the  two  prindpal  pbcM 
in  the  isbnd,  the  latter  being  the  residence  of  the  goTemorf' 
and  the  other,  properly  speaking,  is  only  the  port  of  tfal' 
oity.    Though  extremely  iiot,  the  air  of  Ceylon  is  rachoBit 
healdiy,  and  the  country  abounds  with  excellent  finiti  of 
many  kinds.    The  sea  and  the  rivers  afford  plenty  of  TaridW 
kincb  of  fish.    There  are  also  on  the  land  great  abnndaasr 
of  fowls,  both  wild  and  tame,  and  many  wild  animabi  jmgi^ 
Gularly  elephants  that  are  larger  than  ony  other  cdlintryii 
Asia,  also  tygers,  bears,  civet  cats,  monkeys,  and  otMa; 
Cinnamon  is  tne  production  for  which  this  island  is  peculiolf 
fiimous,  as  that  which  is  procured  here  is  estimated  far  snpii' 
rior  to  any  other.    The  Dutch  East  India  Company  bm 
the  entire  monopoly  not  only  of  this,  but  of  all  the  other  ipi* 
ces,  with  which  they  supply  all  parts  of  the  world.     Ckit^ 
mon  is  the  inner  bark  of  a  tree  resembling  the  orangey  di 
flowers  of  wliicli  very  much  resemble  those  of  the  laurd  boA 
in  size  and  figure.    There  are  three  sorts  of  cinnamon.  Hm 
finest  is  taken  from  voung  trees ;  a  coarser  sort  from  H^  old 
ones;  and  the  thircl  is  the  wild  ctfinamonf  or  cassia,  mUdk 
grows  not  only  in  Ceylon,  but  in  Malabar  and  China,  and 
of  late  years  in  Brazil.   The  company  also  derives  great  pro- 
fit from  an  essential  oil  drawn  from  cinnamon,  which  selliat 
a  high  price;  and  it  also  makes  considerable  gain  by  thepr^ 
eiouB  stones  found  in  this  island,  being  rubies,  white  aid 
blue  sapphires,  topazes,  and  others. 

Off'  the  coast  of  this  island^  at  Manaar  and  Tutceorin^ 
there  is  a  fine  pearl  fishery,  which  brings  in  a  large  revenoc^ 
being  let  twice  a-ycar  in  farm  to  certain  black  mercfaanlii 
The  oysters  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  the  fishciy  b 
only  curried  on  in  fine  weather,  when  the  sea  is  permlM 
calm.  The  diver  has  one  end  of  a  rope  fiistened  round  hfa 
body  below  the  arm-pits,  the  other  end  being  tied  to  tho 
boat,  having  a  large  Htone  tied  to  his  ieet,  that  he  may  do* 
scene!  the  quicker,  and  a  bag  tied  round  his  waist  to  reeeiof 
the  oysters.  As  soon  as  he  gets  to  the  bottom  of  the  tea,  ho 
takes  up  as  many  oysters  as  are  within  his  reach,  pntlM 
them  an  fast  as  po»bible  into  the  i)ag;  and  in  order  to  00* 
cend,  pulis  strongly  at  a  cord,  diil'erent  from  that  which  is 
round  his  body,  as  a  signal  for  those  in  the  boat  to  haal  htal 
up  as  fast  as  they  can,  while  he  endeavours  so  shake  loose 
the  btone  at  his  feet.  When  the  boats  are  filled  with  oji* 
ters,  the  black  merchants  carry  them  to  dlfimnt  plaoei  on 

the 
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die  ooistf  aeUing  them  at  so  much  the  hundred ;  whidi  trade 
■  hazardona  fimr  the  purchasers,  who  sometimes  find  pearls 
of  great  valu^  and  sometimes  none  at  all,  or  those  only  of 
nan  value. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ceylon  are  called  CingoIe$ian8f  or  Cin- 
pkse^  who  are  mostly  very  tall,  of  a  veiy  dark  complexion^ 
vitfa  very  large  ears,  owing  to  the  numerous  large  and  heavy 
ormunents  they  wear  in  them.    They  are  men  of  great  cou« 
ngjBf  and  live  in  a  hardy  manner,  and  are  therefore  excel- 
lent soldiers.    They  are,  for  the  most  part,  Mabomedans,* 
tiioogh  there  are  many  idolaters  among  them  who  worship 
cows  and  calves.    The  inhabitants  of  the  interior  do  not 
grsitly  respect  the  Dutch,  whom  they  term  their  coatUheep^ 
en^  in  derision ;  but  the  Dutch  care  little  about  this,  endea- 
VDoriag  to  keep  in  good  correspondence  with  the  king  of 
Candy,  whose  dominions  are  separated  from  theirs  by  a  laige 
TvpA,  river,  and  by  impenetrable  forests.    The  Ceylonese 
ave  remarkable  for  their  great  skill  in  taming  elephants, 
which  they  employ  as  beasts  of  burden  in  time  of  peace,  and 
render  serviceable  against  their  enemies  in  wan 


Section  X. 

Some  Account  of  the  Governments  of  Amboina,  Banda,  Moh 
cauer,  the  Moluccas,  Mallacca,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  third  government  und^r  the  East  India  Company  is 
that  of  Amboina,  one  of  the  Molucca  islands,  which  was  for- 
merly the  seat  of  the  governor-general  till  the  building  of  Ba« 
tavia,  when  it  was  transferred  there  on  account  of  its  ad  van* 
tageous  situation,  in  the  centre  of  the  company's  trade  and 
settlements,  while  Amboina  lay  too  far  to  the  cast.  The 
island  of  Java  also  is  vastly  more  fertile  than  Amboina,  pro- 
ducing all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  abundance,  so  that  it  has 
no  dependence  for  provisions  on  any  other  country,  while 
they  had  provisions  to  search  for  in  all  other  places,  at  the 
time  when  the  government  was  established  at  Amboina. 
This  island  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  Moluccas,  being  situ- 
ated in  the  Archipelago  qflSt  iMzaruSf  in  lat.  S''  40'  S.  and 

loug. 

*  The  author  has  probably  oonfounded  the  original  natives  of  C'eylon, 
who  are  idolaters,  with  the  Malays,  who  are  Mahomedans,  and  at  whom 
a  considerable  number  are  settled  on  the  coast  country.— £• 
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long.  128®  S(y  E.  SI""  8(K  or  480  marine  leagues  east  inn 
Batavia.  It  was  conquered  in  1519  by  the  Portuguese^  wia 
built  a  fort  there  to  Iceq)  the  inhabiumts  under  subjectioih 
and  to  facilitate  the  conquest  of  all  the  adjacent  islands.  TUi 
fort  was  taken  by  the  I)utch  in  1605,  but  th^  did  not  sft> 
tirdy  reduce  the  whole  island  of  Amboina  and  the  ndgl^ 
bonring  islands  till  1627,  by  which  conquest  they  aoquind 
entire  possession  of  the  clove  trader  whence  these  island!  are 
termed  the  gold-mine  of  the  company,  owing  to  liie  vast  pio> 
fit  they  draw  from  them,  and  it  is  so  far  superior  to  other 
gold-mines,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  these  islands  being  ew 
exhausted  of  that  commodity.  A  pound  weight  of  doTWsr 
nutmegs^  for  the  company  has  the  entire  monopoly  of  boA, 
«loes  not  in  fact  cost  the  company  much  more  than  a  halt 
penny,  and  every  one  knows  at  what  rate  the  spices  are  mU 
in  Europe.  Amboina  is  the  centre  of  all  this  rich  oommeree; 
and  to  keep  it  more  effectually  in  the  hands  of  theoompan^ 
all  the  clove-trees  in  the  other  islapds  are  grubbed  up  sad 
destroyed;  and  sometimes,  when  the  harvest  is  very  largest 
Amboina,  a  part  even  of  its  superfluous  produce  is  oumt 

This  valuable  spice  grows  only  in  Amt)oina  and  the  athff 
five  Molucca  islands,  and  in  the  islands  of  MeaOj  CiDomo^ 
Cabel,  and  Marigoran.  The  Indians  call  cloves  calafoor, 
while  the  inhabitants  of  the  Moluccas  call  them  chinke.  The 
dove-tree  is  much  like  the  laurel,  but  its  leaves  are  narrow, 
resembling  those  of  the  almond  and  willow.  Even  the  wood 
and  leaves  taste  almost  as  strong  as  the  cloves  themsdfCii 
These  trees  bear  a  great  quantity  of  branches  iuid  flowciii 
and  each  flower  produces  a  single  clove.  The  flowers  arest 
first  white,  then  green,  and  at  last  crow  red  and  pretty  baidt 
and  are  properly  the  cloves.  While  green,  their  smdl  Ji 
sweet  and  comfortable,  beyond  all  other  flowera.  Whcs 
ripe,  the  cloves  are  of  a  yellow  colour,  but  after  being  gatho^ 
ed  and  dried,  they  assume  a  smoky  and  black  hue.  In  gs- 
thering,  they  tie  a  rope  round  each  bough,  and  strip  off  w 
whole  of  its  produce  by  force,  which  violence  iniures  tbetiw 
for  the  next  year,  but  it  bears  more  than  ever  in  the  taSknh 
ing  season.  Others  beat  the  trees  with  long  pdes,  as  weds 
walnutrtrees^  when  the  cloves  fall  down  on  cloths  spread  oi 
the  ground  to  receive  them.  The  trees  bear  more  fmitthsi 
leaves,  the  fruit  hanging  from  the  trees  like  cherries.  Sad 
cloves  as  are  sold  in  the  Indies  are  delivered  just  as  procnrtf 
li-cim  the  trees,  mixed  with  their  stalks,  and  with  dust  liM 

dirt 
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dirt ;  bat  such  as  are  to  be  transported  to  Holland  are  carcf- 
Mj  cleaned  and  freed  from  the  stalks.  If  left  ungathcred 
on  the  tree^  they  grow  large  and  tfaick,  and  arc  then  termed 
mtaher-cloves,  which  the  Javanese  value  more  than  theothersy 
bat  the  Dutch  prefer  the  ordinary  cloves. 

No  care  is  ever  taken  in  propagating  or  planting  clove- 
trees,  as  the  cloves  which  fall  to  the  ground  produce  theiii 
in  abundance,  and  the  rains  make  them  grow  so  fast  that 
they  give  fruit  in  eight  years,  continuing  to  bear  for  more 
than  an  hundred  years  after.     Soitie  are  of  opinion  that  the 
dove-tree  does  not  thrive  close  to  the  sea,  nor  when  too  far 
i%moved ;  but  seamen  who  have  been  on  the  island  assert 
tiiat  they  arc  found  every  where,  on  the  mountains,  in  the 
Tallies,  and  quite  near  the  sea.     They  ripen  from  the  latter 
end  of  August  to  the  beginning  of  January.    Nothing  what- 
ever grows  below  or  near  these  trees,  neither  grass,  herb,  or 
weed,  as  their  heat  draws  ail  the  moisture  and  nourishment 
of  the  soil  to  themselves.    Such  is  the  hot  nature  of  cloves^ 
that  when  a  sackful  of  them  is  laid  oVer  a  vessel  of  water, 
some  of  the  water  is  very  soon  wasted,  but  the  cloves  are  np 
way  injured.     When  a  pitcher  of  water  is  left  in  a  room  in 
which  cloves  are  cleaned,  all  the  water  is  consumed  in  two 
davs,  althouofh  even  the  cloves  have  been  removed.     Cloves 
are  preserved  in  sugar,  forming  an  extraordinary  good  con- 
fection.   They  are  also  pickled.    Many  Indian  women  chew 
cloves  to  give  them  a  sweet  breath.     A  very  sweet-smelling 
water  is  distilled  from  green  cloves,  which  is  excellent  for 
strengthening  the  eyes,  by  putting  a  drop  or  two  into  the 
eyes.     Powder  of  cloves  laid  upon  the  head  cures  the  head- 
ache; and  used  inwardly,  increases  urine,  helps  digestion, 
and  is  good  against  a  diarrhoea,  and  drank  in  milk,  procures 
deep. 

A  few  days  after  the  cloves  are  gathered,  they  are  collect- 
ed together  and  dried  before  the  fire  in  bundles,  by  which 
operation  they  lose  their  natural  beautiful  red  colour,  chan- 
ging into  a  deep  purple  or  black.  This  is  perhaps  partly 
owing  to  their  being  sprinkled  with  water,  which  is  said  to 
be  necessary  for  preventing  worms  from  getting  into  them. 
Those  persons  who  are  sent  for  this  commodity  in  the  com- 
pany's ships,  practise  a  fraud  of  this  nature,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal their  thetts :  For,  having  abstracted  a  certain  quantity  or 
proportion  from  the  cloves  received  on  board,  ihey  place 
two  or  three  hogsheads  of  sea-water  among  those  remaining, 
TOL.  XT.  K  whicii 
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^hich  18  all  sucked  up  in  a  few  days  by  the  clovesp  whidi  dm^ 
recover  their  former  weight  By  this  contrivaneej  the  Cipi« 
tain  and  mei^hant  or  supercargo  agreeing  together^,  find  t, 
way  to  cheat  the  company  out  of  part  of  this  voIuaUe  coi»i- 
moditv.  Yet  this  fraud,  though  easy  and  expeditiouii  is  Oi 
trcmelv  dangerpus,  as  when  detected  it  is  invariably  pnaiik 
cd  with  death,  and  the  company  never  want  spies.  Oivii^ 
to  this,  cloves  are  commonly  enough  called  galgen  kmidi  or 
gallows-spicci  as  frequently  bringing  men  to  an  ill  end. 

The  king  of  Amboina  has  a  pension  from  the  compsi^. 
and  a  guard  of  European  soldiers,  maintained  at  its  espenofk. 
Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  island  are  of  middle  stature^  and  sC 
black  complexions,  being  all  extremely  lazy  and  givenA 
thieving;  yet  some  of  them  are  very  ineenioiis,  and  havas^ 
singular  art  of  working  up  the  cloves  while  green  into  a  ?»•, 
riety  of  curious  toys,  b»  small  ships  or  houses,  crowns,  and  sadi, 
like,  which  arc  annually  sent  to  Europe  as  preacntsi  andan^ 
much  esteemed,  lliose  of  the  Amboinese  who  acknowUlgi. 
the  authority  of  the  king  are  Mahomedans,  but  there  an. 
many  idolaters  who  live  in  the  mountains,  and  maintain  thsk. 
independence,  considering  themselves  as  free  men,  but  dw. 
king  and  the  Hollanders  reckon  them  savages ;  and  as  thq; 
are  guilty  of  frequent  robberies  and  murders,  they  are  ahrM. 
reduced  to  slavery  when  caught,  and  are  treated  with  tb 
Utmost  rigour,  and  employed  in  the  hardest  labour.  Qd 
this  account  a  most  excessive  hatred  subsists  between  thcai 
and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  island,  witli  whom  they  an 
perp(>tuallv  at  war,  and  to  whom  they  hardly  ever  give  qnar- 
ter.    Their  arms  arc  bucklers,  swords,  and  Ravelins  or  pikis» 

The  garrison  kept  in  the  fort  of  Aroboina  is  niunenn%. 
and  constantly  maintained  Jn  cgicellent  order,  beins  comf>» 
scd  of  the  best  troops  in  the  company's  service.  Tne  fort  is. 
so  strong,  both  by  nature  and  art,  as  to  be  reckoned  imprcg^ 
nable,  and  so  eflcctually  commands  the  harbour,  that  do 
sel  can  possibly  go  in  or  out  without  being  sunk  by  its  < 
non.  Although  the  rich  commerce  in  cloves  might  make  a 
sufficient  return  to  the  company  for  the  charges  ot  this  iilaniL 
yet  of  late  rears  coffee  has  been  ordered  to  be  cultivated  hewh 
and  is  likely  to  turn  out  to  advantage.  While  this  iilatt 
was  under  tne  government  of  Mr  Barnard,  it  was  diacovovL 
that  considerable  quantities  of  ^old-dust  were  washed 
bv  the  torrents  in  some  parts  of  the  mountaijDSt  and  bj 
cmg  up  the  auriferous  streams  to  their  sources^  tlw  auoi 
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allirt  been  finmd.  Amboina  also  prodaces  a  red  kind  of 
vood,  which  is  both  beautiful  and  durable,  and  is  naturally 
flihrHishffd  in  its  grain  with  abundance  of  curious  fignreft. 
Of  this  wood  they  make  tables,  cabinets,  writing-desks,  and 
qlher  beaotifnl  pieces  of  furniture,  which  are  sent  as  pres^its 
loAe  principal  persons  in  the  government,  the  rest  being 
wid  at  extravagant  prices  all  ofer  India. 

The  ibarth  ffovennnent  under  the  company  is  Banda^  an 
Usnd  about  fifty  leagues  from  Amboina  towards  the  east, 
and  to  the  southward  of  the  Moluccas.  The  covemor,  who 
isjgenerally  an  eminent  merchant^  resides  at  Nirra,  the  capi* 
I  of  the  country,  and  has  several  other  neighbouring  ishmds 
*  his  jurisdiction,  in  the  government  of  all  whidi  he  is 
d  by  a  eonncil,  as  at  Amboina.  In  some  rcpresenta- 
•ent  home^  and  published  by  the  company,  this  island 
is  set  forth  as  being  verv  expensive  to  the  company,  and  so 
tUnly  inhabited  as  tjo  tuc  off  very  little  goods,  while  it  is  so 
basrai  as  to  require  large  supplies  of  provisions.  All  this  is 
pme  artifice;  for,  though  Banda  is  a  very  small  island  in 
oomparison  with  Amboina,  beinjz  only  about  twelve  leagues 
in  ctfcnmference,  it  certainly  anords  as  great  profits,  wuidk 
arise  from  tHb  important  commerce  in  nutmegs,  which  grow* 
hcra  in  such  prodigious  quantities  as  to  enable  the  Dutch 
company  to  supply  ail  the  markets  in  Europe. 

This  admirable  and  mnch-valued  fruit  grows  in  no  other 
partof  the  world  except  Banda  and  a  few  other  small  islands 
in  its  neighbourhood,  named  Orattan,  Chiimanasa,  Wavetf 
Ptth>-wai,  and  Pulo-rion.  The  nutmeg-tree  is  much  like  a 
peach-tree,  but  the  leaves  are  shorter  and  rounder.  The 
fruit  is  at  first  covered  by  two  skins  or  shells,  the  outer  one 
heioz  tough  and  as  thick  as  one's  finger,  which  £ills  off  when 
the  miit  ripens.  This  ojiter  rind  when  candied  has  a  fine 
taste  and  flavour.  When  this  falls  off,  the  next  is  a  fine 
SBSOOth  skin  or  peel,  which  is  the  mace,  or  flower  of  the  nut* 
racg ;  and  below  this  is  a  harder  and  blackish  shell,  much 
like  that  of  a  walnut ;  and  on  opening  this  shell,  the  nutmeg 
is  fbuiid  wiUiin,  being  the  kernel.  The  mace  is  at  first  of  a 
fine  scarieC  ccdoar ;  but,  when  ripe^  it  falls  off  the  shell,  and 
u  tiwn  of  an  orange  edour,  as  it  comes  to 'Europe.  They 
picserre  whole  nntniffis  in  sugar,  which  make  the  best  sweet* 
meat  in  India.  Tlie  Bandanese  call  nutmegs  palloj  and  mace 
ftm0  palla.  There  are  two  sorts  of  nutmegs ;  the  one  being 
of  a  long  shapes  eaU«l  males,  and  the  other  Tonnd  andred^ 

dish. 
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disli,  called  females^  which  latter  have  belter  taste  and  flap 
vour  than  the  other.  When  gathered  and  the  mace  carefidhf 
preserved^  the  shells  are  removed  and  the  nntmegi  dridb 
bein^r  first  thrown  among  quicklime5  as  otherwise  worn 
wpuld  breed  in  and  destroy  them. 

There  are  several  islands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boris 
in  which  the  nutmeg-trees  grow^  but  these  are  carefidlj 
destroyed  every  ^ear,  which  at  first  sight  may  leem  ex- 
traordinary, as,  if  once  destroyed,  one  would  imagine  they 
would  never  grow  again.  Bat  ihey  are  annually  carrisd 
by  birds  to  these  islands.  iSome  persons  allege  that  tbr 
birds  disgorge  them  undigested,  while  others  assert  thit 
they  pass  through  in  the  ordinary  manner,  stilt  reCaiiuiiR 
their  vegetative  power.  Tliis  bird  resembles  a  cuckob^  awl 
is  called  the  nutmeg-gardener  by  the  Dutch,  who  proUbil 
their  subjects  from  killing  any  of  them  on  pain  of  dcstk 
The  nutmeg  is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  strengthening  die 
brain  and  memory,  for  warming  the  stomach,  sweeteninc  the 
breath,  and  promoting  urine;  it  is  also  good  against  flsti- 
lence,  diarrhoea,  hcad-ach,  pain  of  the  stomach,  heat  of  the 
liver,  and  amenorrhoea.  Oil  of  nutmegs  is  a  powerful  ecyr- 
dial.  Mace  is  an  effectual  remedy  for  weakness  of  the  lUh 
mach,  helps  digestion^  expels  bad  humours,  and  cures  flstn- 
lence.  A  plaister  of  mace  and  nutmegs  in  powder,  and  di- 
luted with  rose-water,  greatly  strengthens  the  stomach.  Be- 
ing peculiar  to  Bands,  merchants  from  Java,  Malucca,  Chi- 
na, and  all  parts  of  the  Indies,  come  to  Nera  and  the  other 
towns  of  Banda  to  purchase  mace  and  nutmegs ;  and  imine- 
diatcly  on  their  arrival,  they  all  purchase  wives  to  keep  hone 
for  them  and  dress  their  victuals  during  their  stay,  whidi  ii 
usually  two  or  three  months,  and  when  tlicy  go  away  again 
they  give  liberty  to  these  temporary  wives  to  go  where  they 
please. 

The  island  of  Banda  is  very  hilly,  yet  fertile,  the  govern- 
ment among  the  natives  being  a  kind  of  commonweahb,  ad- 
minisiercil  by  the  Maliomcdan  priests,  who  are  very  strict 
and  severe.  The  po])ulation  of  the  whole  island  may  be 
about  rJ,000  persons  of  all  ages,  of  whom  about  4000  are 
fighting  hun.  It  is  so  well  ibrtified  as  to  be  deemed  impreg- 
nable, yet  there  is  always  a  numerous  squadron  of  small  ves- 
sels on  the  coast  for  I'arthcr  security.  The  garrison  is  nuncr- 
pus,  but  in  a  worse  condition  than  those  of  any  other  garri- 
sun  belonging  to  the  company,  owing  to  the  acavcity  dt 

victuals 
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Tjctuala,  as  the  island  is  of  a  barren  sandy  soil,'  wherefore 
the  soldiers  eat  do^  cats,  and  any  other  animal  they  can 
find.  For  six  montus  of  the  year  they  have  tolerable  aound- 
ance  of  turtle  or  se^tortoises,  and  after  this  they  are  glad  to 
get  a  little  sorry  fish  now  and  then.  Ilieir  bread  is  made 
from  the  juice  oV  a  tree,  which  resembles  the  grouYids  of  beer 
when  first  drawn,  but  grows  ns  hard  as  a  stone  when  dried  : 
Yet,  when  put  into  water,  it  swells  and  ferments,  and  so  be- 
comes fit  to  eat,  at  least  in  this  country,  where  nothing  else 
is  to  be  had.*  Butter^  rice,  dried  fish,  and  other  provisions, 
are  all  imported  from  Batavia,  and  are  much  too  dear  to  be 
purchased  by  the  soldiers,  at  least  in  any  great  plenty.  Thus 
the  inhabitants  are  none  of  the  happiest ;  but,  to  do  them 
justice,  tliey  live  fully  as  well  as  they  deserve,  as  there  is  not 
on  honest  man  on  the  island. 

According  to  the  Dutch^  the  original  natives  of  this  island 
were  so  cruel,  perfidious,  and  intractable,  that  they  were 
forced  to  root  them  out  in  a  great  measure  for  their  own 
securi^,  and  to  send  a  Dutch  colony  to  occupy  the  island : 
But  such  a  colony  as  has  not  much  mended  the  matter,  be- 
ing entirely  composed  of  a  rascally  good-tbr-nothing  peoplej 
who  were  eitlier  content  to  come,  or  were  sentenced  to  be 
sent  here^  almost  to  starve,  not  being  able  to  live  elsewhere. 
Their  misery  at  this  place  does  not  continue  long,  as  they  are 
usually  soon  carried  oiF  by  the  dry  gripes  or  twisting  of  the 
guts,  which  is  the  endemic  or  peculiar  disease  of  the  coun- 
try. Hence,  and  because  wild  young  fellows  are  sometimes 
sent  here  by  their  relations,  the  Dutch  at  Batavia  usually 
call  tliis  k'erbeetering  Is/and^  or  the  Island  of  Correction. 

Macasscr,  or  the  island  of  Celebes,  is  considered  as  the 
fourth  best  government  after  Batavia.  This  island  lies  be- 
tween Borneo  and  the  Moluccas,  260  leagues  or  13^  E. 
from  Batavia.  It  is  a  singularly  irregular  island,  consist- 
ing in  a  manner  of  four  long  peninsular  processes,  two  pro- 
jecting eastwards,  and  two  towards  the  souths  reaching  from 
lat.  1°  SO*  N.  to  5»  4-5'  S.  and  from  long.  IIQ""  to  125»  SC, 
both  £.     It  is  called,  and  with  great  reason,  the  key  of 

the 

'  This  is  contradictory,  liaving  been  before  described  as  hillv,  yet  fer- 
tile.—E. 

*  This  account  of  the  matter  is  not  easily  understood,  and  seems  to  want 
confinnation.  Perliaps  it  is  an  ignorant  or  perverted  report  of  sago :  Yetf 
there  may  possibly  be  some  tree  or  plant  aflording  a  considerable  quantity 
•T  ferula  or  starch  by  expression.— £• 
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the  q>ice  mUuicIb,  and  the  form  of  its  goTernment  it  modi  Ai 
same  as  in  the  other  islands,  consisting  of  a  governor  i«d 
council  Since  the  Dutch  conquered  tliese  islands  fxo^  Ai 
,  Portuguese^  they  have  carefully  fortified  the  sea-coait|  sid 
.have  dways  a  very  numerous  garrison  in  tlie  fort  of  Ms^s* 
aer ,  where  the  ^vemor  resides ;  which  is  particularly  ^ 
.cessary,  as  the  island  is  very  populous,  and  the  natives  sn 
beyond  comparison  the  bravest  and  best  soldiers  in  IpdiSi 
This  nation  long  gave  inexpressible  trouble  to  the  Dold^ 
but  was  at  length  subdued,  and  stands  now  in  as  much  ifi 
of  the  company  as  any  other  nation :  But,  till  very  latdj^b 
the  expences  of  the  troops  at  this  place  were  so  lurgs,  tUt 
the  company  derived  very  little  gain  from  the  conquest,  A 
though  we  slave-trade  here  is  very  profitable. 

Before  the  last  Mocasser  war,  which  ended  in  the  CQtin 
anbjugation  of  the  prince  of  this  country,  he  was  able  to  mh 
cure  great  quantities  of  mace,  nutmegs,  and  cloves^  whicll  hi 
aold  to  the  English  and  other  nations,  at  much  more  reWi^ 
able  rates  than  they  could  procure  tbem  from  the  Datdl 
For  which  reason  tlie  Dutch  were  at  great  pains  and  eipciCi 
to  reduce  this  island  to  entire  subjection,  |hat  it  might  bh 
come  the  bulwark  of  the  Moluccas,  and  secure  their  moBi^ 
poly  of  the  spice-trade :  But,  for  similar  reasons,  the  Dthtf 
JSuropean  powers  ought  to  have  supported  the  king  cilihf 
cesser  in  his  independence.  The  island  of  Celebes  is  wy 
iertile^  and  produces  abundance  of  rice,  and  articles  ofgiest 
value  in  the  Indies.  The  inhabitants  are  of  middle  Bfatanb 
and  have  yellow  complexions,  with  good  features,  and  tie  of 
brisk  and  active  dispositions :  But  are  naturally  thieiiB^ 
traitors,  and  murderers  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  is  not  sds 
ibr  an  European  to  venture  bevond  the  walls  of  the  fort  aftsf 
dark,  or  to  travel  at  any  time  mr  into  the  country,  lest  he  be 
fobbed  and  murdered.  Yet  many  of  the  natives  live  vadff 
the  protection  of  the  Dutch  forts,  being  free  bmyissesj  lAf 
carry  on  considerable  trade,  l^ere  arc  also  a  considersUs 
number  of  Chinese  residents,  who  sail  from  hence  in 
of  their  own  to  all  parts  of  the  company's.  dominioo% 
vho  acquire  immense  wealth  by  means  of  extensive  i 
inerce. 

The  inland  country  is  under  the  dominion  of  thred  diflb^ 
ent  princes,  who,  fortunately  for  the  Dutch,  are  in  contimal 
opposition  to  each  other ;  for,  if  united,  they  might  eas^ 
dirive  the  Pfitch  from  t)ie  island*    One  of  th^se  princes  m 

siykd 
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ftyfed  the  Company^s  Kin^j  as  he  lives  in  good  correspond- 
ence with  the  Dutch,  and  promotes  their  interest  as  far  as 
lie  can.  On  this  account  the  Dutch  make  him  presents  of 
considerable  value  from  time  to  time,  such  as  gold  chains^ 

glden  coronets  set  with  precious  stones,  and  the  like,  in 
ier  to  keep  him  steady  in  his  allegiance,  and  to  prevent 
him  from  uniting  with  the  other  two  princes  of  the  island. 
Some  little  time  before  the  arrival  of  Hoggewein  at  Batavia, 
a  rich  gold-mine  was  discovered  in  Celebes,  to  which  a  di- 
rector and  a  great  number  of  workmen  were  sent  from  Bata- 
▼ia ;  but  how  far  this  has  been  attended  with  success,  our 
anthor  was  unable  to  say. 

'  Temate  is  the  fifth  government  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  farthest  cast  of  all  belonging  to  the  Dutch  do- 
minions in  India,  so  that  it  is  a  kind  of  frontier.  The  go- 
vernor is  always  a  merchant,  and  has  a  council,  like  all  the 
others  already  mentioned.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the 
Molucca  islands,  and  the  king  of  Ternatc  is  the  most  valuable 
(>f  all  the  allies  of  the  company ;  as,  although  his  island 
would  abound  in  cloves,  he  causes  them  to  be  rdoted  out 
Annually,  for  which  the  company  allows  him  a  pension  of 
eighteen  or  twentv  thousand  rix  dollars  yearly.  He  has  like- 
wise a  numerous  life-guard,  with  a  very  strong  fort  well  gar- 
risoned, all  at  the  expence  of  the  company.  The  kings  of 
Tidore  and  Bachian  are  his  tributaries.  Ternatc  is  very 
fertile,  and  abounds  in  all  sorts  of  provisions,  and  in  every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  ease  and  happiness  of  life, 
jet  Its  commerce  is  of  no  great  importance,  hardly  amount- 
ing to  as  much  as  is  necessary  to  defray  the  charges  of  the 
government.  It  was  at  this  time,  however,  expected  to  turn 
out  to  better  account,  as  a  rich  gold-mine  had  been  recently 
discovered.  The  natives  are  a  middle-sized  people,  strong 
and  active,  more  faithful  than  their  neighbours,  and  better 
afiected  towards  the  Europeans.  In  religion  thev  are  mostly 
Mahometans  or  Pagans ;  but  of  late  many  of  them  had  be- 
come Christians,  chiefly  occasioned  by  their  king  having 
declared  himself  of  that  religion,  a  point  ofgreat  consequence 
towards  the  Conversion  of^the  people.  Tne  inhabitants  of 
Ternate  make  a  species  of  palm  wine,  called  Seggeweer,  which 
i/i  excessively  strong.  There  arc  here  many  most  beautiful 
birds,  having  feathers  of  all  sorts  of  colours,  charmingly  di- 
versified, which  are  sent  to  Batavia,  where  thev  are  sold  at 
bigh  prices  on  account  of  their  bCauty  and  doality,  as  they 

may 
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may  be  taught  to  sing  finely,  and  to  imitate  the  human  Toice* 
Many  Birds-or-Paradise  are  also  broujrht  from  this  island. 
There  are  several  sorts  of  these  birds.  The  most  cooinuMi 
kind  is  yelipwy  having  small  bodies,  about  eight  inches  long 
exclusive  of  the  tail,  which  is  half  a  yard  long,  and  sometinwi 
more.  The  second  kind  is  rcd^  the  third  blue,  and  tbefourtli 
black.  Those  last  are  the  most  beautiful  and  most  in  rcqocit, 
being  called  the  King  of  the  Birds-ot- Paradise.  This  kind 
has  a  crown  or  tuft  of  feathers  on  the  top  of  its  head,  whidi 
lies  fiat  or  is  raised  u])  at  pleasure.  In  this  they  resemble 
the  cadocus  or  cockatoo,  a  bird  entirely  white,  with  a  yellow 
crown  on  its  head. 

The  sixth  government  is  Malacca,  which  city  is  the  capi- 
tal of  a  small  Kingdom  of  the  same  name,  inhabited  by  Msi 
layans  or  Malays.  I'hc  governor  here  is  a  merchant,  and  if 
assisted  by  a  council  like  all  the  others.  This  kingdom  of 
Malacca  is  the  south  part  of  the  peninsula  of  India  Ixtyaoi 
the  Ganges,  being  divided  from  the  island  of  Sumatra  by  • 
strait,  named  the  strait  of  Malacca.  This  city  is  of  consiiier- 
able  size^  and  carries  on  an  extensive  commerce,  for  wbidi 
it  is  admirably  situated,  and  is  the  storehouse  or  emporioni 
of  all  that  part  of  India.  It  is  aUo  the  rendezvous  of  ail  the 
homeward-bound  ships  from  Japan,  which  make  at  this  place 
a  distribution  of  their  merchandise  into  various  assortmentif 
which  are  sent  from  hence  to  all  the  settlements  of  the  com- 
pany in  India.  It  is  however  subject  to  the  great  incunvo" 
nience  of  scarcity  of  provisions,  having  nothing  of  that  kind 
except  various  sorts  of  fibli.  The  princes  oi  tlic  adjacenc 
countries  and  their  subjects  are  all  notorious  pirates,  ami 
give  much  disturbance  to  the  trade  of  India;  but  are  parti- 
cularly inimical  to  the  Dutch  company,  and  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  ajl  the  evil  in  their  power  to  its  subjcctSt 
These  people  sufiercd  formerly  some  severe  reverses  from 
the  Portuguese,  who  were  formerly  established  here,  ami 
tiince  t'nini  their  buccessors  the  Dutch,  which  has  gradually 
reduced  their  power,  so  that  they  are  now  much  less  able  U» 
carry  on  their  depredations.  The  natives  of  Malacca  are  oi' 
a  very  dark  complexion,  but  brisk  and  active,  and  greatly 
addicted  to  thieving.  Some  are  idolaters,  but  tliey  are  mostly 
Mahometans. 

When  the  Portuguese  were  masters  of  Malacca,  they  had 
no  le^s  than  three  churches  and  a  chapel  within  the  fortre«» 

and  one  on  the  outside.  That  which  is  now  used  for  worsbip 

•    bv 


CHAP,  xnx.;  SECT.  X.      .  i^ommoflore  JBjoggewoiu  ^  1 5S 

hj  the  Dutch  stands  conspicuously  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and 
may  be  seen  for  a  great  distance  up  or  down  the  straits.  It 
bas  a  fla^Hrtaff  on  the  top  of  its  steeple,  where  a  flag  is  always 
.diq>Iayedon  seeing  a  ship.  The  fort  is  large  and  strong.  A 
third  part  of  its  wails  is  washed  by  the  sea :  A  deep,  narrow, 
and  rapid  river  cQvcrs  its  western  side ;  and  all  the  rest  is 
secured  by  a  broad,  deep  ditch.  The  governor's  house  is 
both  beautiful  and  convenient,  and  there  are  several  other 
good  houses,  both  in  the  fort  and  the  town  :  But,  owing  to 
2ie  shallowness  of  the  sea  at  this  place,  ships  arc  obliged  to 
ride  above  a  league  off,  which  is  a  great  inconvenience,  as 
the  fort  is  of  no  use  to  defend  the  roads.  The  straits  here  are 
not  above  four  leagues  broad,  and  though  the  opposite  coast 
of  Sumatra  is  very  low,  it  may  easily  be  seen  in  a  clear  days 
Hence  the  sea  here  is  always  quite  smooth,  except  in  squalls 
of  windy  which  are  generally  accompanied  with  thunder, 
Bghtning^  and  rain.  These  squalls,  though  violent,  seldom 
last  more  than  an  hour. 

The  country  of  Malacca  produces  nothing  for  exportation, 
except  a  little  tin  and  elephants  teeth ;  but  has  several  excel- 
lent fruits  and  roots  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
refreshment  of  strangers  who  navigate  this  way.  The  pine-i 
afqplei  of  Malacca  are  esteemed  the  best  in  the  world,  as  they 
never  oflend  the  stomach ;  while  those  of  other  places,  if 
eaten  in  the  smallest  excess,  are  apt  to  occasion  surfeits.  The 
mangosiein  is  a  delicious  fruit,  almost  in  the  shape  of  an  ap- 
ple. Its  skin  is  thick  and  red,  and  when  dried  is  an  excel- 
knt  astringent.  The  kernels,  if  they  may  be  so  called^  are 
like  cloves  of  garlic,  of  a  most  agreeable  taste,  but  very  cold* 
The  rambosian  is  a  fruit  about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  with  a 
tough  skin  beset  with  capillaments,'  and  the  pulp  within  is 
very  savoury. 

There  is  a  high  mountain  to  the  N.E.  of  Malacca,  whence 
several  rivers  descend,  that  of  Malacca  being  one  of  them, 
and  all  these  have  small  quantities  of  gold  in  their  cliannels. 
The  inland  inhabitants,  called  Mofiacaboes,  are  a  barbarous 
and  savage  people,  whose  chief  delight  is  in  doing  injury  to 
their  neigbboui's.  On  this  account,  the  peasantry  about  Ma- 
lacca sow  no  grain,  except  in  inclosures  defended  by  thickset 

prickly 

3  This  uncommon  word  Is  explained  by  Johnson,  as  *'  small  threads  or 
hairs  growing  in  the  middle  of  Howcrs,  adorned  with  little  knobs." — Ucn^ 
h  iD2y  be  supposed  to  mean  that  the  fruit  is  hRlry. — ^£, 
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prickly  hedges  or  deep  ditches :  For^  when  the  grain  ii  ripe 
in  the  cfpen  plains,  tne  Monacaboes  never  fiul  to  itt  it  oi 
fire.  These  inland  natives  are  much  whiter  than  die  Mahyi 
(yf  the  lower  country ;  and  the  king  of  Jobor^  whose  saMoeli 
thev  are  or  oud|it  to  be,  has  never  neen  able  to  civilize  tosHL 

When  the  jDutch  finallv  attempted  to  conquer  Maliobi 
from  the  Portuguese,  in  alliance  with  the  kingof  Johor,  ttsl 
besieged  it  both  by  sea  and  land,  they  found  it  too  strong  to 
be  r^uced  by  force,  and  thought  it  would  be  tedious  to  r^ 
duce  it  by  famine.  Hearing  that  the  Portuguese  governor 
was  a  soraid,  avaricious  wretch,  much  hated  bv  the  garrison^ 
they  tampered  with  him  by  letters,  offering  him  mountiifli 
of  gold  to  betray  his  trust,  and  at  length  struck  a  baigua 
Ivith  him  for  80,000  dollars,  and  to  donvey  him  to  BataviSi 
Having  in  consequence  of  his  treachery  got  into  the  ta% 
where  thev  gave  no  quarter  to  any  one  found  in  arms^  tbc^ 
dispatdiecf  the  governor  himself^  to  save  payment  of  thepio- 
mised  bribe. 

The  seventh  government  bestowed  by  the  company  is  AsC 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  governor  here  is  sbnji 
one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Indies,  and  has  a  council  to  Wh 
fiist  him.  This  colony  was  taken  from  the  Portuguese  b^  die 
Dutch  in  165S,  and  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  tire  most  ifli- 
portant  places  in  the  hands  of  the  company,  though  the  pnh 
fits  derived  from  it  are  not  comparable  to  what  they  derive 
from  some  of  the  islands  in  the  East  Indies.  Formerly  things 
were  still  worsen  as  the  revenues  of  this  s^ettlement  fell  sliori 
of  its  eicpences.  Yet  the  company  could  hardly  cany  on 
the  trade  to  India,  were  it  not  in  possession  of  tliis  places  u 
here  only  the  ships  can  meet  with  water  and  other  refresh- 
ments on  the  outward  and  homeward-bound  voyages ;  and 
these  are  indispensably  necessary,  especially  for  such  ships  m> 
ire  distressed  with  the  scurvy.  This  place  so  abounds  m  al 
sorts  of  provisions^  that  there  never  is  any  scarcity,  notwidn 
■tanding  the  vast  yearly  demand,  and  all  ships  patting  hi 
here  arc  supplied  at  moderate  rates.  These  refreshmcots 
consist  of  beef,  mutton,  fowls,  fruit,  vegetables^  winc^  and 
everjr  thing,  in  short,  that  is  necessary,  either  for  recovcri^^ 
the  sick  on  shore,  or  recruiting  the  sea-stores  for  die  contt 
nuance  of  the  voyage  out  or  home.  In  the  space  of  a  ycary 
at  least  forty  outward-bound  ships  touch  here  from  Holland 
alone,  and  in  these  there  cannot  be  less  than  eight  or  nine 
thousand  people.  The  homeward-bound  Dutch  shipa  aie  not 

less 


asAP.  xixi.  SECT.  XI.      Commodore  Rogge9im.  155 

km  than  thirtj^x  yearly,  in  which  there  ore  about  three 
■dMnnand  penons;  not  to  mention  foreign  vcsseis,  whidi 
likewise  put  in  here,  and  have  all  kinds  of  refreshments  fur- 
-nished  to  them  at  reasonable  rates.  There  are  almost  always 
flame  ahipa  in  this  road,  except  in  the  months  of  May,  June, 
-«Dd  Jolv»  when  tlie  wind  usually  blows  with  great  Yiolence 
at  N.  W«  and  then  the  road  is  very  dangerous. 


Section  XL 

^ecauni  of  the  Directories  of  Coromandel,  Surat,  Bengal,  and 

Persia. 

Haying  now  given  a  short  view  of  the  governmenta  in  tlie 
diqx>ial  of  the  Dutch  East-India  Company,  which  are  a  kind 
of  principalities,  as  each  governor,  with  the  advice  and  asaist- 
ance  of  his  counci],  is  a  Kind  of  sovereign,  and  acta  without 
conlFonl  through  the  whole  extent  of  his  jurisdiction,  we  are 
now  to  consider  the  other  establishments  of  the  company  in 
Iodi%  for  carrying  on  this  extensive  trade.  In  all  the  coun- 
tries where  their  affairs  require  it,  they  have  factories,  in  each 
of  which  there  is  a  chief,  with  some  title  or  other^  having 
aho  a  council  to  assist  him  in  regard  to  matters  of  policy  or 
trade.  Among  these,  the  directories  of  Coromandel,  Surat, 
Bangaly  and  rersia  are  all  of  great  importance,  and  the  di- 
rection of  them  is  attended  with  great  profit.  The  directors 
have  the  same  power  with  the  governors,  within  their  re- 
spective jurisdictions ;  only  that  they  cannot  execute  any 
criminal  sentences  within  the  countries  in  which  they  reside^ 
so  that  ail  criminab  are  executed  on  board  ship,  under  the 
flurof  the  company. 

The  directory  of  Coromandel  is  the  first  of  the  four,  and 
has  all  the  forts  and  fiictories  belonging  to  the  Dutch  cm  that 
coast  under  his  jurisdiction.  Besides  Nogapatnam,  on  the 
Boothemmoet  point  of  Coromandel^  and  the  fort  of  GueidriOf 
IB  which  the  director  resides^  they  have  factories  at  Ouene- 
pafna"",  Sadraspatnam,  Masulipatnam,  Pelicol,  Datskorom, 
Benliapatnam^  Nagemauty,  and  Oolconda.  The  Dutch  di- 
rector 18  a  principu  merchant,  and  if  he  discharges  his  office 
irith  reputation,  he  is  commonly  in  a  few  years  pi-omoted  to 
l)e  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Indies.  It  is  not  uncommon 
Tor  a  governor  or  director  in  the  Indies^  in  the  space  of  a 

few 
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few  years,  to  amass  a  fortune  equal  to  the  original  capitdrf 
the  company,  or  six  millions  and  abalf  of  guilders,  orna^ 
j£  600,000  sterling. 

Formerly,  the  country  of  Coromandel  was  diidded  intDi 
great  number  of  principalities,  and  the  little  prinoei  Ml 
chiefs  imposed  such  heavy  duties,  and  gave  such  intem|^ 
tions  to  trade  in  other  respects,  as  rendered  the  compalj 
very  uneasy.  But  after  the  war  of  Golconda,  which  cost  tki 
company  a  great  deal  of  money,  yet  ended  to  their  adfa^ 
tagc,  these  princes  grew  more  tractable.  At  present,  tki 
Icings  of  Bisnacar  and  Hassinga/  who  are  the  roost  powerfU 
in  Coromandel,  live  in  tolerably  good  terms  with  the  Dntik 
and  other  European  nations ;  the  English  and  Danes  hvriag 
also  a  share  in  Coromandel,  with  several  good  fortresses  fit 
theprotection  of  their  trade. 

The  jQ^reat  trade  carried  on  here  is  in  cotton  ffoods,  as  mni- 
lins,  chintzes,  and  the  like ;  in  exchange  for  which  the  Dalck 
bring  them  spices,  Japan  copper,  steel,  gold-dust,  sandal  wai 
iiampan  woods.  In  this  country,  the  inhabitants  are  soae 
Pagans,  some  Maliomedans,  and  not  a  few  Christians.  Thi 
country  is  very  fertile  in  rice,  fruits,  and  herbs,  and  in  Cfoy 
thing  necessary  to  the  support  of  man  ;  but  the  weather  ■ 
exceedingly  hot  during  the  eastern  monsoon.  -  All  the  numii" 
lactures  of  tliis  country,  purchased  by  the  Dutch,  are  traoH 

i)orted  first  to  Batavia,  whence  they  are  sent  home  to  Hfll- 
and,  and  are  thence  distributed  through  all  Germany  aail 
the  north  of  Europe. 

The  second  and  third  directories  are  established  at  Hoog* 
ly  on  the  Ganges,  and  at  Surat  on  the  western  coast  of  la- 
dia,  both  in  die  territories  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and  the  tmk 
most  important  places  of  trade  in  all  Asia.  The  Dutch» 
English,  French,  and  other  European  natives  trade  to  boci^ 
and  have  erected  forts  and  magazines  for  their  security  and 
convenience.  The  best  part  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  bf' 
black  merchants,  who  deal  in  all  sorts  of  rich  goods;  sott' 
as  opium,  diamonds,  rich  stuffs,  and  all  kinds  of  cotton  doAb- 
The  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul  is  of  prodigious  extent,  mi- 
the  countries  under  his  dominion  arc  esteemed  the  ricbcrt  a. 
the  world.  The  air  is  tolerably  pure,  yet  malignant  kftn 
are  common,  generally  attacking  strangers  as  a  kind  of  sea-. 

aooing 

*  Jh'ii  sccmp  to  be  a  mi^priut  for  Nursing,  otberwiao  ibe  Caraatici— Sr- 
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■oning  sickness,  in  which,  if  the  patient  escape  the  third  Aajf 
he  generally  recovers. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  tall  bhick  ro« 
bust  men,  of  gay  and  lively  dispositions.  In  point  of  reli- 
gion, many  ofthem  are  idolaters,  more  of  them  Mahome- 
tans, *  and  some  of  them  Christians.  The  idolaters  are  split 
into  numerous  sects,  some  of  whom  believe  firmlv  in  the 
metempsychosis,  or  transmigration  of  souls ;  for  which  reason 
they  will  not  take  away  the  life  of  any  living  creature,  not 
efen  daring  to  kill  a  fly  or  a  flea.  They  have  even  hospi- 
tals for  -worn-out  oxen  and  old  cows^  where  they  are  fed  and 
attended  till  they  die  of  age  or  disease.  These  people  are  in 
gljeneral  very  industrious,  but  covetous,  false,  and  perfidious. 
They  employ  themselves,  such  as  reside  in  towns,  in  the 
manuiiictures  of  silk  and  cotton  ;  and  those  who  live  in  the 
country  are  very  diligent  cultivators,  so  that  they  annually 
expect  from  hience  vast  quantities  of  grain  to  Batavia* 

The  Great  Mogul  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most  powerful 
princes  in  the  world,  having  a  most  magnificent  court,  and 
a  numerous  army  always  on  foot.     The  directors  at  Bengal 
mid  Surat  know  perfectly  well  how  to  deal  with  him^  and, 
by  making  shewy  presents,  procure  valuable  diaihonds  and 
other  precious  stones  in  return.     Snrat  is  a  town  of  no  great 
antiquity,  yet  very  large  and  immensely  rich.     It  is  in  com- 
pass about  five  miles  within  the  walls^  and  is  computed  to 
contain  about  200,000  inhabitants.     The  Moorish  and  even 
the  Indian  merchants  here  are  many  of  them  prodigiously 
rich.     The  former  chiefly  addict  themselves  to  the  diamond 
trade,  which  is  very  precarious ;  for  sometimes  a  small  stock 
produces  an  immense  fortune,  while  at  other  times,  a  man 
wastes  immense  sums  without  finding  stones  of  any  great 
value:    For,   at  the  diamond-mines,  the  adventurers  pur- 
chase so  many  yards  square  at  a  certain  price,  employing 
slaves  to  dig  and  lift  the  earth,  taking  whatever  stones  are 
found  in  that  spot ;  which  sometimes  are  of  great  value,  and 
sometimes  so  lew  and  small  as  not  to  pay  costs.     Other. 
Moorish  merchants  deal  largely  in  foreign  trade,  and  as  the 
Mc^l  is  a  very  easy  master,  some  of  them  acquire  prodi- 
gious wealth,  and  carry  on  commerce  to  such  an  extent  as 
can  scarce  be  credited  in  Europe.     About  twenty  years  ago, 

[that 

*  This  is  aa  ohvions  mistake,  «§  by  far  tlie  ^renter  ptrt  of  the  popular  If  n 
h  idolatrous.— £. 
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[thnt  18,  about  the  year  1700,]  there  died  a  Moorish 
chant  at  Surat,  who  used  yearly  to  fit  oat  twen^  ssl 
ships,  from  three  to  eight  hundred  tons,  the  cargoes  of  < 
dF  which  were  in  value  from  ten  to  twenty  thousaad  _ 
and  who  always  retained  goods  in  his  warehouses  iqttii 
value  to  what  he  sent  away.     The  customs  of  Surat  i 
every  year  to  upwards  of  Lb  160,000  sterling,  and, 
merchants  pay  three  per  cent,  at  a  medium^  &e  valoe  of i 
goods  must  exceed  five  millions  yearly. 

The  fourth  and  last  factory  under  a  director,  is  thst 
Gambroon  or  Bendar-abassi  on  the  coast  of  Persia.    HI^] 
director  here  is  always  a  principal  merchant^  having  a 
cil  and  a  fiscal  to  assist  him.     As  this  citv  stands  on  the 
aian  gulf  or  sea  of  Basora,  being  the  only  port  of  Persia  Stfi 
the  Indian  sea,  and  lies  at  a  great  distance  firom  Birtanv 
this  direction  is  not  so  much  sought  after  as  others; 
besides,  ,the  heat  at  this  place  is  greater  than  in  any  pailrf' ' 
the  world,  and  the  air  is  excesbively  unwholesome.    Tobi- ' 
lancc  these  inconveniences,  the  director  at  Gambroon  has 
opportunity  of  making  a  vast  fortune  in  a  short  timet 
that  in  general,  in  four  or  five  years^  he  has  no  fiirther 
sion  to  concern  himself  in  commerce.     There  are  i 
other  European  nations  settled  here  besides  the  Dntcb,  hlfr  • 
they  have  by  far  the  best  factory,  and  have  fortified  it  sorf» 
fectually,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  moMf 
tains,  wlio  are  a  crew  of  bold  and  barbarous  robbers^  hM* ' 
never  been  able  to  gain  possession  of  it,  tliough  they  hnir  - 
made  frequent  attempts,    llie  king  of  Persia,  who  reigptk  • 
about  171^2,  came  sometimes  to  Gambroon,  and  distingniibic ' 
cd  the  Dutcli  above  the  other  European  nations  bv  matf  1 
marks  of  his  favour,  and  by  the  grant  of  many  pnvilsgsfc 
Some  time  beforp  that  period,  he  sent  a  gold  aaddle  vil^ 
richly  wrought,  and  adorned  with  precious  stones»  a  pressDt 
to  the  governor  of  Batavia»  desiring  in  return  an  Europssa 
habit  for  himself  and  another  for  his  queen. 

Gambroon  is  a  disagreeable  place  to  live  in,  as  in  AiMHt 
it  is  unbearably  hot ;  and  ^et  the  winter  is  so  coU  that  dMf 
wear  English  cloth  lined  with  furs.  They  have  here  beefHb 
sheep,  goats,  poultrv,  and  fish,  all  good  of  their  kinds^  aad 
tolerably  cheap.  Ihey  have  also  grapes,  melonif  and  mm^ 
goes  in  the  utmost  perfection,  and  excellent  wine^  wfaidi  il 
esteemed  superior  to  that  of  all  other  countries^  imoniMk 
that  it  still  preterres  its  flavonr  after  being  difaifed  with  ftir 


sua- Mcr.  slu     Cworfnn  Roggwmuu  1^9 

I  jl»  OHBtitf  of  watar.  Ac  the  lioM  when  our  ombor 
■I  JMbi  iatwiinr  wsri  raged  to  tuch  a  degree  in  Pv- 
pot  a  eliip  hod  to  be  oontUotJv  Oolioiicd  at  Gambrooa 

5off  l|ie  factoryt  in  ouc  of  danger.  Anotlicr  inoon- 
10  tke  trade  oa  (hU  ooart  proceeded  trum  the  mat 
pirales  on  tbotc  teaiy  mcMily  Kuropcani,  who,  liav* 
pm  away  with  the  ihipt  of  thrir  owncn,  lulitiiitfil  bj 
^g  all  nations.  Among  ihi*«e  at  ihit  time  wai  a  tCooK 
'  the  llare,  whicli  had  been  tent  from  IWlavia  to 
Bot  the  crew  roiitinic*d,  and  flbrccd  their  oflken  to 
AAer  committing  many  depredations  on  this 
sailed  to  the  lied- Sea,  where  they  attacked  and 
manj  Arabian  pirates.  At  length,  being  short  of 
and  not  daring  to  put  into  any  port,  they  re- 
KCnrn;  and  finding  themsclres  auo  in  want  of 
they  leaolved  to  supply  Uiemselvcs  at  an  ishmd.  With 
^  BMSt  of  them  crowded  into  the  pinnace  and  put  off 
shipt  which  gave  an  opportunity  to  the  officers  to 
authority  i  whererore  thejr  cut  the  cabk^  and 
the  ship  into  the  harlmur  of  Ciambroon,  by  which 
^  the  ship  and  cargo  were  rcsiori<d  to  the  Companv. 
lilVpiy  the  Ballorchcsy  who  rebelled  again«t  the  Snaht 
to  make  tlieroselrcs  mA^lcrs  of  the  Englisli  and 
at  Ganihnion,  with  a  body  of  four  thousand 
were  beat  off  at  ImjiIi  places  }  but  a  warehouse  bo* 
Mta  the  Dutch,  at  bome  distance  from  the  factory,  fell 
jpb  hands,  in  which  were  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty 
Wd  pounds.  A  hhurt  time  afterwards,  the  Cunous  ro- 
MMyi  made  himself  master  of  IspahaUf  where  he 
■si  both  the  Engliih  and  Dutch  factories,  taking  from 
pwr  goods  to  the  value  of  half  a  million,  and  from  the 
llAa  value  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

SCCTION  XI L 

Commamieries  of  Malabar,  Gallof  Java,  aad 
miam. 

were  not  thought  of  suffi- 

»vemor  or  director,  the 

'Wished  another  prind- 

loimonder.    If  tho 

person 
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person  entrusted  with  this  authorilv  be  a  merchant  he  ii 
Accountable  for  his  conduct  to  the  civil  gbvemment,  bnt  ifk 
captaini  to  the  military  establishment.'  A  chief  or  odi^. 
mander,  in  conjunction  with  his  council^  has  nearly  Ae 
Mime  authority  with  a  governor,  except  that  he  cannot  (# 
cute  any  capital  judgment  on  criminals,  till  the  case  hite  befe 
rcviowed  and  confirmed  by  the  council  at  Batavia.  * 

At  the  time  when  our  author  was  in  India,  the  commandkr 
fCt  the  fort  of  Cochin  on  the  Malabar  coast,  was  Captain  Ji- 
lins  de  Golints,  a  native  of  Mecklenburg,  from  whom  heil^ 
ccived  great  civilities.  Malabar  was  the  first  cpuntiy  dnfti 
vered  by  the  Portuguese  in  India,  and  in  which  they  esllk 
iished  themselves,  not  without  great  effusion  of  bloody  nik 
were  they  many  years  in  possession  till  they  were  driven  oit 
by  the  Dutch.  These  conquerors,  in  their  turnj  foibnd  it 
very  difficult  to  support  themselves  against  the  niitivet,.'iilB 
attacked  them  with  great  spirit  and  success,  and  had  iniUl- 
bly  driven  them  out  of  the  country,  but  for  the  conn^  lad 
conduct  of  Major  John  Bergman,  who  preserved  their  eib- 
Uishments  with  much  difliculty. 

*  Though  very  warm,  the  climate  of  Malabar  is  verr  bed- 
thy,  and  the  soil  is  feitile  in  rice,  fruit,  and  all  sorts  of  hem 
It  is  divided  into  many  principalities,  among  which  the  fil* 
lowing  are  reckoned  kingdoms;  Cananore,  Calicut,  CnO- 
ganore.  Cochin,  Calicoulan,  Porcaloulang,  and  Travancoift 
As  the  capital  of  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Malabar  was  Ae 
city  of  Cochi.i,  it  may  be  proper  to  describe  this  jittk  kin^ 
dom  as  at  that  period.  It  reaches  from  C/ziVrroy  in  tW 
north,  and  extends  twenty-four  leagues  to  the  southwiidl 
along  the  coast,  being  divided  into  a  multitude  of  small  fc- 
lands  by  the  streams  which  descend  from  the  mountaimflf 
Gtitti,  [the  Gauts.]  These  rivers  have  two  great  or  priilS^' 
pal  mouths,  one  at  Cranganore  in  the  north,  and  the  oiker 
»t  Cochin  in  the  souths  distant  thirty  marine  leagues  froB 
each  other.  The  Portuguese  were  the  first  European  fls- 
tion  who  settled  here,  \vncrc  they  l)uilt  a  fine,  city  on  As 
jrivCr  about  tliree  leagues  from  the  sea  ;  but  the  sea  has  net 
so  gained  on  the  land,  that  it  is  now  not  above  an  handled 
paces  i'rom  the  city.  This  place  is  so  pleasantly  .sitoslol 
that  the  Portuguese  had  a  common  saying*  ^  Tiiat  Chiss 
was  a  good  place  to  get  money  in,  and  Cochin  a  plesml 
place  to  spend  it  at."  The  great  number  of  islands  famd 
by  the  rivers  and  canals^  make  fishing  and  fyy^Vngmj 

amasiDg ; 
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amuiag }  and  the  meuntainss  which  sr^  Rt  no  (preat  dislance^ 
MB  wm  Hbved  nkfa  wild  game.  On  the  wltad  of  Bm^pin 
Ey«ypen3»  Aeve  stRndi  an  old  fiNt  called  Paftape^v,  for  the 
puipoae  cf  inspectinff  all  boats  that  pass  between  Cnaaig^ 
aoM  land  CiDdiin :  And  five  leagues  up  the  riviileCS)  there 
li  a  Somish  church  called  Varapoli  [Virapdl}»  lenred  by 
Tlrench  and  Italian  priests,  and  at  which  tiie  bishop  takes 
M  his  residence  when  he  visits  this  part  of  the  oountry. 
aiie  /Nfibv,  or  superior  priest  at  Virapell  can  raise  taw 
Aousaad  men  on  occasion,  all  Christians  of  the  church  of 
Borne ;  but  there  are  many  more  Christians  of  the  church 
ef  8t  Thomasy  who  do  not  communicate  wifii  ther  Romafr* 
isCs. '  About  two  leagues  fkrther  up  than  Virapell,  towards 
ihe  mountains,  there  is  a  place  called  FirdalgjOy  *  on  the  side 
ef  a  email  but  deep  river/ whore  the  inhabitants  of  Cbdbut 
annually  resort  in  the  hot  months  of  April  and  May  to  rsi* 
firash  themselves.  The  banks  and  bottom  of  the  river  here 
are  dean  sand,  and  the  water  is  so  deer  that  a  small  pdiUe 
It— e  magf  be  seen  at  the  bottom,  in  three  fathoms  water. 

All  the  water  along  this  low  flat  coast,  to  the  souch  of 
Cnanganorei  has  the  very  bad  quality  of  oceasioning  swelled 
legs  to  those  who  drink  (t  This  disease  sometimes  only 
afleote  one  leg,  but  sometimes  both,  and  the  swelling  is  often 
so  great  as  to  measure  a  yard  round  at  the  ancles.  It  occa« 
doBs  BO  pain,  but  great  itching,  neither  does  the  sweBed 
kg  feel  any  heavier  than  that  which  occasionally  i^eaains 
unaffected.  To  avoid  this  disease,  the  Dutch  who  reside  at 
CJoduR,  send  boats  daily  to  Virapell,  from  which  they  bring 
water  in  small  casks  of  about  ten  or  twelve  gallons,  to  serve 
^  dw  oky.  This  water  is  given  free  to  the  servants  of  the 
ComiNmy,  but  private  persons  have  to  pay  siao-pence  for 
each  Gask«fuU,  which  is  brought  to  their  houses  at  that  price. 
Still,  however,  both  Dutch  men  and  women  are  sometimes 
ittlcted  with  this  disease,  and  no  means  have  hitherto  beu 
bund  out  for  prevention  or  cure.  The  old  legend  imputes 
diis  disease  to  the  curse  laid  by  St  Thomas  upon  his  mur* 
derera  and  their  posterity,  as  an  odious  mark  to  distinguish 

T«u  u.  L  them : 

*  A  fsi^  mtSHMting  aocoant  of  the  lemnsnt  of  an  andont  Chriiiuui 
dairoh  ia  the  Trsranoore  country,  a  little  to  the  gouthward  of  Cochin, 
has  been  lately  published  by  Dr  Buchanan,  in  a  work  nnmcd  Christian 
Itesearches  in  India,  which  will  be  noticed  more  particularly  in  an  after 
divittoa  of  our  Collcctioa^— £• 

I  Perhaps  BsnMks  abodt  die  distsace  mentioned  in  the  test— K. 
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them  :  But  St  Thomas  was  slain  by  the  Tilnigue  '  prieiU  it 
Miliapoor  in  Coromandel,  abore  four  hundred  miles  Anmi 
this  coast  $  and  the  natives  there  have  no  touch  of  tbb 
malady.  •      ^ 

CSochin  is  washed  by  the  greatest  outlet  on  this  moitjiy 
being  near  the  sen,  its  situation  is  strong  by  nature^  bit '•if 
has  not  been  wanting  to  strengthen  it.  A3  built  by  ths 
Portugueze,  it  was  a  mile  and  a  lialf  long  by  n  mile  it 
bread  til.  The  Dutch  took  it  in  1662,  when  H^itlpffiM 
Chowz  was  commander  of  the  forces  by  sea  and  land.  Til 
insolence  of  the  Portuguese  had  made  several  of  the  oc^ 
bouring  princes  their  enemies,  who  ioincd  with  the  DatdiH 
drive  them  out  of  tliat  country^  and  the  king  of  Coehitt  i^ 

Erticular  assisted  them  with  twenty  thousand  men.  MbI 
ig  B&er  the  Dutch  had  invested  the  town,  Van  Gbowsft; 
oeived  noticb  of  a  peace  having  been  concluded  between  Bsv* 
tugal  and  Holland,  but  kept  the  secret  to  himself  and -pHb- 
ed  on  the  siege.  Having  made  a  breachiii  the  weakest  p0t 
of  the  fortifications,  he  proceeded  to  a  furious  assarit^  wafak 
tras  kept  up  for  eight  days  and  nights  incessantly,  relieyiig 
the  assailants  every  three  hours,  while  the  Portuguese 
kept  on  continual  duty  the  whole  time,  and  were  quite 
out  with  fatigue.     Finding  the  city  in  danger  of  being  taitfi 

Sr  Storm,  the  Portuguese  at  length  capitulated  and  gave  if 
e  place.    There  were  at  this  time  four  hundred  topoflii 
in  the  garrison,  who  had  done  good  service  to  the  rortih  * 

Suese,  but  were  not  comprehenc^  in  the  capitulation,  (h 
iscovering.  this  omission^  and  knowing  the  cruel  and  liestf 
tious  character  of  the  Dutch  soldiery  in  India^  tliey  dnv 
up  close  to  the  gate  at  which  the  Portuguese  were  to  mank 
out,  and  the  Dutch  to  enter,  declaring,  unless  thej  hrid 
equally  favourable  terms  granted  them  with  the  PoitngMfli 
they  would  massacre  them  all,  and  set  fire  to  the  town.  ^Ifet 
Dutch  f^encral  not  only  granted  them  all  they  askedf  hit 
even  onercd  to  take  those  who  had  a  mind  into  the  DolA 
pay,  to  which  many  of  them  assented.  The  very  davaiir 
the  surrender,  a  frigate  came  from  Goa,  with  the  artickiof 
peace,  and  the  Portuguese  loudly  complained  of  haviitt  bM 
unfairly  dealt  with  by  Van  Chowz  ;  but  he  answm^  ^ 
the  Portuguese  had  acted  in  the  same  manner  with  As 
Dutch,  only  a  few  years  before,  in  the  capture  of  Pemi* 

bM 

3  This  word  ought  usuredly  to  have  been  Trliijga/— £» 
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Imca  in  Brazil.  The  Englidi  had  nt  tbftt  time  afactorjr  in 
Cochin,  but  the  Dutch  ordefcfd  ihcm  iniih^iateiy  to  re- 
move with  all  their  cift'cts,  which  they  accordingly  did  Co 
dieir  factory  at  Paniany. 

On  fining  possession  of  Cochin,  the  Dutch  ^thought  it 
•iob  oteilsive,  and  therefore  contracted  it  to  the  size  it  is 
*nb^,  being  hardly  a  tenth  part  of  what  it  was  before.  It 
■aiCR8Bfes.abDut  600  paces  long,  by  200  in  breadth,  and  is 
.fiiftified  witfi  seven  large  bastion^  and  intermediate  curtains, 
all'  die  ramparts  being  so  thi^k  that  they  are  planted  with 
dtfoble  rows  of  trees,  to  give  shade  in  the  hot  season.  Some 
>ot  Ac  streets  built  by  the  Portuguese  still  remain,  together 
smtb  a  diurch,  which  is  now  uded  forthe  Dutch  worship,  the 
"Cathodral  being  converted  ii!ito  a  warehouse.  The  houie  of 
•theoommandant  is  the  only  one  built  in  the  Dutch  fashion, 
wkich  is  to  near  the  river  tnat  the  water  washes  some  part  of 
Its  walls.  The  flag-staff  is  placed  on  the  steeple  of  the  old 
-cathedra],  on  a  mast  seventy-five  feet  high,  above  which  is 
the  stafQKother  sixty  feet  in  length,  so  that  thti  flag  may  be 
acen  aboVe  seven  leagues  off  at  sea.  The  garrison  of  Cochin 
uauidly  consists  of  three  hundred  men;  and  from  Cape  Co- 
mbrsB  upwards,  in  all  their  fdrts  and  factories,  they  have  five 
liundreu  soldiers,  and  an  hundred  seamen^  all  Europeans, 
beudes  some  topasses  and  the  militia,  lliey  procure  their 
store  of  rice  from  Barcelore,  because  the  Malabar  rice  will 
not'ktep  above  three  months  out  of  the  husk,  though  it  will 
keep  twelve  with  the  husk  on.  This  part  of  the  country  pro»» 
jinoes  great  quantities  of  pepper,  but  it  is  lighter  than  that 
which  grows  more  to  the  northwards.  The  forests  in  the 
iaterior  affiirds  good  teak-wood  for  ship-building,  and  two 
woods,  called  atigdique  and  project,  which  make  beautiful 
idiests  and  cabinets,  which  are  sent  all  over  the  codists  of 
western  India.  They  have  also  iron  and  steel  in  plenty,  and 
'bees*wax  for  exportation.  The  sea  and  tho  rivers  afford 
sbundance  of  excellent  fish  of  various  kinds,  whidi  are  sold 
lery  cheap. 

•  Cranganore,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Cochin,  stands  upon  a 
iiver  nbout  a  league  from  the  sea^  and  at  this  place  the  Dutch 
have  a  fort.  This  place  is  remarkable  tor  having  formerly 
been-  tiie  seat  of  a  Jewish  government,  and  that  nation  was 
once  so  numerous  here  as  to  consist  of  40,000.  families,  though 
now  reduced  to  4000.  They  have  a  synagogue  about  two 
niiles'  from  the  city  of  Cochin^  not  far  from  the  palace  of  the 
rajafa,  apd  in  it  they  carefully  preserve  their  records,  engra- 

vc'U 
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ven  upon  plates  of  copper  in  the  Hebrew  ImngOMgti  mi 
when  any  of  the  charactei^  deeay,  they  are  cot  aa^^aollM 
di^  stiD  pofieai  th«r  hktoi^  down  from  the  rei^  of]U» 
dhadnezzar  to  the  present  day.  About  the  year  1001^  1^ 
Am-  van  Reede  fa*d  iIb  abstract  of  this  hiftory  tranelaledAaB 
Hebrew  into  the  Dotch  language.  Thar  assert  IlieHpM 
to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Manassebi  a  part  or  whkh  waa  ieollf 
Mebucbadnesaar  to  the  most  easterly  province  of  Us  ~ 
criipiref  which  is  alleged  to  have  reached  Cafie 
Twenty  thousand  of  them  travelled  from  Bd^lon  to 
plaee  in  three  yearsi  and  Were  civilly  and  hospitabhr  MaMi 
by  the  inhabitaots  of  Malabar,  who  allowed  tbeas  nbal^tlf 
odnsdence  in  rdigioti^  and  the  free  exercise  of  thehr  MM 
and  industry  in  the  man^^ent  of  their  secular  afiUrSL  H» 


viag  increased  in  numbers  and  richcsi  they  at  lei^dii  hf  f^ 
Key  or  wealth,  became  masters  of  the  small  kiDf;doeB  df  GM» 
ganore :  And  a  particular  fidaily  among  them  being  wm/k 
esteemed  for  wisdom  and  ridies,  two  of  wat  family  "weaadi^ 
sen  by  their  elden  and  senators  to  govern  ihi'ii^wMBM 
wealth,  and  to  roign  jointly  over  them.  At  length  one  af 
the  brothers  invited  his  eoUeafpie  to  a  feast,  at  wUdb  ts 
basely  killed  him,  thinkinfl;  to  i^ign  alone ;  bat  a  saa  of-^ 
deceased  slew  the  fratridue^  after  which  Uie  state  fuB  iMi 
democracy,  which  still  continues  among  the  Jaws 
Their  lands  have,  however,  reverted  for  many  yean  i 
the  hands  of  the  Malabars,  and  poverty  and  oppwsssioB ' 
oooasioned  matiy  of  them  to  apostatise. 

Between  Cranganore  oind  Cochin  there  is  an  isiaDd 
Baypin,  [Vaypen]  four  leagues  long,  but  in  no  fsart 
two  miles  bn^.  The  Dutch  do  not  allow  any  vasssb  s^ 
boats  to  enter  or  go  out  at  Cranganore^  oUijong  all iauB 
the  river  of  Cochin,  which  is  a  Quarter  of  a  mue  braa^  ail 
very  deep,  but  has  a  bar  on  woich  there  is  no  mova 
fourteen  feet  water  at  spring-tides.  The  inhabitanta 
country  are  mostly  idolaters,  over  whom  the  b 
priests  exercise  great  authority,  which  they  muck 
which  the  following  abominable  custom  is  a  strong  insMsfr 
'When  any  man  marries,  he  is  prohibited  from  beodilMatt 
his  wile  the  first  night,  which  function  is  perforaaed  *^ 
stead  by  one  of  the  bramins,  or,  if  none  of  these  be  at 
by  some  other  man.  Foreigners  used  feimcrly  to  lia 
employed  on  these  occasions,  as  the  Malabars  made 
of  them  instead  of  their  own  countiymcBy 
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■wwti  to  dtt  m\n»kute»9  ■omerimfi  to  ibm  rdue  o£  fartj  ot 
it^  pnmidfc  Bat  of  kto  th«  bramins  have  beeome  wo  vaiy 
nfagioai,  dwt  thqr  never  fiul  to  ezeeate  this  duty  dieniielvefc 
Bemes  ihm,  die  bfanuBS  frtouent  the  company  of  the  wo* 
■en  eo  mochy  that  no  one  or  their  reiipon  can  pretend  to 
kmam  hk  own  fiithef  with  any  eertainhr*  For  whidi  reaton, 
by  the  Iowa  of  this  coontry*  tons  or  dangfaters  never  inherit 
the  hnibenda  of  their  mothen,  but  the  heritage  ahri^ 
to  nephews  and  nieces,  by  uitersof  the  deceased  bom  of 
same  mother,  as  eertainly  of  his  bkxul.  This  rule  is  ob< 
abo  in  the  order  of  succession  in  their  royal  frmilie^ 
is  a  faring  proof  of  the  strange  effiscti  of  boundless  si»> 
psestitioa.4 

Tlie  next  eommanderv  is  GallOf  or  Point  de  Galley  on  the 
iriand  of  Ceykm,  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  leagues  from 
GohMDba^  the  Dutch  capital  of  that  island*  Gallo  was  the 
flit  niece  in  C!eylon  taken  from  the  Portoguesc  by  the 
Dntco,  and  still  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade.  The  com- 
mander at  this  piace  is  entirely  dependent  upon  tlic  governor 
of  CSeylon,  and  can  do  nothing  without  his  approhatiim. 
ilboat  the  year  1672^  Lewis  AlV.  sent  out  a  squadron  of 
eigbt  fiwales,  with  orders  to  make  themselves  master  of  this 
plaoe^  this  project  having  been  proposed  to  the  court  of 
France  by  one  Mynheer  Jan  Martin^  who  had  served  the 
Dmeh  East  India  Company  for  many  years^  and  bad  qiutted 
their  service  on  some  disgust.  When  the  royal  orders  came 
to  be  opened  at  sea,  Martin  found  that  the  government  was 
to  be  veited  in  another  persouj  in  case  the  |wu:e  were  taken, 
on  which  he  took  such  measures  as  frustrated  the  object  of 
the  expedition.  Mynheer  van  Coese,  who  then  commanded 
the  I^tch  fleet,  soon  arrived  on  the  coast,  and  the  Fi'enck 
sitired  without  venturing  an  engagement.  They  went  to 
TrmaluunaiOf  or  TrincotionuUee,  and  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
that  namc^  meaning  to  force  the  garrison  of  that  small  fort 
to  sofreoder:  But  Van  Coue  soon  followed  them,  and 
broai^  them  to  action  while  disadvantageously  situated  iu 
the  huj,  and  either  sank  or  burnt  half  of  the  French  fleet. 
The  rest  fled  to  St  Thomas,  on  the  coast  of  Corpmandei,  in- 

u-nding 

*  This  StraQ0B  custom  has  been  differently  related  formerly,  and  we  be- 
H^fe  BUMHS  aocuratelyy  as  nrevalent  only  in  the  Nayra  tribe,  in  which  ths 
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tendinrv  to  have  formed  a  settlement  there :  but  Van  Cow 
Again  feliowed  them  to  that  place  and  seizea^all  their  ihip^ 
many  oF  their  guns  having  been  carried  ashore,  ai  were  tf 
this  time  a  great  number  of  their  officers  and  .men-  .Tht 
French  who  were  on  shore  capitulated  with  the  -Dutdi.to 
qnit  India,  on  being  allowed  shipping  to  carry  them  honi^ 
which  Van^  Gisse  agreed  to,  giving  them  his  fiag-ship^  the 
Groote  liritan^^  ancl  two  others,  for  that  purpose*  •  Martia 
was  detained  and  carried  to  Batavia,  where  he  was  confiasi 
tot  life  on  an  allowance  of  a  rix-dollar  a*day. 

The  next  commandery  is  that  of  Samarang,  on  the  islaai 
of  Java,*  and  be  who  commands  here  has  the  direction  of  all 
the  factories  in  that  island,  except  those  which  depend  iah 
mediately  on  the  government  of  Batavia.  Kuttastira,  whick 
is  the  residence  of  the  emperor  of  Java,  is  within  his  jorisdie* 
Hon.  In*theyear  1 704, .  a  war .  broke  out  in  Java,  bet< 
the  brother  and  son  of  the  deceased  emperor,  as  competi 
for  the  succession,  which  lasted  twenty  years.  The  Dutdi 
rided  with  the  former,  but  the  affections  of  the  nativea  woe 
with  the  latter^  who  drew  over  to  his  party  a  great  nnmber. 
of  the  native  soldiers  who  had  served  under  the  Dutch,  aod 
who,  being  well  disciplined,  behaved  gallantly  on  all  oeor 
sions,  and  gave  the  Dutch  much  trouble. 
'  At  liantafffj  on  the  same  island,  the  Dutch  have  a  itn^ 
ibrt  with  a  numerous  garrison,  to  keep  the  people  in  a«s^ 
who  are  very  mutinous,  and  iar  from  being  well  aficcted  to 
the  Dutch  government.  The  king,  or  rajah  of  Bantam,  hu 
also  a  fort  only  a  few  hundred  paces  from  that  belonging  to 
the  Dutch,  in  which  he  keeps  a  numerous  garrison  fiurlhe 
security  of  i»s  person.  Tlio  only  commodity  of  this  partof  the 
country  is  ])ep|KT.,  of  which  they  arc  able  to  export  10,jOOO 
tons  yearly.  The  king  is  obliged  to  supply  the  compile 
with  a  certain  quantity  of  pepper  yearly;  but  in  all  ochcr<l^ 
hpectb  they  treat  him  kindly  (*nough.  His  domiDiODS  are 
extensive  and  well  pc*opled,  and  his  subjects  are  hardy.aod 
enterprisingly  but  |x*rfiiii()us  and  revengeful,  and  momff 
hate  all  Christians.  The  bay  of  Bantam  is  safe  and 
having  many  islands,  which  stiil  retain  the  names  given 
by  the  Knglish,  who  hnd  a  fine  factory  here,  from  which  thqr 
were  exix^lled  in  ]G8'5.  The  territory  of  Bantam  is  vny 
iertilC)  abounding  in  licr,  pepper,  fruits,  and  cattle.  lal^ie 
interior  of  the  country  tlie  natives  sometimes  find  preciooi 
iiluiui  of  great  vohie^  of  which  however  the  Dutch  raniy 
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get  possession^  as  the  people  Fear  tbcy  might  be  induced  to 
extend  their  oonbuests,  by  which  they  are  already  greatly 

airesacd.  The  head  of  the  factory  at  this  place  hm  the 
e  of  chief.  * 
-  Another  Dutch  chief  resides  at  Padang^  on  that  part  of 
die  ooast  of  Sumatra  which  is  called  the  goldrcoast.  This 
chief  has  a  council  and  fiscal  like  all  the  rest,  and  his  post,  is 
eonsidered  as  both  honourable  and  profitable.  Sumatra  is  a 
Tery  lai^  fine  island,  separated  from  the  continent  of  Asia 
liy  the  SOraits  of  Malacca,  and  from  the  island  of  Java  by  the 
Straits  of  Sunda,  and  is  justly  esteemed*  one  of  the  richest 
and  noblest  islands  in  all  India.  The  Dutch  have  a  fiurtory 
at  Palambangan,  about  eight  leagues  from  the  sea,  on  the 
banks  of  a  very  large  river,  which  empties  itself  into  the  sea 
by  foor  difierent  channels.  The  great  trade  of  this  part  of 
the  country  is  in  pepper,  which  the  Dutch  company  wish  to 
nionopolize,  as  they  have  done  cloves,  nutmegs,  mace,  and 
cinnamon  ;  and  are  at  great  expcnce  in  keeping  several  arm- 
ed baiiu  cruisinff  at  the  mouths  of  this  river,  to  prevent  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call,  smuggling.  •  It  must  be  allowed, 
however,  that  they  have  a  contract  with  the  king  of  this 
country  to  take  all  the  pepper  in  his  dominions,  at  the  rate 
often  dollars  the  bahar  of  400  pounds  weight,  which  is  a  fair 
price.^  They  have,  however,  a  clause  in  the  contract,  by 
which  half  the  price  is  to  be  paid  in  cloth,  at  such  rates  as 
greatly  reduce  the  cost. 

The  interior  of  the  island  is  very  mountainous,  but  most 
of  the  mountains  abound  in  mines  of  gold,  silver,  lead,  and 
other  metals.  The  company  possesses  some  mines  of  gold^ 
said,  to  be  very  rich^  and  great  care  is  ttiken  to  secure, and 
conceal  the  profits.  Gold-dust  is  found  in  great  quantities  in 
all  the  rivers  and  rivulets  of  the  country,  ospeciAUy  when  the 
western  monsoon  reigns,  when  the  torrents  roll  down  from 
the  mountains  with  great  rapidity.  Abundance  of  copper  is 
also  found  here,  of  which  they  make  very  good  cannon. 
There  are  likewise  found  several  sorts  of  precious  stones. 
There  is  a  burning  mountain  on  the  island,  which  continu- 
ally throws  forth  tlame  and  smoke,  like  Etna  in  Sicily;  and 
there  is  said  to  be  a  fountain  of  balsam,  or  petroleum.  This 
island  abounds  also  in  spice  and  silk ;  but  the  air  is  -not  very 
wholesoipcy  esp^ially  to  strangers,  owing  to.  the  great  num-^ 
f  '  berft 

"   ^  Exactly  fire  fivAings  and  two-fifths  of  a  fanhins  the  pound.^B, 
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liem  ef  iiven»  8tgBd«ig  w«ter%  add  diiok  ibrat%  "Whkkmmf 
where  aboaiid«  II.  praduoes  no  wheats  nor  aay  vlhcr  fl£  lb 
gtiian  ^Imh  i^row  in  Eurqpe ;  bat  b^s  plenlgr  of  rkM^  wiln 
and  fruits,  woich  afford  good  and  sufficient  nouriihBiaiUiv 
tbe  iohabitantB.  It  produces  also^  in  great  abundiioa%  W 
nef»  beet-wax,  gin^r,  camphor,  cawi%  pepper,  and  wutf 
jotber  valuable  articles.  It  is  of  great  extent,  being  SM 
leagues  long  from  N.W.  to  S.E.  and  about  50  lewoeaacnsi 
at  an  average.  Tbe  greatest  sovereign  in  the  iabnd  is  lbs 
king  of  Mneenf  Jicheen,  or  Achem,  who  resides  in  a  tkf  d 
that  name  at  die  N.W.  end  of  the  islaisMl.  It  was  Ion  * 
always  gpvemed  by  a  woman,  and  it  is  «ot  above  Ibrtj 

Xjsince  the  government  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  mao, 
ch  several  attempts  have  be^  made  to  restore  the  eli 
constitution.  Achecn  is  a  free  port,  to  whidi  the  lSmJhk§ 
Dutdif  Portuguese^  and  Chinese  resort,  and  in  short  ai  lbs 
trading  nations  of  Europe  and  Asia.  The  goqde  bp 
there  are  rich  brocade^  silks  of  all  kinds,  musuoa  of  all 
raw  silk,  fish,  butter,  oil,  and  ammunition^  for  which  the 
payments  are  mostly  made  in  gold,  ^the  great  coBunoditgreC 
the  country,  and  remarkably  fine* 

During  tbe  western  monsoon,  the  rains  fall  here  widi  pm> 
digious  violence,  attended  with  terrible  storms  of  choadv 
and.  lightning,  and  frequent  earthquakes ;  but  the  penh| 
being  used  to  them,  are  not  much  alarmed.  The  naUSBs 
are,  generallv  speakings  Mahometans,  ami  are  veiy  <mpsrt 
in  mdiiog  all  sorts  of  plate  and  ornaments  in  «oldf  with  my 
few  tools,  yet  with  such  inimitable  dexterity,  that  thsv 
workmanship  sells  at  a  high  rate  all  over  India.  The  eoBv 
pany  sends  a  great  number  of  slaves  to  this  island  every  yssr 
to  work  in  their  gold-mines ;  but  the  kings  in  that  part  of 
the  country  are  seldom  on  good  terms  with  the  DiK»i  wtt 
whom  they  often  quarrel.  The  principal  places  wheiw  flpli 
is  found  are  Triou  and  ManicabOf  and  the  way  in  which  ttiy 
procure  the  gold  is  as  follows : — They  dig  trencbea  at  as 
tx>ttoms  of  the  hills,  so  as  to  intercept  the  torreota  whieh 
roll  rapidly  down  their  sides  in  the  winter  mmiths:  and  ha> 
ving  drained  off  tbe  water  from  the  ditches  in  sunuaar,  thv 
iina  considerable  quantities  of  gold-dust  in  the  mnd  ahira 
remains.  It  is  generally  believed  that  this  island  fimiAsB 
annually  5000  pounds  weight  of  gokl-dust,*  yet  very  lildteC 

tUs 

^  Supposiog  ibcss  troy  pounds,  the  value  ouqrte  cstiioBtcd  at*LjM9|06S 
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this  qoBO&f  ifl  ever  bronffht  lo  Europe^  beiog' mostly  em-! 
ploftd  fay  toe  fltrvnats  <^  we  East  India  Company  in  making 
ynnfcp"""  of  oommodities  in  places  where  gold  bears  a  hign. 
piiee. 

The  Dntch  East  India  Company  has  lonj^  oitartained  a 
pngect  of  building  ships  at  this  ishmd,  as  its  timber  is  so 
good  that  ships  biult  here  are  expected  to  kst  forty  or  fifty 
yiarsy  whereas  those  of  Europe  seldom  kst  more  than  twelve' 
or  thirteen  years.  The  Dutch  have  a  strong  fort  and  great 
factoiy  at  Jambee^  and  another  at  Siaek^  bou  in  this  isuind. 
This  last  place  is  excessively  unwholesome^  owing  to  the  fol- 
lowiiig  circomstanoe^  which  certainly  might  be  obviated*  It 
stmds  on  the  great  river  Andragheira,  into  which,  at  one 
season  of  the  year,  there  come  vast  shoals  of  large  shads,  a 
third  part  of  their  balk  being  composed  of  their  roety  which 
arp  acooonted  a  great  deUcacjr.  Wherefore,  after  taking 
fhese  out^  the  rest  of  the  fish  is  thrown  away,  and  as  these 
lie.  in  gpeat  heaps  to  corrupt,  they  exhale  pestilential  vapoury 
fmdiiWGt  the.  air.  The  persons,  therefore,  who  are  soit  to 
rende  at  Siack^  are  much  of  the  ^ame  description  with  those 
formerly  mentioned  as  aent  to  Banda,  bein^  of  abtuidoned 
characters  and  desperate  fortunes.  There  is  another  very 
considerable  fodory  on  the  river  Bencalis,  which  produces  a 
laige  profit  from  toe  sale  of  doth  and  opium,  for  which  gold* 
daat  ia  received  in  pavmenU  Thia  trade  was  discovered, 
ibonftibrty  yean  ago^  that  is^  about  the  year  1680^  by  a  £m> 
toTf  who  carried  it  on  privately  for  his  own  emolument  for 
ten  years,  daring  which  he  acquired  upwards  of  a  /on  of  gold 
yeariyt  a  Dutch  phrase  Implying  L.  10,000  sterling.  He 
Lhea  resolved  to  secure  what  he  had  got  by  making  a  disclo- 
sure of  this  valuable  branch  of  traffic  to  the  company.  There 
are  also  several  Dutch  establishments  on  what  is  called  the 
Wttt-oooit  of  Sumatra. 

A  very  powerfol  and  wariike  pec^le  subsists  in  this  island, 
Imown  to  Europeans  by  the  name  of  the  Irce-no/ion,  who 
are  equally  averse  from  submitting  either  to  the  Sumattan 
senrereigiis  or  Europeans,  and  have  always  defended  them- 
fidvea  valiantly  a^in&t  both.  All  the  natives  of  Sumatra  are 
much  more  inchned  to  the  English  than  the  Dutch,  per*. 
)ia|ie  because  they  are  not  under  subjection  to  the  former : 
Biit  the  latter  use  every  pl^caution  they  caji  to  prevent  the 
natives  from  dealing  wiui  any  except  themselves.  For  a  con-* 
siderable  time  past,  the  chiefe  at  Padang  have  been  so  uq- 

lucky 
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kicky  as  to  have  their  honesty  much  suspected,  chiefly  oirnf 
to  their  management  of  the  mines,  which  do  not  turn  fNt 
greatly  to  the  profit  of  the  company^vwhile  all  their  oAesn 
gain  immense  sums  out  of  them,  which  the  councils  at  Bk»> 
yfi$L  are  much  dissatisfied  with,  yet  cannot  prevent*  Fordm 
reason  they  change  the  chief  very  frequently,  yet  to  filtb 
purpose. 


Section  XIII; 

Some  Account  of  the  Residences  of  Cheribonj  Siam^  ani 

Mockha, 

The  chiefs  of  tliose  factories  belonging  to  the  Dotdi  ia 
India  are  termed  Reudents^  and  correspond  directly  widi 
the  governor-general  at  Batavia,  and  are  not  dependent  OB 
any  subordinate  governor  or  director.  The  first  of  theseia- 
dependent  residents  is  fixed  at  Cheribort^  on  the  coast  of  Jatl^ 
at  the  distance  of  about  forty  leagues  from  Batavia,  where  ■ 
▼cry  advantageous  coinmerce#|^s  carried  on  by  the  compaav 
in  coffee,  cardamoms,  indigo,  and  cotton.  The  land  at  Un 
place  is  as  fertile  in  rice  and  other  provisions  as  perhqpi  aaj 
country  in  the  world.  This  district  is  of  considerable  cxtab 
and  was  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  four  great  kiid% 
who  used  to  be  styled  pan^eratis,  but  have  now  uie  titles  ef 
sultans,  thougli  their  authority  is  not  much  extended -by 
these  more  splendid  titles.  One  of  these  is  called  the  comp^ 
ny's  sultan,  because  always  attached  to  the  interests  of  tk 
company,  though  in  truth  they  might  all  get  the  same  appst 
lation,  as  they  are  all  under  the  protection  of  the  compmr 
and  freed  from  apprehensions  of  the  king  of  Bantam,  was 
used  formerly  to  be  continually  at  war  with  them,  and  mvl 
have  reduced  them  under  subjection,  but  for  the  assistaneeof 
the  1  )utch.  Since  then,  both  from  gratitude  for  past  fav«mi% 
and  in  expectation  of  future  protection,  they  have  gnailBd 
great  privileges  to  the  company  in  their  dominiona.  *  -Its 
company  maintains  a  fort  at  Cheribon,  with  a  garriita  rf 
sixty  men,  and  has  an  excellent  factory. 

About  half  a  league  from  the  fort  of  Cheribon,  the  tooAi 
of  the  princes  of  Cheribon  stand  in  a  vast  temple,  splendidly 
built  of  various  fine  kinds  of  btone,  and  arc  i»aid  to  contM 
¥ast  riches,  yet  are  left  unguarded,  from  an  idea  that  thct 

arr 
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are  prolectal  by  some  supernatural  power;  and  they  tell 
itrange  stories  of  persons  having  dropt  down  dead^  on  ap* 
proaidung  the  places' where  these  riches  are  hidden,  with  an 
intention  to  steaL  -Many  people  believe  that  the  Javanese 
priests,  who  are  Mahometans,  have  the  power  of  causing 
sudden  death  by  means  of  incantations ;  and  that  they  are 
able  to  enchant  crocodiles  and  serpents,  causing  the  former 
to  go  into  and  out  of  the  water  at  command,  and  the  latter 
to  remain  in  any  posture  they  please.  A  great  number  of 
priests  are  maintained '  about  this  great  temple,  many  of 
whom  have  made  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  are  there* 
fore  held  in  much  veneration.  These  priests  are  all  governed 
by  a  sovereign  pontiiF  or  miifti,  who  is  even  more  respected 
than  the  sultans.  There  was  formerly  a  considerable  Eng- 
lish factory,  at  Cheribon,  having  a  sfnall  town  belonging  to 
it :  But  the  persons  of  the  factory  so  provoked  the  people 
by  intriguing  with  their  wives,  that  they  rose  one  night  and 
massacred  them  all.  Perhaps  this  might  have  been  set  on 
fix>t  by  their  Dutch  neighbours. 

Another  resident  has  the  direction  of  the  company's  affairs 
in  (he  kingdom  of  Siam,  whgre  the  company  carries  on  a 
oonsiderabte  trade  in  tin,  lead,  elcphants-teetli,  gum-lac^ 
wool,*:  and  other  commodities.  The  king  of  Siam  is  a  prince 
of  considerable  power,  and  his  dominions  extend  nearly  300 
leagues.  Being  favourable  to  commerce,  all  nations  are  al- 
lowed .to  trade  freely  in  his  country;  but  ships  of  no  great 
hurden  arc  forced  to  anchor  at  the  distance  of  sixty  leagues 
from  bis  capital;  because  the  river  Menan^  on  which  it  is 
situated,  is  so  rapid  that  they  find  great  difHculty  in  getting 
higher  up.  This  river^  like  the  Nile  and  many  others,  over- 
flows its  banks  at  a  certain  season,  so  that  most  of  the  coun- 
try is  under  water  for  half  the  year^  for  which  reason  all  the 
houses  are  built  on  posts.  The'capital  is  a  large  city,  con^ 
sisting  at  least  of  50,000  houses,  with  a  prodigious  number 
of  temples.^  The  natives  are  all  pagans,  and  nold  this  sin- 
gular maxim,  **  That  all  rdigions  are  good,  provided  they 
tend  to  the  honour  of  God."  They  think^  however^  that  their 
own  is -the  best;  though  they  sometimes  own  that  the  God 
of  the  Christians  is  moat  powcrliil,  because  the  head  of  their 
principal  idol  has  been  twice  beaten  to  pieces  by  thunder. 

This 


*  Perhaps  cqtton,  ofVen  termed  co^/oti-ipoo/,  ought  to  have  been  here 
Ffibsti  tilted. — £. 
-  In  Harris  the  temples  are  stated  at  30,000. — E. 
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This  is  perhaps  the  largest  idol  in  the  world,  aad  is  caDed 
by  the  Dutch  in  derision,  The  great  blockhead  rf  Lust,  He 
is  represented  sitting  cross-Ie^^ed  like  a  tailor;  in  whidi 
posture  he  measures  seventy  ieet  high,  and  every  one  of  hk 
fingers  is  as  large  as  the  body  of  a  man*  About  uree  luigaen 
firom  the  capitai  there  is  a  temple  of  vast  size,  having  an  idol 
not  quite  so  large  as  the  other,  which  the  priests  say  is  hk 
wife ;  and  that  onca  in  seven  years^  one  of  these  goes  to  vial 
the  other.  The  priests  also  pretend  that  both  of  these  idob 
are  of  solid  gold ;  but  the  thunder-clap  which  destroyed  die 
head  of  the  larger  idol  detected  that  part  of  the  dieat,  shev- 
ing  it  to  be  only  brick  and  lime,  very  artificially  gilded  al 
over.  One  may  justly  wonder  that  this  accident  did  not  pal 
an  end  to  the  adoration  of  so  wretched  a  deity;  bnt  where 
superstition  once  prevail^  the  plainest  proofs  very  addom 
produce  any  effect. 

The  country  of  Siam  is  very  rich  and  fertile^  and  there  ii 
n  considerable  trade  carried  on  here  by  the  CShinese.  The 
Dutch  have  here  considerable  privileges,  and  are  the  fimmvi 
ed  nation,  especially  since  the  great  revolution,  when  thsj 
got  into  great  &vour  with  the  new  king,  because  the  Eng* 
hsh  had  been  entrusted  by  his  predecessor,  whom  he  nunw 
dered,  with  the  best  places  in  the  govemmcntf  both  civil 
and  military.  The  Dutch  have  a  &ctory  on  the  side  of  the 
river,  about  a  mile  below  the  city,  where  they  collect  grMt 
numbers  of  deer-skins,  which  are  sent  annually  to  Japib 
The  Siamese  are  themselves  much  addicted  to  trad^  and  tlis 
Chinese  who  reside  here  still  more ;  so  that  they  send  shms 
every  year  to  Japan,  which,  considering  the  difficulty  of  im 
navigation,  is  not  a  little  extraordinary.  The  Siamese  bosrt 
of  having  used  the  compass  above  a  thousand  years  befiireft 
was  known  in  Europe :  But  the  Jesuits  very  justly  observi^ 
that  the  Siamese  and  Chinese  compasses  are  Ycry  unperfect 

The  third  resident  is  fixed  at  Mokha^  being  always  a  mcr> 
chant,  having  two  factors  under  him.  This  country  is  under 
the  government  of  an  Arab  priAce,  styled  Itnaump  who  » 
sides  in  the  inland  country,  about  200  miles  east  firom  l&kha. 
The  sea-port  of  his  dominions  was  formerly  Aden;  bat  as 
that  was  found  very  inconvenient,  he  removed  the  trade  It^ 
Mokha,  then  only  a  fisliing  village.  Mokha  ia  situated  < 
to  the  sea,  in  a  large  dry  sandv  plain,  which  aflbrds 
fruits  nor  water,  except  what  is  brackish  and  nnwl 
and  those  who  are  forced  to  drink  k  hmB  Ifi 
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■r  1m  and  ftH,  which  arv  vcrj  Cravbkaaaie  anil  cImh 
i^    1W  toini  ii  mpplird  vith  vrrj  (tood  and  whnir* 

VHICT  nPOfll  MM*   B  IIWU  ■!  thc  diftBMX  oi  cwmQf 

;  hrt  it  11  io  dear,  bciii|r  braugfal  by  hHid  cm  i'ii||% 
t  mto  Of  Biadi  «  wamU  wcr  don  n  uigknd. 


■^  MhI  malwt  a  iae  ■ppaamncp  froai  ch«  tHi.  dM  baiU" 
Mbv  My*  hut  fhcjr  bok  nmch  belter  wiihoat  ckaa 
k  11m  BMrkcU  arr  wrii  npplwd  wicfa  proiiiiaa^  aaeh 
C  aMttoa,  fToaCs  kid,  lamb,  aad  caiiiclifl«b,  aaidapaiw 
i]%  ifiaca  fewrk,  paitrklpjrti  and  pinfoi.  The  tea  aA 
a  aarkt^  of  fiib»  but  not  wtU  taued,  owiiw  prohaUj  ta 
Btaae  ot  their  bod.  It  ii  aiw  faranhed  all  tbe  jrear 
■aellcBt  froMf  ai|papeaipeaenei,  apncotaiaadi|aiaoe% 
Uk  cImj  make  great  yaniilfai  ofmamaiadet  both  for 
awB  Die  and  ezporuiion.  Yet  there  it  neither  tiaa  weft 
Id  be  aeca  acar  the  loim»  except  a  fear  date^lfieaiii  and 
have  above  two  or  three  ■boareri  ct  rain  in  a 
■o  rain  for  two  or  three  yean*  Amonfi  tha 
rewr,  about  twenty  miles  inland*  aeUoai  a 
^  _  without  a  moderate  shower,  wliich  arakcs  tha 

I  ^ary  fertile  in  such  com  aiul  fruits  as  suk  the  sail  and 
ta»  TbcT  hare  pkmty  of  wheat  and  barley,  but  no  rice, 
oa  Mokha  has  ucen  iiiiuie  a  free  port,  it  has  become  a 
of  great  trade.  Besides  tlie  Hatch  factory,  it  has  one 
pag  to  the  English  Kant-India  Company.  Trade  is 
■mad  on  here  by  Kngksb  fnoc  mcrchaats^  by  i'orto- 
I  Banians,  and  Moors;  alto  by  veisels  from  Bafora, 
^-  apd  MiiskaL  The  countnr  itaelf  prodaoes  few  oom- 
ia^  OBoqit  ooflee  and  some  dnus,  as  myrrli,  oiibanaas 
iftiMBnae  from  Comim^  Socoocrme  akies  from  Socooto* 
liH  ateraXf  wUle  and  yeliow  anenic^  wnne  gtmi^rabic^ 
tok  and  iMlm  of  gihnll  tbaae  two  last  being  broi^t 
ala  Bad  Sea.  llie  oofiee  trade  brings  a  continual  w^ 
f  gold  and  alTer  from  Europe^  particularly  Spaniih 
Oannan  crowns,  and  other  European  siJWr  coinsp 
aad  German  and  Hungorian  gold  ducats,  and 
igroArei  of  Tarkey.  It  is  a  settled  point  here, 
may  be  bougin  and  sold  on  credit  far  a 
Bust  always  be  paid  for  in  ready  OKincy* 
ahipping  that  oomca  here  annually  rather 
iOMy  and  that  bekaigiBg  to  other  natfama 
■wiady  the  same  tonnage.  Tlic  whale  pnn 
r.as  fhinied  with  oqaec-trefi%  which  are 

ncTcr 
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never  allowed  to  grow  above  four  or  five  yards  high.  The 
berries  cling  to  the  branches  like  so  many  insects^  and  an 
shaken  off  when  ripe.  They  are  at  first  green,  then  red,  and 
lastly  of  a  dark-brown  colour. 

The  Dutch  have  here  a  great  advantage  over  all  other 
nations,  in  consequence  of  their  monopoly  of  the  spice-tndi^ 
as  these  arc  consumed  here  in  great  quantities,  which  ooose* 
ooently  enables  them  to  procure  coiFee  at  much  easier  rates 
dian  other  nations.  Yet  this  trade  of  Mokha  is  continoaSy 
falling  offy  owing  to  the  vast  quantities  of  coffee  prodnopd  m 
their  own  plantations,  especially  at  Batavia,  Amboina,  aad 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope:  Even  the  Dutch,  however, 
knowledge  that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the 
raised  on  their  own  plantations  and  that  bronght  finm 
Moklia. 

The  Happjif  Arabia  is  divided  into  many  small  territcuMi 
under  independent  princes,  styled  Emirs,  who  all  pay  a  kind 
of  homage,  but  no  obedience,  to  the  Grand  Signor  or  Ea^ 
peror  ot  the  Turks.  The  Red  Sea  gets  this  name  tnm 
sev^al  parts  of  it  being  of  a  red  colour,  owing  to  its  bottom 
in  these  parts. 


Section  XIV. 

i 

Of  the  Trade  of  the  Dutc/i  in  Borneo  and  Chima» 

Borneo  is  the  largest  island  in  the  East  Indies, '  perfan  . 
the  largest  in  the  world,  being  220  marine  leagoes  fiximib  ; 
to  S.  and  170  leagues  from  E.  to  W.  It  is  divided-  iflia  « 
many  small  principalities,  of  which  the  most  povredid  is  tht  i 
king  of  Jianjaar  Masieen^  and  after  him  the  kings: of  JBorMi  ^ 
and  Sambas.  The  air  is  reckoned  very  unwholesome  ii 
some  places,  on  account  of  being  low  and  marshy ;  and  it  h 
only  thinly  ))copled,  though  abounding  in  very  rich  oonuM* 
dities.  On  the  first  establishment  of  the  Dutch  in  Indiv. 
they  were  very  solicitous  to  have  factories  in  this  island* 
accordingly  fixed  three,  at  the  cities  of  Borneo^  r 
Succadanea;  but  they  soon  found  it  was  imposatUftlVJ 
any  dealings  with  the  natives,  who  oertainiyiBie  ihof 
crudest,  and  most  perfidious  people  in  the  viroiUj 
they  quitted  the  island,  and  though  lefMndi^^ 
Vack,  have .  absolutely .refiiscd  to  M^m^r 
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Borneo  is  as  rich  as  any  in  India.  At  Sambas  and  Banjaar 
MasKen  they  deal  in  diamonds,  of  which  there  is  a  mine  in 
the  interior  country.  These  stones  generally  run  from  four- 
to  twenty-four  carats  each,  though  some  are  found  as  high 
as  thirty  and  even  forty  carats  \  but  the  whole  trade  does 
not  exceed  600  carats  yearly.  They  always  sell  these  stones 
tar  gold,  though  that  is  a  commodity  of  the  island,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  trade  in  gold-dust  at  Pahang,  Say  a,  Calan^ 
UJO9  Scribas,  CatRiy  and  Melanouba.  Bezoar  is  ancjther 
priacipal  article  of  their  trade.  Japan  wood,  fine  wax,  in-p 
ceose,  mastic,  and  several  other  rich  gums,  are  here  mei 
with;  but  the  staple  commodity  is  pepper,  which  this  island 
produces  'in  as  great  abundance  as  any  place  in  India.  A 
drug  is  met  with  in  this  island,  called  piedro  de  porcOf  or 
pork-stmie^  so  highly  esteemed  as  to  be  worth  SOO  crowm 
each ;  aa  the  Indian  physicians  pretend  that  they  can  infat> 
liUy  discover  whether  their  patients  are  to  live  or  die^  by 
exhibiting  to  them  the  water  in  which  this  stone  has  been 
steeped. 

•   Before  the  Portuguese  discovered  the  way  by  sea  to  Indiat 
the  Chinese  possessed  the  whole  trade  of  this  island,  and 
since  the  Europeans  have  declined  settling  here,  it  has  re- 
verted to  them  again.    The  places  where  they  are  settled  are 
Banjaar  Masseen,   Mampua,  Teya,   Lando,  and   Sambas, 
where  they  carry  on  a  great  trade,  furnishing  the  inhabitants 
with  silks,  chintz,  calico,  and  all  the  manufactures  of  China 
uid  Japan.     It  has  been  suggested,  that  a  more  valuable 
trade  might  be  established  in  Borneo  than  in  any  other  part 
of  India,  as  there  come  here  every  year  large  fleets  of  Chi- 
nese junka^  laden  with  all  the  commodities  of  that  empire, 
which  might  be  purchased  here  as  cheap,  or  cheaper  even 
than  in  China  itself.     There  come  also  yearly  some  small 
vessds  firom  the  island  of  Celebes  to  Borneo,  in  spite  of  the 
nUnost  vigilance  of  the  Dutch,  which  bring  considerable 
qoantities  of  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  mace,  so  that  the  Dutch 
are  unable  to  sell  much  of  these  spices  to  the  inhabitants: 
Yet  they  send  ships  here  frequently  to  load  with  pepper,  en- 
deavouring to  keep  up  a  good  correspondence  with  the  kings 
of  Borneo  and  Sambas,  for  the  king  of  Banjaar  Maasecn  re* 
iiises  to  have  any  dealings  with  them. 

Considering  the  vast  sway  of  the  Dutch  in  India,  it  is 
strange  that  they  should  not  have  any  factory  m  China. 
T^ey  have  indeed  formerly  sent  ambassador^  to  that  coui^- 
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tty,  under  pretence  of  demanding  ft  free  trader  bnc  fbiwli 
en  pnrpoie  to  fpm  m  more  aocnrftte  knoirledfle  of  ChoaMM 
of  trade  in  China,  and  in  oonaeqnenee  of  tlmrdiaeeiweiMi 
Aat  manner,  hwre  been  indnded  to  dedine  tPUrfaig  ^ti 
my  direct  trade  to  that  country.  While  they  were 


of  the  island  of  Formosa,  they  carried  on  a  direct  trads^'il 
CShina  with  great  profit ;  Bat|  since  their  espnltion  ftM 
that  island  in  1661,  they  have  not  been  ftUe  to  malw  AH 
trade  turn  out  profitable.  After  the  estaUbhment  of  As 
Oitend  East^India  Company,  they  tried  to  send  sidps  U 
China,  direct  from  Holland ;  bnt  eren  this  came  to  no  gnsl 
icooant,  the  profit  harinff  seldoio  exceeded  twenty-ibe  ftf 
cent,  which,  considering  the  ha2ard  of  so  long  a  voyage^  val 
tMt  considered  a  very  encouraging  return.  It  naa  bMa 
doubted  whether  the  Dutch  were  able  to  deal  with  die  CM 
nese^  where  both  nations  are  upon  an  equal  feodm^  Us  i^  I 
latter  are  certainly  the  cunningest  of  men:  Bendes^'M 
Chinese  are  less  inclined  to  deal  with  the  Dutch  thasi  wMl 
any  other  Europeans ;  and,  when  they  do,  always  hold  AM 
to  harder  terms.  The  port  charges  also  in  Cbinay  and  As 
presents  they  arc  ctjiiged  to  malce,  cut  deep  into  their  giM 
Besides  the  foregoing  circumstances,  as  China  is  at  a  mil 
distance  from  Batavia,  and  as  the  ofiicers  of  the  Ddtcii  iU{[i 
can  so  easily  consign  their  efiects  into  the  banda  of  the  Kh^ 
tuguese,  English,  and  other  ibrei^  merchanta^  ihoy  hM 
been  found  to  mind  their  own  affiurs  much  moro  than  ihM 
of  the  Company.  But  the  principal  reason  of  of  oiding  Al 
trade  to  China  is,  that  the  Chinese  carry  on  a  prodi^bli 
trade  with  Batavia ;  and  tiiough  the  voyage  exceeda  CH 
les^ues,  the  Chinese  junks  mate  the  mn  in  six  ipeeliii  i# 
ingfrom  Canton  in  the  beginning  of  December^  aad  ftniill| 
at  Batavia  in  the  middle  of  January.  The  comunhy  hmm 
the  first  place  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  the  ^ 
brought  by  the  Chinese,  which  are  gold,  silks  of  iJi 
tea,  anniseed,  musk,  rhubarb^  copper,  <juiclc8ilver,  vwrl 
china  ware,  &c.  For  which  they  receive  in  cxefao^gi  kA 
tin,  pepper,  incense,  camphor,  cloves,  nutmegs^  anbeib  'M 
many  other  articles,  on  all  which  the  Dutch  fix  tlM#  oii 
prices,  and  consequently  buy  much  cheaper  than  of 
tions  can  do  in  China.  They  have  also  ibnnd  by 
ence,  that  a  direct  trade  greatly  lessens  this  more  pf 
mode  at  Batavia.  They  have  also  opportunilifla  ef  d|fi^ 
ing  with  the  Chinese  in  mimy  other  ports  ^  Indian  wiw% 

ate 
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ifler  the  ChiaeK  merchants  have  completed  their  sales  to 
Sk  natives,  they  are  glad  to  part  with  the  remainder  of 
their  oomuMiditics  to  the  Dutch,  at  a  cheap  rate.  Thus,  the 
Dotch  East- India  Company  are  able  to  send  home  vast  quan- 
tttiea  of  the  commodities  of  China,  and  purchased  on  very 
idvantageous  terms,  without  trading  directly  to  China,  ei« 
Atr  from  Holland  or  from  Batavia. 


Section  XV. 
Of  the  Dutch  Trade  with  Japan^ 

A  Dutch  chief  resides  at  Japan,  who  is  always  a  princi* 
pd  merchant,  and  is  assisted  by  some  writers  in  the  Com* 
pany's  service.     The  profit  formerly  made  of  this  establish-* 
aiflBt  by  the  Dutch  Elast^ India  Company,  frequently  amount* 
cd  to  80  and  even  100  per  cent,  but  has  fallen  off  to  such  a 
degree^  that  they  rarely  make  now,  1721,  above  eight  or  ten* 
Tms  has  been  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  Chinese,  who  for 
some  time  past  have  purchased  every  kind  of  goods  at  Canton 
that  are  in  demand  in  Japan,  and  it  is  even  said  that  they 
have  contracted  with  the  Japanese  to  furnish  them  with  all 
kinds  of  merchandize  at  as  low  prices  as  the  Dutch.     Ano- 
ther cause  of  the  low  profits  is,  that  the  Japanese  fix  the 
prices  of  all  the  goods  they  buy,  and  if  their  offer  is  not  ac- 
ceptedy  they  desire  the  merchants  to  take  them  home  again. 
This  may  possibly  have  been  suggested  to  them  by  the  Chi« 
Dese^  who  used  formerly  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  at 
BatJBivia*    There  is  no  place  in  all  India  where  the  Dutch 
htcfe  so  little  authority,  or  where  their  establishments  arc  of 
so  little  consequence,  as  in  Japan.      They  are  allowed  a 
small  island  to  themselves,  where  they  have  warehouses  for 
their  goods^  and  a  few  ordinary  houses  for  the  members  of 
the  fiictory ;  but  this  island  is  a  prison,  in  which  they  are 
eompletely  shut  up  as  long  as  they  remain  in  Japan,  not  being 
penBilteci  to  pass  tlie  bridge  that  joins  tliis  island  to  the  city 
of  Naugasaque.     The  only  shadow  of  liberty  that  is  allowed 
diem  is,  that  their  chief,  with  two  or  three  attendants,  goes 
ODoe  a-year  as  ambassador  to  the  emperor.     One  great  rea- 
of  this  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  their  using  too 
lamiliarilies  with  ihe  Japanese  women  ;   but  the  true 
is,  that  tlie  Dutch  have  more  than  once  given  strong 
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iudications  of  an  inclination  to  establish  themiaelTei  in  ihtf 
country  by  force.  > 

A  French  gentleman,  Monsieur  Carron,  who  was  for  tfonl 
time  at  the  head  of  their  factory  in  Japan^  and  who^  in  it«l» 
ral  jonrncys  to  tlie  court,  had  ingratiated  himself  into  tk 
favour  of  the  emperor,  by  entertaining  him  with  acooonlirf 
the  state  of  Europe,  got  his  permission  to  build  a  honae  tt 
the  factory  on  the  little  island  allotted  to  them.  He  aoooii^ 
ly  laid  the  fortifications  of  great  extent,  and  continued  thi 
work  till  he  had  completed  a  handsome  fortification,  an  fan 
of  a  regular  tetragon ;  and  as  the  Japanese  were  quite  iff 
norantin  the  art  of  fortification,  fliey  sufiered  it  to  be  fini» 
edy  without  any  suspicion  of  deceit.  Carron  now  deond 
the  council  at  Batavia  to  send  him  some  cannon,  pUGkel  k 
casks  filled  with  oakum  or  cotton,  along  with  some 
casks  of  the  same  form  filled  with  spices.  This  wai 
accordingly,  but  in  rolling  the  casks  after  landin^b  oif  rf 
them  that  contained  a  brass  gun  burst  open,  by  which  ■Mi' 
dent  the  cheat  was  discovered.  This  put  an  entire  rtopli 
all  trade  till  the  pleasure  of  the  emperor  was  known.  Its 
emperor,  without  prohibiting  trade,  gave  orders  that  BO 
Dutchman  should  presume  to  stir  out  of  the  island  on  piia 
of  deaths  and  ordered  Carron  up  to  Jeddo,  to  answer  for  Im 
fault.  The  emperor  reproached  him  for  abusing  his  fiivoor; 
after  which  he  ordered  his  beard  to  be  pulled  out  fajlk  ^ 
roots,  and  that  he  should  be  led,  dressed  in  a  fool's  coit  mi 
cap,  through  all  the  streets  of  the  city.  He  was  thus  stal 
back  to  the  factory,  with  orders  to  leave  Japan  in  the  int 
ship  that  sailed  for  Batavia. 

The  island  of  Denma^  where  the  Dutch  reside^  it  difiU 
from  the  city  of  Naugasaki  by  a  small  creek  of  salt  watffflf 
alK)Ut  forty  tcet  broad,  over  which  there  is  a  counniat 
bridge,  having  a  draw'-bridge  at  one  end,  of  which  the  Jb« 
pancse  keep  possession,  and  no  Dutchman   can  pass  thii 
without  leave  from  the  governor  of  the  city  ;  neither  dsit 
any  Japanese  converse  wiui  the  Dutch,  except  the  merahflii 
and  factors,  who  have  a  licence  for  that^  purpose.     For  tk 
fecurity  of  the  factoir,  the  iskmd  of  Desima  »  pwllisaiW  il 
found.    It  contains  four  streets,  with  large  warehouse^  fld 
B  spacious  market-place  over  against  th^  bridge,  wlMte  tf 
fitated  times  the  town's  |XH)ple  have  leave  to  trade  with  tb 
Dutch.     So  great  ia  the  jealousy  entertained  of  the  DalA 
that  they  are  not  even  allowed  to  have  the  command  of  tbff 
own  ships  wlule  in  Japan  :  Vor^  as  soon  as  one  of  then  cn- 

te» 


ziii.  SECT.  XT.     Commodore  ttoggtmein.'  179 


die  haiboar,  the  Japanese  take  entire  possession  of  ber,  - 
liking  oat  all  the  arms  and  ammunition,  which  they  lay  ap 
on  abbr^  and  return  again  in  good  order,  when  the  ship  is 
mdy  to  saiL  They  also  exact  a  complete  account  of  all 
tk  men  on  board,  whom  they  muster,  by  one  of  their  own 
Ipmnussanes. 

.  Japan  is  well  peopled,  and  produces  every  thing  necessary 
iir  human  sustenance  in  great  plenty ;  yet  the  l)utch  pay 
\i^  &r  every  thing  they  need,  and  have  even  to  purchase 
wiood  ibr  fuel  by  weight.  The  mountains  are  rich  in  gold». 
■Ivery  and  copper,  which  last  is  the  best  in  the  world.  Their 
piw«**>^"  is  finer  than  that  of  China,'  as  also  much  thicker 
avd  heavier,  with  finer  colours,  and  sells  much  dearer  both- 
m  Lidia  and  Europe*  The  tea  of  Japan,  however,  is  not 
■oar  so  good  as  that  of  Chjma,    Their  lackered  ware,  usa* 

a  called  Japan,  is  the  best  in  the  world,  and  some  of  it 
even  hold  boiling  water  without  being  injured*  They 
kMe  abundance  of  si&s,  both  raw  and  manufiietured,  much 
atranger  than  what  is  produced  in  China.  Their  houses 
are  mortly  built  of  wood,  but  the  palace  of  the  emperor  is 
ef  matUe^  covered  with  copper,  so  remarkably  well  gilded 
diat  it  withstands  the  weather  many  years.  Jeddo  is  the 
metropolis)  and  its  magnitude  may  be  guessed  from  this  cir- 
eomstance;,  that  in  a  great  fire  which  raged  in  this  city  ibr 
ogbt  days^  about  the  year  1660,  it  consumed  120,000  houses 
and  500  temples. 

The  Japanese  are  strict  observers  of  moral  rules,  espe» 
cially  in  commercial  matters ;  insomuch  that  merchants  of 
TPpnfatif?"  put  up  sums  of  gold  cupangs^  always  in  decimal 
■miberSj  in  silken  bags,  sealed  with  their  seals ;  and  these 
Wgs  always  pass  current  for  the  several  sums  indicated  by 
the  seab,  without  any  one  ever  examining  the  contents  of 
the  bags  for  several  generations.     These  cupangi  are  broad 
obloog  pieces  of  gold,  of  about  twenty  shillings  value  in' 
Japan;   but  gold  is  there  so  plentiful  and  cheap,  in  relation 
Id  alver,  tbaX  a  cupaftg  passes  current  in  Batavia  for  thirt}'- 
tiro  f hillings;  and,  after  being  stampt  with  the  lion  of  the 
Company,  it  passes  for  forty  shillings  sterling.     The  Ja-. 
panese  aiteo  are  exact  observers  of  justice,  and  punish  crimes 
with  extreme  rigour.     To  a  man  of  distinction,  when  found. 
guilty  of  a  capital  crime,  the  emperor  writes  a  letter,  com- 
raanaing  him  to  become  bis  own  eKccutioner,  on  an  appoint- 
ed 
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cd  day  and  hour,  on  fienalty  oF  being  subjected  to  the 
exquisite  tortures,  IF  be  suitIvo  the  appointed  time.  Q» 
jecexving  this  mandate,  the  delinquent  invites  all  hif  friwA 
and  near  relations  to  a  sumptiK^us  feast  on  the  set  dnk 
When  the  feast  is  over,  he  shows  them  the  letter  from  its 
emperor,  and,  while  they  arc  reading  it,  he  staba  hiassdl 
with  a  dagger  below  the  navel,  and  cuts  open  his  bdlv  to  die 
breast  bone.  The  capital  punishments  inflicted  on  the  odb- 
nor  people  are  hanging,  beheading,  or  being  flung  om  a 
precipice;  and  for  smaller  faults^  whipping  and  braodiag 
areuiuaL 

*  The  government  of  Japan  would  be  well  pleased  to  A* 
courage  trade  with  all  nations,  but  for  two  conrideratioML^ 
The  first  is,  lest  their  religion  should  he  insulted,  which  wm 
frequently  the  case  from  misguided  zeal,  while  there  wm 
any  Christians  among  the  Japanese.     ll)e  other  procBefc 
from  their  aversion  to  strange  customs,  or  to  any  iiimyvatioe 
in  the  manners  of  the  people,  from  which  they  dread 
worst  consequences*     When  the  Dutch  were  first 
in  this  empire,  the  then  prime  minister  explaincil  their  opt 
nions  on  this  subject  in  the  following  manner :    **  We  sie 
well  acquainted  with  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  sy^ 
tem  of  government  established  among  us,  and  will  on  as 
account  run  the  hazard  of  any  change.     We  know  thsl 
great  revolutions  are  often  brought  about  by  imperceptible 
degrees,  and  are  therefore  resolved  to  cure  the  itch  of  ao- 
velty  by  the  rod  of  chastisement.''     Upon  this  maxim  a  kv 
is  established  in  Japan,  by  which  all  the  subjects  of  tlie  em- 
pire are  prohibited  from  leaving  the  country ;  or,  if  any  do^ 
tliey  must  never  return.     They  arc  so  wedded  to  their  oM 
customs  and  opinions,  and  so  jealous  of  the  introductioB  of 
any  new  or  foreign  customs,  that  they  never  send  any 
biufsies  to  other  countries,  neither  do  they  allow  their 
chants  to  carry  on  commerce  beyond  their  own  country.    A 
ibw  small  junks  are  sent  in  summer  to  the  land  of  YednH  ^ 
country  about  Hfty  leagues  from  the  northern  extremi^  if 
Japan;    and  it  is  said  that  they  bring  much  goJd  htm 
thence. 

There  is  but  one  good  harbour  in  Japan,  all  the  veitaf 
the  coast  being  so  guarded  by  steep  rocks  or  shoah^  tbil 
they  have  no  reason  to  fear  being  invaded.  In  point  of  an 
)itury  discipline  and  bravery,  the  Japanese  far  exceed  tk 
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muCf  and  flare  by  no  means  of  so  base  and  effisminate 
dtions  as  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  i^reat  empiric 
le  govenunent  also  of  Japan  is  perfectly  uniform  and  well 
tiedy  so  that  there  cannot  be  any  diversity  of  interests; 
f  tbongh  several  of  its  provinces  are  denominated  king- 
ins,  yet  all  these  petty  kings  are  under  the  strictest  sub- 
tion  to  the  emperor,  and  the  laws  of  the  couotry  extend 
»r  all.  These  laws  pay  the  strictest  r^ard  to  private  pro- 
rty,  the  fiither  transmitting  to  his  children  not  only  Ihe 
^rimonial  estate,  but  all  the  acqufeitions  of  his  own  induct 
;  and  this  is  certainly  a  poweriiil  prevention  of  any  dep 
s  of  change.  Thoogh  the  emperor  resides  at  Jeddo^ 
rty  days  journey  from  Naugasaki,  yet  he  receives  intelii* 
ice  in  the  space  of  three  days,  of  the  number  and  force  of 
nry  ship  that  arrives,  conveyed  by  a  chain  of  signalrposta^ 
means  of  flags  and  iSre  beacons. 

Ihe  forms  observed  in  business  are  wonderfully  exactf 
1  the  edicts  and  orders  of  the  emperor  are  signified  in 
St  expressive  and  dignified  terms,  containing  very  Iktlo 
the  bombast  and  swelling  style  so  common  among  oriental 
Rts.  Yet,  amid  all  their  good  sense  and  quick  parts,  the 
igion  of  the  Japanese  is  tlie  idlest  and  most  ridioilous  pa- 
lism  that  can  well  be  imagined,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
Scient  proof.  Every  family  has  a  tutelar}'  deity  or  idol, 
ich  is  placed  at  the  top  of  the  house,  and  instructed  to 
tp  off  all  sickness^  misfortunes,  or  accidents  :  And  when 
r  such  happen,  the  idol  is  taken  down  and  whipt,  for  not 
ng  its  duty.  Amida  h  the  name  of  their  favourite  god,' 
residence  in  heaven  is  at  a  prodigious  distance,  insomuch 
t  it  requires  three  years  journey  of  a  departed  soul  to 
ch  paradise,  which  is  only  the  outskirts  or  suburbs  of 
iven ;  but  when  once  there,  the  soul  is  sure  of  getting  to 
Lven,  and  enjoys  a  quiet  residence  in  that  place,  as  none 
the  fiends  dare  come  there  to  give  aimoyance.  They 
re  several  other  gods,  to  all  of  whom  they  are  particularly 
iched  devotees ;  and  each  god  has  his  own  particular 
Bdise,  none  nearer  this  world  than  three  years  journey, 
purpose  to  gain  an  easy  passage  to-these  paradises^  some 
the  zealots  cut  their  own  throats,  and  others  hang  them- 
res.  Their  idols  are  often  carried  in  procession  on  horse- 
Jc,  attended  by  bands  of  music;  and  many  feasts  am} 
rifices  are  made  in  their  honour,  the  idols  being  fed  on 
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the  flmoke  and  flavouri  ivliilc  the  votaries  regale  on  the  i 
stiiiitiul  meats. ' 


Sectjon  XVI. 
Account  of  I  fie  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Ilope^ 

*    NoxaiNc;  remarkable  occurred  to  the  author  of  this  voy^ 

ge»  while  on  the  way  from  Butavia  to  the  Co)x;  of  Good 
ope^  except  seeing  the  wreck  of  the  SchoncnlxTg,  a  ihip 
belonginff  to  the  Company,  which  had  been  loMt  a  little  b^ 
fore.  *  On  coming  in  sight  of  the  Cape,  they  discofcnd 
many  French,  English,  and  Dutch  ships  at  ancboir  ia  ihf 
loads^  some  outward*bound  and  some  homewards.  A  littb 
way  from  the  entrance  of  the  bay  is  a  small  island,  on  which 
there  is  always  a  guard  copnposcd  of  a  scrjennt  and  a  smaD 
number  of  men.  As  soon  as  the  serjeant  sees  what  oonbir 
of  ships  a  fleet  consists  of,  he  hoists  a  flag,  and  fires  so 
many  pieces  of  cannon  as  there  are  Hhipn  in  sigiit*  to  giw 
notice  to  the  commandant  at  the  Cape,  lliey  are  here  eoh 
ployed  in  making  train-oil,  and  in  raking  oyHter-shclls  lo 
burn  into  liinc.  Into  this  island,  malefactors  are  geuerallj 
banished  from  the  Cape,  and  from  niobt  parts  of  Indiii 
Here,  besidcH  the  punitilinient  of  being  separated  from  all 
thcM'r  friends,  they  are  kept  to  the  h«nrdest  lalMUir. 

1  able  liay  ix  very  fine  and  large,  of  u  semi-oval  form,  dh 
teriiig  several  lenguen  into  the  land,  and  may  be  about  niM 
leagues  in  circuit;  but  the  anchorage  is  not  every  wbstt 
equally  good,  and  there  is  m^iiie  danger  near  the  sbon 
Hie  middle  of  the  buy  is  commanded  by  a  very  strong  fiil^ 
being  a  regular  pentagon,  and  each  of  its  fine  bastiooi 
mounts  twirnty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.  Hiis  fort  and  ths 
town  are  situateil  on  the  edge  of  u  plain  about  three  leogM 


•  '  Harris  licre  fiiilijoinB  a  long  cnrjuiry  into  llic  nature  of  the  Dutch  CB^ 
incrco  iu  Japan,  in  the  furm  of  unswcrs  to  a  number  of  queries  oo  tkl 
^i/hjcct :  lint  SN  VK'c  ilinll  liavc  un  opportunity,  in  a  Bubseqiient  dinHOOsf 
thJK  work,  to  f;ivc  niiicli  more  ample  and  RatiHfnctory  accounti  of  llMi 
fn.itteni,  hy  actual  travellers  in  Japan,  this  has  been  omitted,  as  VtSkm 
ami  unsatisfuctory. — £. 

'  Tlui  iH  aaid  tg  hove  liecn  on  tlic  coast  of  Africa  at  the  height  afJIg^ 
^ufuf  w  hither  they  were  driven  by  ii  storm.  JJut  tin's  could  not  poMtfj 
nave  been  the  case  brfure  reaching  tlie  Cape  of  Good  Iiope.«-2. 
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|i  extent,  lying  at  the  bottom  of  three  very  high  mountains^ 
The  first  of  these  is  Lion  Mountain^  having  some  resemblance 
to  a  lion  couchant  The  second  is  Table  Mountaifh  which  is 
much  higher,  and  has  a  broad  flat  top  like  a  table,  beiiig  so- 
high  that  it  may  be  seen  twenty  leagues  out  at  sea  in  clear 
weather.  The  third  is  called  the  uevit$  Mountain^  and  is 
not  so  remarkable  as  either  of  the  other  two*  The  houses 
of  Cape  Town  are  very  neat  and  commodious,  but  are  only 
built  two  stories  high,  on  account  of  the  furious  winds  at 
8.E^  which  sometimes  blow  here. 

About  the  year  1650,  the  Dutch  East-India  Company 
bouffht  a  certain  district  of  this  country  from  th^  Hottentots, 
ks  fSboriffinal  inhabitants,  and  took  care  to  have  it  irome^ 
(BaCcIy  planted  and  well  peopled,  for  the  convenience  of 
tbeir  ships,  both  outward  and  homeward  bound.     All  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  Europeans,  or  deoeended  fronv 
Europeans.     Some  of  the  planters  are  settled  at  the  distaiic^ 
of  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  Cape ;  yet  all  are  obliged 
to  appear  once  aryear  at  a  place  called  Stcllcnboscb,  where 
the  Drossart  or  magistrate  of  the  country  resides.     They 
have  here  to  pass  in  review,  as  all  the  peasants,  as  well  as 
the  towns-men,  are  formed  into  companies  under  proper  offi* 
oers.     After  the  review  is  over,  they  go  back  to  their  respec» 
tjve  plantations,  generally  carrying  home  with  them  what 
tools  or  other  European    articles  they  stand  in  need  of. 
These  people  cultivate  the  ground,   raising  rye,   barley, 
beans,  and  other  grains.     They  also  plant  vines,  which  pro- 
duce excellent  grapes,  of  which  they  make  very  good  wine^ 
Some  of  these  peasants  are  in  very  easy  circumstances,  ha- 
Tinff,  besides  large  and  well-cultivated  plantations,  grcatQocks 
of  weep  and  cattle. 

•  Among  otlicr  colonists,  there  is  one  phout  eight  leagues 
from  Cape  Town,  at  a  place  called  DrakenUehi^  entirely  com- 
posed, of  French  refugees,  who  have  a  large  tract  of  well  cul- 
tivated ground,  and  are  allowed  churches  and  ministers  of 
their  own.  Part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  are  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  and  the  rest  are  iVee  burgesses. 
They  have  n^ular  magistrates,  who  decide  causes  of  smai( 
importance,,  and  regulate  any  little  disputes  that  happen 
among  them ;  but  tmairs  of  moment  are  carried  before  the 
governor  and  comicil,  who  determine  finally  and  without 
tfppeal.  In  the  interior  country,  the  drossart  determines  ii\ 
things  of  small,  consequence  \  but  (dl  mfitter^  of  importan^Q 
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must  come  l)erore  the  governor  and  council,  whose  tenteamti, 
both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases,  are  executed  without  dehgiC 
The  officer  who  commands  here  in  chief,  has  the  rank  mak 
pay  of  major,  yet  docs  the  duty  in  all  respects  of  a  imjiuii 
general.  The  officers  under  him  arc  captains,  lieatciual% 
and  ensigns,  who  take  care  to  keep  their  companiei  alwqt 
complete  and  well  disciplined ;  and  in  case  of  attack,  tbsgr 
can  draw  together  five  thousand  men  at  least,  all  well  anaA 
and  as  good  as  regular  troops  :  Each  peasant  knows  whcisi 
he  has  to  repair  to,  in  order  to  range  himself  under  his  piOi 
per  standard. 

It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  expertncss  with  which  thos 
peasants  manage  their  fire-arms,  an  exercise  in  which  tlm 
are  constantly  employed,  even  from  their  infancy ;  and  it  is 
almost  incredible  how  boldly  they  attack  even  the  fierecst 
animals.  Many  among  them  disdain  to  shoot  a  sleeping 
lion,  because,  as  they  say,  it  shows  neither  skill  nor  courage: 
A\'hen^  therefore,  they  discover  a  lion  asleep,  tliey  throw 
stones  to  waken  him,  and  do  not  fire  till  he  is  on  his  ftet 
A  little  before  the  arriv.il  of  our  author  at  the  Cape,  tipo 
peasants  went  out  together  to  hunt.  (Jne  of  them,  seeing  s 
lion,  fired  at  and  missed  him,  when  the  lion  rushed  upon 
the  ni.'in,  who  threw  away  his  gun^  to  have  more  liberty  ta 
defend  himself.  'Jlic  other  peasant,  on  hearing  the  report^ 
iuistened  to  the  place,  and  found  his  companion  and  the  lion 
i'loscly  engaged ;  on  which  he  snatched  up  the  gun,  and 
i:lew  the  lion  by  a  lew  blows  on  the  head,  but  broke  the  gun 
in  pieces.  The  first  peasant^  whose  propcTty  the  gun  wm 
complained  loudly  of  its  demolition,  blamed  his  companion 
for  coming  up  uncalled  for,  and  even  talked  of  making  faia 
pay  tor  the  gnn,  insisting  that  he  could  have  slain  the  Ikm 
himself  without  aid.  It  was  formerly  considered  a  wonder* 
fill  deed  lor  a  man  to  kill  a  lion  ;  but  now  it  is  so  common 
an  occurrence,  that  they  make  no  more  of  killing  a  lion,  thsa 
we  do  of  shooting  a  hare. 

The  country  about  Cape  Town  is  full  of  vineyards  and 
gardens.  Two  of  these  l)elong  to  the  company,  which  an 
perhaps  the  finest  in  the  world.  One  is  at  the  distance  oftve 
nundred  paces  from  the  fort,  between  the  town  and  TaUs 
Mountain,  being  about  1400  paces  in  length,  by  ^^S  pnoss 
broad,  and  having  a  fine  rivulet  from  the  mountain  runaiM 
through  the  middle  of  it.  It  is  divided  into  quarters,  in  wbica 
x\\vy  cultivate,  with  the  utmost  success,  the  truits  and  flowos 

of 
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if  the  imir  qmdrteni  of  the  globe*  The  other  gardai  is  aboM 
two  leagues  diBtant  from  the  towoi  in  what  is  called  the  Ntm. 
fawfryt  and  b  likewise  k^  in  exi^Uent  order  by  slaves  be- 
longing to  the  company,  of  whom  there  are  sehlom  less  thaa 
five  hmidred.    The  country  hereabout  is  mountainous  and 
itany ;  but  the  yalUes  are  very  agreeable,  and  extremely  ier*^ 
liiei.    The  climate  is  periiaps  the  best  in  the  world,  neither 
eold  nor  heat  being  ever  fdt  here  to  any  intolerable  degreeic 
The  peo|^e  accordingly  live  to  great  ages,  uid  have  hardly 
my  diseases  except  such  as  proceed  from  intemperance  of 
some  kind.    The  mountains,  which  contribute  to  the  whole^ 
someness  of  the  country,  are  supposed  to  be  rich  in  gold  and 
other  valuable  metals.    Some  trials  have  been  made ;  but  aa 
yet  no  mines  have  been  discovered,  or  at  least  none  in  such 
Mtnations  as  would  permit  their  bdjig  worked  to  advantage. 
Mynheer  van  Steely  who  was  lately  governor  of  this  cdo-' 
ay^  travelled  over  the  country,  and  examined  it  with  much, 
attention.    He  caused  gardens  to  be  laid  out,  and  pleasure* 
liooses  to  be  built,  in  several  places ;  but  the  peasants  who 
were  employed  in  building  these  houses  and  cultivating  these 
gardens^  sent  over  a  representation  and  coroplaiut  to  the 
coo^Miny,  alleging  that  these  works  were  prejudicial  to  their 
private  aiS^rs,  and  prevented  them  from  being  able  to  main^ 
tain  their  families;  upon  which  that  governor  was  imme- 
diately recalled*  His  discoveries,  however,  were  of  great  con* 
sequence^  having  made  the  interior  country  known  to  the 
Dutch,  together  with  the  nations  or  tribes  by  whom  it  is  in* 
habited.  These,  so  far  as  yet  discovered,  consist  of  seven  dif- 
ferent tribes,  ail  comprehended  under  the  general  denomina- 
tioQ  of  Hottentots,  The  first  of  these,  and  least  considerable^. 
who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tlie  Cape,  have  no  chie^ 
and  are  mostly  either  in  the  service  of  the  company,  or  are 
em{doyed  as  servants  by  the  townsmen,  or  by  the  peasants 
and  farmers  in  cultivating  the  lands,  or  tending  their  Hocks 
and  herds.  The  second  tribe  inhabit  the  mountains,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  dwell  in  the  caverns  of  the  raountainSf 
being  thieves  and  robbers  by  profession^  and  subsist  entirely 
by  plundering  the  other  Hottentots,  with  whom  they  are 
perpetuidly  at  war;  yet  never  rob  or  molest  the  Christians* 
llie  other  tribes  are  called  the  Great  and  Little  Maquoj  and 
the  Great  and  Little  Kriqua^^  and  tlie  Cajfres.    The  words 

Maqu% 

-^  These  tribes  are  known  in  geography  by  the  names  of  Namaquas  and 
Briqnas,  the  latter  being  also  called  Booshuanas.  The  secoad  tribe  in  tllii 
account  are  named  Bosjemans  by  the  Dutch, — 1^ 
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Maqua  and  Kriqua  signify  king  or  chief^  and  theie  fimr  trihi^ 
are  continually  engaged  in  war  against  each  other  |  to 
when  any  one  nation  is  in  danger  of  being  totally  raini^l 
other  tribes  immediately  take  up  its  cause;  and  these 
tribes  seem  to  have  a  notion  of  maintaining  a  kind  of 
of  power.  .« 

Such  of  the  Hott^tots  as  have  submitted  to  the  HoDandinr 
are  called  the  Company's  Hottentots.  The  Dutch  send  evcqp 
year  fifty  or  sixty  persons  to  trade  among  the  Hottentiil% 
who  purchase  their  cattle^  giving  them  in  exchange  arnchy 
tobacco,  hemp,  and  such  otner  things  as  they  have  occwiog 
fer ;  by  which  means  a  good  understanding  is  kept  up.  Tbcsi 
Hottentots  of  the  Company  are  often  attacked  by  the  other 
tribes,  and,  when  no  longer  able  to  defend  themselves^  their 
king  or  chief  comes  down  to  the  Cape,  attended  by  a  smaB 
escort  of  his  subjects,  to  demand  assistance.  He  goei  imm^ 
diately  to  the  governor,  having  in  his  hand  the  staiFof  ooo* 
mand  given  him  by  the  Company,  decorated  with  their  naoMt 
and  holding  it  in  his  hand,  demands  assistance.  If  the  fO> 
Temor  does  not  think  proper  to  grant  his  request,  but  cndca 
vours  to  shift  him  off  with  fair  words,  he  throws  down  ik 
Stafff  saying,  in  bad  Dutch,  Foor  my,  met  me^r  Cwmpagmm 
Hottentot ;  that  is,  '^  For  me,  I  will  no  more  be  the  Con* 
pany's  Hottentot."  The  governor  generally  sends  him  hoBt 
with  an  escort  of  troops,  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the  comptiij 
to  he  on  good  terms  with  these  chiefs,  who  arc  always  rcidf 
to  do  any  service  required  of  them. 

The  Hoticntots  are  a  very  stupid  and  brutal  people.  Tkf 
rub  their  bodies  all  over  with  rancid  grease,  which  gim 
them  21  very  bad  smell,  so  that  you  may  nose  them  at  a  con* 
Kiderable  dibtaiice.  Their  children  are  all  bom  periedljf 
white;  but  being  constantly  rubbed  with  grease,  and  exposed 
lo  the  sun,  they  grow  by  degrees  quite  brown,  and  aioxMt 
black.  When  a  woman  brings  forth  twins,  one  of  them  ii 
immediately  condemned  to  death,  and  is  tied  to  a  tree»  when 
it  is  left  to  expire.  Some  of  them  have  a  custom  of  extirpa* 
ting  one  testicle  in  their  male  children,  as  soon  as  they  M 
able  to  bear  the  operation,  in  hope  of  preventing  them  afield 
wards  from  begetting  twins.  They  seem  to  have  little  or  no 
religion;  }et  they  frequently  look  with  admiration  at  die 
heaven iy  bodies,  saying,  ^'  He  who  governs  these  is  certainly 
a  being  of  iutinitc  power  and  wisdom."    In  many  respectt 
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flicy  are  more  like  beasts  than  men,  being  abominably  nas^ 
in  their  persotts,  and,  taking  thbm  alto^her,  tbcy  are  cer^ 
tiHily  one  of  the  meanest  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth* 
They  are  short  and  thick-set,  with  flat  noses  like  a  Dutch 
IRig  dog>  Tery  thick  lips,  and  large  mouths,  having  very 
white  teeth,  but  very  long  and  ill  set,  some  of  them  stictin^ 
oat  of  their  months  like  boar's  tusks.  Their  hair  is  blackf 
ifnd  carled  like  wool.  They  are  very  nimble,  and  run  with 
incredible  speed.  They  are  generally  covered  with  a  sheep's 
dsn,  each  man  having  a  quiver  full  of  arrows  on  his  back^ 
and  a  bow  in  his  hand.  Immediately  on  coming  in  sight  d[ 
jsn  enemy,  they  set  up  a  dreadful  cry,  leaping,  dancinfi%  and 
ddpping  about,  and  throwing  themselves  into  the  most  mght* 
iblgostnres. 

The  sevoith  nation  is  named  the  Cqffres,  who  are  certain* 

ly  the  Anthropophagi  who  have  made  so  much  noise  in  the 

work!.'    The  Hottentots  are  much  afraid  of  them,  and  take 

care  to  keep  out  of  their  way  as  much  as  possible,  ibr  fear  of 

being  roasted  or  boiled  if  taken  prisoners.    This  abominable 

nation  has  never  entered  into  any  kind  bf  commerce  with  the 

Christians;  but,  on  the  contrary,  takes  all  the  pains  they  can 

to  entrap  and  murder  them,  in  order,  as  is  generally  believedf 

to  eat  them.    It  is  reported  that  they  have  grown  somewhat 

more  tractable  of  late  years,  and  will  enter  into  some  sort  of 

trade  with  such  as  venture  among  them.    They  are  a  potent 

and  warlike  nation,  strong  and  well«made ;  and  though  blackf 

and  having  curled  hair  like  other  negroes,  they  have  better 

Eices,  and  a  much  more  manly  appearance. 

At  the  distance  of  about  eighteen  leagues  from  the  Cape^ 
there  is  another  port  called  Saldanha  Bay,  which  is,  in  all 
respects,  an  infinitely  better  harbour  than  Table  Bay,  except 
in  wanting  fresh  water,  which  prevents  it  from  being  fre~ 
qnented.  The  animals  of  this  country  are  many.  The  lion 
is  conmion  here^  and  in  hard  winters  often  comes  very  near 
the  habitations  of  the  colonists.  He  is  reputed  the  king  of 
beasts,  because  he  never  eats  a  man  till  he  has  beaten  out  his 
breath  with  his  paws.  Before  attacking  a  man  he  roars  ter- 
ribly, and  shakes  his  mane ;  and  if  he  does  not  give  thcae 
sigiuds  of  rage,  there  is  no  danger  in  passing  him.    Tigen 

and 

-  3  A  yery  dif^rent  account  is  now  given  of  the  Caffires,  or  Konssis  rather, 
^'bo  9re  described  as  a  balf-civilized  ince,  who  ^f^vate  the  ground,  and 
liTe  under  regubr  govenuDent—£. 


^  This  is  a  very  imperfect  account  of  the  Zebra,  which  exactly 
Mts  the  ass,  except  in  colour,  and  is  by  no  means  larger.  One  died  hidf 
in  Kilinburghy  after  being  exhibited  as  a  show,  whidi  was  u  qiiet  flt 
gtiitle  as  any  lady's  donkey.— £. 
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and  leopards  are  also  very  common,  aild  do  a  vast  dedrf 
mischief;  aud  it  is  probable  these  animals  would  be  madi 
more  numerous,  were  it  not  for  a  race  of  wild  dogi,  wbkk 
bunt  in  packs,  and  arc  so  bdd  that  they  often  weary  out  mi 
worry  a  lion.  They  often  destroy  tigers,  leopards,  and  wohn 
and  it  is  said  that  they  will  allow  a  man  to  take  their  pnf 
from  them  when  they  have  killed  it.  Travellers  are  new 
afraid  when  they  fall  in  with  these  wild  dogs,  but  rather  ssr 
joico,  because  they  are  sure  that  no  ferocious  animal  is  in  thi 
ueiglibourhood.  Tliere  are  many  elephants  in  this  comitl|k 
and  of  as  great  size  as  any  in  the  world,  being  oiten  tnm 
twelve  to  fifteen  feet  high  or  better,  their  teeth  weighim 
from  sixty  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  Tlie  raiao^ 
ceros  is  also  often  met  with.  This  animal  is  rather  less  dm^ 
the  ielephant,  bat  stronger.  His  skiii  is  prodigiously  thie^ 
and  so  hard  that  scarcely  any  weapon  can  pierce  it.  Ifil 
snout,  is  like  that  of  a  hog,  on  which  grows  a  solid  hom, 
ortwelve  inches  long,  which  is  much  valued,  because 
ed  an  excellent  medicine  in  convulsions. 

There  are  two  animals  peculiar  to  this  country,  wUdh 
therefore  deserve  notice.  One  is  a  species  of  wild  ass,  which 
resembles  the  common  ass  in  nothing  but  the  length  of  ill 
cars,  it  is  as  large  as  an  ordinary  horse,  and  is  the  nKMl 
beautiful  animal  in  the  world.  His  hair  is  very  soft,  ud 
i'rom  the  ridge  of  the  back  descends  in  coloured  streaks  If 
the  belly,  ibrniing  so  many  circles.  It  is  a  brisk  and  lifdj 
creature,  which  runs  more  swiftly  than  any  horse.  It  is  tsij 
difficult  to  take  alive,  and  when  taken  cannot  be  tamed;  yrt 
hclls  at  a  prodigious  price,  and  is  thought  a  fit  present  ms 
sovereign  prince,  from  its  rarity  and  exquisite  beauty.*  Hn 
other  creature,  found  in  no  other  country,  is  called  by  thi 
Dutch  the  btinkbuttgse/i^  or  Stinking- ledger.  This  isoifthi 
size  of  an  ordinary  dog,  but  is  shaped  like  a  ferret.  Wki 
pursued  by  man  or  beast,  it  retreats  but  slowly,  and  whenii 
enemy  draws  near,  discharges  backwards  a  so  iutolerai% 
fetid  wind,  that  dogs  tear  up  the  ground  and  hide  their  IMMI 
in  it,  to  avoid  tlie  smell.  When  killed,  it  stinks  so  abomw» 
biy  that  there  is  no  approaching  the  carcass^  which  is  thMf 
fore  left  to  consume  where  it  falls. 

It 
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'  It  11  imposttbie  to  describe  all  the  creatures  that  are  seen 
IB  the  TBtl  fbresta  of  Africa,  as  the  inhabitants  see  new  ani- 
nab  every  year  that  are  utterly  unknown  to  them*  •  They  at* 
kge  that,  in  the  middle  of  summer,  when  the  wild  animab 
aie  afanost  raging  mad  with  thirst,  they  resort  in  vast  niulti- 
tades  to  the  rivers  named  Salt,  Elephants^  and  St  John's 
rivers,  where  the  males  and  females  of  different  species  inter* 
nuxing,  produce  strange  beasts  that  seem  to  be  new  species. 
The  Hottentots  in  the  service  of  the  Company  frequently 
cany  the  skins  of  these  monsters  to  the  governor ;  and  our 
author  assures  iss  that  he  saw  one  of  the  following  descrip* 
tkNif  that  had  been  killed  not  long  before.  It  was  about  the 
siie  of  a  calf  of  six  months  old,  and  seemed  to  have  had  four- 
e^es.  The  head  resembled  that  of  a  lion,  but  the  hair  was 
qaite  smooth,  and  of  a  dark  grey  colour.  It  had  tusks  like  a^ 
boar.  The  fore-feet  resembled  those  of  that  creature;  but' 
die  hind-feet  were  like  those  of  a  tiger. 

The  birds  of  this  country  are  in  a  manner  infinite  in  num*  - 
bers  and  sorts;  and  though  they  have  not  been  observed 
often  to  intermingle  species,  yet  hybrids  are  sometimes  re- 
narked  among  them.  The  largest  and  strongest  birds  are  to 
be  found  in  Africa,  among  which  is  the  ostrich,  the  largest 
of  all,  being  commonly  seven  feet  high.  The  beak  is  short 
and  pointed,  but  the  neck  is  very  long.  The  feathers  of  the 
male  are  white  and  black  only^  while  those  of  the  female  are 
mixed  white,  black,  and  grey.  Those  of  the  former  are  most 
esteemed,  as  their  large  feathers  are  better  spread,  and  their 
down  much  softer.  This  bird  is  prodigiously  swifl  of  footf 
and  is  hunted  down  by  hounds.  Their  wings  do  not  serve 
diem  to  fly,  but  assist  them  in  running,  especially  when  they 
have  the  wind  with  them.  The  common  opinion  of  their  be- 
ing able  to  digest  iron  is  totally  false.  They  swallow  pieces 
[if  iron  indeed,  but  then  it  is  only  to  bruise  the  food  in  their 
^zzards,  just  as  other  i)irds  swallow  stones  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. They  arc  also  said  to  leave  their  eggs  uncovered  on 
the  sand,  and  to  take  no  care  of  their  young.  But  those  of 
die  Cape  country  hide  their  eggs  in  the  sand,  and  are  so  ten- 
der of  their  young,  that,  though  naturally  timorous^  if  one  oP 
them  is  missings  they  become  quite  furious,  so  that  it  is  not 
safe  to  go  near  them.  There  are  abundance  of  eagles  of  all 
sorts  at  the  Cape,  which  are  very  bold,  and  frequently  do  a 
great  deal  of  mischief.  They  are  not  very  large,  yet  are  in- 
credibly strong,  so  Uiat  they  often  kill  and  devour  cattle  when 

returning 
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r«tumiag  home  from  work,  wlien  they  come  in  great  flodi 
of  fifty  or  an  hundred  at  once,  single  out  a  beast  ai  it  fcA' 
amon^  the  fiock,  and  falling  upon  it  all  at  once^  kill  and  di$ 
TOur  It. 

.  Some  vears  before  our  author  was  at  the  Cape^  tbere  wis. 
gecn  on  Fable  Mountain  a  bird  as  large  in  the  body  as  •: 
horse^  having  gre^  and  black  plumage.  His  beak  and  talooi: 
were  like  those  of  an  ea^le^  but  of  a  most  dreEulfiil  sise^  Ha. 
sat  and  hovered  about  ttiat  mountain  for  a  long  time,  soA 
the  people  were  persuaded  it  was  a  griffin.  It  frequently  ctP*. 
lied  offsheep  and  calves,  and  at  length  began  to  destroy  the 
cowsi  on  which  orders  were  given  to  destroy  it,  and  it  wM 
accordingly  shot,  its  skin  stuifed,  and  sent  home  as  a  cmiiH 
sity  to  the  Company.  No  such  bird  has  been  seen  sinc5e^  and 
tfao  oldest  people  of  the  colony  do  not  remember  to  hayeheaid 
of  any  such  before.' 

Amca  has  been  long  famous  for  serpents,  and  there  art 
SDch  vast  numbers-  of  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Cape^  that  many  of  them  have  no  names.  Most  of  them  aw' 
extremely  venomous,  and  the  colonists  would  sufler  mocb 
more  than  they  do  from  them^  were  it  not  that  they  have  ft 
qxK:i(ic  remedy  for  their  bites,  not  known  in  Europe.  TU 
remedy  is  tlic  ierpent-stone^  allowed  to  be  factitious,  and  ii 
brought  from  India,  where  they  are  made  by  the  bramiM 
who  have  the  secret  of  composing  them,  which  they  so  ctf^ 
fully  conceal,  that  no  Europeans  have  hitherto  been  aUe  ts 
discover  how  they  are  made.  The  serpent-stone  is  about  tht 
size  of  a  bean,  white  in  tlic  middle,  but  of  a  fine  sky-blot  oi 
the  outside.  When  a  person  is  bitten  by  a  serpent,  thii 
stone  is  applied  to  the  wound,  to  which  it  soon  sticks  bstftf 
itself,  without  the  aid  of  any  bandage  or  plaistcr.  The  pfll 
bitten  begins  immediately  to  swell  and  becomes  inflamsil 
The  stone  also  swells  till  it  becomes  full  of  the  venom,  ttti 
then  drops  oif.  It  is  then  put  into  warm  milk,  where  itsofli 
purges  itself  from  the  venom,  and  resumes  its  natural  ea* 
•our^  after  which  it  is  again  applied  to  the  wound,  where  it 
sticks  as  before,  till  a  second  time  full,  and  so  on  till  all  tht 
venom  is  extracted  and  the  cure  perfected. 

All  the  mountains  of  this  vase  country  are  full  of  minerdi 
and  crystal,  with  many  things  of  great  value,  if  they  could  bi 

^  Tfii«  was  probably  a  stray  C'Mulor,  ami  its  hize  an  onlinoiy  essntf^ 
tfOHy  in  the  |Mu»8ge  ottha  story,  like  that  of  the  three  black  crovi.--£. 
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ffoi  at ;  but  the  natives  are  so  fearfiil  of  being  made  slaves  in 
die  mines,  that  they  tlJ^e  all  imaginable  pains  to  conceal 
them.  There  is  particularly  a  mountain,  about  500  leagues 
from  the  Cape,  called  Copper^numntainj  which  is  supposed  14 
eoatain  great  qnaiotities  of  metals.  Large  quantities  of  cop- 
per have  been  found  here^  which  is  said  to  contain  a  mixtore 
of  gfHA.  Some  Europeans  endeavoured  to  follow  the  nativeSf 
iriio'were  sii^ectied  of  going  to  that  mountain  to  gather 
A»ld,  but  "were  all  massacred.  The  Company  is  so  tender  6( 
Die  Colonists,  and  so  unwilling  to  risk  a  revolt,  that  they  h^e 
even  neglected  a  gold-mine  much^nearer  the  Cap^  the  nuu^- 
casiteB  of  which  gave  great  hopes  of  its  containing  abimdaneel 
of  gold.  Perhaps  the  Company  iuay  have  anotlier  reason  finr 
acting  in  this  manner,  lest,  if  a  gold-mine  .was  discovered  at 
die  (^pe,  it  might  tempt  the  French  or  English  to  undeiK 
take  something  to  their  prgudice.  Under  its  present  mt^ 
iuigement,  die  Dutch  colony  at  the  Cape  is  a  general  advan-« 
tage  to  other  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  Dutch.  A  few  year» 
igo  a  cavern  was  discovered  in  a  mountain  very  near  Cape^ 
lown,  in  which  the  Hottentots  find  the  venom  in  which  thqr 
£p  their  poisoned  arrows.  There  have  likewise  been  found 
abodt  twenty  leagues  from  the  Cape^  some  hot  springs  im- 
pregnated with  steel,  which  have  been  found  to  cure  many 
diseases,  by  using  as  a  bath. 

Considerable  improvements  may  certainly  be  made  on  this> 
ookmy,  for  the  advantage  both  of  the  inhabitants  and  the 
company,  which  latter  make  no  great  gains  by  this  estabiisb-. 
ment  besides  the  convenience  it  smbrds  m  giving  refreshmenta 
to  their  ships  going  to  and  returning  from  India.  The  Com-. 
Vi9^  WQttld  be  glad  of  any  means  that  might  increase  the  var 
fae  of  the  setUement,  omsistent  with  their  maxims  of  govem- 
mentf  and  with  that  indulgence  they  find  it  necessary  to 
shew  the  Hottentots,  who  are  perhaps  more  tenacious  of  their 
liberty  than  any  people  on  earth,  and  the  most  desperate  in 
xesenting  any  attempts  to  its  prejudice. 
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Section  XVIL 

Foyagefrom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Holland,  wUk 
Account  of  St  HcknCi  the  Island  of  Anemmmf  ami  fM 
jtcores. 

Towards  the  end  of  March,  172S,  the  ship  being  iw 
irictiiallcdy  they  sailed  from  Table-bay  whh  a  britk  wmi  4, 
&E.  the  fleet  homewards  bound  consisting  erf*  twenty-dms 
•atlf  mostly  belonging  to  the  Dutch  East  India  dummft 
In  about  three  weeks  they  reached  the  island  of  Si  Hd&m^ 
which  is  in  the  latitude  of  16^  15'  &  [lat.  \6^  S.  long.  »  9t 
WO  This  island  is  about  seven  leagues  in  circuDarereMil 
and  is  entirely  composed  of  rocky  hilb,  which  may  be 
in  is  dear  day  from  the  distance  of  forty  leagues.  It  is 
ptising  to  see  so  small  an  island  in  the  midst  of  the  ooenHM 
so  great  a  distance  from  any  other  land,  being  550  Ifli^Mi 
firom  the  Cape,  500  leagues  from  Brazil,  and  S50  from  At* 
gusta,  which  is  the  nearest  land ;'  yet  the  sea  is  aU  aroundil 
very  deep^  that  there  is  hardly  an  anchorage  to  be  fiMU^ 
This  island  was  first  discovered  by  the  Portuguese^  on  which 
occasion  one  of  their  large  Indian  carracks  was  wrecks^ 
from  the  remains  of  which  they  built  a  chapel,  long  &iiieeda> 
eayed,  biit  which  still  gives  name  to  the  finest  viuley  inib 
nland.  The^  planted  lemons,  oranges^  and  pomegnuuM 
all  over  the  island,  and  left  here  h<^  and  goats,  togete 
with  partridges,  pigeons,  and  peacocks,  for  the  convenMM 
of  ships  toucning  here.  At  one  time  a  hermit  chose  to  fen 
here,  killing  the  goats  for  the  sake  of  their  skins^  whi^M 
sold  to  ships  that  itopped  here  *,  but  the  Portuguese  ramoisi 
him,  as  they  did  afterwards  some  negro  slaves  who  had  al* 
tied  in  the  mountains.  It  is  now  possessed  by  the  riigKifc 
who  have  so  good  a  fort  that  it  is  not  likely  any  other  natifli 
should  be  able  to  drive  them  out.  The  vallies  are  exceediii|^ 
beautiful  and  fertile,  and  in  these  the  weather  is  sometiiMi 
exceedingly  hot ;  but  as  it  is  always  cool  on  the  monntiifl% 
the  inhabitants  can  never  be  in  want  of  a  place  of  refinedh- 
xnent.     It  is  admirably  watered,  having  many  rivulets  mr 


'  Caleo  Xe^ro,  in  Int.  Ify  20'  S.  on  the  coast  of  Africi,  is  tlie 
part  of  the  continent,  an  J  is  probaMv  vih^X  h  referred  to  in  the  teit  unte 
the  name  of  Aii/;usta.— £« 
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■mg  from  die  tops  of  the  bilk  into  the  lai,  the  water  of  thoe 
bong  as  dear  at.cry9taL  The  iiland  produces  abondanoe  of 
mmmmsA^  panlejr,  forrel,  creases^  and  other  herbf»  cxcelleiit 
MBiBst  the  fcar?y.  It  has  also  abundance  of  trees  fit  for 
iSd^bat  none  that  can  serre  as  timber.  All  sorts^of  refresh- 
bmiHb  are  to  be  had  in  plenty. 

ThejF  sailed  fiom  hence  for  the  island  of  Anunmon,  which 
hs  in  lat.  8*  N.  and  lonp  14<*  W  W.  about  200  leagues  N. 
W.  from  St  Hcdcma.  This  is  much  of  the  same  size,  out  die 
shore  is  ezoessireljr  rockjr,  and  the  whole  island  abtolntely 
hmcoy  haviiw  neither  trees  nor  grass,  and  the  entire  f  ur- 
fiwe  seems  as  it  were  rent  asunder,  whence  iorae  have  con- 
crifedy  and  not  widiout  great  show  of  reason,  that  it  had 
beat  fermerly-  a  volcano,  or  burning  mountain.  In  the 
BMUe  of  die  island  there  is  a  high  hill,  on  one  side  of  which 
has  been  finind.  At  one  ^c&«>n  of  the  year,  the  whole 
of  the  island  is  covered  with  iea*fowL  What  chieflr 
\  Aim  to  put  into  the  onlv  harbour  of  the  inland,  is 
the  great  plenty  of  excdlent  turtle  to  be  found  here.  When 
these  animah  come  on  shore  in  the  night  to  lar  their  egss 
the  aaOors  turn  them  enter  on  their  backs  till  ther  hare  lei* 
mae  to  earrj  them  on  board.  These  creatures  willlive  above 
a  noBth  without  any  kind  of  sustennnce,  having  only  a  little 
lak  water  sprinklecl  over  them  tlirec  or  four  times  a-day. 
The  sailoffs  never  weary  of  eating;  them,  I>clieving  tliat  they 
Bake  •  perfect  change  of  their  juices,  freeing  them  entire^ 
ftom  the  scurvy  and  other  diseases  of  the  blood. 

As  this  island  is  a  very  miserable  place  to  live  in,  it  is 
BOBUDoa  to  leave  malefactors  here  when  they  do  not  incline 
to  pot  them  to  death.  This  wa4  done  not  long  before  our 
aolBor  passed  this  way,  to  a  Dutch  book-keeper,  who  was 
convJcled  of  sodomy ;  though  perhaps  this  may  be  consider- 
ed as  •  worse  punishment  even  than  death,  considering  the 
niaeries  that  must  Ijc  endured  in  the  hottest  climate  of  the 
worlds  on  a  place  that  does  not  afford  even  the  slightest  shel- 
ter. After  leaving  this  island,  they  began  to  approach  the 
fine,  which  they  crossed  without  feeling  any  excessive  heat, 
as  the  sun  was  then  towards  the  north,  and  they  had  the  be- 
nefit of  pretty  fresh  galcw,  which  moderated  the  heat  ex- 
tremely. They  now  also  began  U)  see  the  north-«tar  at 
niglit^  which  they  had  not  done  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  it 
is  impwiblc  to  express  how  much  the  eeamcn  were  rejoiced 
at  tbiS'circumstancc. 

VOL.  XI.  V  Coming 
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.  Coming  into  the  latitude  of  18^  N.  we  found  that  part  of  Ae 
Bca  which  is  gener^Iy  so  covered  with  grass  that  it  looks  rt.l 
distance  like  a  meadow.  This  grass  has  a  yelbMsh  casti  bdi)g 
hollow  within,  and  on  being  pressed  it  yields  a  damnj  ni;  C 
cous  juice.  In  some  years  none  of  this  grass  appears^  lAw  | 
in  other  years  it  is  found  in  prodigious  quantities.  Some  in^r 
aginc  that  it  comes  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  as  diven  r^ 
port  that  the  bottom  is  in  many  places  covered  with  grass  si| 
flowers.  Others  conceive  that  it  comes  from  the  ooist.4f 
Africa:  But  our  author  disapproves  both  of  these  opinkwi 
becauscj  if  it  came  from  the  bottom,  there  is  no  reasm  vlf 
the  same  appearance  should  not.be  found  elsewhere  (  mhtoh 
as,  if  it  came  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  ought  to  be  Ibnl 
in  other  situations,  especially  near  that  coast*  Hia  opinio^ 
therefore,  is^  that  it  comes  from  the  coast  of  Amerio^  sni 
particularly  from  the  Gulf  of  Bahama  or  Mexico^  wfaM:ii 
IS  known  to  grow  in  great  abundance,  and  where,  whs^sit 
comes  to  maturity,  it  breaks  o£^  and  is  carried  away  fay  Al 
currents.*  .  i 

Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  account  for  the  mdtifll 
and  course  of  currents  in  the  ocean,  which,  in  some  ftMHk 
run  for  six  months  in  one  direction,  and  six  in  another,  lAh 
in  other  places  they  run  always  one  way.  There  are  instiAr 
ces.  also  where  they  run  one  way  for  a  day  or  two  after  fd 
moon,  and  then  run  strongly  in  the  opposite  direction  tV 
next  full  moon.  Seamen  also  observe,  that  in  places  when  | 
the  trade-winds  blow,  the  currents  are  generallv  infloeii^ 
by  them,  moving  the  same  way  with  the  winds,  but  not  wbli' 
equal  force  in  ail  places ;  neither  are  th^  so  discernible  || 
the  wide  ocean,  but  chiefly  about  islands,  where  their  tttetli 
are  more  or  less  felt  according  as  they  are  influenced  hi- 
being  more  or  less  in  tlie  way  of  tlie  trade-winds*.  It  auHl- 
be  of  great  service  to  navigation  if  sensible  men  wQuId  lllv 
notice  of  these  currents,  and  enquire  into  the  reason  of  tbslf. 
appearances.  In  old  books  of  voyages  we  find  many 
wonders  than  in  those  of  later  date,  not  because  the  coarse 
nature  is  at  all  changed,  but  because  nature  was  not  thca 
well  understood.  A  thousand  things  were  prodigious 
tury  ago,  which  are  not  now  at  all  strange.   Thus  the 


*  In  the  old  Portuguese  maps  and  voyages,  Uiis  port  of  the 
called  Mar  de  Sargatso,  or  the  Sea  qfCrcsies;  SargSMO  vaJtijfba* 
cresses,  which  these  weeds  which  spread  over  the  sen  neany  rajhi 
Harrii.  •    f 
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it  die  Cope  of  Crood  Hope^  which  make  so  great  a  figure  in 
die  biftones  of  the  Portogaese  dncoveriet,  are  now Icnovn 
Id  knre  been  merdjr  the  emct  of  endcaTOuring  to  double  that 
One  at  a  wrong  season  of  the  year. 

IB  die  East  and  West  Indies,  the  natives  are  able  to  fbre^ 
idl  hurricanes  and  tornadoes,  not  from  any  superior  skil^ 
but  bj  obserfing  certain  signs  which  usimlly  precede  them. 
Tbene  is  often  so  little  apparent  connection  between  the  sign 
and  die  event,  that  men  who  vahie  themselves  on  their  wis- 
dom are  apt  to  slight  such  warnings  as  impertinent  and  ab- 
surd*    But  they  had  better  enquire  diligently  into  fiicts,  and 

'  ~  er  receive  nor  reject  them  too  hastily.     In  the  present 

it  is  a  clear  matter  of  fact  that  the  sea,  in  the  latitude  of 

18^  N«  between  Africa  and  America,  is  frequently  covered 

^di  Wieeds  to  a  great  extent,  and  there  is  good  reason  for 

oqiiiry  as  to  whence  these  weeds  come.    In  the  first  voyage 

■flde  DV  the  famous  Columbus  for  the  discovery  of  the  new 

world,  he  met  with  tiiis  grass  or  seorwecd  floating  on  the 

9eB,  without  which  he  could  not  have  prevailed  on  his  sailors 

to  continue  the  voyage ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  tliat,  by 

ponming  his  course  uirough  these  weeds,  he  arrived  in  the 

Golf  of  Bahama,  the  place  whence  our  present  author  suppo* 

sea  diis  sea-grass  to  come.' 

Continuing  their  course  to  the  north,  they  encountered 
hard  gdes  <n  wind^  by  which  thev  were  driven  into  lat.  37^ 
N*  wnere  they  fell  in  with  two  islands,  which  proved  to  be 
Ftorm  and  Corret;*  and  ax  their  fresh  provisions  were  now 
nearly  spent,  they  stopped  three  days  at  the  larger  island  to 
procare  refreshments.  There  are  two  of  the  islands  named 
Aofgi  by  the  Spaniards,  which  signifies  the  tUamU  af  hawh. 
Trie  Dutch  call  them  Vlanne'ache  etlanders,  or  FlemiAislamlif 
because  Fayal  was  first  peopled  by  Flemings,  and  their  de* 
•oendants  rcnnain  in  the  island  to  this  day,  and  are  easily  dis- 
tsngnisbed  from  the  other  inhabitants  t^  their  shape  and 
sn  They  dwell  upon  a  little  river  running  down  a  moun- 
Uin,  called  liibera  dot  Flat/unas  by  the  Portuguese,  or  river 
uf  the  Flemings. 

The  nine  islands  of  the  Afores,  or  Wester  Islands,  are 
Tereera,  San  Michael,  Santa  Maria,  St  George,  Gratiosa, 

Pico» 

'  In  bis  fiist  vmgc,  Columbus  kept  ths  parallel  of  about  97'  K,  but 
M  ocmsiderablj  mitticr  looth  in  his  Mibsequent  voyage. — 1£. 
^  Floa-s  is  io  lat  tiT-  i(y,  Cono  in  39*'  3fr,  both  N. 
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Pico,  Faval^  Corvo,  and  Florcs.   Tercera  is  the  chief  iakidi 
being  fifteen  or  sixteen  leagues  in  circumference^  and  lo 
high  and  steep  in  many  places  that  it  is  almost  imprq;iiabb» 
and  th^  have  built  forts  in  such  places  as  are  acoenibla   I 
llie  only  port  is  before  the  capital,  named  Jngra,  and  m  i  j 
is  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  it  is  called  the  He^^Mom  vf  ) 
Anpa*  At  each  horn  of  this  haltmoon  there  is  a  "i^^t^wTi   | 
which  are  called  the  Brazils,  which  project  out  into  the  m^   ) 
appearing  from  a  distance  as  if  two  islands ;  and  these  mouH 
tains  are  so  high  that  one  may  see  at  any  time  ten  or  twriis 
leagues  ofi^.  and  fifteen  in  clear  weather.     Angra  has  a  file 
cathedra],  and  is  the  residence  of  a  bishop,  and  of  a  gofienior 
and  council,  whose  authority  extends  over  all  the  nine  islancki 
There  is  another  town  three  leagues  from  Angra,  calU 
Praya,  or  the  town  of  the  shore,  situated  on  a  shore  whidi 
cannot  be  approached  by  ships,  so  that  it  has  no  trader  and 
the  town  seems  a  kind  of  desert,  though  well  built  and  wal- 
ed round. 

The  inhabitants  raise  sufficient  provisions  on  the  island  fa 
all  their  wants,  being  pleasant  and  fertile,  and  all  oover4 
with  corn-fields ;  and  so  abounds  with  flesh,  fish,  and  dl 
sorts  of  victuals,  that  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  scanit|^ 
there  is  enough  for  all  the  inhabitants.     It  produces  wine  1 
also,  but  very  small^  and  does  not  keep  well,  whereibre  tk  \ 
richer  people  provide  themselves  from  Madeira  and  the  Cs-  ^ 
naries.    Tney  want  oil,  salt,  lime,  and  potters  ware,  whi^.   \ 
they  have  to  import  from  other  countries.  They  have  abnod*  '. 
ance  of  peaches,  apples,  pears,  oranges,  and  lemcHis,  withal  1 
sorts  of  vegetables  and  garden  stufis,  and  among  these  a  pliBt 
called  batatas,  which  grows  like  a  vine  stock,  but  the  leM  ' 
are  different.    These  produce  roots,  weighing  a  pound  moif  n 
or  less,  and  are  so  plentiful  that  they  arc  despised  by  the  rid^.  ^ 
though  of  a  sweet  pleasant  taste  and  very  nourishing.  Then  ' 
is  another  root  in  this  country  as  large  as  a  man*s  two  fitfh  -* 
covered  over  with  filaments  of  a  golden  yellow  colour^  aMt  jj 
as  smooth  as  silk.     The  inhabitants  stuff  beds  with  this  iai^, 
stead  of  feathers^  but  skilful  workmen  could  certainly  xotx^t 
facture  it  into  fine  stuffs. 

There  are  but  few  birds,  except  canaries^  quails^  o; 
poultr}',  and  turkies,  which  are  numerous.     Several  parts 
this  island  are  very  hilly,  and  full  of  thick  and  almost  in 
vioud  woods;  and  travelling  is  rendered  very  difficalt|.ar 
often  find  rocks  a  league  in  length,  so  rugged  and  sbaii| 
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tliey  cut  the  shoes  at  every  step ;  yet  these  rocks  are  so  fall 
of  Tbies  that  tliey  are  not  to  be  seen  in  summer,  being  cover- 
ed over  by  the  vine  leaves.    These  vines  spread  their  roots 
among  the  crannies  and  crevices  of  the  rocks,  which  are  so 
nniill  and  devoid  of  soil,  that  it  is  wonderful  how  they  should 
find  any  nourishment ;  yet  if  planted  in  the  good  soil  of  the 
country^  the  vines  will  not  grow.  The  corn  and  fruits  of  this 
i^fattd  will  not  keep  above  a  year ;  and  unless  the  corn  is 
binried  under  ground,  it  spoils  in  four  months.    On  this  ao* 
oottBty  every  inhabitant  has  a  pit  without  the  town,  the 
Bodth  of  which  is  round,  just  large  enough  to  admit  a  man^ 
wUoh'is  covered  by  a  flat  stone  and  secured  by  a  lock. 
Sbtee  of  these  pits  are  so  large  as  to  contain  two  or  three 
hits  0f  com^  the  last  containing  108  buslxels  Amsterdani 
measure,  and  each  bushel  weighmg  forty  pounds  or  more*. 
Thqr  put  their  corn  into  these  pits  in  July^  and  cover  the 
itone  mth  earth  to  exclude  the  «ir,  and  take  it  out  at  Christ- 
msSy  or  considerably  later,  finding  it  then  as  good  as  when 
pot  in.    The  oxen  in  Tercera  are  the  largest  and  finest  that 
con  be,  equal  to  any  in  Europe,  and  have  prodigiously  wide 
Ikntos*    iEvery  one  has  his  namc^  like  our  dogs,  and  they 
tee  so  familiar,  that  when  the  master  calls  one  of  them  by 
lib  nakne,  though  among  a  thousand  others^  he  will  presently 
oometo  him. 

One  would  think  the  ground  of  this  island  were  hollotir,  as 
the  -ro^ks  sound  like  vaults  when  walked  on ;  and  indeed  the 
thing  is  not  at  all  improbable^  as  the  island  is  much  subject 
to  earthquakes.  In  many  places  of  the  island  of  San  Michael 
there  are  holes  and  cracks,  out  of  which  there  comes  a  ^reat 
smoker  and  the  ground  se^ns  as  if  burnt  all  around.  JThis 
is  not  uncommon  also  in  all  the  islands,  as  they  all  have  sul- 
phur mountains.  There  are  also  fountains  of  water  so  hot 
as  ta  boil  eggs.  Three  leagues  from  Angra  there  is  a  petrify- 
ing spring,  which  changes  wood  into  stone ;  and  there  was 
formerly  a  tree  having  some  of  its  roots  in  that  water,  which 
were  stony  and  as  hard  as  Hint.  This  island  produces  ex- 
cellent timber,  especially  cedar,  which  is  so  common  that 
their  carts  and  waggons  are  made  of  it,  and  it  is  even  used 
as  fuel.  The  island  of  Picoy  twelve  leagues  from  Tercera, 
has  a  sort  of  wood  called  teixo,  as  hard  as  iron,  and  of  n 
shining  red  colour  when  wrought.  It  becomes  always  better 
and  finer  as  it  grows  older ;  tor  which  reason  no  person  is 
allowed  to  cut  any  of  these  trees,  unless  for  the  king's  use^ 

and 


g 
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ami  by  virtue  of  a  special  order  from  the  royd  ofiioeni  The 
chief  trade  of  Tcrccra  consists  in  woad,  of  which  thej  hsw 

eat  quantities.    The  fleets  of  Spain  and  PortugiJf  Qoni 

»r  the  East  IndieSf  Brazil,  Cape  Verd,  Guinea^  and  glim. 
countries^  usually  come  here  for  refrcslunents^  to  the  pnrt 
profit  of  this  and  the  other  islands,  the  inhabitants  ntiluigW 
them  their  various  articles  at  f^ood  prices.  .  .  ,. 

The  island  of  San  Michael  is  seven  or  eight  leagaeB  8Jt 
of  Tercera,  and  is  about  twenty  leagues  in  lengtOy.baiim 
several  towns  and  villages.  The  capitd  of  this  island  is  PmIs 
del  Guda,  which  drives  a  considerable  trade  in  woadf  MMJi 
Tcrcerai  producing  about  200f000  quintals  f  ewm  J90b 
This  island  also  produces  such  abundance  of  comt.  thatitii 
transported  to  the  otlier  islands ;  but  it  has  no  harboon  or 
rivers  to  give  shelter  to  ships. 

.  Santa  MariUf  twelve  leagues  fiL  of  San  Michad^  is  tmM 
twelve  leagues  in  circumference,  its  only  trade  being  in 
en  ware,  with  which  the  inhabitants  supply  the  other  i 
I^  also  produces  plenty  of  all  manner  of  provisions  Isr  lli| 
own  inhabitants.  The  island  of  Gro/ioia,  seven  or  4^ 
leagues  N.N.  W.  of  Tcrccra,  is  only  about  five  or  six  leigM 
in  circumference^  but  abounds  in  provisions  of  all  aortfc  Jl 
Ceorgef  eight  or  nine  leagues  N.  W.  of  Tercera^  is  ImriM 
leagues  in  length  by  two  or  three  in  breadth,  lliis  isavU 
mountainous  country,  producing  very  little  woad.  iWii* 
habitants  subsist  by  cultivating  the  ground  and  keeping  CB^ 
tie,  and  exi)ort  considerable  quantities  of  cedar  to  Tcietfk 
FayaU  seven  German  leases  S.S.  W.  of  St  George,  is  sssMf 
teen  or  eighteen  leagues  m  circumference,  and  is  the  bsstlf 
the  A9ores,  after  Tercera  and  San  Michael.  This  island  hv 
plenty  of  woad,  with  abundance  of  fish^  cattle,  and  edm 
commodities,  which  are  exported  to  Tercera  and  tlie  echv 
inlands.  Its  chief  town  is  called  Villa  Dorta*  Most  ef  dn 
inhabitants  of  this  isLind  are  descended  from  FIeming%  brt 
now  sjieak  the  Portuguese  language;  yet  they  contnwili 
love  the  Flemings,  and  ure  nil  strangers  kindly. 

Three  leagues  S.Iv.  of  Fayiil  is  tlie  island  of 
eel  from  a  peaked  mountain,  which  some  believe  to  be  higlir 
than  the  Peak  of  Tcnerifle.  The  inhabitants  cultivate  As 
^uil,  and  have  plenty  of  cattle  and  other  provisions!  gro«rif 


*  This  is  perhsps  an  error  for  2000,  ss  the  Isi^ger  qoaatily  eodi 
amount  to  10,000  tonSi^E. 
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iko  better  wine  than  in  any  other  island  of  the  A9ore8.  This 
*yand  is  abont  fifteen  leagues  in  circumference.  Seventy 
IsBgaea  W.N.W.  from  Tercera  is  die  island  of  Ftore^  Ad 
la  the  N.  of  it  lies  Corvo,  the  former  about  seven,  and  the 
Islter  nol  above  two  or  three  leagues  in  circnmference.  They 
both  produce  woad,  especially  Flores,  which  also  abounds  in 
prarisioiis.  The  winds  at  all  these  islands  are  so  strongs  and 
the  air  so  piercings  especially  at  Teroera,  that  they  in  a  short 
tiaiie  qpoii  and  consume  the  stones  of  the  houses,  and  even 
iran.^  They  have  a  kind  of  stone,  however,  that  is  found 
irftUa  high-water  mark,  which  resists  the  air  better  than  the 
alhcr  aocts^  and  of  which  the  fronts  of  their  houses  are  g^ 
aetdy  boilt* 

Leaviug  the  Azores,  and  getting  into  Spanish  seay  or 
month  of  the  bay  of  Biscay^  the  weather  proved  so  bad  that 
the  jtddce-M^  lost  her  rudder,  which  obliged  her  to  m 
ibraofih  the  Channel  in  order  to  purchase  a  new  one  on  the 
const  cf  England.  The  French,  Danish,  and  other  ships, 
gencialiy  go  that  way ;  but  the  Dutch  ships  generally  go 
voaid  Ireomd  and  north  about,  from  an  idea,  if  they  should 
haiiiieii  to  meet  with  stormy  weather  in  the  channel^  so  as 
to  oe  obliged  to  go  into  an  English  port,  that  this  might  oo- 
CMBoa  several  inconveniences.  Such  ships,  however,  as  have 
floatained  any  damage  at  sea,  are  permitted  to  take  their  way 
through  the  channel  The  rest  of  the  Dutch  fleet  followed  the 
north-about  course;  and  after  three  weeks,  during  which 
diey  were  involved  in  perpetual  mists  and  fogs,  they  had 
sight  at  length  of  the  Orkney  islands,  where  some  Dutch 
sfaipa  were  still  engaged  in  the  herring  fishery.  In  the  lati- 
tnde  of  60^  N.  they  met  some  ships  of  war  that  waited  for 
them,  and  convoyed  them  to  the  coast  of  Holland,  where  all 
the  ships  got  into  their  destined  ports  in  safety.  Those  on 
bomrd  of  which  were  our  author,  and  the  other  prisoners, 
came  into  the  Texel  on  the  11th  of  July,  1723 ;  and  arrived 
five  days  afterwards  at  Amsterdam,  tlie  very  same  day  two 
years  after  sailing  on  their  vojragc. 

The 


eflfect  00  the  iron  is  obviously  oocasioned  by  the  muriatic  acid  in 
the  sea  spray ;  and  were  it  not  that  the  author  eiprcssJv  says  they  have 
no  limfy  one  %trouId  be  apt  to  believe  that  the  stones  so  afllectcd  were  ]ime- 
stooe.  There  arc,  however,  some  cilicious  sand-stones,  in  which  the  grit. 
Of  particles  of  sand*  are  cemented  together  by  a  caJcareous  infiltration, 
which  may  be  the  esse  in  these  islaods.^E. 
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The  West-India  Company  immediately  commeDeed  alip- 
niit  aninst  the  East-India  Company}  in  behalf  of  thcmwhw 
and  all  the  persons  engand  in  their  service  in  the  fewgoin 
▼oyege,  to  obtain  satisroction  for  the  injurr  and  injjasliei 
done  them  at  Batavia.  After  a  long  litigation^  the  Statti-' 
General  deciwd,  that  the  East^India  Company  shoold  te- 
Bish  the  West-India  Company  with  two  new  ship%  coi^ 
pletdy  fitted  for  sea  in  every  respect,  better  than  those  iibA 
nad  been  confiscated  bjr  their  officers  in  India,  and '  shell 
pay  the  foil  value  of  their  cargoes.  Also,  that  the  EsMt-fafii 
Company  should  pa^  the  wages  of  the  crews  of  both  pUK 
np  to  the' day  of  dieir  landing  in  Hdland:  Togecber  iiU 
the  entire  costs  of  suit ;  besides  a  considerable  sum  bfwm 
of  fine,  aa'a  punishment  (or  having  abused  their  aotborftyls 
egregiously.' 


*■*  *■  'i 


•  ^'  Harris  hss  ghrea  a  report  of  this  lawsuit  at  some  length,  bat  hiUM 
teem  necessaiy  to  give  any  more  than  the  result,  as  quite  ur"  '"  "* 
the  present  day— £• 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

BOnHD  THE  WORUH  BY  C4FTAIV  GEOBGE  AX8OK9  IK 
THS  TUBS  1740-1744.  " 

PREFACE. 

raOUOH  of  Goosidenble  kngth,  the  importance  of  tbis 
nanvtivie  Ibrbida  all  attempts  to  alter  it  in  any  respect; 
OBDcpt  tbat  it  has  been  necessaiy  to  leave  out  the  e:qf»hngrinna 
Djfaeimal  ennaved  views  of  coasts  and  harboors,  inserted  in 
k>  arijgjna^  ant  which  were  greatly  too  hose  for  admiarian» 
mii  wDoM  have  been  rendered  totally  nseleasby  lieingrednced 
to  muj  comenient  size  for  the  octavo  form  of  this  collection^ 
tmi^ertj  to  have  introdnoed  all  the  eoffravings  of  plans  and 
necessary  for  die  ilfaistration  of  this  and  many  other 
and  traveb,  would  have  been  utterly  incompatiUe 
with  the  nature  and  drcumstanoes  of  this  work;  as  nothing 
leas  than  a  oom[dete  Atlas  and  oitire  Neptone  of  the  whde 
l^obe  oonid  have  sufficed,  attended  by  an  enormoos  ezpence^ 
and  at  the  same  time  inadmissible  into  octavo  volumes.  It 
has  therefore  been  indispensably  requisite^  cm  all  occasions, 
to  confine  oor  iUnstrations  of  that  kind  to  a  few  reduced 
diart%  merely  sufficient  to  convqr  general  notions  of  eeo- 
paphical  drcumstancei)  and  occasionaliy  sketch  plans  of  har- 
boin%  straits^  islands,  and  capes,  explanatory  of  pardcn- 
lar  and  important  places.  Such  of  our  readers,  therefore,  as 
require  more  complete  illustrations  of  geography,  topoc^- 
phji^  and  hydrography,  must  have  recourse  to  Atlasses,  Nep- 
tnnes^  and  coasting  pilots. 

This  narrative  was  originally  pubUsbed  under  the  namo 
of  Richard  Walter,  chaphin  to  H.  M.  S  Centurion  in  the 
cqiedition,  dedicated  by  him  to  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
sbhI  to  have  been  compiled  by  that  gentlonan  from  pliers 
sad  marrrials  furnished  for  the  purpose  by  Commodore 
Anson. 

As  the  object  of  this  expedition  was  of  an  extensive  poli- 
tical 

'  Vojige,  &C.  hj  Geoige  Anion,  Esq.  aftenrards  Lord  Aoson ;  com- 
jaded  ran  bii  papcn  and  materiali  by  ludiani  Waker,  MA.  chapJain  of 
H.  K.  S.  CcaturioD  in  tku  expeditk»— :/0ccalA  tditwn^  Ua,  Load.  1776. 
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tical  nature,  intended  to  humble  the  power  of  Spaioi  in  \m 
mo9t  valuable  yet  most  vulnerable  posseBsions,  by  iii|BriMr 
and  intercepting  the  great  source  of  her  public  treuun^ 
has  been  thought  proper,  on  the  present  occasion^  to  gifi  a 
transcript  of  the  rcfleclious  made  upon,  the  policy  and  cqp^ 
dience  of  this  important  voyage,  very  soon  after  its  compbi 
tion,  by  Dr  John  Harris,  by  wa^  of  Introducikm  lo.|tt 
abridged  account  of  this  circumnavigation^  In  his  CoUectki 
of  Voyages  and  Travels,  vol.  L  p.  337. 

«  It  is  a  thing  ;that'  has  been  generalhr  taken  for  grMlA' 
ever  since  Spain  has  been  possessed  of  her  Americaa  dof 
nions,  and  has  made  use  of  the  riches  derived  fiom  dMisli^ 
disturb  the  peace  and  invade  the  liberties  of  her  neighboM' 
that  the  best  way  to  reduce  her  strength,  and  to  pra«i|itt'tl» 
bad  effects  of  her  evil  intentions,  would  be  to  attack  hsrii' 
die  South  Seas.  I'his  was  pursued  with  great  diUgeacei 
in  some  measure  with  success,  in  tbeoeign  of 'Queen  E 
beth,  [as  has  been  already  sliewn  in  the  circumnavigslMf 
voyages  of  Drake  and  Candish^  almost  solely  ckvoted  tollV 
object]  In  that  of  her  successor,  when  a  new  quanrel-bnki^ 
out  with  tliat  crown,  in  the  year  1624f,  the  first  tiling  thoi^ 
of  by  onr  patriots,  who  were  equally  willing  to  humbbSs. 
king's  enemies  and  to  save  the  money  of  tlie  nation^  wfts  aa 
expedition  to  the  South  Seas,  to  be  carried  on  at  the 
pence  of^  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  which  sch 
was  entitled  The  West'India  Association.  .  .-  >«< 

<<  It  may  be  thought  I  look  a  gi*cat  way  back  when  loArli' 
the  view  of  the  reader  tiie  reasons  which  were  then  sui 


in  parliament  in  support  of  that  scheme.  But  whoevev 
siders  that  it  is  not  only  the  nio&t  cflectual,  but  die 
method,  to  iubtruct  the  prescut  age  from  the  sentimsDlarf 
the  last,  will  readily  cuter  into  the  reasons  which  induct  M^ 
upon  this  occasion,  to  produce  the  speech  of  an  eminent  fa* 
triot,  in  which  the  nature  and  scope  of  that  Anociaiimik-^ 
well  as  the  motives  on  which  it  is  grounded,  are  veiy  titf 
and  pathetically  set  forth ;  and  this  in  such  terms,  as^  jf  As 
reader  were  not  told  that  this  was  a  speech  to  Sr  Dndliy 
Diggs,  then  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  hooss^  liv- 
Siroenjamin  liudyard,  he  might  mistake  it  for  a  spcsca 
Bfiade  only  a  few  years  since^  so  agreeable  is  it,  in  langoiy 
and  sentiments,  even  to  our  present  occasions. 

■ 

"  Sini— I  do  profeu  that  as  my  aflfections^  mjr  kmoo^  and 
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Bj  ja^iement  go  strofDglv  with  tbe  scope  Md  drift  of  this 
laippositioiiy  so  shall  good  part  of  my  fortune  when  it  comes 
Ipesectttion.    For,  to  my  miderstandingi  there  was  never 
propounded  in  parliament  a  design  more  proper  for  this  king- . 
doo^  nor  more  pregnant  with  advantages  to  it,  whether  wc 
ooDiider  the  nature  of  our  situation  or  the  quality  of  our 
meaxfh  forces.    As  we  are  an  island,  it  concerns  our  very 
h&ng  to  have  store  of  ships  to  defend  us,  and  also  our  welk 
being  by  their  trade  to  enrich  us.  .  This  Association  for  the 
West  Indies^  when  it  shall  be  rq^Iated  and  established  by 
act  of  parliamoit,  and  thereby  secured  from  the  violence  and 
injory  of  any  intruding  hand,  will  certainly  give  many  men 
enoouragement  and  confidence  voluntarily  to  bring  in  large 
ind  liberal  contributions  towards  so  noble  and  so  profitable 
in  enlerprize;  so  that,  in  short,  we  shall  see  many  new  ships 
joilt,  many  brave  men  employed,  and  enabled  to  act  for  the 
KTvice  of  their  country.    None  of  this  money  shall  be  car- 
ried out  of  the  kingdom,  but  laid  out  in  shipping,  which  is- 
Jie  defence  of  it,  and  bestowed  upon  our  own  men,  who 
■unt  be  fed  and  maintained  though  they  stay  at  home.   For 
khjs^  weahall  reap  the  fruit  of  whatsoever  benefit  plantation, 
traflSc^  or  purchase  can  procure  us,  besides  honour  and  se- 

^  Now,  let  us  a  little  consider  the  enemy  we  have  to  en- 
Qoonter,  the  king  cS  Spain.  They  are  not  his  great  territo- 
ries which  make  him  so  powerful  and  so  troublesome  to  all 
Christendom*  For  it  is  very  well  known  that  Spain  itself  is 
bat  weak  in  men,  and  barren  of  natural  commodities,  and  as 
for  his  other  territories,  they  lie  divided  and  asunder,  which 
is  a  weakness  in  itself.  Besides,  they  are  held  by  force,  and 
maintained  at  an  extraordinary  charge;  insomuch,  as  al- 
thoogh  he  be  a  great  king,  yet  ne  is  like  that  giant  who  was 
said  to  have  an  hundred  hands,  but  had  fifty  bellies  to  feed/ 
so  that»  rateably,  he  had  no  more  hands  than  another  man. 
No^  air,  they  are  his  mines  in  the  West  Indies  which  mini- 
ster fuel  to  iJBed  his  ambitious  desire  of  universal  monarchy. 
It  is.  the  money  he  hath  from  thence  which  makes  him  able 
to  levy  and  pay  soldiers  in  all  places,  and  to  keep  an  army 
on  fi^pt  ready  to  invade  and  endanger  his  neighbours,  so  that 
we  have  no  other  way  but  to  endeavour  to  cut  him  ofi'at  the 
root,  and  seek  to  impeach  or  to  supplant  him  in  the  West 
Indies  \  by  part  of  which  course  tliat  famous  queen,  of  glo- 
rious memory,  had  heretofore  almost  brought  him  to  his 
knees. .  And  this  our  undertaking,  if  it  pleases  God  to  bless 

6  it. 


5M  Earfy  Ciraumiwiffiitiom.       part  in  book  fr. 

it,  maBt  needs  aftct  it  flooMr  and  quioker^  the  whole  body  if 
the  kingdom  being  united,  and  concurring  in  a  peqMHl 
•apply  to  this  action,  so  that  be  shall  hare  no  free  time  §/i90 
him  to  rest. 

^  Moreorer,  this  will  be  a  means  not  only  to  iav«^  bi*l|' 
nil  his  majesty's  coffers,  enabling  the  people  to  me  lAm^. 
berally  and  often.  The  king's  ships  will  have  little  to  dabMf 
to  guard  the  coasts ;  for  the  searwar  wiH  be  <^ie6y  nia#isi[ 
the  charge  of  the  subjects.  This  I  doubt  not  but  tbal^  jiii 
short  time,  both  king  and  people  shall  be  safe  at  home^  ^ 
feared  abroad.  To  conclude,  I  shall  be  very  glad  U>  hi§ 
any  man  make  objection  against  this  design,  so  Ihial  htf# 
m  with  an  intention  to  refine  and  perfect  the  work ;  b^9 
any  shall  speak  against  it  witii  a  mind  to  hinder  and  jLsUpjf 
k,  I  must  entreat  him  to  pardon  me,  if  I  do  scarce  tbhik  Uir 
to  be  a  good  Englishman*  .  •    -'  " 

^  That  project  of  the  West  India  Association  had  flpf 
Aime  fate  with  most  other  -bold  and  honest  prqecti  in  A|l 
reign,  which  was,  after  being  talked  of  a  licde,  it  soaklfllt' 
(^vion.  Our  next  difference  with  Spain  was  midcrtfi 
protectorate  of  Cromwell,  who  encouraged  Father  O^tii 
publish  his  account  of  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  wjiich  mtb^ 
ed  the  foundation  of  his  attempt  upon  Hispaniolaiy  and-Ml^' 
quest  of  Jamaica;  but  1  do  not  know  of  any  design  fbnlisd 
by  him  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Seas.  A9Uf 
the  Restoration  we  were  upon  good  terms  with  ^^pail^  ^ 
certainly  was  our  interest.  Yet  Charles  IL  did  not  ana"; 
lutely  neglect  this  navigation,  but  sent  Sir  John  Marboroqil^ 
one  of  the  best  seamen  this  nation  ever  bred,  in  the  SwwB 
stakes,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1669,  by  wav  of  W 
Straits  of  Magellan,  into  the  South  Seas.  To  say  the  tnid^ 
our  privateers,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Sharpen  DUn^ 
vis,  Swan,  &c.  were  continually  in  these  seas,  during  aH  Atf 
reign  and  the  next.;  so  that,  in  those  days,  our  seamen  viM 
no  strangers  to  any  of  tlie  passages  into  the  South  Sfliit 
and,  as  the  reader  may  have  already  observed,  from  the  vM^ 
age  of  Captain  Cowley,  it  was  then  no  unusual  tbinff  far  ttl 
traders  of  London  to  fit  out  ships  for  these  parts,  bat.wfc^' 
ther  with  a  view  to  traffic  or  privateering,  is  a  point  Bit 
easy  to  determine  at  this  dktance  of  time.  But  whatover  Ai 
purpose  they  were  sent  upon,  thither  they  went,  and'W 
complaints  were  ever  heard  of  with  respect  to  exUraoidiaaiy 
hardships  in  the  voyage^  which  is  sufficient  to  shew  how 
much  depends  upon  keeping  all  branches  of  navigatiosi  opo^p 
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IB  order  to  te  constantly  in  a  condition  to  secure  and  extend 
oar  tnd^  and  to  preserve  our  reputation  as  a  maritime 
power* 

^  After  the  Revolution^  several  proposals  were  made  in  re- 
ktion  to  the  estaUisbment  of  a  commerce  in  the  South  Sea* 
vfaidi  were  recdved  with  approbation ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
kbg  William  gave  instructions  to  Admiral  Benbow,  when 
ke  w«it  oat  last  to  the  West  Indies,  to  enquire  bow  fiirany 
of  dieae  projects  were  feasible.  After  the  breaking  out  of 
the  last  general  war,  aD  the  world  expected  that  the  first 
tUiig  the  maritime  powers  would  have  done»  would  have 
been  tending  a  squadron  to  these  seas,  either  for  the  service 
of  the  prince  whom  they  owned  as  king  of  Spain,  or  for  their 
own  advantage.  '  The  people  of  this  nation,  in  particularp 
were  so  dcsirons  of  seeing  the  war  carried  on  this  way,  and 
on  this  side^  that,  to  give  them  hopes,  and  to  shew,  at  the 
Hune  time,  that  the  legislature  approved  their  sentiments,  a 
bill  was  brought  in  and  passed,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
was  lost,  however,  by  a  kind  of  ministerial  craft,  in  the  House 
of  Commons ;  and  soon  after,  for  reasons  which  have  never 
yet  been  e3q)lained  to  the  public,  all  designs  of  this  nature 
were  laid  aside.  The  only  expedition  of  this  nature,  during 
the  whole  war,  was  that  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  under  tho 
command  of  Captain  Woods  Rogers,  already  related,  which 
was  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  some  private  merchants  of 
BristoL  On  the  change  of  ministry,  a  prodigious  clamour 
waa  raised  on  thb  head,  and  all  of  a  sudden  a  resolution  was 
taken  to  secure  all  the  advantages  that  could  be  wished  for 
to  this  nation  from  the  trade  of  the  South  Seas,  which  ended, 
however,  only  in  erecting  a  company  under  that  title..  The 
Ration  very  soon  became  sensible  that  this  would  not  do^  and 
therefore^  as  soon  as  our  disputes  with  the  king  of  Spain 
came  to  a  height,  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king,  George  1.  a 
design  was  immediately  set  on  foot  for  sending  privateers 
once  more  into  that  part  of  the  world,  which  ended  in  the 
expedition  of  Captain  Shdvockc  and  Captain  Clipperton, 
idready  related  at  large. 

^  By  this  short  deduction  of  facts,  I  think  it  is  demon- 
straUy  proved,  that,  in  the  judgement  of  this  nation,  the 
most  probable  way  of  humbling  Spain,  in  case  of  a  war,  is 
to  send  a  squadron  into  the  South  Seas,  and  I  will  venture- 
to  say,  that  there  is  one  reason  why  this  is  now  become  more 
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expedient  than  ever^  which  is,  that  we  are  now  no  longer  it 
libertv  to  send  ships  diither  in  time  of  peace,  a»  we  were  bfr 
fore  the  South  Sea  Company  was  erected.  It  is  not  them^ 
fore  at  all  strange,  that  as  soon  as  the  present  war  bnAe'bot 
with  Spain,  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  dictated  such  is 
expedition,  or  that,  when  tliey  saw  it  resolved  on,  and  a 
aquadron  actually  equipped  for  that  service,  thev  Terylondf 
testified  their  approbation  of  the  scheme.  I  believe  abo^  m 
readers  will  readily  give  credit  to  the  assertion,  when  I  i 
finUj  that,  during  the  time  this  squadron  lay  at  Portsmoodii 
there  war  a  more  general  expectation  of  its  performing  diinp 
of  the  highest  consequence  for  the  service  of  Great  Britainj 
and  reducing  the  enemy  to  reason.  • 

<<  It  was  m  the  midst  of  summer,  in  the  year  1740^  dMi 
this  squadron  was  formed  at  Portsmouth,  at  the  same  tini^ 
that  a  great  embarkation  was  preparing  for  the  West  Inidiaif 
by  which  the  siege  of  Carthagena  was  afterwards  nndertakcB^ 
which  turned  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  upon  that  sea-pait 
At  London,  every  person  spoke  of  the  intended  expedition 
to  the  South  Seas  as  a  design  that  mnst  necessarily  be  al>* 
tended  with  highly  advantageous  consequences,  if  praperif 
conducted ;  and  of  this  there  was  not  made  the  least  dodN, 
when  it  was  known  that  Captain  Anson  was  named  to  the 
command,  because  he  had  shewn  himself  upon  all  occasioM 
equally  vigilant  in  his  duty,  and  moderate  in  the  exercise  of 
power,  more  ready  to  correct  by  his  own  example  than  hf 
any  other  sort  of  reproof  and  who,  in  the  course  of  his  iop* 
vices,  had  acquired  the  respect  of  the  officers,  and  the  kiw 
of  the  sailors ;  qualities  that  rarely  meet  in  one  person,  and 
qualities  which,  without  the  least  contradiction,  were  asoir 
bed  to  him.* 

'<  Though  this  expedition  was  not  attended  by  so  greet 
success  in  the  Soutli  Seas  as  was  expected,  yet  the  nation  in 
general  was  far  from  believing  that  its  comparative  fiiiloie 
ought  to  deter  us  from  the  thoughts  of  such  expeditions  fa 
the  future,  since  it  plainly  appeared^  that,  if  the  whole  sqMK 
dron  had  got  round  along  with  the  commodore  into  tbeSoifr 


*  The  sequel  of  these  observations,  by  Harris,  are  extracted  ftom  Urn, 
siip[j)enicntarj  reiiectiuns  at  the  close  ot  the  expeditioD,  vol,  I.  pi  SSI^  41 
kti/u.  III  these,  however,  we  ^lave  used  much  retrenchment,  as  the  tAJmi 
vations  that  may  have  been  exccediDgly  applicable  in  17459  when  8M||' 
was  ill  a  great  manner  identified  with  France,  have  now  lost  nnich  of -Ml' 
force,  in  consequence  of  the  passing  events,  well  known  to  all,  but  wfaich 
do  not  admit  ot  being  discussed  in  a  note.— £. 
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Sea*;  he  would  have  been  able'  to  htfve  perfonned  much 
greater  things  than  ialiy  of  our  oommMdero  had  hitherto 
mile  in  these  parts.  Either  is  it  at«att  dear  that  the  Spa^- 
niards  are  there  in  a  better  condicicm,  their  coasts  better, 
fortified,  .their  garrisons  more  numerous^  or  the  country  in 
any  respeet  better  pi^vided^  than  when  ourprivateers  had ' 
ibnnerlyso  great  success  in  those  parts.  Tne  sacking  of 
Payta  in  this  expedition  proves  the  eontrary,  since  it  was 
then  actually  in  a  worse  condition,  and  less  capable  of  ma- 
king any  resistance,  than  when  formerly  taken  by  Captain 
Shwocke*  If  this  expedition  had  never  taken  place^  we 
might  have  been  tdd  that  it  was  impractici^le,  that  the  Spa- 
niards were  grown  wiser,  that  all  their  ports  were  well  fortir 
fied,  and  any  attempt  of  this  kind  would  be  only  to  sacrifice 
the  lives  of  such  as  might  be  employed  in  the  expedition. 
But  we  DOW  know  the  contrary,  and  tliat  the  Spaniards  re- 
mained as  unguarded,  and  as  little  apprehensive  as  ever;^ 
perhaps  even  the  fate  of  this  expedition  may  have  made  them ' 
less  so^  insomuch,  that  were  a  new  prjoject  of  the  same  kind 
to  be  put  in  execution,  either  at  public  or  private  expence^ 
there  seems  next  to  a  moral  certainty  that  it  would  succeed^^ 
Another  expedition  might,  and  probably  would  be  attended 
by  fewer  difficulties ;  at  least,  it  certainly  might  be  underta- 
ken at  much  less  expence;  and,  besides'  all  the  advantages 
rcanlting  to  such  private  persons  as  became  proprietors,  uiis 
inestimwle  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  public,  that  we 
should  once  more  have  a  number  of  able  marines,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  navigation  of  the  South  Seas,  which  wo 
never  can  have  by  any  other  means. 

<^  I  would  not  be  understood  at  all  to  lessen  the  miseries 
and  distresses  of  these  who  were  employed  in  this  voyage ; 
and  all  I  would  endeavour  to  aim  at  is  to  convince  the  read- 
er that  the  difficulties  and  discouragements  met  with  in  th,is 
voyage  are  not  sufficient  to  ground  a  decisive  opinion  by  the 
few  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the  many,  that  all  at- 
tempts on  this  side  ought  to  be  abandoned.  And  I  really 
think  that  the  setting  the  difficulties  and  discouragements. 
encountered  by  the  Centurion  in  the  strongest  ligiit,  will 
serve  my  purpose  much  better  than  lessening  or  extenuating 
them.  For,  if  after  being  ruined  in  a  manner  by  storms, 
diseases,  and  hardships,  they  landed  rather  skeletons  than 
men,  on  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  j  if,  after  their  long 
cruiz^  in  the  South  Seas,  their  distresses  came  to  be  as  great 
when  they  took  shelter  in  the  island  of  Tinian ;  if  the  lying 

at 
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at  MacBo  was  attended  with  many  inooDTeiiiaioca;  if  ttal$» 
king  of  the  Spanish  galleon  be  a  thing  almost  uM9«Ai|L 
oonsideriiig  the  small  number  of  men,  and  the  conditktt^y 
were  in,  wno  attacked  her  in  the  Centurion ;  if  the  dMhvl 
ties  they  afterwards  met  with  in  the  river  of  CSaatoOf  aadtt 
hazards  run  by  the  commodore  in  visiting  the  noMojv  Vi 
thereby  pnttinff  himself  into  the  hands  of  suck  a  peopllii 
ihe  CSiinese^  who  could  not  but  be  displeased  with  his  pss^ 
ceedings,  are  circnmstimces  which  aggravate  the  matta':- V 
so  perilous  a  navigation  as  that  from  Canton,  throorii  Ai 
Straits  of  Snndt^,  and  thence  to  the  Cape  of  Goodlnaf% 
with  little  or  no  refreshment,  with  a  crew  that  wanted  Jt.ss 
much,  is  still  more  amazing;  and  if  the  bringing  dM ship 
home  from  thence^  with  a  crew  composed  of  so  many  dHhPb 
ent  nations^  in  the  midst  of  a  French  war,  and  witnoot  lis 
least  assistance  from  home^  swell  the  whole  into  a  kind  ef 
miracle,  what  does  all  this  prove  ?  Since  all  this^  under  084 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  prudence^  moderation^  and  bhi 
eonduct  of  the  commanding  officer^  it  certainly  pravis^  Vi 
right  choice  be  made  of  commanders,  that  there  are  nodMb 
cdties  which  may  not  be  overcome,  and  therefore  thatAl 
adverse  circumstances  attending  this  voyage  ought  not  at  dl 
to  discourage  us. 

**  For,  with  the  help  of  the  example  aflbrded  by  Conai* 
dore  Anson,  I  -presume  that  there  are  many  officen  vis 
would  undertake  and  execute  such  an  expedition,  to  tfaaksi 
nour  of  their  country,  and  to  the  advantage  of  their  M^ 
foyers,  supposing  them  to  be  employed  by  private  peMfl|i 
This  is  the  right  use  that  might  be  made  of  thia  cxpedidoBI 
an  expedition  difficult,  dangerous,  and  in  a  manner  impn^ 
ticable,  considered  in  one  light,  but  equally  glorious  ana  sM> 
cessful  when  considered  in  another  point  ofview :  An 
dition  that  has  demonstrated  to  the  whole  world  that  a 
of  unforeseen  and  most  disastrous  accidents  may  be 

and  even  turned  to  advantage,  by  an  honest,  akilfid, ^ 

experienced,  and  well-meaning  officer :  An  expedition  aMeh 
shews  that  there  are  no  hazards,  no  difficulties,  no 
capable  of  depressing  the  courage  of  English'i 
a  prober  commander;  an  expedition  which  makes  it 
that  aiscontent,  sedition,  and  mutiny,  do  not  oriae  finaidk 
restless  tempers,  intractable  dispositions,  and  nnmly  Inh* 
viour  of  the  English  sailors,  but  purely  from  the  wait  rf 
pnidence^  and  right  management,  and,  *in  shortf  from  As 
want  of  experience  and  capacitv  of  such  as  are  entrusted  wUh 
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■MMid  of  them ;  an  npcdition,  in  A  wonlf  that  poU  if 
I  til  dcmbc  llmt  thr  Hritivh  niition  is  at  tbU  clay,  a« 
I  of  0fidertakin|(  a«  great  iliinifs  ami  cW  prrfbriiiiii|( 
a  jOCCtMlullv,  AA  evcT  wi<ri*  iliiiu*  bv  their  anr«itori; 
miiquemlj,  iin  ex|K*«iiti«in  thnt  muit  convince  not  only 
t  all  Europe,  thai  if  our  niariiinie  iotcc  Ih?  not  em* 
io  undertaking^  c«f  tha  nuist  im|)i>rt:int  nAture,  it  i« 
ing  to  the  degent*r;irv  uf  ir.ir  «!iiiiifii,  nor  to  be  ini|Hi- 
our  want  ofaliftf*  or  cLiri'i^  romninndirs  wliich  ii  not 
iines«i  and  which  indiifl  <iurpaMi*i  my  abilitietfi  to  dtv 

Tc  are  now  to  chne  tht^  ireneral  tnlijcct  of  circumna- 
na,  which  ri'lati-^  to  the  wholi*  world.  It  it  true,  that 
drcuoinavi^tors  clitl  not  pro|KMe,  and  that  leveral  of 
lid  not  make,  any  diMroverieii ;  yet  nil  their  Toyagei 
mat,  though  not  of  c!€|ii.il  iminirtance,  down  to  thit 
Pbft  by  eomparing  thm  Uy  Mai^^lian,  which  was  the 
kh  this  by  Mr  An«on,  we  i»hall  find  them  to  differ  in 

3iectt,  e«ipecially  in  thi*  concliHion :   that  by   Mf 
ng  by  far  the  longer  of  l>ie  two.     Some  of  tlienii 
BOk  quite  a  different  rmiic  from  others     As,  for  in* 

Le  Maire  and  lloggeweiii,  wim  never  ran  at  all  into 
Ithem  latitude,  but  milled  rfinrily  through  the  South 
\  the  coast  oi  New  (luinoa,  aiul  thence  to  the  island  of 
which  is  a  much  shorter  course  than  by  wnv  of  Cidi* 
to  the  Philippines.  From  liencc  it  very  clearly  ap* 
riiatthe  passage  to  the  h^ist  !ndii*9  by  the  South  Sc.i<( 
ler  than  that  by  the  (*npe  of  (fO«Hl  I  lope ; '  of  which 
ider  will  be  convincni  by  con<«i(iering  i\w.  fo!k>wing 
laffV.  CifpLiin  Wixm1<i  Kogert.  in  the  Duke,  snilea 
le  ooast  of  Ireland  and  doul>l"i!  (*;ipc  Horn  in  four 
i;,and  Lc  Maire  sailed  from  Juan  FVrnande/ to  New 
\  and  the   Moluccas  in  (hnv  months;    ^o  that  lhi*( 

Cakei  up  but  seven  months  in  the  whole;    whereas 
acbs  when  the  chitf  emporium  u!'  their  eastern  com- 

Zl.  o  niLrci* 


eaiy  to  crvnrei\i*  !.•!■*  II  .rri«  «'..•:!!  lure  f'.J'cn  i!.?<i  '•i 
r.  io  «»av  iiotlr:- :  «■!'  ihc  .-rnUT  l-.r^-.b  mil  ilitH  nllv  i-f 
Capi:  Horn,  mfhrr  l.'i.ni  ihc  (  ufic  u.'  <*i>(n:  n<*]H*,  ihr  ili'- 
bloagituaei  i!«  suHi.-ifiie  t-i  t'»!.i!)i.>M  ilu-  .I'-jlnrc  «-  irtnry  ni  i!.*; 
iitba  text.  The  IfMijiTiii'.f,  t-ir  :n-t.in>  ■.  of  ('  r  t  1.11..I  •>(  (  'Viii!!, 
Htertt  pttMlcr,  i^onh  .;:)    T.  wi!"  cj-i  :*y  :!:  ■  v^v**-  in  [u-i  .^^  *\  n 

■ieice«iofif<iodi-m"-*.    Iv.cn  <'.:.•  •:    .  (.       1       >■/.'•• 
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mcrce  was  fixed  at  Amboina^  thought  it  a  good  paaiage  thi- 
ther from  Holland^  if  performed  in  ten  or  eleiren  monlhi.^ 
It  is  from  these  stupendous  voyages,  that  not  only  the  gfoU 
est  discoveries  have  been  made  in  general  geography^  ImI 
from  which  all  future  discoveries  must  be  expected;  jui 
therefore  this  ought  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  strangHl 
arguments  for  encouraging  such  voyages.  * — Harriu 

George  Anson,  the  commodore  on  this  expeditions  wm 
born  in  16979  being  the  tliird  son  of  William  AnsoDi  fii^ 
of  Shuckborough,  in  the  county  of  Stafford.  Taking  n 
early  inclination  for  the  naval  service,  and  after  pasdng 
through  the  usual  inferior  steps,  he  was  appointed  secMU 
lieutenant  of  the  Hampshire  in  1716.  He  was  raised  to  till 
rank  of  master  and  commander  in  1722,  and  obtained  till 
rank  of  post  captain  in  1724,  with  the  command  of  till 
Scarborough  man-of-war.  Between  that  time  and  the  jw 
1733,  he  made  three  voyages  to  North  Carolina;  aad h^ 
ving  acquired  considerable  wealth,  he  appears  to  have  pv- 
chascd  an  estate  in  that  colony,  where  he  erected  a  smI 
town  of  his  own  name,  which  gave  the  name  of  Ansoi 
County  to  the  surrounding  district.  In  tlie  years  l7S8  lai 
1739,  he  made  another  voyage  to  America  and  the  ooistdf 
Africa ;  and,  without  proceeding  to  hostilities,  removed 
tain  obstructions  under  which  the  English  trade  on  the 
of  Guinea  had  suffered  from  the  French. 

In  the  War  of  Hit  Merchantty  as  it  was  called  by  Sir  Bo* 
bcrt  Walpole,  which  broke  out  in  1739  between  Britain  ml 
Spain,  Captain  Anson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  die 
expedition,  the  narrative  of  which  forms  the  subject  of  iht 
present  chapter.  Immediately  after  his  return  to  En^^ttd 
from  this  circumnavigation,  Captain  Anson  was  mode  rw- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  and  shortly  afterwards  one  of  the  eon- 
missuries  of  the  Admiralty.  In  1740  he  was  farther  pronoled 
to  the  rank  of  Vice-admiral  \  and  in  tlie  winter  of  1746-7ff 


^  To  siy  ni.tliiii^  of  tlic  absurdity  of  the  partial  instances  SfdJuoidt  't 
in:iy  be  niciitioued  iliat,  only  a  few  years  ago,  an  English  East  loiUtfHl 
pcrlurincd  the  voya^rc  fruni  Kn^zland  to  Mailras,  delivered  his  outvsii' 
boil! id  cargo,  t^K^k  on  b<iard  a  new  cai;go,  and  returned  Co  Ei^giaiidt  ^ 
within  nine  nionths.~E. 

s  'J'hc  remaining  ol^ncrvations  of  Harris,  supplementary  to  his  abbrevii' 
ted  account  of  thiri  exiM;dition,  have  no  manner  of  cxinueaion  with  thesuSr- 
jtct  in  handj  and  are  thertforc  omitted. 
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'with  the  rnminand  of  the  channel  fiact  In 
747*  off  Cape  Finiftterrr.  he  npturrd  ux  FVeoch 
f  dK  line  under  the  romniand  of  AdmirmI  Jonqnienv 
bad  been  di«paichccl  ibr  the  protectiim  of  the  mar" 
hipt  de«tinnl  for  the  Ea«t  and  \Vr«t  Indies.  On  thh 
B,  when  Mon4.  St  (trY>r^r,  our  of  the  Frefich  capUnras 
lared  h\%  nword  to  Adntir.il  Anfton,  he  ndtirmwl  him 
faUoarini^  temvi:  1'oh%  arezxaincu  U  lm\mnbl€%  ft  La 
foaf  fill/. — **  Yoti  hnve  drfiMtcil  the  Invincihlct  and 
fidloirfl  you :"  alluding  to  two  of  the  French  »hipat 
rincibic  aiid  the  iiloire,  which  h.id  surrendered  to 

diis  important  service  ti)  hi%  Icinp  and  rountTy«  h6 
Baled  a  ptvr  of  tlie  realm,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Asc- 
■mIi  in  1749,  on  the  death  of  Admiral  Norriip  he 
pointc-d  Vire-Bilmiral  of  Fjigland.  In  1751,  he  in^ 
lo  I»nl  Snndwirli,  ns  first  Lord  Commitkioner  of 
Iniralty ;  but,  incurring  censure  for  the  Iom  of  Mi- 
he  resi^txl  this  situation  in  \1M\.  But,  having 
oqaitted  of  all  blame  relative  lo  that  diigraceful  affiur* 
parliamentary  eiic|uiry,  he  was  reinstated  in  that  high 
aiikh  he  coiitinuc*d  to  fill,  with  honour  to  himself  and 
Ige  to  his  country,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
attending  upon  the  Duke  of  MecklenlNirgh  StrelitZt 
r  to  our  preM*nt  fiut-en,  to  shew  him  the  naval  arsenal 
tomoutli,  and  the  tlert  which  was  then  about  to  sail 
expedition  against  the  Havannah,  he  caught  a  vio- 
Idf  of  which  he  died,  at  Moor- Park  in  Ilertlbrdshire, 
6di  of  June  176S<9  in  the  bixty->fifth  year  of  his  agi^ 
\  no  issue  by  his  lady,  the  daughter  of  Lord  Hani* 
whom  he  married  in  174^,  he  lefl  the  whole  of  his 

rto  hit  brother. 
Anton  appears  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the 
■  and  equanimity  of  his  temper.  Amid  all  the  dan- 
id  anccesses  of  his  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  he 
gqpretted  any  :»tron^  emotion,  cither  of  sorrow  or  joy, 
men  the  Centurion  hove  in  higlit  of  Tinian.  Hv 
of  few  words,  and  wa-s  even  reckoned  particularly 
_  English  seamen,  who  have  never  iMvn  disiin- 
I  fiir  their  loquacity.  He  intrixluced  a  rii;id  discip* 
to  the  English  nuvy,  somewhat  rescmbli:):;  timt  of  the 
laaimy;    and  revived  ih.it  buM  m.\  l-^-c  methoil  of 

tj^hting, 
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%htiBf,  witbio  piitOl-Bhoty  which  bad  fiNVlwIy 
iimvll^.empiayed  by  Blake  and  l^ovtl,  and  which  haate 
terad  that  <&ring  c^njrage  and  irraiisdble  intrcpidSt^  im  aai 
Brili9h  ^aine»»  which  anticipate  and  fecnre  atioeaai  to  At 
tiQst  darinfi;  and  haaardous  entcrprizet. 

In  9onie  reflexionHf  towards  the  cobcIdsioii  of  BtHadk 
circumnavigation,  Harris,  *  a  former  editor  of  a  crflamsa 
of  voyag^  and  travelsi  breaks  forth  in  the  following  kdbp 
toiy  strain  :-^ 

''  Hsppy^  happy,  for  us,  that  we  have  still  a  asAMaa  1^ 
<<  who  has  shewn  that  the  raeo  of  heroes  is  not  yet  aatiatf 
**  among  us,  in  Admiral  Anson,  that  great  and  fortnask 
<<  coanmander ;  who  enjoys  the  singular  felicityy  in  ao  ifi 
**  of  sloth,  luxury,  ond  orruption,  that  hia  €a$e  la  the  ir 
><  suit  of  his  labour^  his  tHU  the  reward  of  his  nuriU  wd  ifcsK 
^  his  wtalih  does  honour  to  his  country/' 

How  much  more  happy  is  it  for  us  in  the  present  dm 
aoQiewhat  more  than  half  a  century  later,  and  while  emf 
tnei^.is  required  to  the  utmost  stretch,  that  we  aiill  haves 
race  of  transcendent  lieroes,  who  have  annihilated  the  asuf 
apd  trade  and  cok>nies  of  our  arch  enemy,  have  vindicairi 
nnd  preserved  our  glory  and  freedom  and  prosperity,  ia^ 
hid  foir  to  restore  the  honour  and  indcpeodeocc  of  the  a^ 
liaod  world,  tlireotened  with  ambveraioB  by  the  modern  AtiP 

mTRODUCTION. 

NoTWiTHSTANuiHO  the  great  improvemeat  of  navigstifla 
within  the  lost  two  centuries,  a  voyage  round  the  warn  ii 
atiU  considered  as  an  enterprize  of  so  very  singular  a  naldi^ 
that  the  public  have  never  failed  to  be  extremely  inquisitiw 
about  the  various  accidents  and  turns  of  fortune  with  whidi 
d\is  uncommon  attempt  is  generally  attended.  And,  thoa^ 
the  iimusemc^t  expected  in  tbeae  narratives  is  dottbtksaeii 
otreat  source  of  that  curiosity  with  the  bulk  of  readtfi^  Jit 
the  more  intelligent  part  of  mankind  have  alwaya  agvM 
that,  from  accounts  of  this  nature^  if  faithfully  exec 
the  more  important  purposes  of  navigation,  eomflscroe^ 
24ational  interest,  may  be  |a;reatly  promoted :  For  every 
thentic  description  ol'  foreign  coasts  and  countries  will  i 

tribolt 
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(  Id  one  or  more  of  their  grrot  ends,  ia  praportkia  to 
■llliv  vanUf  or  rDBunaditini  of  ihr*e  countrict,  and 
nofncc  of  dine  oooMb;  and  thervTorc,  a  ^oynfgt 
tbo  world  prumiMi  a  tiirciei  of  inronnalioiH  of  all 
,  tbo  noit  dnirabic  and  iiitcitstiag ;  lincc  great  part 
pcrfbnncd  in  aeat  with  which  wp  are,  a«  jei»  but  very 
■dljr  acunaintcdt  and  in  ihr  neigh hourhocid  ofa  co«n« 
mmmmd  tor  the  ahtmtlance  ot  its  wrakh;  tlinugh  it  1% 
note  liroe«  ttiginniizfHl  for  its  poverty  in  the  neccMQ* 
d  oonvenionces  of  a  civili/oti  liic. 
at  eoncidcrationt  have  orraticini-<l  the  compiling  the 
I  work;  which,  in  ^ratitying  the  inc|uiftitive  dit|ioii« 
naukind,  and  conthhuting  to  the  Mlirty  and  luocen 
i«  navigators  and  to  tho  4-xu*ntion  of  oiir  ciMiinicroc^ 
wibcleai  vie  with  any  narr  uiiHi  of  thi4  kind  htlherlo 
poblic ;  Mnrc,  at  to  the  hr-^t  of  iht«r  beads  it  May 
ponpnoied  that  the  grm-nil  curioiily  balk  been  Mnmc* 
feadi  by  the  rirrunutanccii  of  thi«  umlertakiiig  already 
.  to  tke  world ;  lbr«  whether  we  con«iilcr  the  Ibrco  of 
ndron  tent  cni  this  hervicci  or  the  dirervifivd  diiironei 
nh  single  fthip  was  neparalelj  involved  in,  or  the*  on* 
IB  oiftlances  of  varyiug  tbrtune  which  attended  the 
CBlerprize ;  each  of  these  artidet  muttt  I  CDnocivi^ 
s  Weil-known  rude  out  linen,  atipcar  worthy  of  a  ooni* 
and  more  fini)*hctl  ddineniion :  And,  if  this  be  al* 
with  re«pect  to  tko  narrative  pnrt  of  the  work,  there 
doubt  alxiul  the  more  useful  and  infttructive  partip 
alnMikt  every  where  interwoven  with  it ;  tor  I  con 
i  to  affirm,  without  Icar  of  lieing  conKniiiicted  on  a 
riaoOf  that  no  voyage,  hitherto  publiiihed,  famAhca 
>  nombcr  «if  views  of  land,  saondingf,  draugbca  of 
diart%  and  other  materials,  for  the  improvement  of 
phy  and  navigation,  as  are  contained  in  the  ensuing 
r;  which  are  the  more  valuable  too,  as  the  greatest 
Pdiem  relate  to  such  isLincIs  or  ectasia  as  ha^'e  been  hi- 
not  at  all,  (»r  crronfou-ly  docriUnl  i  and  where  the 
f  anfficient  and  aullieniic  information  might  occasion 
anterprizcs  to  prove  abort ive,  |Krh:i;is  with  tiic  do- 
na of  the  ships  and  men  finploytti  tluTcin. 
jiaalhe  numiier  ami  choice  of  ibcs^r  marine  drawings 
acriptUNUi  there  is  anoilior  very  c«sc*ntial  circumstance 
Ing  to  them,  which  much  cnhlnces  thtir  worth  ;  and 
i|pi  gnat  accuracy  with  which  tliey  were  csuxuted.     I 

shall 
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shall  express  my  opinion  of  them,  in  this  particular,  Teiy  i 
perfectly^  when  I  say  tliat  they  are  not  exceeded,  and  ps- 
naps  not  equalled,  by  any  tiling  of  this  nature  that  halh,  m 
yet,  been  communicated  to  the  world  :  For  they  were  not 
copied  from  the  works  of  others,  or  composed  at  home  6m 
imperfect  accounts  given  by  incurious  and  unskilful  ofaiaii- 
verS}  a  practice  too  frequent  in  these  matters ;  but  the  grai^ 
est  part  of  them  were  delineated  on  the  spot,  with  the  utmoil 
exactness,  by  the  direction  and  under  the  eye  of  Mr  AniOB 
liimsc-lf ;  and  where,  as  is  the  case  in  three  or  four  of  thoib 
they  have  been  done  by  less  skilful  hands,  or  were  fbmid  Vk 
possession  of  the  enemy^  and  consec|uently  their  juiteai 
could  be  less  relied  on,  I  have  always  taken  care  to  appris 
the  reader  of  it,  and  to  put  him  on  his  guard  against  gifiqg 
entire  credit  to  them ;  although  I  doubt  not  but  then  In 
authentic  draughts,  thus  cautiously  inserted,  are  to  the  fid 
as  correct  as  those  which  are  usually  published  upon  Hbm 
occasions.  For,  as  actual  surveys  of  roads  and  haibooi% 
and  nice  and  critical  delineations  of  views  of  land^  take  np 
much  time  and  attention,  and  require  a  good  degree  of  lUlt 
both  in  planning  and  drawing,  those  who  are  defective  a 
industry  and  abnity  supply  these  wants  by  bold  conjecUiRf 
and  fictitious  descriptions ;  and,  as  they  can  be  no  othenriK 
confuted  than  by  going  on  the  q)ot,  and  running  the  risk  of 
suffering  by  their  misinformation^  they  have  no  apprehenafla 
of  being  detected;  and  therefore,  when  they  intrude  their 
supposititious  productions  on  the  public,  they  make  no  con- 
science of  boasting,  at  the  same  time,  widi  how  much  skill 
and  care  they  have  been  executed.  But  let  not  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  naval  affairs  imagine,  that  the  impch 
sitions  of  this  kind  are  of  an  innocent  nature ;  for,  as  euct 
views  of  land  arc  the  surest  guides  to  a  seaman,  on  a  cooK 
where  he  has  never  been  l>efore,  nil  fictions,  in  so  interestiif 
a  matter,  must  be  attended  with  numerous  dangers,  and 
Komctimcs  with  the  destruction  of  tlio>:c  who  arc  thus  unhap* 
pily  deceivctl. ' 

Besides  these  draughts  of  such  places  as  Mr  Anson,  or 

ibe 

7  It  muftt  be  quite  obvious  to  all  \\!»o  nrc  in  Uic  least  (1c;:rec  arqiniotd 
villi  the  nature  of  these  drau^lit^  nmJ  vic^As  of  land,  in  tlie  nature  eft 
cooAtin^  pilot,  tliat  it  is  utterly  impn&f-ibif  to  reduce  them  within  tliecoB- 
pa>ft  of  un  octavo  size,  and  at  the  banic  time  to  rrnderthcm  of  the  hmailm 
dr^i  cc  of  Uiiefulnes6 ;  while  larpe  plates  inuBt  have  been  necesfarr,  and 
speedily  destroyed  by  opening  and  refolding.— £. 


pt  wbicli  he  comnuifMiedv  liavc  toiiclicil  at  in  the  conrRc 
expeditioa,  and  the  deicriptions  and  direclioni  rcU- 
wrcco,  there  i«  iiiAertedt  in  the  ensuing  work*  an  ample 
My  with  A  rhart  annexed  to  it,  of  a  particular  naviga- 
if  which  hithrrto  littli*  more  than  tnc  name  hat  been 
i»  except  to  those  imniniiati'ly  employed  in  it :  I 
the  tract  dctcribed  br  the  Manilla  Blii|),  in  her  pat- 
»  Acapulcfs  throvph  the  norilicrn  part  of  the  Pacific- 
This  material  article  is  colic^ed  from  the  drau^hti 
omalt  met  with  on  boanl  the  Manilla  ^leon,  fouml- 
tbe  cxperii-ncc  ut'  mon*  than  an  hundretl  and  fifty 
WBCticc,  andcfinniihoratr«l  in  itftprinci|i!ilrircumitaiicc^ 
i  concurrent  evidence  cif  nil  the  Sfianikh  priiionerii  ta- 
I  that  vessel.  And  as  many  of  tlieir  journals  which  I 
inedy  appear  to  have  Ix-t'n  not  ill  kept,  I  presume 
of  that  nortlicm  ocean,  and  the  particulnrs  of  their 
through  it,  may  bo  very  urdy  rcliiil  on  by  future  na- 
rk The  advantages  which  may  lie  drawu  from  an 
knowledge  of  this  navigation,  and  the  heDuficial  pro- 
ikkh  may  lie  formed  thereon,  botli  in  war  and  peace, 
'  no  meani  proper  tii  be  discussed  in  this  place  \  but 
rill  easily  oflcr  theiiitelves  to  the  skilful  in  m:iritime  af- 
However,  as  the  Manilla  ships  are  tlie  only  onc^ 
have  ever  travctM^  thik  vast  ocean,  except  a  r  rencli 
ler  or  two,  which  have  been  afterwards  sv'ut\l  on  the 
if  Mexico;  and  as,  during  ucnr  two  ages,  in  which 
ide  ha9  been  carried  on,  tlie  Spaniards  have  secreted 
lie  utmost  cnre  all  accounts  of  thtir  voyages  from  Uie 
'the  world  i  tliesc  reasons^  would  alone  ouihorize  the 
an  of  those  papers,  and  would  recommend  them  to  the 
Idfe^  as  a  very  great  iniprovemcnt  in  geography,  and 
f  of  attention,  from  the  singularity  of  many  circum- 
I  therein  recited. 

add  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  far  from  being  the 
mendation  of  ihcac  materials,  tint  the  obscrva- 
€  the  variations  fif  the  compass,  which  are  laid  down 
I  chart  from  these  Spanish  journals,  tend  greatly  t4i 
ila  the  general  system  of  the  magnetic  variation,  of 
ijBportance  to  the  commercial  and  sea-faring  part  of 
•TbcM  observations  were,  though  in  vain,  ollen 
~  Jmt  by  our  learned  countryman,  the  late  l)r 
~  ia.inuDortal  reputation  ihcy  confirm,  as  far 
i-WOBderfiil  hypothesis  he  had  entertained 

on 
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OD  thii  bead;  and  very  nearly  corresponds  in  their  qoMtiH^-^ 
to  the  predictions  he  published  about  fifty  years  sinci^  mjjf 
before  lie  was  aoquaiuted  with  fmy.one  obseryation  miidpit 
those  seas.  The  ascertaining  Uie  yariation  in  that  past /if 
the  world  is  just  now  of  more  than  ordinary  conaeqasMH 
as  the  editors  of  a  new  variation  cbart«  lately  published^  ilT' 
want  of  proper  h^fprmation^  have  been  miiJed  by  an  ens* 
neoos  analogy,  wd  have  even  mistaken  the  very  apedsssf 
variation  in  that  of  the  northern  ocean ;  for  they  make  jt 
westerly  where  it  is  easterly »  and  have  laid  it  dowa  lf*lf 
IS^  different  from  its  real  quantity. 

This  much  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  premise^  wilh 
regard  to  the  hydrograpbical  and  geographieal  pari  of 'As 
ensuing  work ;   whidi,  it  is  hoped,  the  re^er  will  fiodk  -si 
perusa^  much  ampler  and  more  importanc  than  diia  d^ 
sketch  can  well  explain.     But,  as  there  are  hereafter  ~ 
spersed,  occasionally,  some  accounts  of  Spanish 
and  many  ol^scrvations  relative  to  the  dispositions  -  of  ^ 
American  Spaniards,  and.  to  the  condition  of  the  coaottiSB 
I)ordering  on  tlio  South  Seas ;   and  as  herein  I  mi^  Witf 
to  diiTcr  greatly  from  the  opinions  generally  estabhsbsQ|-l 
think  it  behoves  mo  particularly  to  recite  the  aothoriliss  I 
have  been  guided  by  in  these  matters,  that  I  mnj  not  hs 
censured  as  having  given  way,  eitlicr  to  a  thoughuen 
dulity  on  the  one  hand,  or,  what  woqld  be  a  inuch 
criminal  imputation,  to  a  wilful  and  deliberate  miarep: 
tation  ou  the  other. 

Mr  Anson,  before  he  set  sail  upon  this  expedition, 
the  printed  journals  to  these  parts,  took  care  to  furnish  hi»> 
self  with  the  best  manuscript  accounts  he  could  procure  of  al 
the  Spanish  settlements  upon  tlie  coasts  of  Chili,  Peru, 
Mexico.    These  he  carefully  compared  with  the 
tions  of  his  prisoners,  and  the  informations  of  several  inteKt 

gent  persons  who  fell  into  his  hands  in  the  South  Seas.  Ho 
ad  likewise  the  good  fortune  in  some  of  his  capture^  tsi 
possess  himself  of  a  great  number  of  letters  and  papers  of  a 
paUic  nature,  many  of  them  written  by  the  viceroy  of  Fh> 
to  the  viceroy  of  Santa  Fee,  to  the  presulenta  of  PimaiDa  esA 
ChiU,  to  Don  Blass  de  Lczo,  admiral  of  the  galleonai  aadlB 
divers  other  persons  in  considerable  emplo^mcntai  Mid  ia 
these  letters  there  was  usually  inserted  a  recital  of  those  thsv 
were  intended  to  answer,  so  that  they  contained  np  mm 
part  of  the  correspondence  between  tiwse  officen^  for  mmm 

time 
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tiine  previous  tq  our  arrifal  on  the  const.  We  took,  bendrsb 
wmny  letterSf  sent  from  perspns  ratriisted  by  the  Sp^ni^h  gpr 
ivmneiit^  to  their  friends  and  ccM-refpondentSt  which  were 
freqiwiBtty  filled  with  narretions  of  public  business^  and  some* 
tieiei  contained  undisguised  aqimadversionB  on  the  views  and 
condnct  of  their  superiors.  Fnxn  these  maieriaJs  those  ao* 
oonnta  of  the  Spanish  affitirs  are  drawo^  which  may  appear# 
at  first  sight,  the  most  exceptionaUe.  In  particulars  the 
liiatoiy  of  the  various  casualties  which  beiel  Pizarro's  squar 
dron  iSft  for  the  most  part,  composed  fron^  intercepted  letters  % 
thoo^  iodeedy  the  relation  oS  the  insurrection  of  Orellana 
and -Us  followers  is  founded  on  rather  a  less  disputable  au* 
tborily ;  for  it  was  taken,  from  the  mouths  of  an  English  gen* 
tlomaii  then  on  board  Pizarro^  who  often  conversed  with  Pi^ 
am;  and  it  was,  upon  enquiry,  confirmed  in  its  jmncipal 
drcavstanees  by  others  who  were  in  the  ship  at  the  same 
ti^:  so  that  the  fiict^  however  extraordinary,  is,  I  ooncdvc^ 
not  to  be  contested.' 

Audi  on  diis  occasion,  I  cannot  but  mention,  that,  though 
)  hvm  endeavoured  with  my  utmost  care  to  adhere  strictly  to 
tnitl%  in  every  article  of  tfale  ensuing  narration,  yet  [  am  ap* 
pvehenstve  that,  in  so  complicated  a  work,  some  oversi^u 
mast  have  been  committed,  by  the  inattention  to  which,  at 
all  times^  all  mankind  are  liable.  However,  I  am  conscious, 
as  yet,  cf  none  but  literal  and  insignificant  mistakes;  and  if 
there  are  others  more  considerable,  which  have  escaped  rae# 
I  flatter  myself  they  are  not  of  moment  enough  to  affect  any 
matarial  transaction ;  and  therefore  1  hope  uiey  msy  justly 
daim  the  reader's  indulgence, 

Afker  this  general  account  of  the  ensuing  work,  it  might 
be  expected  perhaps,  that  I  should  proceed  to  the  work  it? 
self;  but  I  cannot  finish  this  introduction  without  adding  a 
few  reflections  on  a  matter  very  nearly  connected  with  the 
present  subject,  and,  as  I  conceive,  neither  destitute  of  utili« 
ty  nor  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  pablic :  I  mean  tho 
animating  my  countrymen,  both  in  their  public  and  private 
ttations^  to  the  encouragement  of  all  kinqs  of  geogr^hical 
sod  nautical  observations,  and  of  every  species  of  mechani- 
cal and  commercial  information.  It  is  by  a  settled  attach-r 
iDcnt  to  these  seemingly  minute  particulars,  that  our  ambi- 
iioos  neighbours  have  established  some  part  of  that  power 
with  which  we  are  now  struggling :  and  as  we  have  the  means 
HI  out  haiida  of  pursuing  these  subjects  more  effectually  than 

they 
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they  CftTi,  it  would  be  a  dishonour  to  us  longer  to  neglect  S0 
easy  and  beneficial  a  practice.  Fori  as  we  have  a  navy  modi 
more  numerous  than  theirs,  great  part  of  which  is  alwaji  cm* 
ployed  in  very  distant  stations,  either  in  the  protection  of  Mr 
colonies  and  commerce^  or  in  assisting  our  allies  against  Ih 
common  enemy,  this  gives  us  frequent  opportunities  of  fin(> 
fiishing  ourselves  with  such  Icind  of  materials  as  are  herensi 
oonunended,  and  such  as  might  turn  greatly  to  our  advn- 
tage  either  in  war  or  peace ;  since^  not  to  mention  what  mkk 
be  expected  from  the  officers  of  the  navy,  if  their  appIicsOOi 
to  th«K  subjects  was  properly  encouraged,  it  would  craiteBt 
new  expoice  to  the  government  to  establish  a  particular  » 
gulation  for  this  purpose ;  as  all  that  wpuld  be  reqainle 
would  be  constantly  to  embark,  in  some  of  our  men  of  vsr 
which  are  sent  on  those  distant  cruizes,  a  person  who,  with 
the  character  of  an  cnginec;:,  and  the  skill  and  talents  neoBK 
sary  to  that  profession,  should  be  employed  in  drawing  sach 
coasts,  and  planning  such  harbours,  as  the  ship  should  toack 
at^  and  in  making  such  other  observations,  of  all  kind%  it 
might  either  prove  of  advantage  to  future  navigaton^  ar 
might  any  ways  tend  to  promote  the  public  service.  PcfsoM 
haoituatea  to  these  operations,  which  could  not  fail  at  iIm 
same  time  of  improving  them  in  their  proper  business,  wobU 
be  extremely  useful  in  many  other  lights  besides  those  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  might  tend  to  secure  our  fleets  ffoai 
those  disgraces  with  which  cheir  attempts  against  places  oa 
shore  have  been  otlen  attended.  And,  in  a  nation  like  0111% 
where  all  sciences  arc  more  eagerly  and  universally  pursoad, 
and  better  undcrsUMxl,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
proper  subjects  ibr  these  employments  cannot  long  be  want* 
ing,  if  due  encouragement  were  given  to  them. 

This  method,  here  recommended,  is  known  to  have  baen 
frequently  ))ractisod  by  the  French,  particularly  in  the  in- 
stance of  Mons.  Frezier,  an  engineer,  who  has  published  i 
celebrated  voyage  to  the  South  iScas:  for  this  person  was  pur- 
posely sent  by  the  French  king,  in  the  year  1711,  into  thai 
country,  on  board  a  merchant  ship,  that  he  might 


and  describe  the  coast,  and  take  plans  of  ail  the  fortifinl 
places ;  the  better  to  enable  the  French  to  prosecute  tbsir 
illicit  trade,  or,  on  a  rupture  between  them  and  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  form  their  enterprises  in  those  seas  witli  more  rea* 
diness  and  certainty.  ^Should  we  pursue  this  method,  vc 
might  hope  that  the  emulation  amongst  those  who  were  cov^ 

mifsion^ 
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minioned  ibr  these  nndertakings,  and  the  experience  which^ 
even  in  the  most  peaceable  intervals,  they  would  thereby  ac- 
quire^ might  at  length  procure  us  a  proper  number  of  able 
engineers^  and  might  emce  the  national  scandal  which  our 
deficiency  in  that  species  of  men  has  sometimes  exposed  us 
to:  and  surely  evciy  step  to  encourage  and  improve  them  is 
of  greater  moment  to  the  public^  as  no  persons^  when  they 
are  properly  instructed,  make  better  returns  in  war  for  the 
distinctions  and  emoluments  bestowed  on  them  in  times  of 
peaoc:  of  which,  the  advantages  the  French  have  reaped 
from  their  dexterity,  too  numerous  and  recent  to  be  soon 
fomly  are  an  ample  confirmation* 

fihving  mentioned  engineers,  or  such  as  are  skilled  in 
drawing  and  the  other  usual  practices  of  that  profession,  as 
the  properest  persons  to  be  employed  in  these  foreign  en- 
quiries,  I  cannot  but  lament,  as  it  offers  itself  so  very  natu- 
rally to  the  subject  in  hand^  how  very  imperfect  many  of  our 
aooounts  of  distant  countries  are  rendered  by  the  relators 
being  unskilled  in  drawing,  and  in  the  general  principles  of 
iorveying,  even  where  other  abilities  have  not  been  wanting* 
Had  more  of  our  travellers  been  initiated  in  these  acquire- 
ments^ and  had  there  been  added  thereto  some  little  skill  in 
the  common  astronomical  observations,  all  which  a  person  of 
ordinary  talents  miffht  attain  with  a  very  moderate  share  of 
application,  we  should,  by  this  time,  have  seen  the  geography 
of  the  globe  much  correcter  than  we  now  find  it ;  the  dan- 
gers of  navigation  would  have  been  -considerably  lessened, 
and  the  manners,  arts,  and  produce  of  foreign  countries 
would  have  been  better  known  to  us  than  they  are.  Indeed, 
when  I  consider  the  strong  incitements  that  all  travellers 
have  to  pursue  some  part  at  least  of  these  qualifications,  es- 
pecially drawing ;  when  I  consider  how  much  it  would  faci- 
litate their  observations,  assist  and  strengthen  their  memo- 
ries, and  of  how  tedious,  and  often  unintelligible,  a  load  of 
description  it  would  rid  them ;  I  cannot  but  wonder  that  any 
person  who  intends  to  visit  distant  countries,  with  a  view  of 
mforming  either  himself  or  others,  should  be  wanting  in  so 
necessary  a  piece  of  skill.  And,  to  enforce  this  argument 
still  farther,  I  must  add,  tliat,  besides  the  uses  of  drawing  al- 
ready mentioned,  there  is  one  which,  though  not  so  obvious, 
11  yet  perhaps  of  more  consequence  than  all  that  has  been 
hitherto  urged;  I  mean  the  strength  and  distinguishing 
power  it  adds  to  some  of  our  faculties.    This  appears  from 

hence, 
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benoe^  that  thoee  who  are  used  to  draw  objects  obierve  tbim 
with  more)  accuracy  than  others  who  are  not  holwtriaied  It 
that  practice.  For  we  maj-easily  find,  by  a  little  experino^ 
chat  when  we  view  any  objecty  however  simple^  our  ■•♦rrliini 
or  memory  is  scarcely  at  any  time  so  strong  as  to  enable  il 
when  we  have  turnea  oar  ejres  away  from  it,  to  rrmllwl 
exactly  every  part  it  consisted  oi^  and  to  recall  all  the  ciici» 
stances  of  its  appearance ;  since»  on  examination,  it  w3l  ki 
discovert,  that  in  aome  we  were  mistaken,  and  others  wshil 
totally  overlooked.  But  he  who  is  accustomed  to  cbraw  vkil 
he  seeSf  isp  at  the  same  timcb  accustomed  to  rectify  thk  i» 
attention ;  for,  by  confronting  his  ideas,  copied  on  the  pspa^ 
with  the  object  he  intends  to  represent,  ne  finds  oot  vlrt 
circumistance  has  deceived  him  in  its  appearance;  andhsMl 
he  at  length  acquires  the  habit  of  obsenrins;  nnidt  neiS'll 
one  view  than  he  could  ever  have  done  wHbont  his  pnielkl 
and  proficiency  in  drawing. 

If  what  has  been  said  merits  the  attention  of  travdhnsf 
all  sorts,  it  is,  I  think,  more  particularly  applicable  to  Iki 
gentlemen  of  the  navy,  since,  without  drawing  and  plnnningp 
neither  charts  nor  views  of  land  can  be  taken ;  and  withsU 
tliese  it  18  sufficiently  evident  that  navigation  is  at  a  full  rtfli4 
It  is  doubtless  from  a  perisuasion  of  the  utility  of  these  qM« 
lificalions,  that  his  majesty  has  established  a  drawing-nisslW 
at  Portsmouth^  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  are  prenmifli 
to  be  hereafter  entrusted  with  the  command  of  his  royal  usjs 
and  tliough  some  have  been  so  far  misled  as  to  suppose  tM 
the  pcrtection  of  sea  officers  consisted  in  a  turn  of  mind  iid 
temper  resembling  the  boisterous  element  they  have  to  dill 
with,  and  have  condemned  all  literature  and  science^  as 
minatc  and  derogatory  to  that  ferocity,  which,  they 
ilikely  persuade  us,  was  the  most  unerring  cbaracterisdc  sf 
courage,  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  absurdities  have  Ml 
at  any  time  been  authorized  by  the  public  opinion,  and  thsl 
the  belief  daily  diminishes.  If  those  who  adhere  to  thsii 
mischievous  positions  were  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
reason,  or  swayed  by  example,  I  should  think  it  suffident  A 
their  conviction  to  observe,  that  the  most  valuable  drawi^li 
insertetl  in  the  following  work,  though  done  with  such  lU 
that  even  professed  artists  ctm  with  difficulty  imitate  tfatfb 
were  taken  by  Mr  Picrcy  Bret,  one  of  Mr  Anson's  lieufeenaal% 
and  since  captain  of  the  Lion  nian-ot-war,  who,  in  his  n^ 
niorable  engagement  with  the  Eiizabeth,  [for  the  importaace 

of 
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iee,  or  the  moluiion  ivith  whicli  it  was  conclucted, 
IT  lo  DODe  this  m^  hai  wrn,]  has  gircii  ample  proof 
piaBcicficy  in  the  aru  I  have  been  reooniniendin|b  is 
Bcly  ooDiutent  with  the  nic»%t  exemplary  lirarery,  anil 
Bit  dklinguiihed  tkili  in  ererj  function  belonging  lo  a 


eed«  when  the  many  branchei  of  Kimoe  orr  consider- 
which  even  the  common  practice  of  navigation  in  com- 
,  and  the  many  improveinrnu  which  men  of  tkill  have 
to  this  practioe  within  thf»e  few  years,  it  would  indoor 
\  bclievt  that  the  aci vanta^  of  reflection  and  tpccnhK 
lowledge  were  in  no  profession  more  eminent  than  in 
F  a  naval  oScrr ;  fi«r,  not  to  mention  «anie  ex|)ertnesB 
IP^^Jv  ffeonetry,  and  ajhtrM<iumy.  which  it  would  bo 
wmible  H>r  him  to  lie  without,  as  his  jciumal  and  his 
la  of  the  daily  notitiiNi  o(  the  ship  are  founded  on  par^ 
>  branches  of  tliesc  sciences  it  may  well  lie  suppciaedy 
IT  Banagement  and  working  of  n  4up,  the  dismvify  of 
Oit  eligihlr  position  in  the  wnter,  usually  ralM  her 
ad  the  disposition  cil'  her  sails  in  ihi*  most  aclrantagisoin 
w^  are  articles  in  which  the  knowledge  of  neclianica 
t  but  be  greatly  assistant.  Aiul,  |M*rhnps,  tlw  applica- 
rthk  kind  of  knoaicilge  to  naval  siilijects  may  prodoco 
tt  hnprovements  in  Milling  and  working  a  ship,  ai  it 
eady  done  in  many  other  mnttcrs  coiiiiiicivc  tci  the  rase 
HvenicQce  of  human  life ;  ninct',  when  the  fabric  of  a 
id  the  variety  of  her  sails  are  con>idercd,  together  with 
ifidal  contrivances  for  adapting  them  to  hpr  diflerent 
%  aa  it  cannot  he  dotit)teii  liut  these*  things  have  bocii 
H  about  by  more  than  ordinary  Migacity  and  inven- 
o  neither  can  it  Im*  lUiuUed  but  that,  in  Mm>e  conjunc-i 
a  apcculative  and  vcientitic  turn  of  mind  may  find  out 
auia  of  directing  and  fii<|M)sinf;  ihi^  complicated  me- 
m  aauch  more  advunlntrfoiisiv  than  can  bi*  doue  bv 
ittbity  or  by  a  servili*  cnpying  of  what  othen  may  have, 
a  erroneously,  pnictised  in  similar  emergencies.  Uut 
lo  finish  this  digre<sii)n,  ami  to  leave  the  reader  to 
ol  of  the  cn»iiing  uork,  which^  with  how  Jilt!(*  ;ixi 
it  nuqr  be  executttl,  will  yet,  from  the  im{)oriance  crt 
l^act,  and  the  utility  Mml  excellence  «>t*  the  materials 
ahare  of  the  jMiliiic  aUention. 
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Sectios  h  •       '?  |i 

Of  the  Eauipment  of  the  Squadron,  and  the  Inddanh  nklik 

to  it,  from  its  first  Appointment  to  its  setting  Saiifiomm 

Helens, 

...» .'i 

The  «quadron  under  the  command  of  Mr* Anflotat*  oT.wlJdb 
I  here  propose  to  recite  the  most  material  proceediDg^^lii 
ving  undergone  many  changes  in  its  destination^  its  fbta^Mi 
its  eauipment,  during  the  ten  months  between  its  mnjprf 
appomtmcnt  and  its  final  sailing  from  St  Helens,  I  coneaMr 
the  history  of  these  alterations  is  a  detail  neocssaiy  lo^bi 
made  public,  both  for  the  honour  of  those  who  first  jdanll 
and  promoted  this  entcrprize^  and  for  the  justification  oFtkM 
who  have  been  entrusted  with  its  execution;  ainee  it  vl 
from  hence  appear,  that  the  accidents  the  ezpeditioli  nm 
afterwards  exposed  to,  and  which  prevented  it  from  prodig 
cing  all  the  national  advantages  the  strength  of  the  sqoadMl 
and  the  expectation  of  the  public  seemed  to  presage^  WM 
principally  owin^  to  a  series  of  interruptions,  which  cMmI 
the  commander  m  the  course  of  his  preparations,  and  iriMll 
it  exceeded  his  utmost  industry  either  to  avoid  or  get » 
moved*  ' 

When,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  summer  17S9,  it  wasfa» 
seen  that  a  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable^  it  was  the  opinioi 
of  some  considerable  persons^  then  trusted  with  the  tioiniMI' 
tration  of  affairs,  that  the  most  prudent  step  the  nation  omII 
take,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was  attacking  thrt 
crown  in  her  distant  settlements ;  for  by  this  means,  as  H 
that  time  tliere  was  the  greatest  probability  of  success,  it  wsi 
supposed  that  we  should  cut  off  the  principal  resources  of  tkt 
enemy,  and  should  reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of  ainosn^F 
desiring  a  peace,  as  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  retnraiii 
that  treasure  by  which  alone  they  could  be  enabled  to  csflf 
on  a  war.  i  -• 

In  pursuance  of  these  sentiments,  several  prqecta  «W 
examined,  and  several  resolutions  were  taken  by  the  coondt 
And,  in  all  these  deliberations,  it  was  from  the  first  delV" 
mined,  that  George  Anson,  Esq.  then  captain  of  the  Ccoiih 
rion,  should  be  employed  as  commander-in-chief  of  an  eip^ 
(iition  of  this  kind :  and,  he  at  that  time  being  absent  oo  a 
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,  a  TCKcl  waft  diipatdicd  to  his  station  lo  earijr  as  tha 
liog  of  Sepcember,  to  order  him  to  ratom  with  nis  ship 
fntnith  And  toon  after  he  came  there,  that  h,  on 
th  November  fbUowinf{p  he  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
a  Wager,  directiai^  him  to  repair  to  LonJoOf  and  Co 
the  board  of  Admiral^ ;  where,  when  he  arrivedf  he 
fimed  by  Sir  Charles,  that  two  s^piadrons  wonU  bo 
iatchr  fittMl  out  (or  two  secret  expeditions,  which,  how- 
mnld  have  fome  connection  widi  oecb  other;  and  that 
r  Anson,  wu  intended  to  command  one  of  them  i  and 
Er  Cornwall^  who  hath  since  lost  his  life  gltirioiMly  in 
•of  his  country's  honour,  was  to  command  the  ocJber ; 
m  eqnadron  under  Mr  Anaon  was  to  take  on  board 
■dependent  companies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  and 
li  regiment  of  font ;  that  Colonel  Bland  was  likewise 
hack  with  his  regiment,  and  to  command  the  land- 
( and  that,  as  soon  as  this  s<|uadron  oouU  be  fitted  for 
HJ  were  to  sail,  with  expms  orders  to  touch  at  no 
ill  thejr  came  to  Java- Haul  in  the  Eas&>Indiest  that 
naa  there  only  to  stop  to  take  in  water,  and  thence  %m 
d  directly  to  uie  city  of  Manilla  in  Lufonia,  one  of  thw 

ti  isknds ;  that  the  other  squadron,  of  equal  feree 
commanded  by  Mr  Anson*  was  intended  to  paia 
Gme  Horn  into  the  Sooth  Seas,  to  range  akmg  that 
ana,  after  cruizing  upon  the  enemy  in  those  parts,  and 
iing  their  icttlements,  this  squadron,  in  its  return,  was 
Iwioni  at  Manilla,  there  lo  join  the  squadron  under 
WNSy  where  they  were  to  relresh  their  men,  and  to  re» 
r  ihqMy  and  [lerhaps  receive  orders  for  other  consklep- 


was  doubtless  extremely  well  projected,  and 
but  have  greatly  advanced  the  public  service^  and 
Mlatioo  and  fortune  of  those  concerned  in  iu  execu- 
■Tf  had  Mr  Anson  proceeded  to  ManilU  at  the  time 
dia  Bsanner  proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  he  wouM 
aohabiiity  have  arrived  tlierc  belbrc  they  had  received 
vieeof  the  war  between  us  and  S|Nun,  and  consequcnt- 
aw  thay  had  been  in  tlic  leasit  prqiared  for  the  recep- 
inm  anamyi  or  had  any  apprelicnuons  of  their  danger. 
I^^af  Manilla  might  well  be  supposed  to  have  been  nt 
the  same  defenceless  condition  with  all  the  other 
just  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  that 
ix%  ncjriectcd,  and  in  many  (liaces  decayed ; 

their 
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fiheir  cumon  dinnoiuited,  or  rendered  wufcto  by.  thej 
dmng  of  their  aurrieget:i  thetv  magasiiMfl^  both  of  mi 
•tor^B  and  provuiioDt»  all  enptjr ;  thwr  ftandsoai  unpads 
coDaeqiieiitly  thui»  ill  affisted,  .and  dispirttad;  .and  tfao^ 
chestaof  Pem^  whenoe  alone  all  thew diMCderi  oddU; 
fedrefla»  drained  to  the  rerj  bottom.  This,  froiia  -tha  ii 
cepted  ktlers  of  their  viceroy&and  f(avnmar%  is  waUkaaM 
to  have  been,  the  defenoelesa  state  of  Panama^  and  tkarelhv 
places  on  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea^  for  near  a  twdvaoMBA 
after  onr  declaration  of  war*  And  it  cannot  be  snppoaed  tU 
the  city  of  Manilla,  remoted  still  £irther  .by  almost  haKlb 
circumference  of  the  globe,  sbonld  have  experieneecb  Jni 
the  Spanish  government  a  greater  share. of  attcntian  fiii'ill 
security  than  Panama,  aud  the  other  important  porta  ia  9m 
and  Chili,  on  which  their  possession  of  that  immenaeMfll 
depends.  Indeed,  it  is  now  well  known  that  MamUawasH 
that  time  incapable  of  making  any  considerable  dcfenos^as^ 
in  all  probability,  would  have  surrendered  only  on  tlie  ai 
pearaace  of  our  squadron  befi^re  it.  The  conaeqacDoaoCMl 
eity,  and  the  ishmd  it  stands  on,  may,  in  some 
^timated  from  the  known  healthiness  of  its  air,.tlM 
of  its  port  and  bay,  the  number  and  wealth  of  ita  ii 
and  the  very  extensive  and  beneficial  commerce  it^cavtHii 
to  the  principal  ports  in  tlie  fiast'Indies  and  Chta% 
exclusive  trade  to  Acapuico ;  the  returns  for  whtdi 
being  made  in  sikrer,  arc,  upon  the  lowest  cak:Blalio%  Ml 
less  man  three  millions  of  dollars  yearly.  ..    :  •  / 

On  this  scheme  Sir  Charles  Wager  was  so  inteal^  thalf  M 
the  18th  December^  a  fiew  days  only  before  thb  .first, 
ference,  Mr  Anson  received  an  order  to  take  nader  Usi 
mand  the  Argyle,  Severn,  Pearl,  Wager,  and  Tryaldsapi 
and  other  orders  were  issued  to  him,  in  the  sama 
in  December,  relating  to  the  victualling  of  this 
But,  on  attending  the  Admiralty  in  the  beginniog^of . 
ary>  1740,  Mr  Anson  was  informed  by  Sir  Charles  W^git 
that,  for  reasons  with  which  he  was  not  acquainted^ tkiM* 
pedition  to  Manilla  was  laid  aside.   It  may -well  be 
that  Mr  Anson  was  extremely  chagrined  at  loBia||^dBa< 
mond  of  so  infallible,  so  honourable,  and  in  evoiy  leapi 
desirable  an  enterprize;  efioecially  as  he  had  almady^  S^A 
very  great  expence,  made  the  necessary  provissan  fiir  ms4M 
accommodation  in  this  voyage^  which  he  had  faasoo  to  fli» 
pect  would  prove  very  long.    However,  to-rsodar  tirisdvi 

appointnsst 
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upoiDtBmt'  more  tolerable.  Sir'  Charles  Wagner'  informed 

Jmn  that  the  expedition  to  the  South  Sea  wa&  still  intended ; 

■d  that  he,  Mr  Anson,-  and  his  squadron,  as  their  first  des- 

tjnatirn  was  now  countennanded,  should  be  employed  in' 

that  service.    And^  on  the  10th  January,  1740,  he  receiyed 

Mi  conunission,  appointing  him  commander-in-chief  of  the 

kefbre-inenticmed  squadron,  the  Arsyle  being  in  the  course* 

afiDreparadon  exchanged  for  the  Gloucester,  -with  which  he 

aamd  above  eight  months  afterwards  from  St  Helens.    On. 

lUa  change  ot  destination,  the  equipment  of  the  squadron 

VBa  still  prosecuted  with  as  much  vigour  as  ever  j  and  the 

wfetoaUia^  and  whatever  depended  on  the  commodore,  was 

aocm  so  fiur  advanced,  that  he  conceived  the  ships  might  be 

capable  of  puttine  to  sea  the  instant  he  should  receive  hi? 

Ami  ciders,  of  which  he  was  in  daily  expectation. 

.   At  length,  on  the  28th  June,  1 740,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 

princhpal  secretary  of  state,  delivered  to  him  his  majesty's  in* 

atnictiops^  dated  on  the  Slst  of  January  preceding,  with  an 

additional  instruction  from  the  lords  justices,  dated   10th 

Jsne.    On  the  receipt  of  tlicse,  Mr  Anson  immediately  re« 

pafaed  to  Spithead,  with  a  resolution  to  sail  with  the  first  fair 

windy  flattering  himself  that  all  his  difficulties  were  now  at  an 

and:  hr  though  he  knew  by  the  muster  that  his  squadron 

wanted  three  hundred  men  of  their  complement,  a  deficiency. 

)m  had  not,  with  all  his  assiduity,  been  able  to  get  snppliedf 

yet  ai  Sir  Charles  Wager  had  informed  him  that  an  order 

firom  the  board  of  Admiralty  was  sent  to  Sir  John  Norris  to. 

spare  him  the  numbers  which  he  wanted,  he  doubted  not  of 

its  being  complied  witli.    But,  on  his  arrival  at  Portsmouth, 

he  found  himself  greatly  mistaken  and  disappointed  in  this 

persuasion:  for,  on  application.  Sir  John  Norris  told  him  he 

could  spare  him  none,  as  he  wanted  men  for  his  own  fleet, 

'Jids  occasioned  an  inevitable  and  very  considerable  delay» 

and  it  was  the  end  of  July  before  this  deficiency  was  by  any 

means  supplied,  and  all  that  was  then  done  was  cxtremelv 

stwirt  of  uis  necessities  and  expectation ;  for  Admiral  BaU 

cbeni  who  succeeded  to  the  command  at  Spithead,  after  Siir 

John  Norris  had  sailed  to  the  westward,  instead  of  threo 

hundfed  sailors  which  Mr  Anson  wanted  of  his  complement^ 

ordered  on  board  the  squadron  an  hundred  and  seventy  men 

only,  of  which  thirty-two  were  from  the  hospital  and  sick-* 

qmurtersy  thirty-^even  men  from  the  Salisbury,  with  three 

oAoers  and  uiflety-cigl^  marines  of  Colonel  Lowther's  I'egi- 

-voL^xi.  V  mcnt; 
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mcnt ;  and  these  were  all  that  were  ever  granted  to  make  up 
the  forementioned  deficiency. 

But  the  commodore's  mortification  did  not  end  here,  ft 
has  been  already  observed,  that  it  was  at  first, intended  dit 
Colonel  Bland's  regiment^  and  three  independent  compaf*^ 
of  an  hundred  men  each,  should  embark  as  land*fi»rcei 
board  the  squadron.  But  this  disposition  was  now  ch 
and  all  the  land-forces  that  were  to  be  allowed  were  five 
drcd  invalids,  to  be  collected  from  the  out-pensionen  «f 
Chelsea  College.  As  these  consisted  of  soldiers^  who^  bad 
their  age,  wounds^  and  other  circumstances,  were  inai{MUl' 
of  servmg  in  marching  regiments,  Mr  Anson  was  modk* 
chagrined  at  having  such  a  decrepid  detachment  allotted  to' 
him;  for  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  greatest  part  of 
them  would  perish  long  before  they  could  amve  at  the  MSMf 
of  action,  since  the  delays  he  had  already  experienced  neee^ 
earily  confined  his  passage  round  Cape  Horn  to  the  most  li-' 
gorous  season  of  the  year.  Sir  Charles  Wager  joined  k 
opinion  with  the  commodore,  that  invalids  were  by  no  nam 
proper  for  this  service,  and  strenuously  solicited  to  havedMB 
exchanged.  But  he  was  told^  that  persons  who  were  coHh' 
dered  better  judges  of  soldiers  than  he  or  Mr  Anson,  thoi^ 
them  the  properest  men  that  could  be  employed  on  thii  0^ 
casion ;  and^  upon  this  determination,  they  were  ordered  Ci 
board  the  squadron  on  the  5th  of  August.  But,  instead  c( 
five  hundred,  there  came  no  more  on  board  than  two  hi^. 
dred  and  fifly-nine;  for  all  those  who  had  limbs  and  Btreittd^ 
to  walk  out  of  Portsmouth  deserted,  leaving  onlv  those  D^ 
hind  who  were  literally  invalids,  most  of  them  beinf  uslj 
years  of  age,  and  some  upwards  of  seventy.  Indeed,  it  W 
difficult  to  conceive  a  more  moving  scene  than  the  emboilnh 
tjon  of  these  unhappy  veterans :  they  were  themselves  tlr_ 
tremcly  averse  from  the  service  in  which  they  were  engBgA 
and  fully  apprized  of  all  the  disasters  they  were  aftenraidi 
exposed  to,  the  apprehensions  of  which  were  strongly  mtffc 
ed  by  the  concern  which  appeared  in  their  countenaiMflk 
which  was  mixed  with  no  small  degree  of  indignation  ti>k 
thus  hurried  from  their  repose  into  a  fatiguing  emplqj,  li 
which  neither  the  strength  of  their  bodies,  nor  the  yigourflf 
their  minds,  were  any  way  proportioned ;  and  in  wbic^  vii^ 
out  seeing  the  face  of  an  enemy,  or  in  the  least  promolim 
the  success  of  the  cnterprize,  they  would  in  all  probabiBy 
uselessly  perish  by  lingering  and  painlul  diseases ;  and  Hih 
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r  thcT  hac!  i^pcnt  tlie  nrllvitj  ami  Urcnjjtii  of  their 
the  lenrici*  nl  chcir  couiun*. 

ocbot  ol>M'n-Cy  on  thiA  nu*lAncliu!y  incidcnl,  howcx- 
■fcrtttnalc  it  was*  kvuh  tn  lhi«  .i'j<*«l  anil  diieascd  dc- 
^  and  to  the  fxpciiition  in  which  they  Hcrr  en;;a- 
^  amongit  all  the  out-penkiiinfr%  nl  C  hcl-ci  Cullc^e, 
Itauppuacd  tt)  amount  tot\i(  o  thijii»ind  niK-n^  the  mi»»t 
iin6nn  only  fthtiiild  W  k\.W\\  ciut  t'(»r  -o  ijlKirimiB 
boi  an  undi*rtnkini;;  tur  ii  was  well  known,  hnu- 
t  invalids  in  prnL-ral  mi:;lit  W  lor  thi!i  M-rvice,  yrt, 
Itot  dioice,  there  inii^l.l  have  lieen  lound  :iD:un;;9i 
s  hondrod  men  «ho  lunl  Mmie  remaini  ofvi^ur; 
Anion  fully  expectcil  ihnt  the  lx*ftt  nf  thrm  would 
n  allotted  to  him;  wiicri*a!»  the  whole  dttaclimail 
Md  to  be  made  up  of  the  nuikt  decrepid  and  miser- 
Citthat  could  Ih-  eullcettil  out  of  the  wluile  boily; 
lie  desertion  already  iih  ntioneil,  even  thew  were 
i  the  little  ktren^th  and  h«*alth  which  were  to  Im* 
lODC  them,  and  he  !iad  to  take  up  w  ith  kucli  as  were 
error  an  iufirniarv  th.in  tor  mw  niilitarv  iluiv. 
are  also  necessary  Id  n;eii::un  aiiulher  material  par- 
the  c(|uipment  of  thi^  M|uadriU}.  Altvr  it  wa^  de» 
that  Mr  Anson  bliould  be  mmiI  to  the  South  Sea,  it 
OMd  to  Mr  An»on  to  take  with  him  f.vo  perM>ns  un- 
CDomination  ot'airnit-victualicrii.  TIio^l*  nienttoncd 
B^lkn'uient  liad  bivn  Icrnu-rly  in  the  Sj)anish  Anic- 
mifss,  in  the  service  of  the  South- Sja  C  ompany,  and 
ipoiedy  lliati  by  their  k:uiwled;;e  and  intelii(;encc  on 
^  they  nii«;ht  often  procure  provisions  for  the  scjua- 
Mwnpact  with  the  inlinbitant>,  when  they  were  not 
\  by  force  of  arms.  These  agent- victuallers  wens 
upoie,  to  l)c  al!oweil  tu  carry  to  the  value  of  fifteen 
pounds  in  merchnndize  on  board  t!ie  M|uadron,  as 
wented  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  procure 
I  in  exchange  for  gcHxN,  than  for  the  value  of  the 
di  in  money.  Whatever  Ciiiour!>  were  ^iven  to  tlii* 
t  wae  difficult  to  persuatie  the  generality  of  mankind 
•  not  principally  intfudcd  for  the  enrichment  of  the 
^ibe  beneficial  commerce  they  proposed  to  carry  on 
\tlML  From  the  bepniun^,  Mr  Anson  objected 
"^  Upointment  of  ageut-victuuliers  and  to  allowing 
acamo  on  board  the  aquadron  ;  for  he  concei- 
tcw  amicable  porti  whvre  the  &f|nadron 

mi^hc 
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might  touch,  he  needed  not  their  assistance  to 
any  provisions  these  places  afforded ;  and,  wbei 
my 6  coait,  he  did  not  in^agine  they  could  ever 
ihe  necessaries  he  should  wanty  unless  the  militai 
of  his  squadron  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  ridi 
of  their  trading  projects,  with  which  he  was  rest 
comply.  All  that  he  thought  the  government  01 
done,  of  this  kind,  was  to  put  on  boards  to  the 
or  three  thousand  pounds^  of  such  goods  only  t 
able  for  the  Indians,  or  the  Spanish  planters  on 
tivated  parts  of  the  coast,  as  it  was  in  such  plai 
he  considered  it  might  be  worth  while  to  truck  n 
^y  for  provisions,  and  it  was  sufficiently  evident 
small  cargo  would  suffice  for  such  places. 

Although  the  commodore  objected  both  to  1 
ment  of  tnese  officers  and  to  their  project,  of  tli 
of  which  he  had  no  question,  yet,  as  they  ha 
that  their  scheme,  besides  victualhng  the  squadror 
tribute  to  the  settling  a  trade  on  that  coast  which 
wards  be  carried  on  without  difficulty,  and  migl 
^ery  considerable  national  advantage,  they  were  n 
•to  by  several  considerable  persons ;  and,  of  the  fiftc 
pounds,  which  was  to  be  the  amount  of  their  ca 
vernment  agreed  to  advancc.thcm  ten  thousand  ] 
imprest,  and  the  remaining  five  thousand  they  n 
tonuy  bonds,  and  the  goods  purchased  with  thi 
were  all  that  were  put  on  board  the  squadron,  h 
ever  their  amount  might  be  afterwards  magnified 
report.  This  car£;o  was  shipped  at  first  in  the  \ 
ship,  and  one  of  the  victuallers,  no  part  of  it  bei 
on  board  the  men-of-war ;  but^  when  the  commi 
St  Catharine's,  he  considered,  in  case  the  squ; 
be  separated,  that  it  miglit  be  pretended  that 
:ships  were  disappointed  of  provisions  for  want  o 
-trade  with,  wherefore  he  distributed  some  of  thi 
commodities  on  board  tlie  men-of-war,  leaving  tii 
principally  on  board  the  Wager,  in  which  it  w 
more  of  the  goods  perishing,  by  various  accidei 
cited  aftcrwai'ds,  and  as  no  part  of  them  being  di 
the  coast,  the  few  that  came  home  to  England] 
did  not  produce  above  a  fourth  part  of  the  origi 
irne  was  the  commodore's  judgment  of  the  event 
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ich  had  been  ron^iderod  by  many  ai  inraiUalilj  pro- 
jfiBBieiiie  i^n. 

WMn  lo  the  trantaciton^  at  Porttmoulh.     To  nip* 
pbcc  c4  llic  two  huncircci  snci  forty  iiivaiiilfi  «lio  had 
I  tbeiv  w<*rc  onlere«i  oti  IxiAnl  two  hundred  and  tea 
I  drafted  from  difleruit  rrpinrnlA.     'J1ich»  wore  rav 
bdplined  nic*n,  jii^t  raiuil,  nnd  liail  »c.ircely  anj 
■K  of  llie  soUirr  limn  thrir  rf*i>iinent.ils  ncvnc  of 
irinf(  beefi  k>  Ur  Iraim^l  a<  to  Ik*  iicrriiitted  to  fire. 
(oftlieM*  detarhmcntii  cim**  on  liaird  on  the  Mth 
and  on  the  loth  t!ir  M|i}ncIroffi  drop|K«l  ilowii  from 
Ito  St  Helen*".  tluTC  to  mnit  for  a  wiml  to  pnicectl 
speilition.     Tlie  clcl.iyt  wo  had  already  Mifiered  bad 
qient  ail  thrir  inriuenco;  for  we  were  now  advanced 
mmn  of  the  rear  wlifu  the  wotterly  windft  arc  am- 
f  prevalent  nnd  violent ;  nnd  it  w.ii  thotif^ht  proper 
diauki  pot  to  «cii  in  <-pni|)any  wiih  the  fleet  com- 
I  hj  Admiral  Hnlrht*n«  ant!  thr  ex|Kdition  under  Lnrd 
ft    At  we  ni>w  made  up  in  nil  tw«*ntj-onc  aail  of 
nar,  and  one  htiiulntl  and  twcnty-tbur  sailofmcr- 
Upi  and  tranufvirts  we  had  no  hupca  of  ffeuin^  oot 
rmancl  with  k>  lar^e  a  llot't,  widiout  the  continuanco 
rvind  for  a  contideralile  time,  ruitl  thii  was  what  m'C 
ly  day  less  and  le««  reason  lu  e\|iert,  as  the  time  of 
drew  near:  nlierrftin*  uur  p^nldcn  drcama  and 
ion  of  the  Pcruvi.m  treasures  grew  every  day 
not*  nnd  th(f  ill  (licit  it  it  ^  .ir.d  cL(n;;erii  ot'  the  passage 
Cspc  Horn,  in  tlic*  winter  »(*:ison,  filled  our  imagina* 
I  their  room.     Ii  i»un  ifrtv  ii.i\s  iWnii  our  arrival  at  St 
to  CNir  final  tl<|»aitur4*  tmij  tiuit  place;  and  even 
taring  orJcrs  to  pri.cctd  wiiliuat  I«ord  Ciithcart*  wc 
Mm  the  chnunrl  wilh  a  louiiury  wlrA.     But  this  in- 
f  ferty  days  nas  not  t'riv  tiui.i  tl.t-  ilii>p!oasiog  latiguc 
ladting  sail,  ami  l)cin^  a!>  ufti'n  ohli<;i*d  to  return,  nor 
from  dangers  greater  than  have  been  sometimes  un« 
B  in  surrounding  the  ^luho.     For  the  wind  coming 
the  first  time  on  tiu-  'J'mI  August,  wc  got  under  saiiv 
Imind  Bolcbcn  siicwii!  himseif  truly  solicitous  to  have 
lad  to  sea ;  but  the  wind  Kion  returned  to  its  old  quar- 
i  oUind  us  to  put  liack  to  St  Helens  not  witnoat 
fahh  hacordy  and  »iome  damage  received  by  two  of 

rrt%  wbidi  ran  foul  of  each  othrr  \vh.*n  tacking, 
two  en:  three  other  attcmp'^  to  **a(),  but  without 

any 
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any  better  success ;  and^  on  the  6th  September,  beiiu 
turned  to  anchor  at  St  Helens,  after  one  of  those  firm 
attempts,  the  wind  blew  so  fresh  that  the  whole  fleet  ha 
strike  yards  and  topmasts  to  prevent  drifting !  Yet,  notii 
standing  this  precaution^  the  Centurion  drove  next  eveta 
and  brought  both  cables  a-head^  when  we  were  in  no  ■ 
danger  orgetting  foul  of  the  Prince  Frederick,  a  seventy^ 
ship,  which  was  moored  only  a  small  distance  under 
stern,  but  we  happily  escaped,  in  consequence  of  her  d 
ing  at  the  same  time,  by  which  she  preserved  her  dista 
yet  we  did  not  think  ourselves  safe  till  we  at  last  let  go 
sheet  anchor,  which  fortunately  brought  us  up. 

We  were  in  some  measure  relieved  from  this  lingering 
vexatious  situation  on  the  9th  September,  by  an  order  I 
received  by  Commodore  Anson,  from  the  lords  justicei 
put  to  sea  on  the  first  opportunity^  with  his  own  wopal 
only,  if  Lord  Cathcart  should,  not  be  ready.  Being  i 
freed  from  the  troublesome  company  of  so  large  a  fleets 
commodore  resolved  to  weigh  and  tide  it  down  channd^ 
soon  as  the  weather  should  become  sufficiently  moderate* 
this  might  easily  have  been  done  by  our  squadron  iiiD' 
months  sooner,  had  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty  for  simj 
ing  us  with  seamen  been  punctually  complied  with,  ana . 
we  met  with  none  of  those  other  delays  mentioned  in 
narration.  Even  now^  our  hopes  of  a  speedy  departure  i 
somewhat  damped,  by  a  subsequent  order  which  Mr  An 
received  on  the  12th  September,  by  which  he  was  reqni 
to  take  under  his  convoy  the  St  Albans  and  the  Tori 
fleet,  and  to  join  the  Dragon  and  the  Winchester,  with 
Straits  and  American  trade,  at  Torbay  or  Plymouth,  au 
proceed  with  them  to  sea  as  far  as  their  way  and  oursla^ 
gcther.  This  encumbrance  of  convoy  gave  us  some  mia 
ness,  fearing  it  luight  lengthen  our  passage  to  Madd 
However,  having  now  the  command  to  himself,  Mr  Am 
resolved  to  tide  down  channel  with  the  first  moderates 
ther ;  and,  that  Uie  junction  of  the  convoy  might  occasiari 
little  loss  of  time  as  possible,  he  immediately  sent  direcdl 
to  Torbay  that  the  fleet  lie  was  there  to  take  charge  of  sU 
be  in  readiness  to  join  him  instantly  on  his  approach,  il 
at  last,  on  the  18th  September,  he  weighed  from  St'Heli 
and,  though  the  wind  was  at  first  contrary,  had  tbegoodl 
tune  to  get  clear  of  the  channel  in  four  days^  as  willfae  M 
particularly  related  in  the  ensuing  section. 

Hsvi 
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HsYiDg  tbui  gone  tliroogh  the  respective  steps  taken  in 
the  eqoipment  of  this  s^juadron^  it  must  be  saiBcicntly  obvi* 
mm  how  different  an  aspect  the  expedition  bore  at  its  first 
ippointiiient  in  the  beginning  of  January,  from  what  it  did 
ittlhe  latter  end  of  September,  when  it  left  the  channel,  and 
how  much  its  numbers,  itA  strength,  and  the  probability  of 
iu  mccess  were  diminished  by  the  various  incidents  wbidi 
look  place  in  that  interval.  For,  instead  of  having  all  our 
old  and  ordinaiy  seamen  exchanged  for  such  as  were  young 
and  able^  which  the  commodore  was  at  first  promised^  and 
having  our  complcm^t  complete  to  its  full  number,  we  were 
obliged  to  retain  our  first  crews,  which  were  very  indifferent ; 
and  a  deficiency  of  three  hundred  men  in  our  numbers  waa 
BO  crtherwise  made  up  than  by  sending  on  board  an  hundred 
and  seventy  men,  the  greatest  part  oiwhom  were  discharged 
from  hospitals,  or  new-raised  marines  who  hod  never  been 
at  sea  beftnre.  In  the  land-forces  allotted  to  us,  the  change 
was  ftill  more  disadvantageous ;  as,  instead  of  Bland's  regi- 
.ment  of  foot,  which  was  an  old  one,  and  three  independent 
comiNuaies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  lye  had  onlv  four  hun- 
.drea  and  seventy  invalids  and  marines,  one  part  or  whom  were 
incapable  of  action,  by  their  age  and  infirmities,  and  the 
other  part  useless,  by  ignorance  of  their  duty.  But  the  di- 
minution of  the  strength  of  the  squadron  was  not  the  great- 
.est  inconveniency  which  attended  these  alterations ;  fur  the 
contests,  representations,  and  difficulties  which  they  continu- 
ally produced,  as  we  have  seen  above  that  the  authority  of 
the  Admiralty  in  these  cases  was  not  always  submitted  to> 
, occasioned  adelay  and  waste  of  time,  which,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, was  the  source  of  all  the  disasters  to  which  the  enter- 
prize  was  afterwards  exposed.  Vor,  owing  to  these  circum- 
stances^ we  were  forced  to  make  our  passage  round  Cape 
Horn  at  the  most  tempestuous  season  of  the  year,  whence 
proceeded  the  separation  of  our  sfjuadron,  the  loss  of  num- 
bers of  our  men,  and  the  imminent  hazard  of  our  total  de- 
struction. By  this  delay  also,  the  enemy  had  been  so  well 
informed  of  our  designs,  that  a  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  South- Sea  Company,  and  arrived 
from  Panama  three  or  four  days  before  we  left  Portsmouth, 
was  able  to  relate  to  Mr  Anson  most  of  the  particulars  of  the 
destination  and  strength  of  our  squadron,  from  what  he  had 
learnt  from  the  Spaniards  before  he  lefl  them.  This  was  af- 
terwards confirmed  by  a  more  extraordinary  circumstance ; 

for 
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for  we  shall  find,  that  when  the  Spaniaids,  fully  <y«wlw>j  qf 
our  expedition  being  intended  for  the  South  Seu,  hod  SlM 
out  a  squadron  before  us,  which  had  so  fiir  ffot  the  itertai 
to  arrive  before  us  at  the  island  of  Madeira,  me  comnunafa 
of  diis  squadron  was  so  well  instructed  in  the  form  and  siake 
of  Mr  Anson's  broad  pendant,  and  had  imitated  it  so  eneft- 
ly,  that  he  thereby  decoyed  the  Pearly  one  of  our  aqnadvoiH 
within  gnn*shot  of  him,  before  the  captain  of  die  Pcari 
able  to  discover  the  deception. 


Section  II. 

The  Passage  from  St  Helens  to  the  Island  of  Madeira,  wiA  m 

short  Account  of  that  Island,  and  (four  Stajf  ikere. 

-    ■  • 

As  observed  in  the  preceding  section^  thesqiuadron  wogb* 
ed  from  St  Helens  with  a  contrary  wind  on  the  18th  of  80- 
tember^  1740,  our  commodore  proposing  to  tide  down  ttv 
channel,  as  he  less  dreaded  the  inconveniences  wemight'lMili 
thereby  tostru^le  with,  than  the  risk  he  should  mn  of  nb* 
in^  the  enterprize  by  an  uncertain,  and,  in  alt  probafaiGlj^ft 
tedious  attendance  for  a  iiiir  wind.  ' 

Hie  squadron  allotted  for  this  expedition  consisted  of  five 
men-of-war,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  two  victuallers.  These  wen§ 
the  Centurion  of  60  mins,  and  400  men,  Georoe  Anson,  Eii^ 
commander;  the  Gloucester,  of  50  guns,  and  SOO  men, lb- 
chard  Norris,  commander ;  the  Severn,  of  50  guns,  and  990  j 
mcn^  the  Honourable  Edward  Legg,  commander;  the Fe«l 
of  40  guns,  and  250  men,  Matthew  Mitchell  commander; 
the  Wager,  of  2S  guns,  and  160  men.  Dandy  Kidd,  eooH 
mander ;  the  Tryal  sloops  of  8  guns,  and  100  men,  the  tty 
nourable  John  Murray,  commander.  The  two  victualkri 
were  pinks,  the  largest  of  about  four  hundred  tons  borda; 
and  these  were  to  attend  us  till  the  provisions  we  had  onbotfl 
were  so  far  consumed  as  to  make  room  for  the  additioMl 
quantity  they  carried,  which  was  then  to  be  taken  intoetf 
ships,  and  they  were  to  be  discharged.  Besides  die  befat* 
mentioned  complements  of  men  borne  by  the  riiips  as  ditf? 
crews,  there  were  embarked  in  our  squadron  about  470  iB" 
valids  and  marines,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  last 
under  the  denomination  of  land-forces,  which 
manded  by  Lieutenant^CoIonel  Cracherode* 
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Widi  thb  MnuMlron,  tncfthcr  wiili  the  Sc  Albiins  and 
md  the  Turkrr  trncle  nndrr  ihrir  cnnrovt  w«  tided 
chaonel  fer  the  fir%t  fortr-cirhf  hmin.     In  the  morn* 

m 

of  the  20ih«  we  di<roTi.*ri-«l  iIm*  I)ni!:oii«  \Viiichcrtcr« 
Sctt  Cofttie*  sikI  Kvr,  with  a  numlier  of  mercliairtflMn 
their  cciiiTor,  waitins;  for  ii«  off' (lie*  itam-hmil.  W« 
jpned  there  the  tnme  ciny  iil>ntit  noon,  the  corntiiudore  ha* 
vdcn  Co  lee  tliein«  topeilirr  uilli  the  ron\ny  of  the  St 
iS  and  Lark,  as  far  a^  llioir  rc«ur«o  nnd  oiirs  bv  to- 
aula  I  When  we  camo  in  «i;;Iit  of  this  h<>t-n:pi!rionrd  khip, 
Mr  AnMNi  first  hoiitccl  hii*  liroad  |>cn({iinr,  .ini!  was  laluted 
kyaB  the  men-oT^war  in  company.  AC:*  r  jdinini^  this  last 
caavojy  we  made  up  elc\rn  nicn*ot-w.ir,  mul  nbout  l.SO  ivail 
tfaMffchant  thips,  con«i«>tiiie  oftlioTnrLry,  the  Straits,  and 
Ae  African  trades.  'Ilie  s.i!iif  tiny  Mr  .\nu>n  mode  a  si;^- 
■dfer  all  captains  of  sicn-of-wnr  tn  oimi*  on  lionrd,  when 
Atdalivered  them  thpir  fi^htin<;  and  «ni)iii;;  inMructions,  and 
Am  w«  all  itood  to  the  S.  W.  viith  n  fair  wind ;  so  that  next 
iy  at  noon,  hein^  the  2 1st,  we  had  run  iorty  leacrues  bcjnood 
Ai  RaainhcaMl.  Bein;;  now  clear  uf  the  land,  our  commo- 
tD  render  our  view  more  extensive,  ordered  Captain 
m  the  Pearl,  to  make  <ail  two  lea;;ties  a-liead  of  the 
morning,  and  to  repair  to  his  ^lution  every  even* 
ft^L  Tfaos  we  proceeded  till  the  'J.'»th,  when  the  W  inchea- 
iVf  with  the  American  convcn-.  niaili*  the  conccrtcti  si^vnal 
tm  leave  to  separate,  and  this  lH*in](  answered  by  the  com- 
they  left  in,  which  mas  tlono  hy  the  St  AHians  and 
Dragon  on  the  S4di,  with  thi.*  Turkey  aod  Straits  con- 


BOW  remained  on!y  our  oim  sq^zailron  and  the  two 
with  which  we  ^lood  on  nur  cour;»e  for  the  ishmd 
Itliadeira*     But  the  winds  wcn^  >o  cuntrary,  that  we  hail 
■MMification  to  be  forty  days  on  our  passage  to  that  is- 
~  Iran  St  1  lulens  thouL^h  it  is  often  known  to  be  done 
or  twelve.     This  delay  was  most  unpleasant,  and  was 
tive  of  mnch  discontent  and  ill  humour  among  our 
of  which  tliesc  only  can  liave  an  adequate  idea  who 
cfierieiHied  a  similar  situation  :    For,  besides  the  pee- 
and  despondency,  which  Ibul  and  contrary  winds, 
SI  loigcriBg  voyage,  never  fail  to  produce  on  all  ooca- 
%iva  in  partictuar  had  substantial   reasons  for  being 
mif  alaiinid  at  this  imexpectcd  impediment ;  bincc,  as 
I  dspaited  fiom  England  much  later  than  wc  ought  to 

have 
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have  done,  we  hod  placed  almost  all  our  hope  of  wiccess  on 
tlie  chance  of  retrieving  in  some  measure  at  seat  the  time 
wc  had  so  unhappily  wasted  at  Spithead  and  St  Hdeni. 
At  last,  on  Monday  the  25th  October,  at  five  in  the  aior&- 
ing,  we  made  the  land  to  our  great  joy,  and  came  to  andior 
in  the  afternoon  in  Madeira  road,  in  forty  fathoms,  the  Bnh 
2en  Head  bearing  from  us  E.  by  S.  the  Loo  N.N.W.  and 
the  Great  Church  N.  N.  E.  We  hod  hardly  let  go  our  an- 
chor when  an  English  privateer  sloop  ran  under  our  sten^ 
and  saluted  the  commodore  with  nine  guns,  which  we  x^ 
turned  with  five.  Next  day  the  English  consul  visited  the 
commodore,  and  was  saluted  with  nine  guns  on  coming  on 
hoard. 

The  island  of  Madeira,  where  wc  now  arrived,  is  fampu 
through  all  our  American  settlements  for  its  excellent  wiiM% 
which  seem  designed  by  Providence  for  the  refreshment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  torrid  zone.  It  is  situated  in  a  fine  cUmat^ 
in  lat.  82''  27'  N.  and  long,  from  London  1 8<»  SO'  to  19^  SO'  W» 
by  our  different  reckonings,  though  laid  down  in  the  charts  \$, 
.17^'  The  whole  island  is  composed  of  one  continued  bin  of 
considerable  height,  extending  from  east  to  west ;  the  dedt 
vity  of  which,  on  the  south  side,  is  cultivated  and  interspened 
with  vineyards.  In  the  middle  of  this  slope  the  merchanli 
have  their  country  seats,  which  contribute  to  form  a  voy 
agreeable  prospect,  llierc  is  but  one  considerable  to«% 
named  Fonchiale,  on  the  south  part  of  tlie  island,  sitoatal 
at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay.  Towards  the  sea  it  is  de 
fended  by  a  high  wall  with  a  battery  of  cannon,  besides  i 
castle  on  the  Loo,  which  is  a  rock  standing  in.  the  water  it 
a  small  distance  from  the  shore.  Toucniale  is  the  c»lf 
place  of  trade,  and  indeed  the  only  place  where  it  is  possibk 
ibr  a  boat  to  land  ;  and  even  there  the  beach  is  so  covered 
with  great  stones,  and  so  violent  a  surf  beats  continual^ 
upon  it,  that  the  commodore  did  not  cai*e  to  venture  tb 
long-boats  of  our  ships  in  fetching  off  water,  and  therefijije 
ordered  the  captains  to  employ  Portuguese  boats  on  that 
service. 

We  continued  about  a  week  at  this  island,  watering  Qtf 
ships,  and  proiidin:^  the  squadron  with  wine  and  other  ~ 
freshments.      While  here,  on  the  3d  Novemberi 


'  The  diartfl  arc  however  tlic  most  accurate,  as  that  if  the  Im 
centre  of  Madeira,  in  our  best  modern  maps.— ^E.        -  -  -  *-  p 
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Sidiflfd  Norrit  trifled  to  tbe  comtnodore^  by  letter,  big 
dadre  to  qoit  the  command  of  the  Gloucester,  in  order  to 
TCtom  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  The  eoin- 
Hiodore  complied  with  this  request,  and  was  pleased  to  ap- 
pimt  Captain  Matthew  Mitchell  to  command  the  Glouoe*- 
fler  in  bis  room,  to  remove  Captain  Kidd  from  the  Wager 
Id  the  Pearl,  and  Captain  Murray  from  the  Tryal  sloc^  to 
die  Wager,  giving  the  command  of  the  Tryal  to  Lieutenant 
Cheap.  These  promotions  bein^  settled,  with  other  changes 
in  tbe  lieutenancies,  the  commodore^  on  the  4th  November, 
gSfe  to  die  captains  their  orders,  appointing  St  Jago,  one  of 
die  Gape  Verd  islands,  to  be  the  first  place  of  renc&zvous  in 
cue  of  separation ;  and,  if  they  did  not  meet  the  Centurion 
diere^  directing  them  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
idand  of  St  Catharine  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  water 
far  the  squadron  being  that  day  OHnpleted,  and  each  ship 
supplied  with  as  much  wine  and  other  refreshments  as  they 
ccHild  take  in,  we  weighed  anchor  in  the  afternoon,  and  took 
leave  of  Madeira.  But,  before  continuing  the  narrative  of 
our  transactions,  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  some  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy,  and  orthe  measures  they' 
had  taken  to  render  all  our  designs  abortive. 

On  visiting  the  governor  of  Madeira,  Mr  Anson  was  in- 
farmed  by  him,  that  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  latter  end  of 
October^  there  had  appeared  to  the  westward  of  the  island 
seven  or  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  a  patache,  which  last 
was  sent  close  in  with  the  land  every  day.  The  governor 
assured  our  commodore,  upon  his  honour,  that  no  person 
on  the  island  had  either  given  them  intelligence^  or  had  any 
sort  of  conununication  with  them.  He  believed  them  to  be 
either  French  or  Spanish,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  sup- 
pose the  latter.  On  this  intelligence,  Mr  Anson  sent  an 
officer  in  a  clean  sloop  eight  leagues  to  the  westwards,  to 
reconnoitre  them,  and,  if  possiUe,  to  discover  what  they 
were :  But  the  officer  returned  without  having  seen  them> 
so  that  we  still  remained  in  uncertainty ;  yet  we  could  not 
but  conjecture  that  this  fleet  was  intended  to  put  a  stop,  if 
possible,  to  our  expedition ;  and,  had  they  cruized  to  the 
eastward  of  the  island,  instead  of  the  westward,  tlicy  oonkl 
not  have  fiuled  in  doing  so:  for,  as  in  that  case  they  must 
■in&Ilibly  have  &llen  in  with  us,  we  should  have  been  under 
the  necessity  of  throwing  overboard  vast  quantities  of  pro- 
risionsi  to  dear  our  ships  for  action;  and  this  alone^  inder 

pendent 
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pendent  of  tbe  erent  of  the  action^  wonid  hare  ^SbtbtuHf 
prevented  oar  progress.  This  was  so  obvious  a  nm 
that  we  conld  not  help  imagining  reasons  which  mia^t 
prevented  them  from  pursuing  it.  We  suppose^  thev^ 
tarei  that  this  French  or  Spanish  squadnxOf  baviiw  adfio^ 
that  we  were  to  sail  in  company  with  Admiral  Bakacn  aii 
Lord  Cathcart's  expedition,  might  not  think  it  advhtaUi 
tiO  meet  with  us  till  we  had  parted  company,  from  appreha^ 
sion  of  being  over-matched,  and  supposed  we  mig^t  nol «« 
parate  before  our  arrival  at  this  island.  These  wen  ow 
speculations  at  the  time,  from  which  we  had  reason  to  op* 
pose  we  might  still  fall  in  with  them,  in  our  way  to  the  G« 
de  Verd  islands.  We  were  afterwards  persuaded^  in  loi 
course  of  our  expedition,  that  this  was  the  Spanish  sqni* 
dron  commanded  by  Don  Joseph  Pizarro,  sent  oat  inr> 
poscly  to  traverse  the  views  and  enterprizes  of  our  squedrai^ 
to  which  they  were  greatly  superior  in  strength.  As  dJi 
Spanish  armament  was  so  nearly  connected  with  our  eipa« 
dition,  and  as  the  catastrophe,  if  underwent,  though  not  at 
fected  by  our  force,  was  yet  a  considerable  advantage  to  Aii 
nation  produced  in  consequence  of  our  equipment;  I  hifi^ 
in  the  foUowing  section,  given  a  summary  account  of  thsir 
proceeding  from  Uieir  first  setting  out  from  Spain  in  1740^ 
till  the  Asia,  the  only  ship  of  the  whole  squaaron  that  »- 
turned  to  Europe,  got  back  to  Corunna  in  the  beginning  tf 
the  year  1746. 


Section  III. 

IlUlory  of  the  Spanish  Squadron  commanded  hy  Don  Jaiffc 

Fizarro. 

The  squadron  fitted  out  by  tbe  court  of  Spain,  to  uiVai 
pur  motions^  and  traverse  our  projects,  we  supposed  to  hM 
been  tbe  ships  seen  oil*  Madeira.  As  this  force  was  aentaiC 
particularly  ogaiust  our  expedition,  I  cannot  but  imagitf 
that  the  following  history  of  its  casualties,  so  far  aa  baa  ooM 
to  my  knowledge,  by  intercepted  letters  and  other  iofimv^ 
lion,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  present  work.  ForitvB 
from  hence  appear,  that  we  were  tlic  occasion  of  a  coM* 
xlerabie  part  of  the  Spanish  naval  power  being  diverted  fiW 
prosecuting  the  ambitious  views  of  that  court  .in  £oro|i6; 

and 
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md  whatever  men  dod  shipto  were  lost  by  the  enemy  in  this 
undertaking,  vfcxe  lost  in  consequence  of  the  precautions 
Aejrtook  to  Secure  themselves  against  our  expedition. 
■  This  squadroni  besides  two  ships  bound  for  the  West  In- 
4ifl%  which  did  not  part  company  till  after  they  left  Madd* 
Mi  was  composed  of  the  following  men-of-war,  commanded 
by  Don  Josqf>h  Pizarro.  The  Asia  of  66  guns  and  700  mctDf 
lie  iulaiiral's  ship ;  the  Gruipuscoa  of  74$  guns  and  700  men ; 
the  Hermiona  of  54  guns  and  500  men ;  the  Esperanza  of 
90  gum  and  450  men ;  the  St  Estevan  of  40  guns  and  850 
;  and  a  patache  of  20  guns. 
Over  and  above  their  complements  of  sailors  and  marines^ 
ships  had  on  board  an  old  Spanbh  regiment  of  lbot» 
intended  to  reinforce  the  garrisons  on  the  coast  of  the  Souths 
Sea.  Having  cruised  some  days  to  leeward  of  Madeira,  at 
fann^ly.mijentionedy  they  left  diat  station  in  the  beginning 
of  November,  and  steered  for  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  5th  of  January  O.  S.  and  coming  to  an- 
^iior  in  the  bay  of  Maldonado,  at  the  mouth  of  that  river^ 
their  admiral  sent  immediately  to  Buenos  Ayres  for  a  sup* 
ply  of  provisions,  having  left  Spain  with  only  four  months 
provisions  on  board.  While  waiting  this  supply^  they  re* 
eeived  intelligence,  by  the  treachery  of  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernor of  St  Catharines,  of  Mr  Anson  having  arrived  at 
diat  island  on  the  21st  December  preceding^  and  that  he 
was  preparing  to  put  to  sea  again  with  the  utmost  expedi« 
tion.  Notwithstandiag  his  superior  force,  Pizarro  had  his 
reasons,  and  some  say  his  orders,  for  avoiding  our  squadron 
any  where  short  of  the  South-Sea.  He  was,  besides,  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  getting  round  Cape  Horn  before  us* 
ima^ning  that  alone  woula  effectually  baffle  all  our  designs ; 
wherefore,  hearing  that  we  were  in  his  neighbourhood*  and 
that  we  should  be  soon  ready  to  proceed  for  Cape  Horn,  he 
weighed  anchor  with  his  five  large  ships,  the  Patache  being 
disabled  and  condemned,  and  tlio  men  taken  out  of  her; 
andy  after  a  slay  of  seventeen  days  onlv,  got  imder  sail 
without  his  provisions,  which  arrived  at  Maldonado  within  a 
day  or  two  after  his  departure.    Notwithstanding  this  prcci- 

£itation,  we  put  to  sea  from  St  Catharines  four  days  before 
e  did  from  Maldonado ;  and  at  one  part  of  our  passage  to 
Cape  Horn  the  two  squadrons  were  so  near,  that  the  P^arl, 
one  of  our  shipB,  being  separated  from  the  rest,  fell  in  with 
the  Spanish  fleev  and,  mistaking  the  Asia  for  the  Centurion^ 

got 
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got  within  gnn^shot  of  the  Asia  before  the  mistake  was  db^ 
covei'ed,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  taken.    " 

As  it  was  the  22d  Januaiy  when  the  Spaniards  weUksi 
from  Maldonado,  they  could  not  expect  to  get  into  the  lati- 
tude of  Cape  Horn  before  the  equinox;  and,  as  theylMil 
reason  to  apprehend  very  tempestuous  weather  in  doublii^ 
k  at  that  season,  while  the  Spanish  sailors,  for  the  most  part 
accustomed  to  a  fair-weather  country^  might  be  snppeiri 
averse  from  so  dangerous  and  fatiguing  a  navigation,  tne  \mI^ 
ter  to  encourage  them,  some  part  of  their  pay  was  advanesd 
to  them  in  European  goods,  which  they  were  to  have  klil 
to  dispose  of  in  the  South-Seas,  that  so  the  hopes'  of  As 
great  profits  they  were  to  make  of  their  ventures,  mi^^t  ant 
mate  them  in  their  duty,  and  render  them  less  di^xned  la 
repine  at  the  labours,  hardships,  and  perils  they  might  it 
alt  probability  meet  with,  before  their  arrival  on  the  coast  of 
Pern. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  Fcbruaiy,  Pizarro  and  Us 
squadron  got  into  the  latitude  of  Cape  Horn,  and  then  stood 
to  the  westwards  in  order  to  double  that  southern  promoa- 
tory.  But,  in  the  night  of  the  last  of  February  O.  S.  whil< 
turning  to  windward  with  this  view,  the  Guipuscoa,  Her- 
miona,  and  Espranza  were  separated  from  the  admiral.  Oil 
the  Gtli  March  following,  the  Guipuscoa  was  separated  frotfi 
the  other  two ;  and  next  day,  being  that  after  we  passed 
the  Straits  of  Le  Maire^  there  came  on  a  most  furious  storm 
at  N.W.  whit^h^  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  drove  the  whob 
squadron  to  the  eastward,  and,  after  several  fruitless  al> 
tempts,  obliged  them  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of  Platte 
Pizarro  arrived  there  in  the  Asia  about  the  middle  of  iSn 
and  was  followed  a  few  days  after  by  the  Esperanza  and  &- 
tevan.  The  Hermiona  was  supposed  to  have  foundered,  ai 
she  was  never  more  heard  of;  and  the  Guipuscoa  was  ran 
on  shore  and  destroyed  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  calami- 
ties of  all  kinds  which  this  squadron  underwent  in  their  mh 
successful  attempt  to  double  Cape  Horn,  can  only  be  paitl- 
Icled  by  what  we  ourselves  experienced  in  the  same  dinul^ 
when  buffeted  by  the  same  storms.  There  was  indeed  somt 
diversity  in  our  distresses,  rendering  it  difficult  to  decide 
whose  situation  was  most  worthy  of  commiseration ;  for,  10 
all  the  miseries  and  misfortunes  we  experienced  in  commoH 
as  shattered  rigging,  leaky  ships,  and  the  fatigues  and  dcs* 
pendency  necessarily  attendant   on  these  disasters,  tbcrt 
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ycfaddcd  on  iKurd  oor  tquadron  iho  raTa(Tr%  of  a 
lotractive  and  incurable  tlitcatr ;  and  in  the  Spanisfa 
m  t^  dcrafttntion  uT  famine. 

Bi  been  already  ul>M.*rvcd,  that  this  i<|i2ndron  left  Spain 
off  fixir  month*  provikiont  on  iMiard,  and  eren  that*  it 
I  al  short  allowanct-9  either  owin^  to  tlic  hurry  ol'  their 

or  prrftumin;;  u|>on  a  kopply  nt  Kucno*  Ay  ret;  mi 
ahcn  their  continuance  ai.  «en  wak  pro!onf;cd«  by  tlie 
ithey  met  with  ofl*  Vi\\yv  ilom,  a  nionlli  or  more  be- 
imi  expectation,  tliry  were  r'lluced  to  such  infinite 
%  that  rntt,  miicn  they  ct-tild  Im*  caii|*ht,  M)ld  for  four 
l»-picce  ;  and  a  tailor  who  died  in  one  of  the  thips 
hocatb  concealed  by  hi»  brotlier  fi>r  some  days  who 
that  time  in  tin*  hantnunrk  with  the  corpie,  that  he 

Kceivc  the  dead  ninn'»  allowance  of  nroviftioni.  In 
tadfiil  situation,  if  their  horrors  wpre  ca|uible  of  au««- 
lioiiy  they  were  idiirineti  by  di«covcTin^  »  coniitiracy 
[  the  marine*  on  b:iard  the  A«ia.  who  pnipo^ct]  mat- 
r  the  oflicer*  and  whole  crew,  their  sole  niotivc  for 
podr  resolution  appearing;  to  Im*  ihi*  de*ire  of  rt'lier- 
eir  Diinger,  by  appropriaiin;;;  the  whole  provision*  in 
^to  themse]viJ<.  Thiii  de*ipi  wa^  preventcili  when 
I  the  |xjint  C'f  exccutirn,  b\  nit-ana  «il  ore  of  their 
lany  and  thrcv  oi  the  rinf;linder»  were  iinmetliately 
I  death.  By  the  coinpIic:it(ii  i!l*ti-e**'L*ii  uf  futiguey 
IS  and  famine,  the  three  A\\\s^  I'Mt  i^caped  loaC  the 
itpartof  their  men.  Theadtninil^  Nhip,  tj^e  Asia,  ar- 
ftlfoDtc  Video  in  the  Hio  Plat-i  »ith  onlv  half  her  crew. 
«tefan»  when  !ihc  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Darragan 
hohMtlialf  her  men.  The  K^{H'ranza  was  tt ill  more 
ioate^  for  of  4.iO  hand*  she  brought  with  her  from 

€bIj  58  remained  alive.  The  whole  regiment  of 
erisMd  except  sixty  nun.  To  give  a  more  distinct 
i  what  iliey  underwent  upon  this  occabion,  I  aliall 
I A  ihort  account  of  the  late  of  the  Guipuscoa,  ex- 
I  ftoai  A  letter  written  by  Don  Joseph  Alindinuetta. 

e Op  to  a  person  of  diiitinction  at  Lima,  a  copy  of 
into  our  hands  when  in  the  ^k>uth->H.'a. 
acparaicd  on  the  tith  March  in  a  fo;^  from  the 
Eiperanza,  being  then,  as  I  bUp|)o*e,  to  the 
Land,  and  plying  to  the  westward,  it  blew  a 
ijsauAl  al  N.  W.  the  Micceeding  ni;:1it,  which,  at  half 
■^  Wffil  hit  main-sail,  and  obli'ieil  him  to  bear  awav 
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vjth  his  foresail.  The  hhip  do\t  went  ten  knots  an  hour 
with  a  ])rodimaus  sca^  and  ollen  ran  her  gangwaj  nim 
water.  lie  likewise  sprung  his  iiuiin-mastj  and  .die  ik^ 
niadc  so  much  water  that  she  could  not  be  freed  fajfirilr 
pumps  assisted  by  baih'ng.  On  tlic  Qth  the  wind  becfllp 
calm,  but  the  sea  continued  so  high  that  the  ship^  m  idt 
ing,  opened  all  her  upper  works  and  seams,  and  started  tti 
butt  ends  of  her  planks,  and  the  greatest  part  of  her  tO|h 
limbers,  the  bolts  being  drawn  by  the  violence  of  the  idL 
In  this  condition,  with  additional  disasters  to  the  hnll  lad 
rigging,  they  continued  beaUng  westward  to  the  12th,  wkt 
they  were  in  lat.  60°  S.  and  in  great  want  of  pro%'iiifla% 
pumbers  perishing  daily  by  the  fatigue  of  pumping  and  tti 
survivors  quite  dispirited  by  labour,  hunger,  wm  the  i^ 
verity  of  the  weatlier,  their  decks  being  covered  with  i 
above  a  foot  in  depth,     rinding  the  wind  fixed  in  the 


and  blowing  strongs  and  tlieir  passage  that  way  impowWit 
ihey  resolved  to  bear  away  for  the  Rio  Plata.  On  the  Vi 
they  had  to  tlirow  overboard  all  their  upper-deck  guns  aid 
an  anchor,  and  were  obliged  to  take  six  turns  of  the  eibh 
round  tlic  ship  to  prevent  her  from  opening  and  falling  to 
pieces.  On  the  4th  of  April,  in  calm  weather,  but  wm  s 
very  Iteavy  sea,  the  ship  rolled  so  much  that  her  main-nMC 
came  by  the  board,  and  was  soon  after  followed  by  the  five 
axid  mizen  masts,  after  which  they  had  to  cut  away  the  bob- 
sprit,  to  diminii:ii,  if  possible,  the  leakage  forwards.  Bj 
this  time  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  men  had  perished  bj 
liungcr  and  fatigue.  Those  who  were  capable  of  woridm 
at  the  pumps,  at  which  every  officer  took  his  turn  withotf 
rxcepiioii,  were  only  allowed  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  biiail 
ciuily ;  while  th(;so  who  were  weak  and  sickly,  so  that  tb^ 
could  not  liSil^t  in  this  necessary  labour,  had  no  moreAiS 
ifi\(j  ounce  of  wheat.  It  was  counuon  for  the  men  to  tf 
down  dead  at  tlic  pumps,  and  all  they  could  muster  fordi^i 
iiicliiding  the  oillcei's,  was  fnjm  citrhty  to  an  hundred  m^ 
The  iS.  W.  wind  blew  so  liesh  (or  some  days  after  tMy 
lost  their  mabts^  that  they  could  not  set  up  jury-masts;  10 
that  they  were  oLli'ia'd  to  drive  like  a  wreck,  between  At 
liitituiU'  ol  :i2"  andViS"  S.  till  the  !i4lh  of  Ai)ril,  when  tlqf 
iiiiAc  the  coast  of  iiia/ii  at  Itio  c!e  Puta^,  ten  Iea;;ues  to  tit 
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•ith  her  guns  and  stores :    But  the  crew  instantly  left  off 
[Hiniping,  and  all  in  one  voice  cried  out.  On  thore !  on  ihore! 
nnigea  at  the  hardships  they  had  suffered  and  the  numbem 
tbcj  had  lost,  there  being  at  tliis  time  thirty  dead  bodies 
Mug  on  the  deck.    Thus  the  captain  was  obliged  to  nin  the 
ship  directly  to  the  land,  where  she  parted  and  sunk  five 
days  after,  with  all  her  stores  and  furniture;  but  the  ro- 
nainder  of  the  crew,  whom  hunger  and  fatigue  had  spared^ 
to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  got  safe  on  shore. 
-   FVom  this  account  of  the  adventures  and  catastrophe  of 
the  Ouiaptiscon,  we  mny  form  some  conjecture  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Herniiona  was  lost,  and  of  the  distresses 
endured  by  the  three  remaining  ships  of  the  squadron  which 
got  into  the  llio  Piuta.     These  last  being  in  great  want  of 
masts,  yards,  rigging;  and  oil  kinds  of  naval  stores,  and 
having  no  supply  at  iSucnos  Ayres  or  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing settlements,  Pizarro  dispatched  an  advice-bout  with  a 
letter  of  credit  to  Kio  de  Janeiro,  to  purchase  what  was 
wanting  from  the  Portuguese.     He  sent  at  the  same  time 
an  express  across  the  crmtinent  to  St  Jagb  de  Chili,  to  be 
tlience  forwarded  to  tlie  viceroy  of  Peru,  informing  him  of 
the  disasters  that  hnd  bcfniien  his  &c|ua(Iron,  and  desiring  a 
remittance  of  two  hun<lred  liiousnnd  dollars  from  the  royal 
chest  at  Lima,  to  enable  him  to  refit  and  victual  his  remain- 
ing ships,  that  he  might  be  again  in  condition  to  attempt 
the  passiige  to  the  8outh-Sea  as  scxm  as  the  season  of  the 
jear  should  be  more  favourable.    It  is  mentioned  by  the  Spa- 
niards^  as  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that,  though 
ihen  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  Cordilleras  are  esteemed 
impassable  on  account  of  the  snow,  the  Indian  who  was 
charged  with  this  ex|)resK  was  only  thirteen  <lays  on  his  jour- 
ney Irom  Buenos  Ayres  to  St  Jngo  in  Chili,  though  the  dis- 
tance is  three  hundred  Spanish  leagues,  near  forty  of  which 
arc  among  the  snows  and  precipici^s  of  the  Cordilleras. 

The  return  to  this  dispatch  of  Pizarro  from  the  viceroy 
was  by  no  means  favourable.  Instead  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  sinn  demandrd,  the  viceroy  remitted  him 
only  one  hundred  thous:md,  telling  him  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  was  able  to  procure  even  that  sum.  Hut 
the  inhabitants  of  Lima,  who  considered  the  presence  of  Pi- 
zarro as  absolutely  necessary  to  their  security,  were  much 
discontented  nt  tliib  procedure^  nnd  did  not  hcruple  to  assert, 
that  it  was  not  the  ^\ant  of  money,  but  the  intciested  views 
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of  jBome  of  the  viceroy's  confidanta,  that  prevented  PiiMt 
from  getting  the  whole  sum. 

The  advice-boat  sent  to  Bio  Janeiro  also  ezeeatadJM 
commission  but  imperfectly ;  for,  though  she  brondbtUk 
a  considerable  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  and  cordage^  SM  eSs 
not  procure  either  masto  or  yards;  and,  as  an  addifii^li 
misfortune,  Pizarro  was.  disappointed  of  soiM  maataliaMN 
pected  from  Poraguayt  as  a  carpenter  whom  be 
with  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  sent  there  to  cvt 
instead  of  prosecuting  the  tmsiness  he  was  sent  oppn^ 
ried  in  the  country,  and  refused  to  return.  However^  It 
removing  the  masts  of  the  Esperaiiza  into  the  Aaii^  SM 
using  what  spare  masts  and  yards  they  had  od  boatdp  tiM^ 
aiade  a  shift  to  refit  the  Asia  and  Estcvan :  Andi  io  the:Ob- 
%obeT  following,  Pixarro  was  prepared  to  put  to  aea  i^ 
these  two  ships,  in  order  to  attempt  the  passage  round  Gi|i 
Horn  a  second  time ;  but,  in  coming  down  the  Rio  Fbft 
ibfi  Estcvan  ran  upon  a  slioal  and  brat  off  her  rudder,  mi 
Pizarro  proceeded  to  sea  in  the  Asia  without  her.  Ulii^ 
nciw  the  antarctic'summer  before  him,  and  the  winds  fiivoM 
able,  no  doubt  was  made  of  his  having  a  fortunate  and  mtif 
passage :  But,  when  off  Cape  Horn  and  going  rig^t  Wilt 
$he  wind,  it  bciog  moderate  weather,  though  inaswtPim 
sea,  the  ship  roll^  away  her  masts,  by  some  miscondncttf 
the  officer  having  the  watch,  and  was  a  second  time  obli|rf 
to  put  back  in  great  distress  to  the  Rio  Plata. 

A$  the  Asia  had  suffered  amsklerably  in  this  second  IP- 
fortunate  expedition,  the  Esperanaa  was  now  ordered  to  Is 
refitted,  the  command  of  her  being  given  to  Mindimiilt% 
who  was  formerly  captain  of  the  Guipuscoa.  In  Novcashw 
1 742,  he  sailed  from  the  Rio  Plata  for  the  south,  and  aili* 
ved  safe  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  where  he  was  met  by  hk  eiflH 
modor<^  Pizarro^  who  passed  over-land  from  Buenoa  A|nk 
Great  animosities  and  contests  took  place  between  theat  tm 
officers,  owinff  to  the  clain^  of  Pizarro  to  cooaaaod  tke  B^ 
peranza,  which  Mindinuetta  had  brought  round»  and  W0 
refused  to  resign ;  insisdpg^  as  he  had  pome  round  the  SMft 
Sea  alone  and  under  no  superior,  it  was  not  now  mjllf 
power  of  Pizarro  to  resume  the  authority  he  had  onie  p0^ 
cd.  with.     But,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  strufgglc^  aa jjft 
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president  of  Chili  interposed  and  declared  for  PiaarHib 
dinuetta  was  obliged  to  submit* 
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Fisarro  had  not  yet  completed  (he  series  of  his  misfor- 
tones.  When  he  and  Mindinuetta  returned  over-land,  in 
17459  from  Chili  to  Buenos  Ayres,  they  fonnd  the  Asia  still 
al  Monte  Video^  and  resolined,  if  possible^  to  carry  h^r  to  Ed- 
mpe.  With  this  view  they  refitted  her  in  the  oest  manner 
mej  €X>nU,  but  had  great  uifliculty  in  procuring  a  sufficient 
Bimber  of  hands  to  navigate  her,  as  all  th0  remaming  snlisn 
af  tha  squadron,  then  to  be  met  with  in  the  neighbonrhtod 
of  Buenos  Ayres»  did  not  amount  to  an  hundred  men.  Thiey 
ondenvoiired  to  supply  this  defect,  by  pressing  many  of  tte 
aihabitanta  of  Bu^kjs  Ayres,  and  putting  on  board  aQ  the 
Bjigfish  prisoners  then  in  their  custody,  together  with  a  nnra- 
het  of  Portuguese  smugglers  they  had  taken  at  different 
ttmeay  and  some  of  the  Indians  of  the  country.  Among  these 
laat  there  was  a  chief  and  ten  of  his  folloMrers,  who  had  been 
snqprised  by  a  party  of  Spanieh  soldiers  about  three  months 
before.  The  name  of  this  chief  was  Orellnna,  and  he  belong* 
cd  to  a  very  powerful  tribe,  which  had  committed  jjreat  ra* 
viages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres.  With  this 
motley  crew,  all  of  them  except  the  European  sailors  averse 
fiom  the  voyage,  Pizarro  set  sail  from  Monte  Video  about 
the  beginning  of  November  1745 :  and  the  native  Spaniards, 
being  no  strangers  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  their  forced  men^ 
treated  them,  the  English  prisoners  and  the  Indians,  with 
great  insolence  and  barbarity,  particularly  the  Indians;  for 
K  was  common  in  the  meanest  officers  in  the  ship  to  beat 
them  cruelly  on  the  slightest  pretence,  and  often  merely  to 
shew  their  superiority. 

OreUana  and  his  followers,  though  in  appearanee  suffici- 
ently patient  and  submissive,  meditated  a  severe  revenge  for 
sU  these  inhumanities.  As  these  Indians  have  great  infers 
oonrse  with  Buenos  AjTes  in  time  of  peace,  Orellana  under- 
iCood  Spanish,  and  affected  to  converse  with  such  of  die  Eng- 
lish prisoners  as  could  speak  that  language,  seeming  vefy 
desiiDUs  of  being  informed  how  many  Englishmen  there  were 
on  board,  and  of  having  them  pointed  out  to  him.  As  he 
knew  the  English  were  as  much  enemies  to  the  Spaniards  as 
he  wa%  he  had  doubdess  an  intention  of  disclosing  his  pur- 
paaes  to  them,  and  making  them  partners  in  the  scheme  he 
nad  projected  for  revenging  his  wrongs  and  recovering  his 
liberty;  but,  having  sounded  them  at  a  distance,  and  not 
fiading  them  so  precipitate  and  vindictive  as  he  expected,  he 
proceeded  no  fiirther  with  them,  but  resolved  to  trust  alone 
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.to  the  resolution  of  his  ten  &ithfiil  followers,  who  readOysB- 

Sged  to  observe  his  directions  and  to  execute  his  comnMadL 
aving  agreed  on  the  measures  to  be  pursned*  they  coottt 
ved  to  provide  themselves  with  Dutch  knives,  sharp  at.tk 
•  point,  which^  being  the  common  knives  used  in  tne  shn 
they  procured  without  difficulty.  They  also  employed  tMt 
leisure  in  secretly -cutting  thongs  from  raw  hides,  of  iriuA 
there  were  great  numbers  on  board,  and  in  fixing  to  esch 
end  of  these  thongs  the  double-headed  shot  of  the  sasl 
quarter-deck  guns;  by  which  they  formed  most  mischieiMi 
.weapons,  in  the  use  of  which,  by  swinging  round  the  htti^ 
ihe  Indians  about  Buenos  Ayres  are  extremely  expert,  bdm 
trained  to  it  from  their  infancy.  When  these  things  wersii 
good  forwardness,  the  execution  of  their  sdieme  was  peili8|ii 

Erecipitated  by  a  particular  outrage  committed  upon  Oi» 
ina,  who  was  ordered  aloft  by  one  of  the  officers^  and  beiig 
incapable  of  doing  so^  the  officer,  who  was  a  brutal  feUcm^ 
beat  him  with  such  violence,  under  pretence  of  disobedieoo^ 
that  he  left  him  bleeding  on  the  deck,  and  quite  stupifisd 
with  wounds  and  bruises.  This  certainly  increased  his  thint 
of  reyenge,  so  that  within  a  day  or  two  he  and  his  folbws 
began  to  execute  their  desperate  resolves  in  the  followiog 
manner. 

About  nine  in  the  evening,  when  many  of  the  princqisi 
officers  were  on  the  quarter-deck  indulging  in  the  fresh 
of  the  night  air,  the  forecastle  being  manned  with  its 
tomary  watch,  Orellona  and  his  companions,  having  preps* 
red  their  weapons,  and  thrown  off  tlieir  trowsers  and  oliisr 
cumbrous  parts  of  their  dress^  came  all  together  on  tbe 
quarter«deck,  and  drew  towards  the  door  of  the  great  cabia. 
The  boatswain  reprimanded  them  for  their  presumption,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  gone ;  on  which  Urellana  Bi)uke  to  hb 
followers  in  their  native  language,  when  four  of  them  dnv 
of]^  two  towards  each  gangway,  and  the  chief  and  six  le- 
maining  Indians  seemed  to  be  slowly  quitting  the  quarts^ 
deck.  When  the  detached  Indians  had  taken  possession  flf 
the  gangways,  Orellana  placed  his  hands  hollow  to  Ui 
mouth,  and  bellowed  out  the  war-cry  of  the  savages,  said  is 
be  the  harshest  and  mobt  terrifying  of  sounds.  This  hides* 
yell  was  the  signal  for  beginning  the  massacre ;  upon  wbick 
all  the  Indians  drew  their  knives  and  brandished  their  pie- 
]iarcd  double-headed  shot.    The  chief,  and  the  six  who  rs- 

niained  with  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  fell  immediately  oa 
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tbe  S^Mniflfds  with  whom  tbev  were  intermingled^  and  in  a 
viery  wort  space  laid  finrl^of  tiiem  at  their  fieeC,  above  twenty 
of  irfiom  were  killed  on  Uic  qxit^  and  the  rest  disabled. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  tumult,  many  of  the  officers  rush* 
od  into  the  great  cabin,  where  they  put  out  the  lights  and 
hariicadoed  the  door:  while  of  the  others,  whahad  esciqjed 
die  first  iiiry  of  tbe  Indians,  some  endearoured  to  escape 
•long  the  gangways  to  Uie  forecastle^  where  the  Indians^ 
placed  there  on  purpose,  stabbed  the  greater  part  of  them  as 
they  attempted  to  pass,  or  forced  them  off  the  gangways  into 
the  waste  of  the  ship,  which  was- filled*  with  live  cattle.  Some 
threw  themselves  voluntarily  over  the  barricades,  into  the 
wastes  and  thou|^t  themselves' fortunate  to  lie  concealed 
among  the  cattle ;  but  the  greatest  part  escaped  up  the  main- 
shraods^  and  took  shelter  in  the  tops' and  rig^ng  of  the  ship. 
Althoi^  the  Indians  only  attacked  the  quarter-deck,  yet 
the  watch  in  the  forecastle,  finding  their  communication  cut 
off,  and  terrified  by  a  few  of  the  wounded  who  had  been  able 
to  force  their  passage,  and  not  knowing  cither  who  were  their 
enemies^  or  what  were  their  numbers,  they  also  gave  all  over 
for  lost,  and  in  great  confusion  ran  up  into  the  rigging  of 
the  foremast  and  boltsprit. 

Thus  these  eleven  Indians,  witli  a  resolution  perhaps  with* 
out  examine,  possessed  tliemselves  almost  in  an  instant  of  the 
qaarter^leck  of  a  ship  mounting  sixty-six  guns,  and  manned 
by  near  five  hundred  hands,  and  even  continued  in  peace- 
able possession  of  this  part  for  some  time.     During  a  consi- 
derable space,  the  ofiicers  in  the  great  cabin,  among  whom 
were  Pizarro  and  Mindinuetta,  the  crew  between  decks,  and 
those  who  had  escaped  into  the  tops  and  rigging,  were  merely 
soxious  for  their  own  safety,  and  were  incapable  of  forming 
any  project  for  suppressing  tbe  insurrection  and  recovering 
the  possession  of  the  ship.     The  yells  of  the  Indians,  the 
groans  of  the  wounded,  and  the  confused  clamours  of  the 
crew,  all  heightened  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  had  at  first 
greatly  magnified  tbe  danger,  and  filled  them  with  imaginaiy 
terrors.  The  Spaniards  were  sensible  of  the  dissatisfaction  of 
their  impressed  hands,  and  were  conscious  of  their  barbarity- 
to  their  prisoners,  wherefore  they  concluded  that  the  conspi- 
racy was  general,  and  considered  their  own  destruction  as 
infallible;  insomuch,  that  some  are  said  to  have  designed  to 
I^ap  into  the  sea,  but  were  prevented  by  their  companions.    , 

When 
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;  When  the  Indians  had  entirely  cleared  the  qunrtahdMh 
the  tumuk  in  a  great  ineaanre  subiided;  for  thoM  wttolM 
escaped  were  kept  silent  by  their  fean^  imd  the  IndiflH  wm 
iacapable  of  pursoing  them.  OrelUma,  when  master  Of  Ihi 
qaadrter-deoky  broke  open  the.  arm-chest,  which  faadbsls 
ordered  there  a  few  days  before,  on  a  dight  suspicion  of 
tiny.  He  there  expected  to  fiiwi  cutlasses  wherewith  to 
Jiimself  and  his  followers,  who  were  all  well  skilled  in  the  W 
of  that  weapon,  and  with  these  it  is  imagined  they  prinwri 
to  have  forced  the  great  cabin :  But  on  opening  mi  chM^ 
there  appeared  nothing  but  fire-«nns,  which  to  them  vssi 
of  no  use.  There  were  indeed  abundance  of  cutlaasca  te  Al 
chesty  but  they  were  hidden  by  the  fire-^rms  being  laid  i|p» 
permost  This  was  a  sensible  disappointment  to  OreDsos 
and  his  Indians,  By  this  time  Pizarro  and  his  compmiioBi 
in  the  great  cabin  had  been  able  to  communicate  with  tlMH 
below  in  the  gun-room  and  between  decks,  by  amrenaf 
afeud  through  the  cabin  windows;  by  which  raeam  thc^ 
kanit  that  theEjiglish  prisoners,  whom  they  chidly  siis|  ^ 
edy  were  all  safe  below,  and  had  not  participated  in  the 
tiny;  and  by  other  circumstances  they  were  at  kst 
sensible  that  Orellana  and  his  }>eoplc  only  were  concerned  ■ 
it.  Upon  this  information,  Pizarro  and  the  oflBcers  rescihd 
to  attack  them  on  the  quarter*deck,  before  anv.of  the  dissso- 
tented  on  board  had  so  tar  recovered  from  their  surpriissi 
to  reflect  on  the  facility  of  seizing  the  ship  by  joiniog  with 
the  Indians.  With  tliis  view,  Pizarro  collected  what  snu 
were  in  the  cabin  and  distributed  them  to  those  who  vof 
with  him.  There  were  no  fire-arms  except  pistols,  and  ht 
these  they  had  neither  powder  nor  ball;  but  having novs 
correspondence  with  the  gun-room,  they  lowered  a  bockel 
irom  the  cabin  window,  into  which  the  gunner  pot  a  qosa- 
tiiy  of  pistol  cartridges  out  of  one  of  the  ffuii*room  pafVi 
Having  thus  procured  ammunition,  and  loaded  their  MlUtk 
they  partly  opened  the  cabin  door,  and  fired  several  iholi 
aroonc  the  Indians  on  the  quarter-deck,  though  at  first. wilh" 
out  effect.  At  last  Mindmuetta  had  the  good  ibrtOM  It 
shoot  Orellana  dead  ;  on  which  his  faithful  oompanioi^ 
abandoning  all  thoughts  of  farther  resistance,  instantly  ktft 
ed  into  the  sea,  where  they  all  perished.  Thus  was  thfa  i^ 
sarrection  quelled,  and  possession  of  the  quarter-deck  rMsb* 
ed|  after  it  had  been  fully  two  hours  in  the  power  of  Ail 

grest 
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gnst  and  daring  chieG  and  his  smaU  band  orgaDant  nnhapiiy 
Q0iiiitfynlen« 

Having  that  escaped  from  imminent  perili  Piiarro  oonti« 
Mied  his  voyage  for  Europe^  and  arrived  safely  on  the  coast 
ef  Gallida  in  the  beginnmg  of  the  year  1746|  after  an  ab- 
ience  of  between  four  and  five  years,  and  having  by  attend- 
ance on  oar  expedition,  diminished  the  royal  power  of  Spain 
fcy  above  three  thousand  of  their  prime  sailors,  and  by  fo«r 
considerable  ships  of  war  and  a  pataehe.  For  %ire  have  seen 
diat  the  Hermione  foundered  at  sea,  the  Guipuscoa 
stranded  and  destroyed  on  the  coast  d(  Brazil,  the  St 
van  was  condemned  and  broken  op  in  the  Rio  Plata,  and 
the  Esperanzn,  being  left  in  the  South  Sea,  is  doubdess  by 
this  time  incapable  of  retarnin£r  to  ^pain :  So  that  the  Asia 
alonc^  with  less  than  an  hondrcd  hands,  may  be  considered 
is  all  that  remains  of  the  squadron  with  which  Pizarro  pat 
fiHth  to  sea ;  and  whoever  considers  the  very  large  propor- 
tion which  this  squadron  bore  to  the  whole  navy  of  Spaiut 
will  no  doubt  contess  that,  even  if  our  undertaking*  had  been 
sttended  with  no  other  advantages,  than  that  of  ruining  so 
mat  a  part  of  the  nax-ai  force  of  so  dangerous  an  enemy, 
ttiis  alone  would  be  a  sufficient  equivalent  for  our  equipment, 
and  an  incontestable  proof  of  the  service  which  the  nution  has 
thence  received.  Having  thus  given  a  summary  of  Pizarro's 
adventures,  I  return  to  the  narrative  of  our  own  transac- 
tions. 


Sectiok  IV. 
Passage  from  Madeira  to  St  Catharififs. 

I  HAVE  already  mentioned  that  we  weighed  from  Madeira 
an  the  Sd  November,  after  orders  being  given  to  rendezvous 
St  St  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  Verd  islands,  in  case  of  a  sepa* 
ration.  But  next  day,  wnen  we  were  got  to  sea,  the  ccnn- 
modore,  considering  that  the  season  was  far  advanced,  and 
that  touching  at  St  Jago  would  create  additional  delay, 
dioaght  proper  for  this  reason  to  alter  the  rendezvous^  and 
appomtea  the  island  of  St  Catharines,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
to  be  the  first  place  to  which  the  ships  of  the  squadron  were 
to  repair,  in  case  of  separation. 

In  our  passage  to  the  island  of  St  Catharines,  we  found  the 
firectioQ  of  the  trade  winds  to  differ  considerably  from  what 
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wc  had  reason  to  expect,  both  firom  the  geineral  hi^oriti 
given  of  these  winds,  and  the  experience  ot  former  namh 
tors.  For  the  learnt  Dr  Halley,  in  his  account  of  the  trade- 
winds  which  prevail  in  the  Ethiopic  and  Atlantic  Ocam^ 
tells  us  that,  from  the  lat.  of '28»  N.  to  10''  N.  there  it  M^ 
rally  a  fresh  gale  of  N.E.  wind,  which,  towards  the  Anioi 
coasti^  rarely  comes  to  the  eastward  of  E.N.E.  or  passes  lot 
the  northward  of  N.N.K  but  on  the  American  side  the  wind 
is  somewhat  mo.r^  easterly ;  though  even  there  it  is  commoih 
]y  a  point  or  two  to  the  northward  of  east ;  tliat  from  10^  R 
to  4®  N.  the  calms  and  tornadoes  take  place ;  and  firom  4*  M. 
to  30'  S-  the  winds  are  generally  and  perpetually  betweea 
the  south  and  east  We  ei^pected  to  find  this  account  of  tka 
^natter  confirmed  by  our  experience ;  but  we  found  consider- 
able variations  from  it,  both  in  regard  to  the  steadiness  of 
the  winds,  and  the  quarters  from  whence  they  blew.  For 
though  wc  met  with  a  N.E.  wind  about  lat.  2S''  N.  yet^  fion 
lat.  25^  N«  to  18^  N  the  wind  wfs  never  once  to  the  north- 
ward of  E.  but  almost  constantly  to  the  southward  of  it. 
From  ^ence,  howciver,  to  6"  2Qf  r>f .  we  had  it  usually  to  tbs 
nortliward  of  E.  though  not  always^  as  it  changed  fpr  a  siioit 
time  to  E.S.E.  Fropi  e*"  l^C  N.  to  about  ^'^  46'  N.  the  wcs- 
thcr  was  very  unsettled,  the  wind  being  sometimes  N.E.  then 
changing  to  S.E.  and  sometimes  wc  had  a  dead  caimi  wilh 
amalTram  and  lightning.  After  this^  to  the  lat.  of  7*  3CK  & 
the  wind  continued  almost  invariably  between  S.  and  £..aBd 
then  again  as  invariably  between  N.  and  E.  till  we  came  lo 
15<'  SO'  S.  then  E.  and  S.E.  to  2P  37'  S.  After  tbis^  em 
to  27^  44'  S.  the  wind  was  never  oqce  between  S.  and  & 
though  wc  had  it  in  all  the  other  quarters  of  the  compsM; 
though  ^\\\^  last  circumstance  may  be  in  some  m.easure  ac- 
counted for  from  our  approach  to  the  coast  of  Brazil 

I  do  not  mention  these  particulars  with  a  view  of  cavilling 
at  the  received  accounts  of  these  trade-winds,  which,  1  doabl 
not,  are  sufficiently  accurate ;  but  I  thpught  it  worthy  of  polh 
lie  notice,  that  such  deviations  from  the  establuibed  rules  dp. 
^metimes  take  place.  This  observation  may  not  only  be  of 
service  to  navigators,  by  putting  them  on  their  guard  agaiai( 
tJ^cse  hitherto  unexplained  and  unnoticed  irregularities,  brt 
it  is  also  a  circumstance  that  requires  to  be  attended  to  ii^ 
the  solution  of  the  great  question  about  the  causes  of  trad*- 
winds  and  monsoons ;  a  Cjucstion  which,  in  my  opinion,  ha| 
not  been  hitherto  discussed  with  that  clearness  and  accuiacf 

whiok 
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which  its  importance  demands,  whether  it  be  considered  in 
a  naval  or  a  philosophical  point  of  view. 

On  the  16th  November,  one  of  oar  victuallers  made  a  sig* 
sal  to  qpeak  with  the  commodore^  and  we  shortened  sail  for 
her  to  come  up  with  us.  The  master  came  on  board,  and 
represented  to  Mr  Anson,  that,  having  complied  with  the 
terms  of  his  charter-party^  he  now  desured  to  be  unloaded 
and  discharged.  Oh  consulting  the  captain  of  the  squadron, 
it  was  found  a]l  the  ships  had  still  such  quantities  of  provi- 
sions between  their  decks,  and  were  also  so  deep,  that  they 
could  only  take  in  their  proportions  of  brandy  from  the  In-* 
dustry  pink,  one  of  the  victuallers ;  and  consequently'  the 
commodore  had  to  continue  the  other,  the  Ann  pink,  in  the 
service  of  attending  the  squadron.  Accordingly,  a  signal  Mfas 
made  next  day  for  the  ships  to  bring  to,  and  the  long-boats 
were  employed  that  and  the  three  following  days,  till  the 
19th  in  the  evenings  to  take  their  proportions  of  the  brandy 
in  the  Industry  to  the  several  ships  of  the  squadron.  Being 
thei  unloaded,  she  parted  company^  intending  for  <Barba-> 
does^  and  there  to  take  in  a  freight  for  England.  Most  of 
the  officers  in  the  squadron  took  we  opportunity  of  this  ship, 
to  write  to  their  friends  at  home;  but  I  have  been  informed 
she  was  taken  bv  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  SOth  November,,  the  ciqptains  of  the  squadron  re- 
presented to.  the  commodore,  that  their  ships  companies 
were  very  sickly ;  and  that,  both  in  their  own  opinions  aod 
of  their  surgeons,  it  would  tend  to  the  health  of  the  men  to 
let  in  more  air  between  decks ;  but  that  the  ships  were  so 
deep  in  the  water,  that  the  lower-deck  ports  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  opened.  On  this  representation,  the  commodore 
ordered  six  air-scuttles  to  be  cut  in  each  ship,  in  sach  places 
as  had  least  tendency  to  weaken  them.  On  this  occasion,  I 
qannot  but  observe  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  have 
any  influence  in  the  direction  of  our  naval  a£&irs,  to  attend 
to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  health  of  our  seamen.  If 
it  coula  be  supposed  that  motives  of  humanity  were  insufli- 
<dent  for  this  purpose,  yet  policy^  a  regard  to  tlie  success  of 
our  arms,  and  the  honour  and  interest  of  each  individual 
^XHnmander,  all  should  lead  to  a  careful  and  impartial  cxa- 
voination  of  ev^  probable  method  proposed  for  preserving 
(he  health  and  vigour  of  seamen.  But  hath  this  been  alwaya 
done  ?  Have  the  late  invented,  plain,  and  obvious  methods 
fpx  l^^epipg  our  jhips  sw^t  and  cleaui  by  a  qpnstant  supply 

of 
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of  fredi  air^  -bten  oaoiidered  with  that  ottkhm  and  tfOfMr 
which  the  great  benefits  they  promiie  to  prbduoa  Mg^t  a^ 
Cnrally  ta  Iwre  inipmd?  Cki  the  emtnirfy  have  not  dta 
•ahtaiy  achemeB  been  often  treated  with  n«gleet  and  qat^ 
tempt  i  And  have  not  iome^  who  hwre  beenentMiled  iridi 
exDerimenting  their  efects,  been  guilty  of  the  aMit  faidrih* 
tibia  partiality  in  the  account!  Siey  have  girm  of  tkeM 
triab  r  It  must,  however,  be  oonfeMed»  that  many  dk^ 
ffoithed  persons,  both  in  tlie  direction  and  t:oniniand-af  a* 
fleets,  have  exerted  themselves  on  these  occasions  with  a  jw 
diciotts  and  dispassionate  examination,  beooming  the  iiai' 
vesthig  nature  of  the  enquiry ;  But  the  wonder  Is^  th«  Mf 
one  should  have  been  finmd  so  irrational  as  to  act  a  coninqf 
party  in  despite  of  the  strongest  dictates  of  prodenae  and  he* 
asanity.  I  cannot,  how«ver^  bdieve  this  condacSt  to  kM 
arisen  from  such  savage  motives  as  the  first  PdReetian  seM 
Baturally  to  suggest ;  out  am  apt  rather  to  impute -it  toil 
obstinate,  and,  as  it  were^  superstitious  attachuctfit  to  hbjf 
established  practices,  and  to  a  settled  oontempt  and  haMI 
io  ail  innovations,  especially  such  as  are  projected  by  IsaM' 
men^  or  persons  residing  on  shore. 

We  (spossed  the  equinoctial,  with  a  fine  fresh  gale  at  KB 
on  Friday,  the  28th  November,  at  four  in  the  momiilA  bshg 
thus,  by  estimation,  in  long^  27""  69'  W.  from  Lonwn.'  'fi 
the  morning  of  the  2d  December,  we  saw  a  sail  in  thelLIK 
and  made  the  Gloucester's  and  TryaTs  signals  to  chase;  asl 
half  an  hour  after,  let  out  our  reefs,  and  chased  with  the  Ml 
of  the  squadron.  About  noon  a  signal  was  made  for  ths 
Wager  to  take  our  remaining  victualler,  the  Ann  pinki  k 
tow ;  but,  at  seven  in  the  evening,  finding  we  did  not  mat 
the  chase,  and  that  the  Wager  was  very  fiir  astern,  wc  short' 
ened  sail,  and  recalled  the  chasing  ships.  Next  day  but  sM 
we  again  discovered  a  sail,  which,  on  a  nearer  approadlb^ 
judged  to  be  the  same  vessel.  We  chased  her  the  whoted^l 
and  though  we  rather  gained  upon  her,  night  came -CD  li^ 
ibre  we  could  overtake  her,  whicn  obliaed  us  to  give  uitf  tf 
chase,  to  collect  the  scattered  squaOron.  We  wers 
chagrined  at  the  escape  of  this  vessel,  supposing  her  la 
been  an  advice-boat  from  Old  li^ain  to  Buenos  Ajtet^ 
to  give  notice  of  our  expedition :  But  we  have-  iinae  1 
that  it  was  our  East-India  Company's  packed  bound  to'# 
Helena. 

On  the  10th  December,  being  by  onr  reckonftag,  fai-  M 
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the  bnClow  com  giodnd  wioi  ImhMi  smIil 
l^jdt  which  wMa-hnd  of  M,  hwl  tt  om  Um  IhirqF- 
■nMNDi,  vnicli  Micfwwtis  incmMd  to  nta^yf  inw 


I  dke  had  no  bodon ;  which  hmaidl  lo  w  alto 

vim  a  line  of  U 


CfaT. 


I  trial,  thoogh  we  MNioded  with  a  line  of  150 
ii  the  tboal  laid  down  in  mott  charts  by  the  nanM  of 
'Ifolfa^'  and  it  appeared  we  were  upon  iti  ^•Wl  p«^ 
fiwtiier  in  it  maj  be  extremely  dangefonfc  We  wcr* 
bj  oor  diftrent  aoomintei  from  dxtj  to  ninety  laMoai 
r  the  onait  of  BraziL  Next  day  but  one  wo  fpoCt  a 
lirigamine  from  Rio  Janeiro  bound  to  BoMa 
Im  Sumimt  by  which  we  Iramt  that  we  were  ihirqp* 
IWMWfi  from  Cape  St  Thomati  and  forty  from  Gape 
i%ieh  kttcr  bore  from  ot  W.  S.  W.  ^  our  own 
nH  we  were  nearly  ei|(ht  leaffuet  from  CSqie  Mo; 
bought  on  the  inlbrmatMn  of  thii  brig^  we  altered  onr 
1^  landing  more  toatherly,  yet,  by  our  coming  in  with 
■d  afterwards,  we  were  'folly  convinced  that  our  own 
afaig  was  moro  correct  than  that  of  the  Fortugooie. 
paawng  kit  16°  S.  we  ibund  a  contideraMe  current 
I  to  the  louthward.  The  tame  took  place  all  along  the 
of  Braxil,  and  even  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Kio  Plataf 
MingtometimciCo  thirty  miln  in  twenty-four  hourii and 
m  above  fbrtT  milca.  If,  ai  it  most  probablci  this  cur- 
io occariooed  by  the  running  off  of  the  water  which  is 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil  bv  the  conetant  sweeping 
H  trade^wind  over  the  E^thioiiic  Ocean,  it  were 
aataral  to  suppose  that  its  general  couroe  most  be 
~  by  the  bearings  of  the  adjacent  shorn.  PcrlMfw , 
nee  of  currents  the  same  mtiy  hold  troe^  at  l' 
are  no  examples  of  any  considerable  currents  at 
distancp  from  land.  If  this  could  be  ascertained  as 
M  pcfaieiple,  it  might  be  easy  by  their  assistance  and 
Bonwd  latitude,  to  correct  the  reckoning.  But  it  were 
fa  bo  wished,  for  the  general  interests  of  navigation, 
Hi  aolaal  settings  of  the  different  currenu  in  various 
if  Iho  world  were  examined  more  frcnuently  and  more 
■rfr  Aao  appears  to  have  been  done  hitherto. 
>  ^  We 


iyUapaf  the  world  by  Arrevsoihh,  the  Abtolhos  are  aade  a 
arMsaisefftbe  coast  of  Bmi];  in  Ibl  18*  lOr  &  ki^  M*  W. 
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We  b^gan  now  to'grow  impatilBDt'ibr  a  tight  6f  landi  both 
fox  the  recovery  of  our  mk^  and  for  the  refreshment  and  ler 
cnritv  fiS  those  who  Btill.  continued  in  health. .  When  we  left 
St  Heieni,  we  were  in  so  good  a  dpndition  that  we  only  ItMt 
two  men  in  the  Centurion  in  our  long  ran  to  Madeira.  Bat 
in  this  run,  irom  Madeira  to  6i  Catharines,  we  were  i^ 
iqarkably  sickly,  so  that  many  died^^and  great  nymbers  woe 
copfined  to  their  hammocks,. both  in<»ur  ship  and  tfaeotheniy 
sqd  several  of  these  past  all  hopes  of  recovery.  The  disordsn 
|h^  in  ireoeral  laboured  under  were  those  common  to  hot 
^matesi  and  which  most  ships  bound  to  the  south  expw 
ence  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  These  were  the  feven 
iisiially  called  calentures,  a  disease  not  only  terrible  in  its  fint 
instance^  but  of  which  the  remains  often  proved  fatal  to  thcNS 
who  considered  themselves  as  recovered;  for  it  always  kft 
them  in  a  very  weak  and  helpless  condition,  and. n^osll^ 
afflicted  with  fluxes  or  tenesmi^s.  By  our  continuance  at  sea  *; 
^1  these  complaints  were  every  day  increasing ;  so  that  it  wn 
with  great  joy  we  discovered  the  coast  of  Brazil  on  the  18th ;, 
Peccmber,  at  seven  in  the  morning.  .1^ 

The  coast  of  Brazil  appeared  high  and  mountainous  aE->: 
tending  f|x>m  W.  to  W.S.  W.  and  when  we  first  saw  it,  tk^ 
distance  was  about  seventeen  leagues.  At  noon  we  coolt 
perceive  a  low  double  land,  bearing  W.&W.  about  tes, 
leagues  distant,  which  we  took  to  be  the  isltod  of  St  Cstha* 
rines.  That  afternoon  and  the  next  morning,  the  wind  be* 
log  N'.N.  W.  we  gained  very  little  to  windwara,  and  werespK 
prebensive  of  being  driven  to  leeward  of  the  island :  But  not 
day,  a  little  before  qoon,  the  wind  came  about  to  the  sontbr 
ward,  afid  epabled  us  ^o  steer  in  between  the  N.  point  of  ft 
Catharipes  and  the  neighbouring  island  of  Alvor^o«  As  tia 
stood  in  for  the  land  we  had  regular  soundings,  gradusM 
decreasing  from  thirty- six  to  twiplve  fiithoms,  aU  modqi^ 

S round.    In  th^s  last  depth  of  water  we  let  go  our  anchor  tt 
ve  in  the  evening  pf  the  18tb/  the  N.  W.  part  of  iit  Gatfas* 
fiDes  bearing  S.S.W.  three  miles  off;  and  the.  island  of A^ 
yoredo  N.N  J£.  distant  twp  leagues.    Here  we  found  the 
to  set  S.S.E.  and  N.N.  W.  at  Uie  rate  of  two  knotab  ^ 
of  flood  coming  from  the  southward. 

We  could  perceive  from  oi)r  ships  two  £ 


^  Tbere  is  an  error  in  date  here,  as.  it  iws  -becpi.s 

Kot  sipbt  of  the  coast  of  Brazil  on  the  IStb,  ob 
Hence',  if  the  former  date  be  righti  this  ongbt  ti»  f 
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xmsiderable  distance  from  us,  which  seemed  intended  to  pre« 
rent  tlie  pasuge  of  an  enemj  between  the  island  of  St  Ca* 
Jiarines  and  tne  main.    We  coukL  also  soon  see  that  onr 
Kjnadron  had  alarmed  the  coast)  as  the  two  forts  hoisted 
^ir  colours  and  fired  several  gtms,  signals,  as  we  supposed, 
far  assembling  the  inhabitants.    To  prevent  any  conmsion, 
the  commodore  immediately  sent  an  officer  to  compliment 
the  governor,  and  to  request  a  pilot  to  conduct  our  shiptf 
into  the  road.    The  governor  returned  a  very  civil  answer, 
and  ordered  us  a  pilot.    On  the  mohiing  of  the  20th  we 
weired  and  stood  in,  and  the  pilot  came  aboard  of  us  about 
noon,  and  the  same  afternoon  brought  us  to  anchor  in  five 
iod  a  half  fathoms,  in  a  commodious  bay  on  the  continent, 
called  by  the  French  Bon-port.    From  our  last  anchorage 
to  tbis^'we  found  every  where  an  oozy  bottom^  the  water  first 
iqrolarly  decreasing  to  five  fathoms,  and  then  increasing  to 
seven,  after  which  we  had  five  and  six  fathoms  alternately. 
The  squadron  weighed  again  next  morning,  in  order  to  run 
above  the  two  fortiBcations  formerly  mentioned,  which  are 
called  the  castles  of  Santa  Cruis  and  St  Joam.    Our  sound- 
ings between  the  island  and  the  main  were  four,  five,  and  six 
&tnoms,  with  muddy  ground.     We  saluted  the  castle  of 
Santa  Cruiz  in  passing  with  eleven  gnns,  and  were  answered 
with  an  equal  number.    At  one  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st 
X)ecember,  the  squadron  came  to  anchor  in  five  fathoms  and 
^  half^  Governor's  Isle  bearing  N.N.  W.  St  Joam's  castld 
)if.E.  i  E.  and  the  island  of  St  Antonio  S.    At  this  time  the 

aoadron  was  sickly,  and  in  great  want  of  refreshments,  both 
'which  we  hoped  to  have  speedily  remedied  at  this  settle- 
ment, celebrated  by  former  navigators  for  its  healthiness  and 
abondanoe  of  provisions,  and  for  the  freedom,  indulgence, 
and  friendly  assistance  given  here  to  all  the  ships  of  nations 
in  amity  with  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

Section  V. 

frojceedings  at  St  Catharines^  and  a  Description  of  that  Place^ 

with  a  short  Account  of  Brazil. 

'  Ovn  first  care  after  mooring  the  ships  was  to  get  our  sick 
men  on  shore ;  preparatory  for  which  each  ship  waa  ordered 
by  the  commodore  to  erect  two  tents,  one  fnr  the  reception 

of 
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of  the  sick,  and  the  other  for  the  snrp^eon  and  his 
We  seDt  ek(hty  sick  on  shore  from  tlie  CeDtuf*ion«  wmk  lk» 
lieve  the  other  ahip^  sent  as  many  in  prv^rtion  to  tkai 
b6r  of  their  bands.    As  soon  as  this  necessary  doty  was  _ 
formed,  we  scraped  our  decks^  and  gave  oar  ship  a  thonii^. 
deanring,  then  smoaked  it  b^ween  decks»  and  iu£Lj  «mU- 
every  part  with.vin^r.    These  (^erations  were  coitia    ' 
necessary  for  correcting  the  noisome  stench  on  boasdi 
destroying  the  vermin ;  for,  from  the  nomber  of  am: 
and  the  heat  of  the  climate^  both  these  nuisanoaa  hdlito 
creased  upm  us  to.  a  very  IoatIvK>me  degree^  andt 

being  most  intolerably  offensive,  were  doubtleM  in.  at , 

productive  of  the  sickness  we  had  laboured  under  for  a  om 
siderabic  time  before  our  arrival  at  this  island.'  ... »  . 

Our  next  employment  was  wooding  and  watoring'  Ai 
squadron,  caulking  the  sides  and  decks  of  the  abips»  oMft 
hawling  tlie  rigg^g^  and  securing  our  masts  against  ifattMi 
pestuouji  weather  we  were,  in  all  probability,  to  meet  iMktk 
going  round  Cape  Horn  at  so  advanced  and  inconvaufliifta 
season.  Before  procee4ing  in  the  narrative  of  our  ¥nynp 
it  may  be  proper  to  give  some  account  of  tlie  present  skslsif 
the  island  of  St  Catharines  and  the  neighbouring  oouM} 
both  because  the  circumstances  of  the  place  have  materisq^ 
changed  from  what  they  were  in  the  time  of  former  wiiia% 
and  as  these  changes  laid  us  under  many  more  ilifliieM^ 
Qnd  perplexities  than  we  had  reason  to  expect^  or  thanodllV 
British  ships,  bound  hereafter  to  the  South  Se%  may  pcrinpi 
think  it  prudent  to  struggle  with. 

This  island  is  nine  leagues  from  N.  to  S.  and  two  ham  It 
to  W.    It  extends  from  hit.  27*  ^&  to  9Bf  both  S.  and  ail 
long.  49""  45'  W.  from  London/    Although  of 
height,  it  is  scarcely  discernible  at  the  distance  of  ten 

being  obscured  under  the  continent  of  Brasil,  the  oil^ 

of  which  are  exceedingly  high  ;  but  on  a  nearer  ■ppntasHi 
easily  distmguished,  and  may.  be  readily  known  by  hatta* 

'  Tliifl  mstter  is  now  infinitely  better  resuhtad  in  the  BritMi  mtft^ 
with  most  admirable  and  infinitely  important  mlysntif^n     By  tJw  i 
minute,  sedulous,  and  perpetual  attention  to  cleanliness,  all  noiiomea 
and  all  vermin  are  prevented,  by  which  doubtless  diseases  are  in  a 
■leasure  lessened.— S. 

^  This  aooount  of  the  matter  is  very  erroneous.   Thelatitniessnl^ 
tweeo  »8°  6' and  eSP  ao' bodi  &  and  the  kmgitiide  is  4«P  W  W.  ' 
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r  wt  flwll  iftlanrlft  at  each  md.t  Fmier  htm  fnven  a 
I  of  Clw  kkmd  o(  Ht  Callumncft  and  ili«  neighbouring 
vkh  cbt  nudier  ■iljaciot  Me»;  bnl  has,  by  nitCakc^ 
ka  nbml  uf  Ahroreib  Sc  Gal ;  wberaM  tiM  true  bland 
Inliawfan  or  ci^Bilea  northward  of  Aboradoi  and 
ller.  He  hm  alio  called  an  island  lo  the  tonthmed 
Ahromiov  and  has  onitteil  the  island  of 
In  other  rcspoctt  his  pbn  is  sofBciently  exact. 
St  antruice  lo  the  harbonr  b  lietwreen  the  N.K^  poistf 
■laMl  of  St  Codiarinee  and  the  isbnd  of  Alfonde^ 
Ups  may  fiaas  under  the  fuidance  of  the  lead, 
mmt  appnhansiotts  of  danger.  The  north 
t  Are  nules  broad,  the  distanoe  from  thence  to  tho 
if  St  Antonio  b  eight  miles,  and  the  course  to  that 
B  &&  W.  I  W.  About  the  middle  of  the  bhmd  tho 
r  m  oontracted  to  a  narrow  channel  bjr  two  pointa  of 

faottery  was  erecting  on  the  point  on  the  island  aido 
■I  thb  passages  I'hb  sefmed,  however,  a  very  ns^ 
rfc,  as  thb  channel  hail  only  two  fathooM  water^  nnd 
qnantiv  only  navijpible  for  borks  and  boats,  wherakiro 
wj  oouid  hare  no  induoement  to  attempt  thb  passag% 
mfffially  as  the  northern  one  b  so  broad  and  mfir  tfiift 
mami  can  be  nivrcnied  from  coming  in  by  any  ferti* 
a  whatever,  when  the  sea*brecar  makes.  The  brigadier 
■e  8ylva  de  Fsz,  who  b  governor  of  thb  settlement* 
iCwent  opinion ;  for,  besides  the  above-mentioneA 
r  there  were  throe  other  forts  carrying  on  for  the  do* 
'the  harbour,  none  of  which  were  completed  when  ww 
ana.  The  first  of  these,  called  St  Joam,  was  buildh^ 
ink  of  the  isbnd  of  St  Calhorinea,  near  Parrot  islaniL 
■nd,  in  form  of  a  halC-moon,  was  on  the  island  of  & 
wp  mMl  the  third,  which  seemed  the  chiei^  and  hod 
ipanrance  of  a  re^lar  IbrtificatioD,  is  on  an  iahmd 
aoominent,  where  the  govcroor  resides.  Don  Jooo 
Iv  Flaa  was  cstoeme«l  an  expert  engineer;  and  he 
m  nndentood  one  bmnch  ol  his  business  very  weU« 

advantages  which  new  wovka  bring  to  those  who 

of  their  erection. 

Tho 


aaatical  (lewriptrmt  o(  this  ralnad  b  neeensrHy 
to  two  extensive  views,  wiifaeut  wtndi  ttedcicr^ptaan 
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•  The  soil  of  this  island  is  truly  luxuriant^  prodadngi 
kinds  of  fruits  spontaneously,  and  is  covered  over  wiA 
continued  forest  of  trees,  in  perpetual  verdure,  and  wl 
from  the  exuberant  fertility  of  the  soil,  are  so  entangled 
thorns,  briars,  and  underwood,  as  to  ibrm  an  absowd] 
penetrable  thicket,  except  by  some  narrow  paths  wbid 
inhabitants  have  opened  for  their  own  convenience; 
tliese^  with  a  few  spots  cleared  for  plantations,  along  thai 
of  the  island  which  faces  the  continent,  are  the  only  i 
vered  parts  of  the  island.  The  woods  are  isxtremelj 
mnt,  firom  the  many  aromatic  trees  and  shrubs  with  i 
Uiey  abound,  and  here  the  fruits  and  vegetables  of  al 
mates  thrive,  alitiost  without  culture^  and  are  to  be  h 
great  plenty,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of  pine-^ples,  p 
es,  grapes^  oranges,  lemons^  citrons,  melons,  aprioataj 
plantains ;  there  is  siap  abundance  of  onions  and  poll 
two  productions  of  no  small  consideration  for  sea«store8» 
flesh  provisions  are,  however,  much  inferior  to  the 
tables.  There  are,  indeed,  small  wild  cattle  to  be  pq 
sed,  something  like  buffaloes,  but  these  are  very  indifl 
food,  their  flesli  being  of  a  loose  texture,  and  generaili 
disagreeable  flavour^  probably  owing  to  their  feeding  oi 
calabash.  There  are  also  abundance  of  pheasants,  bal 
are  not  to  be  compared  in  taste  to  those  we  have  in 
land.  Tiie  other  provisions  of  the  place  are  monkeyij 
rots,  and,  above  all,  fish  of  various  sorts :  These  atxni 
the  harbour^  and  are  both  exceedingly  good  and 
cautfht,  as  there  are  numerous  sandy  bays,  very  convi 
for  haling  the  seyne. 

The  water,  both  on  the  island  and  the  opposite  contin 
excellent,  and  preserves  at  sea  its  well  as  that  of  the  Th 
After  it  has  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  cask^  it  begins  to; 
itself,  stinks  most  abominably,  and  is  soon  covered  ova 
a  green  scum,  which  subsides  in  a  few  days  to  the  be 
leaving  the  water  perfectly  sweet,  and  as  clear  as  a 
The  l^rcnch  first  brought  this  place  into  repute  durioij 
South-8ca  trade  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  n 
wooded  and  watered  in  Bon-port,  on  the  continental  s 
the  harbour,  where  they  anchored  in  great  safety  in  i 
thorns,  and  this  is  doubtless  the  most  commodious  stati 
ships  that  are  meant  only  for  a  short  stay.  We  water 
the  St  Catharine's  side,  at  a  plantation  opposite  to  the 
of  St  Antonio. 
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Such  arc  the  aclvantof^cs  of  ihi^i  i«ilaml ;  hut  it  has  ita  in^ 
Tcniencet  alKs  partly  proci*cilin^  fruiii  itn  chtnalo,  but 
particularly  frum  \\s  new  n-^ulatiuii?!  and  the  form  of 
Sts  i^over n men t,  as  lately  eitalilishtxl.     In  re^f.ird  tu  thccli- 
anate,  it  muU  be  reaicnilaTeil  that  the  iftcxNlfc  ami  hilU  which 
^arround  the  harbour  prevent  a  irw  circuiaiiun  uf  air,  and 
the  continual  vigorous  vegeLiticm  furnisihej*  such  a  prodif^oiH 
quantity  ofvai^ourv  that  a  thick  tog  cover*  the  whole  coun- 
try all  night,  and  a  great  |uirt  i»f  the  mornings  cdniinuingtill 
cither  the&un  gathers  strength  to  dik.sipate  it,  or  it  i^  di»]H;r- 
wd  by  a  bsisk  K'a-brecze.     This  rendiTn  the  pLiic  close  and 
hamid,  and  probably  occasioncxl  the  many  fevers  and  flu?ie4 
ve  were  there  af1Iiclc*tl  wiih.     I  muit  not  omit  to  add,  that 
we  were  pe^itenxl  all  dav  by  va»»i  nuinlnTs  of  niOMjuetocf, 
which  arc  not  much  unlike  the  gn.ii*  in  Kngliind,  but  much 
more  venomous  in  their  stingy.     At  HUUMrt,  %«hen  the  nius- 

auetoes  retired,  they  uere  frucceedeil  bv  an  inHniiv  of  sand- 
iei,  which  m:ule  a  niighty  biizzin*;,  though  si^areely  discern* 
able  by  the  nakn!  eye;  wherever  tiicse  bile,  they  rai»e  a  small 
lump  attended  by  puini'ul  itching,  like  that  arikin^  from  tim 
Lite  of  an  Knglinh  liar%'e;>t  bug.  The  cinly  light  in  which  this 
place  deserves  our  con^deiation  i*»  it«  favourable  "situation  for 
supplying  and  retVe>iiing  our  i-raizer-i  boiuiJ  lor  the  Sciulli 
Sc;a,  and  in  thiM  view  iu  grt-atc^t  inconvi-nieiucs  remain  to 
l)e  rcUted,  to  do  which  more  diitinvllv,  it  v.\  w  nut  be  amiss 
to  consider  the  ehangeh  wiiicli  il  lia^  lali  ly  mulrrgojie,  botli 
in  its  inhabitants,  it>  ]>olio*,  and  iu  governor. 

In  the  time  of  I'Va/Icr  anil  SlieI\ocke,  this  place  servetl 
only  as  a  retreat  to  vag:d)ondi  ami  ou:Iaw«,  i^ljii  tied  hither 
from  all  parts  of  I^ra/il.  It  i»  true,  that  tluy  ackmmledged 
their  subjeciion  to  the  erijwn  of  l*orlugal,  :uul  liad  a  |X*nou 
among  tliem  whom  tlu-y  ciIIihI  thiir  laptain,  and  who  waa 
coDtiucred  as  a  kintl  of  governor :  l)ut  IhiiIi  their  uiiegiunce 
to  their  king,  and  their  olie<iii  he*.-  to  the  captain,  wer^ 
merely  verbal;  fur,  as  they  had  pUiity  of  proviMona  and  no 
money,  they  were  in  a  condition  to  Mipjuirt  themselves  with- 
out aid  from  any  iieiglibouiii:g  ^cltii-nicnlH,  and  had  nothing 
among  them  to  Itinpl  any  neigiiliouring  governor  to  inter- 
poie  bis  authority  among  them.  In  this  siiuation  they  weio 
eztxemely  hospitable  and  friendly  to  such  foreign  shi|)s  as 
came  among  them;  for,  as  iheiK;  ships  wantetl  only  pro\i* 
fcioniy  of  which  the  natives  had  great  store,  whiie  the  natives 
wanted  clothes,  for  they  often  de^pi^ed  money,  atid  refused  to 
YOL.  XI.  PART  II.  i'.  t..ke 
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tftkc  ity  the  fthipii  furnjMbed  tlicm  witli  apparel  in  exchangi 
for  their  proviHioriH,  both  »idcft  finding  their  account  in  dui 
trafTiCy  and  tlieir  captain  hod  neither  interest  nor  power  ft> 
tax  or  restrain  it. 

or  late,  for  reaifOHK  which  will  aAcrwards  appear,  these  ho- 
nest vagabonds  have  been  otiliged  to  receive  a  new  colooy 
among  them,  and  to  hiibniit  to  new  lawit  and  a  new  formrf 
government.     InHtead  of  their  ibnner  ragged  and  bare^kg^ 
ged  captain,  whom  they  took  care,  however,  to  keep  inoo* 
cent,  they  have  now  the  honour  of  being  governed  by  Dm 
Jose  Sylva  de  l^az,  a  brigaflier  of  the  armies  of  Porttigs^ 
wlio  is  accompanied  by  a  garrison  of  Koidiers,  and  has  oonie» 
quently  a  more  exteriHive  and  better  supported  power  ihsa 
any  of  hib  (iredeccfKHors :  And  as  he  wears  better  cIo8tli% 
liveii  more  bpletididly,  and  has  a  inucli  Ix'tter  knowledge  of 
the  iniportanci.*  of  money  than  any  of  them  could  ever  pio» 
tend  to,  M>  he  puts  in  practice  certain  methods  for  procariif 
it  with  which  tlicy  were  utterly  unacquainted  %  yet  it  mav  bo 
much  doubtefl  if  the  inhabitants  consider  these  mcthoJs  ss 
tending  to  promote  either  their  intereslK,  or  tliat  of  their  so- 
vereign, the  king  of  Portugal.     ^V\m  much  is  certain,  thst 
his  kM:haviour  cannot  but  be  extn^njcly  embarrassing  to  sack 
Britihh  khips  as  touch  here  in  their  way  to  tite  South  Sm* 
One  oi'  his  praclices  was,  that  he  pliiced  centinels  at  ll 
the  avenues,  to  prevent  the  people  from  selling  us  any  if* 
frc!bhnientH,  except  at  huch  exorljitant  rates  us  we  coula  not 
aflbrd  to  give.     Ills  pretence  ibr  this  extraordinary  strddb 
of  power  Wiis,  that  he  w;is  oliliged  to  prehcrve  their  profi- 
sioitH  for  upwurcis  of  an  hiindrcd  fiiniilicH,  which  were  diilj 
expecU.-d  hh  a  reinibrecuient  to  the  colony.     Thus  he  seeoB 
no  novict;  in  hi«i  pnifi.'hsion,  liy  his  rcsKJiness  at  inventing s 
piauiiible  pretence  Ibr  liih  interested  niaiiugenient.     Thiiar* 
cunihlanci',  however,  though  siifliciently  provoking,  was  br 
from  bein/r  ilu;  nio.st  (-xceplionable  part  ofhin  conduct;  for, 
us  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rio  i'lata,  a  considenbk 
Fiiiuggiing  trade  ib  carried  on  between  the  Portuguese flod 
Spuniiirdh,  especially  in  exchati;nn;r  ^uU\  ibr  silver,  by  whkh 
both  princes  are  defrauded  oflliiir  fil'Lhs;  and  as  Don  JoiC 
was  dee|)ly  eii;.^»;^ed  in  thi:,  prohibited  commerce,  in  ordoftO 
ingratiate  hinihell  v»iih  his  Spunihli  correhpondents,  he  tfeo- 
chcrrouhly  dihpatchc:d  un  c  xpn-sb  to  Uuenos  A}rc*s,    whcio 
Pi/arro  tlien  lay,  with  an  account  of  our  arrival,  our  strcogtili 
the  number  of  our  ships,  guub,  men,  and  tsmy  circumsUoco 

he 
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lie  oould  suppose  our  enemy  desirous  of  being  acquainted 
iriA. 

This  much,  and  what  we  shall  hare  to  relate  in  the  course 
of  our  own  proceedings,  may  suffice  as  to  the  present  state  of 
St  Catharines  and  the  character  of  its  governor.  But  as  the 
reader  may  wish  to  know  the  reasons  for  the  late  new  mo* 
delling  of  this  settlement,  it  will  require,  to  explain  this  cir- 
cumstance, to  give  a  short  account  of  the  adjacent  continent 
of  Brazil,  and  of  the  wonderful  discoveries  which  have  been 
made  within  the  last  forty  years,  which,  from  a  country  of 
but  mean  estimation,  has  rendered  it  now  perhaps  the  most 
considerable  colony  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

This  country  was  first  discovered  by  Americus  Vesputioj 
a  Florentine,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  honoured  by 
giving  his  name  to  the  immense  continent  found  out  some 
tune  before  by  Columbus.     As  Vesputio  was  in  the  service 
of  Portugal,  this  discovery  was  settled  and  planned  by  that 
nation,  and  afterwards  devolved  to  the  crown  of  Spain  along 
with  tlie  rest  of  the  Portuguese  dominions.    During  the  long 
war  between  Spain  and  the  states  of  Holland,  the  Dutch  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  the  northcrmost  parts  of  Brazil,  and 
kept  it  for  some  years ;  but,  when  the  Portuguese  revolted 
iitnn  the  Spanish  government,  this  country  took  part  in  the 
revolt,  and  the  Dutch  were  soon  driven  out  of  their  acquisi- 
tions ;  since  which  time  it  has  continued  without  interrup- 
tion under  the  crown  of  Portugal.    Till  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  it  was  only  productive  of  sugar  and  to- 
bacco, and  a  few  other  commodities  of  very  little  import- 
ance;   but  has  been  lately  discovered  to  abound   in  the 
two  mineral  productions,  gold  and  diamonds,  which  mankind 
hold  in  tlie  highest  estimation,  and  which  they  exercise  their 
utmost  art  ana  industry  in  acquiring. 

Gold  was  first  found  in  the  mountains  adjacent  to  the  city 
of  Rio  Janeiro.  The  occasion  of  its  discovery  is  variously 
related,  but  the  most  common  account  is,  that  the  Indians 
dwelling  on  the  back  of  the  Portuguese  settlements  were  ob- 
aerved)  by  the  soldiers  employed  in  an  expedition  against 
themy  to  use  this  metal  for  fish-hooks ;  and,  on  enquiry  into 
their  manner  of  procuring  this  precious  metal,  it  appeareil 
that  great  quantities  of  it  were  annually  washed  from  the  hilI^, 
and  left  among  the  sand  and  gravel  which  remained  in  thu 
vallies  after  the  running  off  or  evaporation  of  the  water.  If 
is  now  [in  1740]  little  more  than  torty  years  since  any  quan- 
tities 
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titles  oFgoId,  worth  notice,  have  been  imported  from  Brad 
to  Europe ;  but,  since  that  time,  the  annual  importi  luAi 
been  continually  augmented  by  die  discovery  of  placet  ii 
other  provinces,  where  it  is  to  be  met  with  as  plentifully  ii 
at  first  about  Rio  Janeiro.  It  is  alleged  that  a  slender  vAf 
of  gold  spread  through  all  the  country,  at  about  twenty«fav 
feet  below  the  surface,  but  that  this  vein  is  too  thin  and  poor 
to  answer  the  expence  of  digging/  However,  where  the  ri- 
vers or  rains  have  had  any  course  for  a  considerable  tiBM^ 
there  gold  is  always  to  be  collected,  the  water  having  sepi* 
rated  the  metal  from  the  earth,  and  deposited  it  in  thesand^ 
thereby  saving  the  expence  of  digging;  hence  it  is  esteemod 
an  infallible  gain  to  be  able  to  divert  a  stream  from  its  chan- 
nel, and  ransack  its  bed.  From  this  account  of  the  manner 
of  gathering  gold,  it  should  follow  that  there  are  no  mineior 
this  metal  in  Brazil,  and  this  the  governor  of  Rio  Grandib 
who  happened  to  be  at  St  Catharines,  and  frequently  viailid 
Mr  Anson,  did  most  confidently  affirm,  assuring  us  that  aB 
tlie  gold  was  collected  from  rivers,  or  from  the  ueds  c^  tah 
rents  after  floods.  It  is  indeed  asserted  that  large  rocks  aiie 
found  in  the  mountains  abounding  in  gold,  and  I  have 


a  fragment  of  one  of  these  rocks  havincr  a  considerable  liinp 
of  gold  entangled  in  it ;  but,  even  in  this  case,  the  worknm 
only  break  off  the  rocks,  and  do  not  properly  mine  into 
them ;  and  the  great  expence  of  subsisting  among  tlieie 
mountains,  and  in  afterwards  separating  the  metal  from  tk 
stone,  occasions  this  method  of  procuring  gold  to  be  bat  rare- 
ly put  in  practice. 

The  examining  the  bottom  of  rivers  and  beds  of  torrent^ 
and  the  washing  the  gold  there  found,  from  the  sand  and £rt 
with  which  it  is  always  mixed,  are  performed  by  slaves,  who 
are  principally  negroes,  kept  in  great  numbers  by  the  Poiti- 
gucsc  (or  this  purpose.  The  regulation  of  the  Juty  of  Am 
slaves  is  singular,  as  they  are  eacli  of  them  obliged  to  fiimiA 
their  master  with  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce  of  gdd  dai^.* 

'  Tlie  author  ought  here  to  have  said,  a  thin  laj/er^  or  strahmif  to  Ci" 
press  the  obvious  meaning  intended  in  the  text. — £. 

^  The  editor  was  informed,  many  years  ai^,  by  an  intelligeiit 
Rio  Janeiro,  that  tlie  searcli  for  gold  is  confined  by  law  to  certain  _ 
on  purpose  to  secure  tlie  royal  fiilh ;  and  timt  all  over  the  couniiy 
Jlio  Janeiro,  where  tlie  search  is  prohibited,  gold,  emcrahls,  andar 
rines  are  found  in  small  quantities,  on  evcrj  occasion  of  di^gpng  ^  ^^ 
dentil  into  the  earth,  as  for  the  purpose  of  a  pit>weH.— ^E. 

^  On  the  data  of  the  text,  and  allowiDg  sixty-five  ditys  in  the  jctf  b: 
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If  they  are  either  so  fortunate  or  industrious  as  to  collect  a 
greater  quantity,  the  surplus  becomes  their  own  property, 
and  they  may  okpose  of  it  as  they  think  fit ;  so  tnat  some 
negroes,  who  have  accidentally  fallen  upon  rich  washing- 

eices,  are  said  to  have  themselves  purchased  slaves,  and  to 
ve  lived  afterwards  in  great  splendour;  their  original  mas- 
ter having  no  otlier  demand  upon  them  than  the  daily  sup* 
ply  of  the  before-mentioned  eighths ;  which,  as  the  Portu- 
guese ounce  is  somewhat  lighter  than  our  troy  ounce,  may 
amount  to  about  nine  shillings  sterling. 

The  quantity  of  gold  thus  collcctea  in  the  Brazils  and  re- 
turned annually  to  Lisbon,  may  be  estimated,  in  some  de- 
gree^ from  the  amount  of  the  royal  fifth.  This  has  been  of 
ute  computed,  one  year  with  another,  at  one  hundred  and 
fifty  aroueSf  of  thirty-two  Portuguese  pounds  each,  which,  va- 
Ined  at  L.  4  sterling  the  troy  ounce,  make  very  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling;  and  consequently  the 
capital,  of  which  this  is  the  fifth,  is  about  a  million  and  a 
half  sterling.  It  is  obvious  that  the  annual  return  ofgold 
to  Lisbon  cannot  be  less  than  this,  thou^  it  may  be  difficult 
to  guess  how  much  more  it  may  be.  Perhaps  we  may  not 
be  much  mistaken  in  conjecturing  that  the  gold  exchanged 
with  the  Spaniards  at  Buenos  Ayres  for  silver,  and  what  is 
privately  brought  to  Europe  without  paying  the  duty,  may 
amount  to  near  half  a  million  more,  which  will  make  the  en- 
tire yearly  produce  of  Brazilian  gold  nearly  two  millions  ster- 
ling }  a  prodigious  sum  to  be  found  in  a  country  which  only 
a  few  years  since  was  not  known  to  furnish  a  single  grain. 

Besides  gold,  this  country  also  afibrds  diamond,  as  already 
mentioned.  The  discovery  of  these  valuable  stones  is  mucTi 
more  recent  even  than  that  ofgold,  as  it  is  scarcely  twenty 

J  rears  since  the  first  were  brought  to  Europe.^  i  hey  are 
bund  in  the  same  manner  as  gold,  in  the  gullies  of  torrents 
and  beds  of  rivers,  but  only  in  particular  places,  and  by  no 
means  so  universally  spread  throughout  the  country.  They 
were  often  found  while  washing  for  gold^  before  they  were 
known  to  be  diamonds,  and  were  consequently  thrown  away 
along  with  the  sand  and  gravel ;  and  it  is  well  remembered 
that  numbers  of  very  large  stones,  which  would  have  made 

the 


Sundays  and  high  festivalsi  tlie  yearly  profit  of  one  slave  to  his  maite/ 
irould  be  L.  135  sterling. — £. 
^  The  author  writes  as  of  the  year  iriC-^E. 
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the  fortunes  of  the  possessors,  have  passed  unregarded  dirough 
ihe  hands  of  those. who  now  impatiently  support  the  n^ofti- 
iying  reflection.  However,  about  twenty  years  sincc^  [that 
is,  in  1720,]  a  person  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  rong^ 
diamonds,  conceived  that  these  pebbles,  as  they  were  then 
called,  were  of  the  same  kind ;  vet  it  is  said  there  was  a  con- 
siderable interval  between  the  hrst  stating  of  this  opinion  and 
its  confirmation,  by  proper  examination,  as  it  was  difficult  to 
persuade  the  inhabitants  that  what  they  had  been  long  ac- 
customed to  despise,  could  be  of  such  amazing  importance; 
and  in  this  interval,  as  I  was  told,  a  governor  of  one  of  thes6 
places  procured  a  good  number  of  these  stones,  which  h^ 
pretended  to  make  use  of  as  markers  at  cards.  The  truth  of 
the  discovery  was  at  last  confirmed  by  skilful  jewellers  in  Eu- 
rope, who  were  consulted  on  the  occasion,  and  who  declared 
that  these  Brazilian  pebbles  were  true  diamonds,  many  of 
which  were  not  inferior  in  lustre^  or  other  qualities,  to  those 
of  the  East  Indies.     On  this  being  made  known,  the  Portn- 

Suese  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  where  these  had 
een  first  discovered,  set  themselves  to  search  for*  diamonds 
with  great  assiduity,  and  were  hopeful  of  discovering  them  in 
considerable  quantities,  as  they  found  large  rocks  of  crystal 
in  many  of  the  mountains  whence  the  streams  proceeded  that 
washed  down  the  diamonds. 

.  Soon  after  this  discovery,  it  was  represented  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  that  if  diamonds  should  be  met  with  in  such  abun- 
dance as  their  sanguine  expectations  seemed  to  indicate, 
their  value  and  estimation  would  be  so  debased  as  to  ruin  all 
the  Europeans  who  had  any  quantity  of  East  India  diamonds 
in  their  possession,  and  would  even  render  the  discovery  it- 
•elf  of  no  importance,  and  prevent  his  majesty  from  deriving 
any  advantages  from  it.  On  these  considerations,  his  majes- 
ty thought  proper  to  restrain  the  general  search  for  dia- 
monds, and  erected  a  diamond  company,  with  an  exclusive 
charter  for  this  purpose  y  in  which  company,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  sum  of  money  paid  to  the  king,  the  property  of  all 
diamonds  found  in  Brazil  is  vested:  But,  to  hinder  them 
from  collecting  too  large  quantities,  and  thereby  reducing 
their  value  in  Uie  market,  they  are  prohibited  from  employ- 
ing above  eight  hundred  slaves  in  this  search.  To  prevent 
any  of  his  other  subjects  from  continuing  the  search,  and  to 
secure  tlie  company  against  interlopers,  a  large  town,  and 
considerable  surrounding  district^  has  been  depopulated  $  and 

all 
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•I  tlM  inbabitanlat  uuci  to  have  unountcd  to  lix  tboumd, 
kave  been  obliged  to  remove  to  another  |iart  of  the  country : 
For  as  this  town  and  district  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ike  diamon<Ui  it  wa«  tliuugfat  iui|XM*iUlc  to  prevent  luch  a 
of  |icoplc  from  frv(|ucntly  ftaiu;;^liiif^  if  allowed  to 
oa  thetpou 
In  oontc(|aence  of  these  iu)|K}rtant  diMroveriet  in  Braail* 
new  |{ovcruuii.'nl^  and  new  rc^ululions,  have  been 
eMabliibed  in  niaiijr  |Mirt»  ol'  the  eountry.  Not  long  agn 
ihctw  was  a  conkiilenhlc  track  ol  ouuntrj  |Miifiie»ted  bjr  a  set 
ef  inbabitaota  calietl  Pauli<4js  froni  ihe  name  of  tlieir  princi- 
yal  aeCtlenient,  «  ho  wrre  aluia^^  iuil('|K'niK'iit  of  the  crown  of 
fteti^gal,  to  which  it  »i.irci*iy  c\cr  ucknowkni^t'd  a  nominal 
alc|riancc.  Tiu^^-  r.ii!*iM<>  urc  b.iiil  u>  (m*  •ii-^c-c-ndiuits  from 
ibt  FortupiCM*  wiiu  ictiriNi  Iruiii  ilii.'  mirthern  part  of  Bra- 
bI  wbeu  it  wiub  iuvadid  and  p<k»M.*MKHi  \\y  the  Dutch  l^M^ 
lo^g  Beglecl4^  by  tlicir  »u|>eriors  om  iii^r  i«j  the  cmdusiooa  of 
the  times,  and  obli^nl  to  provide  for  tht-ir  own  security  and 
the  nccoH^ity  tif  ihcir  afl'aim  prcKiiiccd  a  kind  of  go- 
anioui(  ihi-nisclvcm,  which  suiliccd  liir  their  mode  of 
ib  Thu»  liAhiiuait-il  (o  iheir  own  reuulaiioaiiv  they  became 
fmd  of  inde|NUidi'ncis  »o  that,  rejecting  tlie  mandates  of  tbe 
savt  of  Li>»bon,  they  wcrrc  often  engagcil  in  a  Kiateof  down- 
ngbt  rebeliion ;  and,  owin^  ti>  the  mountains  surroumliog 
their  ooontry,  and  the  diilicuity  of  deariug  the  few  paasea 
Issdinfi  tA>ward*  ii,  they  were  generally  able  to  make  their 
terras  before  they  tiubmittitl.  Uut  as  gold  was  found  in 
country  of  the  Paulifets,  the  prcM^ni  king  of  Portugal,  iq 
reign  aInuMt  all  liietic  y^reat  discoveries  have  been 
Uiought  it  necessary  tt>  nduix*  thi»  province,  now  bo» 
of  great  iai|X)ri;ince,  under  the  same  di-pcndeiice  and 
lience  with  the  rebt  (if  the  countr}-,  which  was  at  lengdk 
tliough,  .IS  I  was  inrornied,  with  great  difficulty. 
The  same  motives  wliich  induced  iiis  majesty  lo  reduce 
Ae  Pbulifits,  have  ulso  occasioned  the  changes  which  1  have 
mswiioncd  as  having  taken  place  at  the  island  of  ik  Cath»- 
BMa:  For,  aii  we  wcie  OMured  by  the  governor  of  Kio 
Gnude^  there  are  con^iJcrable  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood 
Aal  aie  ibuiid  to  be  extremely  rich  in  gold,  ibr  which  rea- 
■NS  a  military  governor  with  a  gurrifton  have  been  pUoed 
along  with  a  new  colony;  und,  as  the  harl>our  at  this 
is  by  mucii  Uie  largest  and  most  secure  of  any  on  the 
it  is  not  improbable,  if  the  riclics  of  the  neighbour* 

hood 
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hood  answer  their  present  expectation^  that  it  may  become 
in  time  the  principal  settlement  in  Brazil,  and  the  most  ooih 
siderable  port  in  all  South  America. 

This  much  I  thought  necessanr  to  insert,  in  relation  to 
the  present  state  of  Brazil  and  of  me  island  of  St  Catharines ; 
for,  as  this  last  place  has  been  generally  recommended  as  the 
most  eligible  place  for  our  cruizers  to  refresh  at  when  bound 
to  the  &uth  Sea,  I  believed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  instruct  my 
countrymen  in  the  hitherto  unsuspected  inconyeniences  which 
attend  that  place.  And,  as  the  Brazilian  gold  and  diamonds 
are  subjects  of  novelty^  of  which  very  few  particulars  haw 
hitherto  been  published,  I  considered  that  the  account  I  hava 
been  able  to  collect  respecting  them  might  not  be  regarded 
either  a  trifling  or  useless  digression. 

When  we  first  arrived  at  St  Catharines,* we  were 
plojed  in  refreshing  our  sick  on  shore,  in  woodinff  and 
tenng  the  squadron,  in  cleaning  our  ships,  and  m  ezamii' 
ning  and  securing  our  oiasts  and  riggings  as  ftyrmerly  men*'  . 
tioned*  At  the  same  time  Mr  Anson  gave  orders  that  the*  ' 
ships  companies  should  be  supplied  with  fresh  meat,  and 
have  a  fiill  allowance  of  all  kinds  of  provi^pns.  In  come* 
quence  of  these  orders  we  had  fresh  meat  sent  on  board  con- 
tinually  for  our  daily  expenditure;  and  every  thing  eke 
that  was  wanting  to  make  up  our  allowances,  was  received 
from  the  Anna  i'ink,  our  victualler,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  provisions  on  board  the  ships  of  the  squadron  as  entire 
as  possible  for  future  service.     As  the  season  of  the  year- 

frew  every  day  less  favourable  for  our  passage  round  Cape 
lorn,  Mr  Anson  was  very  anxious  to  leave  St  Catharines 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  were  at  first  in  hopes  that  all 
our  business  would  be  concluded,  and  we  should  be  in  rea- 
diness to  sail,  in  about  a  fortnight  from  our  arrival;  but^' 
on  examining  the  masts  of  the  Tryal,  we  found,  to  our  no 
small  vexation,  inevitable  employment  for  twice  that  time ; 
for,  on  a  survey,  her  main-mast  was  sprung  at  the  upper 
woulding^  though  that  was  thought  capable  of  being  secured 
by  means  of  two  fishes ;  but  the  fore-mast  was  reported  en- 
tirely unfit  for  service,  on  which  the  carpenters  were  sent' 
into  the  woods  in  search  of  a  stick  proper  for  a  new  fore-' 
mast.  After  a  search  of  four  days,  nothing  could  be  found' 
fit  for  the  purpose ;  wherefore,  on  a  new  consultation,  it 
was  agreed  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  mast  by  three  fishesy- 
}n  which  work  the  carpenters  were  employed,  till  within  «' 

day 
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r  two  of  oar  drnarturr.  In  the  ffnoainiinc«  thinkin;?  it 
mtj  to  haTc  a  Cionii  Trfcel,  on  our  iirri%'iil  in  die  Sonth 
the  romnioclorc  ordcrrd  the  Tnral  to  he  hove  ilomi. 
ooca.<ioned  no  lou  cf  time,  at  it  mi^ht  bo  omupletcd 
the  carpmlcri  wore  refitting  her  nia%t«  on  »hnrp. 
■0  being  dbcorrred  in  the  offr?]::  on  the  *JTth  Ikrrm- 
md  not  knowinc  !tnt  khe  mi^^ht  be  Spaninh,  the  c\i^ 
boat  was  manntt)  and  armcdt  and  tent  uncier 
of  our  fcconri  lieutenant,  to  examine  her  he- 
he  got  within  \hv  protection  of  the  forti.  She  pro* 
»be  a  PortupicK-  bricaiuinr  from  Rio  (trande;  and, 
k  oar  office  r  Itch.ivi-<1  with  the  utnioit  cirih'ty  to  the 
\  wnd  eren  refuse*!  to  nrrcpt  a  ailf  which  the  master 
d  him  to  ncci-ps  tin*  p»vrmor  took  preat  offence  at 
■dioff  oar  lN>nr,  t.ilkin;;  of  it  in  a  hi^h  Urain,  as  a 
oa  of  tliepeacr  tl)l)^l^tin;;  Utwecn  the  crowns  of  (treat 
■  Old  PortupnI.  We  tliii«  attriliuii-d  thi^  lilusterinj 
CBiiv*  than  the  nntuml  insolence  of  Don  Jose ; 
he  rhargr<!  our  officer  with  behavinij^  ruddv«  and 
to  take  hv  ^jiilfiice  thi*  calf  which  he  had  refuM*d 
I,  we  had  ri-aMvn  tti  suspect  that  he  purposely 
i  fUa  quarrel,  ami  had  more  important  objects  in  vicar 
ibe  mere  captiouftiic^^  of  his  iem|ier.  What  ihv^e 
niffht  In.*  m'e  had  then  no  niran»  of  detrnninini;,  or 
Oin<;  at ;  but  wc  afterwariN  lourid,  bv  letter*  which 
our  hands  uhi*n  in  the  Siuth-So;is,  tliat  he  had 
cbtd  an  express  to  Tizarro,  who  then  lay  in  the  Kio 
with  an  account  of  t)ur  arrii-:il  at  St  (\iiliarinc«,  to- 
rwkb  a  nioftt  anip)«*  and  circiiniHiiintial  account  of  our 
condition.  We  then  conceivtxl,  that  IXin  Jose 
this  irroundlcss  clamour  on  purfHwe  to  prevent  ua 
wUokm  the  hri^antine  ^licn  •*lie  !«houhi  ^  nwajr  a;?iin9 
IBignt  have  touiui  iiriKitit  of  hi^  |MTlidy,  and  p(.-rna|M 
iKOvered  tlie  H-crrt  of  lii*>  smuf^linv;  corit^ponvlence 
lbiie^{fabourin(r  ,L^*vi*rnor«|  ;aid  v.  ith  the  Spaniardiiat 

IM  netr  a  month  iHTore  tiio  Tryal  was  refitted ;  for 
I^^PCK  her  lower- must >  (liticiivcy  but  her  nmin-to|>- 
M  feiO^jard  were  Iikewi««'  found  rotten.  While  this 
iDg  on,  the  (iduT  ships  of  the  «r|undron  set  up 
'n^,  together  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
to  each  mast,  u^  «ecnre  them  in  the  most 
Ato,  in  oK^er  !o  render  the  ships  iitifl'er^ 

to 
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to  enable  them  to  carry  more  sail  abroad,  and  to  prevei 
them  from  straining  their  upper  works  in  hard  gales  i 
windy  the  several  captains  were  ordered  to  pat  some  of  the 
great  guns  into  their  holds.  These  precautions  being  con 
plied  with,  and  all  the  ships  having  taken  in  as  much  woe 
.and  water  as  there  was  room  for,  the  Tryal  was  at  la 
completed,  and  the  whole  squadron  was  ready  for  sea :  Q 
.which  the  tep^  on  shore  were  struck,  and  all  the  sick  t\ 
moved  on  board.  We  had  here  a  melancholy  proof  ho 
much  thie  healthiness  of  this  place  was  over-rated  by  fomu 
writers;  for,  though  the  Centurion  had  ak>ne  buried' n 
less  than  twenty-eight  of  her  men  since  our  arrival,  ye 
in  the  same  interval,  the  number  of  her  sick  had  increase 
from  eighty  to  ninety-six. 

All  being  embarked,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  en 
departure,  the  commodore  made  the  signal  for  all  captain 
and  delivered  them  tlieir  orders,  containing  the  suoceiaif 
places  of  rendezvous  from  hence  to  the  coast  of  Chili.  Nd 
day,  being  the  18th  of  January,  174*1,  the  signal  was  mad 
for  weighing  and  the  squadron  put  to  sea ;  leaving  this  ii 
land  of  St  Catharines  without  regret^  as  we  had  been  ei 
tremcly  disappointed  in  our  accommodations  and  expects 
tatioDs  of  refreshment,  and  in  the  humane  and  friendly  ol 
fices  we  had  been  taught  to  look  for,  in  a  place  so  mud 
celebrated  for  its  hospitelity,  freedom,  and  conveniencCi 


Section  VL 

The  Run  from  St  Catharines  to  Port  St  Julian;  wUh  wm 
Account  of  that  Portf  and  of  the  Country  to  the  South  ofik 
Bio  Plata. 

In  quitting  St  Catharines,  we  left  the  last  amicable  poi 
we  proposed  to  touch  at,  and  were  now  proceeding  to 
hostile,  or  at  best  a  desert  and  inhospitable  coast.  As  w 
were  to  expect  a  more  boisterous  climate  to  the  southwar 
than  any  we  had  yet  experienced,  not  only  our  danger  i 
separation  would  by  this  means  be  much  augmented,  bi 
Other  accidents  of  a  more  mischievous  nature  were  also  I 
be  apprehended,  and  as  much  as  possible  provided  agains 
Mr  Anson,  tlierefore,  in  appointing  the  various  stations  i 
which  the  ships  of  the  squadron  were  to  rendezvous^  hfl 

considere 
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idcivd  that  hit  cywp  iliip  niffht  be  dUabfed  froiD  getting 
id  Cape  HoTDy  or  might  be  k»t«  and  gaTc  ihercfbre 
icr  dir«ctionsi  that*  even  in  that  catc,  the  cxpeditioD 
iH  not  be  abanilonod.  The  orclen  dcliTered  to  the  can^ 
»j  the  day  bt'furc  tailing  from  St  Catharinct,  wcrvt  in 
of  teparation,  which  they  wen-  to  endeavour  to  amid 
the  utmott  caret  tliat  the  fir»t  pUce  of  rcndezrout  waa 
e  Port  St  Julian,  dctcribingthe  place  from  Sir  John 
boffoogh't  ncctiunt  of  it.  Tiiev  were  tlicre  to  provide  at 
k  tab  a»  they  could  take  on  iHMrd,  both  for  their  own 
and  tliat  of  the  other  thipt  of  ilie  tquadron  %  and,  if 
joined  by  the  comnnMiore  after  a  ttay  of  ten  dayt,  thcj 
f  then  to  past  thrDii|;h  the  ttrait*  of  ue  Maire  and  round 
t  Horn  into  the  Suiitli-Seas  where  the  next  place  of 
lesvout  wat  to  lie  the  i»land  of  Nostra  Senora  del  Sfa^ 
pinkt45*i3.  lon<;.7IM2'W.tramtheIJzard.'  Tbcf 
r  to  bring  thit  inland  to  bear  (^N.K.  and  to  cruize  from 
lo  twelve  leagues  distance  from  it,  at  long  at  their  ttunt 
nood  and  water  i^ould  |H*rmit,  both  of  which  tliey  were 
:lcd  to  expend  uitli  the  utmost  frugaUty.  When  under 
noceaiity  of  prucurini^  a  freili  tupply,  they  were  to 
fin,  and  endeavour  to  find  an  anchorage ;  and  in  cata 
'cdqU  not,  and  the  weather  made  it  dangeroin  to  tu|^ 
)1^  thipt  by  »taiidiii;{  off  and  on,  tliey  were  tlien  to 
e  the  be*t  of  thoir  way  to  the  idaod  of  Juan  Femandea 
St.  S3°  37'  &  at  wliicli  iMiiind,  after  recruiting  their  wcKid 
water,  they  were  to  cruize  ofl*  the  anchoraffc  for  fifty-tis 
\;  and,  if  not  joined  by  the  commodore  in  that  timc^ 
'  were  to  conclude  that  tome  accident  had  befallen  him^ 
were  forthwith  to  put  tlieinseivet  under  the  oommand 
he  lenior  uiTicer^  who  wot  to  ute  hi«  utmost  cndeavoor 
noy  tlic  cneniy  l)oth  by  sea  and  land.  In  thu  view^ 
Bew  commander  was  ur^^ed  to  continue  in  thctc  mnu  at 
;  at  provibioiiH  luhteil,  or  as  they  could  be  kuppliod  by 
t  cpuid  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  rcberviug  only  a  aulE* 
17  to  carry  the  ships  to  Macao,  at  the  entrance  of  ilic 
r  of  Canton  on  the  coa.st  of  China ;  whence,  being  £up* 
1  widi  a  new  stock  i>\  provisions,  tlicy  were  to  make  the 
4|f  iheir  way  to  lilnglmid.    As  it  wat  lound  still  im|xi»- 

sible 

••^ 

Dht  ctatie  of  the  inland  of  Scx-oro,  or  GuaytccA,  on  the  wcitera 

( tfhlifouiap  is  ia  ko.  ^'  !(/  tk  ami  Juug.  7;>*  -n/  W.  (torn  Grcca- 
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sible  to  unload  the  Anna  Pink,  our  yictnaller,  the  ood 
dore  save  her  master  instructions  for  the  same  rendMiu 
and  similar  orders  to  put  himself  under  the  command  f 
remaining  senior  officer. 

Under  these  orders,  the  squadron  sailed  from  St  C 
rines  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  January^  1741.  Next  di 
had  very  squally  weather,  attended  with  rain,  lidbt 
and  thunder;  but  it  soon  cleared  up  again,  wiUi 
breezes,  and  continued  so  to  the  evening  of  the  2l8t, 
it  again  blew  fresh,  and,  increasing  all  night,  it  beci 
most  violent  storm  by  next  mornings  accompanied  I 
thick  a  fog  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  see  to  th 
tance  of  two  ships  lengths,  and  we  consequently  lost 
of  all  the  squadron.    On  this  a  signal  was  made^  by 

Snns^  to  bnng  to  with  the  larboard  tacks,  the  wind 
ue  east.  We  in  the  Centurion  handed  the  top-8aiI% 
ed  the  mauiHsail,  and  lay  to  under  a  reefed-mizen  tiD 
when  the  ibg  dispersed,  and  we  soon  discovered  tH 
Bhips  of  the  squadron,  except  the  Pearl,  which  did  nc 
tiljl  near  a  month  afterwards.  The  Tryal  was  a  grei 
to  leeward,  having  lost  her  main-mast  in  the  squaB 
having  been  obliged  to  cut  away  the  wreck,  for  fear  \ 
ging.  We  ther^ore  bore  down  with  the  squadron  t 
relief,  and  the  Gloucester  was  ordered  to  take  her  ii 
as  the  weather  did  not  entirely  abate  till  next  day,  anc 
then  a  great  swell  continued  from  the  eastward,  in  i 
quence  of  the  preceding  storm.  After  this  accident  w< 
tinned  to  the  southward  with  little  interruption,  findii 
same  setting  of  the  current  we  had  observed  before  o 
rival  at  St  Catharines ;  that  is,  we  generally  found  oui 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  southward  of  our  reckon!) 
the  loff  every  day.  This,  with  some  inequality,  last 
we  had  passed  the  latitude  of  the  Rio  Plata,  and  evei 
the  same  current,  however  difficult  to  be  accountc 
undoubtedly  continued ;  for  we  were  not  satisfied  in 
butine  this  appearance  to  any  error  in  our  reckoninj 
tried  it  more  than  once,  when  a  calm  rendered  it  pi 
able. 

Immediately  on  getting  to  the  south  of  the  latitude 
Rio  Plata  we  had  soundings,  which  continued  all  aloi 
coast  of  Patagonia.  These  soundings,  when  well  asoi 
ed,  being  of  great  use  in  determining  the  position  of 
on  this  coast,  and  as  we  tried  them  more  frequeii 
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dq>th%  and  with  more  attention,  than  I  believe  had 
en  done  before,  I  shall  recite  onr  observations  on 
ject  as  snccinctly  as  I  can.  In  lat.  S6^  52'  S.  we  had 
»ns  on  a  bottom  of  fine  black  and  grey  sand :  From 
to  S9^  55"  S.  we  varied  our  depths  from  SO  to  80  fii- 
but  always  with  the  same  bottom :  Between  the  last- 
led  latitude  and  4<3^  16'  S.  we  had  odIv  fine  grey  sand 
>  same  variation  of  depths,  except  that  we  once  or 
Bsened  the  water  to  40  fathoms.  After  this  we  con- 
n  40  fathoms  for  about  half  a  degree  having  a  bot- 
coarse  sand  and  broken  shells,  at  which  time  we 
sight  of  land  at  not  above  seven  leagues  distance, 
dged  from  the  land  we  had  a  variety  of  soundings ; 
ck  sand,  then  muddy,  and  soon  afier  rou^h  ground 
nes  :  But  when  we  had  increased  our  dq>th  to  forty- 
thorns,  we  had  a  muddy  bottom  to  the  hL  of  46^  lO' 
ce  drawing  near  the  shores  we  had  at  first  thirty-six 
I  and  still  kept  shoaling  Ull  we  came  into  twelve  fa- 
laving  constantly  small  stones  and  pebbles  at  the  bot* 

of  this  time  we  had  a  view  of  Cape  Blancoi,  in  about 
10'  S.  and  long.  69""  W.  from  London.*  Steering 
Dce  S.  by  £•  nearly,  we  deepened  our  water  to  fitly 
in  a  run  of  about  thirty  leagues,  without  once  alter- 
bottom ;  and  then  drawing  towards  the  shores  with 
course,  varying  rather  westward^  we  had  constantly 
bottom  tin  we  came  to  thirty  fathoms,  when  we  had 
sight  of  land  in  about  lat.  48<*  31'  S.  We  made  this 
the  17th  February,  and  came  to  anchor  at  five  that 
n  in  lat.  48^  58'  S.  with  the  same  soundings  as  be- 
e  southermost  land  then  in  view  bearing  SLo*  W.  the 
nost  N.JE.  a  small  island  N.  W.  and  the  westermost 
Jc  W.S.  W.    At  this  anchorage  we  found  the  tide  to 

weighed  anchor  at  five  next  mornings  and  an  hour 
ds  descried  a  sail,  which  was  soon  found  to  be  the 
rhich  had  separated  from  us  a  few  days  aflcr  leaving 
arincs.  Yet  she  increased  her  sail  and  stood  away 
\  Gloucester ;  and  when  she  came  up^  the  people  of 

the 

Blanco  is  in  lat  47°  SC  S.  long.  64°  SO"  W.  from  GreeQwic!i. 
ice»  instead  of  a  defcrt]num  of  Cape  Bianco,  the  original  gives 
\  of  the  coast  in  different  directioaSy  at  tetn  from  $€« ;  hoe 
•r  reasons  alrcadj  assignedi-^-E* 
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the  Pearl  had  their  hammocks  in  their  nettinn,  and 
thing  ready  for  an  engagement.    The  Pearl  jomed  us 
two  in  the  afternoon}  and  running  up  under  our  stem, 
tenant  Salt  informed  the  commooore  that  Captain  Kid 
died  on  the  Slst  of  January.    He  likewise  said  tliat  h 
seen  five  large  ships  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  which 
sdme  time  imagined  had  be^n  our  squadron,  insomucl 
he  suffered  the  commanding  ship,  which  wore  a  red 
pendant  exactly  resembling  that  of  our  commodore  \ 
main  top-most  nead,  to  come  within  gun-shot  of  the 
before  he  discovered  the  mistake ;  but  then,  finding  i 
not  the  Centurion,  he  haled  close  upon  a  wind  and  crc 
from  theirs  with  all  sail;  and  standing  across  a  rip 
where  they  hesitated  to  follow,  he  happily  escaped.    H 
made  them  out  to  be  five  Spanish  ships  of  war,  one  of  * 
was  so  exceedingly  like  the  Gloucester  that  he  was 
great  apprehension  when  chased  now  by  the  Glouoestei 
tnought  they  consisted  of  two  seventy-gun  ships,  two  ol 
and  one  of  forty ;  the  whole  of  which  squadron  chasa 
all  that  day,  but  at  night,  finding  they  could  not  get 
they  gave  oyer  the  chase  and  stood  away  to  the  southw 

Had  we  not  been  under  the  necessity  of  refitting  the  1 
this  intelligence  would  have  prevented  our  making  an; 
at  St  Julians ;  |3ut  as  it  was  impossible  for  that  sloop  tc 
ceed  round  Cape  Horn  in  her  present  condition,  somi 
there  became  inevitable ;  and  therefore  we  came  to  an  ai 
again  the  same  evening  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  the  boti 
mixture  of  mud  and  sand,  a  high  hummock  bearing  fh 
S.W.  by  W.  Weighing  at  nine  next  morning,  we  sci 
cutters  of  the  Centurion  and  Severn  in  shore  to  discov4 
harbour  of  St  Julian,  while  the  ships  kept  standing  alon 
coast  about  a  league  from  the  land.  At  six  in  the  cv 
we  anchored  in  tiie  bay  of  St  Julian,  in  nineteen  fatl 
the  bottom  muddy  ground  with  sand,  the  norlhermost  k 
jMght  bearing  N.  by  E.  the  southcrmost  S.AE.  and  the 
hummock,  called  Wood's  Mount  by  Sir  John  Narbor* 
W.S.W.  The  cutters  returned  soon  after,  having  disc 
ed  the  harbour,  which  did  not  appear  to  us  where  w< 
the  northemiost  point  shutting  in  upon  the  southermost 
closing  the  entrance  in  ai)pearaiice. 

Our  principal  object  in  coming  to  anchor  in  this  baj 
to  refit  the  Tryal,  in  which  business  the  carpenters  wer 
mediately  employed.   Her  main^mast  had  been  carried 
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wArt  feet  below  the  cap,  hot  thcT  contrmd  In  make  the 
Jer  of  the  most  serrr.  The  \\*«ffer  wu  dircctctl  to 
tier  with  a  nivnre  niaiii-top-ma^l,  wnich  the  carpenters 
cd  into  a  nei»'  Ibrr-mnKt.  Anil  I  cannot  help  olMer* 
bat  this  acridcnt  to  the  Tryal'i  ina»ttv  which  ^nve  n^ 
b  iineasinc«s  at  the  timr  on  .iccniinl  of  the  cIcLiy  itoc- 
d«  was  the  nuMns  in  nil  |iiobahility«  of  preferring  this 
nd  all  her  crew.  For  hi-r  maiU  iKfore  thii  were  iiiucli 
J  fer  the  hi^jh  nouthern  htitiides  we  were  procecdinpf 
I  that,  if  thry  had  wenlhrrcd  the  nreccilin^  storaif  it 
baTe  lieen  inipcj^ibie  fur  them  to  have  htooil  againiC 
I  and  teni|Hrftts  we  atli-rwardf  encountered  in  paMing 
Cape  Horn ;  and  the  kics  of  maiitav  in  that  boitteroos 
!p  wotikl  searccly  have  been  nttendetl  witli  ieM  than  the 
the  irenel  and  all  on  boani,  as  it  would  have  been  im- 
able  for  the  other  »lii|n  to  have  given  tliem  any  attiit- 
hatever,  during  the  continuance  of  these  im|)ctuoufl 

ik  at  this  place,  the  commodore  appointed  the  honour- 
iptain  Murray  to  succeed  to  the  Pearl,  and  Captain 
to  the  Wager.  I  le  promoted  Mr  Charles  Saundeny 
ntcnant  of  Uie  Centurion,  to  the  command  of  the  Tryal 
but,  as  Mr  Saunders  Iny  dangerouily  ill  of  a  ft-vcr  in 
nturion,  and  the  burgeons  considered  Ids  removal  to 
a  ship  might  ha/jird  his  life,  Mr  Saumarez  had  orders 
la  commander  of  the  Tr\v\  during  the  illness  of  Cap- 
inndcrs. 

hn  place,  the  commodore  held  a  consultation  with  his 
IS  about  unloading  nnd  di»^charging  the  Anna  pink  ; 
^  represented  ihnt,  so  f»r  from  being  in  a  condition 
ing  her  loading  on  l)oard,  their  ships  still  had  great 
ties  of  provisions  in  the  wny  nf  their  guns  lietwecn  decks, 
0t  their  ^hips  wm*  so  dei*p  and  so  lumbered  that  they 
not  be  tit  for  :icliun  without  being  cleared.  It  wns 
ire  necessary  to  retain  the  pink  in  the  service;  and,  09 
appri'hendcd  tliat  wr  !«houl(l  meet  with  the  5^pi!nish 
nonin  |iassing  the  cn{>e,  Mr  Anson  ordered  all  the  prt  - 
i  that  were  in  tlu*  way  <>t'the«;uns  to  be  put  on  hoanl 
Bm  pink,  and  tlint  :iil  the  [;uns  which  had  hww  tiu- 
losrmd  into  the  liolcis  for  the  ease  of  the  ships,  should 
Mmntad. 

this  bay  and  harlx>ur  of  St  Julian  is  a  con%'enient  ren- 
1%  in  case  of  separation,  for  ail  cruizers  bound  to  the 
iudsy  or  to  any  part  of  the  cuast  of  Patagonia,  from 
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the  Rio  Plata  to  the  Strdts  of  MageUan^  aaitliea  imd 
rallelto  their  usual  route,  a  short  account  of  the  aionhf 
this  couDtry,  with  a  particular  description  of  Port  St  Jfi 
may  perhaps  be  neither  unacceptable  to  the  curioii%  at) 
vorthy  the  attention  of  fiiture  navigatorsy  aa  some  of  l 
by  unforeseen  accidents^  may  be  obliged  to  ran  in  wit 
limd  and  to  make  some  stay  on  this  coast ;  in  whidi  % 
knowledge  of  the  country^  and  of  its  productions  and 
bitants^  cannot  fiiil  to  be  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 

The  tract  of  country  usually  called  Patagonia,  a 
southern  portion  of  South  America,  not  possessed  1 
Spaniards,  extends  from  their  settlements  to  the  Stn 
Magellan.  This  country  on  its  eastern  side,  along  di 
lantic  ocean,  from  the  Rio  Plata  southwards,  is  renuu 
for  having  no  trees  of  any  kind,  except  a  few  peach 
planted  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  neighbourhood  of  B 
Ayres ;  so  that  the  whole  eastern  coast  of  Patagonia,  q 
ing  near  four  hundred  leagues  from  north  to  aouth,  a 
£ir  back  into  the  interior  as  any  discoveries  have  yet 
made,  contains  nothing  that  can  be  called  by  the  na 
wood,  and  only  a  few  msignificant  shrubs  in  some  j 
Sir  John  Narborough,  who  was  sent  out  expressly  by  G 
II.  to  examine  this  country,  wintered  upon  this  coast  in 
St  Julian  and  Port  Desire,  in  the  year  1670,  and  de 
that  he  did  not  see  a  stick  in  the  whole  country  large  a 
to  make  the  handle  of  a  hatchet-  But,  although  this  oo 
be  destitute  of  wood,  it  abounds  in  pasture^  as  the  whoL 
seems  made  up  of  downs  of  a  light  dry  and  sravelly  soil 
ducing  great  quantities  of  long  grass,  whicn  grows  in 
interspersed  with  large  spots  of  barren  gravel.  In  many; 
this  grass  feeds  immense  herds  of  cattle,  all  derived  i 
few  European  cattle  brought  over  by  tlie  Spaniards  al 
first  settling,  which  have  Uiriven  and  multiplied  prodigi 
owing  to  tlic  abundance  of  herbage  which  thev  every  ^ 
met  with,  and  are  now  so  increased  and  extended  so  fii 
diiferent  parts  of  Patagonia,  that  they  are  not  consida 
private  property ;  thousands  of  them  being  slaughtered 
year  by  tlie  hunters,  only  for  their  hides  and  tmlow. 

The  manner  of  killing  these  cattle,  being  peculiar  tt 
part  of  the  world,  merits  a  circumstantial  descriptioD. 
Spaniards  and  Indians  in  that  country  are  usually  ma 
cellent  horsemen ;  and  accordingly  the  hunters  empkji 
this  occasion  are  all  mounted  on  horseback,  armed  i 
kind  of  spear,  which,  instead  of  the  usual  point  or  bb 
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ilift  line  line  with  the  Aafi^  hflft  its  blade  fixed  ftcroM.  Ann- 
^d-mth  duB  iDrtnimenty  ibey  ride  at  a  beast  and  surrouiid 
hjim§  when  the  hontar  that  is  behind  hamstrings  hinis  so  that 
lit  MOD  fidls^  and  is  unable  to  rise  from  the  groond,  where 
liifT  Imve  him  and  proceed  against  others^  whom  they  serve 
mL  ttie  same  manner.  Sometimes  there  is  a  second  party  at- 
tnniling  the  hunters,  on  purpose  to  skin  the  cattle  as  they 
Bdi  but  it  is  said  that  the  hunters  sometimes  prefer  to  leave 
Qmiii  to  languish  in  torment  till  next  day,  from  an  (q>inioa 
Ihet  the  lengthened  anguish  bursts  the  lymphatics,  and  tbere- 
hf  fiiidlitates  the  separation  of  the  skin  from  the  carcass. 
Tkmr  priests  have  loudly  condemned  this  most  barbarous 
MBctio^  and  have  even  gone  so  far,  if  my  memoiy  do  not 
SorrJTr  me,  as  to  excommunicate  such  as  persist  to  follow  itf 
flstaJl  their  e£R>rts  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  it  have  hitherto 
proved  ineflfectuaL 

•  Besides  f^reat  numbers  of  cattle  which  are  slaughtered 
qvery  year  in  this  manner,  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  it  is- 
oAen  necessary,  for  the  uses  of  agriculture^  and  for  other  pur- 
I  to  catch  them  alive^  and  without  wounding  thenu 
ia  performed  with  a  most  wonderful  and  most  incredible 
iesterity^  chiefly  by  means  of  an  implement  or  contrivance 
iifaich  the  English  who  have  resided  at  Buenos  Ayres  usually 
dtfiominate  a  lash.  This  consists  of  a  very  strong  thong  of 
BBiw  bid^  several  fathoms  in  length,  with  a  running  noose  at 
ooe  end.  This  the  hunter,  who  is  on  horseback,  takes  in  his 
right  hand,  being  properly  coiled  up,  and  the  other  end  fast- 
ened to  the  saddle :  Thus  prepared,  the  hunters  ride  at  a 
held  of  cattle^  and  when  arrived  within  a  certain  distance  of 
a.  beast,  they  throw  their  thong  at  him  with  such  exactness;^ 
that  they  never  fail  to  fix  the  noose  about  his  horns.  Find- 
ing himself  thus  entangled,  the  beast  usually  endeavours  to 
run  away,  but  the  hunter  attends  his  motions,  and  the  horse 
bring  swifter,  the  thong  is -prevented  from  being  so  mudi 
straitened  as  to  break,  till  another  hunter  throws  another 
npoie  about  one  of  his  hind-1^.  When  this  is  done^  the 
horses  being  trained  to  the  sport,  instantly  turn  in  opposite 
directi<mS|  straining  the  two  thongs  contrary  ways,  bv  which 
die  beast  ia  overthrown.  The  horses  then  stop,  keying 
both  thongs  on  the  stretch,  so  that  the  beast  remains  on  the 

Sand  incapable  of  resistance ;  and  the  two  hunters  alight 
n  their  horses  and  secure  the  beast  in  such  a  manner  that 
Aqr  afterwards  easily  convey  him  to  wherever  they  please. 
.  TO&i  V.  a  They 
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They  catch  horses  by  means  of  similar  iioqsei»  and  ifi 
even  said  to  catch  tigers  in  the  same  manner,  wbidii  hflv* 
ever  strange  it  may^  appear,  is  asserted  by  persons  cienttf^ 
It  must  be  owned,  inaeed,  that  the  address  both  of  ^Nnfasilr 
and  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  world,,  in  the  use  of  tfaiiUll 
or  noose^  and  the  certainty  with  which  thqr  throw  and  fls§ 
on  any  intended  part  of  a  beast,  even  at  a  consideraUs  d(p> 
tance,  is  so  wonderful  as  only  to  be  credited  and  repeatsdv 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  have  frequented  tUi 
country.  The  cattle  killed  in  the  befiire-mentioned  a 
are  slaughtered  only  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  and 
times  their  tongues  also  are  taken  out ;  but  the  riest  of  db 
Hesh  is  left  to  putrifyi  ^r  to  be  devoured  by  birds  of  prey  nd 
wild  beasts.  The  greatest  part  of  it  falls  to  the  share  of  dil 
wild-dogs,  of  which  there  are  immense  numbers  to  be  bni 
in  the  country.  These  are  all  supposed  to  be  desoendsi 
of  Spanish  dogs  from  Buenos  Ayres,  which  had  left  Aife 
nastcKS,  allured  by  the  great  quantity  of  carrioui  and  tijl 
run  wild  where  they  had  such  iiacility  of  subsisting,  far  ll|^ 
are  plainly  of  the  European  breed  of  dogs.  Althon|^  t|M 
dogs  are  snid  to  prowl  in  vast  packs,  even  some  thousandsMN 
gether,  they  do  not  diminish  the  number,  nor  prevent  theilp 
crease  of  the  cattle,  as  they  dare  not  attack  the  herds^  If 
reason  of  the  vast  numbers  that  feed  together,  but  ooiMI 
themselves  with  the  carrion  left  by  the  hunters,  and  periisfs 
BOW  and  then  meet  with  a  few  stragglers,  separated  accidcili 
ally  from  the  herds  to  which  they  belong. 

This  country,  to  the  southward  of  Buenos  Ayres,  is  sks 
stocked  witli  great  numbers  of  wild-horses,  brought  also  on* 
ginally  from  Spain,  and  prodigiously  increased,  and  lUinJl 
ing  to  a  much  greater  distance  than  the  cattle.  Tho^^ 
many  of  these  are  excellent,  their  numbers  make  than  d 
very  little  value,  the  best  of  them  being  sold  in  the  mW^ 
bouring  settlements,  where  money  is  plenty  and  commodfisl 
very  dear,  for  not  more  than  a  dollar  a  piece.  It  is  not 
tain  how  far  to  the  southwards  these  herds  of  wild  cattle 


horses  extend ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  strtfltal 
of  both  are  to  be  met  with  very  near  the  Straits  of  'UaigSktk 
and  they  will  doubtless  in  time  fill  all  the  southern  part  il 
the  continent  with  their  breeds,  which  cannot  fidl  to  be  if 
vast  advantage  to  such  ships  as  may  touch  on  the  coast.  Iks 
horses  are  said  to  be  very  good  eating,  and  are  even  piifc 
red  by  some  of  tho  Indians  before  the  cgttle.    Bat  howiv 

platiM 
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pkntifbl  Patagonia  may  hereafter  become  in  r^rd  to  flealiy 
dda  eastern  ooart  of  that  extensive  oonntrv  fleems  very  defec- 
tive in  regard  to  fresh  water;  fer  as  the  hud  is  generally  of 
a  mtroos  and  saline  natare,  the  ponds  and  streams  are  fre- 
Menthr  brackish.  However,  as  good  water  has  been  founds 
nongn  in  small  qnandties,  it  is  not  improbable  but  this  in* 
BonrenieBce  may  be  removed,  on  a  farther  search. 
'  ^Riere  are  also  in  all' parts  of  this  country  a  good  number 
of  VicennaM^  w  Peruvian  sheep,  but  these,  by  reason  of  their 
iwifhiess,  are  very  difficultly  kflled.  On  the  eastern  coast, 
dio^  there  are  immense  quantities  of  seals,  and  a  vast  variety 
ef  aea-fi>wl,  among  which  the  most  i^ariuJ>le  are  the  pen- 

Eina.  These  are^  in  size  and  shape,  like  a  toose^  but  have 
9rt  stumps  like  fins  instead  of  win^  which  are  of  no  use 
Ito  them  except  when  in  the  water.  Tlieir  bills  are  narrow^ 
fike  Aat  of  the  albatross,  and  th^  stand  and  walk  quite  erects 
from  which  circumstance,  and  tneir  white  bellies.  Sir  John 
Ifarboroiigh  has  whimsically  likened  them  to  little  chlldrea 
^fmAm^  np  in  white  aprons. 

'  The^inmibitaBts  of  this  eastern  coast,  to  which  hitherto  I 
my  observations,  i^ear  to  be  but  few,  and  rardy 
morfe  than  two  or  three  of  them  been  seen  at  a  time  by 
any  ships  that  have  touched  here.  During  our  stay  at  Port 
St  Jolian  we  did  not  see  any.  Towards  Buenos  Ayres,  how- 
ever, they  are  sufficiently  numerous,  and  are  very  trouble- 
some to  the  Spaniards :  But  there  the  greater  breadth  and 
variety  of  the  country,  and  a  milder  climate,  yield  them 
greater  conveniences.  In  that  part  the  continent  is  between 
nree  and  ibur  hundred  leagues  in  breadth,  while  at  Port  St 
Julian  it  is  little  more  than  one  hundred.  I  conceive,  there- 
fiitje.  that  the  same  Indians  who  frequent  the  western  coast 
of  Patagonia,  and  the  northern  shore  <^  the  Straits  of  Bfa- 
gdlaa,  often  ramble  to  this  eastern  side.  As  the  Indiana 
Mar  Buenos  Ayres  are  more  numerous  than  those  fiurther 
aontfa,  they  also  greatly  excel  them  in  spirit  and  activity, 
and  seem  nearly  allied  in  their  manners  to  the  gallant  Chi- 
lese  Indians,  [Araucaniaiis]  who  have  long  set  the  whole 
fl^ianidi  power  at  defiance,  have  often  ravagol  their  country, 
and  remain  to  this  hour  independent.  The  Indians  about 
Boenos  Ayres  have  learned  to  be  excellent  horsemen,  and 
are  extremely  expert  in  the  management  of  all  cutting  wea* 
pons,  though  ignorant  of  fire-arms,  which  the  Spaniards  are 
csceeding^y  jQUdUHis  to  keep  from  them.  Of  the  vigour  and 

resolution 
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refolntion  of  these  Indiani,  the  bdiavioBr  of  Onilnwft 
hit  folbwcn,  formerly  mentioned,  if  a  memorable  initiMik  : 
Thif  much  may  suffice  resi)ecting  the  eastern  ooasfeqflltr 
tagonia.  The  western  coast  is  of  less  extent ;  andf  lif  Mi 
000  of  the  Andes  which  skirt  it,  and  stretch  i|aile  dovjalB 
die  sea  sidet  the  shore  is  very  rocky  and  dangerovs.  ilal 
diall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  take  fitrther  notipa  qf  JM 
coast,  I  shall  not  enlarge  any  fiurther  respectiDg  it  isi  tts 
place,  but  shall  conduae  this  account  with  a  short  desotoi 
tion  of  the  harbour  of  St  Julian,  the  general  fom  ofwU&k 
may  be  conceived  from  the  annexed  sketch.  It  mnst  ~ 
ever  be  noticed,  that  the  bar  there  marked  at  the  em 
has  many  holes  in  it,  and'  is  often  shifting.  The  tide 
here  N.  and  S.  and  at  fiiU  and  change  rises  four  M 
Chi  our  first  arrival,  an  officer  was  sent  on  shore  to  the 


pond  mariced  D.  in  the  sketch,  in  order  to  procare  a-oiMi 
tity  of  salt  for  the  use  of  the  squadron ;  for  Sir  JohalfaM 
borough  had  observed,  when  he  was  her^  that  the 
veiy  white  and  good,  and  that  in  February  th^re  waa 
to  have  kmded  a  thousand  ships.  But  our  officer 
with  a  sample  which  was  very  bad,  and  said  that  even  of  Ab 
very  little  was  to  be  had:  I  suppose  the  weather  had  hstt 
more  rainy  this  year  tlum  ordinary,  and  had  deslnijed  lli 
salt,  or  prevented  its  fermentation* 


SacTioN  VII. 

Departure  from  the  Bay  of  Si  Julimf  and  Pa$§age/rom  tkmm 

to  the  Straiii  of  Le  Mairem 

The  Tryal  being  nearly  refitted,  which  was  our  pi^mifk 
occupation  at  this  bay,  and  sole  occasion  of  our  sCn  lli 
commodore  thought  it  necessary  to  fix  the  plan  of  his  !■! 
operations,  as  wc  were  now  directly  bouna  for  the  SaA 
Seas  and  tlic enemy's  coasts;  and  tliereibre,  on  the  Mth  Kfe 
bruary,  a  signal  was  made  for  all  captains,  and  a  cohboI  rf 
war  was  lield  on  board  the  Centurion.  There  were  jMHlt 
on  this  occasion  the  Honourable  Edward  Lcg^  Gaptriia 
Matthew  Mitchell,  the  Honourable  George  Murrajt  " 
David  Cheap,  and  Colonel  Mordaunt  Cracheroda^ 
mander  of  the  landrforces.  At  this  council,  it  waa  pni| 
by  Commodore  Anaooi  that  their  first  attempt^  after 
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m  the  South  Seas,  should  be  sffimnt  the  town  andhar- 
of  Baldivia,  the  principal  frontier  place  in  the  south  of 
,  informing  them,  as  an  inclucement  for  this  entcrprize^ 
it  formed  part  of  his  majesty's  instructions  to  endeavour 
mre  some  port  in  the  South  Seas  where  the  ships  of  the 
Iron  might  be  careened  and  refitted.  The  council  rea- 
md  unanimously  agreed  to  this  proposal;  and,  in  oon^ 
ffice  of  this  resolution,  new  instructions  were  issued  to 
■ptains,  by  which,  though  still  directed,  in  cas6  of  se- 
ion,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  island  of  So- 

they  were  only  to  cruize  off  that  island  for  ten  days ; 
whence,  if  not  then  joined  by  the  commodore,  they  were 
oceed  off  Baldivia,  making  the  land  between  the  latitudes 
^  and  40^  30'  S,  and  taking  care  to  keep  to  the  south* 

of  the  port.  If  not  there  joined  in  fourteen  days  by 
est  of  the  squadron,  they  were  then  to  direct  their  course 
le  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  ;  afler  which  th^  were  to 
ate  their  farther  proceedings  by  the  former  orders  given 
;t  St  Catharines.  The  same  orders  were  also  given  to 
naster  of  the  Anna  pink,  who  was  enjoined  to  answer 
)bey  the  signals  made  by  any  ship  of  the  squadron,  iir 
ice  of  the  commodore ;  and,  if  he  should  be  so  unibr- 
te  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  was  direct- 
»  destroy  his  orders  and  papers  with  the  utmost  care. 
wise^  as  the  separation  of  the  squadron  might  prove 
ly  prejudicial  to  the  service^  each  captain  was  oniered 
ve  it  in  charge  to  the  respective  officers  of  the  watch,  on 
xrasions,  never  to  keep  their  respective  ships  at  a  greater 
nee  from  the  Centurion  than  two  milelB,  as  they  should 
er  at  their  peril ;  and  if  any  captain  should  find  his  ship 
nd  the  specified  distance^  he  was  to  acquaint  the  corn- 
ore  with  the  name  of  the  officer  who  thus  neglected  bis 

bese  necessary  regulations  established,  and  the  repairs  of 
Fryal  sloop  completed,  the  squadron  weighed  from  Port 
iilians  on  Friday  the  27th  February,  1741,  at  seven  in 
noming,  and  stood  to  sea.  The  Gloucester  found  such 
nilty  in  endeavouring  to  purchase  her  anchor,  that  she 
[efi  a  great  way  astern,  so  that  we  fired  several  guns  in 
light  as  sisals  for  her  to  make  more  sail :  But  she  did 
rejoin  us  till  next  morning,  when  we  learnt  that  she  had 
obliged  to  cut  her  cable,  leaving  her  best  bower  anchor 
sd.  At  ten  in  the  moming  of  ihi  28tb,  Wood's  Mount, 

the 
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the  high  land  over  Port  St  Julian*  bore  from  ub  N.  by  W* 
distant  ten  leagues^  and  we  had  fifty-two  fiithonu  water. 
Standing  now  to  the  southward,  we  had  great  eipectatiopi 
€i  falling  in  with  the  Spanish  squadron  under  Pizanro  i  m^ 
during  our  stay  at  Port  St  Julian,  there  had  generally  ham 
hard  gsles  between  W.N.  W.  and  S.  W.  so  that  we  had  imp 
Bon  to  conclude  that  squadron  had  gabed  no  ground  npoa 
118  in  that  intetvaL  Indeed,  it  was  the  prospiect  of  maetii^ 
them  that  had  occasioned  our  coromoidorc  to  be  so  very  soh- 
cilous  to  prevent  the  separation  of  our  ships ;  Sar,  bid  bs 
been  solely  intent  on  getting  round  Cape  Horn  in  the  short- 
est time,  tne  most  proper  method  for  this  puipose  would  hire 
been,  to  order  each  ship  to  moke  the  best  of  her  way  to  tht 
rendezvous,  without  waiting  for  the  rest. 

From  the  time  of  leaving  Port  St  Julian  to  the  4th  Maicb^ 
We  had  little  wind,  with  tnick  hazy  weather  and  some  rain, 
smd  our  sounding  were  generally  from  forty  to  fifty  fathom^ 
with  a  bottom  ofblack  and  cray  sand,  sometimes  mixed  with 
pebble  stones.  On  the  4tfa  lilarch  we  were  in  sight  of  Cqpe 
Virgin  Mary,  and  not  more  than  six  or  seven  leagues  distant) 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  eastern  entrance  of  the  Strsiti 
of  Magellan,  in  lat.  52'' ^V  S.  long.  71^  W  W.  from  Los- 
don.*  it  seemed  a  low  flat  land,  ending  in  a  point*  Off  this 
cape  the  depth  of  water  was  from  tliirty-five  to  forty-^^ 
fiitnoms.  The  afternoon  of  this  day  was  bright  ana  dear» 
with  small  breezes  of  wind,  inclining  to  a  calm ;  and  most  of 
the  capt^ns  took  the  opportunity  of  this  fine  weather  to  viiit 
the  commodore.  ^While  all  were  on  board  the  Centurion, 
they  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  sudden  flame  bursting  oat  in 
the  Gloucester,  followed  by  a  cloud  of  smoke ;  but  were  soon 
relieved  of  their  apprehensions,  by  receiving  information  thst 
the  blast  had  been  occasioned  by  a  spark  of  fire  from  the 
forge  lighting  on  some  gun-powder^  and  other  combustibles 
which  an  ofiicer  was  preparing  for  use,  in  case  of  falling  in 
with  the  Spanish  squadron,  and  which  had  exploded  withont 
anydamagc  to  the  ship.  i 

We  here  found,  what  was  constantly  the  case  in  these  h^ 

soutbtfD 

»  The  longitude  of  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  is  only  67°  42*  W.  from  Gree»- 

^  By  the  draught  in  the  original,  omitted  here  for  substantial  naiOB> 
already  repeated^  stated,  the  coast  at  this  southern  extremity  of  Pil^ 
nia  is  lepresented  as  a  high  bluff  flat  on  the  top,  and  ending  abroptly  ft 
this  cap€,<»£. 
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Otathem  latltades,  th&t  fair  weather  was  alwayr of  exceeding^ 
J  short  Gontiiuiancei  and  that  wheit  remarkabhr  fine  it  was 
\  certain,  presii^  of  a  succeeding  storm :  For  the  cakn  and 
miBhine  of  this  afternoon  ended  in  a  roost  tnbulent  night  $ 
1m  wind  freshening  from  th6  S.  W.  as  the  night  came  on, 
nd  increasing  continoally  in  violence  till  nine  next  morning* 
]3i  then  blew  so  hard  that  we  were  forced  to  bring  to  wiut 
the  eqaadron,  and  to  continue  under  a  reefed  mizen  till  deven 
It  nighty  having  in  that  time  from  fbrtv-three  to'  fifty-seriea 
Suhoms  Water  on  black  sand  and  gravel ;  and,  by  anf  obsei> 
ration  we  had  at  noon,  we  concluded  that  a  current  bad  set 
Hi  twelve  miles  to  the  southward  of  our  rednming.   Toward 
midnight  the  wind  abated^  aUd  we  again  made  sail,  steering 
S.    In  the  morning  we  discovered  the  southern  land  beyond 
the  Straits  of  Magellan,  called  Terra  dd  Fu^o,  stretdiing 
Bc0m  &  by  W.  S.E.iE.    This  country  afforded  a  very  vxh 
■omfbrti^le  prospect^  appearing  of  stupendous  height,  every 
where  covered  with  snow,  and  Slewing  at  its  southern  cxtre^ 
mity  the  entrance  into  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire  at  Cape  St 
JXegp.*  We  steered  along  this  uncouth  and  ru^^  coast  all 
days  having  soundings  from  forty  to  fifty  fathoms,!  on  stones 
and  gravel. 

r  Intending  to  pass  through  the  struts  of  Le  Maire  ndx€ 
day»  we  lay  to  at  night  that  we  might  not  overshoot  them, 
and  took  Uiis  opportunityr  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the  tera^- 
pestuous  climate  in  wbicn  we  were  soon  to  be  engaged,  with 
which  view  we  were  employed  good  part  of  the  night  in  bend-^ 
ing  an  entire  new  suit  of  sails  to  the  yards.  At  four  next 
morning,  beifig  the  7th  of  March,  we  made  sail,  and  at  eight 
saw  land,  and  soon  after  b^an  to  open  the  sti^tsy  at  which 
time  Cape  St  Diego  bore  £s.£.  Gape  St  Vincent  S-E.^E. 
Ahb  middlemost  ofthe  Three  Brothera,  hills  so  caUed  on  Ter* 
n  del  Fuego  S.  by  W.  Mont^^rda^  a  high  land  up  the 
country  appearing  over  the  Three  Brothers,  S.  and  Cape  St 
Sarthok>mew,  the  southermost  point  of  Staten  Land,  E»SJ£j 
1  must  observe  here  that,  though  Frezier  has  given  a  very 
correct  view  of  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuogo  which  bordere 
on  these  straits  to  the  westwards,  he  has  omitted  the  draught 
of  Staten  Ltfid,  which  forms  the  opposite  shore  of  these  straits^ 

whenca 

3  The  Westdti  ud^of  the  entnUkoe  i4to  the  Stniit^  of  Le  Maire  u  foni*^ 
ed  by  the  Capes  of  St  Vincent  and  St  Diego;  the  former  io  lat.  A4°  SO^, 
'"    latter  in  54>  iO',  both  5.  «id  long.  CS*"  ^  W. 
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whence  we  fonmA  it  difficult  to  determine  foaiicAj  wiiere  Ai 
■tnits  lay  until  they  began  to  open  npon  oar  newi  ftal 
fance^  had  we  not  coaeted  a  oomiderable  way  dong  tiie  eboie 
of  Terra  del  Fuego^  we  miffbt  hafve  miBsedthe  atraili^  aii 
havejme  to  the  eastward  m  Staten  Lrand liiifim  ninnniintnl 
it  l«a  has  happened  to  many  shipB;  particolariy,  as  mii* 
tioned  by  Freaier,  to  the  Incarnation  and  Concord^  which^ 
intending  to  pasa  throtirii  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire^  were  dsl^ 
ceifvd  by  three  hills  on  Staten  Land,  and  some  creek%  Mb^ 
bKng  the  Three  Brothers  and  coves  of  Terra  dd  Fnego^  sa 
that  th^  overshot  the  straits. 

Though  Terra  del  Fuego  presented  an  aspect  exceeding 
barren  and  desolate,  yet  this  island  of  Staten  Land  fiv  saiv 
paics  it  in  the  wildness  and  horror  of  its  appearance^  seed- 
ing to  be  entirely  composed  of  inaccessible  roeks,  withont^ 
amallest  apparent  admixture  of  earth  or  mould,  upon  or  W 
tween  them.  These  rocks  terminate  in  a  vast  munbsr  ef 
ragged  points,  which  spire  up  to  a  prodigious  height  and 
are  all  covered  with  everlasting  snow ;  their  pointed  snmmils 
or  pinnacles  being  every  way  surrounded  by  fri^tfid  prsei* 
pices,  and  often  overhanging  in  a  most  astonishmg  mamer. 
The  hills  which  are  crowned  by  the  rugged  rocks,  are  gsM* 
nll^  separated  from  each  other  by  narrow  difts,  appearing 
aa  jf  the  country  had  been  frequently  rent  by  earthonakssi 
Snt  these  chasms  are  nearly  perpendicular,  and  extend  tknuig^ 
ihe  substance  of  the  main  rocks  almost  to  their  bases;  so  Aak 
nothing  can  be  imagined  more  savage  and  gloomy  than  ihe 
whole  aspect  of  this  coast 

Having  c^iened  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire  on  the  morning  ef 
the  7th  March,  as  before  mentioned,  the  Pearl  a»d  Tryali 
about  ten  o'ck)dc,  were  ordered  to  keep  ar-head  of  the  sqaa^ 
drcm  and  lead  the  way.  We  accordingly  entered  the  stndtft 
with  fikir  weather  and  a  brisk  gale,  and  were  hurried  throogli 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  in  about  two  hours,  though  they 
are  between  seven  and  eiffht  leagues  in  length.  As  these 
atraits  are  often  esteemed  me  boundary  between  the  AthuHie 
and  Pacific  oceans,  and  as  we  presumed  that  we  had  nothing 
now  before  us  but  an  open  sea,  till  we  should  arrive  Oft  the 
opulent  coasts  where  all  our  hopes  and  wishes  oenteredy^^ 
could  not  help  flattering  ourselves  that  the  greatest  difficnhj 
of  our  voyage  was  now  at  an  end^  and  that  our  most 
dreams  were  on  the  point  of  heSais  realised.  We 
onrschesi  therefore^  in  die  romantiG  imaginations 
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'  ''■tf'^""*  jr  MM  Krininni  of  J^  ^ 

AdUMtli  Forttboi^thsantwclicvmM 
irith  hiilT  itriilra.  thii  mnfMig  rf  ihii 
even  briOuumt  gsve  place  id  mnm  diM 
our  dc|ianiire  mm  EngkuicL    Th«i» 
fattmnir  dehanoMt  we  pMMd  tfaoee 

of  Um  drwdful  calamilici  cfacn  faipadiiip 
ID  buTA  npoQ  UB ;  ignonint  tlMt  dM  ■ 
when  oar  MpiDcfroii  wu  lo  be 
to  onhe ;  slid  that  thit  day  of  oar  paeiafla 
choerfui  day  tbat  the  greatest  part  of  Oi 
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kod  aoareely  rcacbod  tbe  eoudicfB  ettraoii^  of  dM 
of  Le  Maire^  when  oar  flatteruw  bopca  were 
to  Che  qyreheniioD  of  hamediate 
bdbre  the  itemnioet  ships  of  the  squodran 
of  tbo  Units,  the  serenity  of  tbe  sky  was  soddanly  ob» 
and  wie  observed  all  the  pweagm  of  an  ' 
Tbe  wind  presently  shifted  to  the  aoiilbwairdf 
BBch  violent  sqoails  tbat  we  had  to  hand  oar 
oar  Buin-sail ;  while  tbe  titles  which  bod  b&tMrto 
as^  turned  furioosly  adverse^  and  drove  us  ID  dw 
widi  prodigioos  rapidityt  so  that  we 
Ar  tbe  Wager  and  Anna  pink*  tbe  two 
fHiiiig  they  might  be  dashed  to  pieces  open  the  sbosa 
■  Lanid ;  nor  were  our  apprehensions  without  frumb 
oa  dMy  weathered  that  coast  with  the  ntmost  diffiod^. 
i  of  jmrsuing  our  intended  coarse  to  the  &  W.  ibe 
Ofsauon  was  now  drifted  to  the  eastwardf  by  thenoH 
of  the  storm  and  current ;  so  that  next  momny 
nearly  seven  kagucs  eastward  of  the  straiti^ 
%boia  from  us  N.W. 
■onof  tbe  current^  whidi  bad  set  os  with  so 
IIP  die  eastwaidy  logedier  with  tbe 

and 
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mnd  constancy  of  the  wcsterlv  wind^  ioon  tUn^t  w  to 

Mder  die  doubling  of  Cape  Horn  as  an  aileipme  that  a^^ 
mnre  too  mighty  for  all  our  efforts ;  thoogh  some 


Bad  so  latdy  treated  the  difficulties  which  former  yapmn 
mwe  said  to  have  encountered  in  this  undertaking  aa  JNi 
iMtter  than  chimerical  and  had  supposed  them  to  haveaiJNi 
fiom  timidity  and  unskilfulness^  rather  than  from  the  mi 
embarrassments  of  the  winds  and  seas.  But  we  were 
convinoedf  from  severe  experience,  that  these  cenaons 
nrii  md  ill  founded;  for  the  distresses  with  which  wesCn» 
1^  during  the  three  succeeding  months,  will  not  be  ma^ 
paralleled  m  the  relation  of  any  former  naval  eipeditiMi 
whidt^  I  doubt  not^  will  be  readily  allowed  by  ihoae  fit 
ahall  carefully  peruse  the  ensuing  narration.  .  «•: 

From  thb  storm,  which  came  on  before  we  wererwdlcllH 
of  the  straits  of  Le  Maire,  we  had  a  continual  successibarf 
guch  tempestuous  weather  as  surprised  the  oldest  and 
OKperienced  mariners  on  boards  and  obliged  them  to 
that  what  they  had  hitherto  called  storms  were  inconsidcidHr 
gales^  when  compared  ^ith  those  winds  we  m^  enconUtori; 
which  raised  such  short,  and  at  times  such  mountainsv 
waves,  as  greatlv  surpassed  in  danger  all  seas  known  inollff 
parts  of  the  globe,  and,  not  without  reason,  this  unusual^ 
peanoce  filled  us  with  continual  terror ;  for,  had  any  amd 
these  waves  broken  figdrly  over  us,  it  must  almoat  inenlri% 
liave  sent  us  instantly  to  the  bottom*  Neither  .did  we 
^th  terror  only :  for  the  ship,  roUing  incessantly  cuBf 
gave  us  sudi  quick  and  violent  jerking  motions,  that  the 
were  in  perpetual  dam^  of  being  uasbcd  to  pieoea  i^ 
the  decks  and  sides  of  the  ship ;  and,  thouffh  we  wen 
Ireraely  careful  to  secure  ourselves  against  these  ahoGk%-|^ 
grasping  some  fixed  body,  yet  many  of  our  people  wen  kh 
oed  from  their  holds,  some  of  whom  were  actual^  killedi  sai 
others  greatly  injured.  In  particular,  one  of  our  best  savMB 
was  canted  overboard  and  drowned ;  another  dislocatadlil 
neck;  a  third  was  thrown  down  tlie  main  hatchway  into  As 
hold  and  broke  his  thigh ;  one  of  our  boatswain*a  mates  hsrii 
his  collar-bone  twice ;  not  to  mention  many  other  similarsa* 
ddents. 

These  tempests,  so  dreadful  in  themselves^  though  Mi^ 
tended  by  any  other  unfavourable  circumstances,  were  fi 
rendered  more  mischievous  to  us  by  their  inequalityy  and  If 
the  deceitful  intervals  that  at  times  occurred;  for,  alihsy 


wmMf.  ST.  810Tb  VIII.     Citptdm  Jmmli^  ttS 


had  often  to  Iie*to  for  days  tdgecher  under  a  reefiad  miien^ 
■nd  were  frequently  reduced  to  drive  at  the  merqr  of  dM 
^vipdB  and  waves  under  bare  poles,  yet  now  and  then  wcf  vafri 
tared  to  make  sail  under  double-reefed  courses ;  and  ooctf^ 
nonafiy^'  the  'weather  proving  more  moderate^  were  perbapa 
encouraged  to  set  our  top-sails;  after  whidi,  without  any 
previous  notice^  the  wind  would  return  with  redoubled  ibrQ% 
and  would  in  an  instant  tear  our  sails  from  the  yards.  Aadf 
that  no  cutsumstance  mieht  be  wanting  which  could  figgn^ 
jrate  our  distress^  these  bmsts  generally  brought  with  themia 
t  quanti^  of  snow  and  sleet,  whidi  cased  our  ri| 
and  froze  our  sails,  rendering  them  and  our  ooi 
ihrktie  as  to  tear  and  snap  with  the  least  strain ;  _ 

thereby  great  difficulty  and  labour  to  the  working  of  the 
ibip^  benumbing  the  hands  and  limbs  of  our  people^  and  reti- 
donng  them  incapable  of  exerting  themselves  with  their  ao» 
CBStomed  activity,  and  even  disabling  many  of  them,  by  in* 
decing  mortification  of  their  toes  and  fingers.  It  were^  in- 
deedf  endless  to  enumerate  the  various  disasters  of  different 
]unda  which  befel  us,  and  I  shall  only  mention  the  most 
material,  which  will  sufficiently  evince  the  calamitous  condi*^ 
tioa  of  the  whole  squadron,  during  this  part  iX  our  navi- 
gatiffni 

1  Aa  already  observed^  it  Wfts  on  the  ?th  of  March  that  we 
paised  the  waits  of  lie  Maire,  and  were  immediately  afteiv 
trards  driven  to  the  eastwards,  by  a  violent  storm,  and  by 
Ae  force  of  the  current  setting  in  that  direction.  Durine 
Ae  four  or  five  succeeding  days,  we  had  hard  gales  of  wind 
£pom  the  same  western  quarter,  attended  by  a  most  prodi* 
gioua  swell ;  insomuch  that,  although  we  stood  aO  that  time 
towarda  the  S.  W.  we  had  no  reason  to  imagine  we  had  made 
any  way  to  the  westwards.  In  this  interval  we  had  frequent 
pqnalk  of  rain  and  snow,  and  shipped  great  quantities  of 
water.  After  this,  for  three  or  four  days,  though  the  sea  ran 
mountains  high,  yet  the  weather  was  rather  more  moderate; 
hot,  on  the  18tfa,  we  had  again  strong  gales  of  wind  with 
(BKoessive  cold,  and  at  midnight  the  main  top-sail  split,  and 
one  of  the  straps  of  the  main  dead-eyes  broke.  From  the 
18th  to  the  23d  the  weather  was  more  moderate,  thou^ 
often  ^lte^nixed  with  rain  and  sleet  and  some  hard  gales; 
buty  9A  the  waves  did  not  subside^  the  ship^  by  labouring  sore 
in  diia  lofty  sea,  became  so  loose  in  her  upper-works  that  she 
fet  in  water  at  every  seam^  so  that  every  part  of  her  withm 

boiaxd 
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board  WBB  omBtantly  tepond  to  the  aea-water,  tad  umd 
any  tfea  of  the  officers  ever  kiy  dry  in  their  bedt.  bd& 
hardly  did  two  nights  peas  without  many  of  them  beiBgMl 
fiom  their  beds  by  deluges  of  water. 

On  the  S9d  we  had  a  most  violent  storm  of  windi  hii^- 
nin,  widi  a  prodigious  sea;  and,  though  we  haadsA 
main^sail  before  the  heicht  of  the  squall,  yet  we  fumB 
yard  spring ;  and  socm  after,  in  consequence  of  the  fi 
of  die  main^sail  breaking,  the  main-sail  itsdf  split  i 
fafo  rags^  and  much  the  greater  part  of  it  was  Mown 
in  spite  of  every  endeavour  to  save  it.  On  this  the  a 
dore  made  the  signal  for  the  sauadron  to  bring  to ;  i 
Ihe  storm  lulled  into  a  calm,  we  had  an  opportunity  to 
Hie  main-yard,  and  set  the  carpenters  to  work  upon  1^  ^ 
we  also  repaired  our  rigging ;  after  which,  having  b^ 
new  main-sail,  we  got  again  under  way  with  a  modfl 
breeae.  But,  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  we  had  m^- 
9tarm,  still  more  fiirious  than  the  former,  whidi  bkw  atf 
feet  hurricane^  and  obliged  us  to  lie-to  under  bare  polcff 
0or  ship  kept  the  wind  better  than  any  of  the  rest,  we  " 
dbligea  in  tne  afternoon  to  wear,  in  order  to  join  thetf 
dron  to  leeward,  as  otherwise  we  had  been  in  danger  ofj 
ing  from  them  in  the  night.  On  this  occasion,  as  we  0 
set  ventare  to  shew  any  sail  to  the  gale^  we  had  (o  Mi 
expedient^  which  answered  the  purpose :  This  was  pofl 
Ihe  helm  a-weather  and  manning  the  fore-shrouds:  I 
lfaoiq[fa  this  answered  the  end  in  view,  yet  in  its  eiesii 
ene  of  our  ablest  seamen  was  canted  overboard.  Netil 
standing  the  prodigious  agitation  of  the  waves,  we  ooaU  f 
ceive  that  he  swam  very  vigorously,  yet  we  found  oanai 
to  our  excessive  concern,  incapable  cu  giving  him  the  m 
est  assistance;  and  were  the  more  ^ieved  at  his  aahl| 
ftte^  as  we  lost  sight  of  him  strugghng  with  the  waviib  > 
conceived  that  he  migh(  continue  long  sensible  of  the  iM 
of  his  irretrievable  situation. 

Before  this  storm  was  quite  abated,  we  found  dial  tw 
onr  main-shrouds  and  one  of  our  mizen-shrouda  were  bed 
all  of  which  we  knotted  and  replaced  immediately,  h 
this  we  had  an  interval  of  three  or  four  days  less  tenipi 
0US  than  usual,  but  accompanied  by  so  thick  a  tog^  thai 
had  to  fire  guns  almost  every  half  hour  to  keq>  our  ^qni 
tooedier.  On  the  91st  we  were  alarmed  by  a  gun  mm 
Gkmoeeler»  and  a  signal  to  speak  the  comniodore.    We 
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dy  bore  down  (xvfaer,  pr^ared  to  learn  some  tenribla 
%  of  which  we  were  appnsed  before  we  came  down^ 
m  that  her  main-yard  was  broken  in  the  tlings.  lUs 
;rievou8  misfortune  to  ub  all,  at  thia  juicture^  as  it  wa» 
that  it  must  prove  a  hinderance  to  cmr  sailing  and 
detain  us  the  longer  in  these  inhospitable  latitudea* 
ture  safety  and  success  was  not  to  be  promoted  bf 

gf  but  by  resolution  and  activity ;  and  therefore^  thai 
appy  incident  might  delay  us  as  diort  as  posubl% 
imodore  ordered  several  carpenters  to  be  put  on  boar4> 
^ucester  from  the  other  ships  of  the  squadron^  in  oideit 
kir  her  damage  with  the  utmost  expedition.  At  thit 
K)^  the  captain  of  the  Trval  represented  that  his  pumpi^ 
It  bad,  and  his  ship  maae  so  much  water^.  that  he  waa 
f  able  to  keep  her  free;  wherefore  the  commodaro 
ihim  a  pump,  ready  fitted,  from  the  Caiturion.  If^ 
ry  fortunate^  both  for  the  Gloucester  and  Tiyal,  thafe 
itber  proved  more  favourable  that  day,  than  n>r  numj^ 
etb  before  and  after ;  since  by  this  means  they  wee% 
i  to  receive  the  assistance  which  seemed  so  essaitiid 
»r  preservation^  and  which  they  could  scarcely  have 
«d  at  any  other  time^  as  it  would  have  been  extreme)^ 
ous  to  have  ventured  a  boat  on  board, 
t  day,  being  the  1st  of  April,  the  weather  returned  b> 
tomary  bias ;  the  sky  looking  dark  and  gloomyi  and 
id  b^iuning  to  freshen  and  to  blow  in  squalla ;  yet  it 
t  so  boisterous  as  to  prevent  us  carrying  our  topnuula 
eefed,  but  its  appearance  evidently  prognosticated  thafe 
more  severe  tempest  was  at  hand.  Accordinglyi  oa 
of  April,  there  came  on  a  storm,  which,  both  in  ita^ 
e  and  duration,  for  it  lasted  three  days,  exceeded  alL 
I  hitherto  experienced.  In  its  first  onset,  we  received 
us  shock  from  a  sea,  which  broke  upon  our  larboard 
*,  where  it  stove  in  the  quarter  gallery,  and  rushed 
e  ship  like  a  deluge.  Our  rigging  suffered  also  ez«- 
f  from  the  blow ;  amoi^  the  rest,  one  of  the  straps  of 
\kk  dead-eyes  was  broken,  as  were  likewise  a  maixi 
and  a  puttock  shroud;  so  that,  to  ease  the  stress  upoa 
sta  and  shrouds,  we  had  to  lower  both  our  main  and 
rds,  and  to  furl  all  our  sails.  We  lay  in  this  postur^^ 
ee  days,  when,  the  storm  somewhat  abating  we  ven-i 
o  make  sail  under  our  courses  <mly.  Even  mia  would 
ail  us  kng;  for  next  days  being  the  7tb|  w;^  bad  an-^ 

other 
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ether  lisrd  gak^  aooompftiiied  with  lightniDg  and  niii,  ividfll 
•Uiged  m  to  He-to  all  night 

It  was  reaDy  wonderfuiy  notwithstanding  the  sefere  wea* 
Aer  we  endaKd,  that  no  extraordinary  accident  had  lUf» 
panied  to  any  of  the  squadron  since  the  Gloucester  bndke  het 
nain-yard.  But  this  good  fortune  now  no  longer  atCeodeA 
tm;  for,  at  three  next  morning,  several  gone  were  fired  tir 
leeward  as  signals  of  distress,  on  which  the  eomraodore  nHife 
the  signal  for  the  squadron  to  bring  to*.  At  di^-fcreak  im' 
law  the  Wager  a  considerable  way  to  leeward  of  any  of  tka 
cyther  diips,  and  soon  perceived  that  she  had  lost  her  miaeB- 
Biast^  and  main  tcpsail-yard.  We  immediately  bore  dowa- 
towards  her^  and  found  that  this  disaster  had  aris»  isnom 
die  badness  of  her  iron- work,  as  all  the  chain  plates  to  wimk' 
ward  had  given  way>  in  consequence  of  her  having  feldieda 
deep  roll.  This  accident  proved  the  more  unfertidute  fl^ 
Ae  Wager,  ats  her  captain  had  been  on  board  the  Gkwicertif 
ever  since  the  Slst  March,  and  the  weath^  was  iloir  too  i^ 
vere  to  permit  of  his  return.  Nor  was  the  Wager  the  od^ 
ship  in  the  squadron  that  suffered  in  this  tempest ;  toft  jsett 
day,  a  jrignal  of  distress  was  made  by  die  Anna  pinkf  and  tin 
speaking  her,  we  found  she  had  broken  her  ibrenstay  and  Ae 

Cmon  of  her  boltsprit,  and  was  in  no  small  danger  of  iB 
masts  coming  by  the  board;  so  that  the  whole  squadnia 
had  to  bear  awav  to  leeward  till  she  made  all  fest,  after  wliidi 
we  again  hauled  upon  a  wind. 

After  all  our  solicitude^  and  the  numerous  ills  of  efoy 
kind,  to  which  we  had  been  incessantly  exposed  for  near 
ibr^  days,  we  now  had  great  consolation  in  the  hope  dist 
^r  fatigues  were  drawing  to  a  dose,  and  that  we  shonld 
soon  arrive  in  a  more  hospitable  climate^  where  we  should  be 
amply  rewarded  for  all  our  past  toils  and  sufferings ;  for,  to-' 
i^a^  the  latter  end  of  March,  by  our  reckoning,  we  bad 
advanced  near  ten  degrees  to  the  west  c^  the  westenmnt 
point  of  Terra  del  Fuego ;  and^  as  this  allowance  was  doobk 
what  former  navigators  bad  thought  necessary  to  compeiK 
sate  the  drift  of  the  western  current,  we  esteemed  oonwlfBS 
to  be  well  advanced  within  the  limits  of  the  Soothenr Pacific^ 
and  had  been,  ever  since  then^  standing  to  the  northward^ 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  turbulence  of  the  weather 
and  our  frequent  disasters  would  permit.  On  the  ISlh  of 
April,  in  addition  to  our  before-mentioned  westings  we 

mily  one  degree  of  latitude  to  the  southward  of  toe 
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into  die  Straits  «r  IfagiDiBt  w  duU  «•  MIy 
piddl  in  a  vcnr  few  dajn  to  espcricaoe  the  crisbrlBd 
|riBqr<^Kkci^«rf>EcOo0Hi.  But  ihcw  wcra  onljr  (Mm 
■Uoh  wnred  to  render  onr  dinppointnient  more  tetrMeb 
Ok  An  mominif  of  the  lith,  between  two  and  thrae  o'docht 
the  wwther,  which  till  then  had  been  hoj,  fartnoateljcleM^ 
wk  npb  end  the  pink  made  a  lignal  for  Mdng  the  land  right 
~  I  andy  as  it  was  only  two  miles  distant*  we  wen  all 
the  most  dreadful  apprehensions  of  ronning  on  ihorat 
wUehi  had  either  the  wind  blown  from  its  usual  qaartas^ 
with  its  wonted  Tiolenoe,  or  had  not  the  moon  suddenlv  shono 
not  a  ship  of  the  whole  iquadron  could  poisiUy  have 
But  the  windy  which  iome  hours  before  blew  ia 
from  the  &\V.  had  fortunately  lifted  to  W.N.W. 
he  which  we  were  enabled  to  stand  to  the  luuthward,  and  to 
aer  onnelves  of  this  sudden  and  unexpected  danger^  aai 
fortunate  enough  by  noon  to  have  gained  an  uflbg  of 
^    twenty  leagues. 

%  Che  haitttde  of  this  hind  we  fell  in  with,  it  wm  sgrsed 
In^be  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego»  near  the  south-wcstcisi 
of  the  Straits  of  Magdhuit  described  in  Frexier^s  charts 
as  suppoicd  to  Iw  that  point  which  he  calls  Cape  Noir/ 
k  wna  indeed  wonderful  that  the  current  slioukl  have  driven 
to  the  eastward  widi  w  much  itrengtli,  for  the  whoio 
ran  oompuled  that  we  were  ten  degrees  to  the  wesS- 
of  this  land ;  so  Uiat  in  turninff,  by  our  rvckoniim^ 
nineteen  decrees  of  longitude,  we  had  not  in  reality  ad- 
"  half  that  distance :  And  now,  instead  of  having  oor 
and  anxieties  relieved  by  appruaching  a  warmer  cii« 
and  more  tranquil  seas,  we  were  forced  again  u>  steer- 
wards,  and  had  sgi^o  to  ooihbat  those  western  blaala 
bad  alreaily  so  often  terrified  us ;  and  this  too,  when 
greatly  enieebled  by  our  men  falling  sick  and  dying 
and  when  our  wpixiXM,  dejected  by  long  continuanoe 
sa  and  b}*  this  severe  disappointment,  were  now  mndh 
capable  of  supporting  us  through  the  various  diiBcnkies 
dangers,  which  we  could  not  but  look  for  in  this  new 
anhioos  undertaking.  Added  to  all  this,  we  were  son 
mofgeA  by  the  diminution  in  the  strength  of  the  sqna* 
%  for,  three  days  before  this,  we  had  fost  kiglit  of  the 

Severn 
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S0fem  and  PeaaEl  ia  the  momiiig^  aod^  thoa^  yn  tptmi 
mat  flbipt»  and  beat  about  for  then  for  lome  tuD%  He  wmm 
nw  than  more ;  whence  vie  lyprehended  diat  they  aha  haj 
iUra  in  wttfa  dib  hmd  in  the  mAt,  and  being  lev  tkwaiMi 
hf  the  wind  and  the  moon^  might  have  perished  by  rvnaajf 
OB  shore.  Full  of  diese  deqKmdinff  thoughta  and  i^lnamf 
Bvesages^  we  stood  away  to  the  SwW^  prepar^  by  o«r  hCi 
disappomtmenty  how  large  an  allowance  soever  wa  made  ii 
for  westing  for  the  drift  of  the  current  from  the  wastwar^ 
that  a»  m^t  still  find  it  insufficient  upon  a  lecond  trif& 


Sacnov  IX* 

ObierDaiiom  timd  Directiom  for  focilitaiing  the  Pomag/t  ef^ 
future  Nav^atar$  round  Cape  Horn.  > 

Taa  improper  season  of  the  year  in  which  we 
to  double  Cape  Horn,  and  to  which  is  to  be  immitod^tta 
bdbre-recited  disappointment,  in  falling  in  with  Teita  dd 
Euego,  when  we  reckoned  ourselves  above  an  hundred  leagjssi 
to  the  westward  of  that  coast,  and  consequently  wdl  advm* 
aed  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  which  we  were  necessitated  bf 
our  too  late  departure  from  England,  was  the  btal  souroecl 
all  the  misfortunes  we  afterwards  experienced.  For,  fima 
hence  proceeded  the  separation  of  our  diips,  the  destmcliaB 
of  so  many  of  our  people^  the  ruin  of  our  project  agaiBil 
Baldivia,  and  of ,  all  our  other  views  on  the  Spanish  selAh 
ments,  and  the  reduction  of  our  squadron,  firom  the  formidaff 
Ue  condition  in  which  it  passed  the  Straits  of  Le  Mairc^'la 
a  couple  of  shattered  haltmanned  cruizers  and  a  doop^  so 
exceedingly  disabled  that,  in  many  climates,  they  scaraely 
durst  have  put  to  sea.  To  prevent,  therefor^  aa  muchaa 
in  me  liesy  the  recurrence  of  similar  calamities  to  all  sUjpi 
bound  hereafter  to  the  South  Seas,  I  think  it  my  doty  to  m$ 
aert  in  this  place  such  observations  and  directions^ 
my  own  experience  and  reflection,  or  the  oonvi 
most  skUftil  navigators  on  board  the  squadron^  ooaUibnUb 
mtf  with,  as  to  me  most  eligible  manner  of  doubling  Apfe 

Horn,  whether  in  regard  to  the  season  of  the ^^ 

course  proper  to  be  steered,  or  the  places  of 
botb  on  the  eastem  and  western  sides  of  S(Hitli'4m 
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To  bcffin  with  Uie  proper  pbce  for  rrfrcihromt  M»  the 
Hem  SMie  of  Siiuih  America.  For  thu  porpotc  the  itknd 
Si  Catharineft  has  been  UMially  n-comnietKiod  bj  farmm 
and  CNi  tlieir  authoritv  we  put  in  tliere;  but  tW 
It  we  «peri<mccdp  and  the  tmall  tlore  of  rifreah 
we  could  procure  tlierc^  are  lufikient  rcatont  to  ran- 
•II  ihipt  very  cautiou*  in  future  how  they  trutt  to  tW 
jpfitinimiil  of  IlciD  Jote  Sylva  dc  Fax;  lor  thij  may  aiau* 
xdly  depend  »n  havinic  their  ttrciif^i,  cunditionv  anddetigna 
belrayeu  to  the  Spaiiiardi,  at  far  a^  the  knowleilf{e  thi*  go* 
iRemor  ran  procure  ot  these  particulars  may  enable  him.  As 
diia  treacherou!(  cniuluct  was  iniipireii  li}'  the  views  of  private 
gain,  in  the  illicit  coiniiierce  carrietl  on  to  the  river  l^te^ 
lather  than  by  niiy  ii.iiiir.il  idTection  kxrCween  the  Fortugucie 
and  Spaniardiiv  the  s:iiiie  iR-rtiiiy  may  |ierli.i}M  be  ex|)ecled 
moU  of  the  govcrnor!i  on  the  cr>a»l  ut'  Urn^ilv  since  theic 
inggling  enfra;;emeii{ii  are  doubt lei^  very  general  and  ex* 
Hive;  and,  tliou^li  the  pivcrnor^  theiiift'-lviHi  ^houlli  delesC 
fcithleM  a  proccdnrci  yet,  as  ships  are  piTprtnally  (Miaing 
one  or  other  of  the  Hra/iiian  |)ort»  to  tlic  llio  Flat% 
dbe  SpanianU  ctMilil  scarcely  liul  of  receivin*^  inteliigeoce,  br 
meantp  of  any  Uiiiii»h  iilii|Mi  iK-in^y  on  the  coast;  ancit 
^r  im|M.*rfect  sueh  inieili<ri>iice  nii^lit  In*,  it  might  prove 
inpirious  to  the  views  anil  interests  ul  crui/crs  thus  disco* 


Am  the  S|>anifih  trade  in  the  South  Seas  is  all  in  one  dirc^ 
from  north  to  siiuili,  or  the  direct  reverse,  with  veiy 
Sttledeviation  to  the  eastward  or  westward,  it  is  in  the  |iowur 
of  C»o  or  three  crui/er.n,  iiro|>erly  stationed  on  diffi?reot  parta 
of  dlis  track,  to  possess  themselveii  of  c*very  ship  that  puts  lo 
This,  however,  can  only  lie  the  case  so  long  as  they 
loe  concealed  from  the  neighbouring  coast;  for,  the 
It  that  an  enemy  is  known  to  be  in  these  seaa,  all  na- 
b  prohibitedt  and  all  cliaiicc  of  ca|)ture  is  conic- 
at  an  end  ;  as  the  Spaniards,  well  awnre  of  these 
to  an  enemy,  bcnd  expresses  all  along  the  coast, 
laty  a  general  embargo  on  all  trade ;  which  measure  they 
will  not  only  prevent  tlieir  vcsscb  from  being  taken, 
mit  soon  oblige  all  cruizers,  that  have  not  sufficient 
HMMth  to  attempt  their  setilemenLs  on  shore,  to  quit  these 
law  fir  want  of  provisions.  Hence  the  great  importance  of 
concealing  all  expeditions  of  this  kind  is  quite  evi- 
Md  hence  too  it  is  obvioua  bow  extremely  prejudicial 
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sach  infelligence  must  prove  ab  ibat  ts&tnmimicated  by*ihe 
*Portpg(kse  to  the  Spaniards  in  our  case^  in  ODnacjiqiftaMteiOf 
touching  at  the  ports  of  BrazQ.  Yet  it  wiH  (ofteh  Ib^iJ^ 
that'dilpb,  bound  beyond  Cape  Hom,  may  be  obliged  toUB 
there  for  \vt>od,  water,  and  other  refreshments ;  in  WMA 
dtte,  St  Catbakines  is  the  very  last  place  I  wonU  nfeOK' 
ttieni ;  both  because  die  )[>roper  finittnals  for  a  liVe  Jtockit 
if&^ii  as  hogs,  sheep,  tfnd  fowls,  srl^  not  to  be  procnred  dAl^ 
for  want  of  which  we  fotmd  oufeelves  gready  distrcasfaj^  ^ 
bug  reduced  to  live  almost  entirely  on  salt  pfbvilfidns ;  'Jttd 
because,  from  that  port  being  neaifer  the  Rio  Plata  4b 
many  others  of  the  Portuguese  settlements,  the  indnoeloMiil 
and  conveniences  for  betraying  us  to  the  Spuiiords  weMll> 
much  the  stronger.  The  place  I  Would  recommend  Ik  WSb 
Janeiro^  where  two  of  our  squadron  put  ir(,  after  8cipa3nHklU|; 
from  us  in  passing  Cape  Horn.  At  this  place,  lA  I  wasA^ 
formed  by  a  gentleman  on  board  one  of  these  shijpiy  Wr 
quantilir  of  hop  and  poultry  can  be  procured ;  and^itv 
more  d^tant  m>m  the  Rio  Plata,  the  difficulty  Of  ri«ilftta| 
intelligence  to  the  Spaniards  is  somewhat  increaMedf  Wn 
consequently  the  chance  of  continuing  there  undisowtnM^ 
flo  much  the  greater.  Other  measures,  which  may  effiMb* 
ally  obviate  all  these  embarrassments,  will  be  coniudefed  nm 
atiarge  hereafter. 

I  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  consider  of  the  pfOpC 
-measures  to  be  pursued  for  doubling  Cape  Horn :  Airid  hen^ 
I  think  I  am  sufficiently  authorize^  by  our  own  fatal  cxpf^ 
'lience,  and  by  a  careful  comparison  and  examination  df  thb 
•joum^  of  former  navigators,  to  give  the  following  ad^ics^ 
'which  6Ught  never,  in  prudence,  to  be  departed  from :  V/biA 
is,  That  all  ships  bound  to  the  South  Seas,  instead  of  pfls- 
ing  through  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  should  constantly  ^pift 
by  the  eastward  of  Staten-Land,  and  should  be  invarwljr 
bent  on  running  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  61®  or  62^  8.  bafiiR 
they  endeavour  to  stand  to  the  westwards;  and  ought dWB 
to  make  sure  of  a  sufficient  westing  in  or  about  that  wlitaBib 
before  commencing  a  northern  course.  But,  since  direbfSflV 
diatnetrically  opposite  to  these  have  been  formerly 'givsCD-ll^ 
other  writers^  it  is  incumbent  on  mc  to  produce' my  ^tealoriB 
for  each  part  of  this  maxim. 

First  dien,  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  to  theeutMld 
of  Staten«Land.  Those  who  have  attended  to  the  ride  IraiV 
in  passing  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  the  danger  we  were  itf'tf 
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I  drifM  opoo  Suico*L«iid  bjr  tht  ctirrml,  whm,  tlioiig)i 

iqipilj  •Ma^Md  beinic  drivco  oa  iborc^  we  vere  jcc  cu^ 

lo  tW  Milwanl  oT  that  ulaod :  tboicb  I  wjt  who  rifloct 

Us  and  the  like  acriifanti  which  have  happanarf  to  otbaf 

^  wiB  Miraly  oot  aitoeia  it  prudent  to  paM  throo^  thata 

m  aod  run  the  ritk  of  shipwreck,  and  find  thatnaalfa^ 

A  no  farther  to  the  wcrtward,  the  oolj  raaion  hithaito 

i  far  thia  practice^  than  thcj  mi^ht  have  baci^  in  the 

r  tiacb  bjr  a  more  aecure  navigation  in  an  open  aaa.  And 

^  to  the  directiont  I  have  given  lor  running  into  the 

ida  of  6r  or  M*  S.  boTore  any  endeavour  ia  hiade  to 

1  to  the  wcatward.    The  rcaiont  ibr  this  precept  are^ 

if  all  probabilitr,  the  violence  of  the  current  lettia^ 

,  the  westward  wiU  be  thereby  avoided,  and  the  weather 

pfwva  IcM  tempestuous  and  uncertain.  This  last  cincumr 

sa  we  eiperiaooad  most  remarkably  \  tor  after  we  bad 

pnatadly  fallen  in  with  the  laud  at  Cape  Nuiri  we  atooi| 

r  aowthward  to  get  clear  of  it ;  and  were  no  sooner  adr 

wA  jnlo  the  lat.  of  CO*  S.  or  upwards^  than  wc  mat  with 

k  (lacter  weather  and  smoother  water  tlaan  in  any  other 

fsf  ibis  whok  passage.    The  air  indeed  was  very  abam 

Qflfi^  and  we  had  stroi^  Bpi^  but  iitcy  were  etsMy  ana 

pp^  and  wc  had  at  the  same  lime  su^ishine  and  a  clear 

whereas  in  the  lower  latitudes,  the  wind  every  now  and 

iBtennitted,  as  it  were,  to  recover  new  strength,  fnd 

natumed  suddenly  in  the  most  violent  gusts»  tbreatcm- 

H  fBt^ry  blast  to  blow  away  our  niastt,  wnich  must  havf 

mi  our  inevitable  destruction. 

ipo^  that  the  currents  in  this  high  latitmle  would  be  cf 
li  Jam  efficacy  than  nearer  the  land,  seems  lo  lie  cnoqad 
Ippe  considerations :  That  all  currenu  ma  with  greater 
nea  near  the  shure  than  out  at  sea,  and  tliat  at  grea^ 
IIOB  from  tlie  land  they  arc  scarcely  perceptible.  The 
p  of  this  seems  sufficiendy  obvious  if  we  oonsidy  that 
tanc  currents,  in  all  probability,  are  produced  by  con- 
Ijadnds;  the  wind,  though  with  a  slow  and  impecceuti- 
■atiqiit  driving  a  large  body  of  water  continually  belurc 
l||db  beii^  accumubiicd  on  any  coart  that  it  mecu  with 
I JQNIB^  must  c«ca|>c  aking  the  shore  by  tlic  cndea\'ours 
p  fVfiwe  to  reduce  itself  to  the  level  of  tlie  rest  of  the 
B^  4^  is  likewise  reasiouabie  to  suppose,  tluit  those  vio* 
fpiri^  of  wind  which  we  experienced  near  the  share^ 
Uflilljjisnil  from  what  we  found  in  the  lat.  of^iO^  S.  mnl 
Ii4s  nay  be  owing  to  a  similar  cause ;  for  a  westerly 

wind 
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wind  almost  perpetually  prevails  in  the  southem  part  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  this  current  of  air  being  intenmpted  hj 
the  enormously  high  range  of  the  Andes,  and  by  the  moiiii- 
tains  on  Terra  del  Fuego,  which  together  bar  up  the  whole 
country  as  far  south  as  Cape  Horn,  a  part  only  of  the  wind 
can  force  its  way  over  the  top  of  these  prodigious  predpioeii 
while  the  rest  must  naturally  follow  the  direction  of  the  coast, 
and  must  range  down  the  land  to  the  southward,  and  sweep 
with  an  impetuous  and  irregular  blast  round  Cape  Honi} 
and  the  southermost  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  ^^thoot 
placing  too  much  reliance  on  these  speculations,  we  may 
assume^  I  believe,  as  incontestable  facts,  that  both  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  currents,  and  the  violence  of  the  western  galei^ 
are  less  sensible  in  lat.  61®  or  62^  S.  than  nearer  the  coasts 
of  Terra  del  Fuego. 

Though  satisfied,  both  from  our  own  experience  and  tbe 
relations  of  other  navigators,  of  the  importance  of  the  pre- 
cept here  insisted  on,  of  proceeding  to  lat  61°  or  62^  SL  be- 
fore any  endeavours  are  made  to  stand  to  the  westwards^ 
yet  I  would  also  advise  all  ships  hereafter  not  to  trust  so  tu 
to  this  management  as  to  neglect  another  most  essential 
maxim :  Which  is,  to  make  this  passage  in  the  height  of  the 
antarctic  summer^  or,  in  other  words,  in  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  January,  which  correspond  exactly  to  themcntbs 
of  June  and  July  in  our  northern  or  arctic  hemisphere:  and 
the  more  distant  the  time  of  passing  may  be  from  this  sea- 
son^ so  much  the  more  disastrous  the  passage  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  prove.  Indeed,  if  the  mere  violence  of 
the  western  winds  be  considered^  the  time  of  our  passage^ 
which  was  about  the  antarctic  autumnal  equinox,  was  per- 
haps the  most  favourable  period  of  the  whole  year.  But  uen 
it  must  be  considered  that  there  are,  independent  of  tbe 
winds,  many  other  inconveniences  to  be  apprehended  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  which  are  almost  insuperable.  For,  at  that 
season,  the  severity  of  the  cold,  and  the  shortness  of  the  dayi) 
would  render  it  Impracticable  to  run  so  far  to  the  southward 
as  is  here  recommended.  The  same  reasons  would  also  great- 
ly augment  the  danger  and  alarm  of  sailing,  at  that  seaiOD, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  unknown  shore,  dreadful  in  its 
appearance,  even  in  the  midst  of  summer,  and  would  render 
a  winter  navigation  on  this  coast,  beyond  all  others;^  WOA 
dismaying  and  terrible.  As  I  would,  therefore^  advise  al 
ships  to  make  their  passage,  if  possible^  in  December  and 

Januarjr 
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Jmmmrh  to  I  would  watii  ihcn  never  to  attonpC  doobling 
Cne  Honit  from  the  oottwaidt  after  the  mooth  of  Ifaidhi 
vhicb  a  equivalcnl  to  our  Augutu 

As  to  the  mnaining  oouMdenuioii,  in  regmrd  lo  tlie  mott 
pwper  piece  for  cniiaen  to  refit  at,  on  their  finl  arrival  in 
the  Sooth  Seal*  there  it  tcarcdy  any  choice,  the  iJand  of 
Jnan  Femandrs  being  the  only  place  that  can  be  pmdantFf 
reooauBcoded  for  tliat  purpoie.  For,  akbough  there  aro 
mam  porta  on  the  weMcrn  tide  of  Pataooniay  between  the 
Sbwita  of  Magellan,  one  of  which  I  thall  particularly  notice 
in  the  aequel,  in  which  thipe  may  ride  in  great  talUy,  and 
Bay  alio  recruit  their  wood  and  water,  and  procure  MNne 
far  refreihnienifl,  yet  that  coati  i«  in  iuelf  to  extremely  dan- 
Mouap  owing  to  iu  numerous  rock*  and  breakerii  and  to 
tte  violenoe  of  the  wcttcni  winds  which  blow  upon  it  oontf- 
BuallTf  that  it  it  by  no  meant  advisable  to  fall  in  with  that 
at  least  till  the  ruads  cluuinek,  and  anchoraget  ia 
part  of  it  have  been  accurately  sorvejrcd,  and  botli  tho 
porib  and  thelten  witli  which  it  aboundt  are  more  distinctly 

IkMIWU* 

Having  thus  given  the  best  directions  in  my  power,  for  the 
anoocas  of  our  cruixere  that  may  be  hereafter  bound  to  the 
Sooth  Seas,  it  might  be  expected  that  I  should  now  resume 
the  narrative  of  our  vojrage.  Yet  at,  both  in  ilie  preceding 
and  tobtequcnt  parti  of  this  work,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
only  to  recite  all  such  facta,  and  to  inculcate  tuch  niax- 
1  at  had  even  the  least  appearance  of  proving  beneficial 
to  fnCure  navigators,  and  ako  to  recommend  tuch  meaturea 
to  the  public  at  seemed  adapted  to  promote  the  tame  laud»» 
Ue  pnriiote^  I  cannot  desitt  from  the  present  tubject  with- 
ont  hesccching  those  persons  to  whom  the  conduct  of  our 
■ami  afiairs  is  confided,  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  many 
perplexities  and  embarrassments  with  which  the  navigation 
to  the  South  Sea  it  at  present  encumbered.  An  e&rt  of 
Ihk  kind  ooukl  not  lail  uf^ proving  highly  honourable  to  them* 
aaliti>  and  extremely  beneficial  to  their  country ;  for  it  ia 
MAdently  evident,  chat  whatever  improvements  navigation 
diall  receive,  eidicr  by  the  invention  of  methods  by  which  ita 
may  be  renilered  less  hazardous,  or  by  the  more 
delineation  of  the  roasts,  roads,  and  harbours  al- 
loady  known,  or  by  the  discovery  of  new  countries  and  na- 
if or  of  new  species  and  sources  of  commerce,  the  advan* 
thence  arising  mutt  ukimately  redound  to  the  emolu- 
ment 
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AM^nt «rf  Great  Britaf n«  Siftcftf  iu  oar  fleets  are  atpnmt 
iia|:ierk>r  to  UioK^  of  the  ^hote  world  utlited,  it  mint  be  a 
matchless  degree  of  supinenbts  or  meanness  of  apirit^  if  ne 
penkiit  uny  of  the  adraiitagea  deriveable  from  new  diaMtaP- 
ie^  t)r  frolB  a  mm-e  i^tbnded  nAyigatioD»  to  be  xwrubad 
froAi  xt9. 

Sifice  it  api^ea)^  horn  what  haa  been  already  aaid»  that  ai 
bur  fiitare  ei^)ieditiodB  to  the  South  Seas  must 
derabie  risk  of  proving  abortive,  while  we  reoHun 
lidcessity  of  touehing  al;  Brazil  in  our  peasage  tbiilierj  All 
discovery  of  some  place  more  to  the  southwanl,  wlMne  A^ 
iMght  refrest^  and  supply  diemaelves  with  the  nrrrnaaijr  an 
attkrk  for  tMeir  passage  r^ooud  Cape  Horn,  woald  nSe^em 
f&)iA  this  enba^assment,  abd  would  surely  be  a  nutter  ww^ 
thV  of  the  Bttcntiefn  of  the  public.  Neither  doea  thia 
difficult  to  be  eflfected,  as  we  already  have  an  iln[ 
knowledge  of  two  places^  which  might  perha|M  prbve^  oA^ 
'amination,  extremely  convenient  tor  Uiis  pui^poae.  Owsaf 
Uiesfe  is  Pepy's  Island,  in  the  latitude  of  47<'  &  attd  Jaid  daai 
by  Dr  Halley  about  eighty  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Oft 
Blanco,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia.'  The  other  ia  Fin- 
land's Islands,  in  lat  51''  SO'  S.*  nearfy  south  of  F&pf% 
Island. 

The  first  of  these  was  discovered  by  Captain  Cowky  Ja 
1685}  during  his  voyage  round  the  world,  and  is  rqwrcaented 
by  that  navigator  as  a  commodious  place  for  ships  to  weod 
'and  water  at^  being  provided  with  a  good  and  capaoions  bn^ 
ifouT,  where  a  thousand  sail  ofdiips  might  ride  at  andior  ia 
*great  safety,  being  also  the  resort  ij£  vast  numbers  of  famki 
'and 'as  its  bhores  consist  of  either  rocks  or  sands,  it  seems  lo 
'^[^Tomise  great  plenty  of  fish.  Falkland's  Islands  have  bM 
'aeeti  by  many  navigators^  both  French  and  English,  ft  ii 
laid  down  by  Frezier,  in  his  chart  of  the  extremity  of  Soodi 
-America,  under  the  name  of  the  New  Islands.  Woods  -Bch 
'gers,  who  ran  along  the  K.E.  coasts  of  these  islands  in  17<MI^ 


^  Isia  Grande,  supposed  to  be  the  Pepy's  Island  discovered  fay  Coalab 
ii  in  lat.  46^  34'  S.  and  is  placed  by  Mr  Dahymple  in  k>ng.  4^  40^  W. 
while  the  illustrious  navigator  Cook  makes  its  long.  35*  40^  W.  a  difhrtaOB 
of  longitude  of  no  less  tlran  eleven  degrees. 

^  The  centre  of  Falkland's  Islands  is  in  51'' 45'  S.  Jansen's  Isbnid^tlB 
most  north-westerly  of  th^  group,  or  the  SebaldineSt  is  in  a  1^; 
chene's  IslC|  the  most  southerly,  in  5S°  S. — £. 
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Hjjjri  t^jr  »t^id  about  two  dcjnrees  ia  lengthy'  and  appeared 
vi^  fgentl^  descents  from  hiU  to  hill,  seeming  to  be  good 
grounds  jntf  x^pened  with  wood^  and  not  destitute  of  liar- 
bonrs. 

r  father  qf  these  pliice^  being  islands  at  |i  consideraUe  dis- 
tance from  the  ooniinentj  ma^  be  si^pposed,  from  their  lati- 
tid^  to  \afi  situated  in  a  suffici^tljr  tempefate  climate.  They 
MB  botbf  it  is  tru^  too  little  ]uiown  a(  present  to  be  recom- 
Pleaded  as  the  fnost  eligible  pliK^f^  of  refreshment  fof  ships 
bmpd  to  the  South  Seas :  Bu^  if  the  admi^Jty  should  think 
pcqp^  to  order  them  to  be  survey^,  which  might  be  done 
^  4  very  spiall  expepce,  by  a  vesw  fitted  oiU  oq  purpose ; 
wd  %  on  exanfiifiation,  either  one  or  both  should  appear 
prpper  for  aervingthe  end  in  yiew,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
WiUDeive  bow  exceedingly  important  so  convenient  a  st^on 
fiJIgttt  prove,  so  fiqr  to  the  8on|hwardy  and  so  near  Cape 
iioln.  The  Duke  and  Dnch^  of  Bristol,  under  Woods 
BMers,  were  only  thirty-five  days  from  losing  sight  of  YtSkr, 
kma'p  Islands  to  their  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez,  in  the 
^ut)i  Sea ;  and,  as  the  return  back  is  much  facilitated  Ijiy 
the  Yestt^rn  wii|d>»  a  ^f^age  might  doubtless  be  made  frc^jii 
FnlUand's  {slands  to  Juan  Fernandez  and  back  again  iq 
little  piore  than  two  months.  Even  in  time  of  peace,  this 
g^too  might  be  of  great  consequence  to  the  nation;  and  in 
tlip>?  of  w^,  w;ould  render  us  masters  of  those  seas. 
.  A^  {dl  discoveries  of  this  kind,  though  extremely  honQU]r- 
able  to  those  who  direct  and  promote  uiem,  may  yet  be  our- 
rilfd  on  at  an  inconsiderable  expence^  since  small  vesseb  are 
VIMfch  the  most  proper  to  be  employ^  in  this  service^  it  were 
n^Atly  to  be  wished  that  the  whole  coasts  of  Patagoniat 
TiHTP  del  Fuq^  and  Staten-Land,  were  carefullv  surveyed^ 
aQ4  the  numerous  channels,  roads,  harbours,  and  islands,  in 
iriijch  they  abound,  accurately  examined,  described,  and  re- 
pre^eiUed.  This  might  open  to  us  vast  facilities  for  passing 
into  the  $outh  Seas,  such  as  hitherto  we  have  no  knowledge 
qf^  ^d  would  render  the  whole  of  that  southern  navigation 
greatly  more  secure  than  it  is  at  present :  Particularly  as 
exact  draughjts  of  the  western  coast  of  Patagonia,  from  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  to  the  Spanish  set^ments,  might  furnish 

us 
* 

^  The  west  eitfciuitj  of  this  group  is  in  icyne  6SP  W.  and  the  east  ex- 
trai^  in  50*  48r  W.  so  that  their  extent  is  S^lS^iadiffisKDceof  k»igi- 

tu(lc.--E. 


396  Early  Circumnavigaiions.      part  ii.  book  it. 

m  with  better  and  more  convenient  ports  tor  refreAmentf 
and  better  situated,  both  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  conn 
merce^  than  Juan  Fernandez,  as  being  above  a  fomight^f 
sail  nearer  to  Falkland's  Islands.. 

The  discovery  of  this  coast  was  formerly  thought  of  lo 
much  importance^   by  reason  of  its  neighbourhood  to  the 
Araucos  and  other  Indians  of  Chili,  who  are  generally  at 
war,  or  at  least  on  ill  terms,  with  the  Spaniards,  that,  in  the 
ireign  of  Charles  II.  Sir  John  Narborough  was  purpoself 
fit^  out  to. survey  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  the  neighbooN 
ihg  coast  of  Patagonia,  and  the  Spanish  ports  on  that  frco* 
tier,  with  directions,  if  possible,  to  procure  some  intercoune 
with  the  Chilese  Indians,  and  to  establish  a  comaieree  and 
lasting  correspondence  with  them.     His  majesty's  views,  m 
this  occasion,  were  not  solely  directed  to  the  advantage  ha 
might  hope  to  receive  from  an  alliance  with  these  savage^  id 
restraining  and  intimidating  the  king  of  Spain,  bat  he  evn 
concelvedT  independent  of  these  considerations,  that  an  ibh 
ixiediate  traffic  with  these  Indians  might  prove  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  nation ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  Chili,  at  ill 
first  discovery  by  the  Spaniards,  abounded  in  vast  quantities 
of  gold,  much  beyond  what  it  has  ever  produced  since  it 
came  into  their  possession.    Hence  it  has  been  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  richest  mines  are  carefully  concealed  by  the 
Indians,  as  well  knowing  that  their  discovery  would  excite 
in  the  Spaniards  a  greater  thirst  for  conquest  and  tyranny, 
and  would  render  their  own  independence  more  precarions. 
But,  in  regard  to  their  commerce  with  the  English,  could 
that  be  established,  these  reasons  would  no  longer  influence 
them ;  since  it  would  be  in  our  power  to  suppty  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  together  with  many  other 
convenior^ccs,  which  their  intercourse  with  the  Spaniards  has 
taught  them  to  relish.     They  would  then,  in  all  probability, 
open  their  mines,  and  gladly  embrace  a  traffic  of  such  mu- 
tual advantage  to  both  nations :  For  their  gold,  instead  of 
proving  an  incitement  to  enslave  them,  would  then  procure 
them  weapons  with  which  to  assert  their  liberty,  to  chastiie 
their  tyranny,  and  to  secure  themselves  for  ever  from  fiillintf 
under  the  Spanish  yoke;  while,  with  our  assistance,  and 
under  our  protection,  they  might  become  a  considerable  peo- 
ple, and  might  secure  to  us  that  wealth,  which  was  formerlf 
most  mischievously  lavished  by  the  house  of  Austria,  avd 
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ktely  by  the  house  of  Bourbon,  in  pursuit  of  universal  mo<* 
narch^. 

It  u  true^  that  Sir  John  Narborough  did  not  succeed  in 
opening  this  eommerce,  which  promised,  in  appearance,  sa 
many  advantages  to  the  nation  :  But  his  disappointment  was 
merely  accidental ;  and  his  transactions  on  that  coasts  besidea 
Ae  many  advantages  he  furnished  to  geography  and  naviga- 
tion, are  rather  an  encouragement  for  future  trials  of  mis 
kind,  than  any  objection  against  them.  His  principal  mis- 
Ibrtone  was  in  losing  a  small  blurk  that  accompanied  him, 
and  having  some  of  his  people  trepanned  at  Baldivia.  It 
even  appeared,  by  the  fears  and  precautions  of  the  Spa- 
matds,  that  they  were  fiiUy  convinced  of  the  practicability  of 
the  scheme  he  was  sent  to  execute^  and  were  extremely  alarm- 
ed with  apprehensions  for  its  consequences.  It  is  said  that 
Charles  II.  was  so  far  prepossessed  with  the  belief  of  the  ad-^ 
Vantages  that  might  redound  to  the  public  from  this  expe>- 
dition,  and  was  so  eager  to  be  informed  of  the  event,  on  re-^ 
oeiviiig  intelligence  of  Sir  John  Narborough  passing  through 
the  Down9  on  bis  return,  that  he  had  not  patience  to  wait  till 
his  arrival  at  court,  but  went  himself  in  his  barge  to  meet 
him  at  Gravesend. 

The  two  most  famous  charts  hitherto  published,  [t.  e.  in 
174<5^]  of  the  southern  parts  of  South  America^  are  those  of 
Dr  Halley,  in  his  General  Chart  of  the  Magnetic  Variation, 
and  of  Frezier,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas.  Besidea 
theses  there  is  a  chart  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  some 
parts  of  the  adjacent  coast,  by  Sir  John  Narborough,  which 
is  doubtless  innnitely  more  exact  in  that  part  than  Frezier's, 
and  even  in  some  parts  superior  to  Halley's,  particularly  in 
ri^[ard  to  the  longitudes  of  di£Perent  places  in  these  straits. 
We  were  in  some  measure  capable  of  correcting^  by  our  own 
observations,  the  coast  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Terra  del  Fuego^ 
and  thence  to  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire^  as  we  ranged  along 
that  coast,  generally  in  si^ht  of  land.  The  position  of  the 
land  to  the  northward  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  on  the 
western  side  of  Patagonia,  is  doubtless  laid  uown  very  im- 
perfectly in  our  charts;  and  yet  I  believe  it  to  be  much 
nearer  the  truth  than  any  hitherto  published;  as  it  was 
drawn  from  the  information  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Wa- 
ger, which  was  shipwrecked  on  that  coast ;  and  as  it  pretty 
Kiearly  agrees  with  what  I  have  seen  in  some  Spanish  manu- 
scripts.   The  channel,  called  Whale  Sound,  dividing  Terra 

del 
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del  Fudges  towards  the  Vf  starn  ^treipity  of  the  Stniiti  of 
Mafi^lan,  was  represented  by  Frezier;   but  Sir  Fr«i>ci| 
Dnike^  who  fir^t  discovered  CSftpe  Horn^  and  th9  soutb-isest 
parts  of  Terra  del  Fuego^  obserred  that  the  whole  ceast  unss 
iod^tedby  a  great  number  of  inlets,  all  of  which  be  oonceifed 
to  oonununicate  with  the  Straits  of  Magellan :  And  I  do  not 
doubt,  when  this  country  shall  be  thoroughly  eximi^edf  thst 
this  conjecture  will  be  verified,  and  that  Term  del  Vu^ 
vrill  be  round  to  consist  of  several  islands. 
.   I  must  not  omit  warning  nU  future  navimton  «gaiD8ft  » 
llying  on  the  Icmgitude  of  the  Straits  of  Le  lifaure^  Qr  of  fv^j 
pgrt  of  that  coasts  as  laid  down  by  Freziar;  the  whflte  benMf 
firom  eight  to  ten  degrees  too  fiur  to  the  eastwanli  if  imj.Am 
can  be  given  to  the  concurrent  evidences  of  a  gre9t  Bonte 
of  journals,  verified,  in  some  particulars,  by  a^troiumiQil 
observations.     For  instance,  Sir  John  Narbpromh  pliM 
C^pe  Vii|;in  Mary  in  IcMig.  65*  42'  W.  from  the  Dsaidb  ov 
dbout  7 1^  2(/  finom  Loncuin.    The  ships  of  oar  aquadvPI^ 
taking  their  departure  from  St  Catharines,  where  the  Ifih 
ll^tude  was  rectified  by  an  observation  of  an  eclipse  aS  dis 
yioon,  found  Cape  Virgin  Mary  to  be  from  70^  15*  to  78?  M/ 
W.  from  London,  according  to  their  difierent  reduxuii^] 
ai)d^  as  there  were  no  circumstances  in  our  run  that  oonld 
Tender  it  considerably  erroneous,  it  cannot  be  estimatecl  ja 
kss  than  71®  W.  from  London  ;^  whereas  Frezier  malqes  it 
only  66®  W.  from  Paris,  which  is  little  more  tlum  QS^  (torn 
London.    Again,  our  squadron  found  the  difference  of  W 

Situde  between  Cape  Virgin  Mary  and  the  Straits  of  le 
f  aire  to  be  not  more  than  2*  SO',  while  Frezier  makes  the 
difference  nearly  4®,^  by  which  he  enlarged  the  coai^  fion 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  the  Straits  of  Le  Midre,  to  ussr 
double  its  real  extent.^ 

SEcnov 

.   ♦  Only  67®  40'  W.  from  Greenwich.— E. 

^  The  Straits  of  Le  Maire  are  in  long.  65''  30'  W.  so  that  the  i^ifeiwM* 
is  2°  lO'. 

^  Some  fkrther  critica]  observations  on  the  ^reographtcal  positioii^  ■ 
laid  down  by  Frezier,  Sir  John  Narbonjugh,  and  Dr  Halley,  are  bat  i  ~ 
ted,  as  tending  to  no  use  or  information ;  these  thii^  having  beip 
ascertained  with  much  more  accuracy. — £• 


fiMTlMf  X« 

C&mmfmm  Oipe  Noir  !•  ike  IdamiafJmm  ArMMfa. 


Amm  the  SMrtlfyiDg  dhippointawBt  of  fidiing  in  with 
ri»  coMl  oT  Terra  del  Fm||0,  ec  Ce|)e  Noir,  wImb  we  rack- 
I  ooriehM  un  dturtwe  to  the  wmtbrnrntd  of  it«  ei  fameile 
lioMd  to  have  bappeaed  oo  die  14th  of  April,  «e  elood 
iy  to  the  &  W.  till  the  ttd  of  that  nonlh,  when  wo  wvm 
hi  wpwonb  of  6(r  &  omI,  bjr  our  reckonion^  fi*  wertoiih  of 
Chpe  Noir.  In  this  mn,  we  hod  a  feriat  of  at  bwunMa 
'  or  at  oooU  well  be  expected  hi  that  part  of  the  worid, 
in  a  better  eeatan  of  the  year;  to  diac  this  Jntartal^ 
aeide  oar  diMpiietodct  on  variout  ecconnt^  was  by 
noit  eligible  of  aojr  wo  had  eofoyed 
die  flUaila  of  Le  liaire.  1  bit  moderate  wood 
«lih  IMe  trariation,  ull  the  cvenfai|{  of  the  Mlh,  when  the 
wind  began  to  blow  fmh.  am!  innn  inrrnaifiri  in  a  nnMliaiooi 
Wtmwu  Abont  midnight,  the  weather  being  veij  thicf^  wo 
fawt  Hght  of  the  other  ship  of  the  Miuadron,  which  had  hi* 
Mmrlolaept  ui  company,  notwithitanoing  the  riolcnce  of  the 
paeadiag  itorini.  Neither  wm  thi«  our  lole  niiaibrtuiieb  far 
momini^  while  endearouring  to  hand  the  top^aiU,  the 
and  bmt-lineB  brakes  and  the  dieeu  being  half 
rerY  team  in  the  top-eaik  was  tocm  split  from  top  to 
hmoaa.  Ihe  main  lop-mu  shook  so  vioiendy  in  the  wumL 
that  h  oarried  away  the  top  hmthom,  and  even  endanaefad 
ihi  hid  of  the  mast.  At  length,  however,  some  of  the  boM- 
Wt  of  oar  asen  ventured  npim  the  yard,  and  cut  the  sail 
Mn^obse  to  the  reefi^  with  the  utmost  haaard  of  their  livaSb 
Ac  jboeame  time,  the  lore  top-sail  beat  abcmt  the  rard  with 
aojnaeh  fury,  that  it  was  soon  blown  to  pieces.  The  main- 
bfew  loose»  which  obliged  ns  to  lower  down  the  yasd 
^  the  sail ;  and  the  fiifw-yard  also  being  lowcivd,  we 
isy  to  aader  a  miien.  Id  diis  storm,  besides  die  lorn  of  our 
tapanils,  we  had  much  of  our  riggina  broken,  and  lost  a 
Mfeia  stodding^sail  boom  out  of  the  chains. 

The  weather  became  more  moderate  on  the  25th  at  nooa^ 
whidi  enabled  ns  to  sway  up  our  yards,  and  lo  repair  onr 
^atlsrsd  rigging  in  the  best  manner  we  could ;  but  still  wc 
had  no  sight  of  the  rest  of  our  squadnm,  neither  did  ainr  of 

them 
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them  rejoin  us  till  after  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez ;  nor^ 
as  we  afterwards  learnt,  did  any  two  of  them  continue  in 
company  together.  This  total,  and  -almost  instantaneous  se- 
paration was  the  more  wonderfiil^  as  we  had  hitherto  kept 
together  for  seven  weeks,  through  all  the  reiterated  tempesti 
of  this  turbulent  climate.  It  must  be  owned,  indeed,  that  we 
had  hence  room,  to  expect  we  might  make  our  passage  in  a 
shorter  time  than  if  we  had  continued  together,  because  we 
could  now  make  the  best  of  our  way,  without  being  retarded 
by  the  misfortunes  of  the  other  ships ;  but  then  we  had  the 
melancholy  reflection,  that  we  were  thereby  deprived  of  the 
assistance  of  others,  and  our  safety  depended  solely  on  oar 
single  ship ;  so  that,  if  a  plank  started^  or  any  other  import- 
ant accident  occurred,  we  must  all  irrecoverably  perish.  Qti 
should  we  happen  to  be  driven  on  shore,  we  had  the  unconi- 
fcrtable  prospect  of  ending  our  days  on  some  desolate  coastp 
without  any  reasonable  hope  of  ever  getting  off  again ;  where- 
as, with  another  ship  in  company,  all  these  calamities  are 
miich  less  formidable^  as  in  every  kind  of  danger  there  would 
always  be  some  probability  that  one  ship  at  least  might  escape^ 
and  be  capable  of  preserving  or  relieving  the  crew  of  the 
other. 

During  the  remainder  of  April,  we  had  generally  hard 
gales,  though  every  day,  since  the  22d,  edging  to  the  north- 
ward.    On  the  last  day  of  the  month,  however,  we  flattered 
ourselves  with  the  expectation  of  soon  terminating  our  suf? 
ferings^  as  we  then  found  ourselves  in  lat.  52^  IS'  S.  which, 
being  to  the  northward  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  we  were 
now  assured  that  wc  had  completed  our  passage,  and  were 
arrived  on  the  confines  of  the  South  Sea:   And,  as  this 
ocean  is  denominated  the  Pacific^  from  the  equability  of  the 
seasons  said  to  prevail  there,  and  the  facility  and  security 
with  which  navigation  is  there  carried  on,  we  doubted  not 
that  we  should  be  speedily  cheered  with  the  moderate  gales, 
the  smooth  water,  and  the  temperate  air^  for  which  that 
portion  of  the  globe  is  so  renowned.   Under  the  influence  of 
these  pleasing  circumstances,  we  hoped  to  experience  SOToe 
compensation  for  the  complicated  sufferings^  which  had  so 
constantly  beset  us  for  the  last  eight  weeks.    Yet  here  wc 
were  again  miserably  disappointed ;  for,  in  the  succeeding 
month  of  May,  our  sufferings  rose  even  to  a  much  hi^er 
pitch  than  they  had  ever  vet  done^  whether  we  oonsider^  Urn 
violence  of.  the  storms^  the  diattering  of  our  aaib  and  inifr 
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E,  or  the  diminiition  and  wcakming  of  oar  crew  by 
bfl  and  lickncMi  and  the  even  threatening  protpcctof 
oar  otter  dcttniction.  All  thU  will  be  sufficiently  evidentt 
ten  the  following  circumitantial  recital  of  our  diverufiad 
aUbrtunet. 

Soon  after  we  bad  paiaed  the  Straiti  of  Le  Maire^  the 
annry  began  to  make  it*  appearance aniont;  us,  and  our  kmg 
cootinnance  at  lea,  the  fatigae  we  uiuierwent,  and  the  variona 
dBappointnenis  we  met  with,  had  occa»ioneKl  its  tiireaduig 
to  Mich  a  degree,  that  there  were  Init  lew  on  boarcl,  by  the 
kiter  end  of  April,  that  wvre  not  alHictrtl  with  it  in  mmede- 

rm ;  and  in  that  nicinth  nu  \cs%  than  forty-three  died  of  it 
the  Centurion.  AlthouiEh  we  thought  the  diitemper  had 
risen  to  an  extraonliiiary  height,  luid  were  willing  to 
that  ita  malignity  iniglit  abate  us  we  ailvancuHl  to  the 
BOffthwaid.  we  vi-t  found,  on  thr  contrarv,  that  we  lout  near 
doable  that  numlxT  in  thr  month  of  May  ;  and,  ai  we  did 
get  to  land  till  the  inlddlr  of  Jiini*,  the  mortality  went  on 
king,  and  mi  prtMii*rioufely  did  tliciii^-aM*  extciul,  that* 
after  the  Iom  of  alk«ve  *J<mj  men,  we  eouUI  not  muster  at  the 
lart  abore  six  forcmakt-men  in  a  watch  that  were  capable  of 

Thiadifeaw,  lo  frequent  in  long  voyngcs  and  so  particularly 
deatrvctive  to  lu,  is  lurt'iy  the  most  tmgular  and  unaccount- 
able of  any  that  afiecli  the  human  iHMly.  Its  HyDiptonii  are 
laniioierable  and  inconstnnt,  and  itK  proirres^  and  efTucts  sin- 
galarly  irregular,  for  scarcely  have  any  two  persons  complainti 
oactly  rciembling  each  other ;  and  where  there  have  been 
aooie  conformity  in  the  symptoms  the  ortlcr  of  their  appear* 
onee  has  been  totally  different.  Though  it  freqnentlv  puta 
oo  the  form  of  many  other  diseases,  ami  is  not  therefore  to 
be  described  by  any  exclusive  and  intalhble  criierioni,  yet 
are  some  symptoms  which  are  more  general  than  the 
and  of  more  fretjuent  and  constant  occurrence,  and 
which  therefore  deserve  a  more  particular  enumeration, 
common  appearances  are  large  discoloured  s|iotJi  di^ 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  swelled  legs  pu- 
trid gums  and,  above  all,  an  extraordinary  lassitude  of  the 
whole  body,  csiHicialiy  alter  any  exercise,  however  incoiuii- 
denUe ;  and  this  lauitude  at  last  degenerates  into  a  proiie- 
BiM  to  flwoon,  and  even  to  die,  on  the  least  exertion  of 
Uraigtls  or  even  on  the  least  motion.  This  disease  is  usu- 
ally attended,  also,  by  a  strange  dejection  of  spirits  ^'^  ^i^i* 

u  verings, 
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▼eringii  trambKagi^  aiid  a  difltKMitiod  to  be  ieiffad  «id^  4| 

most  dreadfid  tertori  on  4he  sllghtoat  ooeidonu    IlldiNli 

WM  moot  remorkaUe^  In  all  our  rcdteratod  oqiorifiioi  fiflhil 

ttialadTy  that  whatever  discoarMed  our  peofriiw  or  ptM| 

time  damped  their  hopes,  never  miled  to  add  nejr  vj^Mtll 

the  distemper^  for  sucn  usually  kilied  Cho^  who  waro  Wli 

hit  stages  of  the  disease^  and  confined  Uiosa  tp  thafar  m|i 

mocks  who  w«re  before  capable  of  some  kind  of  dntyt  m  nik 

k  seemed  as  if  alacrity  of  mind  and  sai^gwuie  kofm  VSilM 

small  preservatives  from  its  &tal  malignity.  ...^i 

But  it  is  not  easy  to  complete  the  long  roll  of  tba  vvfjlll 

concomitants  of  this  disease ;  for  it  Often  piodnood  ptimS 

vers,  pleurisies,  jaundice^  and  violnt  rheuinatic  pmih  Mi 

sometimes  occasioned  obstinate  costivencss,  which  wmi  gnk 

rally  attended  with  a  difficultv  of  breathing,  awd  thii.  M 

esteemed  the  most  deadlv  of  aU  the  scorbutic  q^mpMni*  ill 

other  times  the  whole  body,  but  more  espeeiiUnr  t^  kgb 

were  sulgect  to  ulcers  of  the  worst  kindf  attendad  bjf  asill 

bones,  and  such  a  luxuriance  of  fungous  fleah  9^yMmB 

no  remedy.     The  most  extraordinary  circunaataiMk  .Mi 

which  woukl  scaircdy  be  credible  upon  any  mx^A^  ^OiMmI 

wafl,  that  the  scars  of  wounds  that  had  been  heded  for  iMf 

years,  were  farced  open  again  by  ibis  viruloit  diifniipf. 

There  was  a  remarkable  insuncc  of  this  in  the  caa^  aif  Ml 

of  the  invalid  soldiers  on  board  die  CeniurioBt  who  badlMI 

wounded  above  fifty  years  before,  at  the  battle  of  the  Bmm 

omd  though  he  was  cured  soon  after,  and  had  contmidriipl 

for  a  great  many  years,  yet,  on  being  attacked  by  ihf  wfi/f 

vy,  his  wounds  broke  ont  afresh  in  me  pvogreaa  of  the  ffk 

ease,  and  appeared  as  if*  tliey  had  never  been  healed*    IVltf 

is  f«ven  still  more  extraordinary,  the  callus  of  a  brakanhm 

which  had  been  completely  formed  for  a  long  time»  was4p^ 

solved  in  the  course  of  this  disease^  and  the  fracture  iapMi 

as  if  it  had  never  been  consolidated.    The  effiectsb  Jadpe^kif 

this  disease^  were  in  aknost  evenr  instance  wov^krfiA  Av 

many  of  our  people^  tliough  confined  to  their  hupeiBSMii 

appeared  to  have  no  inconsiderable  share  of  heakhf  ^ifklf 

cat  and  drank  heartily,  were  even  cheerful,  talking  .wilb«Mi 

seeming  vigour  with  a  loud  stron^j;  voice ;  and  yeC»  on  hailg 

in  the  least  moved,  though  only  irom  one  pavt  of  the  ill|p# 

another,  and  tliat  too  in  their  :hammocks|  thm  wQnU  jll^ 

Htantly  expire.    Others,  who  liave  confided  in  their  MMukg 

strength,  and  haw  resolved  to  get  out  lof  liieir  howMnnilH 

hue 
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Uvie  died  b^re  they  could  well  teach  the  decks ;  neither 
ihto  ft  QticofoikKcAi  for  such  as  were  able  to  Walk  the  deck^ 
Mtid  even  \o  peilbnb  some  kind  of  duty,  to  drop  down  dead 
bk  jfrn  ikistant^  di  atay  attempt  to  act  wil9i  their  utmost  e& 
lilt;  iMny  <^onr  people  having  perished  in  this  manned  m 
Ao  icoulrie  of  our  voyage. 

We  struggled  under  this  terrible  disease  during  the  greafe- 
eit  t>ait  of  the  time  of  our  beating  round  Cape  Horil ;  a#l 
ftdngh  ft  did  not  then  rage  with  its  utmost  vidence,  yet  l^e 
tmried  ne  less  than  forty-three  men  in  the  month  of  April, 
ib  ftrmerly  observed.  We  were  still,  however,  in  hopes  of 
iOiAife  a  period  to  this  cruel  malady,  and  to  all  die  other  evih 
ivlii^  had  so  constantly  pursued  us^  when  we  should  have^sc^- 
edSfed  our  passage  round  the  Cape;  but  we  founds  to  out 
liMvy  misfortune,  that  the  (so-called)  Pacific  Ocean  was  td 
us  wm  -hospitable  even  than  the  turbulent  neighbourhood  of 
T<m«  del  Fuego  and  Cape  Horn.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
bdng  arrived  off  the  island  of  Socoro,  on  the  western  coatt 
sof  iPaCflgonia,  [in  lat  44<*  5(y  S.  long.  7S*  45'  W.]  the  first 
rendezvous  appointed  for  the  squadron,  and  where  we  hoped 
lo  faflive'met  with  some  of  our  consorts,  we  cruized  for  them 
Sn  that  station  several  days.  We  were  here  not  only  disap* 
poiiiCcfd  in  our  expectations  of  meeting  our  friends,  which  in- 
duced the  gloorhy  apprehensions  of  their  having  all  perished, 
but  were  wso  perpetaally  alarmed  with  the  fear  of  being  dri^- 
VA  on  this  coast,  which  appeared  too  craggy  and  irregular 
to  £^e  us  the  least  prospect,  in  such  a  case^  that  any  of  u6 
oo£ld  'possibly  escape  immediate  destruction.  The  land,  in^ 
deed,  nlBid  a  most  tremendous  aspect.  The  most  distant  part, 
fiur  within  the  country,  being  the  mountains  of  the  Andes,  or 
-Qirdelieras,  was  extremely  high,  and  covered  with  snow ; 
while  the  coast  seemed  quite  rocky  and  barren,  and  the  edge 
oFthe  waiter  skirted  with  precipices.  In  some  places,  indeed, 
we  observed  "several  deep  bays  running  into  the  land ;  but 
thdr^  ^trances  were  generally  blocked  up  by  numbm  of 
small  islands ;  and  though  it  was  not  improbable  but  there 
might  be  convenient  shelter  in  some  of  the  bays,  and  proper 
'chiitineh  leading  to  them,  yet,  as  we  were  utterly  ignorant  of 
tbe'cbai^t,  had  we  been  driven  ashore  by  the  westerly  winds, 
which 'blew  almost  incessantly,  we  could  not  well  have  avoids 
ed  the 'loss  both  of  the  ship  and  of  our  lives. 

This  continued  peri],  whicih  lasted  above  a  fortnight,  waa 
greatly  aggraved  by  the  difficulties  we  found  in  worKing  the 

ship; 
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fihlp ;  as  the  scurvy,  by  this  time,  had  destroyed  so  great  t 
number  of  our  hands,  and  had  m  some  d^^ree  infected  al- 
most the  whole  crew.    Neither  did  we,  as  we  hoped,  find  the 
winds  less  violent  as  we  advanced  to  the  northward ;  for  we 
liad  often  prodigious  squalls  of  wind,  which  split  our  sai^ 
greatly  damaged  our  rigging,  and  endangered  our  masts. 
Juideed,  during'  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  we  were 
upon  this  coast,  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that,  in  any  other  st- 
toation  where  we  had  sufficient  sea-room,  we  should  certain- 
Ilj  have  lain- to ;  but^  in  the  present  exigency,  we  were  neces- 
sitated to  carry  both  our  courses  and  top-sails,  in  order  to 
keep  clear  of  this  lee-shore.     In  one  of  these  squalls,  whidi 
"was  attended  by  several  violent  claps  of  thunder,  a  sudden 
flash  of  fire  darted  along  our  decks,  which  dividing,  explo- 
ded with  a  report  like  that  of  several  pistols,  and  wounded 
xnany  of  our  men  and  officers,  marking  them  in  difierent  parte 
of  their  bodies.     This  flame  was  attended  by  a  strong  sul- 
phurous stench,  and  was  doubtless  of  the  same  nature  with 
the  larger  and  more  violent  flashes  of  lightning  which  then 
filled  the  ^r. 

It  were  endless  to  recite  minutely  the  various  disasters,  fa- 
tigues, and  terrors,  which  we  encountered  on  this  coast,  all  of 
which  went  on  increasing  till  the  22d  of  May ;  at  which  time 
the  fury  of  all  the  storms  we  had  hitherto  encountered  seem- 
ed to  have  combined  for  our  destruction.  In  this  hurricane 
almost  all  our  sails  were  split,  and  a  great  part  of  our  stand- 
ing rigging  broken.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  an  over- 
grown mountainous  wave  took  us  upon  our  star-board  quar- 
ter, and  gave  us  so  prodigious  a  shock  that  several  of  our 
fihrouds  broke  with  the  jerk,  to  the  great  danger  of  our  masts 
giving  way,  and  our  ballast  and  stores  were  so  strangely  shift- 
ed^ that  the  ship  heeled  afterwards  two  streaks  to  port.  This 
was  a  most  tremendous  blow,  and  we  were  thrown  into  the 
utmost  consternation,  having  the  dismal  apprehension  of  in- 
stantly foundering.  Though  the  wind  abated  in  a  few  hoursi 
yet,  having  no  sails  left  in  a  condition  to  bend  to  the  yards, 
the  ship  laboured  exceedingly  in  a  hollow  sea,  rolling  gun- 
wale too,  for  want  of  sail  to  keep  her  stead}',  so  that  we  every 
moment  expected  that  our  masts,  now  very  slenderly  sup- 
ported, would  have  come  by  the  board.  We  exerted  oar- 
selves,  however,  the  best  we  could,  to  stirrup  our  shrouds,  to 
reeve  new  lanyards,  and  to  mend  our  sails :  But,  while  these 
necessary  operations  were  going  on,  we  ran  great  risk  of  bo- 
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ing  driven  ashore  on  the  island  of  Chiloe,  which  was  not  far 
rrom  us.  In  the  midst  of  our  peril,  the  wind  happily  shifted 
to  the  southward,  and  we  steered  off  tiie  land  with  the  main- 
lail  only ;  at  which  time  the  master  and  I  undertook  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  helm,  while  every  one  else,  capable  of  actings' 
irere  buded  in  securing  the  masts^  and  'bending  the  sails  as 
(kfet  as  they  oould  be  repaired.  .  This  was  the  last  effort  of 
that  stormy  climate ;  for,  in  a  day  or  two  after,  we  got  clear 
of  the  land,  and  found  the  weather  more  moderate  than  we 
had 'j'et  experienced  since  piassing  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire. 
/  Haying  now  cruized  in  vain,  for  the  other  ships  of  the 
l^uadron,  during  more  than  a  fortnight,  it  was  resolved  ta 
t^ke  advantage  of  the  present  favourable  weather,  and  the 
oflSng  we  had  made  from  this  terrible  coast,  and  to  make  the 
iKst  of  our  way  for  the  island  of  Jiian  Fernandez.  It  is  true 
that  our  next  rendezvous  was  appointed  off  Baldivia;  yet,  as 
we  had  seen  none  of  our  companions  at  this  first  rendezvous^ 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  of  them  would  be  found 
Ht  the  second,  and  indeed  we  had  the  greatest  reason  to  sus- 
pjBCt  that  all  but  ourselves  had  perished.  Besides,  we  were 
now  reduced  to  so  low  a  condition,  that,  instead  of  pretend- 
ing to  attack  the  settlements  of  the  enemy,  our  utmost  hopes 
could  only  suggest  the  possibility  of  saving  the  ship,  and  some 
part  of  the  remaining  crew,  by  a  speedy  arrival  at  Juan  Fer- 
n^de^ ;  as  that  was  the  only  place,  in  this  part  of  the  worlds 
where  there  was  any  probability  of  recovering  our  sick  or 
refitting  our  ship,  and  consequently  our  getting  thither  lyaa 
the  only  chance  we  had  left  to  avoid  perishing  sit  sea. 

Our  deplorable  situation  allowing  no  room  for  deliberatipn^ 
we  stood  for  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez;  and,  to  save  time, 
which  was  now  extremely  precious,  as  our  men  were  dying 
by  four,  five,  and  six  of  a  day,  and  likewise  to  avoid  bNsing 
again  engaged  on  a  lee  shore,  we  resolved  to  endeavour  to 
bit  that  island  upon  ^  meridian.  On  the  28th  of  May,  be- 
ing nearly  in  the  parallel  on  which  it  is  laid  down,  we  had 
great  expectations  of  seeing  that  island  y  but,  not  finding  it 
in  the  position  laid  down  in  our  charts,  we  began  to  fear  that 
>vc  had  got  top  far  to  the  westward ;  and  therefore,  though 
tlie  commodore  wa$  strongly  persuaded  that  he  saw  it  in  tne 
morning  of  the  28th,  yet  his  officers  believing  it  to  have  been 
paly  a  qloud,  to  which  opinion  the  haziness  of  the  weather 
gave  some  countenance,  it  was  resolved,  on  consultation,  to 
atand  to  the  eastward  in  the  parallel  of  the  island ;  as,  b^ 
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du8  course)  we  should  certainly  fall  in  with  the  island,  if  w^ 
were  already  to  the  westward  of  it,  or  should  at  least  mak^ 
the  main  land  of  Chili,  whence  we  could  take  a  new  depar- 
ture, so  as  not  to  miss  it  a  second  time  in  running  to  the 
westward. 

Accordingly^  on  the  SOth  May,  we  had  sight  of  the  conti* 
bent  of  Cbui,  distant  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues,  the 
land  q>pearing  very  low  and  uneven,  and  quite  white  i 
what  we  saw  being  doubtless  a  part  of  the  Cordillera^  mbidi 
are  always  covered  with  snow.  Though  by  this  view  of  Ae 
land  we  ascertained  our  position,  yet  it  gave  us  great  pneas- 
aess  to  find  that  we  had  so  needlessly  altered  our  coiuw^ 
when  we  had  beoi,  in  all  probability,  just  upon  the  point  of 
Hiakinff  the  island :  For  the  mortality  among  us  was  nowm^ 
creased  to  a  most  frightful  degree^  and  those  who  remuned 
were  utterly  dispirited  by  this  new  disappointmmt,  and  the 
prospect  of  their  longer  continuance  at  sea.  Our  watefa  too^ 
began  to  grow  scarce,  and  a  general  dejection  prevailed  among 
us,  which  added  much  to  tne  virulence  of  the  disease,  ani 
destroyed  numbers  of  our  best  men.  To  all  these  calamities 
there  was  added  this  vexatious  circumstance^  after  getting 
sight  of  the  main  land,  that  we  were  so  much  delayed  fa^ 
calms  and  contrary  winds,  while  tacking  westwards  in  quest 
of  the  island,  that  it  took  us  nine  days  to  regain  the  westings 
which  we  ran  down  in  two  when  standing  to  the  eastward.  - 

In  this  desponding  condition^  and  under  these  dishearten^ 
ing  circumstances,  we  stood  to  the  westward,  with  a  cnaj 
ship,  a  great  scarcity  of  fresh  water,  and  a  crew  so  univer« 
sally  diseased,  that  there  were  not  above  ten  foremast  men  in 
a  watch  capable  of  doing  duty,  and  even  some  of  these  hune 
and  unable  to  go  aloft.  At  last,  at  day-break  on  the  9th  of 
June,  we  discovered  the  long-wished-for  island  of  Juan  For* 
nandez.  Owing  to  our  suspecting  ourselves  to  be  to  dw 
westward  of  this  island  on  the  28u  of  May,  and  in  oonea* 
quence  of  the  delay  occasioned  by  our  standing  in  fer  ikfb 
main  and  returning,  we  lost  between  seventy  and  e^|bCjr  ^ 
our  men,  whom  we  had  doubtless  saved,  if  we  had  nutdedH  . 
island  on  that  day,  which  we  could  not  have  fiuled  tB  d%Jt  J 
we  had  k^  on  our  coarse  only  for  a  few  honra  loBg^f^-i 
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Section  XL 

Arrival  of  the  Ctniurhn  at  Juan  Fernandez,  wiili  a  Descrip^ 

tian  af  that  IdanJL 

As  nioitioiied  in  the  preceding  sectknit  we  descried  the 
idind  of  Joan  Fernandez  at  day-break  on  the  9th  June,  bear* 
11^  N.  by  K^£.  distant  elev^i  or  twelve  leagues.  Though 
em  lliis  first  view  it  appeared  very  mountainous,  ragged,  and 
iRCgalar,  yet  it  was  land,  and  the  land  we  sought  for,  and 
was  therefore  a  most  agreeable  sight :  because  here  only  we 
eonld  hope  to  put  a  period  to  those  terrible  calamities  with 
iriddi  we  had  so  long  struggled,  which  had  already  swept 
iway  above  half  of  our  crew,  and  which,  had  we  continued 
^ttly  a  few  days  longer  at  sea,  must  inevitably  have  completed 
ow  destroction.  For  we  were  now  reduced  to  so  helpless  H 
Mndition,  that,  out  of  two  hundred  and  odd  men  who  re* 
aained  alive,  taking  all  our  watches  together,  we  could  not 
MMtcr  hands  enow  to  work  the  ship  on  any  emergency,  ev^i 
ftwiadkie  the  officers,  the  servants,  and  the  boys. 

The  wind  being  northerly  when  we  first  made  the  island^ 
we  kept  plying  to  windward  all  that  day,  and  the  ensuing 
night,  &i  order  to  get  in  with  the  land ;  and,  while  wearing 
dhqp  in  the  middle  watch,  we  had  a  melancholy  instance  of 
the  afanost  incredible  debility  of  our  people ;  for  the  lieute* 
nant  could  muster  no  more  than  two  quarter-masters  and 
n  foremast  men  capable  of  working;  so  that,  without  the  as- 
risCaaceof  the  officers,  servants,  ana  boys,  it  might  have  been 
ittpossible  for  us  to  have  reached  the  island  after  we  got  sight 
sf  It;  and  even  with  their  assistance,  we  were  two  hours  in 
trunming  the  sails ;  to  so  wretched  a  condition  were  we  re* 
dnoedy  in  a  sixty-gun  ship,  which  had  passed  the  Straits  of 
Le  Maire  only  three  months  before  with  between  four  and 
Ive  hundred  moi,  most  of  them  then  in  health  and  vigour. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  lOth^  we  got  under  the  lee  of  die 
iilaad^  and  kept  ranging  along  its  coast  at  the  distance  of 
ibout  two  n^iles,  in  onler  to  look  out  for  the  proper  anchor-* 
which  was  described  to  be  in  a  bay  on  its  north  side. 

>ing  now  so  near  the  shore,  we  could  perceive  that  the 
broken  craggy  precipices,  which  had  appeared  so  very  un- 
promising m>m  a  distance^  were  far  from  barren,  being  in 
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most  places  covered  by  woods ;  and  that  there  were  efoy 
where  the  finest  vallies  interspersed  between  them,  cloitlMd 
with  a  most  beautiful  .verdure,  and  watered  by  numerM 
streams  and  cascades^  every  valley  of  any  extent  being  pio* 
▼ided  with  its  own  rill ;  and  we  afterwards  found  itiif  dll 
water  was  constantly  clear,  and  not  inferior  to  any  we  hd 
ever  met  with.  The  aspect  of  a  country  thus  beautifully  di- 
versified would  at  any  time  have  been'extretnelydeligmU; 
but,  in  our  distressed  situation,  languishing  aa  we  wefefr 
the  land  and  its  vegetable  productions,  an  indication  oim^ 
Btantly  attending  every  stage  of  the  sea-scurvy,  it  is  scarod|^ 
credible  with  what  eagerness  and  transport  wc  viewed  tbt 
shore,  and  with  how  much  impatience  we  longed  ibr  iht 
greens  and  other  refreshments  which  were  in  si^fat.  Wewn 
particularly  anxious  for  the  water,  as  we  had  oecn  ronftui 
to  a  verv  sparing  allowance  for  a  considerable  time^  andkuA 
then  only  five  tons  remaining  on  board.  Those  .onlj^  whi 
have  endured  a  long  series  of  thirst,  and  who  can  readil|jff»i 
call  the  desire  and  agitation  which  even  the  ideas  alone.rf 
springs  and  brooks  have  at  that  time  raised  in  their  ndtiitif 
can  judge  of  the  emotion  with  which  we  viewed  a  lai^cif 
cade  of  the  purest  water,  which  poured  into  the  sea  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  ship,  from  a  rock  near  a  hundred  feethqjhi 
iEven  those  of  the  sick  who  were  not  in  the  very  last  ttaaeof 
the  distemper,  though  they  had  been  long  confined  to  ttdc 
hammocks,  exerted  their  small  remains  of  strength,  ni 
crawled  up  to  the  deck,  to  feast  their  eyes  with  this  revifiv 
prospect. 

•  We  thus  coasted  along  the  island,  fully  occupied  in  coft* 
templatlng  this  enchanting  landscape,  which  still  impnvfd 
as  we  proceeded.  But  at  last  the  night  closed  upon  us,  bete 
we  could  determine  upon  the  proper  buy  in  which  to  anchor* 
It  was  ri'solvcd,  therefore,  to  keep  in  soundings  all  nig^ 
having  then  iVom  sixty-four  to  seventy  fathoms,  and  to  sell 
our  boat  next  morning  to  discover  the  road.  The  ciUTfliit 
shifted,  however,  in  the  nighty  and  set  us  so  near  the  loii 
that  we  were  obliged  to  let  go  our  best  bower  in  fifty-sis  fa- 
thoms, not  half  a  mile  from  shore.  At  four  next  momii^ 
the  cutter  was  dispatched,  under  our  third-lieutenant,  to  W 
out  the  bay  of  which  we  were  in  search.  The  boat  rcluraiA 
at  noon,  full  of  seals  and  grass;  for  though  the  iskad 
abounded  with  better  vegetables,  the  boat's  crew,  duriif 
their  short  stay,  had  not  met  any  other,  and  thought  even 

this 
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diis  would  be  acceptable  as  a  dainty,  and  indeed  it  was  all 
speedily  and  eagerly  devoured.  The  seals,  too,  were  consi- 
dered as  fresh  provision,  but  were  not  much  admired,  though 
tfcey  afterwards  came  into  more  repute;  but  we  had  taken  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  excellent  fish  during  the  absence  of 
the  boat,  which  rendered  the  seals  less  valuable  at  this  time. 
"Hie  cutter  had  discovered  the  bay  in  which  we  intended 
to  anchor,  which  was  to  the  westward  of  our  present  station ; 
and  next  morning,  the  weather  proving  favourable^  we  en- 
deavoured to  weigh,  in  order  to  proceed  thither,  mustering 
all  the  strength  we  could,  obliging  even  the  sick,  who  could 
hflrdhr  stand  on  their  legs,  to  assist ;  yet  the  capstan  was  so 
weakly  manned,  that  it  was  near  four  hours  before  we  could 
hexwe  the  cable  right  up  and  down :  after  which,  with  oor 
vtmost  efibrts,  though  with  many  surges  and  some  additional 
pordiases  to  increase  our  strength,  we  found  it  utterly  im- 

Kible  to  start  the  anchor  out  of  the  ground.  At  noon, 
ever,  as  a  fresh  gale  blew  towards  the  bay,  we  were  in- 
duced to  set  the  sails,  which  fortunately  tripped  the  anchor. 
We  then  steered  along  shores  till  we  came  abreast  of  the 
point  forming  the  eastern  part  of  the  bay :  But  on  opening 
die  bay,  the  wind,  which  had  hitherto  favoured  us,  chanced 
ID  shift,  and  blew  from  the  bay  in  squalls ;  yet,  by  means  of 
the  bead-way  we  had  got,  we  luffed  close  in,  till  the  anchor^ 
which  still  hung  at  our  bow,  brought  us  up  in  fifiy-six  fa- 
thoms. 

Soon  after  we  had  thus  got  to  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the 
bay,  we  discovered  a  sail  making  toward  us,  which  we  liad 
BO  clofubt  was  one  of  our  squadron,  and  which,  on  a  nearer 
ipproachy  we  found  to  be  the  Tryal  sloop ;  wherei^xin,  we 
immediately  dispatched  some  of  our  hands  to  her  assistance^ 
by  whose  means  she  was  brought  to  anchor  between  us  and 
the  land.  We  soon  learnt  that  she  had  by  no  means  been 
exempted  from  the  same  calamities  by  which  we  had  been  so 
severely  afflicted  -,  for  Captain  Saunders,  her  commander^ 
Mraitin.G^  on  the  commodore,  informed  him,  that  he  had  bu- 
ried diirty-ibur  men  out  of  his  small  complement,  and  those 
hst  remained  alive  were  so  universally  afflicted  with  the 
catry'y  that  only  himselt^  his  iientenaut,  and  three  of  the 
Qcn  were  able  to  stand  by  the  sails. 

It  waa  on  the  12th  about  noon  that  the  Tryal  came  to  an- 
lior  within  il<,  when  we  carried  our  havbisers  on  board  her, 
3  order  lo  ^viirp our  Ihip  nearer  the  shore;  but  the  wind 
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GCMsiing  off  the  land  in  violent  gusts,  prevented  oar 
in  the  intended  birth.  Indeed  our  principal 
DOW  devoted  to  a  busineBs  of  rather  more  importance^ 
were  now  anxiouBlr  employed  in  sending  on  shore  n 
to  erect  tents  for  the  reception  of  the  si^,  who  died 
on  board.  Doubtless  the  distemper  was  considerafab'iiii 
mented  by  the  stench  and  filtliiness  in  which  they  lay  ;  nr  w 
number  of  the  sick  was  so  great,  and  so  few  of  tnam  c 
be  spared  from  the  necessary  duty  of  the  saib  to  look 
them^  that  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  a  great  rehuurtiflBl 
regard  to  cleanliness,  so  that  the  ship  was  extremely  ~ 
some  between  decks.  Notwithstanding  our  deaire  to  fi 
sick  from  their  present  hateiul  situation,  and  their  owbsb* 
treme  eagerness  to  get  on  shores  we  had  not  haiida  enmrik 
to  prepare  the  tents  for  their  reception  sooner  than  the  Ifln 
but  on  that  and  the  two  following  days  we  got  them  ilfli 
shore,  to  the  number  of  an  hundred  and  sizty^-teven  pmatmk 
besides  twelve  or  fourteen  who  died  in  the  boata  on  bsiil 
exposed  to  the  fresh  air.  The  greatest  part  of  our  ai 
were  so  infirm,  that  we  had  to  carry  them  out  oi  Ae  iA% 
in  their  hammocks,  and  to  convey  them  afierwardt  in  tk 
same  manner  from  the  water-side  to  the  tenta,  over  a 
beach.  This  was  a  work  of  considerable  fatigue  to 
who  remained  healthy ;  and  therefore  our  conniiodarB^  a^ 
cording  to  his  accustomed  humanity,  not  only  anisted  h 
this  himself,  but  obliged  all  his  officers  to  give  their  facJpi^ 
hand. 

The  extreme  weakness  of  our  sick  may  be  cdOectaip  h 
some  measure,  from  the  numbers  that  died  a&er  theygH 
on  shore.  It  has  generally  been  found  that  the  laady  id 
the  refreshments  it  affords,  very  soon  produce  reoovayh 
most  stages  of  the  scurvy,  and  we  flattered  ourselves  ihit 
those  who  had  not  perished  on  their  first  exposure  to  Ai 
open  air,  but  had  lived  to  be  placed  in  the  tents,  waril 
have  been  speedily  restored  to  health  and  vigonr.  YdLfB 
our  great  mortification,  it  was  nearly  twenty  dajM  after  ihlf 
landed,  before  the  mortality  entirdy  ceased,  and  Ibr  Im 
first  ten  or  twelve  days  we  rarely  buried  less  than  six 


day,  and  many  of  those  who  survived  recovered  by  «B9 
slow  and  insensible  degrees.     Those^  indeed,  who  had  v 
ficient  strength,  at  their  first  getting  on  shore^  to  cresp 
of  the  tents,  and  to  crawl  about,  were  soon  relieve^ 
speedily  recovered  their  health  and  strengtli :   Bof,  in  At 
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99^9  tbe  disease  seemed  to  have  attained  a  degree  of  inve* 
teniqr  altogether  without  example. 

•   Before  proceeding  to  any  fiirther  d^iail  of  our  proceeding, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  distinct  account  of  this  island 
of  Juan  Fernandez,  including  its  situation,  productions,  and 
conveniences.     We  were  well  enabled  to  be  minutely  in* 
iftructed  in  these  particulars,  during  our  three  months  stay 
«t  this  island ;   and  its  advantages  will  merit  a  circumstan* 
tial  description,  as  it  is  the  only  commodious  place  in  these 
,  where  British  cruizers  can  refresh  and  recover  thdr 
.,  after  passing  round  Cape  Horn,  and  where  they  may 
ffmain  for  some  time  without  alarming  the  Spanish  coast. 
CJonunodore  Anson,  indeed,  was  particularly  industrious^ 
91  directing  the  roads  and  coasts  of  this  island  to  be  snrvey- 
edy  and  other  observations  of  all  kinds  to  be  made ;  know- 
ing^ from  his  own  experience^  of  how  great  benefit  these 
■mteriab  mi^t  prove  hereafter,  to  any  British  cruizers  in 
tfrase  seas.    For  the  uncertainty  we  were  in  of  its  position, 
and  opr  standing  in  for  the  main  on  the  28th  May,  as  for- 
merly related,  cost  us  the  lives  of  between  seventy  aoA 
e^ty  of  our  men ;  from  which  fatal  loss  we  might  have 
lieea  saved,  had  we  possessed  such  an  account  of  its  situa- 
tion aa  we  could  have  fully  depended  upon. 
.  Tbe  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  is  in  lat.  83^  ^O^  S.  [long. 
77*  so'  W.3  one  hundred  marine  leagues  or  five  d^rees  of 
longitude  from  the  continent  of  Chili.     It  is  said  to  have  re^ 
oeived  its  name  from  a  Spaniard  who  formerly  procured  a 
grant  of  it,  and  resided  there  for  some  time  widi  the  view 
w  forming  a  settlement,  but  abandoned  it  afterwards. '    On 
ai^roaching  its  northern  side  from  the  east,  it  appears  a 
Ifu^e  congeries  of  lofty  peaked  mountains,  the  shore  in  most 
places  being  composed  of  high  precipitous  rocks^  present* 
loflr  three  several  bays,  E^t  bay,  Cumberland  bay,  and 
Weat  bay,  the  second  only  being  of  any  extent^  and  is  by 
Gur  the  best,  in  which  we  moored.    The  island  itself  is  of 
an  irrcttular  triangular  figure  \  one  side  of  which,  facing 
the  N*  £.  contains  these  tbree  bays.     Its  greatest  extept  is 
between  four  and  five  leagues,  and  its  greatest  breadth  some- 
thing less  than  two.    The  only  safe  anchorage  is  on  the  N.  £• 

sidcy 

■  In  the  origiDal,  the  description  given  of  this  island  refers  to  large  en- 
mved  view8»  which  could  not  be  inserted  in  our  octavo  form,  so  ss  to  be 
pT  the  smallest  utilitv/— £. 
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aide,  where,  as  already  mentioned^  are  the  three  bays ;  the 
middlemost  of  which,  named  Cumberland  bay,  is  the  wi- 
dest and  deepest,  and  in  all  respects  by  much  the  best ;  for 
the  other  two,  named  East  and  West  bays,  are  searcdy 
more  than  good  landing  places,  where  boats  may  coDTe- 
niently  put  casks  on  shore  for  water.  Cumberland  bay  is 
well  secured  to  the  southward,  and  is  only  exposed  from 
the  N.  by  W.  to  the  E.  by  Si  and  as  the  northerly  winds 
seldom  blow  in  that  climate,  and  never  with  any  violence^ 
the  danger  from  that  quarter  is  not  worth  attending  to. 
This  lastrmentioncd  bay  is  by  far  the  most  commodioiu 
road  in  the  island,  and  it  is  advisable  for  all  ships  to  an- 
chor on  its  western  side,  within  little  more  than  two  cables 
length  of  the  beach,  where  they  may  ride  in  forty  fathoms, 
and  be  sheltered,  in  a  great  measure,  from  a  large  heavy 
sea  which  comes  rolling  m,  whenever  the  wind  blows  from 
eastern  or  western  quarters.  It  is  expedient,  however,  to 
cack/e  or  arm  the  cables  with  an  iron  chain,  or  with  good 
rounding,  for  five  or  six  &thoms  from  the  anchor^  to  se- 
cure them  from  being  rubbed  by  tlie  foulness  of  the  ground.* 
-  I  have  already  observed  that  a  northerly  wind,  to  which 
alone  this  bay  is  directly  exposed,  very  seldom  blew  while  we 
were  there ;  and,  as  it  was  then  winter,  such  may  be  sup- 
posed less  frequent  in. other  seasons.  In  those  few  instances 
when  the  wind  was  in  that  quarter,  it  did  not  blow  with  any 
great  force,  which  might  be  owing  to  the  high  lands,  south 
of  the  bay,  giving  a  check  to  its  force;  for  we  had  reason  to 
believe  that  it  blew  with  considerable  force  a  few  leagues  out 
at  sea,  since  it  sometimes  drove  a  prodigious  sea  before  it  into 
the  bay,  during  which  we  rode  forecastle  in.  Though  the 
northerly  winds  are  never  to  be  apprehended  in  this  bay,  yet 
the  southerly  winds,  which  generally  prevail  here,  frequent- 
ly blow  off  the  land  in  violent  gusts  and  squalls,  whicn  sel- 
dom lasted,  however,  longer  than  two  or  three  minutes.  This 
seems  to  be  owing  to  the  high  hills,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  bay,  obstructing  the  soutlierp  gale ;  as  the  wind,  ooUecA*' 
ed  by  tliis  means,  at  last  forces  its  passage  through  th«  ntf^ 


^  Cumberland  bay  is  called  La  Baya  by  the  SpaDiardfl,  who 
to  have  established  a  fort  here.    East  bay  is  by  them  —^^-^ 
Juan  Fernandez,    There  is  yet  a  fourth  bay,  or-8mal> 
coast,  with  a  landing  place  and  stream  of  wat^ 
or  Sugar  loaf  boy,  bSween  West  bay  and  Cto  Hi 
£. 
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row  valKes,  which,  like  so  many  fiinnels,  both  facilitate  it9 
escape,  and  iocrease  its  violence.  These  frequent  and  sad- 
den gnests  make  it  difficult  for  a  ship  to  work  in  with  the 
wind  offshore,  or  to  keep  a  clear  hawse^  when  anchored. 

The  northern  part  of  this  island  is  composed  of  high  crag^ 
gy  bills,  many  of  them  inaccessible^  though  generally  covered 
with  trees.  The  soil  of  this  part  is  loose  and  shallow,  so  that 
very  large  trees  in  the  hills  frequendy  perish  for  want  of  root^ 
and  ore  then  easily  overturned.  This  circumstance  occasion* 
ed  the  death  of  one  of  our  men,  who,  being  on  the  hills  in 
search  of  goats,  caught  hold  of  a  tree  npoii  a  declivity  to  as- 
sist him  in  his  ascent,  and  this  giving  way,  he  rolled  down 
the  hill ;  and  though,  in  his  fall,  he  fastened  on  another  tree 
of  considerable  bulk,  this  also  gave  way,  and  he  fell  among 
the  rocks,  where  he  was  dashed  to  pieces.  Mr  Brett,  also^ 
having  rested  his  back  sgainst  a  tree,  near  as  large  about  ae 
himseU^  which  grew  on  a  slopes  it  gave  way  with  him,  and 
he  fell  to  a  considerable  distance,  though  without  receiving 
any  injury.    Our  prisoners,  whom,  as  will  appear  in  the  se- 

£iel,  we  afterwards  brought  to  this  island,  remarked  that 
e  appearance  of  the  hills  in  some  parts  resembled  that  of 
the  mountains  in  Chili  where  gold  is  found ;  so  that  it  is  not 
impossible  that  mines  might  be  discovered  here.    In  some 
places  we  observed  several  hilb  of  a  peculiar  red  earth,  ex* 
oeeding  Vermillion  in  colour,  which  perhaps,  on  examina- 
tion, might  prove  useful  ibr  many  purposes.    The  southern, 
or  rather  S.  W.  part  of  the  island,  is  widely  different  from, 
the  rest ;  being  destitute  of  trees,  dry,  stony,  and  very  flat 
and  low,  compared  with  the  hills  on  the  northern  part.  This 
part  of  the  island  is  never  frequented  by  ships,  being  snr-- 
rounded  by  a  steep  shore^  and  having  little  or  no  fresn  wa« 
ter ;  besides  which,  it  is  ex;)osed  to  the  southerly  winds, 
which  generally  blow  here  the  whole  year  round,  and  with 
great  violence  in  the  antarctic  winter. 

The  trees,  of  which  the  woods  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
island  are  composed,  are  mostly  aromatic,  and  of  many  dif- 
ferent sorts.  There  are  none  of  them  of  a  size  to  yield  any 
oonsiderable  timber,  except  those  we  called  myrtle-trees, 
which  are  the  largest  on  the  island,  and  supplied  us  witli  all 
the  timber  we  used ;  yet  even  these  would  not  work  to  a 
greater  ^^Mth  than  forty  feet.  The  top  of  the  myrtle  is  cir- 
cular, ana«s  uniform  and  regular  as  if  clipped  round  by 
art.     It  bears  an  excrescence  lOce  moss  on  its  bark,  having 
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the  taste  and  smell  of  garlic^  and  was  used  instead  of  it  ^r 

onr  people.     We  found  here  the  pimento»  and  the  cabh^pi 

trees  but  in  no  great  quantity.    Besides  these^  then  ncmt 

Ijrreat  number  of  plants  of  various  kinds^  which  wa  wisvs  asl 

botanists  enough  to  describe  or  attend  tob    We  fisnod 

howevef)  almost  all  the  vegetables  that  are  nsnally 

peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cure  of  those  scorbutic 

vhich  are  contracted  by  salt  diet  and  long  voyagea,  as 

had  great  quantities  of  water-cresses  and  purslain,  with 

edlent  wild  sorrel,  and  a  vast  profusion  of  turnips  and 

lian  radishes,  which  two  last,  having  a  strong  resemUanesIs 

each  other,  were  confounded  by  our  people  under  the  Mai 

xal  name  of  turnips.    We  usually  preferred  the  tope  or  ihl 

turnips  to  the  roots,   which  we  generally  fiMind 

though  some  of  them  were  free  from  that  exceptioD, 

Biarkably  good,  lliese  vegetables,  with  the  6sii  and  Omkm 

got  here,  to  be  more  particularly  described  hereafter,  was 

not  only  exceedingly  grateful  to  our  palates  after  tha  Is^g 

course  of  salt  diet  to  which  wo  had  been  confined,  bat  y 

likewise  of  the  most  salutary  consequence  in  recovering 

envigorating  our  sick,  and  of  no  mean  service  to  na  who 

well,  by  destroying  the  lurking  seeds  of  the  scorvy, 

which  none  of  us,  \yerhapn,  were  totally  exempted,  and  iaiai 

fireshing  and  restoring  us  to  our  wonted  strength  and  i 

vity.    To  the  v^etobles  already  mentioned,  of  which 

made  perpetual  use»  I  must  add  that  we  found  many  acres  sf 

ground  covered  with  oats  and  clover.    There  were  sooMte 

cabbage-trees,  as  before  observed,  but  these  grew  geaattf 

on  precipices  and  in  dangerous  situations,  and  as  it  waiBii 

cessary  to  cut  down  a  large  tree  to  procure  a  single  cafafaifl 

we  were  rarely  able  to  indulge  in  this  dainty. 

The  excellence  of  the  climate-,  and  the  looseness  of  thessii 

renders  this  island  extremely  proper  for  all  kinds  of  coliai* 

tion :  for,  if  the  ground  be  any  where  accidentally  taati 

up,  it  becomes  immediately  overgrown  with  tumipa  and  fr 

ciiian  radishes.   Oor  commodore,  therefore,  having  withMB 

ffarden-seeds  of  all  kinds,  and  stones  of  diflercnt  kindsrf 

fruits,  sowed  ticre  lettuces,  carrots,  and  other  garden-fdsBi^ 

and  set  in  the  woods  great  numbers  of  plumb,  apricot,  oad 

peacli-stones,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  our  eaaaUf» 

men  who  might  hereafter  touch  at  this  island.     ThtM  Jil 

have  since  thriven  most  remarkably,  as  has  been  since  leMt 

by  Mr  Anson.    For  some  Spanish  gentlemen  having  bfl« 

taken 
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taken  on  their  passage  from  Lima  to  SpaiB»  and  brought  to 
Sagfamd^  having  procured  leave  to  wail  upon  him,  to  thank 
Um  for  his  generosity  and  humanity  to  his  prisoners,  some 
of  whom  were  their  relations,  and  falUng  into  discourse  about 
his  transactions  in  the  South  Seas,  asked  if  he  had  not  phml- 
ed  a  great  number  of  fruit*stones  on  the  island  <tf  Juan  Fer* 
nandea,  as  their  late  navigators  had  discovered  there  a  great 
itmay  peach  and  apricot  trees,  which,  being  fruits  not  obsov 
viad  thoB  befiore,  thejr  supposed  to  have  been  produced  from 
kernels  set  by  him. 

.  This  may  suffice  in  general  as  to  the  soil  and  vegetable 
prodnctions  of  Juan  Fernandez ;  but  the  face  of  the  conntry^ 
at  least  of  its  northern  part,  is  so  extremely  singnlar  as  to  re* 
qaire  a  paxticnlar  consideration.  I  have  alreaoy  noticed  the 
wild  and  inhospitable  appearance  of  it  to  us  at  first  sight,  and 
the  gradual  improvement  of  its  uncouth  landscape  as  we  drew 
nearer,  till  we  were  at  last  captivated  by  the  numerous  bea»« 
tisi  we  discovered  on  landing.  During  our  residence,  we 
fMmd  the  interior  to  fall  no  ways  short  of  the  sanguine  pre« 
peasessions  we  at  first  entertained*  For  the  woods,  which 
oovered  most  of  even  the  steepest  hills,  were  free  from,  all 
kashcs  and  underwood,  oflbrding  an  easy  passage  through 
svery  part  of  them ;  and  the  irr^ularities  of  the  hiUs  and 
piecipioes,  in  the  northern  part  ot  the  island,  traced  out,  by 
their  various  combinations,  a  great  number  of  romantic  val« 
Jies^  most  of  which  were  pervaded  by  streams  of  the  purest 
water,  which  tumbled  in  beautifiil  cascades  fitHn  rock  to 
aoc^^  as  the  bottoms  of  the  vallies  happened  to  be  brdcenin* 
Id  aodden  descents  by  the  course  of  the  neighbouring  hills» 
Boaae  particular  spots  occurred  in  these  vdlies  where  tha 
ibade  and  fragrance  of  the  contiguous  woods,  the  loftiness  of 
die  overhanging  rocks,  and  the  transparenCT  and  frequent 
oaaraflri  of  the  streams,  presented  scenes  of  such  elegance 
Mad  diflnity,  as  would  with  difficulty  be  rivalled  in  any  other 
part  oithe  globe.  Here,  perhaps,  the  simple  productions  of 
■nasaisted  nature  may  be  said  to  excel  all  the  fictitious  de* 
KnptiODS  of  the  most  fertile  imagination* 

The  piece  of  ground  which  the  commodore  chose  in  which 
la  pitch  his  tent,  was  a  small  lawn  on  a  gentle  ascent,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  sea*  In  fitmt  of  the  tent  was  a  large 
■venii^  opening  through  the  woods  to  the  shore,  and  sloping 
midi  a  gentle  descent  to  the  water,  having  a  prospect  ot  the 
hary  and  the  shipa  at  anchor.  ITiis  lawn  was  screened  behind 
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by  a  wood  of  tall  myrtle  trees,  sweeping  round  in  a 
formi  like  a  theatre,  the  slope  on  which  the  woodgreiriJM 
more  rapidly  than  the  open  lawn,  ;^et  not  so  much  bntMl 
the  hills  and  precipices  of  the  interior  towered  iimiifhiii^ 
above  the  tops  of  the  t^^es,  and  added  greatly  to  the  bsHfl 
and  grandeur  of  the  view.  There  were  also  two  straBiif 
water,  pure  as  the  finest  cryiBtal,  which  ran  to  the  rigbfll 
left  of  the  tent  within  the  distance  of  an  hundred  yardf^fll 
which;  shaded  by  trees  skirting,  citlier  side  of  the  lawD^  (bo^ 
pleted  the  symmetry  of  the  whole. 
'  It  only  now  remains  that  we  should  mention  the  snUli 
and  provisions  which  we  met  with  at  this  island.  FonK 
writers  have  related  that  this  island  abounded  with  ntivtlli^ 
bers  of  goats,  and  their  accounts  are  not  to  be  quatiooedi'* 
this  place  was  the  usual  resort  of  the  buccaneers  andprii* 
teers  who  used  formerly  to  frequent  these  seas/  Tben.flk 
two  instances,  one  of  a  musfuito  Indian,  and  the  othr^ 
Alexander  Selkirk,  a  Scotsman,  who  were  left  here  bjtUi 
respective  ships,  and  lived  alone  upon  tlie  island  tat90B 
years,  and  were  consequently  no  strangers  to  its  prodocdMI 
Selkirk,  who  was  here  the  last,  after  a  stay  of  between  to 
and  five  years,  was  taken  off  by  the  Duke  and  Ducbeflfi'^ 
vateers,  of  Bristol,  as  may  be  seen  at  large  in  thejoonm 
their  voyage.  His  manner  of  life,  during  his  solitudi^  ** 
very  remoi'kable  in  most  particulars ;  but  be  relates  ooeii^ 
cumstance,  which  was  so  strongly  verified  by  our  own  c4J| 
rience,  that  it  seems  worthy  ot  being  mentioned.  He  v 
us^  as  he  often  caught  more  goats  than  be  had  occsflonj^ 
that  he  sometimes  marked  their  ears,  and  let  them  ga  ^ 
was  about  thirty-two  years  before  our  arrival,  yet  itiuPP^ 
ed  that  the  first  goat  killed  by  our  people  after  th^  l*^ 
ed,  had  its  ears  slit ;  whence  we  concluded  that  it  hfldddM^ 
Jess  been  formerly  caught  by  Selkirk.  This  was  inderf* 
animal  of  a  most  venerable  aspect,  dignified  with  a  mortfl^ 
jestic  beard,  and  bearing  many  other  marks  of  gtaX  # 
During  our  residence,  we  met  with  others  marked  i>*| 
same  manner,  all  the  males  being  distinguished  by  cxtii^ 
beards,  with  eveiy  other  cliaracteristic  of  extreme  age^ 

The  great  number  of  goats,  which  former  writers  dcfclif 
as  having  been  found  on  this  island,  were  very  much  a0^ 
nislied  before  our  arrival.  For  the  Spaniards,  aware  o>|i| 
advantages  derived  by  the  buccaneers  and  pirates  froiP  ^ 
goata-flesb  they  here  procured,  have  endeavoured  to  ^ 
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le  breed,  on  purpose  to  deprive  their  enemies  of  this 
ce.  For  this  purpose,  •  they  put  on  shore  greatnum- 
f  large  dogs,  which  have  greatlv  increased,  and  haiEe 
|red  all  the  goats  in  the  accessiole  parts  of  the  ooitn-' 
0  that  there  were  only,  when  we  were  there,  a  few: 
\  the  crags  and  precipices,  where  the  dogs  cannot  fol^ 
em.     These  remaining  goats  are  divided  into  separate 

of  twenty  or  thirty  eacn,  which  inhabit  dbtinct  fast* 
,  and  never  mingle  with  each  other,  so  that  we  found' 
iedingly  difficult  to  kill  them ;  yet  we  were  so  desirous 
ir  flesh,  wbiph  we  all  agreed  resembled  venison,  that 
ne,  I  believe,  to  the  knowledge. of  all  their  haunts  and 
.  and,  by  comparing  their  numbers, .  it  was  conceived: 
ey  scarcely  exceeded  two  hundred  oa  the  whole  island* 

witnessed  a.  remarkable  contest  between  a  flock  of 
nd  a  number  of  dogs.     Going  in.  our  boat  inta  the 
fty,  we  perceived  some  dogs  running  very  eagerly  nponi 
iy  and  willing  to  see  what  game  they  were  in  pursuit 

rested  some  time  on  our  oars  to  observe  them,- wfaien 

they  took  to  a  hiU,  on  the  ridge  of  which  we  saw  a 
f  goats  drawn  up  for  their  reception.  There  was  a 
irrow  path  leading  to  the  ridge^  skirted  on  each  side 
i^ipices,  and  here  tlie  master  he-goat  of  the  flock  post* 
self,  fronting  the  enemy,  the  rest  of  the  goats  being  all 

him,  on  more  open  ground.  As  the  ridge  was  inac- 
i  by  any  other  p&th,  except  where  this  champion  stood, 

the  dojgs  ran  up  the  hill  with  great  alacrity,  yet,'  when 
Line  within  twenty  yards,  not  daring  to  encounter  biip» 
i^ould  infallibly  have  driven  them  down  the  precipicQ^ 
avc  over  the  chase,  and  lay  down  at  that  di$t^nce, 
S  at  a  great  rate. 

se  dogs,  which  are  masters  of  all  the  aqcessibie  parts 
island,  are  of  various  kinds,  some  of  them  very  large, . 
tve  multiplied  to  a  prodigious  degree.  They  some- 
came  down  to  our  habitations  under  night,  and  stole 
Dvisions ;  and  once  or  twice  they  set  upon  single  per-^ 
>ut,  assistance  being  at  hand,  they  were  driven  away^ 
t  doing  any  mischief.  As  it  is  now:  rare  for  any  goats 
in  their  way,  we  conceived  that  thc^  lived  principally 
tng  seals ;  and  some  of  our  people,  uaving  the  curiosipr. 
illdogs  sometimes,  and  dress  them,  schemed  to  agree 
\ey  had  a  fishy  taste. 

,  .Qoatfp 
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Gcnts-flah  being  scarce,  as  we  tirere  rarely  Me  tolrill  abovl 
one  in  a  day,  ana  our  pec^le  growinff  tired  offish,  nUdh 
abonnded  at  this  place,  tney  at  last  condescended  to  eat  Mk^ 
whkh  tbey  came  by  degrees  to  relish,  calling  it  Imnim  h 
tile  seal,  of  which  nmnbers  haunt  this  island,  nas  beat  ofitt 
mentioned  by  former  writers,  it  seems  mmecessaiy  to  mf 
atty  thing  particular  respecting  that  animal  in  chis  plie& 
There  is,  howerer,  another  amphibious  animal  to  be  ail 
with  here,  called  the  «exi-/ioit,  having  some  resemblance  to  I 
seal,  but  mnch  larger,  which  I  conceive  may  merit  a  pii>- 
ticular  description.  This  too  we  eat,  under  the  denoinL' 
nation  of  beef.  When  arrived  at  fidi  size,  the  sea-lion  is  be* 
tween  twelve  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  from  eight  l» 
fifteen  feet  in  circumference.  They  are  extremely  Ikt,  to  dMi|' 
below  the  skin,  which  is  an  incn  thick,  there  is  at  leMti 
ibot  deep  of  fat,  before  coming  to  the  lean  or  bones,  and  M 
experienced  more  than  once,  that  the  fat  of  some  of  ite 
lai^est  aflbrded  us  a  butt  of  oil.  Th^  are  ako  very  fUhf 
blood ;  for,  if  deeply  wounded  in  a  dozen  places,  there  wlll^ 
instantly  gush  out  as  many  fountains  of  blood,  spoating  toi 
consideraUe  distance.  To  try  what  quantity  of  blood  one  of 
them  might  contain,  we  shot  one  first,  and  then  cut  its  throfll^ 
measuring  the  blood  which  flowed^  and  found  that  we  gttt 
at  least  two  hogsheads,  besides  a  considerable  quantity  re-' 
maining  in  tlie  vessels  of  the  animal. 

Their  skins  are  covered  with  short  hair  of  a  light  dun  C(h 
lour ;  but  thdr  tails  and  fins,  which  serve  them  for  feet  on 
shore,  are  almost  black.  These  fore-feet,  or  fins,  are  divided- 
at  the  ends  like  fingers^  the  web  which  joins  them  not  readn 
ing  to  the  extremities,  and  each  of  these  fingers  is  furnished 
with  a  nail.  They  have  a  distant  resemblance  to  an  over-, 
growii  seal;  though  in  some  particulars  there  are  manifest 
diflerences  between  these  two  animals,  besides  the  vast  dis- 
proportion in  size.  The  males  especially  are  remarkably  dii^ 
similar,  having  a  large  snout,  or  trunk,  hanging  down  five 
or  six  inches  l^yond  the  extremity  of  the  upper  jaw,  wUtk 
lenders  the  countenances  of  the  male  and  female  eadly-di»^  , 
tingoishable  from  each  other.  One  of  the  largest  of  dMf  *  J 
males,  who  was  master  of  a  large  flock  erf*  Amales,  and  MMfcl 


off  all  the  other  males,  got  from  our 
bashaw,  from  that  circumstance.   1 
time  between  the  p  '  "  ^and, 

mer,  and  coming 
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bich  seafon  they  reside  on  the  land*  In  this  inteiral 
engender  and  bring  forth  their  yoanff,  having  generaUjf 
It  a  birth,  which  are  sockled  by  the  dams^  the  young  41I 
being  as  large  as  a  fuU-grown  seal, 
irinff  the  time  they  continue  on  shore,  they  feed  on  th^ 
;  md  odier  plants  which  grow  near  the  banks  of  fresb- 
r  streams ;  and,  when  not  employed  in  feeding,  sleep  la 
I  in  the  most  miry  pjaces  they  can  find.  As  they  seem 
rery  lethargic  disposition,  and  are  not  easily  awakened, 
herd  was  observed  to  place  some  of  thejr  males  at  a 
Dce^  in  the  nature  of  centinels,  who  never  failed  to  alarm 
when  any  one  attempted  to  molest,  or  even  to  approack 

•  The  noise  they  make  is  very  loud,  and  of  different 
1;  sometimes  grunting  like  b<^s,  and  at  other  timei 
ing  like  horses  in  full  vigour.  Especially  the  nudes  have 

fiurious  battles,  principdly  about  their  femalee ;  and  wi^ 
one  day  extremely  surprised  at  seeing  two  animal^ 
k  at  first  appeared  quite  di£ferent  firom  any  wie  had  bc^ 
observed ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach,  they  proved  to  be 
ita-lioas,  which  had  been  goring  each  other  with  their 
y  and  were  all  covered  over  with  blood.  The  bashaw, 
erly  mentioned,  who  generally  lay  swTounded  by  a  s&- 
o  of  females^  to  which  no  other  male  dared  approach^ 
not  acquired  that  eavied  pre-eminence  without  many 
ly  contests,  of  which  the  marks  remained  in  numerous 
in  every  part  of  his  body. 

•  killed  many  of  these  animals  for  food,  particularly  for 
hearts  and  tongues,  which  we  esteemed  exceeding  good 

f^  and  preferable  even  to  those  of  bullocks.  In  general 
>  was  no  difficulty  ih  killing  them,  as  they  are  incapable 
ir  of  flight  or  resistance,  their  motion  being  the  most 
MUy  that  can  be  imagined,  and  all  the  time  they  are  in  . 
bn,  their  blubber  is  agitated  in  large  waves  under  the 
.  One  day,  a  sailor  being  carelessly  employed  in  akin^ 
'  a  young  sea^lion,  the  female  from  whom  he  had  taken 
ame  upon  him  unperccived,  and  getting  his  head  int6 
Dioutb,  scored  his  skull  in  notches  with  her  teeth  in  many 
B^  and  wounded  him  so  deqierately  that  he  died  in  a 
kyS)  though  all  possible  core  was  taken  of  him.' 

These 

^We  are  two  species  of  the  seal  tribe  which  hove  received  the  name 
^lion ;  the  phoca  leonina,  or  bottle-nosed  seal,  which  is  that  jpf  the 
sod  the  phoca  jubata,  or  maned  seal,  which  is  the  sea-lion  ot  some 
writers.  These  two  species  are  remariiably  dt8ting^iSh8lbl«€rala«M^ 
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Tbcsc'are  the  principal  animals  which  wo  fboDdvpi 

island  of  Juan  Fernandez.     We  saw  very  few  Vm 

these  were  chiefly  hawks,  blackbirds^  owls»  and  bM 

birds.      Wc  saw  not  the  pardela^^  which  burrows  i 

'ground,  and  which  former  writers  mention  to  befimad 

-out  as  we  often  met  with  their  holes,  wc  supposed  A 

wild  dogs  had  destroyed  them,  as  they  have  almost  d« 

cats ;  for  these  were  very  numerous  when  Selkirk  wh 

.though  we  did  not  see  above  two  or  three  during  cor 

stay.   The  rats,  however,  still  keep  their  ground,  and' 

•nue  here  in  great  numbers,  and  were  wety  troubloo 

us,  by  infesting  our  tents  in  the  night* 

That  which. furnished  us  with  the  most  delicious ( 
xepasts,  while  at  this  island,  still  remains  to  be  desc 
•This  was  the  fish,  with  which  the  whole  bay  was  mcNt 
dandy  stored,  and  in  the  greatest  variety.  We  finiiN 
,cod  of  prodigious  size ;  and  by  the  report  of  some  ( 
crew,  wno  had  been  formerly  employed  in  the  Ned 
■land  fishery,  not  less  plentiful  than  on  the  banks  ol 
island.  We  had  also  cavallies,  gropers,  large  breanui  i 
silver-fish,  congers  of  a  particular  kind ;  and  above  all,  s 
fish  which  we  esteemed  niost^  called  by  some  the  chii 
.sweeper^  in  shape  somewhat  resembling  a  carp.  The! 
indeed,  was  every  where  so  full  of  rocks  and  loose  i 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  hauling  the  scyne;  bs 
hooks  and  lines  wc  caught  what  numbers  we  pleased,  I 
a  boat  with  only  two  or' three  lines,  would  return! 
witli  fish  in  two  or  tlirce  hours.  The  only  internipti 
ever  met  with  arose  from  great  quantities  of  do^6A 
large  sharks,  which  /sometimes  attended  our  boats,  an 
vented  our  sport 

B 

other,  especially  the  mnlcs:  The  hnttlc-nosed  seal  having  a  traiki 
or  long  prqjectiouy  on  the  upper  iaw ;  while  the  male  of  the  MP 
has  his  neck  covered  witli  a  long  flowing  mane.  The  latter  ii  ih 
larger,  the  males  sometimes  reaching  twenty-five  feet  in  kftfl 
weighing  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  weiglit.  I'heir  colour  is  raddl 
their  voice  resembles  the  bellowing  of  bulls.  The  former  ore  drfrfj 
in  the  Southern  Pacific ;  while  the  latter  frequent  tlie  northen  f 
the  same  ocean. — £. 

^  This  name  is  inexplicable  ;  but,  from  the  context,  appeantol 
8ome  animal  of  the  cavia  genus,  resembling  the  rabbit :  BefldOb  l 
islet,  a  sliort  war  S.W.  of  Juan  Fernandez,  is  named  Isla  de  M^ 
liabiMt  Island.— £. 
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ssides  these  fisb^  we  found  one  other  delicacy  in  greater 
ictioni  both  as  to  size,  quantity,  and  flavour,  than  is  to 
let  with  perhaps  In  any  other  part  of  the  world.     This  * 
sea  craw-fish,  usually  weighing  eight  or  nine  pounds 
I  of  a  most  excellent  taste,  ana  in  such  viEist  numbers 

the  edge  of  the  water,  that  our  boat-hooks  often  struck 
them  in  putting  the  boats  to  lind  from  the  shore, 
bese  are  the  most  material  articles  relating  to  the  accom- 
ations,  soil,  vegetables,  animals,  and  other  productions 
le  island  of  Juan  Fernandez^  by  which  it  will  distinctly 
iut  bow  admirably  this  place  was  adapted  for  recovering 
om  the  deplorable  situation  to  which  we  bad  been  re- 
d  by  our  t^ious  and  unfortunate  navigation  round  Cape 
0.  Having  thus  given  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  situ- 
L  and  circumstances  of  this  island,  in  which  we  resided 
he  months,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  relate  all  that  occur- 
to  us  in  that  period,  resuming  the  narrative  from  the 

of  June,  on  which  day  the  Trval  sloop,  having  been 
m  out  by  a  squall  three  days  before,  came  again  to  her 
rings,  on  which  day  also  we  finished  sending  our  sick  on 
e,  being  about  eight  da^s  after  our  ^rst  an<£prin^  at  this 
d. 

Section  XIL 

rateArrivab  of  the  Gloucester,  and  Anna  Pink,  at  Juan 
^-rnandez,  and  Transactiom  at  that  Island  during  the  In- 
rpaL 

HE  arrival  of  the  Tryal  sloop  at  this  Island,  so  soon  after 
:rame  there  ourselves  in  the  Centurion,  gave  us  great 
s  of  being  speedily  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  squadron  ; 
we  were  accordingly  for  siome  days  continually  looking 
in  expectation  of  their  coming  in  sight.  After  near  a 
light  had  elapsed  without  any  of  thefti  appearing,  wc  be- 
to  despair  of  ever  meeting  them  again,  knowing,  if  our 
had  continued  so  much  longer  at  sea,  that  we  should 
y  man  of  us  have  perished,  and  the  vessel,  occupied  only 
€ad  bodies,  must  have  been  left  to  the  caprice  of  the 
U  and  waves ;  and  this  we  had  great  reason  to  fear  was 
ite  of  our  consorts,  as  every  hour  added  to  the  probabi- 
of  these  desponding  suggestions.  But,  on  the  21st  of 
'»  some  of  our  people,  mm  an  eminence  on  shore^  dis- 
>U  XI.  X  cerncd 
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cerned  a  ship  to  leeward,  with  her  courses  even  with  the 
rizon.     They  could,  at  the  same  time,  observe  that  ihe 
DO  sails  aboard,  except  her  courses  and  main-topsaiL 
circumstance  made  them  conclude  that  it  must  be  one  of 
pquadron,  which  had  probably  suffered  as  severely  in 
sails  and  rigging  as  we  had  done.     They  were  pn 
however,  from  forming  more  definite  conjectures  cod 
her ;  for,  afler  viewing  her  a  short  time,  the  weadier 
(Jiick  and  hazy,  and  she  was  no  longer  to  be  seen.  j 

On  this  report,  and  no  ship  appearing  for  some  da}%  ^ 
were  all  under  the  greatest  concern,  suspecting  tnatki 
people  must  be  under  the  utmost  distress  for  want  ofnk£ 
and  so  weakened  and  diminished  in  numbers  by  sickDaj^l 
to  be  unable  to  ply  up  to  windward,  so  that  we  dreaded^  d( 
ter  having  been  in  sight  of  the  island,  that  her  whole 
might  yet  perish  at  sea.    On  the  21st,  at  noon,  wesgfki 
cerned  a  ship  at  sea  in  the  N.E.  quarter,  which  we  coiM 
to  bo  the  same  that  had  been  seen  before,  and  our  ooijeeii| 
proved  true.     About  one  o'clock  she  had  come  so  neir  0" 
we  could  plainly  distinguish  her  to  be  the  Gloucester;  tfi, 
we  had  no  doubt  of  her  being  in  great  distress,  the  ooBI_ 
dorc  immediately  ordered  out  his  boat  to  our' assistance  ll 
den  with  fresh  water,  fish,  and  vegetables,  which  waiaaNt 
comfortable  relief  to  them;  for  our  apprehensioDSoftWr 
calamitous  situation  were  only  top  well  founded,  as  te 
never  was,  perhaps,  a  crew  in  greater  distress.    'I^Hf 
already  thrown  two-thirds  of  their  complement  ovemA 
and  of  those  who  remained  alive^  scarcely  any  wereci|VW 
of  doing  duty,  except  the  officers  and  their  servants.  w(f 
had  been  a  considerable  time  at  the  small  allowance  of  a  iM 
of  water  to  each  man  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  yet  haJjl 
very  little  left,  that  they  must  soon  have  died  of  thin^i  'fll 
it  not  been  for  the  supply  sent  them  by  our  commodoTBi  ^ 

The  Gloucester  plied  up  within  three  miles  of  thcbiji^ 
could  not  reach  the  road,  both  wind  and  currents  being  i 
trary.  She  continued,  however,  in  the  offing  nextdaj; 
as  she  had  no  chance  of  being  able  to  come  to  Anchor^ 
commodore  repeated  his  assistance,  sending  off  the  Tqw 
boat,  manned  with  the  people  of  the  Centurion,  with  a  w 
ther  supply  of  water,  and  other  refreshments.  CaM 
Mitchell  of  the  Gloucester  was  under  the  necessity  «  i^ 
taining  both  this  boat  and  that  sent  the  preceding  day,  aiR 
had  no  longer  strength  to  navigate  his  ship  without  the  pa 
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otih  their  crews.  The  Gloucester  continued  near  a  (brt- 
It  in  this  tantalizing  situation,  without  being  able  to  fetch 
road>  though  frequently  making  the  attempt^  and  even  at 
s  bidding  &ir  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  On  thp  9th 
jf  we  observed  her  stretching  away  to  the  eastward,  kt  a 
riderable  distance,  which  we  supposed  was  widi  a  design 
|et  to  the  southward  of  the  island ;  but^  as  she  did  not 
tn  appear  for  near  a  week/  we  were  prodigiously  alarmed 
her  safety^  knowing  that  she  must  be  again  in  extreme 
ress  for  want  of  water.  After  great  impatience  about 
»  we  again  discovered  her  on  the  16th^  endeavouring  to 
le  round  the  eastern  point  of  the  island^  but  the  wind  still 
ring  directly  from  the  bay,  prevented  her  from  getting 
rer  than  within  four  miles  of  the  land, 
laptain  Mitchell  now  made  signals  of  distress,  and  our 
)irboat  was  sent  off  with  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  plen- 
dTfiah  and  other  refreshments:  And,  as  the  long-bdat 
d  not  be  waited,  the  cockswain  had  positive  orders  from 
oommodore  to  return  immediately.  But  next  day  pro- 
f! stormy,  and  the  boat  not  appearing,  we  much  feared^ 
Was  lost,  which  would  have  been  an  irretrievable  misfbr- 
>  to  us  all.  We  were  relieved,  however,  from  this  anxiety 
^e  third  day  after,  by  the  joyful  appearance  of  her  sails 
he  water,  on  which  the  cutter  was  sent  to  her  assistance^ 
towed  her  alongside  in  a  few  hours,  when  we  found  that 
long-boat  had  taken  in  six  of  the  Gloucester's  sick  men, 
i*ing  them  on  shore,  two  of  whom  had  died  in  the  boat, 
now  learnt  that  the  Gloucester  was  in  a  most  dreadful 
lltion,  having  scarcely  a  man  in  health  on  board,  except 
^  she  had  received  from  us.  Numbers  of  their  sick 
^  dying  daily,  and  it  appeared,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Biim)ly  sent  by  our  long-boat,  that  both  the  healthy  and 
l^sra  must  all  have  perished  for  want  of  water.  This  ca- 
^tOus  situation  was  the  more  terrifying,  as  it  appeared  to 
without  remedy;  for  the  Gloucester  had  already  spent  a 
^^  in  fruitless  endeavours  to  fetch  the  bay,  and  was  now 
wther  advanced  than  when  she  first  miade  the  island. 
■  hopes  of  her  people  of  ever  succeeding  were  now  worn 
by  the  experience  of  its  difficulty ;  and,  indeed,  her  si- 
bn  became  that  same  day  more  desperate  than  ever,  as 
igain  lost  sight  of  her,  after  receiving  pur  last  supply  of 
^ments,  so  that  we  universally  di^aired  of  her  ever 
log  to  anchor. 

Thus 
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Thus  was  this  unhappv  vessel  bandied  about,  within  a  few 
leagues  of  her  intended  narbour,  while  the  near  nei{:;hboin^ 
hood  of  that  place,  and  of  these  circumstances  which  conld 
alone  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  under  which  her  peqde 
laboured^  served  only  to  aggravate  their  distress,  by  tortu- 
ring them  with  a  view  of  the  relief  they  were  unable  to  read. 
She  was  at  length  delivered  from  this  dreadful  situation  at  t 
time  when  we  least  expected  it :  For,  after  having  lost  ngbt 
of  her  for  sevieral  days,  we  were  joyfully  surprised,  in  the 
morning  of  the  £Sd  July,  to  see  her  open  the  N.  W.  point  of 
the  bay  with  a  flowing  sail,  when  we  immediately  dispatched 
what  boats  we  had  to  her  assistance,  and  within  an  hour  firom 
our  first  perceiving  her,  she  anchored  safe  within  us  in  &e 
bay- 

We  were  now  more  particularly  convinced  of  the  impoi^ 
ance  of  the  assistance  and  refreshments  we  had  repeatedb 
sent  her,  and  how  impossible  it  must  have  been  for  a  sinp^' 
man  of  her  crew  to  have  survived,  had  we  given  less  afttoi- 
tion  to  their  wants.  For,  notwithstanding  the  water,  y^^ 
tables,  and  fresh  provisions  with  which  we  had  sapprnd 
them,  and  the  hands  we  had  sent  to  assist  :n  navigating  tfaa 
ship,  by  which  the  fatigue  of  her  own  people  nad  neea 
greatly  diminished,  their  sick  relieved,  and  the  mortality 
abated ;  notwithstanding  this  provident  care  of  our  commo- 
dore, they  yet  buried  above  three-fourths  of  their  crew,  and. 
a  very  small  proportion  of  the  survivors  remained  capable  of 
assisting  in  the  duty  of  the  ship.  On  getting  to  anchor,  onr 
first  care  was  to  assist  them  in  mooring,  and  the  next  to  get 
their  sick  on  shore.  These  were  now  reduced,  by  numerooi 
deaths,  to  less  than  fourscore,  of  which  we  expected  the 
greatest  part  to  have  died;  but  whether  it  was  that  thoie 
farthest  advanced  in  the  cruel  distemper  had  already  perish- 
ed, or  that  the  vegetables  and  fresh  provisions  we  had  sent 
had  prepared  those  who  remained  alive  for  a  more  speedy  re* 
covery,  it  so  happened,  contrary  to  our  fem*s,  that  their  sick, 
in  general,  were  relieved  and  restored  to  health  in  a  viuch 
shorter  time  than  our  owii  had  been  when  we  first  came  to 
the  island,  and  very  few  of  them  died  on  shore. 

Havii)g  thus  given  an  account  of  the  principal  events  ler' 
lating  to  the  arrival  of  tlie  Gloucester,  in  one  continued  nav* 
ration,  I  shall  only  add,  that  we  were  never  joined  by  ai^ 
other  of  our  ships,  except  our  victualler,  the  Anna  pink,  whidi' 
came  in  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  whose  history  I 

shall 
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licfipr  (or  tiir  presrnt,  a^  it  is  now  liis;h  time  to  return  Co 
>wa  traiiMu  ziiiii^,  lioth  on  iKnirJ  and  aUiorr,  during  the 
MIS  inier«*al  ul  i!ic  Gloucester  making  frL«)ucnt  and  iocf- 
al  attempts  u»  reach  the  island. 

ir  next  cnipkn  mmt,  after  sending  oui  sick  on  shore 
the  Centurion,  was  cleaniing  our  ship,  and  fiiling  oar 
r  cask*.  The  liimier  of  those  measures  was  indisiiensa- 
Mce«»:iry  to  our  future  hcahh,  as  the  numlserof  our  sick, 
the  uiKivuitlabie  negligence  arising  from  our  deploralife 
lion  at  hca.  h.i(i  rendered  the  decks  most  intulvrably 
isomc.  The  filling  our  water  was  also  a  caution  that  ap- 
ed c»enti;il  to  our  security,  as  we  had  reason  to  appre* 
that  accidents  might  intcr^'cnc  which  wouki  oblige  us  to 
the  ikiantl  at  a  wry  iihori  warning,  as  some  appcamnces 
lad  discovered  on  »horc,  at  our  first  landing*  gave  us 
ttds  to  believe  that  there  were  ^>panish  cniizen  in  thcw 

which  had  left  the  i»Jand  only  a  Uiort  time  bclbre  oar 
oly  and  might  poftbihly  return  again,  either  for  a  sn|Nply 
tfeTt  or  in  se.irch  of  us.  t  or  we  coukl  not  doubt  that 
ole  purpose  they  hud  at  sea  was  to  intercept  ii%  and  wie 
r  that  this  inland  wus  the  likeliest  place,  in  their  opinion, 
etc  witli  us.  The  cirrttni»t:iiiccs  which  gave  rise  to  these 
MiOs  in  part  of  which  we  were  not  mistaken,  as  will  ap* 
more  at  larger  lierealier,  were  our  finding  on  ^ore  se* 

pieci-4  of  earl  hen  jars,  raaiie  um?  of  in  tlH?»ie  seas  fur 
tnff  water  auil  oilier  li(|uids,  which  appeared  fresh  bro- 

^V'c  saw  aI»o  niauy  heaps  of  casksp  near  which  were 
booes  and  pieces  of  fish,  be»ii|i-s  wliole  fisii  scattered 
and  there,  wiiicli  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  only  a 
i  time  out  ol' the  water,  as  they  wtre  but }ust  beginning 
leay. 

sese  were  inlaiiiiile  iiiilicatiou!!  that  there  had  been  a  ship 
ipa  at  thi!»  place  only  :i  short  time  before  our  arrival ;  andt 
Spanish  merchant  ship>  are  instructed  to  avoid  this  iskind» 
Bcouut  of  its  being  the  common  rendezvous  of  their  ene* 
p  we  coucludctl  that  tlioac  which  had  touched  here  must 
been  ships  of  fune ;  and,  u^  we  knew  not  that  Pizarro 
netiirned  to  the  Uio  Plata,  niifl  were  ignornnl  what 
jph  might  have  been  fitted  out  at  Calao,  we  were  under 
Morahlc  apjirehcnsions  for  our  safety,  bein;;  in  so  wretch* 
id  aDfecA)lcd  a  condition,  as,  nolwitlutandiiig  the  rank 
ir  ahipy  and  the  sixty  gun^  with  which  she  was  armed, 
I  was  hardly  a  privateer  sent  to  sea  that  was  not  an 

ovcrmatcii 
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overmatch  for  us.  Our  fears  on  this  head,  however,  fall- 
nately  proved  imaginary,  and  we  were  not  exposed  to  lb 
disgrace  which  must  unavoidably  have  befallen  ni,  had  it 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity,  by  the  appearance  of  aaw^ 
my,  of  fighting  our  sixty-gun  ship  with  no  more  than  H^ 
hands. 

While  employed  in  cleaning  our  ship,  and  filling  •our  i^ 
tcr  casks,  we  set  up  a  large  copper  oven  on  shore,  near  Al 
sick  tents,  in  which  fresh  bread  was  baked  eveiy  day  fi*  Al 
ship's  company,  as,  being  extremely  desirous  of  reocyfokji 
.ouir  sick  as  soon  as  possible,  we  believed  that  new  bread,  atf 
ed  to  their  green  vegetables  and  fresh  fish,  might  pWI 
powerfully  conducive  to  their  relief  Indeed,  we  had  aliioiih 
ginable  inducements  to  endeavour  at  augmenting  our  pi^ 
sent  strength,  as  every  little  accident,  which  to  a  fidi  Off 
would  have  been  insignificant,  was  extremely  alarming  iaflU 
present  helpless  condition.  Of  this  wo  had  a  tronblciflBl 
instance,  on  the  SOth  of  June,  at  five  in  the  morning,  vkB 
we  were  alarmed  by  a  violent  gust  of  wind  directly  offliNII 
which  instantly  parted  our  small  bower  cable,  about  tsiti^ 
thoms  from  the  ring  of  the  anchor.  The  ship  at  onceivm 
off  to  the  best  bower,  which  happily  stood  the  violence  of tk 
jerk,  and  brought  us  up,  with  two  cables  on  end,  in  ei^ 
ikthoms. 

At  this  time  we  had  not  above  a  dozen  seamen  in  tbedn 

and  were  apprehensive,  if  the  squall  continued,  that  weiiii|pl 

be  driven  out  to  sea  in  this  helpless  condition.    We  ii4 

therefore,  the  boat  on  shore,  to  bring  off  all  who  wefei^ 

pablc  of  acting ;  and  the  wind  soon  abating  of  its  fury,  gM 

us  an  opportunity  of  receivhig  the  boat  back  with  a  irii^ 

forccment.     With  this  additional  strength,  wc  went  ItK^ 

diatcly  to  work,  to  have  in  what  remained  of  the  brafai 

cable,  which  we  suspected  to  have  received  some  injury  fev 

the  ground  before  it  parted,  and  accordingly  we  feund  lk^ 

seven  &thoms  and  a  half  had  been  chaffed  and  rendersd-fl* 

serviceable.     In  the  afternoon,  we  bent  this  cable  to*Al 

spare  anchor,  and  got  it  over  the  bows.     Next  morningi^ 

1st  of  JuJy^  being  favoured  by  the  wind  in  gentle  breen%W 

warped  the  ship  in  again^  and  let  go  the  anchor  in  foilf  • 

iathoms ;  the  eastern  point  of  the  bay  now  bearing  frotf  ■ 

E.  h  S.  the  western  point  N.W.  by  W.  and  the  botta«» 

the  bay  S.S.  W.  as  before.     We  were^  however,  much  €•• 

cerned  for  the  loss  of  our  anchor,  and  swept  frcqueotif  i* 

cndeaTOSf 


ISBAP.  ziv.  «Bcr.  XII.        Captain  Amon.  327 

endeavour  its  recovery ;  but  the  buoy  having  sunk  at  the  in- 
ifamt  when  the  cable  parted^  we  could  never  find  it  again. 

As  the  month  of  July  advanced,  and  some  of  our  sick  men 
irere  tolerably  recovered^  the  strongest  of  them  were  set  to  cut 
lown  trees,  and  to  split  them  into  billets,  while  others,  too 
i^eak  for  this  work,  undertook  to  caiTy  the  billets,  by  one  at 
i  time,  to  the  water  side.  Tliis  they  performed,  some  by  the 
telp  of  crutches,  and  others  supported  by  a  single  stick.  We 
^ext  set  up  the  forge  on  shore,  and  employed  our  smith,  who 
Iras  just  capable  of  working,  to  repair  our  chain-plates,  and 
ather  broken  and  decayed  iron-work.  We  bemn  also  the 
repair  of  our  rigging ;  but  as  we  had  not  enough  of  junk  to 
nake  spun-yam,  we  deferred  the  general  overhaul  in  the 
iaily  hope  of  the  Gloucester  arriving,  which  was  known  to 
baive  a  great  quantity  of  junk  on  board.  That  we  might  dis- 
patch our  refitting  as  fast  as  possible,  we  set  up  a  large  tent 
fa  the  beach  ibr  the  sail-makcrs,  who  were  employed  dili- 

Ltly  in  repairing  our  old  sails  and  making  new  ones. 
Be  occupations^  with  cleansing  and  watering  our  ship, 
ncyw  pretty  well  completed,  together  with  attending  our  sicic, 
■nd  the  frequent  relief  sent  to  die  Gloucester,  were  the  prin- 
cipal transactions  of  our  infirm  crew,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
Gloucester  at  anchor  in  the  bay. 

■  Captain  Mitchell  immediately  waited  on  the  commodore^ 
whom  he  informed,  that,  in  his  last  absence,  he  had  been  for- 
ced as  far  as  the  small  island  of  Masefuero,  nearly  in  the  same 
latitude  with  the  larger  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  and  thirty 
leagues  &ither  W.  That  he  had  endeavoured  to  dend  his 
boat  on  shore  there  for  water,  of  which  he  observed  several 
ctreams;  but  the  wind  blew  so  strong  upon  the  shore,  and 
Caused  so  great  a  surf,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  to  land. 
The  attempt,  however,  was  not  entirely  useless,  as  the  boat 
came  back  loaded  with  fish.  This  island  had  been  Tcpre- 
■ented,  bv  former  navigators,  as  a  mere  barren  rock,  but 
Captain  Mitchell  assured  the  commodore,  that  it  was  almost 
every  where  covered  with  trees  and  verdure,  and  was  nearly 
four  miles  in  length.  He  believed  also,  that  some  spsallbay 
night  possibly  be  found  in  it  which  might  aiford  sufficient 
riinter  to  any  ship  desirous  of  piiocuring  refreshments. 

As  four  ships  of  our  s(]uadroii  were  still  missing,  this  de- 
scription of  Masefuero  gave  rise  to  a  conjecture,  that  some 
of  them  might  possibly  have  fallen  in  with  that  island,  mis- 
taking it  for  the  true  place  of  rendezvous.    This  suspicion 
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was  the  more  reasonable^  that  wc  had  no  draught  of  either 
island  that  could  be  relied  upon ;  wlicrefore  the  commodflif 
resolved  to  send  the  Tryal  sloop  tliitiier,  as  soon  as  she  oodi 
be  made  ready  for  sea,  in  order  to  examine  all  its  crcekiaod 
bays,  that  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  any  of  our  niHi' 
ing  ships  were  there  or  not.  For  this  puq)ose,  some  tf 
pur  best  hands  were  sent  on  board  the  Tryal  next  monun^ 
to  overhaul  and  fix  her  rigging,  and  our  long-boat  was  dft- 
ployed  to  complete  her  water  ;  what  stores  and  nccenarMi 
she  wanted,  being  immediately  supplied  from  the  Ccnturiai 
and  Gloucester.  It  was  the  4th  of  August  before  the  Tijil 
was  in  readiness  to  sail.  Whcnj  havmg  weighed,  it  mm 
after  fell  calm,  and  the  tide  set  her  very  near  the  eaittti 
shore  of  the  bay.  Captain  Saunders  immediately  bung  oil 
lights,  and  fired  several  guns,  to  apprise  us  of  his  dongeri 
upon  which  all  the  boats  were  sent  to  bis  aid,  which  toind 
the  sloop  into  the  bay,  where  she  anchored  till  next  moil- 
ing, and  then  proceeded  with  a  fair  breeze. 

We  were  now  busily  employed  in  examining  and  rqMV- 
ing  our  rigging,  and  that  of  the  Gloucester ;  but,  in  itnp' 
jping  our  fore-mast,  we  were  alarmed  by  discovering  thttil 
was  sprung  just  above  the  partners  of  the  upper  deck.  lU 
spring  was  two  inches  in  depth  and  twelve  in  circumferenoei 


but  the  coirpenters,  on  inspection,  gave  it  as  their  opu 
that  fishing  it  with  two  leaves  of  an  anchor-stock  would  Ri' 
der  it  as  secure  as  ever.  Besides  this  defect  in  our  miili 
we  had  other  difEcultics  in  refitting,  from  the  want  of  ooi^ 
age  and  canvass ;  for,  although  we  had  taken  to  sea  mvA 
greater  quantities  of  both  than  had  ever  been  done  befm 
yet  the  continued  bad  weather  we  had  met  with,  after  pMOf 
the  straits  of  Le  Maire,  had  occasioned  so  great  a  consoop 
tion  of  these  stores,  that  we  were  reduced  to  great  stniki 
as,  after  working  up  all  our  junk  and  old  shrouds,  to  fflik 
twice  laid  cordage,  we  were  at  last  reduced  to  the  Decew 
to  unlay  a  cable,  to  work  up  into  running  rigging;  tti 
with  all  the  canvass  and  remnants  of  old  sails,  that  cooUk 
mustered,  we  could  only  make  up  one  complete  suit. 

Towards  the  middle  of  August,  our  men  being  indiSf' 
ently  recovered,  tliey  were^  permitted  to  quit  the  sick 
and  to  build  separate  huts  for  themselvca ;  as  it  was  i 
gined,  by  living  apart,  that  they  might  be  much  clcaniiiri 
and  consequently  likely  to  recover  their  s^trcngth  the  sooner: 
But  strict  orders  were  given^  at  the  same  tinie^  that  ^ 
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w&rc  UiStantly  to  repair  to  the  wateNside,  on  the  firing  of  a 
gun  irom  the  ship.  Their  employment  now  on  shore,  was 
ciiher  the  procurement  of  refreshments,  the  cutting  of  woodf 
or  the  procurement  of  oil  from  the  blubber  of  sea-licHis. 
This  oil  served  for  several  purposes ;  as  burning  in  lamps, 
laixing  with  pitch  to  pay  the  sides  of  our  ships,  or,  when 
myrked  up  with  wood-ashes,  to  supply  the  place  of  tallow^ 
of  which  we  had  none  left,  to  give  the  ship  boat-hose  tops. 
Some  of  the  men  were  also  occupied  in  salting  cod ;  for, 
having  two  New&undland  fishermen  in  the  Centurion,  the 
oomiDodore  set  them  to  work  in  providing  a  considerable 
qoADtity  of  salted  cod  for  sea-store ;  though  very  little  of  it 
was  used,  as  it  was  afterwards  thought  to  be  equally  pro- 
dnctive  (^scurvy  with  any  other  kind  of  salted  provisions. 

It  has  been  before  mentioned,  that  we  set  up  a  copper 
oven  on  shere^  to  bake  bread  for  the  sick :  But  it  happened 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  flour^  for  the  use  of  the  squad- 
zon,  was  on  board  the  Anna  pink«  It  should  also  bare 
beien  mentioned,  that  the  Tryal  sloop  informed  ns,  on  her 
arriTal,  that  she  had  fisdlen  in  with  our  victualler,  on  the 
9th  of  May,  not  fiir  from  the  coast  of  Chili,  and  had  kept 
company  with  her  for  four  days^  when  they  were  parted  in 
a  gaie  of  wind.  This  gave  us  some  room  to  hope  that  she 
was  safe,  and  might  rejoin  us :  But,  all  June  and  July  ha- 
ving passed  without  any  news  of  her,  we  gave  her  over  for 
Josti  and  the  commodore,  at  tlie  end  of  July,  ordered  all 
the  ships  on  a  short  allowance  of  bread.  Neither  was  it  in 
bread  alone  that  we  feared  a  deficiency :  For,  since  our  ar-. 
rival  at  Juan  Fernandez,  it  was  discovered  that  our  former 
purser  had  n^lected  to  take  on  board  large  quantities  of 
several  kinds  of  provisions,  which  the  commodore  had  ez^ 
piessly  ordered  him  to  receive ;  so  that  the  supposed  loss  of 
our  victualler  was,  on  all  accounts,  a  most  mortifying  cir- 
jcomstance. 

About  noon  on  Thursday  the  l6th  of  August,  after  we 
had  given  over  all  hopes  of  the  Anna  pink,  a  sail  was  espied 
in  the  northern  quarter,  on  which  a  gun  was  immediately 
fired  from  the  Centurion,  to  'call  off  the  people  from  the 
shore,  who  readily  obeyed  the  summons,  by  repairing  to 
the  beach,  where  tlie  boats  waited  to  fetch  them  on  board. 
Being  now  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  ship  in  view, 
.  whether  friend  or  enemy,  we  had  various  sjieculations  re- 
specting her,  many  supposing  at  firsts  that  it  was  the  Tryal 

sloop 
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^uu[)  i'i:turiiix)g  from  the  examination  of  Masefbero.  At 
sIk*  ilrew  nearer,  this  opinion  was  confuted,  by  observing 
that  !>he  hud  tliree  masts,  when  other  conjectures  were  eager- 
ly cauvujksed ;  s<Hne  judging  the  vessel  in  sight  to  be  the  Se<^ 
vera  and  others  the  Pear),  while  several  affirmed  that  ste 
did  not  belong  to  our  squadron.  But^  about  three  in  tk 
afternoon,  all  speculations  were  ended  by  the  unanimolitf 
persuasion  that  it  was  our  victualler,  the  Anna  pink.  And^ 
though  this  ship  had  fallen  in  with  the  island  to  the  ildrdh 
ward  iike  the  Gloucester,  she  yet  had  the  good  fbrtone  to 
come  to  anchor  in  the  bay  at  five  in  the  afternoon.'  Her  ai^ 
rival  gave  us  all  tlie  utmost  satisfaction,  as  the  ship's  eoHipa^ 
nies  were  inmiediately  restored  to  their  fiiU  allowance  of 
bread,  and  we  were  now  relieved  from  the  apprdiensions  of 
our  provisions  falling  short  before  we  could  reach  same 
friendly  port, — a  calamity,  in  these  seas,  of  all  others  tte 
most  irretrievable.  This  was  the  last  ship  that  jmned  as; 
and^  as  the  dangers  she  encountered,  and  the  good  fertmie 
•he  af^rwards  experienced,  are  worthy  of  a  separate  narn- 
tion,  I  shall  refer  them,  together  with  a  short  account  of  the 
other  missing  ships,  to  the  ensuing  section. 


Section  XIII. 

Short  Account  of  what  befell  the  Anna  Pink  before  she  fie* 
joined;  with  an  Account  of  the  Loss  of  the  Wager,  and  tk 
putting  back  of  the  Severn  and  Pearh 

On  the  ^rst  recognition  of  the  Anna  pink,  it  seemed  quite 
wcmderfui  to  us  how  the  crew  of  a  vessel,  which  had  thitf 
come  to  the  rendezvous  two  months  nfler  us,  should  be  ca- 
pable of  working  their  ship  in  the  manner  they  did,  and 
with  so  little  appearance  of  debility  and  distress.  This  difr 
culty,  however,  was  soon  solved  after  she  came  to  anchor; 
for  we  then  found  that  she  had  been  in  harbour  since  th^ 
middle  of  May,  near  a  month  before  our  arrival  at  Julia 
Fernandez,  so  diat  their  sufferings,  excepting  the  risk  thef 
had  run  of  being  shipwrecked,  were  greatly  short  of  wliift 
had  been  undergone  by  the  rest  of  the  squa^on.  .  ;f^ 

They  fell  in  with  the  land  on  the  l""^^^^       j  .»»■ 
45^  15'  S.  being  then  r  league 

iirst  sight  of  it^  they  1  ato 
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ilictr  fon^uil  ^piittin^,  aihI  the  wimi  Mntf  UtMkn  M 
sLW.  till  V  t!ro\r  li««ur«i»  the  «!uur.  llir  t'iipiji:ii,  riih«*r 
lie  to  clear  ttu*  laiul,  i>r«  ;i«i  oilior^  «.i%,  it^ti%i^(|  ui  krrti 
Km  no  Ioni;cr«  ^Uvnnl  ruiw  tiir  llii*  4ti.i.«l,  in  i*tiii  i  to  knik 
far  tonii*  »lielti*r  umt«nf;  thr  maiiT  iftlmuU  which  iip|war- 
I  Mght«  and  h:id  the  ^tMNi  tiirtunr  (o  hrin^  the  fthip  la 
or  to  ihe  eastward  ol  the  bUnd  of  /m  Am.'  liul«  a«  tbrv 
DoC  run  ftutiicientlv  nmr  the  east  »hore  of  that  ulamii 
bad  not  )iand»  enough  to  vcvr  away  ike  calde  liii«kljrt 
were  loon  tiriven  to  the  <«a%twiinl«,  derpif  ling  thnr  wa* 
NDm  twenty-live  to  thirty^lite  lathoni*.  Slili  coiiliiiuiiy 
rirei  they  next  diiy,  lieinf;  the  17th  May,  k*i  go  ihrir 
:  anchor,  which  hmu^vht  thrni  up  lor  a  fthurt  tune:  but 
la  18th  they  drove  af;ain,  till  ihty  came  into  iixtj*lifr 
■M ;  and,  Ik'iniv  now  within  a  luik*  of  the  laiul*  thqf  ex* 
ri  every  nionicnl  lo  Ik*  lorctnl  on  »hore  in  a  |ilace  idiara 
oast  wa^  *o  very  high  iind  iteep,  thnt  tbere  was  not  iba 
lert  profe|)ert  of  tiavinf^  the  ihip  and  car^ik  Aa  tbalf 
I  were  very  Irukyi  and  there  waa  im>  ap|irara»cr  ciT  a 
ng  pkce,  the  wliole  crew,  conkiMin|(  fd'aiatreti  nuji  ami 
Mve  thiniselvet  up  fiir  kiat,  U lirvin|^,  it'  even  any  of 
hap|>ened  to  get  on  ftlMira  hy  Minic  exiraordinary 
30^  that  they  uoiild  be  nitnntt  certainly  niaHacred  by  iha 
;c» ;  as  tiiei>e  |ieople,  knowing  no  oilier  Kiirii|M'antt  rx» 
SpeniardAv  might  be  ex|)ectefl  to  treat  all  atrAn^ra  wilb 

crD€lty  which  ihvy  have  to  ofl'tonf  and  au  MgnaJlyt 

3|(ainat  their  Spaniah  neigkboura. 
ider  these  u  rrityins;  cjrcuinataacpf ,  the  Anna  continaad 
ive  tiiward^  the  nK'k'«  which  fbrined  the  ahore;  atul  al 
rfacn  expectini/  fvery  irafttrnt  to  itrike,  they  prrrrived  a 
opening  in  th'*  land,  whtrh  raiaefl  their  kofiraol  aalalj. 
raifpre,  minjfiii.itciy  cuttin;^  away  th«-ir  two  aiichfiriv  ibay 
d  for  thii  opening,  which  they  kiund  lo  Ik-  a  narrow 
ng  beCwei-n  an  i^bnd  :au«I  the  main,  wM#.h  M  th««i 
kaM»(«xceii^r.:  hartyjur  ;  which,  lor  iu  aacurily  afrauia' 

and  -wr:.c,  and  lh<-  cvn^rtfi^ui  %iiiiXKknr«a  ««l  it* 

ij  pe:pa:v>  ^'iv  wuh  any  in  Ui'-  km^wri  w^irifl :  Aim! 
beirif  ?-.  '.-rcv  ;ao  r.;>«  fffun  tin:-  %fir«t  i»h*?f'-  U#^y 
id  the:!/ <i*^'.      -•.'.::  vi* -.  *ta'i.f,  th«:  Jiorr'^f  ♦  o!  ttt.^Mwrtik 

rfl«il 
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and  immediate  death,  with  which  they  had  been  80  long  and 
Btrongly  possessed,  vanished  almost  in  an  .instant}. givjng 
place  to  the  most  joyous  ideas  of  security,  refreshment,  §m 
repose. 

In  this  harbour,  discovered  almost  by  miracle^  the 
came  to  anchor  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  with  only  a  bai 
and  small  anchor  of  about  three  hundred  weight*  Here  ill 
continued  for  near  two  months,  and  her  people^  who  nm 
many  of  them  ill  of  the  scurvy,  were  soon  restored  to  ptoftet 
health  by  the  fresh  provisions,  which  they  procured  in  aboh 
dance,  and  the  excellent  water  which  they  found  in  piea^ 
on  the  adjacent  shore.  As  this  place  may  prove  .of  .tM 
greatest  importance  to  future  navigators  tbrced  upon  tUl 
coast  by  the  western  winds,  which  are  almost  pcrpeliud  ■ 
that  pait  of  the  world,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  best  i^ 
count  that  could  be  collected  of  this  port,  as  to  its  sitoatip^ 
conveniences,  and  productions,  before  continuing  the  id- 
ventures  of  the  Anna  pink.  To  facilitate,  also,  the  knov* 
ledge  of  this  place,  to  such  as  may  be  desirous  hereafter,  of 
using  it,  there  is  annexed  a  plan  both  of  the  harbour  and 
the  Targe  bay  before  it^  through  which  the  Anna  driftsL 
This  plan,  perhaps,  may  not  be  in  all  respects  as  accuratoa 
could  be  wished,  being  composed  from  the  memorandim 
and  rude  sketches  of  the  master  and  surgeon,  who  were  not 
the  most  able  draughtsmen ;  but,  as  the  principal  parts  mn 
laid  down  by  their  estimates  of  their  distances  from  eick 
other,  in  which  kind  of  computation  seamen  are  commonly 
very  dextrous,  the  errors  are  probably  not  very  considersbia 

The  latitude,  which  certainly  is  a  very  material  pointj  m 
not  very  accurately  ascertained,  as  the  Anna  had  no  olM^ 
vation  either  on  the  day  she  got  there,  or  witliin  a  day  tf 
leaving  the  bay ;  but  is  supposed  to  be  not  very  distant  fna 
45°  30  S.*  But  the  large  extent  of  the  bay,  at  the  bottom  rf 
whidi  the  harbour  is  situated,  renders  tliis  uncertainty  of  thi 
less  importance.  The  island  lying  before  this  bay,  called  hh 
chin  by  the  Indians,  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  islands  M* 
med  Chonos  by  the  Spanish  accounts,  and  said  to  spmd 
alopg  all  this  coast,'  being  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  peopkk 

famov 

^  This  has  already,  on  the  authority  of  Arrowsmttli,  been  stated  it  ^ 
iJO'S. 

■  3  The  gulf  and  archipelago  of  Cjionos,  or  Guaytecas,  one  of  tlie  iilaikb 
of  which  is  Socora,  or  Guayteca,  is  considerably  to  the  N.  of  Inchin,  be- 
tween  the  peninsula  de  tres  Montes  and  the  island  of  Cbiloe,  the  centre  of 
that  archipelago  being  iu Vales'  ^«— £., 
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Amous  ibr  their  haired  to  the  Spaniards,  and  their  cmel^ 
to  such  of  tl)at  nation  as  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  It  is 
even  possible  that  the  land  in  which  this  harbour  is  situated 
may  be  one  of  these  islands,  while  the  continent  may  be  con-  - 
ttderably  to  the  eastward.  This  harbour,  besides  its  depth 
of  water  and  con^lete  shelter,  has  two  coves,  where  ships  may 
very  conveniently  be  hove  down,  as  the  water  is  constantly 
fln6oth.  There  are  also  several  fine  runs  of  excellent  fresh 
water,  which  fall  into  the  harbour,  some  so  conveniently  si- 
tuated that  the  casks  may  be  filled  in  the  long-boat  by  means 
of  a  hose.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  is  a  stream  in  the 
N.E.  part  of  the  harbour^  beinc  a  fresh-water  river,  whei^ 
die  crew  of  the  Anna  caught  a  few  mullets  of  excdlent  fla- 
yfOQT,  and  they  were  persuaded  that  it  would  be  found  to 
ftave  plenty  of  fish  in  the  proper  season,  it  being  winter  when 
diqr  were  there. 

The  principal  refreshments  of  green  vegetables  met  with 
«t  this' port  were  wild  cellery,  nettle-tops,  and  the  like,  which, 
after  so  long  a  continuance  at  sea,  were  highly  acceptable. 
We  got  abundance  of  shell-fish,  as  cockles  and  muscled  of 
great  size  and  delicious  flavour,  with  plenty  of  geese,  shags, 
and  penguins.  Though  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  climate 
waa  by  no  means  extremely  rigorous,  neither  were  the  trees 
<ir  the  face  of  the  country  destitute  of  verdure ;  whence  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  many  other  kinds  of  fresh  provisions 
Vfonld  doubtless  be  found  there  in  summer.  Notwithstand* 
ii^  the  relations  of  the  Spaniards  respecting  the  violence  and 
barbarity  of  the  inhabitants,  it  does  not  appear  that  their 
numbers  are  sufiicient  to  excite  any  apprehensions  in  the 
crew  of  a  ship  of  any  size,  or  that  their  dispositions  are  by 
any  means  so  mischievous  or  merciless  as  has  been  repre- 
sented. With  all  these  advantages,  this  place  is  so  far  from 
the  frontiers  of  the  Spanish  settlements,  and  so  little  known 
to  the  Spaniards  themselves,  that,  with  proper  precautions, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  a  ship  might  remain  here  a  long 
time  undiscovered.  It  is  also  capable  of  being  made  a  very 
defensible  port ;  as,  by  possessing  the  island  uiat  closes  up 
the  port  or  inner  haroour,  which  island  is  only  accessible  in 
a  very  few  places,  a  small  force  might  easily  secure  this  port 
against  all  the  force  which  the  Spaniards  could  muster  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  For  this  island  is  so  steep  towards 
the  harbour,  having  six  fathoms  close  to  the  shore*  that  the 
Anna  anchored  within  forty  yards  of  its  coast  $  whence  it  ia 

obvious 
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obvious  how  difficult  it  would  prove^  either  to  board  or  at 
out  any  vessel  protected  by  a  force  posted  on  shore  widlK 
pistol-shot,  and  where  those  thus  posted  could  not  be  t|wiir.. 
selves  attacked.  All  these  circumstances  seem  to  render  tMl. 
port  worthy  of  a  more  accurate  examination ;  and  it  iilnlljl^ 
hoped  that  this  rude  attempt  to  suggest^  may  hereafter  pt^. 
commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  pnbliCf  and  thf  A 
tention  of  those. who  are  more  immediately  entrusted  irifl 
the  conduct  of  our  naval  affairs. 

After  this  account  of  the  place  where  the  Anna  lay  forlNr 
months,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  relate  thi  .dlicwn 
Ties  made  by  her  crew  upon  the  adjacent  coast,  and  thepfjif 
cipal  incidents  that  occurred  during  their  stay  here.  Bo^  4 
they  were  only  a  few  in  number,  tney  durst  not  venton  H 
detach  any  of  their  people  on  distant  searches,  being  nte 
continual  apprehensions  of  being  attacked  either  by  the  8^: 
niards  or  Indians,  so  that  their  excursions  were  geneidjf 
confined  to  the  tract  of  land  surrounding  the  port,  wiim 
they  were  never  out  of  view  of  the  ship :  Even  if  thqr  M 
known  from  the  first  how  little  grounds  there  were  ibr  tfalif 
fears,  yet  the  neighbouring  country  was  so  overgrown  irii|| 
wood,  and  so  traversed  by  mountains,  that  it  appeared  ipr 
practicable  to  penetrate  to  any  distance,  so  that  no  acoooK 
of  the  interior  could  be  expected.  They  were,  however,  ip^ 
condition  to  disprove  the  relations  given  by  Spanish  wriia% 
who  have  represented  this  coast  as  inhabited  by  a  fierce  ^ 
powerful  people,  as  no  such  inhabitants  were  to  be  found,  M 
least  in  the  winter  season ;  for,  during  the  whole  time  of  tUr 
continuance  here,  they  never  saw  any  more  than  one  flail 
Indian  family,  which  came  into  the  harbour  in  a  periagosi  ff 
canoe,  about  a  month  after  the  arrival  of  the  Anna,  and  cflh 
sisted  only  of  one  Indian  man,  near  forty  years  of  agc^  hil 
wife,  and  two  children,  one  about  three  years  of  aae^  and  Al 
other  still  on  the  breast.  They  seemed  to  have  wiui  then  4 
their  property,  consisting  of  a  dog  and  cat,  a  fishing  nc^  i 
hatchet,  a  knife,  a  cradle^  some  bark  of  trees,  intended  ^ 
covering  a  hut,  a  reel  widi  some  worsted,  a  flint  and  sipt 
and  a  kvf  roots  of  a  yellow  hue^  and  very  disagreeable 
whidi  served  them  for  bread. 

As  soon  as  these  were  perceived^  the  master  of  the 
sent  his  yawl  and  brought  them  on  board ;  and,  lest  ^9 
might  discover  him  to  the  Spaniards  if  permitted  togo  awi|p 
he  took  proper  precautions,  as  he  conceived,  for  secoriif 

tbcflb 
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but  without  violence  or  ill  usage,  as  they  were  pennit- 
go  about  the  ship  where  they  pleased  ia  the  day  time^ 
;rc  locked  up  in  the  forecastle  at  night  As  they  were 
the  same  manner  with  the  crew,  and  were  often  indul- 
ith  brandy,  which  they  seemed  greatly  to  relish,  it  did 
pear  at  first  that  they  were  mudb  dissatisfied  widi  their 
on.  The  master  took  the  Indian  on  shore  when  he 
to  shoot,  and  he  seemed  always  much  delighted  on 
the  game  killed.  The  crew  also  treated  them  with 
liumanity ;  but  it  was  soon  apparent,  though  the  wo- 
^ntinucd  easy  and  cheerful,  that  the  man  grew  pensive 
Iscontented  at  his  confinement.  He  seemed  to  have 
aatural  parts,  and  though  utterly  unable  to  converse 
ur  people  otherwise  than  by  signs,  was  yet  very  curl* 
d  inquisitive,  and  showed  great  dexterity  in  his  man- 
making  himself  understood.  Seeing  so  few  people  oq 
so  large  a  ship,  he  seemed  to  express  his  opinion  that 
ad  once  been  more  numerous,  and,  by  way  of  repre- 
l  what  he  imagined  had  become  of  their  companions, 
I  himself  on  the  deck,  closing  his  eyes,  and  stretching 
f  out  motionless^  as  if  to  imitate  Uie  appearance  of  a 
lody. 

I  strongest  proof  of  his  sagacity  was  the  manner  of  his 
I  away.  After  having  been  on  board  the  Anna  for 
Jays,  the  scuttle  of  the  forecastle,  where  he  and  his  fa-^ 
ere  locked  up  every  night,  happened  to  be  left  unnailed, 
I'the  following  night,  which  was  extremely  dark  and 
^,  he  contrived  to  convey  his  wife  and  children  througU 
uttlc,  and  then  over  the  ship's  side  into  the  yawl,  and 
liately  rowed  on  shore,  using  the  precaution  to  cut 
he  long-boat  and  his  own  periagua,  which  were  towinc 
I  to  prevent  being  pursued.  He  conducted  all  this 
o  much  silence  and  secrecy,  that,  though  there  was  a 
on  the  quarter-deck  with  loaded  arms,  he  was  not  dis- 
d  by  them  till  the  noise  of  his  oars  in  tlie  water  gave 
of  his  escape^  after  he  had  put  off  from  the  ship,  when 
too  late  either  to  prevent  or  pursue  him.  Besides,  as 
x>ats  were  all  adrift^  it  was  some  time  before  they  could 
ve  the  means  of  getting  on  shore  to  search  for  their 
By  this  effort,  besides  r^aining  his  liberty,  the  In- 
iras  in  some  measure  revenged  on  those  who  had  con- 
[lim^  both  by  the  perplexity  they  were  in  for  the  loss  of 
3oats,  and  by  the  terror  occasioned  by  his  departure ; 
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fbr^  on  tbe  first  alarm  of  tlie  watch,  who  cried,  <<  The  In& 
am/'  the  whole  crew  were  in  the  utmost  confhsion,  believiiur 
that  the  ship  had  been  boarded  by  a  whole  fleet  of  armed 
canoes. 

Had  the  resolution  and  sagacity  with  which  this  Indian 
behaved  on  this  occasion,  been  exerted  on  a  more  extcoave 
object,  it  might  have  immortalized  the  exploit^  and  given 
him  a  rank  among  the  illustrious  names  gf  antiquity.  The 
people  of  the  Anna,  indeed,  allowed  that  it  was  a  most  gallant 
enterprise,  and  were  grieved  at  having  thus  been  unoer  the 
necessity,  from  attention  to  their  own  safety,  to  abridge  the 
liberty  of  one  who  had  now  given  so  distinguished  a  prbof  of 
courage  and  prudence.  As  he  was  supposed  still  to  contione 
in  the  woods  near  the  port,  where  he  might  suffer  for  want 
of  provisions,  they  easily  prevailed  on  the  master  to  leave 
ft  quantity  of  such  food  as  they  thought  would  be  most  agree- 
able to  him  in  a  place  where  he  was  likely  to  find  it,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  this  was  not  altogether  withoot 
its  use,  for,  on  visiting  the  place  afterwards^  the  provisions 
were  gone,  and  in  a  manner  that  made  them  conclude  they 
had  fallen  into  his  hands. 

Although  many  of  the  crew  of  the  Anna  believed  that  this 
Indian  still  continued  in  the  neighbourhood,  there  were  some 
who  strongly  suspected  he  might  have  gone  off  to  the  island 
of  Chiloe,  where  they  feared  lie  would  alarm  the  Spaniards, 
and  would  soon  return  with  a  force  sufficient  to  surprise  or 
overpower  the  Anna.  The  master  was  therefore  prevailed 
upon  to  discontinue  firing  the  evening  gun,  and  there  is  a 
particular  reason  for  attending  to  this  circumstance,  to  be 
explained  hereafter ;  for  he  had  hitherto,  from  an  ostenta- 
tious imitation  of  tbe  men-of-war,  fired  a  gun  every  evening 
at  setting  the  night  watch.  This^  as  he  pretended,  was  to 
awe  the  enemy,  if  there  were  any  within  hearing,  and  to  con- 
vince them  that  his  ship  was  always  on  her  guard.  The 
crew  being  now  well  refreshed,  and  their  wood  and  water 
sufficiently  replenished,  he  put  to  sea  a  few  days  after  the 
escape  of  the  Indian,  and  had  a  fortunate  passage  to  the 
rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandez^  where  he  arrived  on  the  16th 
of  August,  as  already  mentioned. 

The  remaining  ships  of  the  squadron,  none  of  which  re- 
joined the  commodore,  were  the  Severn,  Pearl,  and  Wiugcr, 
of  the  fate  of  which  it  may  be  proper  to  make  mention.  The 
rSevcrn  and  Pcarj  parted  company  from  the  commodore  off 
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Voir;  and,  m  we  aft^nrMndf  Inntt  pot  \mA  Co  BruiL 
ITagcr  had  on  board  a  few  fickl-pieoety  and  lone  ooo- 
Bortan,  mounted  for  land  lenricc,  with  tcveral  kinds 
lery  atom  and  pioneeri  tools,  intended  for  operatkioa 
Utt.  And,  as  an  enlcr|iri»e  had  been  planned  against 
iBi  for  the  firit  o|ieraUun  of  the  sc|iudroo,  CipCain 
was  extremely  solicitous  tliat  these  articles  might  be 
■ning,  and  determined  to  use  his  endeavours  tot  that 
M^  that  no  delay  or  disapiKNntment  might  be  imputed 
9  not  knowing  the  state  tiie  squadron  was  rcduoed  to. 
making  the  best  of  his  way,  with  these  ticws.  Id  iho 
ipointrd  rendezvous,  off  Socoroy  whence  he  proposed 
oeed  fur  Kaldiri.-u  the  Wager  made  the  land  on  tho 
f  May,  about  the  ktitude  of  47*  S.  and  while  Captain 
was  exerting  liimseli'  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  land^ 
I  the  misfortune  u>  fall  down  the  sAer-laddert  bj  which 
bested  bis  shoulder,  and  was  rendered  incapabb  of 
.  I1iik  accidi'iit,  together  with  the  crazy  oonditioo  of 
ip,  which  was  little  better  than  a  wreck,  prevented  her 
tctting  off  to  sea,  and  entangled  her  more  and  mora 
be  hiiid ;  insomuch,  that  at  day-break  next  momingt 
th  May,  klic  utruck  on  a  sunken  rock,  and  soon  after^ 
bilged,  and  gn)undcd  between  two  small  islands,  about 
iFSOot  l'n)in  the  shore. 

hb  siiuatiiin  the  ftiiip  contiiuird  entire  a  long  time,  so 
U  the  crew  ini;;ht  liuvc  got  safe  on  sliore.  But  a  gene- 
nbsiou  cuhueti ;  many  of  them,  instead  of  ctmsuiiing 
■fety,  or  retktrting  on  their  calamitous  condition,  fisA 
sging  the  shiii,  arming  themselves  witlv  the  firu  wea^^ 
hat  came  tu  hand,  ami  threatening  to  murder  all  who 
I  oppose  their  proct*edings.  I'liis  frenzy  was  greatly 
eacd  by  tlie  liquors  they  found  on  board,  with  which 
Bade  thcm^eIvL*i«  so  excessively  intoxicatedt  that  some 
wn  into  till'  h(»l(l,  where  they  were  drowned,  as  thewa- 
»wed  into  ihc  i^rcck.  Ilavmg  done  his  utmost,  inel- 
Uy,  to  ^I't  the  uhoU*  crew  on  shore,  the  captain  wsis  at 
lUged  to  leave  tiio  niutiiicers  behind,  and  to  lollow  his 
a  on  shore*  with  such  lew  men  as  hec«Mild  prevail  upon 
tgnpany  him  ;  but  did  not  fail  to  send  bock  the  boats, 
\  leisagc  to  those  who  remained,  entreating  them  to 
OBse  regard  to  their  own  preservation.  Ail  his  efliirts, 
Wf  were  for  sonic  time  in  vain;  but  next  day,  the  wea- 
piMiag  stormy,  and  there  beiii;,^  great  danger  of  the 
iiU.  Y  ship 
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ship  going  to  pieces,  the  refractory  part  of  the  crew  bcgn  Ii 
be  amdd  of  perlshingf  and  were  desirous  of  gettias  tamiii 
and»  in  their  madness,  as  the  boat  did  not  come  to  wtdi  liNiiil 
off  so  soon  as  they  wished,  they  pointed  a  fow^poooderfiiib 
the  quarter-deck,  against  the  hut  in  which  the  captna 
sided  on  shores  and  fired  two  shots,  which  passed  ^ut 
its  roof. 

'  From  this  specimen  of  the  behaviour  of  part  of  the 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  disorder  and  anaxchj 
prevailed  when  they  at  length  got  all  on  shore.  For  the 
conceived  that  the  authority  of  their  officers  was  at  an 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  ship ;  and,  as  they  wen-JM 
upon  an  inhospitable  coast,  where  scarcely  any  other  pn/m 
sions  could  be  got  b^ond  what  could  be  saved  fraa  ie 
wreck,  this  was  another  insurmountable  source  of  diacoris 
for  the  working  upon  the  wreck,  and  secnring  the  psomtm 
on  shore,  so  that  they  might  be  preserved  aa  much  as  piw 
aible  for  future  exigencies,  and  that  they  might  be  spariaj^ 
and  equally  distributed  for  present  subsbtenee^  were  m  " 
however  important,  that  could  not  be  brought  about 
by  means  of  discipline  and  subordination.  At  the  same 
the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  people,  stimulated  by  tbaisi 
mediate  impulses  of  hunger,  rendered  every  regoiman,  si* 
tanpted  for  these  indispensable  purposes,  quite  unavailiiv;  Ji 
that  there  were  continual  frauds,  concealment%  and  umh 
which  animated  every  one  against  his  neighbour^  and  pioii* 
ced  infinite  contentions  and  perpetual  quarrels.  Hence  a 
perverse  and  malevolent  disposition  was  constantly  kepllf 
among  them,  jfhidi  rendered  them  utterly  UngovemaUb 

Besides  these  heart-burnings,  occasioned  by  petuhnAMi 
hunger,  there  was  another  important  point  which  set  Al 
greatest  part  of  the  people  at  variance  with  the  captain.  Dii 
was  their  difference  in  opinion  from  him,  on  the 


proper  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  emergency ;  for  thicii' 
tain  was  determined,  if  possible,  to  fit  out  the  boats  iathi 
best  manner  he  could,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  Ai 
northward,  as,  having  above  two  hundred  men  in  baalA^ 
and  having  saved  some  fire-arms  and  ammunition  fran  Ai 
wreck,  he  nad  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  master  any  SpMh 
vessel  they  might  Ml  in  with  in  these  seas,  and  he  tlioq^ 
that  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  one  in  the  niighlW' 
hood  of  Chiloe  or  Baldivia,  in  which,  when  taken»  nepM 

posed  to  proceed  to  the  rendeasvous  at  Juan  Fernandez  A 

al» 
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skoaU  ihrr  efcn  meet  wkh  no  priw  by  the  way, 
dli  boaU  alopc  cooM  cmIt  rarnr  then  to  Jiun  Fcman- 
Bfll  fkb  •Ghenc^  bovrcnrer  prudent  and  practicable,  waa 
»  BMaiM  reiithcd  by  tlia  fpencrality  of  the  people;  Cmv 
jadad  and  dugnilcd  with  the  fatigues,  danflen,  anddia* 
■  dMy  bad  aircaady  enooantercdt  they  could  not  be  pcff^ 
id  to  proeccute  an  cnterprixe  which  had  hitherto  profad 
'File  conmon  resolution,  therefore,  was  to 
tba  lonpp-boat,  and,  with  her  and  the  other  boat% 
ar  to  the  MNith wands,  to  pass  throtigh  the  Straits  of  Bla- 
^  asid  to  range  along  the  eastern  coast  of  Sooth  AmcTK* 
iH  they  caine  to  Brazil,  where  they  had  no  doobc  of 
f  waM  received,  and  procuring  a  pauage  to  Britain. 
lia  pwject  was  evidently  a  vast  deal  more  tedious,  and 
laly  Bsore  haiardous,  than  that  proposed  by  tlic  cap- 
kol,  as  it  had  the  air  of  rrtuming  home,  and  flattered 
witb  the  hupe  of  getting  once  more  to  their  nattvo 
Wf%  that  circumstance  rendered  them  blind  to  all  its  io- 
■ricMcs,  and  made  them  adhere  lo  it  with  iniurmounN 
ahuiiiaiy.  Tlie  captain  was  therefore  obliged  to  m% 
\o  the  torrent,  though  he  never  changed  his  opinioiiy 
ari^  ni  appearance,  to  acquiesce  in  this  r«olution,  thotigh 
swh  all  toe  obstruction  be  could,  particularly  in  regard 
Mhaning  the  long-boat,  which  he  contrived  should  be 
m  a  siie,  as,  though  it  might  carry  them  to  Juan  Far* 
H^  he  yet  hofied  might  appear  incapable  of  lo  long  a 
jation  as  that  to  the  coast  of  BruiL  But  the  captain^ 
a  eltady  opposition  at  firtt  to  this  favourite  pra|cct,  had 
I  anbitlered  the  people  against  him,  to  which,  aiKH  tba 
riw  nnbappy  accident  greotly  contributed. 
■Msbipman,  named  Coaens,  hod  appeared  the  IbreaMMt 
I  tha  refractory  pr«iceedings  of  tlie  crew,  had  ini^ 
daualf  in  brawls  with  roost  of  the  officers  who  had  ad* 
I  to  tbe  authority  of  the  captain,  and  had  even  treated 
1  himself  with  much  ins<rienoe  and  abuse.  As  hia 
and  brataKty  grew  every  day  more  and  more  in* 
it  was  not  in  the  least  doubted  that  some  violent 
IB  agitation,  in  which  Coaens  was  engaged  aa 
I  far  which  reason  the  captain,  and  those  about 
kapl  themselves  on  their  guard.  One  day 
litapped,  br  order  of  the  captain,  tbe  af- 
«v|io  wonid  not  work,  Coaens,  though  the 
■M  l^ktaimtonMddlad  intliaaflair 

with 


340  Early  Circumnavigations.       part  ii.  book  it. 


with  ffreat  bitterness,  and  grossly  insulted  the  panerf 
was  then  delivering  out  Uie  provisions  close  by  tne  cap 
tent,  snd  was  himself  sufficiently  violent.  Enraged  hjUi 
scurrility,  and  perhaps  piqued  by  former  quarrels^  the.f~ 
ger  cried  out,  A  mutiny;  adding,  tlu  dog  has  piMt^ 
then  immediately  fired  himself  a  pistol  at  Cozens,  butni 
him.  On  hearing  this  outcry,  and  the  report  of  the  pfahl 
the  captain  rushed  out  from  his  tent,  and  not  doubting  Ihi 
it  had  been  fired  by  Cozens  as  the  commencement  of  aaih 
tiny,  immediately  shot  him  in  the  head  without  farther  » 
quiry.  Though  he  did  not  die  on  the  spot,  the  wound  ^ 
ved  mortal  in  about  a  fortnight. 

Though  this  accident  was  sufficiently  displeasing  to  lb 
people,  it  yet  awed  them  for  a  considerable  time  to  ibtf 
duty,  and  rendered  them  more  submissive  to  the  audMBBf 
of  the  captain.  But  at  last,  towards  the  middle  of  OeUikli 
when  the  long-boat  was  finished,  and  they  were  prepariagH 
put  to  sea,  the  tidditional  provocation  given  them,  by  cofci% 
traversing  their  project  of  proceeding  through  the  StnpUll 
Magellan,  and  their  fears  that  he  might  at  length  eng^si 
sufficient  party  to  overturn  this  favourite  measure,  nsfc 
them  resolve  to  take  advantage  of  the  death  of  Cozens  a  • 
reason  for  depriving  him  of  his  command,  under  pretracirf 
carrying  him  a  prisoner  to  England  to  be  tried  for  nmidfi 
and  he  was  accordingly  confined  under  a  guard.  Yet  tk^ 
never  meant  to  carry  him  witii  them,  as  they  too  weH  kMV 
what  they  might  expect  on  tlieir  return  to  England,  if  lUi 
commander  should  be  present  to  confront  them ;  and  tfa» 
fore,  when  just  ready  to  depart,  tliey  set  him  at  libertyf  fas' 
ving  him,  and  tlic  lew  who  chose  to  take  their  fortunes  slflf 
witii  him,  no  oilier  embarkation  but  the  yaw],  to  whidilk 
barge  was  afterwards  added,  by  the  people  on  boaidkff 
being  prevailed  upon  to  turn  back. 

When  the  ship  was  wrecked,  there  were  about  one 
drcd  and  thirty  persons  alive  on  board ;  above  thirty  of ! 
died  on  the  place  where  they  landed,  and  nearly  eigiit 
olfin  the  long-boat  and  cutter  to  the  southward ;  after 
departure^  there  remained  no  more  than  nineteen  p 
along  with  the  captain,  which  were  as  many,  however,  as  Al 
barge  and  yawl  could  well  carry,  these  hieing  the  onlj.iP" 
barkotions  left  them,  it  was  on  the  J 3th  of  Octoberi  Iff 
months  alter  the  shipwreck,  that  tlie  long-boat,  eaantid 
into  a  schooner,  weighed  and  sailed  to  the  aouthwank^  9^ 
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three  cheers  at  their  departure  to  the  captain  and  Lieu- 
it  Hamilton  of  the  land-forces^  and  the  surgeon,  who 
then  standing  on  the  beach.  On  the  29th  oi*  January, 
I  they  arrived  at  Rio  Grande^  on  the  coast  of  Brazil ; 
laving^  by  various  accidents^  left  abovt  twenty  of  their 
[e  on  shore  at  the  different  places  where  they  touched^ 
El  still  greater  number  having  perished  of  famine  in  the 
le  of  their  navigation^  there  were  not  more  than  thirty 
»m  remaining^  when  they  arrived  at  that  port.  This  un- 
king was  certainly  most  extraordinary  in  itself;  for,  not 
ention  the  great  length  of  the  voyage,  the  vessd  was 
ely  able  io  contain  the  number  that  first  put  to  sea  in 
and  their  stock  of  provisions,  being  only  what  they  sa- 
rom  the  ship^  diminished  by  five  months  expenditure  on 
>,  was  extremely  slender.  They  had  also  this  additional 
»rtunc,  that  the  cutter,  the  only  boat  they  had  along 
them,  broke  loose  from  their  stem,  and  was  staved  to 
•8,  so  that,  when  their  provisions  and  water  failed^  they 
irequently  no  means  of  getting  on  shore  in  search  of  a 

be  captain  and  those  who  remained  with  hini,  no^  pro- 
d  to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  barge  and  yawl; 
lie  weather  was  so  bad,  and  the  difficulty  of  subsisting 
reat,  that  it  was  two  months  after  the  departure  of  the 

boat,  before  they  were  able  to  put  to  sea.  It  seems  that 
ilace  where  the  Wager  was  lost,  was  not  a  part  of  the 
inent,  but  an  island  at  some  distance  from  the  main,  af- 
ing  no  other  sort  of  provisions  besides  shell-fisb,  and  a 
berhs ;  and,  as  the  greatest  part  of  what  they  had  saved 
of  the  wreck  had  been  carried  off  in  ^he  long-boat,  the 
lin  and  his  people  were  often  in  extreme  want  of  food^ 
cially  as  thev  chose  to  preserve  what  little  remained  to 
I  of  the  ship's  provisions,  to  serve  them  as  sea-store, 
1  they  should  proceed  to  the  northward.  During  their 
lence  at  this  place,  which  was  called  Wager  Island  by 
leamen,  they  ^ere  now  and  then  visited  by  a  straggling 
le  or  two  of  Indians,  who  came  and  bartered  their  fish 
other  provisions  with  our  people.  This  was  some  little 
f  to  their  necessities,  and  might  perhaps  have  been 
ter  at  another  season ;  for  there  were  several  Indiai\ 

on  the  shore,  whence  it  was  supposed  that,  in  some 
t,  many  of  these  savaces  might  resort  thither  in  tlie 
ht  of  summer,  to  catch  fish.    Indeed,  from  what  haw 
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been  related  in  the  account  of  the  A:Qna  pink^  it  wcwdd 
to  be  the  genend  practice  of  these  In^ansy  to  fineqnoiiliji 
coast  in  the  summer  season,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  fiamo^sii 
to  retire  more  to  the  northwards  in  winter^  into  a  *  " 
mate. 

Iti's  worthy  of  remark,  how  much  it  is  to  be  . 
that  the  people  of  the  Wager  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Aw 
pink  being  so  near  them  on  the  coast $^  for,  as  she  was^Hl 
above  thir^  leagues  from  them  at  the  mostt  and  oame  im 
that  neighbourhood  about  the  same  time  that  the  Wagwp 
lost,  and  was  a  fine  roomy  ship,  she  could  easily  have  tdvi 
ihem  all  on  board,  and  have  carried  them  to  Juan  Feamf 
dez.  Indeed,  I  suspect  that  she  was  still  nearer  them  im 
is  here  estimated;  for,  at  different  times,  several  of  ik 
people  belonging  to  the  Wager  heard  the  report  of  a  oil" 
non,  which  could  be  no  other  than  the  evening  gun  find  If 
the  Anna^  as  formerly  mentioned,  more  especially  as  thefS 
heard  at  Wager  Island  was  at  that  time  ot  the  day. 

Captain  Cheap  and  his  people  embarked  in  the  baigs  mi 
yawl,  on  the  14th  of  December,  in  Order  to  proceed  tothi 
northward,  taking  on  board  along  with  them  all  the  pnni* 
sions  they  could  gather  from  the  wreck  of  the  ship  $  but  thf 
had  scarcely  been  an  hour  at  sea,  when  the  wind  idegHi  H 
blow  hard,  and  the  sea  to  run  so  high,  that  they  wereoUh 
ged  to  throw  the  greatest  part  of  their  provisions  overbaoA 
to  avoid  immediate  destruction.  This  was  a  terrible  miifai> 
tune,  in  a  part  of  the  world  where  food  was  so  difficult  tab 
got ;  yet  they  persisted  in  their  design,  going  on  shore  ai^ 
ten  as  they  could,  in  search  of  subsistence.  About  a  h^ 
night  after  their  departure  firom  Wager  island,  anolhr 
dreadful  accident  befel  them,  as  the  yawl  sunk  at  an  anchsfi 
and  one  oi  her  hands  was  drowned ;  and,  as  the  barge  M 
incapable  of  carrying  the  whole  company,  they  were  redaoiA 
to  the  hard  necessity  of  leaving  four  marines  behind  theo^ 
that  desolate  coast.  Tliey  still,  however,  kept  their  oca 
to  the  northward;  though  greatly  delayed  by  cross  wiiid% 
and  by  the  Irequent  interruptions  occasioned  by  the 


^ 


m 

*  Inchin  islandy  where  the  Anna  |^ink  lay,  has  been  ianDvly  statriH 
be  in  lat.  46°  SCf  S.  the  supposed  latitude  in  which  the  Wager  was  kA 
stated  in  the  text  at  47°  S.  is  only  ten  marine  leagues  to  the  soatbwfl^ 
instead  of  thirty ^  and  must  therefore  have  been  on  some  one  of  tks  li> 
lands  toward  the  southem  coast  of  the  peninsiila  de  Tinas  Mantci^  n  Ifct 
north  of  the  Golfo  de  Penas^— £» 
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aity  of  searching  for  fix>d  on  shores  and  oAistantljr  stfugeling 
frith  a  Miiet  oi  the  most  sinister  erents.  At  l^gthy  about 
dbe  end  of  January,  1749^  having  made  three  unsuccessful 
mttemptB  to  double  a  head-land,  which  they  supposed  to  be 
tliat  cudled  Cape  Tres  Monta  by  the  Spaniards,  and  finding. 
dbe  diflicnity  insurmountabk,  they  unanimously  resolved  to 
Sftum  to  Wager  Island,  which  they  efiected  about  the  mid- 
dle of  Fd)rnary,  quite  disheartened  itnd  desponding^  through 
their  reiterated  disappointments^  and  almost  perisning  with 
haager  and  fiitigue. 

-  On  their  return,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with 
leveral  pieces  of  beef^  swimming  m  the  sea,  which  had  been 
vadied  out  of  the  wreck,  which  afforded  diem  a  most  sea- 
lonable  relief  after  the  hardships  they  had  endured.  To 
oomplete  their  good  fortune^  there  came  shortly  afterwards 
to  the  place  two  canoes  widi  Indians,  among  whom  there 
happened  to  be  a  native  of  Chiloe,  who  spoke  a  little  Spa- 
nish. The  surgeon  who  accompanied  Captain  Cheap  un- 
dentood  that  language^  and  made  a  bargain  with  the  Chiloe 
Indian^  that,  if  he  would  carry  the  captain  and  bis  people  in 
the  barge  to  Chiloe,  he  should  have  her  and  all  her  fumitiire 
frr  his  reward.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  March,  the  ele- 
«n  persons,  to  which  the  company  was  now  reduced,  em- 
harked  again  in  the  barge  on  this  new  expedition.  After 
hamj^  proceeded  a  few  days,  the  captain  and  four  of  his 
principal  officers  being  on  shore,  the  six,  who  remained  in 
the  barge  along  with  an  Indian,  shoved  her  off  and  put  to 
•eoy  and  never  returned  again. 

.  Captain  Cheap,  together  with  Mr  Hamilton,  lieutenant 
of  marines^  the  honourable  Mr  Byron  and  Mr  Campbell^ 
midshipmen,  and  Mr  Elliot,  the  surgeon,  were  thus  left 
oo  shore  in  the  most  deplorable  situation  imaginable.  It 
nif^  be  thought  that  their  distresses,  long  before  this  time^ 
were  hardly  capable  of  being  increased :  Yet  they  found 
their  present  situation  much  more  dismaying  than  any  thing 
th^  had  hitherto  experienced  i  beilig  Idk  on  a  desert  coast, 
fiv  firom  the  haunts  of  men,  without  provisions,  or  themeana 
of  procuring  any,  and  with  no  visible  prospect  of  relief ;  for 
their  arms  and  ammunition,  and  every  convenience  that  had 
hitherto  remained  to  them,  except  the  few  tattered  mnnoitft 
tbcry  had  on,  were  all  carried  away  in  the  barge.  While  re- 
ndving  the  various  circumstances  of  this  new  and  unlooked- 
br  cmunityy  and  sadly  persuaded  that  they  had  no  possible 

relief 
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relief  to  hope  for,  they  perceived  a  canoe  at  a  distance^  wkidi 
proved  to  be  that  bebn^ing  to  the  Indian  of  Chiloe^  who  had 
undertaken  to  convey  them  to  that  island.  He  k,  seemi  had 
left  Captain  Cheap  and  his  people^  only  a  little  before^  to  go 
a  fishing  in  his  canoe,  accompanied  by  his  family,  leaving 
the  barffe  in  the  mean  time  under  the  care  of  the  other  Iiw 
dian,  whom  the  sailors  had  carried  with  them  to  sea.  Wlua 
he  came  on  shore,  and  found  the  barge  and  his  companicb 
gone,  he  was  tpuch  concerned,  and  was  with  difficulty  per- 
suaded that  his  companion  had  not  been  murdered;  yet^  be- 
ing at  last  satisfied  with  the  account  that  was  given  him  hf 
Mr  Elliot,  he  still  undertook  to  carry  them  to  the  Spaniin 
settlements,  and,  being  well  skilled  in  fishing  and  fbwlinj^  he 
undertook  also  to  provic^e  them  in  provisions  by  the  way. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Captain  Cheap  and  hb  fonr 
remaining  companions  set  out  for  Chiloe ;  their  Indian  con- 
ductor having  provided  several  canoes,  and  gathered  many 
of  his  countrymen  together  for  that  purpose.  Mr  Elliot,  the 
surgeon,  soon  afterwards  died,  so  that  there  now  only  remain- 
ed four  of  the  whole  company.  At  last,  after  a  very  complica- 
ted passage,  partly  by  sea  and  partly  by  land,  Captain  Ch&^ 
Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Campbell,  arrived  at  the  island  of  Chi-! 
loe,  where  they  were  received  by  the  Spaniards  with  great 
humanity ;  but,  on  account  of  some  quarrel  among  the  In- 
dians, Mr  Hamilton  did  not  get  there  till  two  months  later. 
It  was  thus  above  a  twelvemonth,  from  the  loss  of  the  Wager, 
before  this  fatiguing  peregrination  terminated.  The  fonr 
who  now  remained  were  brought  so  extremely  low,  by  their 
&tigues  and  privations,  that  in  all  probability  none  df  them 
would  have  survived,  had  their  distresses  continued  only  a 
few  days  longer.  The  captain  was  with  difficulty  recovered  $ 
and  the  rest  were  so  reduced  by  labour,  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  scantiness  of  food,  ancl  want  of  all  kinds  of  necessa- 
ries, that  it  was  wonderfiil  hpw  they  had  supported  them- 
selves so  long. 

After  some  stay  at  Chiloe,  the  captain  and  the  other  three 
who  were  with  him,  were  sent  to  Valparaiso,  and  thence  to 
St  Jago,  the  capital  of  Chili,  where  they  continued  above  a 
year,  and  where  they  were  joined  by  Mr  Hamilton.  News 
arriving  that  a  cartel  had  been  settled  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  Captain  Cheap,  Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  HamilttMi, 
were  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  in  a  French  ship.  Mr 
Campbell,  the  otfier  midshipman^  haying  changed  his  veii* 
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fpon  whilr  At  St  Jni^  chosr  to  ;fo  Irnm  thence  to  BaenfH 
i^yri4  ak>n^  wiili  l^7flrro  nml  hi«  iiflic«*r««  overland,  and  went 
with  them  uftrnrnntu  f«i  Spam  in  the  Asia  :  Kut  railing;  in  hit 
endeavour*  t4i  {inK'iirc  a  coinini««ion  from  tlie  rnnrt  ol'  Spain, 
kc  nefumevi  to  Kn^lMnd,  ami  ntlemptni  in  vniii  !••  ^ct  n>in« 
slated  in  tlie  Hrin*>h  nnvr.  I  lo  hai  ftinre  puhli^hed  a  namn 
tion  of  his  adventures  in  v.-hirb  he  complainncif  the  injustice 
tliat  has  been  donr  hi.n,  niid  uron^ly  diMvowf  having  ever 
been  in  the  S}i»ni-li  mtvIci*;  bnt,  as  the  change  of  hit  reli- 
cion,  and  his  offrrini;  bi:iiM*!t'to  the  court  of  Sf^ain,  though 
lie  waA  ncit  accept «t I,  nrr  iimMt^m  which  he  must  ix* conscious 
can  be  incontmiibly  pn>vcii|  In-  has  been  entirely  nilont  on 
tlMsc  two  heaiN.* 


Sr.rrios  XIV. 


Camclmion  of'  ProrreHin^  at  Juan  Frrn'tnilrz^  fr*n\  the  .Ir^ 
rival  99/  ike  Anna  I^hit:,  /*»  nur  fiuul  IhfttirtHte  Jmm 
tkemce. 

About  a  week  after  the  :irrivnl  nf  tbo  Aiinn  pink,  the 
Trjal  ikxip,  which  liad  lieen  vni  to  i-xniiiinc  ilif  i'^laml  of 
MaaefberOy  returned  to  nn  nnchcvr  at  Junn  KcriKindr/,  ha- 
ving fjone  entirelj  round  thiit  i»l;ind,  without  sec-inp  .-oiy  one 
nToar  squadron.  As  on  tlii'^  occiMon,  the  island  ut'  Mnse- 
fiiero  was  more  particularly  examim^d,  I  linve  nodonht^tlian 
k  had  ever  l^een  before,  or  perha|is  evt-r  may  be  at^nin,  and, 
aa  the  knowledge  of  it  may  be  of  great  coni»er|Ucnc(*  hereaf- 
ter, under  peculiar  circumstances,  I  think  it  incuiniient  to 
faiacrt  the  accoimta  given  of  it  by  the  olliceni  of  the  Tryal. 

The  Spanianfs  have  generally  mentioned  two  islancl>,  un- 
der the  name  of  Juan  I' eriKitidez,  naming  them  the  greater 
and  tlie  less ; '  the  grcati-r  being  that  island  where  we  an- 
chored, 

■ 

>  ne  dmiowtanm  cnnnrcteri  with  the  kMS  of  the  Wafscr,  and  of  the 
of  the  Severn  aiNl  i!ic  Pearl,  will  lie  given  mora  at  Ivgr,  hy  way 
Dcot  iu  tliis  circiuiina%i(;uliuu.  The  inudcnu  which  oivur  Co  boid 
unfortunate  nn%i;;at(ir«  arc  ixTtuinly  ruriuui  and  interest  In:; ;  hut  the 
iatiiar' of  Anton's  Voyu;rr  ^ft-mB  tn  ha%e  I'^rLf^ttcn,  that  the  circ  umstjinccs 
nnpeeting  tlic  conntrifs  they  %i«itet1,  e»|)Li'iaIiy  ^urh  at  iheie  which  are  so 
finb  kaown,  arr  of  infimteiy  greater  |iuhiic  utihty.— ^ 

'  Hiey  al!*o  di>tin;!ui>h  the  LTcntor  hy  the  nanicof  IiJa  dc  Tiem,aslie- 
iag  Dearer  ttie  moiu  land  of  i'hill.  Thirc  is  yet  a  tliird  and  vunllett  iikuid, 
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chored,  and  the  less  that  we  are  now  about  to  describe  $  whidi) 
because  it  is  more  distant  from  the  continent^  they  odl  Ma- 
sefuero.  Tlic  Tryal  found  that  it  bore  from  the  gretter 
Juan  Fernandez,  W.  by  S.  about  twenty-two  leagues  Sstant 
It  is  much  larger  and  better  than  has  been  usually  iqinH 
sented,  being  reported  by  former  writers  as  a  small  bamn 
rock,  destitute  of  wood  and  water^  and  altogether  inacccsri 
ble.  Whereas  our  people  found  that  it  was  covered  wiA 
trees,  and  that  there  were  several  fine  falls  of  water  poariv 
down  its  sides  into  the  sea.  They  found,  also^  that  there  v 
a  place  on  its  north  side^  where  a  ship  might  come  to  an  aiH 
chor^  though  indeed  the  anchorage  be  inconvenient;  fiir  the 
bank  is  steep,  and  extends  only  a  little  way,  and  has  verj 
deep  water,  so  that  she  must  anchor  very  near  the  shor^  and 
be  there  exposed  to  all  winds,  except  those  from  the  south- 
ward. Besides  the  inconvenience  of  the  anchorage^  there  ii 
also  a  reef  of  rocks,  about  two  miles  in  length,  running  off 
the  eastern  point  of  the  island^  though  these  are  little  to  be 
feared,  because  always  to  be  seen,  by  the  sea  bretddiig  owar 
them.  This  island  has  at  present  one  advantage  beyond 
Jnan  Fernandez^  as  it  abounds  in  goats;  and  as  these  are  not 
accustomed  to  be  disturbed,  they  were  no  way  shy  till  th^ 
had  been  frequently  fired  at.  These  animals  reside  here  ia 
great  tranquillity,  as  the  Spaniards,  not  thinking  this  ishuid 
sufficiently  considerable  to  be  frequented  by  their  enemies, 
have  not  been  solicitous  to  destroy  the  provisions  it  contains, 
so  that  no  dogs  have  hitherto  been  put  on  shore  there.  Be- 
sides goats,  the  people  of  the  Tryal  found  there  vast  numbeis 
of  ses^t  and  sea  lions ;  and  upon  the  wholes  though  they  did 
not  consider  it  as  the  most  eligible  place  for  ships  to  refiresh 
at,  yet,  in  case  of  necessity,  it  might  afford  some  sort  of 
shelter,  and  prove  of  considerable  use,  especially  to  a  sinj^ 
ship,  apprehensive  of  meeting  an  enemy  at  Juan  Fernan* 
dez. 

The  latter  end  of  the  month  of  December  was  spent  in  on* 
loading  the  provisions  from  the  Anna  pink ;  when  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find^  that  great  quantities  of  our  provi* 
sions^  as  bread,  rice,  groats^  &c.  were  decayed  and  uniSk  ibr 
use.     This  had  been  occasioned  by  the  Anna  taking  in 


ter,  by  her  working  and  straining  in  bad  weather ;  owiiMP  to^ 

a  little  way  from  the  S.W.  extremity  of  the  largest^  called  J.  de 
Conejos,  Goat  or  Rabbit  i8land.^£. 
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I  Mvcral  of  her  GMki  had  rotted*  and  maiij  oTbar  hmp 
■ookcd  tliiooftii.  Haviof^  dciw  no  farther  occaaicMi  far 
Brrioc%  the  ooniaodorr^  pureiiant  to  hit  oiden  fmn  the 
rakjt  Bent  notice  to  her  maMer,  Mr  Uerard,  thai  he  now 
argod  the  Anna  pink  fiom  attending  tlir  ■quadnm,  and 
him  a  oertificale  at  the  tame  time,  specifving  how  long 
nd  been  employed.  In  ooniequcnoe  of  this  ditmi«ioo, 
naatrr  was  left  at  Ubcnj«  cither  to  ruUini  directly  to 
■id»  or  to  make  the  best  of  hit  way  to  an^  port  where 
of^t  he  Goukl  take  in  Mch  a  cargo  ai  might  lenre  the 
bH  of  hii  owners.  But,  icnsible  of  the  bad  condition  of 
lipi  and  her  unfitnem  lor  any  auch  voyage^  the  master 
r  nest  day  to  the  commodore,  stating,  that  he  had  rea- 
»  apprelieod  the  botlom  of  the  Anna  to  be  rery  much 
wd,  from  the  great  quantity  of  water  she  had  lei  In  on 
aamge  round  Cape  Horn,  and  ever  sinoc^  in  tlie  Icm- 
ana  weather  she  had  experienced  on  the  coast  of  Pain* 
»;  that  lier  u)iper  decks  were  rotten  abaft ;  that  slie  waa 
■dy  leaky ;  that  her  fore-beam  was  broken ;  andg  in 
I  that,  in  his  opinion*  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  witk 
>  sea,  unlcsii  khi*  were  thoroughly  re)>aired.  He  therp* 
muested  uf  the  commodore,  tliat  the  carfwnters  of  the 
Iran  might  be  directed  to  survey  her,  so  tliat  their  judg* 
of  her  condition  might  be  known, 
oonplioiicc  with  tliis  request,  the  carpenters  were  or* 
,  to  make  a  careful  and  accurate  survey  of  the  Anna, 
a  give  in  a  faithful  report  to  the  commodore  of  her  con* 
ki  directing  them  to  proceed  with  such  circumspection, 
bey  might  be  able,  it  hereafter  called  upon,  to  con6rm 
■ncity  oi'  their  report  upon  oath.  Pursuant  to  these 
^  the  carpenters  immediately  set  about  the  examina* 
and  BMdc  their  report  next  day.  This  was  in  substanee, 
the  Anna  had  no  less  than  fourteen  knoes  and  twelve 
I  favoken  and  decayed ;  one  breast-hook  broken,  and 

decqredi  her  water-ways  open  and  decayed;  two 
and  several  clanqM  broken,  besides  others  much 
i;  all  her  iron- work  greatly  decayed;  her  spirkiting 
very  rotten ;  tliat,  having  ripped  ofl*part  of  her 

_  her  wales  and  ouuido  planks  were  extremely  de* 
|ll.|Had  her  bows  and  decks  were  very  ieakv-    From  all 
and  decays,  the}*  certified  that,  in  their  opinion, 
could  not  deport  from  Juan  Fernandez,  without 
previously  thoroughly  repoirecL 

In 
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In  oar  present  situation,  this  thorough  repair  was  imprao* 
ticable,  all  the  plank  and  iron  in  the  squadron  being  insoQi- 
cient  for  that  purpose.  Wherefore,  the  opinion  of  the  mas- 
ter being  confinned  by  this  report,  he  presented  a  petition  to 
the  commodore,  in  behalf  of  his  owners,  praying,  as  his  ▼es'> 
sel  was  incapable  of  leaving  the  island,  that  her  hall,  mate- 
rials, and  furniture^  might  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
squadron.  The  commodore,  therefore^  ordered  an  inventoiy 
to  be  taken  of  every  thing  belonging  to  the  pink,  with  iti 
just  value ;  and  as  many  of  her  stores  might  become  usefiii 
in  repairing  the  other  ship^  these  articles  having  become  veiy 
scarce,  in  consequence  of  the  great  quantities  already  •expend- 
ed, he  agreed  with  Mr  Gerard  to  purchase  the  whole  lor 
<£500.  The  pink  was  now  broken  up,  Mr  Gerard  and  her 
hands  being  sent  on  board  the  Gloucester,  as  that  ship  had 
buried  the  greatest  number  of  men  in  proportion  to  her  coni- 
plement.  Two  or  three  of  them  were  afterwards  received 
into  the  Centurion  on  their  petition,  as  they  were  avene 
irom  sailing  in  the  same  ship  with  their  old  master^  on  ac- 
count of  some  ill  usage  they  alledged  to  have  suffered  from 
him. 

This  transaction  brought  us  down  to  the  beginning  of 
September,  by  which  time  our  people  were  so  fer  recovered 
from  the  scurvy,  that  there  was  little  danger  of  burying  any 
more  for  the  present.  I  shall  therefore  now  sum  up  the  whole 
of  our  loss  since  our  departure  from  England,  the  better  to 
convey  some  idea  of  our  past  sufierings  and  our  then  re- 
maining strength.  In  the  Centurion,  since  leaving  St  He- 
lens, we  had  buried  292  men,  and  had  214  remaining.  Thii 
will  doubtless  appear  a  most  extraordinary  mortality,  yet 
that  in  the  Gloucester  had  been  much  greater ;  as,  out  of  a 
much  smaller  crew  than  ours,  she  had  lost  the  same  number, 
and  had  only  82  remaining  alive.  It  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  mortality  would  have  been  the  most  terrible 
in  the  Tryal,  as  her  decks  were  almost  constantly  knee  deep 
in  water :  But  it  happened  otherwise,  for  she  escaped  more 
favourably  than  the  other  two,  having  only  buried  42,  and 
had  89  remaining  alive.  The  havoc  of  this  cruel  disease  bad 
faUen  still  more  severely  on  the  invalids  and  marines,  than 
on  the  sailors.  For,  in  the  Centurion,  out  of  50  invadidaaBd 
79  marines^  there  only  remained  four  invalids,  inclading  of* 
ficers,  and  1 1  marines.  In  the  Gloucester  every  invalid  pe- 
rished ;  and  of  48  marines^  only  two  escaped.    It  qppeM 

iroQ 
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fiKHn  this  account,  that  the  three  ships  departed  from  Eng- 
land with  961  men  on  board,  of  whom  sis  were  dead,  and 
985  men  and  boys  only  remained  alive ;  a  number  greatly 
insufficient  for  manning  the  Centurion  alone,  and  barely  ca^ 
pable  of  navigating  all  the  three  with  the  utmost  exertion  of 
tlieir  strength  and  vigour. 

This  prodigious  reduction  of  our  men  was  the  more  alarm- 
ing,  as  we  were  hitherto  unacquainted  with  the  fate  of  the 
aquadron  under  Pizarro,  and  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
■ome  part  of  it,  at  least,  had  got  round  into  the  South  Seas. 
We  were^  indeed,  much  of  opinion,  from  our  own  sad  expe- 
rience, that  they  must  have  suffered  greatly  in  the  passage : 
but  then  every  port  in  the  South  Sea  was  open  to  them,  and 
die  whole  power  of  Peru  and  Chili  would  be  exerted  for 
their  refreshment  and  repair,  and  for  recruiting  their  loss  of 
^men.  We  had,  also,  some  obscure  information  of  a  force  to 
be  fitted  out  against  us  from  Paluo;  and,  however  contemp- 
tible the  ships  and  sailors  of  this  part  of  the  world  may  have 
been  generally  esteemed,  it  was  hardly  possible  for  any  thing 
bearing  the  name  of  a  ship  of  war,  to  be  feebler  or  less  con- 
tiderable  than  ourselves.  Even  if  there  had  been  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  naval  power  of  the  Spaniards  in  these 
fleas,  yet  our  enfeebled  situation  necessarily  gave  us  great  un- 
easiness, as  we  Wj^re  incapable  of  making  an  attempt  against 
any  of  their  considerable  places ;  for,  hi  our  state  of  weak- 
ness^ the  risking  even  of  twenty  men,  would  have  put  the 
safety  of  the  whole  in  hazard.  We  conceived,  therefore,  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  content  ourselves  with  what  prizes  we 
might  be  able  to  fall  in  with  at  sea^  before  we  were  discover- 
ed, and  then  to  depart  precipitately,  and  esteem  ourselves 
fortunate  to  regain  our  native  country ;  leaving  our  enemies 
to  triumph  on  the  inconsiderable  mischief  they  had  suffered 
firoro  a  squadron  which  had  filled  them  with  such  dreadful 
apprehensions.  We  had  reason  to  imagine  the  Spanish  os- 
tentation would  remarkably  exert  itself  on  this  subject,  though 
our  disappointment  and  their  security  neither  originated  in 
their  valour  nor  our  misconduct.  Such  were  the  desponding 
reflections  which  at  this  time  arose,  on  the  review  and  com- 
parison of  our  remaining  weakness  with  our  original  strength : 
Andy  indeed,  our  fears  were  far  from  being  groundless,  or 
disproportionate  to  our  feeble  and  almost  desperate  condi- 
tion :  For,  though  the  final  event  proved  more  honourable 
Xhan  we  foreboded^  yqt  the  intermediate  calamities  did  like- 
wise 
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wise  surpass  our  most  gloomy  apprdienaioni;  on^  oorii 
these  have  been  predicted  to  us  while  at  Juan  Fenundc^ 
thOT  would  doubtless  have  appeared  insurmountable, 

in  the  beginning  of  September,  as  already  mentMned,  cm 
men  being  t^erably  well  recovered,  and  the  season  of  iisfi> 
gation  in  these  seas  drawing  nigh,  we  exerted  onrBdvesia 
getting  our  ships  ready  for  sea.  W'e  converted  the  fofemiit 
of  the  Anna  into  a  new  main-mast  for  the  Tryal ;  and,  sdi 
flattering  ourselves  with  the  possible  hope  of  some  other  ship 
of  our  squadron  arriving,  we  intended  to  leave  the  main-mat 
of  the  Anna,  to  make  a  new  roizen-mast  for  the  Wager*  il 
hands  being  thus  employed  in  preparing  for  pur  departnn; 
we  es|Hed  a  sail  to  the  N.E.  about  eleven  a.  m.  of  toe  18&' 
September,  which  continued  to  approach  us  till  her  coiuiitf 
appeared  even  with  the  horizon.  While  advandns^  wie  hai 
great  hopes  that  this  might  prove  one  of  our  squadron  ;•  bit 
she  at  length  steered  away  to  the  eastward,  without  JianEi^ 
hi  for  the  island,  on  which  we  concluded  that  she  must  btf 
Spanish.  Great  differences  of  opinion  now  took  ptae^  tm  to 
the  possibility  of  her  people  having  discovered  oar  tents  tm 
shore;  some  of  us  strongly  insisting,  that  she  certainly  had 
been  near  enough  to  have  seen  something  that  hadgivfli 
them  a  jealousy  to  an  enemy,  which  haa  occasioned  bet 
standing  away  to  the  eastwards.  Leaving  these  contests  to 
be  settled  afterwards,  it  was  resolved  to  pursue  her  j  and^as 
the  Centurion  was  in  the  greatest  forwardness,  all  her  hands 
were  got  immediately  on  board,  her  rigging  set  up,  and  bet 
sails  bent  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  we  got  under  siii 
by  five  in  the  evening. 

At  this  time  we  had  so  very  little  wind,  that  all  the  boats 
were  employed  to  tow  us  out  of  the  bay,  and  what  wind  then 
was  lasted  only  long  enough  to  give  us  an  offing  of  two  or 
three  leagues,  when  it  fell  dead  calm.  As  night  came  on  wd 
lost  sight  of  the  chase,  and  were  extremely  impatient  for  the 
return  of  light,  in  hopes  to  find  that  she  had  been  becalmed^ 
as  well  as  we ;  yet  her  great  distance  from  the  land  was  o 
reasonable  ground  for  suspecting  the  contrary,  as  we  actnaU 
found  in  the  morning,  to  our  great  mortification ;  for,  thony 
the  weather  was  then  quite  clear,  we  had  no  sight  of  the 
from  the  mast-head.  But,  being  now  quite  sa 
was  an  enemy,  and  the  first  we  ^  «&  in  tb 
solved  not  to  give  over  the  '▼  ; 

breeze  springing  up  from  th< 
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t  nuuts  ami  yards,  sec  all  the  saik,  and  stoerad  &E.  in 
of  Ktricvioi^  the  chaia,  which  we  imagined  miirfit  be 
fer  ValparaiiOi  We  continued  on  thii  ooune  all  thai 
id  the  next ;  and  then,  icdng  nothing  of  the  chaie, 
(far  the  punuit,  beliering  that  «he  had,  in  all  probaiN* 
■chad  her  port. 

oMng  to  return  to  Juan  FemandeXv  wc  hauled  up  to 
W.  having  rcry  little  wind  till  the  iSth,  at  three  a.  n. 
a  gale  iprunff  up  at  W..SL\V.  which  obliged  ua  lo  tack 
and  to  the  N.W.  At  day-break,  we  were  agreeably 
led  by  the  appearance  of  a  lail  on  our  weather-bow, 
•  four  and  lire  leaguci  diitant,  on  which  wc  crowded 
and  atoud  towards  her,  lOon  perceiving  ahe  was  a  dif* 
vcMel  from  that  we  had  chaied  before.  She  at  firat 
awn  towards  us  shewing  S|ianish  colours,  and  making 
J  aa  to  a  coiuiort;  but,  seeing  we  did  not  answer  her 
ahe  inatantly  loofied  close  to  the  wind  and  stood  to  the 
'aid.  Our  people  were  now  all  in  high  spiritSi  and 
oat  ship  with  groat  briJiiiess;  and,  as  the  chase  ap» 
a  laigc  ship,  and  had  niioakrn  u»  lor  her  consort*  wo 
ed  that  slie  must  be  a  man  uf  war,  nml  |irobably  bo» 
to  the  S4|uadron  of  I'izarro.  This  induced  the  com- 
i  to  ordi-r  all  the  oOicen  cabins  to  be  knocked  down 
lown  uvtfiboanl.  along  with  several  catLs  of  water  and 
aiHy  tliat  stood  between  the  guns ;  so  tliat  we  had  a 
UfH  ready  lor  action.  Alxnit  nine  a.  m.  it  came  cm 
may  weather,  with  a  shower  of  rain,  during  which  wa 
kt  of  tlie  chase,  and  were  apprehensive,  if  Uiia  weather 
aoBtinue,  she  roi;(hi  escape  lis,  by  going  on  the  other 
r  aome  other  device,  llie  weather  cleared  up,  bow« 
I  less  than  an  hour,  when  wa  fiiund  tiiat  we  had  boCk 
rod  and  lore-reached  upon  her  considerably,  and  were 
■r  enough  to  perceive  tliat  she  waa  only  a  merchant 
ilhout  a  single  tire  of  guns.  About  half  an  hour  at 
hra  noon,  beilkg  within  reasonable  diatance»  we  fired 
BC  among  her  rigging;  on  which  they  lowered  their 
b  and  bore  down  to  US|  but  in  very  fj^reat  confusiuut 
IP  gallant-aaib  and  stay-sails  all  lluttering  in  the  wind* 
aa  owing  to  their  having  let  run  their  slicets  and  hal- 
jpM  aa  we  fired  at  them ;  after  which  not  a  man  among 
bU  vawlnre  akift  to  take  them  in,  as  our  shot  had 

oe  within  hail  of  iiS|  the  onrnmo- 

dore 
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dorc  ordered  her  to  bring  to  under  his  lee  quarter ;  md  k^ 
vinpr  the  boat  hoisted  out,  sent  our  first  lieutenant,  Mr  8» 
marcZ}  to  take  possession  of  the  prize,  with  orders  to  sendd 
tlio  prisoners  on  board  the  Centurion,  the  officers  and 
gers  first.  When  Mr  Saumarez  boarded  the  prizes  he 
Gcivcd  by  her  people  at  the  side  with  the  most  abject  tokmrf 
submission ;  as  they  were  all,  especially  the  passcngeni  «b 
were  twenty-five  in  number,  extremely  terrified,  and  onfa 
the  greatest  apprehensions  of  meeting  with  very  severe  sri 
cruel  usage.  But  the  lieutenant  endeavoured,  with  gMt 
courtesy,  to  dissipate  their  terror,  assuring  them  that  thrfr 
fears  were  altogether  groundless,  and  that  they  would  Uk% 
generous  enemy  in  the  commodore,  who  was  no  less  noafc- 
nble  for  his  lenity  and  humanity,  than  for  courage  andfl^ 
lution.  The  prisoners  who  were  first  sent  on  board  theCs- 
turion,  informed  us,  that  the  prize  was  called  Neusira  Ltm 
del  Monte  Camieh,  and  her  commander  Don  Manud  Z^ 
morro.  Her  cargo  consisted  chiefly  of  sugar,  andagMt 
quantity  of  blue  cloth,  made  in  the  province  of  Quito^  sow 
what  resembling  our  coarse  English  broad  cloth,  but  wlh 
rior.  They  had  also  seteral  bales  of  a  coarser  doth,  of  it 
fercnt  colours,  soniewhat  like  Colchester  baize,  called  by 
Panuiada  Tierra ;  with  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  and  soi 
lorably  well-flavoured  tobacco,  though  strong.  Thefa— 
licr  principal  goods ;  but  we  found  oesides,  what  waPBoA 
more  valuable  than  the  rest  of  her  cargo,  some  trunks  fJkd 
wruught  silver  platc^  and  twenty-three  serous  of  doUan^siA 
weighing  upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds.*  This  shipM 
of  about  450  tons  burden,  having  on  board  53  sailors,  md^ 
ding  whiles  and  blacks.  She  came  from  Calao,  bouod-il 
Valparaiso,  and  had  been  twenty-seven  days  at  sea.  Heri^ 
turn  caruo  from  Chili  was  to  have  been  corn  and  Chili  «■% 
v.iih  Muii'j  ^okl^  dried  beel,  and  small  cordage,  which ii^ 
tiiwanls  coiiviTted  at  Calao  into  larger  rupe.  This  vtfd 
had  been  built  thirty  years  before ;  yet,  as  tiiey  lie  in  faoriav 
all  winter,  and  the  climate  is  remarkably  favourable,  she  IB 
not  considered  as  very  old.  Her  rigging  and  saik  wereiif 
indillerent,  the  latter  being  of  cotton.     She  had  only 


-  A  srron  i>  a  fiH'i.ii>  of  paekase  made  and  used  in  Sponiib 

imv  •^:!:i_*  Mt'.-.  |>:c,.v  i*:  :..'•'.  t>u.i«xk*s  hiJe  with  the  hair  on.  funned 

\««.:  1  ;.'.!.> :'..%.  ^:uJ.'L-  oi  u  ^l^..lil  iniDk.aDd  sewed  tojreil.'er.    Tlit-  quiao?"  Ii 

I  '...->  i.:k:-.  ou  ihi»  eci-afiun  may  ha^cbeea  bet«'een  srmtT  aad  cift?  I 
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GNir-poanden,  which  were  quite  nniervioeabl^  as  their  car- 
riages could  scarcely  support  tl|eni ;  and  they  had  no  small 
irms  on  board,  except  a  few  pistols  belonging  to  the  passcn- 
|en.  They  had  sailed  from  Caliao  in  company  with  two 
Ulier  ships  which  they  had  parted  from  a  few  days  before, 
md  had  at  first  taken  oar  ship  for  one  of  their  consorts ;  and^ 
W  the  description  we  gave  of  the  ship  we  had  chased  from  Juan 
Nmandez,  they  assured  us  that  she  was  one  of  their  num- 
ber; although  the  coming  in  sight  of  that  island  is  directly 
Dontrary  to  the  merchants  instructions,  as  knowing,  if  any 
Endish  ships  should  be  in  these  seas,  that  this  island  is  most 
Ekriy  to  be  their  place  of  rendezvous. 

We  met  with  very  important  intelligence  in  this  prize, 
partly  from  the  prisoners,  and  partly  from  letters  and  papers 
iwt  SA  into  our  hands.  By  these  we  first  ieamt  with  cer- 
iHiity  the  force  and  destination  of  that  squadron  which 
EVidaed  off  Madeira  at  our  arrival  there,  and  had  afterwards 
dMBird  the  Pearl  in  our  passage  to  Port  St  Julian.  This 
■doadron  we  now  knew  to  be  composed  of  five  large  Spanish 
d^s,  commanded  bv  Admiral  Pizarro,  and  purposely  fitted 
to  traverse  our  Jesigns^  as  has  been  alreadv  more  amply 
ted  in  our  third  section.     We  had  now  t^e  satisfaction 

find,  that  Pizarro,  after  his  utmost  endeavours  to  get  round 
these  seas,  had  been  forced  back  to  the  Rio  Phta,  after 
two  of  his  largest  ships ;  which,  considering  our  great 
was  no  unacceptable  intelligence.  We  also  learnt, 
thoi^h  an  embargo  had  been  laid  on  all  shipping  in  the 
^  South  America,  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  in  the  pre- 
ceding month  of  May^  on  the  supposiuon  that  we  mi^ht 
Acn  arrive  on  the  coast,  yet  it  now  no  longer  subsisted :  (or, 
ab  receiving  the  account  overland  of  the  distresses  of  Pizar- 
n^  part  of  which  they  knew  we  must  also  have  sufiered ;  and, 
all  liearing  nothing  of  us  for  eight  months  after  we  were 
known  to  nave  left  St  Catharines,  they  were  fully  satisfied 
we  nnist  either  have  been  shipwrecked,  have  perished  at  sea* 
m  have  been  obliged  to  put  back  again ;  as  they  conceived  it 
Impossible  for  any  ships  to  have  continued  at  sea  for  so  long 
ah  bitcrval,  and  therefore^  on  the  application  of  the  mer- 
dbtnts,  and  the  persuasion  that  we  had  miscarried,  the  em- 
karao  had  been  lately  taken  off. 

This  intelligence  made  us  flatter  ourselves,  as  the  enemy 
»iH  still  ignorant  of  our  having  got  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
•s  navigatioii  was  restored,  that  we  might  meet  with  some  va- 

voh.  XI.  z  luable 
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luablc  captures^  and  might  indemnifV  ourselves  in  that  w|| 

of  our  incapacity  to- attempt  any  of  their  consideMible  iwk 

ments  on  shore*  This  much  at  least  we  were  certaiii  o(  fnm 

the  information  of  our  prisoners^  thal^  whatever  mig^bofv 

success  in  regard  to  prizes,  we  had  nothing  to  Cear,.  weikew 

as  wo  were,  from  the  Spanish  foroein  that  part  of  the  w>« 

though  we  discovered  that  we  had  been  in  moat  iwimi^i"* 

peril,  when  we  least  apprehended  any,  when  our  other  ttf 

tresses  were  at  the  greatest  height.    As  we  found,  by  leltap 

in  the  prize,  that  Fizarro,  in  the  dispatch  he  sent  by  eqpM 

to  the  viceroy  of  Peru  overland,  after  his  own  return  lolh 

Rio  Plata,  had  intimated  the  possibility  of  some  part  oCoH 

squadron  getting  round ;  and  as,  firom  his  own  experidMl 

he  was  certain  any  of  our  ships  that  might  arrive  in  lb 

South  Seas  must  be  in  a  very  weak  and  defenceleaa  Qoaiiklk 

he  advised  the  viceroy  to  senid  what  ships  of  war  he  had  to  jAl 

southwards,  in  order  to  be  secure  at  all  events^  where^  mA 

probability,  they  would  intercept  us  singly,  before  we  kadji 

opportunity  c^  touching  any  where  for  reueahment ;  in  ^Mk 

case  he  had  no  doubt  of  our  proving  an  easy  conquest  .111 

viceroy  approved  this  advice^  and  as  he  had  already  iiliil 

out  four  ships  of  force  at  Callao,  one  of  50  guns^  two  of  #1 

each,  and  one  of  24,  which  were  intended  to  nave  joined  Bp 

zarro,  three  of  these  were  stationed  off  the  port  of  ropf 

tion,  and  one  at  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  where  thf 

continued  cruising  for  us  till  the  6th  of  June;  and  tho^oi^ 

eeiving  it  impossible  that  we  could  have  kept  the  aea  so  loiy 

they  quitted  this  station  and  returned  to  Callao^  fuDy  pofli; 

ded  we  must  either  have  porished^.or  been  driven  back. .  u 

Now,  as  the  time  when  they  left  Juan  Fernandez  was  idh 

a  few  days  before  our  arrival  at  that  island,  it  is  evidsib.i 

we  had  made  it  on  our  first  search,  without  hauling  iafc 

the  main  to  secure  our  eastings  a  circumstance  we  then 

sklered  as  very  unfortunate^on  account  of  the  many  m 

lost  by  our  long  continuance  at  sea ;  had  we  made.Uie  i 

28th  of  May,  when  we  first  expected  to  see  iU  .and  wi 

reality  very  near  to  have  so  done,  we  had  inevitably  fidsail 

with  some  part  of  the  squadron  from  Callao ;  and  in  onrlta 

distressed  condition,  the  encounter  of  a  healdiy  and  weBfVi 

vided  enemy  might  have  proved  fatal,  not  only  to  na  ialb 

Centurion,  but  dso  to  the  Tryal,  Gloucester,  and  AnnaMk 

which  separately  joined  us,  and  were  each  leaa  capaUi  It 

have  resisted  than  we.    I  may  aIso  add*  that  theae  Sfmii^ 

sk^ 
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ships,  stet  out  to  intercept  us,  had  been  greatly  shattered  by 
%  storm  during  their  cruise,  and  had  been  laid  up  after  their 
reCum  to  Callao ;  and  we  were  assured  by  our  prisoners,  that,^ 
iriien  intelligence  might  be  received  at  Lima  of  our  being  in 
the  South  Seas,  it  would  require  two  months  at  least,  before 
lliis  armament  could  be  refitted  for  going  to  sea. 

The  whole  of  this  intelligence  was  as  mvourable  as  we^  in 
tar  reduced  circumstances,  could  wish  for ;  and  we  were  now 
■t  no  loss  to  account  for  the  broken  jars,  ashes,  and  fish 
bones^  which  we  had  observed  at  Juan  Fernandez  on  our 
first  landing ;  these  things  having  been  doubtless  the  relics 
of  the  cruisers  stationed  at  that  island.  Having  thus  satis- 
fied ourselves  in  the  most  material  articles  of  our  enquiiy^ 
got  all  the  silver  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  most  of  the 
prisoners,  we  made  sail  to  the  northward  at  eight  that  same 
evenings  in  company  with  our  prize.  We  got  sight  of  Juan 
Fernandez  at  six  next  morning,  and  the  day  foUowing  both 
we  and  our  prize  got  safe  there  to  anchcM*.  When  the  prize 
and  her  crew  came  into  the  bay,  in  which  the  rest  of  our 
■qoadron  lavt  the  Spaniards,  w^o  had  been  sufficiently  in* 
fiinned  of  the  distresses  we  had  gone  through,  and  were  as- 
taiiahed  we  had  been  able  to  surmount  them,  were  still  more 
■arprised  when  they  saw  the  Tryal  sloop,  that,  after  aD  our 
fitfiguPS  we  should  have  had  the  industry  to  complete  such  a 
vessel  in  so  short  a  time^  besides  refitting  our  other  ships,  as 
tib^  concluded  we  had  certainly  buik  her  there ;  nor  was.it 
wimout  great  difficulty  they  could  be  brought  to  believe  that 
she  came  from  England  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron  ;  for 
they  long  insisted,  that  it  was  impossible  for  such  a  bauble  as 
•he  was  to  have  passed  round  Cape  Horn,  when  the  best 
shim  of  Spain  were  forced  to  put  back. 

By  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez,  the  letters 
fiiona  on  board  our  prize  were  more  minutely  examined,  and 
it  aiqpeared  firom  them,  and  firom  the  examination  of  our  pri- 
aonen,  that  several  other  merchant-ships  were  bound  from 
Callao  to  Valparaiso.  Whereupon,  the  commodore  dis- 
pa^^bed  the  Tryal  sloop,  the  very  next  morning,  to  cruise 
off  the  port  of  Valparaiso^  rdnfordng  her  crew  with  ten  men 
ftom  the  Centurion.  The  commodore  resolved  also,  on  the 
above  intdligenoe,  to  employ  the  ships  under  his  command 
ii  separate  cruises,  as  by  this  means  he  might  increase  the 
chance  of  taking  prizes,  and  should  run  less  risk  of  being  dis- 
eoiv«red,  and  alaiining  the  coast    The  spirits  of  our  people 

were 
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were  now  gready  raised*  and  tbeir  despondtocy  dissipated^ 
by  this  earnest  of  success,  so  that  they  forgot  all  their  past 
distresses,  resumed  their  wonted  alacrity,  and  laboured  inces- 
santly in  completing  our  water,  receiving  our  lumber,  and 
prmaring  to  leave  the  island. 

These  necessary  occupations  took  us  up  four  or  five  dayii 
with  all  our  industry  and  exertions ;  and  in  this  interval,  the 
commodore  directed  the  guns  of  the  Anna  pink,  being  ibdr 
six-ponnders  and  four  four-pounders,  with  two  swivels,  tb  be 
mounted  in  the  Carmelo,  our  prize.  He  sent  also  on  board 
the  Gloucester,  six  Spanish  passengers  and  twen^- three  cap^ 
tared  seamen,  to  assist  in  navigating  that  ship,  and  directed 
Captain  Mitchell  to  leave  the  island  as  soon  as  possible^  die 
service  demanding  the  utmost  despatch,  giving  him  orders  td 

Eroceed  to  the  latitude  of  5<*  S.  and  there  to  cruise  off  the 
igh-land  of  Payta,  at  such  distance  from  shore  as  shooU 
prevent  his  being  discovered.  He  was  to  continue  on  this 
station  till  joined  by  the  Centurion ;  which  was  to  be  when^ 
ever  it  should  be  known  that  the  viceroy  had  fitted  out  Alt 
ships  of  war  at  Callao,  or  on  the  commodore  receiving  any 
other  intelligence  that  should  moke  it  necessary  to  divide  our 
strength.  These  orders  being  delivered  to  Captain  Mitehdl 
of  the  Gloucester,  and  all  our  business  completed^  wc  weigh- 
ed anchor  in  the  Centurion,  on  Saturday  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  company  with  our  prize  the  Carmelo,  and  gotont 
of  the  bay,  taking  our  last  leave  of  Juan  Fernandez,  and 
steering  to  the  eastward,  with  the  intention  of  joining  the 
Tryal  sloop,  on  her  station  ofi*  Valparaiso^  leaving  the  Ghw- 
ccster  still  at  anchor. 


Section  XV. 

Our  Cruise,  from  leaving  Juan  Fernandez,  to  the  taking  of 

Payta. 

Although  we  left  the  bay  on  the  19th  of  September, 
yet,  by  the  irregularity  and  fluctuation  of  the  wind  ill  the 
offing,  it  was  the  2i2d  of  that  month,  in  the  evenings  bdbie 
we  lost  sight  of  Juan  Fernandez ;  after  which  we  ccmthMIHl 
our  course  to  the  eastward,  in  order  to  join  the  TrfA  dt 
Valparaiso.   Next  night  the  weather  proved  squally,  aiidM 
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ipiit  oar  nain  lop-cail,  which  wc  diMi  handed ;  ImC  soC  it 
MfMirad  and  wti  again  bjr  next  nioniinff.  In  the  evening,  a 
bttle  bclbra  cun«ei»  wc  saw  two  fail  to  the  castwanl,  on  whkfa 
oar  prise  itood  dirrctly  from  ■■,  to  avoid  an?  tuftpidon  of 
onr  being  cmiieri,  while  we  made  ready  for  an  en;»ageaMnC0 
and  rtecrcd  with  all  our  ctnvMi  towardi  the  two  ships  we  had 
Jsatried.  Wo  soon  perceived,  that  one  of  them,  which 
seemed  a  very  stout  snip,  stood  directly  for  us,  while  tho 
other  kepi  at  a  great  distance.  By  seven  o'clock  we  were 
wilhhi  pistol-diot  of  the  nearest,  and  had  a  broadu«Ie  ready 
to  poor  into  her,  the  gunners  having  their  lighted  matchca 
ia  their  hands,  only  waiting  orden  to  fire.  But,  as  the  coo^ 
modore  knew  that  bhe  coukl  not  now  cieapo,  he  ordered  tho 
marter  to  hail  the  ship  in  Spanish;  on  which  her  oommand- 
log  officer,  who  happened  to  be  Mr  Hughes,  lieutenant  of 
she  Tryal,  answcrnl  us  in  English,  that  she  was  a  priic^ 
kan  by  the  Tr\a\  n  few  dap  licfore,  and  that  the  other 
ael  at  a  distance  wn%  the  Tryal,  disabled  in  her  masto. 

We  were  soon  after  joined  by  the  Tryal,  when  her 
BMnder,  Captain  Saunders,  came  on  board  the  Centurioo. 
Wm  aoqfuainted  the  commodore,  that  he  had  taken  this  ship 
OB  the  ISth,  bcinir  a  prime  sailor,  which  had  coot  him  thir^ 
hours  choM*  hcfure  he  could  get  up  with  her,  and  that  far 
time  he  gnine<l  so  little  upon  her,  Uioi  he  almost  de- 
spairod  of  ever  nioking  up  with  the  chase.  The  Spaniards 
vase  at  first  iibrmcd,  by  seeing  nothing  but  a  cloud  of  nil 
in  pursuit  of  tliem,  as  the  hull  of  the  Tryal  lay  so  low  in  the 
water,  that  no  part  of  it  appeared  ;  yet  knoa'iiig  the  good- 
ness  of  their  sliip,  and  finding  how  little  the  Iryal  ncared 
them,  they  at  la&t  laid  aside  their  fears,  and,  recommending 
tbemselven  to  the  protection  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  they  Im^ 
gan  to  think  thcm*elres  quite  secure.  Indeed,  their  suooesa 
was  near  doiug  honour  to  their  Jve  Marias ;  fiir,  altering 
their  course  in  the  night,  and  shutting  close  their  cabin  win- 
dowa  to  prevent  any  of  their  ligiits  from  licing  seen,  tlicv  had 
sone  chance  of  escaping :  But  :i  smiill  crevice  in  one  of  tlieir 
dnitters  rendered  all  tlieir  invocations  of  no  avail ;  ns  tho 
paople  of  the  Tryal  perceived  a  lif«ht  through  this  crevice, 
oiMi  they  chased  till  they  t^t  witliin  guii-sliot ;  and  then 
&nndcrs  alarnicd  tlicni  with  u  liroadMiiie,  when  they 
themselves  they  were  beyond  his  rcncli.  For  some 
Tf  the  choiie  still  kept  tlic  s:mic  saii  abroad,  and 
observed  that  tliis  first  salute  had  made  any  im- 
pression ; 
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Eretsion ;  but,  just  ai  the  Tryal  was  about  to  report  hsr 
roadside,  the  Spaniards  crept  fmm  their  holesy  lomni 
their  sails,  and  submitted  without  opposition.  She  was  Bi- 
med  the  Ananzazu,  being  one  of  tnc  largest  merchmntnsi 
employed  in  these  seas,  of  about  600  tons  burden,  booi 
from  Calao  to  Valparaiso,  having  much  the  same  cargo  with 
the  Carmelo,  our  former  prize,  except  that  her  silver  aaKNOlF 
ed  only  to  about  5000/.  sterling. 

To  balance  this  success,  we  found  that  the  Tryal  hsd 
sprung  her  main-mast,  and  that  her  main-top-maat  had  tarn 
by  the  board ;  and  next  morning,  as  we  were  all  standing  Is 
the  eastward  in  a  fresh  gale  at  S.  she  had  the  additional  mi^ 
fortune  to  spring  licr  fore-mast,  so  that  now  she  had  noCS 
mast  left  on  which  she  could  carry  sail.  These  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances were  still  further  a|^ravatetl,  by  the  impos8ibiEl| 
of  our  being  then  able  to  assist  her,  for  the  wind  blew  ss 
hard,  and  raised  such  a  hollow  sea,  that  we  could  not  VMh 
lure  to  hoist  out  a  boat,  and  consccjuenlly  could  not  havesaj 
oommunication  with  her ;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  Iie4s 
for  the  greatest  part  of  forty-eight  hours  to  attend  upon  hcfi 
as  we  could  not  {X)8sibly  leave  her  in  Ruch  a  condition  of  dih 
tress.  It  was  no  small  addition  to  our  misfortunes,  on  thii 
occasion,  that  we  were  all  tlie  while  driving  to  leeward  of  onr 
intended  station,  and  at  the  very  time,  when,  liy  our  inlcfi- 
gence,  we  had  reason  to  expect  several  of  the  enemy's  ship 
would  appear  on  the  coast,  and  would  now  get  into  the  poit 
of  Valparaiso  unobstructed;  and,  I  am  convinced,  the  c» 
barrossment  we  suficred  l)y  the  dismasting  of  ihe  'i  rval,  and 
our  conse(]ucnt  aliscnce  from  our  intended  station,  dqirivd 
«B  of  some  very  considerable  captures. 

The  weather  proved  somewhat  more  moderate  on  theSTdh 
when  we  sent  our  boat  for  Captain  Saunders,  who  came  €i 
board  ttie  Centurion,  where  he  produced  an  instrument!  sffp* 
ed  bv  himself  and  all  his  ofticers,  representing  that  the  Tijil 
besides  being  dismaKted,  was  so  very  leaky  in  her  liull| 
it  was  necessary  to  ply  the  ])umps  continually,  even  in 
rate  weather,  and  tliat  they  were  then  scarcely  able  to  kaa 
her  free ;  insomuch  that,  in  the  late  gale,  tliough  all  the  oih 
cers  even  had  been  engaged  in  turns  at  the  pumps,  yet  ikl 
water  had  increased  u|K)n  them ;  and  ihat,  on  the  wholes  tfaj 
apprehended  her  firesent  conditicm  to  be  so  defective,  thsC 
they  must  all  inevitably  perish  if  they  met  with  much  bad 

weather :  For  all  which  reasons,  he  petitioned  the  conuw^ 

dure 
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dore  to  take  itneasures  for  their  safety.  The  refittal  of  the 
Tiyaly  and  the  repair  of  her  defects,  were  utterly  beyond  our 
power  on  the  present  conjuncture,  for  we  had  no  masts  to 
'niare»  no  stores  to  complete  her  ri^ng,  and  no  port  in  which 
me  could  be  hove  down,  to  examuie  and  repair  her  bottom. 
Ev^i  had  we  possessed  a  port,  and  proper  requisites  for  the 
purpose,  it  would  yet  have  been  extremely  imprudent,  in  so 
critical  a  conjuncture^  to  have  loitered  away  so  much  time  as 
would  have  been  necessary  for  these  operations.  The  com- 
modore, therefore,  had  no  choice  left,  but  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  out  her  people  and  destroying  her.  Yet,  as 
he  conceived  it  expedient  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  our 
force,  he  appointed  the  Trval's  prize,  which  had  often  beoi 
employed  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru  as  a  man-of*war,  to  be  a 
frigate  in  his  majesty's  service,  manning  her  with  the  crew  of 
die  TryaL  and  giving  commissions  to  ue  captain  and  all  the 
inferior  omcers  accordingly.  This  new  frigate^  when  in  the  Si>a* 
nish  service,  had  mounted  thirty-two  guns;  but  she  was  now 
to  have  only  twenty,  which  were  the  twelve  that  belonged  to 
the  Tryal,  and  eight  that  had  been  on  board  the  Anna  pink. 
'  This  affair  being  resolved  on,  the  commodore  gave  orders 
to  Captain  Saunders  to  carry  it  into  execution,  directing  him 
to  take  all  the  arms,  stores,  ammunition,  and  every  thing  eke 
that  could  4)e  of  use,  from  the  sloop,  and  then  to  scuttle  and 
sink  her.  After  all  this  was  done^  Captain  Saunders  was  to 
proceed  with  his  new  frigate^  now  called  the  TryaF^prizef  to 
cruise  off  the  liigh-land  of  Valparaiso,  keeping  it  from  him 
N.N.  W.  at  the  distanoe  of  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues ;  for,  as 
all  ships  from  Valparaiso  bound  to  the  northward,  «teer  that 
course^  the  commodore  pressed,  by  this  means,  to  stop  any 
intelligence  that  might  be  dispatched  to  Callao,  of  two  of 
their  ships  being  amissing^  which  might  give  them  apprehen- 
sions of  the  English  squadron  being  in  their  neighbourhood. 
The  Tryid's  prize  was  to  continue  on  this  station  for  twentv- 
bur  davs,  and,  if  not  joined  by  the  commodore  before  tne 
expiration  of  that  time,  was  then  to  proceed  along  the  coast 
to  Pisco,  or  Nasca,  where  she  would  be  certain  to  find  the 
Centurion.  The  commodore  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Sauma- 
rez,  who  commanded  the  Centurion's  prize^  to  keep  company 
with  Captain  Saunders,  both  to  assist  in  unloading  the  'Iryal^ 
and  that,  by  spreading  in  their  cruise  off  Valparaiso,  there 
miglit  be  less  danger  of  any  ships  of  the  enemy  slipping  past 
unobserved.    These  orders  being  dispatched,  the  Centurion 

parted 
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parted  from  the  other  TeBseb  at  eleven  at  pight  of  the  27tii 
•September,  directing  her  eourse  towards  Yalparaiao^  with  the 
▼lew  of  cruising  for  some  days  to  windward  of  that  pc^ 

By  thip  distribution  of  our  ships,  we  6attered  ourselves 
that  we  had  taken  all  the  advantages  we  possibly  could  of  the 
en^my  with  our  small  force,  as  our  disposition  was  certainly 
the  9iost  prudent  that  could  be  devised :  For>  as  we  mi^ 
suppose  the  Gloucester  to  be  now  drawing  nigh  the  hish-]aiid 
of  Payta,  we  were  thus  enabled^  by  our  separate  stations,  to 
intercept  all  vessels  employed  either  between  Peru  and  Chili 
to  the  southward,  or  between  Panama  and  Peru  to  thenprth- 
wi^rd,  since  the  principal  trade  from  Peru  to  Chili  being  ^ar* 
ri^  on  with  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  the  Centurion^  cruisiiig 
tp  windward  of  that  port,  would  probably  meet  with  them,  s* 
it  is  the  constant  practice  of  these  ships  to  fall  in  with  land 
to  windward  of  that  place.  The  Gloucester,  also^  would  be 
in  the  way  of  all  ships  bound  from  Panama,  or  any  othf? 

Idace  to  the  northward,  to  any  port  in  Peru,  since  thp  bi|^ 
andy  off  which  she  was  ordered  to  cruise,  is  constantly  iqm 
hy  every  ship  qn  that  voyage.     While. the  Centurion  and 
Gloucester  were  thus  conveniently  situated  for  intercepting  the 
trade  of  the  enemy,  the  Tryal's  prize,  and  Centurion's  priae^ 
were  as  conveniently  stationed  for  preventing  the  communir 
cation  of  intelligence,  by  intercepting  all  vessels  bound  firom 
Valparaiso  to  the  northward ;  as  by  such  vessels  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  some  account  of  us  might  be  transmitted  to  Peru. 
But  the  most  judicious  dispositions  only  produce  a  probsr* 
bility  of  success,  and  cannot  command  certainty ;  since  those 
chances,  which  may  reasonably  enough  be  overlooked  in  der 
liberation,  are  sometimes  of  most  powerful  influence  in  eze* 
cution     Thus,  in  the  present  instance,  the  distress  of  the 
Tryal,  and  our  necessary  quitting  our  station  to  assist  her, 
which  were  events  that  no  degree  of  prudence  could  either 
foresee  or  obviate,  gave  an  opportunity  to  all  the  ships  bound 
for  Valparaiso  to  reach  that  port  without  molestation  during 
this  unlucky  interval :  so  that,  after  leaving  Captain  Saun* 
ders,  we  used  every  expedition  in  regaining  our  statioDf 
which  we  reached  on  the  29th  at  noon ;  yet,  in  plying  on  and 
off  till  the  6th  of  October,  we  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
fall  in  with  a  sail  of  any  sort.    Having  lost  all  hope  of  moelp 
LQg  with  any  better  fortune  by  longer  stay^  we  then  made  nil 
to  leeward  of  the  port,  in  order  to  rejoin  our  pri2e&|  tNit 
when  we  arrived  oil' the  high-land|  where  they  were  dircdid 

to 
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to  cruise,  wc  did  not  find  thcsit  tboogh  ««  oantiDticd  thcro 
thiee  or  four  dajt.  It  wm  tiippoieai  tiMrefere,  that  mmbo 
chsie  bad  oocauoiMd  thrm  to  quit  their  utatioa,  wherefaro 
«c  proceeded  to  the  northward  to  the  high-land  of  NatGa» 
io  lac  15*  m/  &  bein^  tlic  Mcood  renJc/voua  appointed  fiw 
Caplain  Sanoderv  to  join  ua.  We  pH  there  oo  the  )(lil  of 
Ooober,  and  were  in  f^reat  expectation  of  falling  in  wkk 
acme  of  the  enemy '»  reawht  as  both  the  accounts  of  Ibrmcr 
lojagerii  and  the  intormation  of  our  privuncn,  aMMired  iis» 
ikal  all  ships  iMHsnd  to  Clallao  consequently  make  this  kml 
to  prvvent  the  danger  of  falling  to  leeward  of  the  |M>rt. 
Notwithstanding  the  aiivantagcs  of  thisi  station,  wc  saw  no 
hatever  till  the  tfd  NoTcrober,  when  twu  ship^  appeared 


taneiher»  to  which  we  immediately  gave  chase*  and  suoii  per- 
ceived that  they  were  the  Tr}'al's  and  Centurion's  prises.  Aa 


they  were  to  windward,  we  brought  to  and  waited  their 
niBg  up;  when  Captain  •Saunders  came  on  board  the 
rMMit  and  acciitaiuied  the  oummodore  that  he  had  cleared  and 
scuttled  the  I'ryal  aca>rdinff  to  his  orders,  and  remained  by 
her  till  she  sunk.  It  was*  however,  tiie  iih  of  October  bo» 
this  Gcmld  lie  cllc^ctcd;  tor  there  ran  so  Urge  and  holbw 
that  tlie  slucip,  having  neither  mast^  nur  sails  to  steady 
',  rolled  and  pitdivd  so  violently*  that*  for  the  greatest  part 
of  the  time^  it  was  impossible  for  a  boat  to  lie  alongside  of 
her;  and,  during  this  attendance  on  the  skNi|>*  the}*  were  all 
driven  so  iar  to  the  N.W.  that  they  were  afterwards  obliged 
to  aCieich  a  long  way  to  the  westward*  in  order  to  regain  the 
gnNtnd  they  had  lost,  which  was  the  reason  wc  had  not  met 
thtm  on  tlieir  station,  llicy  had  met  with  no  better  tbrtane 
oa  their  cruise  than  ouraelvesy  never  having  seen  a  single  ves* 
lal  aiuoe  we  left  them. 

Thia  want  of  succesa,  and  our  certainty  if  any  shi|M  had 
bpn  atirring  in  these  seas  for  some  time  past*  that  we  must 
havo  fidlcn  in  with  them,  made  tis  believe  that  the  enemy  at 
Vuipuraisoi  on  missing  the  two  ships  we  had  taken*  had  bUs- 
pa^ad  tu  to  be  in  these  seas,  and  had  consc«|Ucntly  laid  an 
on  all  trade  in  the  southern  parts.  \Ve  likcH'tNc  ap* 
~  they  might,  by  this  time*  be  fitting  out  the  ships 
of  vntf  at  Callao ;  as  we  knew  that  it  was  not  uncotiiinon  lor 
npiesa  to  reach  Lima  from  Valparaiso  in  twenty-nine  or 
fkkt^  davs,  and  it  was  now  more  tlian  fifty  hIikc  wc  had  ta- 
*  the  first  priie.  These  apprehensions  of  an  embargo  on 
una  of  the  eqitipment  of  the  Spanish  squadron  at 
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Callaoi  determined  the  commodore  to  hasten  down  to  Ae 
leeward  of  CallaOj  to  join  the  Gloucester  as  soon  as  poanbk 
ofF  Payta,  that,  onr  strength  being  unitedf  we  might  be  pre- 
pared to  give  the  ships  from  Callao  a  warm  reception,  if  wef 
dared  to  put  to  sea.  With  this  view  we  bore  away  that  same 
afternoon,  taking  particular  care  to  keep  at  snch  a  distanoe 
from  the  shore  that  there  might  be  no  danger  of  our  being 
discovered  from  thence ;  for  we  knew  that  allthe  ships  of  tiiat 
country  were  commanded,  under  the  severest  penalties,  not 
to  sail  past  the  harbour  of  Callao  without  stopping :  as  dui 
order  is  always  complied  with,  we  should  undoubtedly  be 
known  for  enemies  ^  we  were  seen  to  act  contrary  to  that 
regulation.  In  this  new  navigation,  being  uncertain  if  ve 
might  not  meet  the  Spanish  squadron  on  the  way,  the  eom- 
modore  took  back  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Centurion  whidi 
had  been  for  some  time  on  board  the  Carmelo. 

While  standing  to  the  northward,  we  had  sight  of  die 
small  island  of  St  GaUan'  before  night,  bearing  mmi  us  N. 
N.E.  i  E.  about  seven  leagues  distant  This  island  lies  in 
about  the  latitude  of  14^  S«  and  about  five  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  a  high-land  called  Morro  Viejoy  or  the  Old-man's 
Head^  which  island  and  high-land  near  it  are  here  more  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  because  between  them  is  perhaps  the 
most  eligible  station  on  all  this  coast  for  cruising  against  the 
enemy^  as  hereabouts  all  ships  bound  for  Calmo,  whether 
from  the  northward  or  southward,  run  well  in  with  the  land. 
By  the  5th  November,  at  3  p.  m.  we  were  within  sight  of  the 
high-land  of  Barranca^  in  lat  10*  36'  S.  bearing  from  us 
N.E.  by  E.  eight  or  nine  leagues  distant ;  and  an  hour  and  a 
half  afterwards  we  had  the  satisfaction,  so  long  wished  for,  of 
seeing  a  sail.  She  appeared  to  leeward,  and  we  all  immedi- 
ately gave  chase;  but  the  Centurion  so  much  outsailed  the 
two  prizes  that  we  soon  ran  them  both  out  of  sight,  and  gain- 
ed considerably  upon  the  chase.  Night,  however,  came  on 
before  we  could  make  up  with  her,  and  about  seven  o'dock 
the  darkness  concealed  her  from  our  view,  and  we  were  in 
some  perplexity  what  course  to  steer ;  but  our  commodore 
resolved,  being  then  before  the  wind,  to  keep  all  his  sails  aat 
and  not  to  change  his  course :  For,  although  there  was  na 
doubt  the  chase  would  alter  her  course  in  the  night,  aa  it 


'  This  island  of  Son  Gallan  is 
miles  S.W.  of  Pisco.— •£• 
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ip;^  uncertain  what  tack  she  might  go  upon,  he  thought  it 
l&ore  prudent  to  continue  the  same  course,  rather  than  change 
It  on  conjecture,  as,  should  we  mistake^  she  would  certainly 
get  away.  Continuing  the  chase  about  an  hour  and  a  half 
raer  dark^one  orother  of  our  people  constantly  believing  they 
iapw.  her  sails  right  a-head  of  us,  our  second  lieutenant^  JMur 
Brett,  at  length  actually  discovered  her  about  four  points  on 
dte  larboard  bow,  steering  off  to  seawards,  on  which  we  im- 
aiediately  clapped  the  helm  a-weather,  standing  right  towards 
htTi  and  came  up  with  her  in  less  than  an  hour,  and^  having 
fired  fourteen  shots  at  her,  she  struck.  Mr  Dennis,  our 
third  lieutenant^  was  sent  in  the  boat  with  sixteen  men  to 
take  possession  of  the  prize^  and  to  shift  the  prisoners  to  our 
ship. 

-  This  vessel  was  named  the  Santa  Teresa  de  Jems,  built  at 
Onayaqiiil,  of  about  300  tons  burden^  commanded  by  Barto- 
lome  Urrunaga,  a  Biscayan.  She  was  bound  from  Guaya- 
quil to  Callao^  her  loading  consisting  of  timber,  cocoa,  cocoa- 
BOts,  tobacco,  hides,  Pito  thread,  (which  is  made  of  a  kind 
of  grass  and  is  very  strongs)  Quito  cloth,  wax,  and  various 
other  articles;  but  the  specie  on  board  was  very  inconsider- 
able, being  principally  small  silver  coin,  not  exceeding  170/. 
ling  in  value.  Her  cargo,  indeed,  was  of  great  value,  if 
oould  have  sold  it;  but  the  Spaniards  have  strict  orders 
never  to  ransom  their  ships^  so  that  all  the  goods  we  captu- 
red'in  the  South  Seas,  except  what  little  we  had  occasion  for 
oorselves,  were  of  no  advantage  to  us ;  yet  it  was  some  satis- 
fiction  to  consider,  that  it  was  so  much  real  loss  to  the  ene- 
ny,  and  that  despoiling  them  was  no  contemptible  part  of. 
die  service  in  which  we  were  employed,  and  was  so  far  bene* 
ficial  to  our  country.  Besides' her  crew  of  forty-five  hands, 
Ae  had  on  board  ten  passengers,  consisting  of  lour  men  and 
three  women,  who  were  natives  of  the  country,  but  born  of 
Spanish  parents,  together  with  three  negro  slaves  who  at- 
tended them*  The  women  were  a  mother  and  two  daughters^ 
the  elder  about  twenty-one,  and  the  younger  about  fourteen. 
It  ia  not  to  be  wondered  that  women  of  these  years  should 
be  excessivelv  alarmed  at  &lling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  consider  ^s  the  most  lawless 
and  brutal  of  all  mankind,  owing  to  the  former  excesses  of 
the  buccaneers,  and  by  the  artful  insinuations  of  their  priests. 
In  the  present  instance  these  apprehensions  were  much  aug- 
mented by  the  singular  beauty  of  the  youngest  of  the  women, 
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fUid  the  riotous  disposition  they  might  natarally  enough  tt> 
pect  to  find  in  a  set  of  sailors  who  had  not  seen  a  womtt  fm 
near  a  twelvemonth. 

Full  of  these  terrors^  the  women  all  hid  themsdvei  on  Ai 
lieutenant  coming  on  board,  and^  when  found  out,  it  wasiM 
difficulty  he  could  persuade  them  to  come  to  the  light  B# 
he  soon  satisfied  themi  by  the  humanity  of  his  condnc^  m 
by  bis  assurances  of  their  future  safety  and  honourable  tMk 
n^entf  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear.  The  commodore,  tkk 
being  informed  of  their  fears,  sent  directions  that  they  shoil 
contmuc  in  their  own  ship,  with  the  use  of  the  tame  ipafi 
mcnts  and  all  other  conveniences  they  had  before  eimii 
giving  strict  orders  that  they  should  experience  no  inquiMii 
or  molestation ;  and,  that  they  might  lie  the  more  oertiii|lf 
having  these  orders  complied  with,  of  having  the  wammd 
complaining  if  they  were  not,  the  commodore  appoinlsddll 
pilot,  who  is  generally  tlie  second  person  in  Spamah  sUm 
to  remain  with  tliem  as  their  guardian  and  protector.  Hf 
was  particularly  chosen  on  this  occasion,  as  he  seemed  m^ 
tremely  interested  in  all  that  concerned  these  women,  lii 
had  at  first  declared  that  he  was  married  to  the  youngfll} 
though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  he  had  asserted  tkb 
merely  with  the  view  of  securing  them  from  the  insnhs  ihy 
dreaded  on  falling  into  our  hands.  By  this  compassioeii 
and  indulgent  bcnaviour  of  the  commodore,  the  constow 
tion  of  our  female  prisoners  entirely  subsided,  and  thej  M> 
tinued  easy  and  cheerful  during  the  time  they  were  with* 

1  have  before  mentioned  that  the  Centurion  ran  hcrM 
consorts  out  of  sight  at  tlic  commencement  of  this  cbosi^a 
which  account  we  lay  to  for  them  all  the  night  afler  weki 
token  the  prize,  firing  ^ns  and  shewing  false  firei  evcrjUI 
hour,  to  ])reveut  them  from  passing  us  unobserved.  Bilttlf 
were  so  iur  astern,  that  they  neither  heard  nor  sswaifp 
our  signals,  and  were  not  able  to  come  up  with  ut  till  boll 
day.  When  they  had  joined,  we  proceeded  togetbcr  tolb 
northward,  being  now  four  snil  iu  company.  We  here  ftfll 
the  sea  for  many  miles  of  a  beautiful  red  colour,  owi^§  0 
we  found  upon  examination,  to  an  immense  quantity  of  i|iiM 
floating  on  its  surface :  For,  taking  some  of  the  water  iit 
glass,  it  soon  changed  from  a  dirty  aspect  to  be  peifa^F 
clear,  with  some  red  globules  of  a  slimy  nature  floatiflg  ■ 
the  top.  Having  now  a  supply  of  timber  in  our  new  poiif 
tlie  commodore  ordered  all  our  boats  to  be  repaired,  iti  * 
BwivcUstock  to  be  fitted  in  the  bow  of  the  barge  and  pinnies 

is 
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ia  onler  to  increAie  their  tarcc^  in  caie  we  ihouM  have  ocea- 
MB  to  iiie  them  in  boarding  ihipi,  or  making  nnw  attempl 
BB  abore. 

Conunatnff  oar  ooone  to  the  northward,  nothinf;  remark- 
Mm  oocurrou  (or  two  or  three  dayii  thou^  we  iprrad  oar 
lUpi  in  inch  a  manner  that  it  was  not  probable-  anjr  vetael  of 
fhe  coenj  •boaU  escape  oi.  During  our  voyap*  along  this 
e  generally  obnenred  that  a  current  srt  uti  to  the 


■oathwawl,  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  cveiy  daj. 
When  in  about  the  latitude  of  8^  S.  we  began  to  lie  attend- 
ad  br  va»t  numbcn  cif  flying  fish  and  lionit«M(.  which  were 
dM  nnt  we  had  seen  after  iMving  the  coaa  of  Braxil.  It  is 
iwoMrkaUe  that  these  fish  extend  to  a  much  higher  latitude  on 
dM  east  side  of  Amerira  than  on  the  west,  as  we  did  not  lose 
on  the  coast  of  Bruil  till  near  the  southern  tropic. 

eoaon.  doubtless,  of  this  diversitv,  is  owing  to  the  dif- 

faent  degrees  of  heat  obtaining  on  different  sides  of  the  con- 
tiacBt  in  the  same  iatitnde :  simI,  on  this  occasion,  I  use  the 
figeiioni  to  make  a  short  digresaicm  on  the  heat  and  cold  of 
climates,  and  on  the  variations  which  occur  in  the 
places  at  diifercnt  times  of  the  year,  and  in  diflbreni 
in  the  same  degree  of  latitwle. 
The  ancients  conceived  that  of  the  five  cones  into  which 
ihaj  divided  (he  surface  of  the  globe,  two  only  were  habit- 
■fak;  supposing  that  the  heat  wtween  the  tropics,  and  the 
cold  within  the  polar  circles,  were  too  intense  to  lie  support- 
ad  bjr  mankind.  The  fidsehood  of  this  idea  has  liecn  longesi- 
tsfahabed  ^  but  the  particuUr  comparison  of  the  heat  and  cold 
of  thtse  various  clunates  have  as  yet  been  very  imperfectly 

Enough  is  known,  however,  safely  to  dctcnnine 
position,  that  all  the  places  within  the  tropics  are  flit 
Dring  the  hottest  on  the  globe,  as  many  within  the  po» 
drcie  are  far  from  enduring  that  extreme  dqpree  of  ooM 
their  situation  seems  to  subject  them ;  that  is  to  sayt 
Am  temperature  of  a  place  depends  much  more  upon 
ciraunstonces,  than  upon  iu  distance  from  the  pole^  or 
tojMNiBdmity  to  the  equinoctial  line. 

Ii#nia  proposition  relates  to  the  general  temperature  of 

the  whole  yt*ar  round,  and,  in  this  sense,  it  can- 
that  the  city  of  London,  for  instance,  enjoys 
seasons  than  the  bottom  of  Hudson's  Bay, 
e  fai  the  same  ktitude^  but  where  the  severity 
Tvcot  as  scarcely  to  permit  tlie  hardiest  of 

our 
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.L  ^^uku  piaab^  Lo  live.    If  tbe  comparison  be  made  be- 

^c^iA  .^«  «.u4>a£  ui*  Brazil  and  the  western  shore  of  Sootk 

.ijc^.^a,  a>»  .or  example}  between  Bahia  and  Lima,  the  dif? 

.....  k  iii  oe  luunj  still  more  considerable  ^  for,  thoogfa  die 

^.•.  .1  Jra^u  :»  extremely  sultryj  yet  the  coast  of  the  Soatk 

-.  .L,     .  .^c:  .suiie  latitude,  is  perhaps  as  temperate  and  toier? 

.  ».<  .L^j  ^jttiC  ox  the  globe  ;  since  we^  in  ranging  it  akiBA 

^  .4.«.«:  uMwt  with  such  warm  weather  as  is  treqaeni^ 

^  «^Miiu«r  Jay  in  England^  which  was  still  the  ncie 

iu:^  jj»  liiere  never  fell  any  rain  to  r^resh  and  oodl 


\^      .  :  \.'  I 


.  -!»:  ^ 


oi  tins  lower  temperature  in  the  South  Seasn 

. .  .^%:tut  oi  be  assigned)  and  shall  be  mentioned  beraafiet 

4^  .  o.to  oiuy  solicitous  to  establish  tbe  trath  of  this.aHe^ 

.x.»  ...tu  ta»  latitude  of  a  place  alone  is  no  role  by  whiA  ts 

.^c  Wk  iiitf  degree  of  heat  and  cold  which  obtains  thsni 

\VAua|;»  Lhi«  position  might  be  more  briefly  confirmed  hj 

.  09^^vlii^  that  on  the  tops  of  the  Andesb  though  uad^tke 

.V|M^«v;i,  the  :»uow  never  melts  the  whole  year  round;  a.eri* 

.wkii^u  ok  cvki  stronger  than  is  known  to  take  place  in  naaj 

^t^  ik2  within  the  polar  circle. 

!  liiiiciio  I  have  considered  the  temperature  of  the  air  sll 
Liv  woi  thiou^li,  and  the  gross  estimations  of  heat  and  odd 
nluva  v*koi\  one  makes  from  his  own  sensations.  But  if  thh 
..,«.vv .  IV  examined  by  means  of  thermometers,  which  are 
.  v»%40i>\*»>  the  n)ost  unerring  evidences  in  respect  to.  the  afaio* 
u«w  .A>;i«x^  of  heat  and  cold,  the  result  will  be  indeed  moit 
«»«.  ^^siiui ;  Muce  it  will  appear  that  the  heat  in  very  hirrh  Is- 
..4UV.C*.  AA  »i  Petersburgh  for  instance,  is,  at  particular  timef» 
.u.vU  iMWitor  than  any  that  has  been  hitherto  observed  be- 
.%fevsa  rW  tropics.  Even  at  London  in  the  year  1746,  there 
n.^  .«  (^ri  of  one  day  considerably  hotter  than  was  at  any 
i«UA«  i\\\  in  one  of  the  ships  of  our  squadron  in  the  whole 
««>^%.«^«>  «Hit  Hn«I  home,  though  four  times  passing  under  tbe 
.  «/u..ioi  ;  hM',  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  the  thermometef 
4U  I  «>iKtoii,  graduated  according  to  the  scale  of  Fahrenhti^ 
.u^sl  Hi  .'S**,  and  tlie  greatest  observed  heat,  by  a  thermome'. 
w;  ^•'i  (he  name  kind  in  the  same  ship,  was  76%  which  was  at' 
M  ^  Hihtninrs  ill  the  latter  end  of  December^  when  the 
*x.»*  wiihui  ttUiut  3«  of  the  vertex.  At  St  Petersburgh,  I 
li^^  ihe  <iclM  of  the  Academy,  5-  "V  year  17S^^^|mJ 
okl  Jm\\  of  July,  that  the  *"      ter  re 

^^Iv^  i«'  'J'J**  higher  than  to 


CHAP.  XIT.  sicr.  XT.         Capimm  Awkuu  567 

riaai;  which  cstraordioary  dqprep  of  hemt,  were  it  not  aa- 
thmricated  by  the  regularity  aiid  drcumfpection  with  which 
iha  obacnration*  appear  to  have  been  conducted,  would  ^>- 
ar  alttwrther  incredible. 

If  it  thoalil  be  aaked,  bow  it  comet  then  to  pans  that  the 
^  in  many  placet  between  the  tropics  ■•  esteemed  to 
t  and  imuflerablei  when  it  appears  by  thete  inttancca, 
it  it  lometimet  rivalled,  and  even  exceciled*  in  very  high 
let,  not  far  from  the  polar  circle?  I  thall  antwer, 
the  ettimatjon  of  heat,  in  any  particular  place,  ouffht 
to  be  founcj^l  upon  that  particular  degree  of  it  which 
BOW  and  then  obtain  there;  but  u  rather  to  be  deduced 
the  medium  obtervi^d  during  a  whole  teaton,  or  per- 
in  a  whole  year ;  and  in  thii  light,  it  will  eatily  ap- 
Imiw  much  more  interne  the  tame  degree  of  heat  may 
by  being  long  continocd  without  remarkable  \'ariiH 
For  inttanoe,  in  comparing  together  8t  Caiharinea 
8t  Peterdiurgh,  we  fliall  toppote  the  summer  heat  at  St 
Gatharinet  to  lie  76*^,  and  the  winter  heat  to  be  only  5G\  I 
make  thit  h»t  mppotition  upon  tuffident  authorityf  * 
apt  to  tuipect  the  allowance  it  full  large.  L*|x>n  thia 
therefore,  the  medium  heat  all  die  year  round 
be  66* ;  and  thit  perhapt  by  night  at  well  at  by  day, 
1  Bo  great  variation.  Now,  thote  who  ha%'e  attended 
dbcmomctrical  obtenration  will  readily  allow,  that  a  ooih 
innooe  of  thit  degree  of  heat  for  a  length  of  time,  would 
ha  fannd  violent  and  tuffocating  by  the  generality  of  man- 
Bat  at  Fetertburgh,  though  the  heat,  at  meatured  by 
tkefmometer,  may  happen  to  be  a  few  timet  in  the  year 
higher  than  at  St  Cathariiiet,  yet,  at  other 
the  cold  it  intcntely  tharper,  and  tho  medium  for  n 
'9  or  even  for  one  teaton  only,  would  be  for  thort  of 
For  I  find,  that  the  variation  of  the  thermometer  at 
MinriNirgfa,  it  at  k«att  five  timet  greater,  from  itt  higheat 
la  ilt  lowett  point,  than  I  have  tuppoted  it  to  be  at  St  Cap 

thit  ettimaticm  of  the  heat  of  a  place,  by  taking 
iwn  for  a  oontidenible  time  together,  there  it  ano- 
ther 


ijpriadpleflp  tke  lo«e«  heit  of  Pctcmbiirgh  ought  to 


of  the  )etr4S*;  but  tlie  cku  are  loosely 
i^i  .  a*  indeed  »  tbe  «IhiJv  reasoniiiijoa 
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tber  circumstance  which  will  still  &rtber  augment  the  ap« 
]jar6nt  heat  of  the  warmer  dimate^  and  dimiiilsh  that  of 
the  colder,  though  I  do  not  remember  to  hare  seen  it  re- 
marked by  any  author.  To  explain  myself  more  distinctly 
upon  this  head,  I  must  observe,  that  the  measure  of  abso- 
lute heat,  marked  by  the  thermometer,  is  not  the  certain 
criterion  of  the  sensation  of  heat  with  Which  human  bodia 
are  affected ;  fof,  as  the  presence  dnd  perpetual  succestioii 
of  fresh  air  is  necessary  to  our  resfiiration,  so  there  is  a  qie* 
cies  of  tainted  or  stagnated  air  often  produced  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  great  heats,  which,  being  less  proper  for  zesfk 
ration,  never  fails  to  excite  in  us  an  idea  of  sultriness  aod 
snfibcating  warmth,  much  beyond  what  the  heat  of  the  air 
alone  would  occasion,  supposing  it  pure  and  agitated.  Heoee 
it  follows,  that  the  mere  inspection  of  the  thermometer  .will 
never  determine  the  heat  which  the  humah  bbdv  feels  fissm 
this  cause ;  and  hence  also,  the  heat,  in  most  places  betwedi 
the  tropics,  must  be  much  more  troublesome  and  unem 
than  the  same  degree  of  absolute  heat  in  a  high  latitdoti 
'For  the  equability  and  duration  of  the  tropicsu  heat  con- 
tribute to  impregnate  the  air  with  a  multitude  of  steams 
^nd  vapours  from  the  soil  and  water ;  and  many  of  these 
being  of  an  impure  and  noxious  kind,  and  being  not  easilj 
removed,  by  reason  of  the  regularity  of  the  winds  in  thoK 
parts,  whicn  only  shift  the  exhalations  from  place  to  places 
without  dispersing  them^  the  atmosphere  is  by  this  means 
rendered  less  capable  of  supporting  the  animal  functions, 
and  mankind  are  consequently  afiected  by  what  they  ddi  a 
most  intense  and  sliding  heat.  Whereas,  in  the  higher 
latitudes^  these  vapours  are  probably  raised  in  smaller  quan- 
tities, and  are  frequently  dispersed  by  the  irregularity  and 
violence  of  the  winds ;  so  tliat  the  air,  being  in  general 
more  pure  and  less  stagnant,  the  same  degree  of  absolote 
heat  is  not  attended  by  that  uneasy  and  suffi)cating  senV' 
tion. 

This  may  suffice,  in  general,  with  respect  to  the  present 
speculation ;  but  I  cannot  help  wishing,  as  it  is  a  sulgect 
in  which  mankind  are  very  much  interested,  especially  tnh 
vellers  of  all  sorts,  that  it  were  more  thoroughly  and  accu- 
rately examined,  and  that  all  ships  bound  to  the  wanner 
climates  were  furnished  with  thermometers  of  a  knowp  f^ 
brie,  and  would  observe  them  daily,  and  register  theic  flk* 
scrvations.     For,  considering  the  turn  to  philoaofdiiG^  W 
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C'ries  which  has  obtaitied  in  Europe  aince  the  beginning  of 
eighteenth  century^  it  is  incredible  how  very  rarely  any 
dung  of  this  kind  has  been  attended  to.  For  my  own  part^ 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  seen  any  observations  of 
the  heat  and  cold,  either  in  the  East  or  West  Indies,  which 
Irere  made  by  marines  or  officers  of  vessels,  excepting  those 
made  by  order  of  Commodore  Anson  on  board  the  Cento* 
rion,  and  those  by  Captain  Legg  on  board  the  Severn,  aoo-> 
ther  ship  of  our  scjuadron. 

1  have  been  in  some  measure  drawn  into  this  digression^ 
by  the  consideration  of  the  fine  weather  we  experienced  on 
Ine  coast  of  Peru,  even  under  the  equinoctial,  but  I  havo 
not  yet  described  the  particularities  of  this  weaker.  I  shall 
now  tlicreforc  observe,  that  every  circumstance  concurred^ 
Id  thia  climate,  that  could  render  the  open  air  and  the  day- 
Uafat  desirable :  For,  in  other  countries,  the  scordiing  heat 
ofthe  sun  in  summer  renders  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
■oapt  either  for  labour  or  amusement,  and  the  frequent 
mini  are  not  less  troublesome  in  the  more  temperate  parta 
sf  the  year :  But,  in  this  happy  climate^  the  sun  rarely  ap* 
poars.  Not  that  the  heavens  have  at  any  time  a  dark  or 
rioomy  aspect ;  for  there  is  constantly  a  cheerful  gray  sky^ 
ful  anfficicnt  to  screen  the  sun,  and  to  miti^tc  the  violence 
tS  its  perpendicular  rays,  without  obscuring  the  air,  or 
tinging  the  light  of  day  with  an  unpleasant  or  melancholy 
hoe.  By  this  means,  all  parts  ofthe  day  are  proper  for  la- 
bour or  exercise  in  the  open  air ;  nor  is  there  wanting  that 
icfireshing  and  pleasing  refrigeration  of  the  air  which  it 
iDmedmcs  produced  by  rains  in  other  climates;  for  here 
tiw  aame  effect  is  brought  about  by  the  fresh  brecsEes  from, 
the  cooler  regions  to  the  southward.  It  is  reasonable  to 
uspose,  that  this  fortunate  complexion  of  the  heaveni  IB' 
mncipally  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  those  vast  moun- 
asinB  called  the  Andes,  which,  running  nearly  parallel  to 
lie  shores  and  at  a  small  distance  from  it,  and  extending 
mmensely  Jiigher  than  any  other  mountains  upon  the  globes 
brsi  upon  their  sides  and  declivities  a  prodigious  tract  of 
Mmntry^  where,  according  to  the  different  approaches  to 
lie  mmmit,  all  kinds  of  climates  may  be  found  at  all  sea- 
;ona  of  the  year. 

These  mountains,  by  intercepting  great  part  of  the  east- 
ern winds,  which  generally  blow  over  the  continent  of  South 
(Imerlca,  and  by  cooling  that  part  of  tlic  air  which  forces 
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iti  way  over  their  tops,  and  by  keeping  besides  a  large  por« 
tion  of  the'atmospbere  perpetually  cool,  from  its  contigaity 
to  the  snows  by  which  they  are  always  covered,  and  thus 
spreading  the  influence  of  their  frosen  crests  to  the  neigh- 
bouring coasts  and  seas  of  Peru,  are  doubtless  the  cause  of 
the  temperature  and  equability  which  constantly  prefsil 
there.  For,  when  we  had  advanced  beyond  the  equinoctiil 
to  the  north,  where  these  mountains  leil  us,  and  had  no- 
thing to  screen  us  to  the  eastward  but  the  high  lands  on  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  which  are  mere  mole-hills  compared  to 
the  Andes,  we  then  found  that  we  had  totally  changed  our 
climate  in  a  short  run ;  passing,  in  two  or  three  days,  finom 
the  temperate  air  of  Peru,  to  the  sultry  and  burning  atmos- 
phere of  the  West  Indies. 

To  return  to  our  narration*  On  the  lOth  of  Noviember 
we  were  three  leagues  south  of  the  southern  island  of  XicA% 
in  lat.  6^  27'  &  xhis  is  called  Lobos  de  la  Mar;  and  ano- 
ther, which  is  to  the  northward  of  it,  and  resemUea  it  so 
much  in  shape  and  appearance  as  to  be  often  mistaken  fcr 
it^  is  called  Lobos  de  Tierra.  ^  We  were  now  drawing  nev 
the  station  that  had  been  appointed  for  the  Gloucestefy  and 
fearing  to  miss  her^  we  went  under  easy  sail  ail  nigfat»  At 
day-break  next  morning,  we  saw  a  ship  in  shore  and  to 
windward,  which  had  passed  us  unseen  in  the  nightf  and 
soon  perceiving  that  she  was  not  the  Gloucester,  we  got  oor 
tacks  on  board  and  gave  her  chase.  But  as  there  was  very 
little  wind,  so  that  neither  we  nor  the  chase  had  made  much 
way,  the  commodore  ordered  his  barge  and  pinnace^  with 
the  pinnace  of  the  TryaFs  prize,  to  be  manned  and  armedi 
and  to  pursue  and  board  the  chase.  Lieutenant  Brett,  who 
commanded  our  barge,  came  up  with  her  first  about  nine 
o'clock,  a.  m.  and,  running  alongside,  fired  a  volley  of  small 
shot  between  her  masts,  just  over  the  heads  of  her  people^ 
and  then  instantly  boafded  with  the  greatest  part  of  his 
men.  But  the  enemy  made  no  resistance^  being  sufficiaitly 
intimidated  by  the  dazzling  of  the  cutlasses,  and  the  voUejr 
they  had  just  received.  Lieutenant  Brett  now  made  the 
sails  of  the  prize  be  trimmed^  and  bore  down  towards  the 

commodoie, 

•  ^  Tbe  Southern  Lobos,  or  Lobos  de  la  Mar,  is  in  fact  two  oontf|noai 
iskiQds,  N.  and  S.  from  eacli  other,  in  lat.  6°  57'  S.  and  long.  80^  4v  W. 
LoOos  de  Tierroy  called  also  Inner  Lobos,  from  being  nearer  tbe  bnl 
lying  in  the  same  loneitude,  is  in  lat.  6^  23'  S.  There  is  stfll  a  thM|  er 
Northern  Lobos,  in  tot.  5""  10'  S.  long.  Qr*  W, 
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tddag  up  the  other  two  booto  id  lui  Mgr« 
Hfbcn  wiihio  aboiit  ibiir  mikiof  us  be  put  off  io  tho  bur]g% 
bringing  with  bin  a  number  of  tbc  priaoiMrH  vbo  hud 
gmn  him  tome  niatcrid  intelligence^  which  he  was  deiirone 
of  oommoniceting  to  the  commodore  m  enoo  eft  pnmihle 
On  hie  errivel,  we  kemt  that  the  prise  wee  celled  Smt^trm 
fkmom  del  C^Wnnie,  o(  about  tfiO  tcmi  burdent  commanded 
hj  Blaroos  ^lorcna,  a  native  of  Vmicc^  having  on  board 
fcrty  three  marinen.  She  wee  deeply  laden  with  iteel,  iran» 
van,  pepper,  cedar  plank,  uiufl^  rvtanutt  European  bal^ 
floodfli  puwdi-r-blur,  cinnamon*  papal  indulgences  and  other 
kinda  of  mercbandiie;  and,  lliough  thi«  cargo  waft  of  litde 
value  to  uftt  in  uur  present  circum»taiice«i  it  waft  the  mort 
oonnderable  ca|Hure  we  liad  made,  in  reipect  Io  the  Sfm^ 
■inrds  m  it  amounied  to  upwardi  of  400,000  dollars  pnme 
coit  at  Panama.  Thitt  thip  waft  bound  frum  Panama  to 
GaUae^  and  had  ftopficd  at  Pajrta  on  her  waj ,  lo  take  on 
board  a  recruit  of  water  and  Yn>vui<Mift^  and  had  not  left 
abuTe  twenty-ibttr  hour*  when  the  fell  into  our 


■    The  important  intelligence  received  bv  Mr  Brett»  which 

he  waa  so  anxious  lo  communicate  to  tne  comnKMhans  he 

had  kamt  from  one  John  Williams,  an  Irishman^  whom  he 

fMnd  in  the  priic^  and  which  was  con6rmcd  bjr  e»amina" 

lion  of  the  other  prisoners.     Williams  waft  a  papist*  who 

had  worked  his  passage  from  Cadis  end  bad  traveUcd  over 

tiw  whole  €f  the  kingdom  of  Mexico  as  a  pedlar.     He  pie- 

tcncied  that,  by  tliis  business  he  had  at  one  time  cleared 

Jbar  or  five  thousand  doikrs  but  at  length  got  entangled 

bf  the  prickts  who  knew  he  had  money,  and  was  rtripped 

at  every  thing.    At  present  he  was  all  in  rags  having  j    ^ 

not  of  Payto  gaoC  where  he  had  been  coidined  br 

iour.     He  expressed  great  ioy  in  thne  i 

ymen,  and  im^nediatav  inlunned  theos  that  a 

come  into  Payta,  only  a  few  days  beferc^  the 

r  of  which  had  inibrmed  the  governor,  that  he  had 

chased  in  the  offing  by  a  very  large  shipf  which  he  was 

nennaded,  from  her  size  and  the  oohMir  of  her  sails  ^^^^ 

be  one  of  the  English  squadron.    This  we  conjectured  to 

have- been  the  Gloucester,  as  we  found  afterwords  was  the 

.CSM    On  examining  the  master,  and  being  fully  satiAd 

ef  his  accouns  the  governor  sent  off  an  express  whh  all 

ttpodition  to  the  viceroy  at  Lima ;  nod  the  royal  offloer  r»- 

rfdtag 
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•idhiff  at  Paytay  apprehensive  of  a  visit  firom  the  Eoriali 
liad  been  busily  employed,  from  his  first  hearing  or  tUi 
aews,  in  removing  the  king^s  treasure  and  his  own  to  Piiii% 
a  town  in  the  interior^  about  fourteen  leagues  distant.^  We 
learnt  farther,  from  our  prisoners,  that  there  was  at  dai 
time  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  the  custom-house  of 
Fbyta,  beionginff  to  some  merchants  of  Lim^  which  wm 
intended  to  be  shipped  on  board  a  vessel,  then  in  the  hi^ 
bour  of  Payta,  and  was  preparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  rf 
Samonnate,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  in  order  to  pnrchasii 
part  of  the  careo  of  the  Manilla  ship. 

As  the  vesselin  which  this  money  was  to  be  shipped  «■ 
reckoned  a  prime  sailer,  and  had  just  received  a  new  estt 
of  tallow  on  her  bottom,  and  might,  in  the  opinion  of  As 

J  prisoners,  be  able  to  sail  the  succeeding  mornings  we  M 
ittle  reason  to  expect  that  our  ship,  which  had  been  vatif 
two  years  in  the  water,  could  have  any  chance  to  get  ap 
with  her,  if  she  were  once  allowed  to  escq^e  from  the  poit 
Wherefore,  and  as  we  were  now  discovered^  and  the  imk 
coast  would  soon  be  alarmed,  and  as  our  continuay  Is 
cruise  any  longer  in  these  parts  would  now  axuwer  no  jw* 
pose,  the  commodore  determined  to  endeavour  to  take  n^ 
ta  by  surprise^  having  in  the  first  place  informed  himidf 
minutdy  of  its  strength  and  condition,  by  examining  lie 
prisoners,  and  being  fully  satisfied  that  there  was  little  dsih 
ger  of  losing  many  of  our  men  in  the  attempt. 

This  attack  on  Payta,  besides  the  treasure  it  pronisrit 
and  its  being  the  only  cnterpriie  in  our  power  to  andefftthb 
had  also  several  other  probable  advantages.  We  mi^it,  k 
all  probability,  supply  ourselves  with  great  quantities  of  lie 
provisions^  of  which  we  were  in  great  want;  and  we 
also  have  an  opportunity  of  setting  our  prisoners  <m 
who  were  now  very  numerous,  and  made  a  greater 
sumption  of  our  food  than  our  remaining  stock 


of  furnishing  much  longer.  In  all  these  iigfats,  the  attcait 
was  most  eligible,  and  to  which  our  situation,  our  neeiBp 
ties,  and  every  prudential  consideration,  strongly  pimnilrf 
How  it  succeeded^  and  how  far  it  answered  our  c 
tions,  shall  be  the  subject  of  the  succeeding  sectioii* 

SiCfW 

4  SiD  Mimri  de  Piura  is  about  SO  Banish  niles  E.  by  8.  fioM  ff^a^ 
and  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Piura  river^— 'E* 


CHAP.  xiT.  SECT.  XVI*        Captain  Ansotu  373 


Section  XVL 

Capture  of  Payta^  and  Proceedings  at  that  Place, 

The  town  of  Payta  is  in  lat  50«  12'  S.  [lonff.  81^  15'  W.T 
being  situated  in  a  most  barren  soil,  composed  only  of  sand 
and  slate.  It  is  of  small  extent,  being  about  275  yards  in 
length  along  the  shore  of  the  bay,  and  ISO  yards  in  breadth, 
containing  less  than  two  hundred  families.  The  houses  are 
only  ground  floors,  their  walls  composed  of  split  canes  and 
mud,  and  the  roofs  thatched  with  leaves.  Though  thus  ex.- 
tremely  dight,  these  edifices  are  abundantly  sufficient  fiir  a, 
dBmate  where  rain  is  considered  as  a  procugy,  and  is  not 
seen  in  many  years :  Insomuch  that,  a  saMul  quanti^  of 
iBin  fallinff  in  the  year  1728>  is  said  to  have  ruined  a  great 
munber  ot  buildings,  which  mouldered  away,  and  melted  as. 
it  were  before  it.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Indians  and 
black  slaves,  or  of  mixed  breeds  the  whites  being  very  few* 
Tie  port  of  Payta,  though  little  more  than  a  bay,  is  reck* 
oned  the  best  on  this  coast,  and  is  indeed  a  very  secure  and 
commodious  anchorage,  and  is  frequented  by  all  vessels 
ocmiing  from  the  north,  as  here  only  the  ships  from  Acap- 
pulco^  Sonsonnate,  Realejo,  and  Panama^  can  touch  and 
refresh  in  their  passage  to  Callao  i  and  the  length  of  these 
voyages,  the  wind  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  year  being 
full  against  them,  renders  it  indispensably  necessary  for  them 
to  Cfdl  in  here  for  a  recruit  of  fresh  water.  Payta  itself 
however,  is  situated  in  so  parched  a  spot,  that  it  does  not 
furnish  a  drop  of  fresh  water^  neither  any  kind  of  vegeta- 
blea  or  other  provisions,  exc^t  fish  and  a  few  goats.  But, 
from  an  Indian  town  named  Colan,  two  or  three  lea^^es  to 
the  northward,  water,  maize,  vegetables,  fowls,  and  other, 
provisions,  are  conveyed  to  Payta  on  Inilsas  or  floats,  for 
the  supply  of  ships  which  touch  there ;  and  cattle  are  some- 
times brought  from  Piura,  a  town  about  thirty  miles  up  the 
country.  The  water  brought  from  Colan  is  whitish  and  of 
a  disagreeable  appearance^  out  is  said  to  be  very  wholesome; 
for  it  is  pretended  by  the  inhabitants  that  it  runs  through 
large  tracks  overgrown  with  sarsaparilla,  with  which  it  it 
sensibly  impregnated.  Besides  furnishing  the  trading  ships 
bound  firom  the  nprth  for  QiUap  with  water  and  other  ne« 

cessary 
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cessaiy  refreshments,  this  port  of  Payta  is  the  usual  place 
where  passengers  from  Acapuico  and  Panama,  bomul  to 
Xiima^  disembark ;   as  the  voyage  fi*om  hence  to  Calhus  the 

£»rt  of  Ljma,  is  two  hqndred  leagues,  and  is  extremely  te- 
ous  and  iatigaing,  owing  to  the  wind  bein^  almost  always 
contrary ;  whereas  there  is  a  tolerably  good  road  by  land, 
Kuming  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast,  with  many  stations  and 
▼illages  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers* 

Ayta  is  merely  an  open  town,  unprovided  with  any  de- 
fence^ except  a  small  fort  or  redoubt  near  the  shore  of  the 
iHiy*  It  was  of  much  consequence  to  us  to  be  well  informed 
of  the  fabric  and  strength  of  this  fort ;  which,  we  learnt  from 
our  prisoners,  had  eignt  pieces  of  cannon,  but  neither  ditch 
nor  outwork,  being  merely  surrounded  by  a  plain  brick  wall; 
and  that  the  garrison  consisted  of  one  weak  company,  though 
Ae  town  mi^t  possibly  be  able  to  arm  three  hundred  men. 
Having  informed  himself  of  the  strength  of  the  plaoe^  the 
^^ommb^pre  determined  upon  making  an  attempt  for  itscq)* 
tnre  that  very  night,  the  12th  November.  We  were  then 
about  twelve  leagues  from  shore ;  a  sufficient  distance  to  pre- 
vent being  discovered,  ^et  not  so  far  but  that,  by  making  all 
the  sail  we  could  carry,  we  might  arrive  in  the  bay  long  be- 
fore day-break.  The  commodore  considered,  however,  that 
this  would  be  an  improper  manner  of  proceeding,  as  our 
ships,  being  large  bodies,  might  easily  be  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance, even  in  the  night,  and  might  alarm  the  inhabitants,  so 
as  to  ^ve  them  an  opportunity  of  removing  their  most  valu- 
able effects.  He  resolved  therefore,  as  the  strength  of  the 
place  did  not  require  the  employment  of  our  whole  force,  to 
make  the  attempt  with  the  Ixmts  only,  ordering  our  eighteen- 
oared  barge,  with  our  own  and  the  Tryal's  pinnaces,  on  this 
service.  Fifty-eight  men,  well  furnished  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, were  picked  out  to  man  them,  and  the  command 
of  the  expedition  was  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  Brett,  to 
whom  the  commodore  gave  the  necessary  orders  and  in- 
structions. 

The  better  to  prevent  the  disappointment  and  confiittoa 
which  might  arise  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  from  the 

Skiiorance  of  our  people  of  the  streets  and  passages  of  the 
ace,  two  of  the  Spanish  pilots  were  appointed  to  attend  Mir 
rett^  to  conduct  him  to  the  most  convenient  landin^plaoe^ 
and  afterwards  to  be  his  guides  on  shore.  Likewise^  that  we 
might  have  the  greater  security  for  their  fidelity  on  this  oo- 

casioi^ 
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ion*  the  commodore  publicly  assured  all  our  prisonersp 
lliat  they  should  be  set  on  shore  and  released  at  this  place, 
provided  the  pilots  acted  faithfully :  But,  in  case  of  any  mis- 
oondnct  or  treachery,  the  pilots  were  threatened  with  being 
instantly  shot,  and  all  the  rest  were  assured  of  being  carried 
nriscNiers  to  England.  Thus  the  prisoners  were  themselves 
merested  in  our  success,  and  we  had  no  reason  to  suspect 
our  guides  of  n^ligence  or  perfidy.  It  is  worthy  of  remark^ 
mi  this  occasion,  as  a  singular  circumstance^  that  one  of 
these  pilots,  as  we  afterwards  learnt,  had  been  taken  by  Cap* 
tun  Clipperton  above  twenty  years  before,  and  had  then  been 
ciUiged  to  guide  Captain  Clipperton  and  his  people  to  the 
anprizal  of  Truxillo,  a  town  to  the  southward  of  Pay ta ; 
vrliere,  however,  he  contrived  to  alarm  and  save  his  country- 
aieiit  though  the  place  was  carried  and  pillaged.  It  is  cerr 
taanbr  an  extraordinary  incident,  that  the  only  two  attempts 
OB  shore,  and  at  so  long  an  interval,  should  have  been  ffuided 
by  the  same  person,  a  prisoner  both  times,  and  forced  upon 
me  service  contrary  to  his  inclination. 

During  our  preparation,  the  ships  continued  to  stand  for 
the  port  with  fdl  tne  sail  they  could  carry,  secure  that  we 
were  still  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  seen.  About  ten  at 
aigfaty  being  then  within  five  leagues  of  Payta,  Lieutenant 
Brett  put  off  witli  the  boats  under  his  command,  and  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  undiscovered.  He  had  no  sooner 
altered  the  bay,  than  some  of  the  people  in  a  ship  riding 
there  at  anchor  perceived  him,  and  getting  instantly  into 
their  boat,  rowed  towards  the  fort,  shouting  and  crying.  The 
EKgliMk  !  the  Efiglish  dogs  !  By  this  the  whole  town  was  sud- 
de^y  alarmed,  and  our  people  soon  observed  several  lights 
hurrjring  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  fort,  and  other  in- 
dications of  the  inhabitants  being  all  in  motion.  On  this^ 
Bir  Brett  encouraged  his  men  to  pull  briskly,  that  thq^ 
might  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  possible  to  prepare 
br  defence.  Yet,  before  our  boats  could  reach  the  shore, 
the  people  in  the  fort  had  got  some  of  their  cannons  ready^ 
md  pointed  them  towards  the  landing-place;  and  though,  in 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  chance  may  be  supposed  to  have 
bad  a  greater  share  in  tlieir  direction  than  skiU,  yet  the  first 
diot  passed  extremely  near  one  of  our  boats,  whistling  jost 
qiwfr  the  heads  of  the  crew.  This  made  our  people  r^buble 
their  effiurts,  so  that  they  had  reached  the  shores  and  were 
ni  part  landed,  by  the  time  the  second  shot  was  fired. 

As 
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Ai  loon  as  our  men  were  landedf  they  were  oondaded  hf 
one  of  the  pilots  to  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  streety  nol  abiNli 
fifty  yards  from  the  beacli,  where  they  were  covered  firomlli 
fire  of  the  fort ;  and  beinff  here  formed  as  well  as  the  sh«^ 
ncss  of  the  time  would  albw,  they  marched  immediately  fo 
the  parade^  a  large  square  at  the  other  end  of  this  streeli 
one  side  of  which  stood  the  fort,  while  the  govemoi^s 
formed  another  side  of  the  same  square.  In  this  mm^ 
though  performed  with  tolerable  regularityy  the  shoots  mi 
clamours  of  nearlv  threescore  sailors,  who  had  been  so  kkg 
oonfined  on  ship  board,  and  who  were  now  for  the  fiMtiv 
on  shore  in  an  enemy's  country,  joyous  as  seamen  ahnyi 
arc  when  they  land,  and  animated  on  the  present  oocoisi 
with  the  hopes  ol  immense  pillage,  joined  with  the  neissof 
their  drumi»,  and  favoured  by  the  night,  had  augmcMi 
their  n|^mbers,  in  the  opinion  of  the  astonished  enemy,  toil 
least  three  hundred;  by  which  estimation,  the  inhabilsili 
were  so  greatly  intimidated,  that  they  were  infinitely  bbK 
solicitous  ab<iut  the  means  of  flight  than  of  resistance.  HeM% 
though  upon  entering  the  paracie,  oAr  people  received  ansk 
ley  from  the  merchants  to  whom  the  treasure  then  in  fie 
town  belonged,  who  were  ranged  in  a  gallery  that  wat 
round  the  governoi's  house,  yet  that  post  was  immecUM^f 
abandoned  on  the  first  fire  made  by  our  people,  who  VM 
thereby  left  in  quiet  possession  of  the  parade, 

Mr  Brett  now  divided  his  men  into  two  parties,  ordsriv 
one  of  them  to  surround  the  jgovernor's  houses  and  if  poah 
ble  to  secure  the  governor,  while  he  went  himself  at  the  ksid 
of  the  other  party,  with  the  intention  of  forcing  possessisatf 
ithc  fort  But  the  enemy  abandoned  it  on  liis  approach, bm- 
kiog  their  escape  over  the  walls,  and  he  entered  it  widM 
opposition.  Thus  the  place  was  mastered  in  less  than  aqMr 
ter  of  an  hour  after  landing,  and  with  no  other  loss  oasv 
side  than  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  One  of  itat 
|ras  the  t>panisli  pilot  of  the  1  eresa,  who  received  a  dUl 
bruise  by  a  ball,  whicli  grazed  his  wrist.  The  honoiiA 
Mr  Keppell^  son  to  tlie  Earl  of  Albemarle,  had  on  this^ 
casion  a  narrow  escape.  He  wore  a  jockey-cap^  one  mtifl 
tlic  peak  of  which  was  sliaved  oft'  by  a  boU,  close  to  Us  t0- 
pie,  yet  did  him  no  other  injury. 
Having  thus  br  happily  succeeded,  Mr  Brett  piseiii 

Sard  at  the  fort,  and  another  in  the  governor's  hoBSf,  ^ 
ed  ccntinck  at  all  the  avenues  of  i&  towDf  beck  l»  p^ 

isrt 
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fWt  im)r  sarprisc  from  (he  enemy,  and  to  secure  the  efiects 
in  tibe  place  from  being  embezzled.     His  next  care  was  to 
seize  upon  the  custom-house,  in  which  the  treasure  was 
lodges  and  to  famine  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  remained  in 
the  town,  that  he  might  know  what  farther  precautions  were 
necessary.      He  .soon  found  that  the  numbers  remaining 
Were  no  ways  formidable ;  for  by  far  the  greatest  part  of 
Aenif  being  in  bed  when  the  place  was  surprised,  had  run 
away  with  so  much  precipitaticm,  that  they  had  not  taken 
tinie  to  put  on  their  dothes.    The  governor  was  not  the  last 
to  secure  himself  in  this  general  rout;  Sac  he  fled  betimes 
]iatf4iakkl9  leaving  his  wife  behind,  a  young  lady  of  about 
sercUtetiiy  to  whom  he  had  only  been  married  three  or  four 
days;  yet  she  also  was  carried  off  half-nak^,  by  a  couple  of 
centitimj  justas  our  detachment^  ordered  to  invest  the  house, 
arrived  for  that  purpose.    This  esciq;>e  of  the  governor  was 
tti  unpleasatat  circumstance,  as  the  commodore  bad  particu- 
larly recommended  to  Mr  Brett  to  secure  bim  if  possible^  as 
Stbat  means  he  might  have  treated  for  the  ransom  of  the 
loe;  but  his  alacrity  in  flight  rendered  this  impracticable* 
The  few  inhabitants  who  remained  were  confined  in  one  of 
the  churches  under  a  guard,  except  some  stout  negroes^  who 
irere  employed  the  remaining  part  of  the  night  in  carrying 
the  treasure,  from  the  custom-house  and  other  places,  to  the 
fort,  each  party  of  them  being  attended  by  a  file  of  rouske* 
teers.     This  tnmsportation  of  the  treasure  was  the  chief  em* 
ployment  of  Mr  Brett's  people  after  getting  possession  of  the 
place;  vet  the  sailors,  while  thus  busied,  could  not  be  pre* 
Tented  from  entering  the  houses  in  their  way,  in  search  of  prir 
vate  pillage;  when  the  first  things  that  occurred  to  themf 
were  the  dothes  left  by  the  Spaniards,  and  which  were  mostly 
embfoidered  or  laced,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  coun- 
try.     Omr  people  eagerly  seized  these  glittering  dresses,  and 
put  them  on  over  their  own  dirty  trowsers  and  jackets,  not 
Kvrg^ting  the  tye  or  bag-wigs,  and  Jaced  hats,  which  were 
dly  found  along  with  the  dothes.    When  this  had  once 
(all,  there  was  no  possibility  of  preventing  the  whole  de- 
hlkient  from  imitating  the  example ;  but  uiose  who  came 
{litest  into  the  fas|iion,  not  finding  men's  clpthes  suffident  to 
flSquip  them,  were  forced  to  take  up  with  wcjmen's  gowns  and 
|ietticoats^  which,  provided  these  were  fine   enough,  they 
inade  no  scruple  of  putting  on  and  blending  with  their  own 
ypaiwy  dress ;  So  that,  when  a  party  of  thefn  first  made  they 

appearance 
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ftppenrance  in  that  guiie  before  Mr  Bretti  he  was 
mirpmcd  at  thdr  grotesque  exhibiUon,  and  oould  h«rd^  ^ 
Jievc  they  were  hii  own  men.  iS 

While  these  tranioctions  were  going  on  at  Payta^  Vftlitiii 
to  till  one  In  the  noming,  from  the  time  wh^  onr  InnII 

|)uthed  off;  and  then,  supposing  tlie  detachment  to  be  Mt 
anding^  we  went  on  under  easy  sail  for  the  bay.  Thk 
we  began  to  open  about  seven  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  and  miatf 
afiter  bad  a  view  of  the  town.  Though  we  had  no  reason  1^ 
doubt  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  yet  wo  saw  with  tanjjk 
joy  an  infallible  sign  of  its  being  effected,  as,  by  meana  of  oii 
telescope^  we  coukl  see  the  English  flag  hoisted  on  the  fliff- 
staff  of  the  fort.  Wc  plietl  into  the  bay  with  as  much 
dition  as  the  wind^  which  then  blew  from  the  shores 
allow ;  and  at  eleven  a.  m.  the  Tryal's  pinnace  came  on 
us,  laden  with  dollars  and  church  plate,  when  the  officer  iA% 
c(>mmanded  her  gave  an  account  of  the  transactions  ef-Uli 
preceding  night.  About  two  p.  m.  wo  anchored  in  tap'SijA 
a  half  fathoms,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  tlie  townb  M 
were  consequently  near  enough  to  have  direct  intereoVM 
with  the  lihorc. 

Mr  Brett  had  hitherto  gone  on,  collecting  and  remofSff 
the  treasure,  without  interruption;  but  the  enemy  hadnoV 
rendezvoused  from  all  parts  of  the  countrv,  on  a  hill  at  At 
back  of  the  town,  where  they  made  no  inconsiderable, sp 
nearancc;  aM,  among  the  rest  of  tlieir  force^  there  were  tit 
hundred  horse,  seemingly  well  armed  and  mounted,  andiSSINj 
conceived,  properly  trained  and  regimentcdy  as  thej  Mi 
furnished  with  trumpets,  drums,   and  standards.     Thai 
troops  paraded  about  the  hill  with  much  ostentation*  souai* 
ing  their  military  music;  and,  as  our  small  force  on  shon 
WHS  by  this  time  known  to  them,  practising  every  art  to JBldh 
midate  us,  in  ho]>cs  wc  might  be  induced,  b^  our  fean  i 
thctn,  to  abandon  the  place  before  completing  its  pillMi 
We  were  not^  however,  so  ignorant  as  to  believe  that  W 
iMMJy  of  horse,  which  seemed  to  bo  what  they  chiefly  dcpM^ 
(*d  on,  would  dare  to  venture  themselves  among  the  stfUP 
and  iiouHCH,  even  hnd  they  been  tlirce  times  more  numenMH 
iind  we  went  on  calmly,  as  long  as  day-light  lasted*  in  isol^ 
ing  off  the  treasure,  and  carrying  on  board  rcfreshoMrtk 
Kiich  UK  hogs,  poultry,  and  the  like,  which  we  found  ingMl 
ubundance.     At  night,  to  prevent  surprise,  the  oonunoMi 
sent  a  reinforcement  on  shore,  who  were  posted  in  all  tht 
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Rvemm  boffiog  to  tlie  parade;  and,  for  &rther  security,  all 
the  atreeli  were  traTersed  with  barricades  six  feet  high.  But 
Im  enemy  continued  quiet  all  night,  and  at  day^break  we 
neaumed  our  labour,  in  loading  and  sending  off  the  boats. 

We  were  now  thoroughly  convinced  of  what  consequence 
it  would  have  been,  had  fortune  seconded  the  prudent  views 
»f  the  commodore^  by  enabling  us  to  have  secured  thego- 
remor.  For  we  found  many  warehouses  fiill  of  valuable  eC- 
lecCs,  which  were  quite  useless  to  us  in  our  present  circum-. 
itanoes,  as  w^  could  not  find  room  for  them  on  board.  But, 
luid  the  governor  been  in  our  power,  he  would  have  treated^ 
in  all  probability,  for  the  ransom  of  this  merchandize,  which 
srould  have  been  extremely  advantageous,  both  fpr  him  and 
Bt.  Whereas,  he  being  at  liberty,  and  having  collected  all 
dhe  force  of  the  country  for  many  leagues  around,  and  having 
BVfn  got  a  body  of  miiida  from  Piura,  he  was  so  elated  by 
Ui  numbers,  and  so  fond  of  his  new  military  command,  that 
lie  did  not  seem  to  care  about  the  fate  of  his  government, 
tmomach  that,  although  our  commodore  sent  several  mes- 
lages  to  him,  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  made  pri* 
lonersy  offering  to  enter  into  treaty  for  the  ransom  of  the 
town  and  goods,  even  giving  an  intimation  that  we  should 
be  far  firom  insisting  on  a  rigorous  equivalent,  and  might 
perhaps  be  satisfied  with  some  live  cattle  and  other  necessa-. 
nes  for  the  use  of  the  squadron,  yet  the  governor  despised 
ill  these  rriterated  overtures,  and  did  not  deign  to  give  the 
ligfatcat  answer,  though  repeatedly  threatened,  if  he  would 
lot  oondescend  to  treaty  that  we  would  s<;t  the  town  and  all 
he  warehouses  on  fire. 

Op  the  second  dav  of  our  possessing  the  place,  several  ne* 
;ro  slaves  deserted  m>m  the  enemy  on  the  hiU,  and  volunta- 
ily  entered  into  our  service,  one  of  xheoi  being  well  known 
>  a  gentleman  on  board,  who  remembered  to  have  seen  him 
ntnerly  at  Panama.  We  now  learnt  that  the  Spaniards, 
rjtfaoutthe  town,  were  in  extreme  distress  for  water;  for 
lany  of  their  slaves  crept  into  town  by  stealth,  and  carried 
way  several  jars  of  water  to  their  masters  on  the  hill ;  and, 
hongfa  some  of  these  were  seized  in  the  attempt,  yet  their 
hint  was  so  pressing,  that  they  continued  the  practice  as 
DiDff  as  we  remained  in  possession  of  the  place.  In  the  qoqrse 
if  this  second  day,  we  were  assured^  both  by  deserters  and 
niaoners,  that  the  Spaniards  were  now  increased  to  a  formi- 
lable  nnmbcr^  and  had  resolved  to  storm  the  town  a^d  fort 
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next  night,  ntider  the  ODmniand  of  one  Cbcdon^  m  SooCi  |Nh 
pist,  and  captain  of  a  ship  in  these  seas.    We/OontioMt 
however,  to  prosecute  our  work,  without  fanny,  loading  aad: 
sendin^  off  the  boats  as  long  as  we  had  light}  and  at  i^gi^: 
ai  reinforcement  was  again  sent  on  shore  by  the  coBunodfltc^ 
and  Mr  Bfett  doubled  his  guards  at  all  the  barricadfl%  sK 
his  posts  being  connected,  by  means  of  centineb  phoed  iddh 
in  call  of  each  other,  and  the  whole  visited  by  frequent  XDDBd% 
attended  by  a  drum.   These  marks  of  our  vigilAnea  and  xm- 
diness  to  receive  the  enemy,  which  thqr  oooU  not  be  ip^. 
rant  of,  cooled  their  resolution,  and  made  them  fHjgtt  As 
vaunts  of  the  preceding  day ;  so  that  we  passed  thk  seoond 
night  with  as  little  molestation  as  we  had  dme  llie  fiist. 

We  had  finished  sending  the  treasure  on  board  the.  even- 
ing before,  so  that  the  third  mornings  being  the  15th  oflfo' 
vember,  the  boats  were  employed  in  carrying  off  the  most.ia^ 
Kiable  part  of  the  effects  from  the  town.  As  the  eommoian 
proposed  to  sail  in  the  afternoon,  he  this,  day  abooft  tm 
o'clock,  pursuant  to  his  promise,  sent  all  his  prisanetsai 
sfaore^  to  the  number  of  eighty-eight,  giving  orders  to  I^iaale* 
nant  Brett  to  have  them  secured  in  one  of  the  chnrdbes  uh 
dcr  a  strict  guard,  till  he  and  bis  men  were  ready  to  embariu 
Mr  Brett  was  also  ordered  to  set  the  whole  town  on  fire^  eif* 
cept  the  two  churches,  which  fortunately  stood  at  some  difr 
tnnce  from  the  houses,  after  which  he  was  to  abanckm  (he 
place  and  return  on  board.  Mr  Brett  punctually  oomplied 
with  these  orders^  and  immediately  distributed  pitch,  tar,  and 
other  conibusliblos,  of  which  there  was  great  abundance  to 
be  had,  into  various  houses  in  the  several  streets  of  the  towilf 
so  that  as  the  place  was  to  be  fired  in  many  different  qfrni* 
ters  at  the  same  time,  the  destruction  might  be  the  mora  vkh 
lent  and  sudden^  and  the  enemy  might  not  be  able  to  ddia? 
guish  it  after  his  departure.  All  tJnese  pr^Murationa  baing 
made,  Mr  Brett  made  the  cannon  in  the  fort  be  spiked;  and 
setting  fire  to  the  houses  most  to  windward^  he  oolleeted  bil 
men  and  marched  them  to  the  beach,  where  the  boats  .1 
to  take  them  off. 

As  that  part  of  the  beach  where  he 
was  an  open  place  without  the  town,  near  the 
retrei^  was  perceived  by  the  Spaniards  Oii«1 
they  resolved  to  endeavour  to 
order  to  have  a  pret^  for  fr 
pose,  a-smatt  s^iadraa  c 
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piofaabijr  tar  this  tefricfly  BMrched  down  Um 
fell  Biiicfa  leeining  molucioa*  m  if  thcjr  had  propo«d 
wchamd  our  men  now  oo  the  open  Iwach  without  any 
m/fB  of  unuitiao.  Bat  no  aoooer  did  Mr  Brrti  hak 
mt  aad  face  about,  than  thrjr  «topprd  their  career,  and 
Bt  wntare  to  advance  anj  farther.  On  arriring  at  the 
)  nad  being  onite  read j  to  cfnbark«  our  people  were  de* 
I  aoMe  time  by  miidng  one  of  their  number;  and,  afier 
naandeiBbie  deby,  being  unable  to  learn  wlicre  lie  was 
r  by  what  acddrat  he  was  detained,  they  resolved  to 
IvriUMMit  him.    Just  wlien  the  last  man  was  embarked* 

going  to  shoTc  off,  they  heard  him  calling 
in  ;  at  which  time  the  town  was  so  thoroughly  on 

the  smoke  so  ooeercd  the  beach,  tliat  their  could 

pdbcem  him,  though  he  was  quite  well  beard.  Mr 
,  however,  instantly  ordensd  one  of  the  boats  to  his  re> 
hidi  innd  hbn  up  to  the  chin  in  the  water,  fer  he  had 
I  na  fcr  as  lie  durst,  being  extremely  terrified  at  the  idea 
■y  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  enraged  as  they  doubts 
Bsn  at  the  pillage  and  destruction  of  their  town.  On 
ring  into  the  cause  of  his  staying  behind  the  rest,  he 
wledged  having  taken  too  hu-ge  a  dose  of  brandy,  which 
bovn  him  into  so  proibund  a  sleep  thot  he  did  not 
til  the  fire  bmin  to  scorch  him.  At  first  opening  his 
Im  was  amaieiY  to  see  all  the  houies  in  a  blaae  on  one 
md  several  Spaniards  and  Indians  not  fiir  from  him  on 
Iwr.  The  peat  and  sudden  terror  instantly  resUMred 
I  aobricty,  mid  gave  him  sufficient  presence  of  mind  to 
faongh  the  thickest  of  the  smoke,  as  the  most  likely 
I  nf  escaping  from  the  enemy;  and,  making  the  best  oiT 
f  to  the  beach,  he  ran  into  the  water  as  fitf  as  he  dnnCy 
•aa^  not  swim,  before  he  vcntnred  to  look  back, 
ma  cettainly  much  to  the  honour  of  our  people^  that 
h  thete  were  great  quantities  of  wine  and  spirits  finusd 
i.t0«a,  yet  this  was  the  only  one  who  was  known  to 
m  frr  neglected  his  duty  as  to  get  dnmk :  indeed,  their 
,  while  on  shore,  was  greatly  more  regular 
imD  have  beat  expeeted,  mim  sailors  who  had 
on  board  ship;  and,  tlmugh  much  of 
dottbtlea  be  imptited  to  the  dilmnce 
the  eacellent  discipline  they  had  been 
■ler  the  commodore,  it  was  certainly 
n^fibemcD,  that  th^  should  so 

generally 
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seneraDy  havie  refrained  from  indulji^iig  in  these  imaaadoAig 
liquors,  which  they  found  in  abundance  in  every  wmiAome, 

There  was  another  sinfjrular  incident  occurred  here  wfanh 
merits  being  recorded.  An  En^j^lishman,  who  had  fimiielljf 
wrought  as  a  ship-carpenter  in  Portsmouth  yardy  had  left  m 
country  and  entered  into  the  Spanish  service^  and  was  at  tbb 
time  employed  by  them  at  the  port  of  Guayaquil ;  and,  ai  it 
was  well  known  to  his  friends  in  EIngland  tnat  he  was  in  tint 
part  of  the  world,  they  had  put  letters  for  him  cm  board  the 
Centurion,  .lliis  man  happened  at  the  present  tone  tQ  be 
among  the  Spaniards  who  bad  retired  to  the  hill  of  Fk^; 
and  ambitious,  as  it  would  seem,  of  acquiring  rqputaftiai 
among  his  new  masters,  he  came  down  unarmed  to  one  of 
our  centinels,  who  was  posted  at  some  distance  from  the  fiiit 
towards  the  enemy,  pretending  that  he  was  desirona  of  lor- 
rendering  himself,  and  returning  to  the  service  of  his  cooft- 
try.  Our  centinel  had  a  cocked  pistol  in  his  hattd*  bol^  Sfr* 
ceived  by  the  fair  speeches  of  the  carpenter,  he  allowed  iim 
very  imprudently  to  come  much  too  near  him^  so  thal^  waidh 
ing  his  opportunity,  the  carpenter  wrenched  the  pistol  fivni 
his  hand,  and  ran  away  with  it  up  the  hill.  By  this  time  two 
others  of  our  men,  who  had  seen  the  carpenter  advance^ 
and  suspected  his  intentions,  were  making  towards  him,  and 
now  pursued  him,  but  he  got  up  the  hill  before  they  coaU 
reach  him,  and  then  turned  round  and  fired  the  pistoL  Hii 
pursuers  immediately  returned  the  fire^  though  at  a  great 
distance,  and  the  crest  of  the  hill  covered  him  as  soon  as  they 
had  fired,  so  that  they  took  it  for  granted  they  had  missed 
him  :  yet  we  afterwards  learnt  that  ne  was  shot  through  the 
body,  and  had  fallen  dead  the  very  next  step  he  took  after 
firing  his  pistol  and  getting  out  of  sight.  The  centinel,  txxH 
whom  he  had  so  grossly  imposed  upon,  did  not  escape  voh 
punished ;  as  he  was  ordered  to  be  severely  whipt,  far  alknr- 
ing  himself  to  be  so  shamefully  surprised  on  his  pos^-and 
giving  an  example  of  carelessness,  which,  if  followed  in  other 
instances,  might  have  proved  fatal  to  us  all. 

By  the  time  our  people  had  taken  their  comrade  oot  of  Ihe 
water,  and  were  making  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  aqmdiHl 
the  flames  had  got  possession  of  every  part  of  the  town  ml^ 
so  powerful  a  hold,  by  means  of  the  combustibles  laid  teA 
purpose^  and  by  the  siightness  of  the  materiab 


and  their  aptitude  to  take  fire,  that  it  was  now  qnfteirlHr' 
no  efforts  of  the  enemy^  ¥f ho  now  flocked  down  irngSj^ 
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coaM  poMiblj  slop  iu  ravagcii  or  prevent  tlie  entire 
dcrtruction  of  the  place  and  all  ihe  merchandize  it  oontamcd. 
ddachment  under  Lic*utenant  Brett  flafely  joined  the 
faotti  and  the  aMnmodore  prepared  to  leave  the  bay  that 

evening.   Un  our  firrt  arrival  there  were  six  vctteb  be- 

hi^inn  to  tbe  enemy  at  anchor,  one  of  which  was  the  ship 
to  have  tailed  with  the  treasure  to  tlie  coaU  of  Mex« 
andf  at  the  wat  tuppoacd  to  be  a  good  tailcr^  the  euro- 
reiolvcd  to  take  lier  akmg  with  ut.  The  otliert  were 
anowi,  a  bark«  and  two  row  gallict  of  thirty-tix  oan  eacli. 
lattf  at  we  afterwanit  Icarnty  with  many  othcrt  of  tlie 
kind  built  at  diH'ercnt  port%  were  intended  to  prevent 
«t  from  landing  in  the  nci;^hbourhood  of  (^allao ;  at  the  ijpa- 
on  the  first  inteliifi^nce  of  our  touodroii  being  dct- 
for  the  South  teat,  and  learning  its  lurce^  expected  that 
WRt  wmtid  attempt  the  city  of  Lima.  Having  no  occation  ibr 
five  vettelt,  the  commodore  ordered  all  their  muatt  to 
by  the  buard  at  our  fimt  arrival ;  and  on  leaving  tlie 
they  were  all  towed  out  into  deep  water,  tcutUedJ  nnd 
Tbe  command  of  the  remaining  thip,  called  the  Soil- 
dnd^  was  given  to  Mr  Hughet,  lieutenant  of  the  Tryalf  with 
ft.cvew  often  men.  Towardt  midnight  the  tquadron  weigh- 
«d  anchor  and  tailed  out  of  the  bay,  now  cotuitting  of  ais 
the  Centuriont  Tryal't  prize,  Cormclo^  Teresa,  Car- 
andSoUdad. 

,  Before  proceeding  to  narrate  our  tubtequent  trantactiont, 
it  Buy  be  proper  to  give  a  tuccinct  account  of  the  booty  we 
W^red  at  Payta,  and  the  lottet  there  sutuincd  by  the  Spa- 
It  has  been  already  observed,  that  there  were  greet 
of  valuable  e&ecu  at  thit  place^  but  most  of  Uiem 
of  a  nature  that  we  could  neitner  dispose  of  nor  carry 
/9  and  their  value,  therefore,  can  onlv  be  guetted  at.  In 
thdr  rtprcaentations  to  the  court  ^  Madrid,  at  we  were  af- 
lanvard  assured,  the  Spaniards  estimated  their  kiss  at  a  mil- 
KoB  and  n  half  of  doUart ;  and  as  no  small  portion  of  the 
Mode  we  there  burnt  were  of  the  richest  and  most  expensive 
nid%  aa  broad  cloths,  silks,  cambrics,  velvets,  and  tnc  like, 
that  valuation  might  be  sufficiendy  mioderate.  The 
we  made^  thou^  inconsiderable  in  comparison 
we  destrovedy  was  yet  tar  from  despicable*  Mi  in 
I  pinlcii  dollars,  and  other  coin,  then:  was  to  the  value 
MittMi  iOfiOOL  sterling,  besida  afv<:ral  rings,  brace- 
k^ftv  jcwela,  the  value  of  which  couU  not  then  be 
I.  ascertained ; 
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asoeitained;  and  besides  the  Teiy  great  fihnidervlUk 
came  the  property  of  the  hnmediate  captora. 

It  has  been  already  obsenredi  that  all  the  priioiMn  M 
taken  in  our  preceding  prizes  were  here  discharged*  'J|| 
these  were  some  persons  of  considerable  distinctkNii  ii 
them  a  youth  of  seventeen,  son  to  the  vice-preaideaC  «A| 
As  the  barbarity  of  the  buccaneers,  and  the  artfU  SMt 
Spanish  ecclesiastics  had  made  of  that  circoniatenoab  Ul 
ra  the  nativea  of  these  countries  with  the  moat  honftH 
tions  of  the  English  cruelty,  we  always  found  our  prissi 
on  first  coming  aboard,  extremely  dgectedt  and  iiMfer| 
horror  and  anxiety.  This  youth  parlicnlarly,  haraM|l 
been  before  from  home,  lamented  bis  captitky  in  tEn 
moving  terms,  regretting  the  loss  of  his  parents,  bia  basl 
his  sisters,  and  his  native  country ;  all  of  which  he  M 
he  should  never  see  more,  conceiving  that  he  wma  dmmdti 
the  remainder  of  his  life  to  an  atgect  and  cruel  sen 
deed,  all  the  Spaniards  who  came  into  our  power, 
entertain  similarly  desponding  notions  of  th 
The  commodore  constantly  exerted  his  utmost 
eiiace  these  terrifying  impressions,  always  having 
the  principal  people  among  them  as  there  waa  rooas  h 
dine  at  his  table ;  and  giving  strict  chai^ges  that  thej  ikl 
at  all  times,  and  in  every  circumstance^  be  treated  Mb 
utmost  decency  and  humanity.  In  spite  of  thb  preeaM 
they  hardly  ever  parted  with  their  fisars  for  the  first  ftwd 
suspecting  the  gentleness  of  their  usage  to  be  only  pr^i 
tory  to  some  alter  calamity ;  but  at  lenffth,  convinead  sf 
sincerity,  they  grew  perfectly  easy  and  cheerful,  ao  that  k^ 
often  doubtful  whether  they  considered  their  captivi^l 
misfortune.  The  before-mentioned  youth,  who  waa  naarl 
months  on  board  the  Centurion,  had  at  last  ao  oomplels^i 
qucrcd  his  original  melancholy  surmises^  and  had     *      ^ 


an  affection  for  the  commodore^  and  accmod  so  much  {hi 
with  the  manner  of  life  on  board,  so  different  from  al  Bsl 
ever  seen  before,  that  I  much  question^  if  it  had 


choice,  if  he  would  not  have  preferred  a  voyage  to  Bd| 
in  the  Centurion  to  going  on  shore  at  Payta,  3ioa|^htil 
here  liberty  of  returning  to  his  friends  and  country. 

This  generous  conduct  of  our  commodore  to  hia  piilM 
which  he  continued  without  interrupticm  or  deviaodliL  H 
them  all  the  highest  idea  of  his  humanity  and  kaiMeWi 
and,  as  manluM  are  ever  fond  of  forming  gpaeral  opUl 

ndai 
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induced  them  to  entertain  very  favourable  thoughts  of  the 
whole  English  nation.  But,  whatever  opinion  they  might  be 
^aposed  tjo  form  of  his  character  before  the  capture  of  the 
.Teresa,  their  veneration  for  him  was  prodigiously  increased 
by  his  conduct  towards  the  women  who  were  taken  in  that 
'  '.yeaadf  as  formerly  mentioned.  For  the  circumstance  of  lea^ 
.ving  diem  in. possession  of  iheir  own  apartments,  the  strict 
jDroers  he  issued  to  prevent  any  of  our  people  from  approach- 
ing them^  afkd  his  permitting  the  pilot  to  remiun  with  them 
jtf  their  guardian,  were  measures  that  seemed  so  different 
.from  what  they  emected  in  an  enemy  and  a  heretic^  that,  al- 
.tliongh  the  Spanish  prisoners  had  themsdves  experienced,  his 
beneficence,  they  were  astonished  at  this  particular  instance; 
.and  the  more  so,  that  all  this  was  done  without  his  ever  hi^ 
.  .viiu;  seen  the  women,  though  the  two  daughters  were  both 
xeckoned  handsome^  and  the  youngest  was  celebrated  for  her 
uncommon  beauty.  The  women  were  themselves  so  sensible 
of  the  obligations  they  owed  him  for  the  attention  and  deli- 
cacy with  which  he  had  protected  them,  that  they  refused  to 
go  on  shore  at  Payta  till  permitted  to  wait  upon  him^  that 
.  Uicy  might  in  person  return  him  thanks.  Indeed  all  the 
prisoners  left  us  with  the  strongest  assurances  of  their  ^rate- 
nil  remembrance  of  his  uncommon  kindness.  A  Jesuit,  in 
.  particular,  of  some  distinction,  expressed  himself  with  ^reat 
thankfiilness  for  the  civilities  he  and  his.  countrymen  had  ex- 
.perienced  while  on  board,  declaring  that  he  should  consider 
.It.  his  duty  to  do  Mr  Anson  justice  at  all  times ;  adding,  that 
.his  usage  of  the  men  prisoners  was  such  as  could  never  be 
^forgotten,  and  merited  the  highest  acknowledgments;  but 
his  behaviour  to  the  women  was  so  extraordinary  and  ho- 
nourable, that  he  doubted  all  the  regard  due  to  his  own  ec- 
clesiastical character  would  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  make  it 
.believed.  Indeed,  we  were  afterwards  informed  that  he  and 
tlie  rest  of  the  prisoners  had  not  been  silent  on  this  topic, 
.but  had  given  the  highest  commendations  of  ourcommodore, 
.both  at  Lima  and  other  places ;  and  the  Jesuit,  as  we  were 
^toUj  had  interpreted  in  his  favour,  in  a  lax  and  hypothetical 
^aense^  that  article  of  his  church  which  asserts  the  impossibi- 
lity of  heretics  being  saved. 

Let  it  not  b^  imagined,  that  the  impression  received  by  the 

(Spaniards  to  our  advantage  on  the  present  occasion  was  a 

matter  ^f  slight  import  $  for,  not  to  mention  several  of  our 

.countrymen  who  had  already  felt  the  good  efiects  of  these 

VOL.  XI.  2  b  prepossessions. 
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prepoMesaions,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  good  opnucm^f  • 
this  nation  is  certainly  of  more  consequence  to  na  than  An , 
of  all  the  world  besides.  Not  only  as  tne  commerce  we  hnpr. 
formerly  carried  on  with  them,  and  perhqit  may  again  I 
after,  is  so  extremely  valuable,  but  also  as  its  tranaacthMi 
immediately  depends  upon  the  honour  and  goodfimtf 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  its  management.  Even  if  is 
national  conveniences  were  likely  to  flow  from  this  hoiia» 
able  conduct  of  our  commodore^  his  own  eauity  and  gssl 
diqpositions  would  not  the  less  have  preventea  him  from  ths 
exercise  of  tyranny  and  oppression  on  those  whom  the  dHM 
of  war  had  put  into  his  hands.  I  shall  only  add^  that,  bjMi 
constant  practice  of  this  humane  and  prudent  oondnd^  bs 
acquired  a  distinguished  character  among  the  Spanish  Ot^ 
oles  over  all  their  settlements  in  America,  so  that  his  nmt 
was  universally  mentioned  with  honour  and  applause  by 
of  the  Spanish  inhabitants  of  that  vast  empire. 


Section  XVII. 

Occurrences  Jrom  our  Departure  from  Payta  to  our 

Quibo, 

Setting  sail  from  the  road  of  Payta  about  niidniglilrf 
the  16tli  November,  wc  stood  to  the  westward,  and  not 
morning  the  commodore  caused  the  squadron  to  aprea^i  • 
purpose  to  look  out  for  the  Gloucester,  as  we  drew  nctf  lb 
station  where  Captain  Mitchell  had  been  directed  to  crw 
and  wc  hourly  expected  to  get  sight  of  him,  yet  the  wksb 
day  passed  without  seeing  him. 

At  this  time  a  jealousy  between  those  who  had  gone  adi 

to  the  attack  of  Payta,  and  those  who  had  continued 

board,  grew  to  such  a  height,  that  the  commodore  bees 

acquainted  with  it,  and  thought  it  necessary  to  inteiposetB 

authority  for  its  abatement.    This  was  occasioned  by  lb 

plunder  taken  at  Payta,  which  those  who  acted  on  shore  hsi 

appropriated  to  themselves,  considering  it  as  due  to  the  tab 

they  had  run,  and  the  resolution  they  had  shewn  on  thatsi^ 

vice.    But  those  who  had  remained  on  board,  deemed  thiis 

very  partial  and  unjust  procedure;  urging  that  they  sb 

would  have  preferred  acting  on  shore  if  it  nad  been  left  !• 

their  choice  $  that  their  duty  on  board  was  extremdy  U^ 

psBf 
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niiig  while  their  comrades  were  on  shinre ;  for,  besides  the 
hboar  of  the  day,  they  were  forced  to  remain  all  night  un« 
der  arms  to  secure  thie  prisoners,  who  were  more  numerous 
than  themselves,  and  of  whom  it  was  then  necessary  to  be  ex- 
tmndy  watchful,  to  prevent  any  attempts  they  might  have 
phnned  at  that  criticaJ  conjuncture.  They  insisted,  also^  that 
It  was  undeniably  as  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prize  to  have  an  adequate  force  on  board  as  on  shore  in  its 
dieoDtion,  and,  therefore,  that  those  who  remained  on  board 
oonld  not  be  deprived  of  their  share  in  the  plunder,  without 
manifest  injustice.  These  contests  were  carried  on  with  great 
heat  on  both  sides ;  and  though  the  plunder  in  question  was 
a  mere  trifle^  in  comparison  with  the  treasure  taken,  in  which 
there  was  no  doubt  that  those  on  board  had  an  equal  right, 
jety  as  the  obstinacy  of  sailors  is  not  always  regulated  by  the 
importance  of  the  matter  in  dispute^  the  commodore  thought 
it  necessary  to  put  a  speedy  stop  to  this  commotion. 

Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  he  ordered  all 
hands  to  assemble  on  the  quarter-deck,  when,  addressing  his 
discourse  to  those  who  had  been  detached  on  shore,  he  highly 
oommended  their  gallant  conduct,  and  thanked  them  for 
their  services  on  that  occasion.  He  then  represented  to  them 
die  reasons  tliat  had  been  urged  by  those  who  continued  on 
board,  for  an  equal  distribution  of  the  plunder,  tellii^  them 
that  he  thought  these  reasons  were  conclusive,  and  t£at  the 
eq>ectations  of  their  comrades  were  justly  founded ;  and  he 
inttsted,  therefore^  that  not  only  the  men^  but  all  the  officers 
■bo,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  capture  of  Payta,  should 
immediately  produce  the  whole  of  their  plunder  upon  the 
quarter-deck,  and  that  it  should  be  impartially  divided  among 
tne  whole  crew^  proportionally  to  the  rank  and  commission 
of  each.  To  prevent  those  who  had  been  in  possession  of 
this  plunder  from  murmuring  at  this  decision,  and  the  con* 
sequoit  diminution  of  their  shares,  he  added,  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  those  who  might  be  afterwards  employed  on  like 
■eniceSf  that  he  gave  up  nis  entire  share,  to  be  distributed 
exehisivehr  among  those  who  had  been  detached  to  attack  the 

C^  K^e.  Tnus  this  troublesome  a£&ir,  which  might  perhaps 
ve  liad  mischievous  consequences  if  permitted  to  go  on, 
was  soon  appeased  by  the  prudence  of  the  commodore^  to  the 
Asneral  satisfaction  of  all.  Some  few,  indeed,  whose  selfish 
difpositions  were  uninfluenced  by  die  justice  of  this  proce- 
dure^ and  who  were  incapable  of  discerning  the  equitv  of  the 

decision^ 
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decision,  were  dissaEtisfied,  as  it  tended  to  deprive  them  rf 
what  they  had  once  possessed. 

,Thi8  important  afikir  employed  the  best  part  of  the  dqf 
after  leaving  Payta;  and  at  night,  having  seen  nothilytf 
the  Gloucester,  ue  commodore  made  the  squadron  brinf  1^ 
that  we  might  not  pass  her  in  the  dark.     Next  momkigVB 
again  spread  on  the  look-out,  and  saw  a  sail  at  10  a.  wLh 
v^ich  we  gave  chase,  and  which  we  came  near  enooghhr 
two  p.  m.  to  observe  to  be  the  Gloucester,  having  a  hmI 
vessel  in  tow.     We  joined  her  in  about  an  hour  after* 
we  learnt  that  Captain  Mitchell  had  only  taken  two 
prizes  during  the  whole  of  his  cruise.  One  was  a  small 
the  cargo  of  which  consisted  chiefly  of  wine,  brandy,  od 
olives  in  jars,  with  about  7000/.  in  specie.     Tlie  other  «H  a 
large  boat  or  launch^  taken  near  shore  by  the  Gkwoerta's 
barge.     The  prisoners  on  board  this  boat  alleged  that  dHj 
were  very  poor,  and  that  their  loading  consisted  only  of  cot- 
ton ;  though  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  m- 
prized,  seemed  to  insinuate  that  they  were  more  opulent  tiM 
they  pretended ;  for  they  were  found  at  dinner  on  a  pigsoi- 
pye,  served  up  in  silver  dishes.     The  officer  who  conimaa^ 
ed  the  barge,  having  opened  several  of  the  jars  in  the  prae^ 
to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  found  nothing  as  he  thought  but  ooC- 
ton^  which  inclined  him  to  believe  the  account  given  by  the 
prisoners ;  but  when  these  jars  were  examined  more  strkdjr 
in  the  Gloucester,  they  were  agreeably  surprised  to  6nd  m 
whole  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of  deception ;  as  in  emj 
jar  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  double  doubloov 
and  dinars,  artfully  concealed  among  the  cotton,  to  the 
amount  in  all  of  near  12,000/.     This  treasure  was  going  to 
Payta,  and  belonged  to  the  same  merchants  who  were  pn^ 
prietors  of  most  of  the  money  we  had  taken  there ;  so  thit^  if 
this  boat  had  escaped  the  Gloucester,  her  cargo  would  pnn 
bably  have  fallen  into  our  hands.     Besides  these  two  prmHi 
the  Gloucester  had  been  in  sight  of  two  or  three  other  shipi^ 
which  had  escaped  them ;  and  one  of  them,  from  some  tf 
our  intelligence,  wc  had  reason  tq  believe  was  of  iiiiiniT 
value. 

It  was  now  resolved  to  stand  to  the  northwards,  and  to 
make  the  best  of  our  way  either  for  Cape  St  Lucas,  in  CsK- 
fornia,  or  Cape  Corientes  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  Whei 
at  Juan  Fernandez,  the  commodore  had  resolved  to  taoA 
somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Panama^  to  endeavour 

to 
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to  get  foroe  conreqMMidence  overland  with  the  fleet  under 
Admiral  Vernon.  For,  on  our  departure  from  England^  we 
left  a  fleet  at  Portsmoath  intended  for  the  West  bdies,  to 
be  employed  there  in  an  expedition  againat  tome  of  the  Spa- 
idih  aettlements.  Taking  for  granted,  therefore^  that  this 
enterprise  had  saooeeded,  and  that  Portobdb  might  then  be 
garrisoned  by  British  troops,  the  oommodore  oono^ved  he 
might  easily  procure  an  intercourse  with  our  countrymoi, 
CO  the  other  aide  of  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  either  by  means 
cf  the  Indians,  who  are  greaUy  disposed  to  fiiYoar  us,  or  even 
by  the  Spaniards  themsdves ;  some  of  whom  might  be  in- 
dnoed,  by  proper  rewards,  to  carry  on  this  correnpondence  \ 
which,  when  once  begun,  might  be  continued  with  little  di& 
fieolty.  By  this  means^  Mr  Anson  flattered  himself  that  he 
nuffht  procure  a  rdnforcement  of  men  from  the  other  ude^ 
and  that,  by  settling  a  pradent  plan  of  co-operation  with  our 
commanders  in  the  West  Indies,  he  might  even  have  taken 
Panama.  This  wouU  have  given  the  British  nation  the 
command  of  the  isthmus,  by  which  we  should  in  e£fect  have 
become  masters  of  all  the  wealth  of  Peru,  and  should  have 
hdd  an  equivalent  in  our  hands  for  any  demand,  however 
estraoidittary,  that  might  have  been  thought  advisable  to 
make  on  either  branch  of  the  Bourbon  fiuni^. 

Sodi  were  the  magnificent  projects  which  the  commodore 
lendved  in  his  mind,  when  at  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez, 
notwithstanding  the  feeble  condition  to  which  his  force  was 
dien  reduced  %  and,  had  the  success  of  the  expedition  to  the 
West  Indies  been  answerable  to  the  general  expectation, 
diese  views  had  certainly  been  the  most  prudent  Uiat  could 
haive  beoi  devised.  But^  on  ^^^mmg  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  Carmdo,  our  first  prize,  it  was  then  learnt,  though 
I  deferred  mentioning  it  till  now,  that  the  attempt  on  Cartha- 
gena  had  failed,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  of  our 
fleet  in  the  West  Indies  engaging  in  any  new  enterprise  that 
oonid  at  all  facilitate  this  plan.  Mr  Anson,  ther^re»  had 
idinqnished  all  hope  of  being  reinforced  across  the  isthmus, 
and  consequently  had  no  inducement  to  proceed  at  present 
for  Panama,  bemg  incapable  of  assaulting  that  place ;  and 
there  was  reason  to  bdieve  there  was  now  a  genend  embargo 
over  all  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea*  The  only  feasible  mca- 
snre  that  now  remained,  was  to  steer  as  soon  as  possible  for 
the  southern  parts  of  California,  or  the  adjacent  coast  of 
Mexico^  and  there  to  cruise  for  the  Manilla  galleon,  which 
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was  now  known  to  be  at  sea  on  her  vojage  to  Acapnko;  ind 
we  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  get  upcHi  that  station  k 
sufficient  time  to  intercept  her,  as  she  does  not  usualh^  ame 
at  Aciqsulco  till  towards  the  middle  of  January,  andl,  beby 
now  only  about  the  middle  of  November,  we  did  not  luppsw 
our  passage  thither  would  cost  us  above  a  month  or  ^ 
weeks,  so  that,  in  our  opinion,  we  had  near^  twice  ai 
time  as  was  necessary. 

There  was  one  business,  however,  which  we  knew  mwto^ 
casion  some  delay,  but  which  we  hoped  might  be  accompiA 
ed  in  four  or  five  days.  This  was  to  recruit  oor  water;  fa 
the  number  of  prisoners  we  had  to  maintain,  ever  sineevs 
left  Juan  Fernandez,  had  so  &r  exhausted  dot  stock,  daitil 
was  impossible  to  think  of  venturing  upon  a  passage  (odis 
coast  of  Mexico,  till  we  had  procured  a  fresh  suppfy ; 
dally  as  we  had  not  found  enough  at  Payta  for  oar 
tion  while  there.  It  was  for  some  time  a  matter  of  ddii^ 
ration  with  the  commodore,  where  we  might  take  in  tUi 
necessary  article;  but,  by  consulting  the  accounts  of  fimM 
navigators,  and  examining  our  prisoners,  he  at  last  resoM 
for  the  island  of  Quibo,  beyond  the  bay  of  Panama.  TVr 
was  indeed  a  small  island  called  Cocosj  less  out  of  our  vij 
than  Quibo,  where  some  of  the  Buccaneers  pretended  to  hsM 
found  water :  But  none  of  our  prisoners  knew  any  thing  of 
that  island,  and  it  was  thought  too  hazardous  to  risk  ik 
safety  of  the  squadron^  by  exposing  ourselves  to  the  chsnoe 
of  not  finding  water  at  that  place,  on  the  mere  anthoritf  of 
these  legendary  writers,  of  whose  misrepresentations  andfil- 
sities  we  had  almost  daily  experience.  Besides,  we  wereaoK 
without  hopes  that  in  going  to  Quibo  some  of  the  eneiw 
ships  bound  to  or  from  Panama  might  fall  into  our  hsads 
particularly  such  of  them  as  were  put  to  sea,  before  they  U 
intelligence  of  our  squadron ;  we  therefore  directed  our  (Dome 
to  the  northward,  bein^  ei^ht  sail,  and  so  having  the  apIM^ 
ance  of  a  very  formidable  neet ;  and  on  the  1 9th  at  day-Diciki 
we  discovered  Cape  Blanco,  bearing  S.S.E.  i  E.  seven  fliki 
distant  This  cope  lies  in  the  latituae  of  4°  15'  south,  oidii 
alwavs  made  by  ships  bound  either  to  windward  or  to  le^ 
ward,  so  that  it  is  a  most  excellent  station  to  cruise  upoolk 
enemy.  As  our  last  prize,  the  Solidad,  was  far  from  answer- 
ing the  character  given  her  of  a  good  sailer,  and  she  and  ik 
Santa  Teresa  delayed  us  considerably,  the  commodore  ordo^ 
ed  them  to  be  cleared  of  every  thing  that  might  prove  mefiil 
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to  the  rest  of  the  ships,  and  then  to  be  burnt  We  then  pnv 
ceeded  in  our  coarse  for  Quibo^  and^  on  the  22d  in  the  mom* 
ing»  saw  the  island  of  Plata  bearing  east,  distant  four  leagues. 
One  of  our  prizes^  which  was  ordmd  to  stand  close  in,  bodi 
to  discover  if  there  were  any  ships  between  that  island  and 
the  continent,  and  likewise  to  look  out  for  a  stream  of  firesh 
Water  reported  to  be  there^  retnmed  without  having  seen  any 
ship,  or  finding  any  water.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  poinc 
Ifiuita  bore  S.E.  by  E.  seven  miles  distant;  and  there  bebig 
A  town  of  the  same  name  in  the  nei^iboariiood^  Captain 
Ifitcfaell  took  this  opportuniQr  of  sending  away  several  of  his 
priscmers  from  the  Gloucester  in  the  &>aiiish  launch.  The 
boats  were  now  daity  employed  in  distrmoAing  provisions  on 
board  the  Tryal  and  other  prizes,  to  complete  tneir  stock  finr 
sizmonths;  and,  that  the  Centurion  mi^  be  the  better  pre- 
pared to  give  the  Manilla  ship  (one  of  whidi  we  were  told 
was  of  immense  size)  a  warm  reception,  the  carpenters  were 
ocdered  to  fix  eight  stocks  in  the  main  and  fi»re»tops  for  the 
moonting  of  swivd  guns, 

(hi  the  25th  we  luid  a  ucht  of  the  klandbof  OaDo^  bearing 
£.&£•  i  £•  four  leagues  custant  ^  from  hence  we  crossed  the 
bay  of  Panama  with  a  N.  W*  course^  hopiw  that  this  woold 
have  carried  us  in  a  direct  line  to  the  island  efQuibo.  But 
we  afterwards  found  that  we  ought  to  have  stood  more  to  the 
westward^  for  the  winds  in  a  wort  time  began  to  incline  to 
tliat  quarter,  and  made  it  difficult  for  us  to  gain  the  island. 
And  now,  after  passing  the  equinoctial  on  the  22d,  leaving 
die  ndghbourhood  of  ue  Cordilleras,  and  standing  more  and 
more  towards  the  isthmus,  where  the  communication  of  the 
atmosphere  to  the  eastward  and  the  westward  was  no  longer 
intermpted,  we  found,  in  a  few  days,  an  extraordinary  al- 
teratioQ  in  the  climate.  Instead  of  uniform  temperature, 
we  had,  Ux  several  days  together,  dose  and  sultry  weadier, 
tesemUing  what  we  had  met  with  between  the  tropics  on  the 
aastem  side  of  America*  We  had  besides  frequent  calms  and 
heavy  rains,  which  we  at  first  ascribed  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  line,  where  this  kind  of  weather  is  found  to  prevail ; 
but,  observing  that  it  attended. us  to  the  latitude  of  seven  de- 
giees  north,  we  were  induced  to  believe  that  the  stormy  sea- 
son, or,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  the  Vandevais,  was  not  yet 
over ;  thoudh  many  positively  assert,  that  it  begins  in  June, 
and  is  ended  in  November. 

On  the  ^7tfa  Captain  Milcbd's  largest  prize  being  deared, 
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was  scuttled  and  set  on  fire^  and  as  the  remaining  five  shqi . 
were  all  good  sailers^  so  we  never  occasioned  any  delay  to  en 
other*  Being  now  in  a,  rainy  climate^  which  we  had  beoi 
Ions  disused  to^  we  found  it  necessary  to  caulk  the  dedb 
smd  sides  of  the  C^iturion^  to  prevent  the  rain-water  ftotf 
mnning  into  her. 

On  uie  3d  of  December  we  had  a  view  of  the  iahnd  d 
Quibo,  the  east  end  then  bearing  N.N.  W.  fonr  leagues  disln( 
and  the  island  of  Qnicara  W.N.  W.  at  about  the  same  dEh 
tance.  Here  we  struck  ground  with  sixty-five  fkthcMirf 
line,  and  found  the  bottom  to  consist  of  grey  sandy  with-biMk 
q)ecks.  When  we  got  nght  of  the  land,  we  fbuod  the 
to  hang  westerly^  aim  therefore  thought  it  adviseable  to  i 
oflP  tin  mornings  as  there  are  said  to  be  some  shoals  ii  As 
entrance,  of  the  channeL  At  six  the  next  morning,  pant  lb 
riato  bore  N.£.  i  N.  three  or  fi>ur  leagues  distant.  In  WBSr 
iheiing  this  point,,  all  the  squadron,  except  the  Centiiiio% 
were  very  near  it,  and  the'Gloucester,  being  the  lecswaidBoH 
ship,  was  forced  to  tack  and  stand  to  the  southward,  so  Ail 
we  lost-sight  of  her.  At  nine,  the  island  Sebaco  bore  N^W. 
by  N.  four  leagues  distant;  but  the- wind  still  proving  nA 
vourable,-  we  were  obliged  to  ply  on  and  off  for  the  sucoeei- 
ing  twen^-four  hours,  and  were  frequency  taken  a-bscL 
fi&wever,  at  eleven  the  next  morning  the  wind  happilj  9^ 
tling  in  the  S.S.W.  we  bore  away  for  the  S.S.E.  end  Mtk 
island,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  entered  Canal  Bi^ 
no,  passing  round  a  shoal  which  stretches  off*  about  two  miki 
from  the  south  point  of  the  island.  This  Canal  Buoio,  9 
Good  Channel,  is  at  least  six  miles  in  breadth ;  and  as  m 
had  the  wind  larger  we  kept  in  a  good  depth  of  water,  gal^ 
rally  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty-three  fathom,  and  camenst 
within  a  mile  and  a  naif  distance  of  the  breakers^  though,  ii 
all  probability,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  we  might  have  vfl^ 
tured  much  nearer  without  incurring  the  least  danger,  it 
seven  in  the  evening  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  thirtv-thne 
fathom,  muddy  ground ;  the  south  point  of  the  island  beariM 
S.E.  by  £.  a  remarkable  high  part  of  the  island  W.  bfK 
and  the  island  Sebaco  £.  by  N. 

Sicno* 
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Sectiok  XVIIL 
Out  Proceedn^  at  Quito,  tariih  an  Account  of  the  Place. 

The  morning  after  our  coming  to  an  anchor,  an  officer 
wet  difpatched  to  discover  the  watering-place^  and|  having 
hand  n,  returned  before  noon ;  then  we  sent  the  long-boat 
for  a  h>ad  of  water,  and  at  the  same  time  weighed  anclstood 
fiutber  in  with  our  ships.  At  two  we  came  asain  to  an  an- 
chor in  twenty-two  fathom,  with  a  bottom  of  rough  gravel 
intermixed  with  broken  shells,  the  watering-place  now  bear^ 
ingfrom  us  N.  W.  }  N.  only  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant. 

TThe  island  of  Quibo  is  extremely  convenient  for  wooding 
and  watering,  for  the  trees  grow  dose  to  the  high-water 
mark,  and  alarge  rapid  stream  of  firesh  water  runs  over  the 
gaudy  beach  into  the  sea ;  so  that  we  were  little  more  than 
two  days  in  laying  in  all  the  wood  and  water  we  wanted. 
The  whole  island  is  of  a  very  moderate  height,  excepting  one 
part  It  consists  of  a  continued  wood  qpread  over  the  whole 
snrihce  of  the  country,  which  preserves  its  verdure  all  the 
year  round.  We  found  there  abundance  df  cassia,  and  a  few 
nme-trees.  It  appeared  singular  to  us,  that,  considering  the 
dimate  and  the  shelter,  we  should  see  no  other  birds  there 
than  parrots,  parroquets,  and  mackaws ;  of  the  last  there 
were  prodigious  flights.  Next  to  these  birds,  the  animals  we 
foondf  in  most  plenty  were  monkeys  and  guanos,  and  these 
we  frequently  killed  for  food ;  for  though  there  were  many 
herds  of  deer  upon  the  pl'ac^  yet  die  difficulty  of  penetrating 
the  woods  prevented  our  cominff  near  them,  so  that  though 
we  saw  them  often,  we  killed  only  two  during  our  stay.  Our 
prisoners  assured  us  that  this  island  abounded  with  tygers; 
we  did  once  discover  the  print  of  a  tyger's  paw  upon  the 
beach,  but  the  ^gers  themselves  we  never  saw.  The  Spa- 
niards, too,  informed  us  that  there  was  often  found  in  the 
woods  a  most  mischievous  serpent,  caUed  the  Flying  Snakes 
which  they  said  darted  itself  from  the  bough's  of  trees  on  eith&c 
man  c/r  beast  that  came  within  its  reach,  and  whose  sting 
they  believed  to  be  inevitable  deadi.  Besides  these  mischie- 
vous land-animals,  the  sea  hereabouts  is  infested  with  great 
numbers  of  alligators  of  an  extraordinary  size;  and  we  often 
observed  a  large  kind  of  flat  fish  jumping  a  considerable 
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height  out  of  the  water^  which  we  suppoied  to  be  the  fiih 
that  is  said  frequently  to  destroy  the  pearl-divers,  by  daip- 
ing  them  in  its  fins  as  they  rise  from  the  bottom ;  and  we 
were  told  that  the  divers,  for  their  security,  are  now  alwap 
armed  with  a  sharp  knife>  which,  when  they  are  entang^ 
they  stick  into  the  belly  of  the  fish,  and  thereby  disengage 
themselves  from  its  embraces. 

Whilst  the  ship  continued  here  at  anchor,  the  oommodoic^ 
attended  by  some  of  his  officers,  went  in  a  boat  to  cTamiiw 
8  bay  which  lay  to  the  northward ;  and  afterwards  ranged 
all  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  island*  In  the  places  where 
.  they  put  on  shore  in  the  course  of  his  eiqiedition,  thejjr  gene- 
rally found  the  soil  to  be  extremely  rich,  and  met  with  gmt 
plen^  of  excellent  water.  In  particular,  near  the  N.E.  paiot 
of  the  island,  they  discovered  a  natural  cascade^  whidi  wax- 
passed,  as  they  conceived,  every  thing  of  this  kindf  which 
numan  art  or  industry  hath  hitherto  produced.  It  was  a 
river  of  transparent  water,  about  forty  yards  wide^  which  ran 
down  a  declivity  of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  len^ 
The  channel  it  ran  in  was  very  inreffular ;  for  it  was  entire 
ly  formed  of  rock,  both  its  sides  and  bottom  being  made  uf 
of  large  detached  blocks;  and  by  these  the  course  of  the  wa- 
ter was  frequently  interrupted :  For  in  some  places  it  ran 
sloping  with  a  rapid  but  uniform  motion,  wnile  in  other 
parts  it  tumbled  over  the  ledges  of  rocks  with  a  perpendi- 
cular descent  All  the  neighbourhood  of  this  stream  was 
a  fine  wood ;  and  even  the  huge  masses  of  rock  wbidi 
overhung  the  water,  and  which,  by  their  various  projec- 
tions, formed  the  inequalities  of  the  channel,  were  cover- 
ed with  lofty  forest  trees.  Whilst  the  commodore,  and 
those-with  him,  were  attentively  viewing  this  places  and  re- 
marking the  different  blendings  of  the  water,  the  rock% 
and  the  wood,  there  came  in  si^t  (as  it  were  with  an  intent 
still  to  heighten  and  animate  the  prospect)  a  prodigious 
flight  of  mackaws,  which  hovering  over  this  spot,  and  cStea 
wheeling  and  playing  on  the  wing  about  it,  afibrded  a  most 
brilliant  appearance^  by  the  glittering  of  the  sun  on  their  va- 
riegated plumage;  so  that  some  of  the  spectators  cannot 
refrain  from  a  kind  of  transport,  when  ihej  recount  the 
complicated  beauties  which  occurred  in  this  extraordiBiiy 
scene. 

In  this  expedition,  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  istsB^i 

though  they  met  with  no  inhabitants,  yet  they  saw  m^ 
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hull  mon  the  thorcy  and  great  baps  of  ibeDt  of  fine  mo* 
tlier-ot-pcarl  icattered  up  and  down  in  different  placet: 
Thcw  were  the  remains  left  bv  the  pearl-fishers  from  Pana- 
■mt  who  often  frequent  this  plaoc  in  the  summer  season  %  for 
the  pearl  ojrsten,  whicb  are  to  be  met  with  every  where  in 
the  ny  of  Ptmama,  are  so  plenty  at  Quibo,  that  by  advaa* 
cing  a  rery  little  way  into  the  sea,  you  might  stoop  dow» 
and  reach  them  fix>m  the  bottom.  Ther  arc  usually  very 
krve,  but  extremely  tough  and  unpalatablk 

The  oysters  mokt  productive  of  pearh,  are  those  found  in 
.  eonsiderable  depths ;  for,  ihcMigh  what  are  taken  up  by  wa- 
dh^g  are  of  the  snmc  species,  yet  the  pearis  found  in  them 
are  rare  and  very  small.  It  is  said,  too^  that  the  pearl  par- 
lakea  in  some  degree  of  the  quality  of  the  bottom  on  wnich 
the  oyster  is  found ;  so  that  if  the  bottom  be  moddy,  the 
pearl  is  dark  and  ill-cofourcd. 

The  diving  for  oysters  is  a  work  performed  by  negro 
slavet»  of  whom  the  inhabitants  of  Panama  and  the  neigh- 
bonring  coast  formerly  kept  great  nnmbersy  carefiilly  trained 
10  tbb  business,  llicse  are  not  esteemed  complete  divers, 
till  they  are  able  to  protract  their  stay  under  water  so  long, 
Aat  the  blood  gushes  out  from  their  nose^  mouth,  and  ears. 
It  ia  the  tradition  of  the  country,  that  when  this  accident  has 
onee  bcfidlen  them,  they  dive  for  the  fiiture  with  much  great- 
er finlity  than  before ;  that  no  inconvenience  attends  it,  the 
bJeediiMf  generally  stopping  of  itself,  and  that  there  is  no 
pivibabuity  of  their  being  suDJect  to  it  a  second  time.' 

The  sea  at  this  place  fiurnishcd  us  with  a  dainty,  in  the 
graetcit  plenty  and  perfection,  vis.  the  turtle.  Ihere  are 
reckonea  four  species  of  turtle:  the  trunk-turtle,  the  logger- 

heady 

*  The  inleUigent  resder  will  dcnsnd  BM>rs  thin  tlic  trmditm  of  ike 
tammify  to  indiioe  liii  belief,  thst  this  diving  buiiocss  '\%  not  imHt  ccitainly 
dsstractive  of  the  mijienible  wretches  «lio  are  compelled  to  pursue  it.  The 
divers  in  the  Peruan  sulph,  where  it  u  well  known  the  peari  &  * 


gulph,  where  it  u  well  known  the  pearl  fishery  is  car- 
ried en  bj  individuals  on  their  own  account, "  seldom  hve  to  a  great  age*" 
(ssfs  Mr  liorier  in  the  account  of  his  Journey  through  Persia.^  ^  Tbdr 
MHS  bfesk  out  in  sores,  and  tiieir  c^es  beoome  very  weak  and  Uood-shoL 
^*  an  restricted  10  a  certain  regimen;  and  to  food  composed  of  dates 
r  light  ingredients.*'  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  negroes  of 
five  better  in  tliis  haiardous  oocnpotion.  But  to  the  expression 
iHdlude  as  to  ikeir  Mood,  it  is  veiy  pixibable  the  an&wcr  might  be 
m  the  style  of  one  of  Juvenal's  worthy  ladies : 


—  its  servus  homo  est? 
^  Hoc  volo,  sic  jubeoy  sit  pro  ratione  voluntsi.— P. 
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head,  the  hawksbill,  and  the  greea  turtle.  The  two  first  are 
rank  and  unwholesome ;  the  hawksbill  (which  fumidies  the 
tortoise-shell)  is  but  indifferent  food,  though  better  than  the 
other  two ;  but  the  green  turtle  is  esteemed^  by  the  greatot 
part  of  those  who  are  acquainted  with  its  taste,  as  the  most 
delicious  of  eatables ;  and  that  it  is  amostwholesomiefoMyWe 
were  amply  convinced  by  our  own  experience  :  For  we  {bd 
on  this  for  near  four  months^  and  conseouently  had  it  been 
in  any  degree  noxious,  its  ill  effects  coula  not  possibly  hare 
escaped  us.  At  this  island  we  took  what  quanti^  we  pha- 
sed with  great  facility;  for^  as  they  are  an  amphibious' am- 
mal,  and  get  on  shore  to  lay  their  eggs,  which  they  generally 
deposit  in  a  large  hole  in  the  sand,  just  above  the  higfa-water 
mark,  covering  them  up,  and  leaving  them  to  be  hatched  by 
the  heat  of  the  sun,  we  usually  dispersed  several  of  our  men 
along  the  beach,  whose  business  it  was  to  turn  them  on  their 
backs  when  they  came  to  land;  and  the  turtle  being  thereby 
prevented  from  getting  away,  we  carried  them  off  at  our  lei- 
sure. These  proved  of  great  service  both  in  lengthening  oat 
our  store  of  provision,  and  in  heartening  the  whole  crair 
with  an  almost  constant  supply  of  fresh  and  palatable  fiiod; 
for  the  turtle  being  large^  generally  weighing  aboat  2001b. 
weight  each,  what  we  took  with  us  lasted  us  near  a  month, 
and  by  that  time  we  met  with  a  fresh  recruit  on  the  coast  oS 
Mexico,  where  we  often  saw  them  in  the  heat  of  the  day 
floating  in  great  numbers  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  water  Uai 
asleep.  Our  mode  of  taking  them  was  this ;  we  sent  out  our 
boat  with  a  man  in  the  bow,  who  was  a  dexterous  diver; 
when  the  boat  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the  turtle,  the  dir 
ver  plunged  into  the  water,  and  took  care  to  rise  close  upon 
it ;  on  seizing  the  shell  near  the  tail^  and  pressing  down  the 
hinder  parts,  the  turtle  awakened,  and  began  to  strike  with 
its  claws^  which  motion  supported  both  it  and  the  diver^  till 
the  boat  came  up  and  took  them  in.  By  this  management 
we  never  wanted  turtle  for  the  succeeding  four  months  in 
which  we  continued  at  sea  ;  and  though  we  had  been  three 
months  on  board,  without  putting  our  foot  on  shore^  ex- 
cept for  the  few  days  we  stayed  at  the  island  of  Quibo,  and 
those  employed  in  the  attack  of  Pay  ta,  yet,  in  the  whole  s^ 
ven  months,  from  our  leaving  Juan  Fernandez  to  our  an- 
choring in  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  we  buried  no  more  in 
the  whole  squadron  than  two  nien;  a  most  incontestable 
proof  that  the  turtle  on  which  we  fed  for  the  last  four  monthi 
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€if  this  ferm,  wm  at  Icut  innocent,  if  not  fomdhing  more 
Ic  appean  wonderful,  therefore,  that  a  species  of  ibodto  f  eiy 
palatable  and  Mhibrioui,  and  to  much  abounding  in  those 
parts,  should  be  protcribed  by  the  Spanianis  as  unwholc^ 
soiDc^  and  little  l«s  than  poisonous.  Perhaps  the  strangs 
appearance  of  this  animal  may  have  been  the  foundation  of 
ibis  ridiculous  aversion,  which  is  strongly  rooted  in  all  the 
of  that  coast,  and  of  which  we  had  many  in- 
in  the  ooarve  of  this  navigation,  ijome  Indian  ami 
nqiro  slaves  we  had  taken  in  our  prizes,  and  continued  on 
board  to  assist  in  navigating  our  ships,  were  astonished  at 
our  feeding  on  turtle,  and  seemed  fully  persuaded  that  it 
woold  soon  destroy  us ;  but  finding  that  none  of  us  died,  nor 
even  sofiered  in  our  health  by  a  continuation  of  this  diet, 
they  at  last  got  so  far  the  better  of  their  aversion,  as  to  be 
peivoaded  to  taste  it,  to  which  tlic  absence  of  all  other  kinds 
of  fresh  provisions  might  not  a  little  contribute.  However, 
it  was  With  great  reluctance,  and  very  sparingly,  that  they 
began  to  eat  it :  But  the  relish  improving  upon  them  by  de- 
grees, they  at  last  grew  extremely  fond  of  it,  preferred  it  to 
every  other  kind  of  food,  and  often  felicitated  each  other  on 
the  nappy  experience  they  had  acquired,  and  the  delicious 
and  picntifiil  repasts  it  wouki  be  always  in  their  power  to 
procure,  when  the}*  should  return  to  their  country.  ThuM* 
vrho  are  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  Ufe  of  these  unha|ipy 
imlobes,  need  not  be  told,  that  next  to  Urge  draughts  of 
niritnous  liquors,  pkmty  of  tolerable  food  is  ue  fnreatest  joy 
laej  know ;  and  that  the  discovering  a  method  wnich  wouki 
■npidjr  them  with  what  quantity  thev  pleased  of  a  kind  more 
Inzunotts  to  the  palate  tlian  any  their  haughty  lonis  and 
masters  couki  indulge  in,  was  a  circumstance  which  they  con- 
sidered as  the  most  fortunate  that  could,  befal  them. 

In  three  days  time  we  had  completed' our  business  at  this 
place,  and  were  extremely  impatient  to  put  to  sea,  that  wc 
might  arrive  time  enough  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  to  intor- 
eept  the  Manilla  ffalledta.  The  wind  being  contraiy  detiin- 
ed  OS  a  night,  and  the  next  day  when  we  got  into  the  offing, 
(which  we  did  through  the  same  channel  by  which  we  enter- 
ed) we  were  obliged  to  keep  hovering  about  the  island,  in 
hopes  of  getting  sight  of  the  Gkuocster.  It  was  the  9lli  of 
*^  sber,  in  Uic  morning,  when  we  put  to  sea,  and  conti- 
to  the  southward  of  the  island,  looking  out  for  the 
>r,  we,  on  the  10th,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  discern- 
ed 
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ed  a  small  sail  to  the  northward  of  us;,  to  whidk  ms 
chase^  and  coming  up  took  her.  She  proved  to  be  a 
from  Panama,  bomiid  to  Cheripe,:  an  ioconaidemUe 
on  the  continent,  and  was  called  the  Jesu  Neaareiid. 
had  nothing  on  board  but  some  oakum»  about  a  ton  eC 
salt,  and  between  SO/,  and  40/.  in  specie^  most  of  k  o 
ing  of  small  silver  inoney^  intended  for  purehasiDg  a 
of  provisions  at  Cheripe*  -     'v4- 

I  cannot  but  observe^  for  the  use  of  future  cniitoriy-Ail^ 
had  we  been  in  want  of  provisions,  we  had  by  this  tapfmm 
obvious  method  of  supplving  ourselves.    For  at  UMif||^< 
whither  she  was  bound,  there  is  a  constant  store  of  pnA ' 
sions  prepared  for  the  vessels  which  go  thither  eveiy 
from  Panama,  the  market  of  Panama  being  chiefly  sa{ 
from  thence :  So  that  by  putting  a  few  of  our  hancb  oo 
our  prize^  we  might  easily  have  seized  a- large  store 
any  hazard,  since  Cheripe  is  a  place  of  no  Btreaafh* 

On  the  12tk  of  December  we  were  relieved  mm,  thefS^ 
plexity  we  had  suffered,  by  the  separation  of  the  GlooesMf  ] 
for  on  that  day  she  joined  us,  and  informed  us,  that  in 
ing  to  the  southward  on  our  first  arrival,  she  had  wpnngh^ 
fore-top-mast,  which  had  disabled  her  from  working  toww 
ward,  and  prevented  her  from  joining  us  sooner.  WoiHI 
scuttled  and  sunk  the  Jesu  Nazareno^  the  prize  we  tookkll 
and  having  the  greatest  impatience  to  get  into  a  properifr 
tion  for  tne  gaUeon,  stood  altogether  to  the  westward^  ^ 
notwithstanding  the  impediments  we  met  with^  Idi  theiriai 
of  Quibo  in  about  nine  days  afier  our  first  coming  in  i^ 
of  it 


SEcnoN  XIX. 

From  Quibo  to  the  CoaiU  of  Mexico. 

On  the  12th  of  December  we  left  Quibo^  and  the 
day  the  commodore  delivered  firesh  instructions  to  the 
tains  of  the  men  of  war,  and  the  commanders  of  oor  priH 
appointing  them  the  rendezvouses  they  were  to  mdks^  fli 
the  courses  they  were  to  steer  in  case  of  a  separation,  iri 
first,  ther  were  directed  to  use  all  possible  aiqpa^  in  f^ 
ting  to  the  northward  of  the  harbour  of  Acapnloo^  ni^ 
they  were  to  endeavour  to  fidl  in  with  the  land,  betweea  Ai 

IstitlHr* 
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litudes  of  18  and  19^;  from  thence^  thej  were  to  beat  up 
e  cxNUBt  at  eight  or  ten  leagues  distance  from  the  shores 
I  th^  came  a-breast  of  Cape  Corientes,  in  the  latitude  of 
1^  8u.  When  they  arrived  there^  they  were  to  continue 
uiting  on  that  station  till  the  14th  of  February ;  and  then 
ey  were  to  proceed  to  the  middle  island  of  the  Tres  Ma- 
is^ in  the  latitude  of  21®  2fff  bearing  from  Cape  Cori- 
tea  N.  W.  by  N.,  twenty-five  leagues  distant.  And  if  at 
ia  island  the^  did  not  meet  the  commodore^  they  were 
ere  to  recruit  their  wood  and  water,  and  then  to  make 
B  best  of  their  way  to  the  island  of  Macao^  on  the  coast 
CSiina.  These  orders  being  distributed^  we  had  little 
•abt  of  arriving  soon  upon  our  intended  station ;  as  we 
pectedy  upon  the  increasing  our  offing  from  Quibo^  to 
1  in-  with  the  regular  trade-wind.  But,  to  our  extreme 
xatioOy  we  were  baffled  for  near  a  month,  either  with  tem- 
stuous  weather  from  the  western  quarter,  or  with  dead 
Ims  and  heavy  rains,  attended  with  a  sultry  air ;  so  that 
WBB  the  25th  of  December  before  we  got  a  sight  of  the 
vad  of  Cocos,  which  by  our  reckoning  was  only  a  hon- 
ed leagues  from  the  continent ;  and  we  had  the  mortifica- 
iH  to  make  so  little  way,  that  we  did  not  lose  sight  of  it 
gaiii  in  five  days.  This  island  we  found  to  be  in  the  lati- 
ieot6^  2(y  north.  It  has  a  high  hummock  towards  the 
istem  part,  which  descends  graduaUy,  and  at  last  termi* 
Ktea  in  a  low  point  to  the  eastward.  From  the  island  of 
DO€)s  we  stood  W.  by  N.,  and  were  till  the  9th  of  January 
.  running  an  hundred  leagues  more.  We  had  at  first  flat>- 
red  ourselves,  that  the  uncertain  weather  and  western 
lies  we  met  with  were  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
mtinent,  from  which^  as  we  got  more  distant,  we  expect- 
1  every  day  to  be  relieved,  by  falling  in  with  the  eastern 
ude-wind :  But  as  our  hopes  were  so  long  baffled,  and 
ar  patience  quite  exhausted,  we  b^an  at  length  to  despair 
f  succeeding  in  the  great  purpose  we  had  in  view,  that  of 
itoxepting  the  ManUla  galleon  ;  and  this  produced  a  gene- 
bI  dgection  amongst  us,  as  we  had  at  first  considered  this 
TOjeet  as  almost  in&llible^  and  had  indulged  ourselves  in 
be  most  boundless  hopes  of  the  advantages  we  should  thence 
eoeive.  However,  our  despondency  was  at  last  somewhat 
Beviated,  by  a  fiivonrable  change  of  the  wind ;  for^  on  the 
^di-of  January,  a  gale  for  die  first  time  q>rang  up  from  the 
^^  Eif  and  on  this  we  todc  the  Canaelo  in  tow,  as  the  Glou- 
cester 
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cester  did  the  Cannin,  making  all  the  sail  we  could  to  in- 
prove  the  advantage^  for  we  still  suspected  that  it  was  onij 
a  temporary  sale,  which  would  not  last  lone;  but  the  neit 
day  we  had  Uie  satis&ction  to  find,  that  the  wind  did  not 
only  continue  in  the  same  quarter,  but  Uew  with  so  mndi 
briskness  and  steadiness,  that  we  now  no  longn*  doubted  of 
its  being  the  true  trade-wind.  And  as  we  advahoed  apace 
towards  our  station,  our  hopes  b^n  to  revive^  and  our 
despair  by  d^rees  gave  place  to  pleasing  prejudices :  For 
though  the  customary  season  of  the  arrivu  of  the  galleon  it 
Acapulco  was  already  elapsed,  yet  we  were  unreascmsbk 
enough  to  flatter  ourselves^  that  some  accidental  delay  might 
len^tSen  her  passage  beyond  its  usual  limits. 

hen  we  got  into  the  trade-wind,  we  found  no  aben- 
tion  in  it  till  the  l7th  of  January,  when  we  were  advanced 
to  the  latitude  of  12^  50^,  but  on  that  day  it  shifted  to  tbe 
westward  of  the  north :  This  change  we  imputed  to  oar 
having  haled  up  too  soon,  though  we  then  esteemed  ooh 
selves  full  seventy  leagues  from  the  coast,  which  plaiDlj 
shows,  that  the  trade-wind  doth  not  take  place,  but  st  i 
considerable  distance  frcMn  the  continent.  After  this^  the 
wind  was  not  so  favourable  to  us  as  it  had  been  :  However, 
we  still  continued  to  advance,  and,  on  the  26th  of  Jaoiaary, 
being  then  to  the  northward  of  Acapulco,  we  tacked  and 
stood  to  the  eastward,  with  a  view  of  making  the  land. 

In  the  preceding  fortnight  we  caught  some  turtle  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  several  dolphins,  bonitos,  and  al- 
bicores.  One  day,  as  one  of  the  sail-makcrs  mates  was  fish- 
ing from  the  end  of  the  gib-boom,  ho  lost  his  hold,  and 
dropped  into  the  sea ;  and  the  ship,  which  was  then  coing 
at  the  rate  of  six  or  seven  knots,  went  directly  over  nlm : 
But  as  we  had  the  Carmelo  in  tow,  we  instantly  called  out 
to  the  people  on  board  her,  who  threw  him  over  several 
ends  of  ropes,  one  of  which  he  fortunately  caught  hold  of, 
and  twisting  it  round  his  arm,  was  hauled  into  the  ship,  with- 
out having  received  any  other  injury  than  a  wrench  in  bis 
arm,  of  which  he  soon  recovered. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  we  stood  to  the  eastward,  ex- 
pecting, by  our  reckonings,  to  have  fallen  in  with  the  land 
on  the  28th ;  but  though  the  weather  was  perfectly  daufi 
we  had  no  sight  of  it  at  sun-set,  and  therefore  continued  oar 
course,  not  doubting  but  we  should  see  it  by  the  next 'morn- 
ing.   About  ten  at  night  we  discovered  a  light  on  tbelar- 

boiid 


CHATw  xnr.  aiCT.  xiz.      Capim  Amom.  401 

boanl-bow,  bearing  from  us  N.N.E.   The  TryaKB  prise  too^ 
about  a  mile  a- head  of  u%  made  a  fignal  at  the  same  tim«t 
for  leeing  a  tail ;  and  ai  .le  had  no  doubt  that  v^hat  we  mw 
waa  a  ihip's  hght,  we  were  extremely  aniinalefl  with  a  6rm 
pertaation,  that  it  was  the  Manilla  galleon^  which  h:ul  been 
■o  loog  the  object  of  our  wuhet :  And  what  added  to  our 
alaeritjfy  waiourex|>ec(ationof  nKClin^  with  twoof  ihem  in- 
stead of  ODCy  lor  ue  t(>«ik  it  for  ^ranlcd,  that  the  hght  in 
view  was  carried  in  the  Ui{»  ot  one  ship  for  a  fhrcctiun  to 
her  conMirt*     We  imtiicrJiaU*iv  cait  off  the  Cnrnielo  nnd 
pressed  forward  willi  nil  our  canvjiKS,  muLinc  a  sii;nnl  for 
the  GloQccsler  to  do  Ihe  naine.     Thus  wo  chaird  the  light, 
keeping  all  our  hands  ut  their  re«|»et*tive  quarterly  under  an 
expectation  of  enirui^ini;  in  Ihe  next  half  hour,  a^  we  some* 
timet  conceived  the*  ciiase  to  b<*  about  a  mile  distant,  and 
at  other  times  to  bv  within  rmcli  of  our  i^uns;  and  some 
positively  averred,  that  bcbidrs  tiic  liijht,  they  could  plainly 
difoem  her  sails.  Tlif  coiuino<lore  himseir  was  so  fully  per* 
aoaded  that  we  should  be  soon  along-side  of  her,  that  he 
aeni  for  his  iirst  lieulenaiit,  who  commanded  between  decks, 
and  directed  him  to  see  all  the  great  guns  loaded  with  two 
nmocUiol  for  the  fir«t  broaiUide,  and  alter  that  with  one 
roond-shot  and  one  gra|>e,  strictly  charging  him,  at  tlie 
aame  lime,  not  to  sutler  a  gun  to  lie  fired,  till  Ik*,  the  com« 
iDodora,  should  give  orders,  which  he  informed  the  lieute- 
nant would  not  be  till  we  arrived  within  pistol-shot  of  the 
cnenij.    In  this  constant  and  eager  attention  we  continued 
all  niKbt,  always  pn-suming  that  anoUier  quarter  of  an  hour 
wovld  bring  us  up  with  this  Manilla  ship,  whose  wealtli,  with 
that  of  her  supposed  consort,  we  now  estimated  by  round 
millions.  Uut  when  the  morninc:  broke,  and  dav-li<;ht  came 
on,  we  were  most  strangely  and  vexatiously  disappointed, 
by  finding  that  the  light  which  had  occasioned  all  this  bos* 
tic  and  expectancy  was  only  a  Hre  on  the  shore.     Indeed 
tiie  circumstances  of  this  deception  are  so  extraordinary  as 
to  be  scarcely  credible ;  for,  by  our  run  during  the  night, 
and  the  distance  of  the  land  in  the  morning,  this  lire,  when 
we  ^rsi  discovered  it,  must  have  been  above  twenty-five 
ICMpies  from  us.    It  was  indeed  U|>on  a  very  high  mountain, 
nfSd  continued  burning  for  several  days  afterwards  ;  it  was 
n  volcano,  but  rather,  as  1  suppose,  stubble,  or  heath, 
fire  for  some  purpose  of  agriculture.* 
^  xu  2  c  At 

fiw  this  sappontion  ought  to  have  been  adduced.    It  is 
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At  fun-rifingi  pfter  thiH  rooriifying  delution,  we  kmi 
ouraelvcB  aboul  nine  leogueH  off  the  lund^  wbicli  exIeiMU 
from  llic  N.W.  to  U.iN.  On  this  Intid  we  obnerved  twon* 
markuble  humuidckHj  ttiicb  an  ure  uhuuII^  called  papif  whidi 
bore  iiorlb  IVuiu  iih  :  'rheiie^  a  SpaiiiBb  pilot  and  two  iodkNb 
who  were  the  only  personH  amongut  iih  that  pretended  to 
bave  traded  in  thin  part  of  the  world,  ufliniied  to  beovn 
the  harbour  of  Acnpuleo,  Indeed,  we  very  much  donbled 
their  knowledge  of  the  eoaiit;  for  wc  found  tbe»e  papttobt 
in  the  latitude  of  i?^  *'i(i',  whereaii  those  over  Acupulcoan 
said  to  be  in  \T*  only;  and  we  aflerwardu  found  ouri 
ciona  of  their  skill  to  be  well  grounded :  Uowcvery  they 
very  confident,  and  niMured  um,  that  the  height  of  the  n 
tainH  wu»  ilHelf  an  infallible  mark  of  the  harbour;  tbeMil« 
aH  they  pretended,  (though  falsely)  being  generally  iov  Is 
the  eaHtward  and  westward  of  it. 

And  now  being  in  the  track  of  the  Manilla  frallcoo,  it  m 
a  gn^at  doubt  with  us  (uh  it  was  near  the  cud  of  Jaouiyi) 
whc-tlier  she  was  or  was  not  arrived:  But  exumioing oir 
prisoners  about  it,  they  assured  us,  that  she  was  soraftiflMi 
Known  to  come  in  after  the  middle  of  February ;  and  thqf 
endeavoured  to  |Krtiuade  uu,  that  the  ilrc  wc  had  seeoofl 
shore  wuh  a  proof  that  iihe  was  as  yet  at  sea,  it  being  en* 
tomary,  as  they  said,  to  make  um<:  of  theHc  lirett  as  sigsib 
foi  her  direction,  when  Hhe  continued  longer  out  than  mii^ 
nary.  On  this  information,  Htreii|^thcned  by  our  prupeoiitf 
to  believe  them  in  a  matter  which  ho  pU:a»ingly  flatlcni 
our  wihhes,  we  reholved  to  cruise  for  her  for  Honie  dsp; 
and  we  accordingly  Hprciid  our  hhips  at  the  distance  d 
twelve  leagues  from  the  rouML,  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  wii 
inipohsible  nhe  should  paMM  us  unobnerved  :  However,  sol 
seeing  her  Hoon,  we  were  at  intervals  inclined  to  vuspccl 
that  slie  had  gained  her  txirt  already ;  and  as  wc  now  begei 
to  want  a  harbour  to  relresh  our  |>eople,  the  uiicertaia^tf 
our  preHcmt  situation  gave  us  great  uneaHiness,  and  wevffC 
very  nolicitoun  to  get  nonie  iMiHitivc  intelligence,  which  nigh 
either  set  us  at  liberty  to  coiiHult  our  neeesniticH,  if  tlie  pt 
leon  was  arrived,  or  might  animate  uh  to  continue  our  pil' 
sent  cruiM:  with  eheerfulnesK,  if  she  was  not.  With  lb 
view  the  eoinmodore,  after  examining  our  prisoners  mf 
{mrticularly,  retail  ved  to  send  a  boat,  under  night,  into  lie 

barboii 

not  imiirolNibIc  lliiit  the;  volcanic  mountain  in  tlte  Deighbourlmod  of  Acs- 
pukxi  did  furniftU  tiiis  vexatious  liglU^-£. 
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bour  of  Acapnlco,  to  see  if  the  Manilla  ship  was  there  ox 
,  oue  of  the  Indians  being  very  positive  that  this  might 
lone  withoot  the  boat  itself  being  discovered.  To  exe* 
3  this  project^  the  barge  was  dispatched  the  6th  of  Fe* 
ary,  with  a  sufficient  crew  and  two  officers^  who  took 
I  them  a  Spanish  pilot,  and  the  Indian  who  bad  insisted 
the  practicability  of  this  measure,  and  had  undertakea 
conduct  it.  Our  barge  did  not  retnm  to  us  again  till  the 
'cnth>  when  the  officers  acquainted  Mr  Anson,  that^ 
3eable  to  our  suspicion^  there  was  nothing  like  a  harbour 
he  place  where  the  Spanish  pilots  had  at  first  asserted 
ipulco  to  lie ;  that  when  they  had  satisfied  themselves  in 
particular^  they  steered  to  the  eastward^  in  hopes  of 
covering  it,  and  had  coasted  along  shore  thirty-two  lea* 
8 ;  that  in  this  whole  range  they  met  chiefly  with  sandy 
cbes  of  a  great  lengthy  over  which  the  sea  broke  with  so 
:h  violence,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  boat  to  land ; 
:  at  the  end  of  their  run  they  could  just  discover  two 
s  at  a  very  great  distance  to  the  eastward^  which  from 
r  appearance  and  their  latitude,  they  concluded  to  be 
ic  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Acapulco ;  but  that  not  ha« 
^  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  fresh  water  and  provision  for 
ir  passage  thither  and  back  again,  they  were  obliged  to 
irn  to  the  commodore,  to  acquaint  him  with  their  disapr 
itment.  On  this  intelligence  we  all  made  sail  to  the 
:ward,  in  order  to  get  into  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
t,  the  commodore  resolving  to  send  the  barge  a  second 
e  upon  the  same  enterprize,  when  we  were  arrived  with-* 
.  moderate  distance.  And  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
1  of  February,  we  being  bv  that  time  considerably  ad-*' 
oed,  the  barge  was  again  dispatched,  and  particular  in* 
ctions  given  to  the  officers  to  preserve  themselves  from 
ig  seen  from  the  shore.  On  the  ISth  we  espied  a  high 
1  to  the  eastward,  which  we  first  imagined  to  be  that 
r  the  harbour  of  Acapulco ;  but  we  afterwards  found  that 
as  the  high  land  of  Seguateneo,  where  there  is  a  smaJi 
bour,  of  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  make  more  aor* 
mention  hereafter.  And  now,  having  waited  six  dinrs 
tout  any  news  of  our  barge,  we  began  to  be  uneasy  for 
safety ;  bat,  on  the  7th  day,  that  iB„  on  the  19th  of  Fe- 
iry,  she  returned.  The  officers  informed  the  commodore, 
:  they  had  discovered  the  harbour  of  Acapulco,  which 
f  esteemed  to  bear  from  us  £.S#E.  at  least  fifty  leagues 

distant; 
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distant:  That  on  the  17th^  about  two  in  the  morningi tliey 
were  got  within  the  island  that  lies  at  the  mouth' of  the  hv- 
bour^  and  yet  neither  the  Spanish  pilots  nor  the  Indian  wko 
were  with  them,  could  give  them  any  informRtion  when 
they  then  were  ;  but  tliat  while  they  were  lying  upon  tbdi 
oars  in  suspence  what  to  do,  being  ignorant  that  they  wen 
then  at  the  very  place  they  sought  for,  they  discerned  a 
sniail  light  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  on  which  thejin* 
Btantly  plied  their  pa<ldles,  and  moving  as  silently  aspon- 
ble  towards  it,  they  found  it  to  be  in  a  fishing  canoe,  which 
they.surprised,  with  three  negroes  that  belonged  toil  It 
seems  the  negroes  at  first  attempted  to  jump  overtxianl; 
and  being  so  near  the  land,  they  would  easily  have  swam  on 
shore;  but  they  were  prevented  by  presenting  a  piece tt 
them,  on  which  they  readily  submitted,  and  were  taken  iato 
the  barge.  1  he  officers  further  added,  that  Uiey  bad  in* 
mediately  turned  the  cnnoe  adrift  against  the  face  of  a  unA, 
where  it  would  inevitably  be  dashed  to  pieces  by  tbefwj 
of  the  sea :  This  they  did  to  deceive  those  who  pcihan 
mi^ht  be  sent  from  the  town  to  search  afWr  the  caooe;  nr 
upon  seeing  several  pieces  of  a  wreck,  they  would  immedi* 
ately  conclude  that  the  people  on  board  her  had  beeo 
drowned,  and  would  have  no  suspicion  of  their  bavins  falkB 
into  our  hands.  When  the  crew  of  the  barge  haa  takea 
this  precaution,  they  exerted  their  utmost  strength  in  psD- 
ing  out  to  sea,  and  by  dawn  of  day  had  gained  such  an  of* 
ing,  as  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  seen  from  the 
coast. 

And  now  having  got  the  three  negroes  in  our  possession, 
who  were  not  ignoiant  of  the  transactions  at  Acapulco,  «e 
were  soon  satisfied  about  the  most  material  points  whidi 
had  long  kept  us  in  suspense  :  And  on  examination  we  (band, 
that  we  were  indeed  clisappointed  in  our  expectation  of  in- 
tercepting the  galleon  before  her  arrival  at  Acapulco;  hoi 
we  learnt  other  circumstances  which  still  revived  our  hopeii 
and  which,  we  then  conceived,  would  more  than  balance 
the  opportunity  we  had  already  lost:  For  though  ourn^ 
gro  prisoners  intormed  us  that  the  galleon  arrived  at  Aci- 
pulco  on  our  9th  of  January,  which  wiis  about  twenty  dajs 
before  we  fell  m  with  this  coast,  yet  they  at  the  same  liae 
told  us,  that  the  galleon  had  delivered  her  cargo,  and  ww 
taking  in  water  and  provisions  for  her  return,  and  that  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico  had  by  proclamation  fixed  her  departore 

from 
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from  Acapuico  to  the  14lh  of  March^  N;S*  This  last  news 
was  most  joyfully  received  by  usy  as  we  had  no  doubt  but 
she  must  certainly  fall  into  our  liands^  and  as  it  was  much 
more  eligible  to  seize  her  on  her  return,  than  it  would  have 
been  to  naye  taken  her  before  her  arrival,  as  the  specie  for 
which  she  had  sold  her  cargo^  and  which  she  would  now 
bave  on  boards  was  prodigiously  more  to  be  esteemed  by  us 
than  the  cargo  itself;  great  part  of  which  would  have,  pe- 
rished on  our  hands,  and  no  part  of  it  could  have  been  dis^ 
posed  of  by  us  at  so  advantageous  a  mart  as  AcapiJco. 

Thus  we  were  a  second  time  engaged  in  an  eager  expect* 
ation  of  meeting  with  this  Manilla  ship,  which^  by  the  fame 
of  lis  wealth,  we  had  been  taught  to  consider  as  the  most 
desirable  prize  that  was  to  be  met  with  in  any  part  of  the 
globe.  As  ail  our  future  projects  will  be  in  some  sort  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  the  possession  of  this  celebrated  galleon^ 
and  as  the  commerce  which  is  carried  on  by  means  of  these 
vessels  between  the  city  of  Manilla  and  the  port  of  Acapuico 
is  perhaps  the  most  valuable,  ii)  proportion  to  its  quantity^ 
of  any  in  the  known  world,  I  shall  endeavour,  in  the  Ensu- 
ing chapter,  to  give  as  distinct  an  account  as  I  can  of  all 
the  particulars  relating  thereto,  both*  as  it  is  a  matter  in 
which  I  conceive  the  public  to  be  in  some  degree  interested^ 
and  as  I  flatter  myself>  that  from  the  materials  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands,  1  am  enabled  to  describe  it  with  more 
distinctness  than  has  hitherto  been  done,  at  least  in  our 
language. 


Section  XX. 

jin  JccoiUit  of  the  Commerce  carried  on  betweeen  tlie  City  of 
Manilla  on  the  Island  of  Luconia,  and  the  Port  of*  Acapuico 
en  the  Coast  of  Mexico.* 

Though  Spain  did  not  acquire  the  property  of  any  of  the 
spice  islands,  by  the  enterprising  labours  of  Magellan  (re- 
lated in  our  tenth  volume,  to  which  we  refer,)  yet  the  disco- 
very made  in  bis  expedition  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  was 
thought  too  considerable  to  be  neglected ;  for  these  were 
Hot  tar  distant  from  those  places  which  produced  spices, 

and 

.  '  Much  of  the  ordinal  in  this  section  is  omitted,  as  either  unimportant 
now,  or  elsewhere  given  in  the  work. 
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and  were  very  well  situated  for  the  Chinese  trade^  and  fin 
the  commerce  of  other  parts  of  India;  and  therefore  a  gov 
manication  was  soon  established^  and  carefully  supportii 
between  these  islands  and  the  Spanish  colonies  on  the  eoirt 
of  Peru  :  So  that' the  city  of  IVlanilla,  (which  was  baikoi 
the  island  of  Luconia^  the  chief  of  the  Phil]ppine8)iooDko» 
came  the  mart  for  all  Indian  commodities^  which  Ml 
brought  up  by  the  inhabitants^  and  were  annually  sent  la 
the  §3uth-Seas  to  be  there  vended  on  their  account;  ui 
the  returns  of  this  commerce  to  Manilla  being  priociptDy 
made  in  silver,  the  place  by  degrees  grew  extremely  opuknt 
and  considerable^  and  its  trade  so  far  increased,  as  to  ian 
gage  the  attention  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and  to  be  ire- 
quently  controlled  and  regulated  by  royal  edicts. 

In  the  infancy  of  this  trade,  it  was  carried  on  from  the 
port  of  Caliao  to  the  city  of  Manilla,  in  which  voyage  the 
trade-wind  continually  favoured  them;  so  that  notvith- 
standing  these  places  were  distant  between  three  and  km 
thousand  leagues,  yet  the  voyage  was  often  made  in  littk 
more  tiian  two  months :  But  then  the  return  from  MaoiOi 
was  extremely  troublesome  and  tedious,  and  is  said  to  hate 
sometimes  taken  them  up  above  a  twelvemonth,  which,  if 
tliey  pretended  to  ply  up  within  the  limits  of  the  trade* 
wind,  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at ;  and  it  is  asserted 
that  in  their  first  voyages  they  were  so  imprudent  and  ni* 
skilful  as  to  attempt  this  course.  However,  that  route  nil 
soon  laid  aside  by  the  advice,  as  it  is  said,  of  a  Jesuit,  who 
persuaded  them  to  steer  to  the  northward  till  they  got  cletr 
of  the  trade-winds,  and  then  by  the  favour  of  the  westerij 
winds,  which  generally  prevail  in  high  latitudes,  to  stielcli 
away  for  the  coast  of  California.  Tiiis  has  been  the  prao* 
lice  for  at  least  a  hundred  and  sixty  years  past,  (17404:) 
For  Sir  Thomas  Cavendisli,  in  theyear  15S6,  engaged  off  the 
south  end  of  California  a  vessel  bound  from  Manilla  to  the 
Auidicaii  coast.  And  it  was  in  compliance  with  this  new 
plan  of  navigation,  and  to  shorten  the  run  both  backwank 
and  forwards,  thai  the  staple  of  this  commerce  to  and  fm 
Manilla  was  removed  from  Callao,  on  the  coast  of  Pcni,l9 
the  port  of  Acapuico,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  where  it  cott- 
tiiiucs  fixed  at  this  time. 

This  trade  to  Acapuico  is  not  laid  open  to  all  tlie  inbt* 
bitants  of  Manilla,  but  is  confined  by  very  particular  regu* 
lations,  somewhat  analogous  to  those  by  which  the  true 

of 


cmj^.  xiY.  sser.  xx.  dq^iam  AnsM.  4/07 

of  the  register  ships  iroin  Cadiz  to  the  West-Indies  is  re> 
strained. 

The  trade  is  Iknited  to  a  certain  yalue^  which  the  annnal 
cargo  oDght  not  to  exceed.  Some  Spanish  manuscripts^  I 
have  seen^  mention  this  limitation  to  be  600,000  dollars ; 
but  the  annual  cargo  does  certainly  surpass  this  sum  ;  and 
thoagfa  it  may  be  difficult  to  fix  its  exact  value^  yet  from 
many  comparisons  I  conclude^  that  the  return  cannot  be 
greatly  short  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

This  trade  from  Manilla  to  Acapuico  and  back  again,  is 
usually  carried  on  in  one  or  at  most  two  annual  ships^  which 
set  sail  from  Manilla  about  July^  and  arrive  at  Acapuico  in 
the  December^  January^  or  February  following,  and  having 
there  disposed  of  their  effects,  return  for  Manilla  some  time 
in  March,  where  they  generally  arrive  in  June ;  so  that  the 
whole  voyage  takes  up  very  near  an  entire  year :  For  this 
jeason,  though  there  is  otlen  no  more  than  one  ship  em- 
ployed at  a  time,  yet  there  is  always  one  ready  for  the  sea 
when  the  other  arrives ;  and  therefore  are  provided  three  or 
four  stout  ships,  that,  in  case  of  any  accident,  the  trade  may 
not  be  suspended. 

■  The  ship  having  received  her  cargo  on  board,  and  being 
fitted  for  the  sea,  generally  weighs  from  the  mole  of  Cabite 
about  the  middle  of  July,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  wes- 
terly monsoon,  which  then  sets  in,  to  carry  them  to  sea.  It 
appears  that  the  getting  through  the  Boccadero  to  the  east- 
ward must  be  a  troublesome  navigation,  and  in  fact  it  is 
sometimes  the  end  of  August  before  they  get  clear  of  the 
land.  When  they  have  got  through  this  passage,  and  are 
clear  of  the  islands,  they  stand  to  the  northward  of  the 
east,  in  order  to  get  into  the  latitude  of  thirty  odd  degrees, 
where  they  expect  to  meet  with  westerly  winds,  before 
which  they  run  away  for  the  coast  of  California.^  It  is 
juost  remarkable,  that  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all 
the  Spanish  navigators,  there  is  not  one  port,  nor  even  a 
tolerable  road,  as  yet  found  out  betwixt  the  Philippine 
Islands  and  the  coast  of  California  and  Mexico ;  so  that 
from  the  time  the  Manilla  ship  first  loses  sight  of  land,  she 
never  lets  go  her  anchor  till  she  arrives  on  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  very  often  not  till  she  gets  to  its  southermost 

extremity : 

*  In  the  origmal  is  inserted  a  diart  for  the  e^lanation  of  this  track, 
wiath  it  is  unnecessary  to  i^ive  here.— £• 
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extremltj  :  And  therefore,  as  this  voyage  is  rarely  of  \m 
than  six  months  continuance,  and  the  ship  is  deep  ladca 
with  merchandise  and  crowded  with  people,  it  may  appeic 
wonderful  how  they  .can  be  supplied  with  a  stock  of  fioli 
water  for  so  long  a  lime.  A  supply  indeed  they  have,  l»l 
the  reliance  upon  it  seems  al  first  sight  so  extremely  fn^ 
carious,  that  it  is  wonderful  such  numbers  should  rii^ 
perishing  by  the  most  dreadful  of  all  deaths,  on  the  ezpce* 
tation  of  so  casual  a  circumstance.  In  short,  their  oolj 
method  of  recruiting  their  water  is  by  t^ie  rains,  which  thej 
meet  with  between  the  latitudes  of  30^  and  40^  north,  ind 
which  they  are  always  prepared  to  catch  :  For  this  purpoie 
they  take  to  sea  with  tnem  a  great  number  of  mats,WDich 
they  place  slopingly  against  the  gunwale^  whenever  the 
rain  descends ;  these  mats  extend  from  one  end  of  the  ship 
to  the  other,  and  their  lower  edges  rest  on  a  large  split 
bamboe,  so  that  all  the  water  which  falls  on  the  mats  dnia 
into  the  bamboe,  and  by  this,  as  a  trough^  is  conveyed  into 
a  jar;  and  this  method  of  supplying  their  water,  howevfr 
accidental  and  extraordinary  it  may  at  first  si^ht  appeVi 
hath  never  been  known  to  fail  them,  so  that  it  is  couudm 
for  them,  when  their  voyage  is  a  little  longer  than  usaalito 
fill  ail  theii^  water  jars  seveial  times  over. 

The  length  of  time  employed  in  this  passage,  so  much 
beyond  what  usually  occurs  in  any  other  navigation,  is  per- 
haps in  part  to  be  imputed  to  the  indolence  and  unskilfiil- 
ness  of  the  Spanish  sailors^  and  to  an  unnecessary  degree  of 
caution  and  concern  for  so  ri(*h  a  vessel :  For  it  is  said, thai 
they  never  set  their  main-sail  in  the  night,  and  often  lie  ij 
unnecessarily.  And  indeed  the  instructions  given  to  their 
captains  (which  I  have  seen)  seem  to  have  been  drawn  ap 
by  suci]  as  were  more  apprehensive  of  too  strong  a  gale, 
though  favourable,  than  of  the  inconveniences  and  inortir 
lity  attending  a  lingering  and  tedious  voyage ;  for  the  cap- 
tain is  particularly  ordered  to  make  his  passage  in  the 
latitude  of  30^  if  possible,  and  to  be  extremely  carcfil 
to  stand  no  farther  to  the  northward  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  getting  a  westerly  wind.  This^  accord- 
ing to  our  conceptions,  appears  to  be  a  very  absurd  reslrie* 
tion ;  since  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  in  the  higher 
latitudes  the  westerly  winds  are  much  steadier  and  brisker 
than  in  the  latitude  of  30*^ :  So  that  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  navigation  seems  liable  to  very  great  censure.    If  <■- 

flead 
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stead  of  steering  £.  N.  E.  into  the  latitode  of  thirty  odd 
degrees^  they  at  first  stood  N.E.,  or  even  still  more  nor- 
tberly>  into  the  latitude  of  40**  or  45^^  in  part  of  which  course 
the  trade-winds  would  greatly  assist  them,  I  doubt  not  they 
might  considerably  contract  their  voyage.  And  this  is  not 
merely  matter  of  speculation ;  for  I  am  credibly  informed, 
that  about  the  year  1721>  a  French  ship^  by  pursuing  this 
course,  ran  from  the  coast  of  China  to  the  valley  of  Van- 
deras  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  in  less  than  fifty  days:  Bqt 
it  was  said  that  this  ship,  notwithstanding  the  shortness  of 
her  passage,  suffered  prodigiously  by  the  scurvy,  so  that  she 
had  only  four  or  five  of  her  crew  left  when  she  arrived  in 
America. 

The  Manilla  ship  having  stood  so  far  to  the, northward 
as  to  meet  with  a  westerly  wind,  stretches  away  nearly  in 
the  same  latitude  it>r  the  coast  of  California  :  And  when 
she  has  run  into  the  longitude  of  96^  from  Cape  Espiritu 
Santo,  she  generally  meets  with  a  plant  floating  on  the  sea> 
which,  being  called  Porra  by  the  Spaniards,  is,  I  presume, 
a  species  of  sea-leek.  On  the  sight  of  this  plant  they  esteem 
themselves  sufficiently  near  the  Californian  shorcy  and  im 
mediately  stand  to  the  southward  ;  they  rely  so  much  on 
this  circumstance,  that  on  the  first  discovery  of  the  plant 
the  whole  ship's  company  cbaunt  a  solemn  Te  iJeum^ 
esteeming  the  difficulties  and  hazards  of  their  passage  to  be 
now  at  an  end ;  and  they  constantly  correct  their  longitude 
thereby,  without  ever  coming  within  sight  of  land,  till  they 
draw  near  its  southern  extremity. 

The  most  usual  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  galleon  at  Aca-^ 
pulco  is  towards  the  middle  of  January  :  But  this  naviga- 
tion is  so  uncertain,  that  she  sometimes  gets  in  a  month 
sooner,  and  at  other  times  has  been  detained,  at  sea  above 
a  month  longer.  The  port  of  Aeapuleo  is  by  much  the 
securest  and  finest  in  all  the  northern  parts  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  being,  as  it  were>  a  baspn  surrounded  by  very  high 
mountains :  But  the  town  is  a  most  wretched  place,  and 
extremely  unhealthy,  for  the  air  about  it  is  so  pent  up  by 
the  hills,  that  it  has  scarcely  any  circulation.  The  place  i» 
besides  destitute  of  fresh  water,  except  what  is  brought 
from  a  considerable  distance  ^  and  is  m  all  respects  so  in- 
convenient,  that  except  at  the  time  of  the  mart,  whilst  the 
Manilla  galleon  is  in  tne  port,  it  is  almost  deserted. 

When  the  galleon  arrives  in  this  port,  she  is  generally 
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moored  on  iU  western  side,  and  ber  cargo  is  deliTcred  uMi 
all  possible  expedition.  And  now  the  town  of  Acapnleo^ 
from  almost  a  solitude^  is  immediately  thronged  with  nuF 
chants  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Mexico;  Ihi 
cargo  being  landed  and  disposed  of,  the  silver  and  die  goodb 
intended  for  Manilla  are  taken  on  board,  together  with  pi»- 
visions  and  water,  and  the  ship  prepares  to  pat  to  sea  wkh 
the  utmost  expedition*  There  is  indeed  no  time  to  be  kit; 
for  it  is  an  express  order  to  the  captain  to  be  out  of  Ike 
port  of  Acapulco  on  his  return^  before  the  first  day  of  im^ 
U.S. 

The  principal  return  is  made  in  silver,  and  conseqncDdf 
the  rest  of  the  cargo  is  but  of  little  account;  the  otnerai- 
ticies,  besides  the  silver,  being  some  cochineal  and  a  fev 
sweetmeats,  the  produce  of  the  American  settlements^  to" 
gether  with  European  millinery  ware  for  the  womea  at 
Manilla,  and  some  Spanish  wines,  such  as  tent  and  shenji 
which  are  intended  for  the  use  of  their  priests  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  sacrament. 

This  difference  in  the  cargo  of  the  ship  to  and  horn 
Manilla,  occasions  a  very  remarkable  variety  in  the  mamicr 
of  equipping  the  ship  for  these  two  different  voyages.  For 
the  galleon,  when  she  sets  sail  from  Manilla^  being  deep 
laden  with  a  variety  of  bulky  goods,  has  not  the  conic^ 
niency  of  mounting  her  lower  tire  of  guns,  but  carries  them 
in  her  hold,  till  she  draws  near  Cape  St  Lucas,  and  is^ 
prehcnsive  of  an  enemy.  Her  hands  too  are  as  few  as  i! 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  ship,  that  she  may  bekv 
pestered  with  the  stowage  of  provisions.  But  on  her  R- 
turn  from  Acapulco,  as  her  cargo  lies  in  less  room,  ber 
lower  tire  is  (or  ought  to  be)  always  mounted  before  Jk 
leaves  the  port,  and  her  crew  is  augmented  with  a  supply  of 
sailors,  and  with  one  or  two  companies  of  foot,  which  aie 
intended  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Manilla.  And  there 
being  besides  many  merchants  who  take  their  passagie  to 
Manilla,  her  whole  number  of  hands  on  her  return  is  usuillf 
little  short  of  six  hundred,  all  which  are  easily  provided  ioTj 
by  reason  of  the  small  stowage  necessary  for  the  silver. 

The  galleon  being  thus  fitted  for  her  return,  the  captaifl, 
on  leaving  the  port  of  Acapulco,  steers  for  tbe  latitude  of 
iS^  or  14%  and  runs  on  that  parallel,  till  he  gets  sight  of 
the  island  of  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrones.  In  this  run  the 
capiuin  is  particularly  directed  to  be  careful  of  the  sboali 

of 
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of  St  Barlliolomew,  and  of  ibe  island  of  Gai parico.  He  it 
alio  told  in  bi&  instnicUonsy  that  to  prev<*rit  his  paiting  the 
Ladroues  in  tlie  dark,  there  are  nrdeni  i;iven  tlint,  through 
alt  the  month  of  June,  fire«  sliai)  be*  liglitcd  cTtrry  night  oo 
the  bigheti  part  of  Guam  and  Kota,  und  kept  in  tdl  the 
moroing. 

At  Guam  there  it  a  small  Spanish  gari ison,  puq>otely  ia- 
ieoded  lo  sccua*  that  place  for  the  refreshment  of  the  gal* 
leoo»  and  to  yield  her  all  the  aMistancc  in  their  powe& 
However,  the  danger  of  the  road  at  Guam  is  so  great,  thai 
tiKNigli  the  galleou  is  ordered  to  call  there,  yet  she  rarelj 
stajs  above  a  day  or  two,  but  getting  hi-r  water  and  refresh* 
nents  on  board  as  soon  as  |K>asiblc9»lie  steers  away  directly 
for  Cape  E»piritu  Santo,  on  the  island  of  SamaL  Here  the 
captain  it  again  ordered  to  look  out  for  kigunU;  and  he  b 
told,  that  ccntineU  if  ill  be  |M>kted  not  only  oo  that  Cape, 
but  likewise  in  ('ataoduaou*,  Uutusian,  liirriborongo.  alad 
<m  the  island  of  Batuu.  Tiiesc  i*cntiiicls  are  instructed  to 
make  a  tire  wlicn  they  discover  the  sihip.  wliich  the  captaia 
it  carefully  to  obsf:rve :  For  if.  alter  this  first  fire  is  extin* 
guithed,  he  perceives  that  four  or  more  arc  lighted  upagain, 
be  it  then  to  conc-ude  tliat  there  arc  enemies  on  thecoatl| 
and  on  this  he  is  immediately  to  endeavour  to  speak  with 
the  oentinel  oo  shore,  and  to  procure  from  him  more  parti* 
eolar  intelligence  of  tlieir  force,  and  of  the  station  they 
cniiie  in ;  pursuant  to  which,  he  is  to  regulate  hb  conduct, 
and  to  endeavour  to  gain  some  secure  port  amongst  those 
islands,  witliout  coming  in  sight  of  the  enemy ;  and  in  <»se 
he  should  be  discovered  when  in  port,  and  should  be  af^ 
prehensive  of  attack,  be  b  then  to  land  his  treasure,  and  to 
take  tome  of  his  artillery  on  thorc  for  its  defence,  not  ne- 
glecting to  send  frequent  and  particular  accounts  to  the  city 
of  Manilla  of  all  that  pnsses  But  if,  after  the  first  fire  oa 
shore,  the  captain  observes  that  two  othert  only  are  made 
by  the  centinels,  he  b  then  to  conclude,  that  there  is  nothing 
to  fear:  And  he  b  to  pursue  hit  course  without  interruption, 
awi  to  make  the  best  of  hit  way  to  the  port  of  Cabite,  which 

the  port  to  the  city  of  Manilla,  and  the  constant  station 
''the  ships  employed  in  this  commerce  to  Acapulco. 


Section 
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Ow  Oftm.t^tke  Port  of  JeapiUeofot  Oi  MmUla,Sii^ 

'  I  BAYS  already  mentioned,  that  the  retnra  of  ^oar  Kaigt 
from  the  port  of  Acapaico,  where  the  had  anrpripM  Uml 
aegro  Bshermen,  gave  ns  ioexpresMble  aatbfactioa^  aaiifl 
learnt  from  cor  priaonevs,  that  the  galleon  waa  liieii  fHH^ 
ring  to  put  to  sea,  and  that  her  departure  was  fixed/  W^M 
edict  of  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  the  14th  ofMmfdb^  ftjk 
that  ii»  to  the  8d  of  March,  accordine  to  our  feoiutanai;  - 
-  Having  8atiB6ed  ourselves  upon  this  hesd^  we  iod^gvl 
our  curiosity  in  enquiring  after  other  hewi;  when  ihe.fit' 
aoners  informed  us,  that  they  had  received  iQtieUigfeate'i( 
Acapnlco,  of  our  having  plundered  and  burnt  the  iSawft  || 
Baits ;  and  that,  on  this  occasion^  tlie  governor  of  Jyoi^ 
mlco  had  augmented  the  fortifications  of  the  jA^M,  idt 
nad  taken  several  precautions  to  prevent  us  from  miyipg  mi  : 
way  into  the  harbour ;  that  in  particular,  he  had  placJod'a 
guard  <Hi  the  island  which  lies  at  the  harbour^a  nidatfa^'  and 
that  this  guard  had  been  withdrawn  but  twy>  nights  befbm 
the  arriviu  of  our  barge :  So  that  had  the  barge  sucirceded 
in  her  first  attempt,  or  bad  she  arrived  at  the  port  the  second 
time  two  days  sooner,  she  could  scarcely  have  avoicied  ht* 
ing  seized  on,  or  if  slie  had  escaped,  it  must  have  been  widi 
the  loss  of  the  greatest  part  of  her  crew,  as  she  would  have 
been  under  the  fire  of  the  guards  before  she  had. known  her 
danger* 

Toe  withdrawine  of  this  guard  was  a  circumstance  that 
greatly  encouraged  us,  as  it  seemed  to  de^ionstrale,  not 
only  that  the  enemy  bad  not  as  yet  discovered  us,  but  like- 
wise that  they  bad  now  no  farther  apprehensions  of  our  vi- 
siting  their  coasts    Indeed  the  prisoners  assured  us,  that 
they  bad  no  knowledge  of  our  being  in  those  seas^  and  that 
they  had  therefore  flattered  themselves,  that,  in  the  km; 
interval  since  our  taking  of  Paita,  we  had  steered  anqlllilt: 
course^  But  we  did  not  consider  the  opinion  of  theae  aJi|j||i 
prisoners  so  authentic  a  proof  of  out  being  hitherto  Mil|  j 
cealed,  as  the  withdrawing  of  the  guard  from  the  harbiiiift^  J 
mouth,  which  being  the  action  of  the  governor,  wnti 
arguments  the  most  convincing,  as  he  might  bo 
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to  hsTe  inlelli^rnce,  wilh  which  the  mt  of  the  inhabitants 
were  unacqnamtrd. 

Salii&fied  therelttrr  that  we  were  undiftrovrrcfi,  nnd  that 

the  time  wo«  fixed  for  the  departure  of  the  callt-on  from 

AcmpolcOy  we  made  all  nece^sarv  preparations,  nnd  wailed 

with  the  utnK>^t  iinpatienci*  lor  thr  important  day.     A^i  this 

was  the  Sd  ol  Mnrch,  and  it  wa<i  the  \\)i\\  uf  Fi  hrnary  when 

the  t>ari;e  returned  and  brought  \\s  our  in tol licence,   the 

eommodce  rcnolvrd  to  c*ontinue  the  greatest  p.irt  ot*  the 

intermediate  time  on  hin  preMnt  station,  to  the  westward  of 

Acapulco,  cfinreivin;^  that  in  thi<i  situation  there  would  be 

lea  dan|»er  of  Ins  \h:u\j.  seen  from  the  shore,  which  was  the 

only  circumstance  that  could  deprive  us  of  the  immense 

treiuore,  on  which  wt-  had  at  presient  so  eagerly  fixed  our 

thcMlkchta.       Uunng    this    intervnl,  we  were   employed    in 

acnibbing  and  cIcdnMii;^  our  *iiiip^,  in  bringing  them  into 

their  most  advanta;;!«ous  trim,  and  in  reguiatinir  the  orders, 

sisnali,  and  stations  to  lie  oi 'Served,  when  we  iihouJd  arrive 

off  Acapuico,  and  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  galleon 

•boald  draw  nii^h. 

On  the  firtft  of  March,  we  made  the  high  lanc!t,  usually 
called  the  paps  over  Acapuico,  nnd  cot  with  ail  possible 

aieditioo  into  the  situation  prcsciibecTby  the  ci>mniodore*s 
era.  Ilie  distribution  of  our  squadron  on  this  occiuion, 
both  for  the  intcrceptin:;  the  galleon,  and  for  the  avoiding 
a  discovery  from  the  shore,  was  »o  very  judicious,  tliat  it 
well  merits  to  be  distinctly  described. 

The  Centurion  brought  the  p:ips  over  the  harbour  to  bear 
N.  N.  E.,  at  fifteen  league*  distance,  which  was  a  sufhcient 
offing  to  prevent  our  being  seen  by  the  enemy,  i'o  the 
westward  of  the  Centurion  there  was  stationed  theCarmelo, 
aad  to  the  eastward  were  the  Tryal  prize^  the  Ciloucetter^ 
aod  the  Carmin  :  These  were  all  ranged  in  a  circular  line, 
and  each  ship  was  three  leagues  distant  from  the  next ;  so 
that  the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin,  which  were  the  two  ex- 
tremes, were  twelve  leagues  di&tant  from  each  other  :  And 
as  the  galleon  couhl,  without  doubt,  be  discerned  at  six 
kiagnn  distance  from  cither  extremity^  the  whole  sweep  of 
our  aqaadron,  within  which  nothing  could  pass  undiscovered, 
at  least  twenty-four  leagues  in  extent;  and  yet  we  were 
connected  by  our  signals,  as  to  be  easily  and  speedily  in* 
of  what  was  seen  in  any  part  of  the  line  :  And,  to 
this  disposition  still  more  complete,  and  to  prevent 

even 
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even  the  possibility  of  the  galleon's  escaping  ns  in  the  nUi| 
the  two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Centurion  and  the  gK 
ceater  were  both  manned  and  sent  in  shore;  and  wenail^«.j 
dered  to  lie  all  day  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  ki 
from  the  entrance  of  the  port^  where  they  could  not 
sibly  be  discovered  ;  but  they  were  directed  in  the 
stand  nearer  to  the  harboui'^s  mouth,  and  as  the  light 
morning  came  on,  to  return  back  again  to  their  dav-f^gif' 
When  the  cutters  should  first  discover  the  Manilla  ioif^pr^ 
of  them  was  to  return  to  the  squadron,  and  to  make»  ^ 
nal,  whether  the  galleon  stood  to  the  eastward  or 
westward ;  whilst  the  other  was  to  follow  the 
distance,  and  if  it  grew  dark,  to  direct  the  squadron 
chacCj  by  shewing  false  fires. 

Besides  the  care  we  had  taken  to  prevent  the  galle 
passing  us  unobserved,  we  had  not  been  inattentife 
means  of  engaging  her  to  advantage,  when  we 
with  her:  For,  considering  the  thinness  of  our  haiidA> 
the  vaunting  accounts  given  by  the  Spaniards  of 
her  guns,  and  her  strength,  this  was  a  consideratioocv 
be  neglected.  As  we  supposed  that  none  of  our  shcC 
the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucester  were  capable  a^> 
alongside  of  her,  we  took  on  board  the  Centurion 
hands  belonging  to  the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin, 
what  were  just  sufficient  to  navigate  those  ships ; 
tain  Saunders  was  ordered  to  send  from  the  Tryal  pf^c^  ^ 
Englishmen,  and  as  many  negroes,  to  reinforce  the  ^^ot 
the  Gloucester.  For  the  encouragement  of  our  mc  jf^ 
we  promised  them,  that  on  their  gocNd  behaviour  the^^^rijy 
all  bave  their  freedom  ;  and  as  they  had  been  Bimo^ma^^ 
day  trained  to  the  management  of  the  great  guos  4r^ 
two  preceding  months,  they  were  very  well  quaHS^s^^^ 
of  service  to  us ;  and  from  their  hopes  of  liberty,  Bodk^ 
turn  for  the  usage  they  had  met  with  amoo^  01^  tkm 
seemed  disposed  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  ofl^  Mki, 
power.  flif^ 

Being  thus  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  galleoi^«  I V 
expected,  with  the  utmost  impatience,  the  so-oAcd-Mi  I^ 
tioned  third  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  her  dqwte  IS 
And  on  that  day  we  were  all  of  us  most  eagerly  eomedii  t\ 
looking  out  towards  Acapulco ;  and  we  were  so  strangdjp  I  j|^ 
possessed  with  the  certainty  ol'  our  intelligence,  and  wikm  1^ 
assurance  of  her  coming  out  of  port^  that  some  or  other  of  ■  I  <^ 

wen  ■  *■ 
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instantly  imagining  they  discovered  one  of  onr  cutters 
ling  with  a  signal.  Bnt^  to  oor  extreme  vexation,  both 
ly  and  the  succeeding  night  passed  without  any  news 
galleon  :  However^  we  did  not  yet  despair^  but  were 
trtily  disposed  to  flatter  ourselves^  that  some  unfore* 
c?cident  had  intervened^  which  might  have  put  off  her 
ore  for  a  few  days ;  and  suggestions  of  this  kind  oc- 
in  plenty^  as  we  knew  that  the  time  fixed  by  the 
''  /or  her  sailing  was  often  prolonged  on  the  petition 
3ierchants  of  Mexico.  Thus  we  kept  up  our  hopes^ 
I  not  abate  of  our  vigilance ;  and  as  the  7th  of  March 
nday  the  beginning  of  Passion-week^  which  is  ob-» 
by  the  Papists  with  great  strictness^  and  a  total  ce9* 
r«m  all  kinds  of  labour^  so  that  no  ship  is  permitted 
^mit  of  port  during  the  whole  week,  this  quieted  our 
s:Kisions  for  some  days,  and  disposed  us  not  to  expect 
^^on  till  the  week  following.  On  the  Friday  in  this 
ft  X  cutters  returned  to  us,  the  officers  being  very  con* 
tiat  the  galleon  was  still  in  port,  and  that  she  could 
^ibly  have  come  out  but  they  must  have  seen  her. 
lAf  onday  morning  succeeding  Passion«week,  that  is, 
I.  5lh  of  Marchj  the  cutters  were  again  dispatched  to 
d  station,  and  our  hopes  were  once  more  indulged  in 
oine  prepossessions  as  before ;  but  in  a  week's  time 
S^erness  was  greatly  abated,  and  a  general  dejection 
^poudency  took  place.  It  is  true,  there  were  some 
ongst  us  who  still  kept  up  their  spirits,  and  were  very 
^vs  in  finding  out  reasons  to  satisfy  themselves,  that 
Appointment  had  been  occasioned  by  a  casual  delay 
galleon,  which  a  few  days  would  remove,  and  not  by 
suspension  of  her  departure  for  the  whole  season  : 
kese  speculations  were  not  relished  by  the  generality 
people ;  for  they  were  persuaded  that  the  enemy  bad, 
le  accident,  discovered  our  being  upon  the  coast,  and 
erefore  laid  an  embargo  on  the  galleon  till  the  next 
And  indeed  this  persuasion  was  but  too  well  founded; 
afterwards  learnt,  that  our  barge,  when  s^it  on  the 
ery  of  the  port  of  Acapulco,  bad  been  seen  from  the 
;  and  diat  this  circumstance  (no  embarkations  but 
I  ever  frequenting  that  coast)  was  to  them  a  sufficient 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  our  squadron ;  on  which 
topped  the  galleon  till  the  succeeding  year, 
commodore  himself,  though  he  declared  not  his  opi- 

nioD, 
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nion,  was  yet  in  his  own  thonghtSTery  apprehcDiivetibit 
V9C  were  discovered,  and  that  the  departure  of  the  gilhw 
was  put  ofV;  and  he  had^  in  consequence  of  this  opiiiHi^ 
formed  a  plan  for  possessing  himself  of  Acapolco;  fork 
had  no  doubt  that  the  treasure  remained  in  the  town,  thoak 
the  orders  for  dispatching  the  galleon  were  countennandep 
His  scheme  was  formed  on  a  supposition  that  thegdn 
was  detained  till  the  next  year ;  but  as  this  was  a  mBttarf 
opinion  only,  and  not  founded  on  intelligence,  and  ih&t 
was  a  possibility  that  she  might  still  pat  to  seainaAoH 
time,  the  commodore  thought  it  prudent  to  contioielii 
cruise  upon  this  station,  as  long  as  the  necessary  atteatiii 
to  his  stores  of  wood  and  water,  and  to  the  convenient  i» 
son  for  his  future  passage  to  China,  would  give  him  km; 
and  therefore,  as  the  cutters  had  been  ordered  toiowi 
before  Acapulco  till  the  23d  of  March,  the  squadraott 
not  change  its  position  till  that  day;  when  the  cntleniil 
appearing,  we  were  in  some  pain  for  them,  appreheodim 
they  might  have  suffered  either  from  the  enemy  or  thev» 
ther ;  but  we  were  relieved  from  our  concern  the  nezliM» 
ing,  when  we  discovered  them,  thoush  at  a  great  diitMB 
and  to  the  leeward  of  the  squadron  :  We  bore  downtothca 
and  took  them  up,  and  were  informed  by  them,  that, 


formable  to  their  orders,  they  had  left  their  station  the^ 
before,  without  having  seen  any  thing  of  the  galleon;  m 
we  found,  that  the  reason  of  their  being  so  far  to  the  let 
ward  of  us  was  a  strong  current,  which  had  driven  the  wye 
squadron  to  windward. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  this  prolongation  of  our  cfW 
was  a  very  prudent  measure,  and  afforded  us  no  coateiBflH 
ble  chance  of  seizing  the  treasure,  on  which  we  had  soWf 
fixed  our  thoughts.  For  it  seems,  after  the  embargo  m 
laid  on  the  galleon,  the  persons  principally  interested  in  Ae 
cargo  sent  several  expresses  to  Mexico,  to  beg  that  ik 
might  still  bo  permitted  to  depart:  Foraslhey  knew,bjtk 
accounts  sent  from  Paita,  that  we  had  not  more  than  tkm 
hundred  men  in  all,  they  insisted  that  there  was  nothing li 
be  feared  from  us ;  for  that  the  galleon  (carrying  ablic 
twice  as  many  hands  as  our  whole  squadron)  wooM  k 
greatly  au  overmatch  for  us.    Though  the  viceroy  wuif 

fleubki 

^  It  it)  unnecessary  to  detail  tliis  plan,  at,  for  sufficient  renooi  0i9 
discovered,  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  executed.*— £. 
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fiteible ;  yet^  on  this  representation,  she  was  kept  ready  for 
tlie  sea  for  near  three  weeks  after  the  first  order  came  to 
detain  her. 

;  When  we  bad  taken  up  the  cutters^  all  the  ships  being 
joined^  the  commodore  made  a  signal  to  speak  with  their 
tomifianders  \  and  upon  enquiry  into  the  stock  of  fresh  wa^ 
ter  remaining  on  board  the  squadron^  it  was  found  to  be  so 
^rery  slender^  that  we  were  under  a  necessity  of  quitting  our 
station  to  procure  a  fresh  supply.  It  was  agreed^  that  the 
jharbour  of  Seguatanieo  or  Chequetan  being  the  nearest  to 
iis^  was^  on  that  account^  the  most  eligible ;  it  was  therefore 
immediately  resolved  to  make  the  best  of  oor  way  thither : 
And  that^  even  while  we  were  recruiting  our  water^  we  might 
not  abandon  our  views  upon  the  galleon^  which  perhaps,  up- 
on certain  intelligence  or  our  ship  being  employed  at  Cheque- 
tettj  might  venture  to  slip  out  to  sea ;  our  cutter^  under  the 
lecnnmand  of  Mr  Hughes,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tryal  prize, 
was  ordered  to  cruise  off  the  port  of  Acapulco  for  twenty* 
four  days,  that  if  the  galleon  snould  set  sail  in  that  interval, 
we  mignt  be  speedily  informed  of  it.  In  pursuance  of  these 
resolutions  we  endeavoured  to  ply  to  the  westward,  to  gain 
our  intended  port,  but  were  often  interrupted  in  our  pro- 
!gress  by  calms  and  adverse  currents  :  In  these  intervals  we 
employed  ourselves  in  taking  out  the  most  valuable  part  of 
the  cargoes  of  the  Carmelo  and  Carmin  prizes,  which  two 
^abips  we  intended  to  destroy  as  soon  as  we  had  tolerably 
cleared  them.  By  the  first  of  April  we  were  so  far  advan- 
ced towards  Segualaneo,  that  we  thought  it  expedient  to 
send  out  two  boats,  that  they  might  range  along  the  coast, 
and  discover  the  watering-place;  they  were  gone  some  days, 
end  our  water  being  now  very  short,  it  was  a  particular  fe- 
licity to  us  that  we  met  with  daily  supplies  of  turtle,  for  bad 
-we  been  entirely  confined  to  salt  provisions,  we  must  have 
saffered  extremely  in  so  warm  a  climate.  Indeed  our  pre- 
sent circumstances  were  sufficiently  alarming,  and  gave  the 
most  considerate  amongst  us  as  much  concern  as  any  of  the 
numerous  perils  we  bad  hitherto  encountered ;  for  our  boats^ 
as  we  conceived  by  their  not  returning,  had  not  as  yet  dis- 
{Covered  a  place  proper  to  water  at,  and  by  the  leakage  of 
oor  cask  and  other  accidents,  we  had  not  ten  days  water  on 
■board  the  whole  squadron  9  so  that  from  the  known  difficul- 
ty of  procuring  water  on  this  coast,  and  the  little  reliance 
we  had  on  the  Buccaneer  writers,  (the  only  guides  we  had 
TOL.  XI.  ^  d'  to 
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to  trust  to)  we  were  apprehensive  of  being  soon  ezpdi6d  lb 
a  calamity^  the  most  terrible  of  any  in  the  long  dibheBrteikv 
ing  catalogue  of  the  distresses  of  a  sea^farine  afe.    . 

But  these  gloomy  suggestions  were  soon  happily  ended; 
for  our  boats  returned  on  the  5th  of  April,  having  diaeova> 
ed  a  place  proper  for  our  purpose,  about  seven  miles  to  die 
westward  of  the  rocks  of  Seguataneo,  which,  by  the  descri^ 
lion  they  gave  of  it,  appear^  to  be  the  port  called  by  Dam** 
pier  the  harbour  of  Chequetan.  They  were  ordered  out 
aeain  the  next  day,  to  sound  the  harbour  and  its  entranee, 
which  they  had  represented  as  very  narrow.  At  thor  i^ 
turn  they  reported  the  place  to  be  free  from  any  danger; 
so  that  on  the  7th  we  stood  in,  and  that  evening caine  torn 
anchor  in  eleven  fathom.  The  Gloucester  came  to  anifr 
chor  at  the  same  time  with  us ;  but  the  Camelo  and  the 
Carmin  having  fallen  to  leeward,  theTryal  prize  was  ordefr 
ed  to  join  them,  and  to  bring  them  in,  which  in  two  or  thne . 
days  she  eflected. 


Section  XXIL 

A  sfiort  Account  of  Chequetan,  and  of  the  adjacent  Coast  tad 

Country. 

The  haibour  of  Cheguetan  lies  in  the  latitude  of  17*36' 
N.  and  is  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Acapulco. 
It  is  easy  to  be  discovered  by  any  ship  that  will  keep  well 
in  with  the  land,  especially  by  such  as  range  down  coast 
from  Acapulco^  and  will  attend  to  the  following  particulars. 

There  is  a  beach  of  sand  which  extends  eighteen  leagaei 
from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  to  the  westward^  against 
which  the  sea  breaks  with  such  violence  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  land  in  any  part  of  it ;  but  yet  the  ground  is  so  clean, 
that  ships,  in  the  fair  season,  may  anchor  in  great  safety  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the  shore.  The  land  ad- 
jacent to  this  beach  is  generally  low,  full  of  villages,  and 
planted  with  a  great  number  of  trees;  and  on  the  tope  of 
some  small  eminencies  there  are  several  look-out  towen^io 
that  the  face  of  the  country  affords  a  very  agreeable  ppoi- 
pect :  For  the  cultivated  part,  which  is  the  part  he^ede80I^ 
bed,  extends  some  leagues  back  from  the  snore,  and  thejpfc 
appears  to-be  bounded  by  the  chain  of  monatains^ 4rtM 
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alrelch  to  a  considerable  disUnce  oo  eitkei  tide  of  Acapol* 
c«K  It  is  a  mott  remarkable  particularilv,  thai  ia  this  whole 
extent,  being,  as  batli  been  mentioned,  eighteen  leagues, 
BDd  containing,  in  appearance,  the  most  populous  and  besi 
planted  district  of  the  whole  coast,  there  should  be  neither 
oanoet,  boats,  nor  any  other  embarkations  either  for  fishing, 
coaitinff,  or  for  pleasure. 

The  beach  here  described  is  the  surest  guide  for  finding 
ibe  harbour  of  Chcquetan ;  for  five  miles  to  the  westward 
of  the  extremity  of  tliis  beach  there  appears  a  hummock, 
which  at  fint  makes  like  an  island,  and  is  in  sliape  not  veir 
wnlike  the  hill  of  Pelaplan,  hereafter  mentioned,  though 
j90gK  smaller.  Three  miles  to  the  westward  of  this  buro- 
k  is  a  white  rock  lying  uc:ir  the  shore,  which  cannot 
ilj  be  passed  by  unobserved ;  it  is  about  two  cables  length 
fiom  the  land,  and  lies  in  a  large  bay  about  nine  leagues 
over.  The  westward  point  of  this  bay  is  the  hill  of  Petap- 
lao.  This  hill,  like  the  forementioned  hummock,  may  be  at 
fint  mistaken  for  an  island,  though  it  be,  in  reality,  a  pe- 
ninsola,  which  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  low  and  nar- 
row isthmus,  covered  over  with  shrubs  and  small  trees.  The 
bay  of  Seguataneo  extends  from  ttiis  hill  a  great  way  to  the 
westwani ;  and  at  n  siuhII  distance  from  the  hill,  and  oppo- 
site lo  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  tliere  is  an  assemblage  of 
rocks,  which  are  white,  from  the  excrcment»of  biK>bies  and 
tropical  birds.  Four  of  thex  rocks  arc  high  and  large,  and, 
l0|^ther  with  several  other  smaller  ones,  are,  by  the  help  of  u 
lillle  imagination,  pretended  to  resemble  the  form  of  a  cross, 
BDd  are  called  the  White  Friars.  These  rocks  bear  W.  by 
BL  from  Petaplan,  and  about  seven  miles  to  the  westward 
of  them  lies  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  which  is  still  more 
soinntely  distinguished  by  a  large  and  single  rock,  that  rises 
ootof  tUe  water  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  its  entrance, 
a^d  beais  S.  i  W.  from  the  middle  of  it' 

t*bese  are  the  infallible  marks  by  which  the  harbour  of 
Chequetan  may  be  known  to  tltose  who  keep  well  in  with 
t|ie  land ;  and  1  must  add,  tliat  the  coast  is  no  ways  to  be 
^tveiuled  from  the  middle  of  October  to  the  beginning  of 
MVf  oor  is  there  then  any  dun^:;cr  from  the  winds,  though  in 
|bf$.rflBaiaing  part  of  the  year  there  are  frequent  ana  vio- 
.1:^   .  leot 
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lent  tOTQadoes^  heavy  rainsj  and  hard  gales,  in  all  direcdoai 
of  the  compass.  But  as  to  those  who  keep  at  any  cododdlb 
able  distance  from  the  coast,  there  is  no  other  method  IdM 
taken  by  them  for  finding  this  harbour  than  that  of  iiiildi| 
it  by  its  latitude ;  for  there  are  so  many  ranges  of  inimnlMi 
rising  one  upon  the  back  of  another  within  land^  thrt  U 
drawings  of  the  appearance  of  the  coast  can  be  at  all  diN 
pendcd  on  when  off  at  sea,  for  every  little  change  of  fr 
tance,  or  variation  of  position,  brings  new  moontainiil 
view,  and  produces  an  infinity  of  different  prospects,  whick 
would  render  all  attempts  of  delineating  ttie  aspect  of  Ht 
coast  impossible. 

The  harbour  is  environed  on  all  sides,  except  to  thevO^ 
ward,  with  high  mountains  overspread  with  trees.  The  pi^ 
sage  into  it  is  very  safe  on  either  side  of  the  rock  that  b 
off  the  mouth  of  it,  though  we^  both  in  coming  in  and  gong 
out,  left  it  to  the  eastward.  The  ground  without  theki^ 
hour  is  gravel  mixed  with  stones,  but  within  it  is  soft  mi: 
And  it  must  be  remembered,  that  in  coming  toan  anchori 
good  allowance  should  be  made  for  a  large  swell,  which  h* 
quently  causes  a  great  send  of  the  sea ;  as  likewise  forik 
ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  which  we  observed  tok 
about  five  feet,  and  that  it  set  nearly  E.  and  W. 

The  watering-place  had  the  appearance  of  a  large  stan^ 
in^  lake,  without  any  visible  outlet  into  the  sea,  from  whidi 
it  is  separated  by  a  part  of  the  strand.  The  origin  of  tUi 
lake  is  a  spring,  that  bubbles  out  of  the  ground  near  hiifs 
mile  within  the  country.  We  found  the  water  a  little  biBck- 
ish,  but  more  considerably  so  towards  the  sea-side^  forik 
nearer  we  advanced  towards  the  spring-head,  the  sofkemd 
fresher  it  proved  :  This  laid  us  under  a  necessity  of  fiUingil 
our  casks  from  the  furthest  part  of  the  lake,  and  occasiow 
us  some  trouble,  and  would  have  proved  still  more  difficrit 
had  it  not  been  for  our  particular  management,  which,  ftr 
the  conveniency  of  it,  deserves  to  be  recommended  iod 
who  shall  hereafter  water  at  this  place.  Our  method  cfl^ 
sisted  in  making  use  of  canoes  which  drew  but  little  water; 
for,  loading  them  with  a  number  of  small  casks,  they  eidf 
got  up  the  lake  to  the  spring-head,  and  the  small  casks  k^ 
ing  there  filled,  were  in  the  same  manner  transported  bsck 
again  to  the  beach,  where  some  of  our  hands  always  attead- 
ed  to  start  them  into  other  casks  of  a  larger  size. 

Though  this  lake^  during  our  continuance  there,  nppear- 
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ed  to  have  no  outlet  into  the  sea>  yet  there  is  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  in  the  wet  season  it  overflows  the  strand^  and  com 
municates  with  the  ocean ;  for  Dampier^  who  was  formerly 
here^  speaks  of  it  as  a  large  river.  Indeed^  there  must  be  a 
very  great  body  of  water  amassed  before  the  lake  can  rise 
high  enough  to  overflow  the  strand^  for  the  neighbouring 
country  is  so  low^  that  great  part  of  it  must  be  covered  with 
water  before  it  can  run  put  over  the  beach. 
:  As  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood^  particularly  the 
tract  which  we  have  already  described^  appeared  to  be  well 
peopled  and  cultivated,  we  hoped  thence  to  have  procured 
iresa  provision  and  other  refreshments  which  we  stood  in 
need  of.  With  this  view^  the  morning  after  we  came  to  an 
anchor,  the  commodore  ordered  a  party  of  forty  men,  well 
armedj  to  march  into  the  country,  and  to  endeavour  to  dis^ 
cover  some  town  or  village,  where  they  were  to  attempt  a 
correspondence  with  the  inhabitants;  for  we  doubted  not,  if 
we  could  have  any  intercourse  with  them,  but  that  by  pre-, 
flcnts  of  some  of  the  coarse  merchandise,  with  which  our 
prizes  abounded  (which,  though  of  little  consequence  to  us^ 
would  to  them  be  extremely  valuable,)  we  should  allure  them 
to  furnish  us  with  whatever  fruits  or  fresh  provisions  were 
in  their  power.  Our  people  were  directed  on  this  occasion 
to  proceed  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  and  to  make 
as'iittle  ostentation  of  hostility  as  possible  ;  for  we  were  sen- 
sible that  we  could  meet  with  no  wealth  here  worth  our  no* 
tiee,  and  that  what  necessaries  we  really  wanted  we  should 
in  all  probability  be  better  supplied  with  by  an  open  amica- 
ble traffic^  than  by  violence  and  force 'of  arms.  But  this 
endeavour  of  opening  an  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants 

E roved  ineffectual,  for  towards  evening,  the  party  which  had 
een  ordered  to  march  into  the  country,  returned  greatly 
fatigued  with  their  unusual  exercise,  and  some  of  them  so 
far  spent  as  to  have  fainted  by  the  way,  and  to  be  obliged 
to  be  brought  back  upon  the  shoulders  of  their  companions. 
They  had  marched  in  all,  as  they  conceived,  about  ten 
miles^  in  a  beaten  road,  where  they  often  saw  the  fresh  dung 
of  horses  or  mules.  When  they  had  got  about  five  miles 
fr^m  the  harbour,  the  road  divided  between  the  mountains 
into  two  branches,  one  running  to  the  east  and  thie  other  to 
the  west.  After  some  deliberation  about  the  course  they 
should  take,  they  agreed  to  pursue  the  eastern  road,  which, 
when  they  bad  followed  for  some  time^  led  them  at  once 

into 
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into  a  large  plain  or  savannah  ;  on  one  side  of  which  ibej 
discovered  a  centinel  on  horseback  with  a  pistol  in  bis  hand : 
It  was  suppwed  that  when  they  first  saw  him  he  Wat  ade», 
but  his  horse  startled  at  the  glittering  of  their  armSi  cudi 
turning  round  suddenigr^  rode  off  with  his  master^  who  wu 
▼erj  near  being  unhorsed  in  the  surprise^  but  he. recovered 
his  seatj  and  escaped  witli  the  loss  of  his  hat  and  his  pistoli 
which  he  dropped  on  the  ground.  Our  people  ran  after 
him^  in  hopes  of  discovering  some  village  or  habitation,  bat 
as  he  had  the  advantage  of  being  on  horseback,  they  sooD 
lost  sight  of  him.  However,  they  were  unwilling  to  come 
back  without  making  some  discovery,  and  therefore' still 
followed  the  track  they  were  in ;  but  the  heat  of  the  day  In" 
creasing,  and  finding  no  water  to  quench  their  thirst,  tbef 
were  first  obliged  to  nalt,  and  then  resolved  to  retnm ;  jfor, 
as  they  saw  no  signs  of  plantations  or  cultivated  land,  they 
had  jio  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  any  village  or  set- 
tlement near  them  :  But,  to  leave  no  means  untried  of  pro- 
curing some  intercourse  with  the  people,  the  officers  stock 
up  several  poles  in  the  road,  to  which  were  affixed  declarar 
tions,  written  in  Spanish,  encouraging  the  inhabitants  to 
come  down  to  the  harbour  and  to  traffic  with  us,  giving  the 
strongest  assurances  of  a  kind  reception,  and  faitnful  pay- 
ment for  any  provisions  they  should  bring  us.  This-  was 
doubtless  a  very  prudent  measure,  but  it  produced  no  ef- 
fect ;  for  we  never  saw  any  of  them  during  the  whole  time 
of  our  continuance  at  this  port  of  Chequetan.  But  had  our 
men,  upon  the  division  of  the  path,  taken  the  western  road 
instead  of  the  eastern,  it  would  soon  have  led  them  to  a  vil- 
lage or  town,  which,  in  some  Spanish  manuscripts,  is  men- 
tioned as  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port,  and  which 
we  afterwards  learnt  was  not  above  two  miles  from  that 
turning. 

And  on  this  occasion  I  cannot  help  mentioning  another 
adventure  which  happened  to  some  of  our  people  in  the  bay 
of  Petaplan,  as  it  may  help  to  give  the  reaaer  a  just  ideacx 
the  temper  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  world. 
Some  time  after  our  arrival  at  Chequetan,  Lieutenant  Brett 
was  sent  by  the  commodore,  with  two  of  our  boats  under 
his  command,  to  examine  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  parti- 
cularly to  make  observations  on  the  bay  and  watering-place 
of  Petaplan.  As  Mr  Brett  with  one  of  the  boats  was  prepft* 
ring  to  go  on  shore  towards  the  hill  of  Petaplan^  he,  acciq 
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dentally  lookini;  acrott  the  baj,  perceived,  oo  the  opposite 
sinnd,  three  imnli  squadrons  of  hone  parading  upon  the 
beachy  and  seeming  to  advance  towards  the  pl.'urc  where  he 
proposed  to  land.  On  sight  of  this  he  immediately  put  off 
the  boatf  though  he  had  but  sixteen  men  with  iiini,  and 
stood  over  the  hny  towards  them  ;  and  he  soon  came  near 
enough  to  perceive  that  they  were  mounted  on  very  sigbtlj 
iMmeSy  and  were  armed  witli  carbines  and  lances.    Un  see- 

ahim  make  towards  them  they  formed  upon  the  lieach^ 
seemed  resolved  to  dispute  his  landing,  firing  several 
distant  shot  at  him  as  he  drew  near ;  till  at  last,  ihe  boat  be* 
ing  arrived  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  most  advan* 
erd  squadron,  M  r  Hrett  ordered  his  people  to  fire,  upon  which 
Ibis  resolute  cavalry  instantly  ran  in  great  confusion  into  tbc 
wood.  In  this  precipitate  flight  one  ojf  their  horses  fell  dowa 
and  threw  his  rider ;  hut  whether  be  was  wounded  or  not  we 
coald  not  learn,  for  liolh  man  and  horse  soon  got  up  agajD» 
and  followed  the  rest.  In  the  mean  time  the  other  two 
sqaadroos,  who  were  drawn  op  at  a  great  distance  bebind» 
eat  of  the  reach  of  our  shot,  were  calm  spectators  of  tiie  rout 
ef  tbeir  comrades ;  for  they  had  halted  on  our  first  approach* 
and  never  advanced  afterwards.  It  was,  doubtless,  torlunate 
for  our  people  that  the  enemy  acted  with  so  little  prudence, 
and  exerted  so  little  spirit,  for  had  they  concealed  them* 
selves  till  our  men  had  landed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  but  the 
whole  IxNit's  crew  must  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  since  the 
Spaniards  were  not  much  short  of  two  hundred  in  number. 
However,  the  discovery  of  so  considerable  a  force  collected 
in  this  bay  of  I'etaplan,  obliged  us  constantly  to  keep  a 
boat  or  two  before  it ;  for  we  were  apprehensive  tliat  the 
cntler,  which  we  had  left  to  cmisc  off  Acapuico,  might,  on 
her  retom,  be  surprised  by  the  enemy,  if  she  did  not  receive 
timely  information  of  her  danger. 

After  our  unsuccessful  attempt  to  engage  the  people  of 
the  country  to  furnish  us  with  the  necessaries  we  wanted, 
we  were  obli^d  to  l>e  contented  with  what  we  could  pro- 
core  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port.  We  caught  fish  here 
in  tolerable  quantities,  especially  when  the  smootlmess  of 
water  permitted  us  to  hale  the  seyne.  Amongst  the  rest, 
got  here  cavallies,  breams,  mullets,  soles,  fiddle-fish,  sea 
Mgn  and  lobsters ;  and  here,  and  in  no  other  place,  met 
mil  Chat  extraordinary  fish  called  the  Torpedo,  or  numb- 
tag  fish,  wbich  is  in  shape  very  like  the  fiddle-fish,  and  is 

not 
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not  to  be  known  from  it  but  by  a  brown  circolar  spot  of 
about  the  bigness  of  a  crown-piece  near  the  centre  of  ib 
back;  perhaps  its  figure  will  be  better  understood  wheal 
say  it  is  a  flat  fish,  much  resembling  the  thorn-back.  TUi 
fish  is  of  a  most  singular  nature,  productive  of  the  Blnogttl 
effects  on  the  human  body ;  for  whoever  handles  it^  orluf- 
pens  even  to  set  his  foot  upon  it^  is  presently  seized  witha 
numbness  all  over  himy  but  more  distinguishable  in  that  link 
which  was  in  immediate  contact  with  it.  The  same  efleefc 
too,  will  be,  in  some  degree,  produced  by  touching  the  U 
with  any  thing  held  in  the  hand;  for  I  myself  had  a 
derable  degree  of  numbness  conveyed  to  my  right 
through  a  walking  cnne^  which  I  rested  on  the  booy  of  Ae 
fish  for  some  time,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  1  should  hue 
been  much  more  sensibly  aifected  had  not  the  fish  been  nor 
expiring  when  1  made  Uic  experiment :  For  it  is  obserfiUi 
that  this  influence  acts  with  most  vigour. when  the  fiih  ii 
first  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  entirely  ceases  when  itb 
dead,  so  that  it  may  be  then  handled,  or  even  eaten,  with- 
out any  inconvenience.  I  shall  only  add  that  the  numbooi 
of  my  arm  on  this  occasion  did  not  go  off  on  a  sudden,  m 
the  accounts  of  some  naturalists  gave  me  reason  to  expect, 
but  diminished  gradually,  so  that  I  had  some  sensation  of  it 
remaining  till  the  next  day. 

To  the  account  given  of  the  fish  we  met  with  here,  I  most 
add,  that  though  turtle  now  grew  scarce,  and  we  met  with 
none  in  this  harbour  of  Chequelan,  yet  our  boats^  which,  as 
I  iiave  mentioned,  were  stationed  oft  Petaplan,  often  suppli- 
ed  us  therewith;  and  though  this  was  a  food  that  we  oad 
now  been  so  long  as  it  were  confined  to,  (for  it  was  the  onlf 
fresh  provisions  which  we  had  tasted  for  near  six  monthi,) 
yet  wc  were  far  from  being  cloyed  with  it,  or  finding  that 
the  relish  we  had  of  it  nt  all  diminished. 

Tlie  animals  we  met  with  on  shore  were  principally  n* 
anos,  with  wliich  the  country  abounds,  and  whicn  are  of 
some  reckoned  delicious  food.  We  saw  no  beasts  of  jp«9 
heio.  except  alligators,  several  of  which  our  people  diaoih 
vered,  but  none  of  them  very  large.  However,  we  were  a* 
lisHed  there  were  tygers  in  the  woods,  thoueh  none  of  ibea 
came  in  sight;  for  we  every  morning  found  the  beach ncaff 
the  watering-place  imprinted  with  their  footsteps :  But  wt 
never  appi*ehended  any  mischief  from  tlieoij  for  they  are  If 
no  means  so  fierce  as  the  Asiatic  or  African  tyger^  and  nc 

xurff 


I 

CHAP.  XIV*  8XCT,  XXIII.     Copiam  Amom*  4M 

nrely^  if  ever^  known  to  attack  mankind.  Birds  were  in 
sofficient  plenty^  especially  pheasants  ofdifferent  kinds^  some 
of  them  of  an  uncommon  size^  but  they  were  veiy  dry  and 
tasteless  food.  Besides  these  we  had  a  variety  of  smaller 
birdsj  particularly  parrots,  which  we  often  killed  for  fooiL 

The  fruits  and  vegetable  refreshments  at  this  place  were 
neither  plentiful/ nor  of  the  best  kinds:  There  were^  it  is 
tme,  a  few  bushes  scattered  about  the  woods,  wliich  suppli- 
ed us  with  limesj  but  we  scarcely  could  procure  enough  for 
omr  present  use ;  and  these,  with  a  small  plumb  of  an  agree- 
able acid,  called  in  Jamaica  the  hog-plumb,  together  with 
another  fruit  called  a  papah,  were  the  only  fruits  to  be  found 
in  the  woods.  Nor  is  there  any  other  useful  vegetable  here 
worth  mentioning,  except  brook-lime :  This  indeed  grew  in 
great  quantities  near  the  fresh-water  banks ;  and,  as  it  was 
esteemed  an  antiscorbutic,  we  fed  upon  it  frequently,  thou^^ 
its  extreme  bitterness  made  it  very  unpalatable. 

By  all  that  has  been  said,  it  will  appear  that  the  conve- 
nioices  of  this  port  of  Cbequetan,  particularly  in  the  arti- 
cles of  refreshment,  are  not  altogether  such  as  might  be  de- 
sired :  But,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  place  of  considerable 
consequence,  as  the  only  secure  harbour  in  a  vast  extent  of 
coa3t^  except  Acapulco. 


Section  XXIII. 

Account  of  Proceedings  at  Chequetan  and  on  the  adjacent 

Coasts  till  our  setting  sail  for  Asia. 

TflB  next  morning,  after  our  coming  to  an  anchor  in 
the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  we  sent  about  ninety  of  our  men 
well  armed  on  shore,  forty  of  whom  were  ordered  to  march 
into  the  country,  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  the  remain- 
ing fifty  were  employed  to  cover  the  watering-place,  and  to 
prevent  any  interruption  from  the  natives. 

Here  it  was  agreed,  after  mature  consultation,  to  destroy 
the  Tiyal's  prizp,  as  well  as  the  Carmelo  and  Carmin,  whose 
fate  had  been  before  resolved  on.  Indeed  the  ship  was  in' 
good  repair  and  fit  for  the  sea ;  but  as  the  whole  numbers 
on  board  our  squadron  did  not  amount  to  the  complement 
of  a  fourth-rate  man  of  war,  we  found  it  was  impossibly  to 
divide  them  into  three  ships^  without  rendering  them  inca- 
pable 
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|mble  of  navigating  in  safety  in  the  tempestuous  weother 
we  had  reason  to  expect  on  the  coast  of  Ghina^  where  we 
supposed  we  should  arrive  about  the  time  of  the  <;haoge  of 
the  monsoons. 

During  our  stay  here  there  happened  an  incident^  wh]cb> 
as  it  proved  the  means  of  convincing  our  friends  in  Enelsiid 
of  our  safety^  which  for  some  lime  they  were  in  doubt  moo^ 
I  shall  beg  leave  particularly  to  recite.  I  have  obaerredi 
that  from  this  harbour  of  Cbcquelan  there  was  but  one  paft* 
way  which  led  through  the  woods  into  the  country.  Thii 
we  found  much  beaten^  and  were  thence  convinced  thai  it 
was  well  known  to  the  inhabitants.  As  it  passed'  by  Ae 
spring-head,  and  was  the  only  avenue  by  which  the  Sipani- 
ards  could  approach  us,  we,  at  some  distance  beyona  the 
spring-head,  felled  several  large  trees,  and  laid  them  one 
upon  the  other  across  the  path  ;  and  at  this  barricado  we 
constantly  kept  a  ^ard :  And  we  besides  <H'dered  our  men 
employed  in  watenng  to  have  their  arms  ready,  and,  in  caw 
of  any  alarm,  to  march  instantly  to  this  post.  Though  our 
principal  intention  was  to  prevent  our  being  disturbed  by 
any  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy's  horse,  yet  it  answered  an- 
other purpose,  which  was  not  in  itself  less  important;  thit 
was  to  hinder  our  own  people  from  straggling,  singly  into 
the  country,  where  we  had  reason  to  believe  they  would  be 
surprised  by  the  Spaniards,  who  would  doubtless  be  ex- 
tremely solicitous  to  pick  up  some  of  ihem,  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting intelligence  of  our  future  designs.  To  avoid  this  in- 
convenience, the  strictest  orders  were  given  to  the  centi- 
ncls,  to  let  no  person  whatever  pass  beyond  their  post :  But, 
notwithstanding  this  precaution,  we  missed  one  Lewis  Le- 
ger,  who  was  the  commodore's  cook;  and  as  he  was  a 
^Frenchman,  and  suspected  to  be  a  papist,  it  was  by  some 
imagined  that  he  had  deserted  with  a  view  of  betrajring  all 
that  he  knew  to  the  enemy  ;  but  this  appeared  by  the  event 
to  be  an  ill-grounded  surmise,  for  it  was  afterwards  known 
that  he  had  been  taken  by  some  Indians,  who  carried  hiv 

Srisoner  to  Acapulco,  from  whence  he  was  transferred  to 
f  exico,  and  then  to  Vera  Cruz^  where  he  was  shipped  Oi 
board  a  vessel  bound  to  Old  Spain:  And  the  vesael  bM^t 
obliged  by  some  accident  to  put  into  Idsbon,  LegeceMMfP 
on  shore,  and  was  by  the  British  consul  sent  from  thff 
England ;  where  he  brought  the  first  authentic^* 
%he  safety  of  the  commodore,  -and  of  uribi^l'  li0  ^ 
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the  South  Seas.  The  relation  he  gave  of  his  own  seizare 
was>  that  he  had  rambled  into  the  woods  at  some  distance 
firom  the  barricado,  where  be  had  first  attempted  to  pass^ 
bat  had  been  stopped  and  threatened  to  be  punished ;  that 
his  principal  view  was  to  get  a  quantity  of  limes  for  his  mas- 
ter's store ;  and  that  in  this  occupation  he  was  surprised  by 
ibur  Indians^  who  stripped  him  naked^  and  carried  him  in 
that  condition  to  Acapulco^  exposed  to  the  scorching  heat 
of  the  8un^  which  at  that  time  of  the  year  shone  with  its 
greatest  violence :  And  afterwards  at  Mexico  his  treatment 
m  prison  was  sufficiently  severe,  and  the  whole  course  of 
\m  captivity  was  a  continued  instance  of  the  hatred  which 
die  Spaniards  bear  to  all  those  who  endeavour  to  disturb 
diem  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  coasts  of  the  South 
Seas.  Indeed^  Leger^s  fortune  was  upon  the  whole  ex* 
tremely  sinmilar ;  for  after  the  hazards  he  had  run  in  the 
commodores  squadron^  and  the  severities  he  had  suffered 
in  his  long  confinement  amongst  the  enemy,  a  more  fatal 
disaster  attended  him  on  his  return  to  England :  For  though, 
when  he  arrived  in  London,  some  of  Mr  Anson's  friends  m- 
terested  themselves  in  relieving  him  from  the  poverty  to 
which  his  captivity  had  reduced  him,  yet  he  did  not  long 
^oy  the  benefit  of  their  humanity,  for  he  was  killed  in  an 
Visignificant  night  brawl,  the  cause  of  which  could  scarcely 
be  cUscovered. 

■  And  here  I  must  observe,  that  though  the  enemy  never 
appeared  in  sight  during  our  stay  in  this  harbour,  yet  we 
perceived  that  there  were  large  parties  encamped  in  the 
woods  about  us;  for  we  could  see  their  smokes,  and  could 
thence  determine  that  they  were  posted  in  a  circular  line 
nuTonnding  us  at  a  distance;  and  just  before  our  coming 
away  tliey  seemed,  by  the  increase  of  their  fires,  to  have  re- 
ceived a  considerable  reinforcement. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  unloading  of  our 
liiree  priases,  our  wooding  and  watering,  and,  in  snort,  all 
cmr  proposed  employments  at  the  harbour  of  Cbequetan  were 
eompleted :  So  that,  on  the  27th  of  April,  the  Tryal's  prize, 
the  Carmelo,  and  the  Carmin,  all  which  we  intended  to  de» 
itroy^  were  towed  on  shore  and  scuttled,  and  a  quantity  of 
tombustible  materials  were  distributed  in  their  upper  works; 
uid  the  next  morning  the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucester 
ireished  anchor,  but  as  there  was  but  little  wind,  and  that 
iiot  in  their  favour,  they  were  obliged  to  warp  out  of  the 

harbour. 
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harbour.  When  they  bad  reached  the  offing,  one  of  da 
boats  was  dispatched  back  again  to  set  fire  to  our  priiL 
which  was  accordingly  executed.  And  a  canoe  was  In 
fixed  to  a  grapnel  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  with  a  boU 
tie  in  it  well  corked,  inclosing  a  letter  to  Mr  Hu^et^vhi 
commanded  the  cutter^  which  was  ordered  to  cruise  befai 
the  port  of  Acapulco,  when  we  came  off  that  station.  Aai 
on  tnis  occasion  L  must  mention  more  particulai ly  than  I 
have  yet  done^  the  views  of  the  commodore  in  leaving  thi 
cutter  before  that  port. 

When  we  were  necessitated  to  make  for  Cb€K)uetaii)s 
take  in  our  water^  Mr  Anson  considered  that  our  being  k 
that  harbour  would  soon  be  known  at  Acapulco ;  and  tbeie- 
fore  he  hoped,  that  on  the  intelligence  ot  our  being  Oh 
ployed  in  port,  the  galleon  might  put  to  sea,  especi^j  m 
Chequetan  is  so  very  remote  from  the  course  genmlij 
steered  by  the  galleon :  He  therefore  ordered  the  cutter  Is 
cruise  twenty-four  days  off  the  port  of  Acapulco,  and  htt 
commander  was  directed,  on  perceiving  the  galleon  unda 
sail,  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  commodore  at  Cho* 
<{uetan.  As  the  Centurion  was  doubtless  a  much  better 
trailer  than  the  galleon,  Mr  Anson  in  this  case  resolved  to 
have  got  to  sea  as  soon  as  nossible,  and  to  have  pursued  the 
galleon  across  the  l^aciHc  Ocean  :  And  supposing  he  shodd 
not  have  met  with  her  in  his  passage,  (which  consideiiig 
that  he  would  have  kept  nearly  the  same  parallel,  was  aoi 
very  improbable,)  yet  he  was  certain  of  arriving  off  Cape 
Esniritu  Santo,  on  the  island  of  Samal,  before  her;  and  tut 
being  the  first  land  she  makes  on  her  return  to  the  Philip- 
pines, wc  could  not  have  failed  to  have  fallen  in  with  bo, 
by  cruising  a  few  days  in  that  station.  But  the  vicerojaf 
Mexico  ruined  this  project  by  keeping  the  galleon  in  tk 
port  of  Acapulco  all  that  year. 

The  letter  lelt  in  the  canoe  for  Mr  Hughes,  the  oos* 
mauder  of  the  cutter,  the  time  of  whose  return  was  not 
considerably  elapsed,  directed  him  to  go  back  immediatdk 
to  his  former  station  before  Acapulco,  where  he  would  fial 
Mr  Anson,  who  resolved  to  cruise  for  him  there  for  a  cf^ 
tain  number  of  days;  after  which  it  was  added,  that  the 
commodore  would  return  to  the  southward  to  join  theicA 
of  the  squadron.  This  last  article  was  inserted  to  deccita 
the  Spaniards,  if  they  got  possession  of  the  canoe,  (u  «c 
allerwards  learnt  they  did)  but  could  not  impose  on  Mr 

Hochei, 
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HugheB^  who  well  knew  that  the  commodore  had  no 
squadron  to  join^  nor  any  intention  of  steering  back  to 
Peru. 

Being  now  in  the  ofEng  of  Chequetan^  bound  cross  the 
Tast  Pacific  Ocean  in  our  way  to  China^  wc  were  impatient 
to  run  off  the  coast  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  as  the  stormy 
season  was  approaching  apace,  and  as  we  had  no  further 
fiews  in  the  American  seas^  we  had  hoped  that  nothing 
wonld  have  prevented  us  from  standing  to  the  westward, 
the  moment  we  got  out  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan :  And 
it  was  no  small  mortification  to  us,  that  our  necessary  em- 
•ployiiient  there  had  detained  us  so  much  longer  than  we 
expected ;  and  now  we  were  farther  detained  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  cutter,  and  the  standing  towards  Acapulco  in 
search  of  her.  Indeed,  as  the  time  of  her  cruise  had  been 
■expired  near  a  fortniglit,  we  suspected  that  she  had  been 
discovered  from  the  snore ;  and  that  the  governor  of  Aca- 
-|nilco  had  thereupon  sent  out  a  force  to  seize  her,  which,  as 
she  carried  but  six  hands,  was  no  very  difficult  enterprize. 
However,  this  being  only  conjecture^  the  commodore,  as 
soon  as  we  got  clear  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  stood 
along  the  coast  to  the  eastward  in  search  of  her :  And  to 
prevent  her  from  passing  by  us  in  the  dark,  we  brought  to 
every  night ;  and  the  Gloucester,  whose  station  was  a  league 
within  us  towards  the  shore,  carried  a  light  which  tlie  cutter 
could  not  but  perceive  if  she  kept  along  shore,  as  we  sup- 
posed she  would  do;  and  as  a  farther  security,  the  Centu- 
rion and  the  Gloucester,  alternately  showed  two  false  fires 
every  half  hour. 

By  Sunday^  the  2d  of  May,  we  were  advanced  within 
three  leagues  of  Acapulco,  and  having  seen  nothing  of  our 
boat,  we  gave  her  over  for  lost,  which,  besides  the  compas- 
sionate concern  for  our  shipmates,  and  for  what  it  was  ap- 
prehended they  might  have  suffered,  was  in  itself  a  misfor- 
tune in  our  present  scarcity  of  hands,  we  were  all  greatly 
interested  in :  For  the  crew  of  the  cutter,  consisting  of  six 
.  men  and  the  lieutenant,  were  the  very  flower  of  our  people, 
purposely  picked  out  for  this  service,  and  known  to  be  every 
-one  of  them  of  tried  and  approved  resolution^  and  as  skilful 
.  seamen  as  ever  trod  a  deck.     However,  as  it  was  the  gene- 
•rai  belief  among  us  that  they  were  taken  and  carried  into 
.  Acapulco^  the  commodore's  prudence  suggested  a  project 
.which  we  hoped  would  recover  them.    This  was  founded 

fill 


450  Earfy  Circumnavigatiom.       TJlMT  ix.  MW  if, 

OD  our  having  many  Spanish  and  Indian  priaonen  ib  (Mf 
possession^  and  a  number  of  sick  negroes^  who  could  be  «jf 
no  service  to  us  in  the  navigating  of  the  ship.  The  .009^ 
modore  therefore  wrote  a  letter  theaame^ay  to  the  gofor* 
nor  of  Acapulco^  telling  him  that  he  would  release  thm 
all,  provided  the  governor  returned  the.  cattrer's  cxew;  md 
the  letter  was  dispatched  the  same  afternoon  by  a  Spaniik 
officer^  of  whose  honour  we  had  a  ^ood  opinicm,  and  idtt 
was  furnished  with  a  launch  belonging  to  one  of  oor  pnob 
and  a  crew  of  sue  other  prisoners  who  all  gave  their  pavofe 
ibr  their  return*  The  omcer>  besides  the  commodon^t  k^ 
ter,  carried  with  him  a  petition  si^ed  by  all  the  priiDM% 
beseeching  his  excellency  to  acquiesce  in  the  terms  piopi^ 
led.  From  a  consideration  of  the  number  of  oor  priaoBei% 
and  the  quality  of  some  of  tliem^  we  did  not  doubt  bat  the 
eovemor  would  readily  comply,  and  therefore  we  kept  pF^ 
ing  on  and  off  the  whole  night,  intending  to  keep  wol  it 
with  the  land,  that  we  might  receive  an  answer  at  the  1^ 
mited  time,  which  was  the  next  day,  being  Monday:  Bat 
both  on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  we  were  driven  so  Artf 
shore,  that  we  could  not  hope  to  receive  any  answer  ;  sod 
on  the  Wednesday  morning  we  found  ourselves  fonrtsen 
leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco ;  but  as  the  wind  wsi 
now  favourable,  we  pressed  forwards  with  all  our  sail,  and 
did  not  doubt  of  getting  in  with  the  land  in  a  few  horns. 
Whilst  we  were  thus  standing  iuj  the  man  at  the  mast-head 
called  out  that  he  saw  a  boat  under  sail  at  a  cxinsidefahk 
distance  to  the  south-eastward :  This  we  took  for  erantad 
was  the  answer  of  the  govern  ar  to  the  commodore^s  nie^ 
sage,  and  we  instantly  edged  towards  it;  but  when  we  drev 
Aearer,  we  found  to  our  unspeakable  joy  that  it  was  oar  om 
cutter.  While  she  was  still  at  a  distance,  we  imagined  that 
she  had  been  discharged  out  of  the  port  of  Acapulco  by  the 
governor ;  but  when  she  drew  nearer,  the  wan  and  meagre 
countenances  of  the  crew,  the  length  of  their  beards,  and 
the  feeble  and  hollow  tone  of  their  voices,  convinced  as 
that  they  had  suffered  much  greater  hardships  than  cooU 
be  expected  from  even  the  severities  of  a  Spanish  piiaa^ 
They  were  obliged  to  be  helped  into  the  ship,  and  were  in- 
mediately  put  to  bed^  and  with  rest,  and  nourishing  dial| 
which  they  were  plentifully  supplied  with  from  the  comaaa* 
dore's  table,  they  recovered  their  health  and  vigour  Mfmn^ 
We  learnt  that  they  had  kept  the  sea  the  whole  time  cf 

their 
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r  abience ;  thai  whca  Uiev  fiaidicd  tbcir  croise  before 
iiiico,  and  liad  just  begua  to  \Ay  to  Uie  wc&lward  in  or- 
to  join  ihc  squadron,  a  strong  advene  current  bad  for- 
tbcin  down  the  coast  to  tlic  eastward  in  spile  of  all 
r  efforts;  that  at  length  llieir  water  being  all  expended^ 
'  were  obliged  to  search  the  coast  farther  on  to  the  cast- 
le in  quest  of  some  convenient  landing-placey  where  they 
bt  get  a  fresh  supply;  tliat  in  this  distress  they  raa 
uds  of  eighty  k*agues  to  leeward,  and  found  every  wbciw 
irge  a  surf,  that  there  was  not  the  least  pottibility  of 
r  landing ;  that  they  passed  some  days  in  this  dreadful 
ition  without  water,  and  having  no  other  means  left 
ft  to  alhiy  their  thirht  than  sacking  tiie  blood  of  the  tur* 
vhich  they  cautshl;  and  at  last,  giving  up  all  hopes  of 
fj  the  heat  of  tlie  climate  augmenting  their  necessities 
tendering  tlieir  suflferings  insupportable,  thev  abandon* 
bemselvcs  to  despair,  fully  persuaded  tliat  they  should 
di  by  tlie  most  terrible  of  all  deaths;  but  that  tticy  weiw 
t  after  happily  relieved  by  a  most  unexpected  incident^ 
there  fell  so  heavy  a  rain,  that  by  spreading  tlieir  sails 
lontally,  and  by  putting  bullets  in  the  centres  of  them  io 
r  them  to  a  point,  they  caught  as  much  water  as  filled 
heir  casks;  tliat  iaimediatcly  u|Kia  this  fortunate  supply 
'  stood  to  the  westward  in  quest  of  the  commodore; 
being  now  luckily  favoured  by  a  stroofj^  current^  they 
sd  us  in  less  than  fifty  hours,  Irom  the  time  they  stood 
m  westward,  after  having  lieen  absent  from  us  full  foiw 
isee  daysw  Tiiose  who  have  an  idea  of  the  inconsiderr 
siae  ot  a  cutter  belonging  to  a  sixty-gun  ship^  (beiii|c 
an  open  boat  about  twenty-two  feet  in  lengdi,)  and 
•  will  attend  to  tlie  various  accidents  to  which  she  was 
Dsed  during  a  six  weeks  continuance  alone,  in  the  opea 
m,  on  so  impracticable  and  dangerous  a  coast,  will  rea» 
own  tliat  her  return  to  us,  after  all  tlie  difficulties  which 
actually  experienced,  and  tlie  hazards  to  which  she  was 
I  hour  eiposed,  was  little  short  of  miraculous* 
cannot  finish  tliis  article  without  remarking  how  little 
iDce  navigators  ought  to  have  on  the  accounts  of  the 
caoeer  writers :  For  tliough  in  tliis  run  eighty  leagues  U> 
eastward  of  Acapuiro,  she  found  no  place  where  it  was 
•bin  for  a  boat  to  laud,  yet  those  writers  have  not  beeft 
'  to  feign  harbours  and  convenient  watering-places 

within 
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within  these  limitSj  thereby  exposing  sach  as  ihoaU  cooUe 
in  their  relations  to  the  risk  of  being  destroyed  by  thirst 

Having  received  onr  cutter,  the  sole  object  of  oor  coni^ 
a  second  time  before  Acapulcoj  the  commodore  resolved  Mt 
to  lose  a  moment's  time  longer,  bat  to  mn  off  the  coast  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  both  as  the  stormy  seaaoD  on  the 
coast  of  Mexico  was  now  approaching  apace,  and  aa  we  were 
apprehensive  of  having  the  westerly  monsoon  to  stniggk 
with  when  we  came  upon  the  coast  of  China ;  and  thsw 
fore  he  no  loncer  stood  towards  Acapulco,  as  he  now  want- 
ed no  answer  irom  the  governor ;  but  yet  he  resolved  lot 
to  deprive  his  prisoners  of  the  liberty  which  be  had  pron^ 
sed  them ;  so  that  they  were  all  immediately  embaned  ia 
two  launches  which  belonged  to  our  prizes,  those  ficom  the 
Centurion  in  one  launch,  and  those  from  the  Gloncester  wl 
the  other.  The  launches  were  well  equipped  with  mastSi 
sails,  and  oars,  and,  lest  the  wind  might  prove  unfavooialik^ 
they  had  a  stock  of  water  and  provisions  put  on  board  tbesi 
flufiicient  for  fourteen  days.  Tnere  were  discharged  thirty 
nine  persons  from  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  eigfateca 
from  the  Gloucester,  the  greatest  part  of  them  Spaniardiii 
the  rest  Indians  and  sick  negroes :  But  as  onr  crews  woe 
very  weak,  we  kept  the  mulattoes  and  some  of  the  stoutest 
of  the  negroes,  with  a  few  Indians,  to  assist  us ;  but  we  dis- 
missed every  Spanish  prisoner  whatever.  We  have  since 
learnt,  that  these  two  launches  arrived  safe  at  AcapnlcOj 
where  the  prisoners  could  not  enough  extol  the  humaoitj 
with  which  they  had  been  treated ;  and  that  the  goveniori 
btfore  their  arrival,  had  returned  a  very  obligins:  answer  to 
the  commodore's  letter,  and  had  attended  it  with  a  present 
of  two  boats  laden  with  the  choicest  refreshments  and  pro- 
visions which  were  to  be  got  at  Acapulco ;  but  that  these 
boats  not  having  found  our  ships,  were  at  length  obliged  to 
put  back  again,  after  having  thrown  all  their  provisions  ove^ 
board  in  a  storm  which  threatened  their  destruction. 

The  sending  away  our  prisoners  was  our  last  transaction 
on  the  American  coast ;  for  no  sooner  had  we  parted  with 
them,  than  we  and  the  Gloucester  made  sail  to  the  S.  W^ 
propodng  to  get  a  good  ofling  from  the  land,  where  we  fao^ 
ped,  in  a  few  days,  to  meet  with  the  regular  trade-wind|| 
which  the  accounts  of  former  navigators  had  represented'*! 
much  brisker  and  steadier  in  this  ocean,  than  m  any 
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part  of  the  globe :  For  it  has  been  etleemed  no  nneonuMm 
pn.r-'ce  lo  ma  from  hence  to  the  eetterniott  parte  of  Am 
in  twc  mooUu ;  end  we  Bettered  ourKlvet  that  we  weie  as 
capable  of  making  an  ex oedi lions  passage  as  any  ships  that 
had  ever  mn  this  coune  before  us ;  so  that  we  hoped  soon 
to  gaiD  Uie  coast  of  China^  for  which  we  were  now  bound* 
And  conformable  to  the  general  idea  of  this  naTigation  gi- 
ven by  former  Yoyagerf,  we  considered  it  as  free  from  all 
kinds  of  embarrassment  of  bad  weather,  fatine,  or  sink* 
ness ;  and  consequently  we  undertook  it  withmcrityj  espe- 
cially as  it  was  no  contemptible  step  towards  onr  arriral  at 
oor  native  country,  for  which  many  of  us  by  this  time  be* 
gan  lo  have  great  longing.  Thas,  on  the  6th  of  May,  we, 
lor  the  last  time,  lost  sight  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
pennaded,  that  in  a  few  weeks  we  should  arrive  at  the  river 
of  Canton  in  China,  where  we  expected  to  meet  with  many 
EogUsh  ships,  and  numben  of  our  countrymen ;  and  hoped 
to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  amicable,  weU«frequented 
portf  inhabited  by  a  polished  peopicy  and  abounding  with 
the  conveniences  and  indulgences  of  a  civilised  life,  whioh 
for  near  twenty  months  had  never  been  once  in  onr  power. 
[It  is  judged  advisable  to  omit  altogether  the  next  seo- 
lioo  of  the  original,  as  occupied  by  mere  reckoning  on  the 
advantages  ''  which  might  have  been  expected  trom  the 
squadron,  had  it  arrived  in  the  Sooth  Seas  in  good  time." 
They  are  in  part  specified  at  tlie  beginning.] 


Sbction  XXIV. 
Tke  R»mfrom  the  CoaM  of  Mtxko  to  ike  Ladromn  or  Mvmm 

Wnaif  we  left  the  coast  of  Americat  we  stood  to  the  S. 
W.  with  a  view  of  meeting  with  the  N .  £•  trade-wind,  which 
the  accounts  of  former  writers  made  us  expect  at  seventy  or 
eighty  leagues  distance  from  the  land :  We  bad  another  rea- 
aoo  KMT  standing  to  tlie  southward,  which  was  the  getting 
into  the  latitude  of  13*  or  14*  north ;  that  being  the  paraE 
laiwhere  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  moit  usually  crossed,  ana  con- 
where  the  navigation  is  esteemed  the  safest :  This 
—■pose  we  had  soon  answered,  being  in  a  day  or  two 
mj  advanced  to  the  sooth.  At  the  same  time  we 
u.  2  b  were 


484  Earfy  Ckcumnpiigatiauu     .  yabt  ix.  book  it. 

were  also  farther  from  the  shore,  thap  we  had  preramedm 
necessary  fqr  the  falling  in  with  the  trade^wind  c  Bat  in  tlyi 
particular  we  were  most  grievously  disappointed  ;  for  die 
wind  still  continued  to  the  westward,  or  at  best  Yariahk. 
As  the  getting  into  the  N.  £.  trade-wind,  was  to  ns  t 
ter  of  ttie  Jast  consequence,  we  stood  more  to  the 
ward,  and  made  many  experiments  to  meet  with  it;  batit 
was  seven  weeks,  from  our  leaving  the  coast,  before  we  get 
into  it.  This  was  an  interval,  in  which  we  believed  ae 
should  well  nigh  have  reached  the  eastermost  parts  of  Am: 
But  we  were  so  baffled  with  the  contrary  and  variable  wiai^ 

-  which  for  all  that  time  perplexed  ns,  that  we  were  oota 
yet  advanced  above  a  fourth  part  of  the  way.  Tlie  dd^f 
alone  would  have  been  a  sufficient  mortification  ;  bottkie 

'  were  other  circumstances  attending  it,  which  rendered  tbb 
titnation  not  less  terrible,  and  our  apprehensions  perhapsitfl 
greater  than  in  any  of  our  past  distresses.  Forour  t«rodi|pi 
vr^ere  by  this  time  extremely  crazy ;  and  many  days  b«lMt 

?asi)ed,  before  we  discovered  a  spring  in  the  fore-ma8to£|k 
lenturion,  which  rounded  about  twenty-six  inches  of  ilsdh 
cumference,  and  which  was  judged  to  beat  least  four  iacfai 
deep  :  And  no  sooner  had  our  carpenters  secured  tbii  viA 
fishing  it,  but  the  Gloucester  made  a  signal  of  distress;  «1 
'  we  learnt  that  she  had  a  dangerous  spring  in  her  main-oud; 
twelve  feet  below  the  trussel-trees ;  so  that  she  coold  ask 
carry  any  sail  upon  it.     Our  carpenters,  on  a  strict  esaai- 
iiation  of  this  niast^  found  it  so  very  rotten  and  decayed^ ikit 
they  judged  it  necessary  to  cut  ildown  as  low  as  itappctf- 
ed  fo  have  been  injured ;  and  by  this  it  was  reduced  loao- 
thing  but  a  stump,  which  served  only  as  a  step  to  the  top- 
mast. These  accidents  augmented  ourdelay,  and  uuitiM 
ed  us  great  anxiety  about  our  future  security  :  For  oa  off 
leavmg  the  coast  ot  Mexico,  tiie  scurvy  had  begun  toflub 
its  appearance  again  amongst  our  people ;  though  frono* 
departure  from  Juan  hernandes  we  had  till  then  enjojred> 
most  uninterrupted  state  of  health.     We  too  weJl  koevik 
effects  of  this  disease,  from  our  former  fatal  experienceiii 
suppose  that  any  thing  but  a  speedy  passage  could  aecMi 
the  greater  part  of  our  crew  from  perishing  by  it :  koAn, 
after  being  seven  weeks  at  sea,  there  did  not  appear  «!f 
reasons  that  could  persuade  us  we  were  nearer  tlie  trade 
wind  than  when  we  first  set  out,  there  was  no  ground  fo 
us  to  suppose  but  our  passage  would  prove' at  least  tbice 

tiaio 
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times  as  long  as  we  at  fust  expected  ;  and  conseqaendy  we 
bad  the  melancholy  prospect,  either  of  dying  by  the  scorvy, 
or  perishing  with  the  ship  for  want  of  hands  to  navigate 
her.  Indeed,  some  amongst  us  were  at  first  willing  to  be* 
liere,  that  in  this  warm  climate,  so  diflferent  from  what  we 
felt  in  passing  round  Cape  Horn,  the  violence  of  this  dis« 
ease,  and  its  fatality,  might  be  in  some  degree  mitigated  ; 
as  it  had  not  been  unusual  to  suppose  that  its  particular  .vi- 
mlence  in  that  passage  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 
sererity  of  the  weather ;  but  the  havock  of  the  distemper, 
in  oar  present  circumstances,  soon  convinced  us  of  the  fal- 
flity  of  this  speculation ;  as  it  likewise  exploded  some  other 
opinioas,  which  usually  pass  current  about  the  cause  and 
Qalare  of  this  disease*' 

Our  surgeon  (who,  during  our  passage  round  Cape  Horn,- 
bad  ascribed  the  mortality  we  suffered  to  the  seventy  of  the 
dimMe)  exerted  himself  in  the  present  run^to  the  ntmost,- 
9Bd  at  last  declared,  that  all  his  measures  were  totally  inef" 
feetud,  and  did  not  in  the  least  avail  his  patients.  VVhea> 
we  reached  the  trade»wind,  and  it  settled  between  the  north. 
wad  the  east,  yet  it  seldom  blew  with  so  much  strength,  but 
the  Centurion  might  have  carried  all  her  small  sails  abroiad 
with  the  greatest  safety  ;  so  that  now,  had  we  been  a  single 
ship,  we  might  have  run  down  our  longitude  apace,  and 
l|ave  reached  the  Ladrones  soon  enough  to  have  recovered 
great  numbers  of  our  men,  who  afterwards  perished.  But 
die  Gloucester,  by  the  Iciss  of  her  main-mast,  sailed  so  very 
heavily,  that  we  bad  seldom  any  more  than  our  top-sails 
set,  and  yet  were  frequently  obliged  to  lie-to  for  her :  And, 
I  (*onceive,  that  in  the  whole  we  lost  little  less  than  a  month 
by  oar  attendance  upon  her,  in  consequence  of  the  various 
^fHscbances  she  encountered.  In  all  this  lun  it  was  remark^ 
able,  that  we  were  rarely  many  days  togcfther,  without  see- 
ing great  numbeis  of  birds ;  which  is  a  proof  that  there  aiie 
many  islands,  or  at  least  rocks,  scattered  all  along,  at  no 
'Very  considerable  distance  from  our*  track.  Some  indeed 
there  are  marked  in  a  Spanish  chart ;  but  the  frequency  of 
the  birds  seems  to  evince,  that  there  are  many  more  than 
liaye  been  hitherto  discovered  :  For  the  greatest  part  of  the 
liirds  we  observed  were  such  <3  are  known  to  roost  oa 

shore; 

■ 

'  Some  remarks  respectiuig  the  nature .fin^  treatment  of  tbis  disease  are 
now  given  in  the  orjgmsl,  bat  bdnglUkperfect  iaiid  conjectund,  are  omitted 
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shore;  and  the  manner  of  their  ^>pearance  sufBcieiidy 
made  out^  that  they  came  from  tome  distant  hannt  et efy 
morning,  and  returned  thither  again  in  the  evening ;  for 
yre  never  saw  them  early  or  late ;  and  the  hour  of  their  ar-' 
riTal  and  departure  gradually  varied,  which  we  suppoBed 
was  occasioned  by  our  running  nearer  their  haunU,  or  getp 
ting  farther  from  them. 

The  traae-wind  continued  to  favour  us  withont  any  flic- 
tnation,  from  the  end  of  June  till  towards  the  end  ot  Joly. 
But  on  the  96th  of  July,  being  then,  as  we  esteemedf  abost 
three  hundred  leagues  distant  from  the  Ladrones,  we  met 
with  awesterly  wind,  which  did  not  come  about  again  to  the 
eastward  in  four  days  time.  This  was  a  most  dispiriting  in- 
cident, as  it  at  once  damped  all  our  hopes  of  speedy  reUefi 
especially  too  as  it  was  attended  with  a  vexatious  accidoit 
to  the  Gloucester :  For  in  one  port  of  these  four  days  the 
wind  flatted  to  a  calm,  and  the  ships  rolled  very  deep;  bj 
which  means  the  Gloucester's  forecap  split,  and  tier  top-mHt 
came  by  the  board,  and  broke  her  tore^yard  directly  in  the 
slings.  As  she  was  hereby  rendered  incapable  of  making 
any  sail  for  some  time,  we  were  obliged,  as  soon  as  a  gale 
sprung  up,  to  take  her  in  tow ;  and  near  twenty  of  the 
healthiest  and  ablest  of  our  seamen  were  taken  from  the 
business  of  our  own  ship,  and  were  employed  for  eight  or 
ten  days  together  on  board  the  Gloucester  in  repairing  her 
damages :  But  these  things,  mortifying  as  we  thought  men, 
irere  but  the  beginning  of  our  disasters ;  for  scarce  had  our 
people  finished  their  business  in  the  Gloucester,  before  we 
met  with  a  most  violent  storm  in  the  western  board,  whidi 
obliged  us  to  lie  to.  In  the  beginning  of  this  -storm  oor 
ship  sprung  a  leak,  and  let  in  so  much  water,  that  all  our 
people,  officers  included,  were  employed  continually  in 
working  the  pumps  :  And  the  next  day  we  had  the  vezsr 
tion  to  see  the  Gloucester,  with  her  top-mast  once  more  by 
the  board  ;  and  whilst  ^e  were  viewing  her  with  great  con- 
cern for  this  new  distress,  we  saw  her  main-top  mast,  which 
had  hitherto  served  as  a  jury  main-mast,  share  the  same 
(ate.  This  completed  our  misfortunes,  and  rendered  thfffl 
without  resource  ;  for  we  knew  the  Gloucester's  crew  weie 
so  few  and  feeble,  that  without  our  assistance  they  oosM 
|iot  be  relieved  :  And  our  sick  were  now  so  far  increasedi 
and  those  that  remained  in  health  so  continually  faldg/ifd 
yriih  the  additional  duty  of  our  pumps,  that  it  wiis  inuNMOr 

ble 
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bk  for  OS  to  lend  tbem  wmj  aid.  Indeed  we  were  not  at  yel 
lUly  appriaed  of  the  deplorable  tituatioa  of  the  Gloooettei^a 
cvew;  for  when  the  itorni  abated^  (which  during  iu  conti* 
nnaoce  prevented  all  comoionication  with  them)  the  Olon* 
cester  bore  up  under  oar  alero ;  and  Captain  Milchel  in^ 
femed  the  commodore,  that  betides  the  lutt  of  hit  matlib 
which  wat  all  that  had  appeared  to  nt,  the  thip  had  then  no 
Icn  than  WTen  feet  of  water  in  her  hold,  althonich  hit  oiii« 
oen  and  men  had  been  kept  coottantlj  at  the  piunp  for  tha 
last  twentj-four  hours. 

Thit  latt  circumstance  wat  indeed  a  most  terrible  aocn* 
malataon  to  the  other  extraordinary  dastreitet  of  the  Gloo* 
oesler*  and  required,  if  possible,  the  most  speedy  and  vigor* 
(MM  assistance;  which  captain  Mitdiel  begged  the  com- 
aodore  to  send  him  :  Bat  the  debility  of  oar  people,  and 
cmr  own  immediate  preservation,  rendered  it  impossible  foe 
the  commodore  to  comply  with  his  requesL  All  thai  conid 
be  done  was  to  send  our  boat  on  board  for  a  more  particn- 
lar  condition  of  the  ship ;  and  it  was  soun  suspected  that 
the  taking  her  people  on  board  os,  and  then  destroying  her, 
the  only  meaiore  that  could  be  prosecuted  in  the  pro» 
il  emergency,  for  the  security  of  their  lives  and  onr  own* 
Our  boat  soon  returned  with  a  representation  of  the  state 
of  the  Gloucester,  and  of  her  several  defects,  signed  by  Ca|K 
tain  Mitchel  and  all  his  officers ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
ahe  had  sprang  a  leak  by  the  stern-post  being  loose,  and 
working  with  every  roll  of  the  ship,  and  by  two  beams  a 
■lidshipt  being  broken  in  the  orlope  ;  no  part  of  which  the 
carpenters  reported  wat  potsible  to  be  repaired  at  sea :  That 
botn  officers  and  men  bad  worked  twenty-four  hours  at  the 
pomp  without  intermission,  and  were  at  length  so  fatigued, 
that  they  could  continue  their  labour  no  longer;  but  had 
'  been  forced  to  desist,  with  seven  feet  of  water  in  the  hold^ 
which  covered  their  cask,  so  that  they  conM  neither  come 
at  fresh  water,  nor  provision :  That  they  had  no  matt  stand- 
ing, except  the  fore-matt,  the  miaen-mast,  and  the  mixen 
topmast,  nor  had  they  any  spue  masts  to  get  up  in  the 

-  mom  of  those  ihcy  had  lost :  That  the  ship  wat  betidet  ex- 
tremely decayed  in  every  part,  for  her  knect  and  dampa 

-  were  all  woriccd  quite  loote,  and  her  upper  works  in  gene- 

-  nd  were  to  loose,  that  the  quarter-deck  was  ready  to  drop 
I 'down  :  And  that  her  crew  was  greatly  reduced,  for  there 
"icttained  alive  on  hoard  her  no  mora  th^a  seveo^^-aeren 
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ihen,  eighteen  boys^  and  two  prisoners,  ofBc^rs  included j 
and  that  of  this  whole  number,  only  sixteen  men  and  cb> 
Ten  boys  were  capable  of  keeping  the  deck,  and  seTeiilrf 
thede  very  iniirm. 

•  The  commodore,  on  the  perusal  of  this  melancholy  !»■ 
presentation,  presently  ordered  them  a  supply  of  water  flri 
provisions,  of  which  they  seemed  to  be  in  immediate  wnlf 
and  at  the  same  time  sent  his  own  carpenter  on  board  thiBp 
to  examine  into  the  truth  of  every  particular ;  and  it  bciig 
found,  on  the  strictest  enquiry,  that  the  preceding  acooal 
was  in  no  instance  exaggerated,  it  plainly  appeared,  dfll 
there  was  no  possibility  of  preserving  the  Gloucester  aif 
longer,  as  her  leaks  were  irreparable,  and  the  united  biM 
on  board  both  ships,  capable  of  worlcing,  would  not  beshle 
to  free  her,  even  if  our  own  ship  should  not  employ  any  psrt 
of  them.  What  then  could  be  resolved  on,  -when  it  wasdtt 
utmost  we  ourselves  could  do  to  manage  our  own  ponpi) 
Indeed  there  was  no  room  for  deliberation  ;  the  only  itep 
■to  be  taken  was,  the  saving  the  Uvesof  the  few  that  remtt^ 
ed  on  board  the  Gloucester,  and  getting  out  of  herasBiach 
•as  was  possible  before  she  was  destroyed.     And  iheiefim 
the  commodore  immediately  sent  an  order  to  Captain  Milr 
chel,  as  the  weather  was  now  calm  and  favourable,  to  send 
his  people  on  board  the  Centurion  as  expeditiously  as  he 
.  could  ;  and  to  take  out  such  stores  as  he  could  get  at,  whib 
the  ship  could  be  kept  above  water*    And  as  our  leak  re- 
quired less  attention,  whilst  the  present  easy  weather  coalh 
-nued,  we  sent  our  boats  with  as  many  men  as  we  could  spsi^ 
to  Captain  Mitchel's  assistance* 

-  The  removing  the  Gloucester's  people  on  board  vs,  tfl 
.  the  getting  out  such  stores  as  coula  most  easily  be  comei^ 
gave  us  full  employment  for  two  days.  Mr  Anson  wascff- 
tremely  desirous  to  have  gotten  two  of  ber  cables  and  M 
anchor,  but  the  ship  rolled  so  much,  and  the  men  weieio 
.excessively  fatigued,  that  they  were  incapaUe  of  efiectiii; 
it;  nay,  it  was  even  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  tk 
prize-money,  which  the  Gloucester  had  taken  in  the  Soilh- 
Seas,  was  secured,  and  sent  on  board  the  Genlurion :  Hov- 
ever>  the  prize-goods  on  board  her,  which  amounted  toff* 
veral  thousand  pounds  in  value,  and  were  principally  the 
Centurion's  property,  were  entirely  lost ;  nor  could  any  nM 
provision  be  got  out  than  five  casks  of  flour,  three  of  wUeh 

were  spoiled  by  the  salt-waten  Their  sick  men,  amoontiiV 

10 
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to  near  seventyj  were  r^noioved  into  boats  with  as  much  care 
as  the  circumstances  of  that  time  would  permit;  but  three 
or  four  of  them  expired  a^  they  were  hoisting  them  into  the 
Centurion. 

It  was  the  I5th  of  Atfgnst^  in  the  evenings  before  the 
Gloucester  was  cleared  oi  every  thing  that  was  proposed  to 
be  removed  ;  and  though  the  hold  was  now  almost  full  of 
water,  yet,  as  the  carpenters  were  of  opinion  that  she  might 
still  swim  for  some  time,  if  the  calm  should  continue,  and 
tbe  water  become  smooth,  she  was  set  on  fire ;  for  we  knew 
riot  how  near  we  might  now  be  to  the  island  of  Guam^ 
#hflcii  was  in  the  possession  of  our  enemies,  and  the  wreck 
of  such  a  bhip  would  have  been  to  them  no  contemptible 
acouisition.  When  she  was  set  on  fire,.  Captain  Milchel 
and  his  officers  left  her,  and  came  on  board  the  Centurion : 
And  we  immediately  stood  from  the  wreck,  not  without 
tome  apprehensions  (as  we  had  now  only  a  light  breeze) 
that  if  she  blew  up  soon,  the  concussion  of  the  air  might 
damage  Our  rigging  ;  hot  she  fortunately  burnt,  though 
very  fiercely,  the  whole  night,  her  ^uns  firing  successively, 
as  the  flames  reached  them.  And  it  was  six  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  were  about  four  leagues  distant,  before  she 
blew  up;  the  report  she  made  upon  this  occasion  was  but  a 
small  onof  but  there  was  an  exceeding  black  pillar  of  smoke, 
which  shot  up  into  the  air  to  a  very  considerable  heigtit* 

Thus  perished  his  majesty's  ship  the  Gloucester.  And 
now  it  might  have  been  expected,  that,  being  ffie^.from 
the  embarrassments  which  her  frequent  djsastershad  invol* 
ved  us  in,  we  would  proceed  on  our  way.  much  brisker  than 
we  had  hitherto  done,  especially  as  we  had  received  some 
small  addition  to  our  strength,  by  the. taking  on  board  the 
Gloucester's  crew ;  but  our  anxieties  were  not  yet  to  be  re* 
lieved ;  for,  notwithstanding  all  that  we  had  hitherto  3uflrer* 
cd,  there  remained  much  greater  distresses,  which  we  were 
still  to  struggle  with.  For  the  late  storm,  which  had  pro- 
ved 6(>  fatal  to  the  Gloucester,  had  driven  us  to  the  north* 
ward  of  our  intended  course;  and  the. current  setting  the 
name  way,  after  the  weather  abated,  had  forced  us  still  a 
degree  or  two  farther,  so  that  we  were  now  in  17°  I  of  north 
latitude,  instead  of  being  in  15^  |,  which  was  the  parallel 
we  proposed  to  keep,  in  order  to  reach  the  island  of  Guam : 
And  as  it  htul  been  a  perfect  calm  for  soqne  days  since  the 
cessation  of  the  storm,  and  we  were  ignorant  how  near  we 

were 
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were  to  the  meridiati  of  the  Ladrones^  and  supposed  our- 
selves not  to  be  far  from  it,  we  apprehended  that  we  might 
be  driven  to  the  leeward  of  them  by  the  current,  without 
discovering  them :  [n  this  case,  the  only  land  we  could 
make  would  be  some  of  the  eastern  parts  of  Asia,  where,  if 
we  could  arrive,  we  should  find  the  western  monsoon  in  its 
loll  force,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  stoutest 
best«manned  ship  to  get  in.  And  this  coast  being  removed 
between  four  and  five  hundred  leagues  farther,  we,  in  our 
languishing  circumstances,  could  expect  no  other  than  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  scurvy,  li>ng  before  the  most  favourable 
gale  could  carry  us  to  such  a  distance :  For  our  deaths  were 
now  extremely  alarming,  no  day  passing  in  which  we  did  not, 
bury  eight  or  ten,  and  sometimes  twelve  of  our  men ;  and 
tiiose,  who  had  hitherto  continued  healthy,  began  to  fall. 
down  apace.  Indeed  we  made  the  use  we  could  of  the  pre«> 
sent  calm,  by  employing  our  carpenters  in  searching  aftfff 
the  leak,  which  was  now  considerable,  notwithstanding  the 
little  wind  we  had  :  The  carpenters  at  length  discovered  it 
to  be  in  the  gunner's  fore  store-room,  where  the  water  rush- 
ed in  under  the  breast-hook,  on  each  side  of  the  stem ;  but 
thourii  they  found  where  it  was,  they  agreed  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  stop  it,  till  we  should  get  into  port,  and  till  tbqr. 
could  come  at  it  on  the  outside :  However,  they  did  the 
best  they  could  within  board,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to 
reduce  it,  which  was  a  considerable  relief  to  us. 

We  had  hitherto  considered  the  calm  which  succeeded 
the  storm,  and  which  continued  for  some  days,  as  a  very 
great  misfortune ;  since  the  currents  were  driving  us  to  the 
northward  of  our  parallel,  and  we  thereby  risqued  the  miss* 
ing  of  the  Ladrones,  which  we  now  conceived  ourselves  to 
be  very  near.  But  when  a  gale  sprung  up,  our  condition 
was  still  worse ;  for  it  blew  from  the  S.W .  and  consequent- 
ly was  directly  opposed  to  the  course  we  wanted  to  steer: 
And  though  it  soon  veered  to  the  N.E.  yet  this  served  only 
to  tantalize  us,  for  it  returned  back  again  in  a  very  short 
time  to  its  old  quarter.  However,  on  the  29,d  of  August 
we  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  current  was  shifted; 
and  had  set  us  to  the  southward  :  And  the  23d,  at  day-break, 
we  were  cheered  with  the  discovery  of  two  islands  in  th^ 
western  board  :  This  gave  us  all  great  joy,  and  raised  our 
drooping  spirits;  for  before  this  an  universal  dejeictioo  bad 
seized  us,  and  we  almost  despaired  of  ever  seeing lai^i  agaia: 

The 
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The  nearett  of  these  itlandt  we  afterwards  foaod  to  be  Ana* 
tacao;  we  judged  it  to  be  full  hfleen  ieagui*s  from  us,  and 
il  seesDed  to  be  hifch  land^  though  of  an  indilferent  length : 
Hie  other  was  the  island  of  Serigan  ;  and  had  rather  the 
appearance  of  a  hii;h  rock,  than  a  place  we  could  hope  to 
anchor  at     We  were  extremely  impatiriit  to  get  in  with 
the  nearest  island,  where  we  expected  to  meet  with  anchor- 
iag-f  roondy  and  an  opportunilv  f>r  refreshing  our  »ick  :  But 
tbe  wind  proved  so  variable  all  day,  and  there  was  so  liltle 
of  it,  that  we  advanced  towards  it  liut  slowly;  howtrver,  by 
tbe  next  morning  we  were  got  so  far  to  tlie  westward,  that 
we  were  in  view  of  a  third  island,  which  was  that  of  Faxaros, 
tboogb  marked  in  the  chart  only  as  a  rork.  This  was  small 
and  very  low  land,  and  we  liad  |Mi9s«d  within  leu  than  a 
Bileof  itp  in  the  night,  witfiout  secini;  it :  And  now  at  noon, 
being  within  four  miles  of  the  inland  of  Aiiatacan,  tbe  boat 
was  sent  away  to  examine  the  nnchoring-ground  and  tlir 
pioduce  of  the  placr;  and  wv  were  not  a  little  solicitous  for 
ner  retarn,  as  we  then  courcivcd  our  fate  tu  depend  ufion 
the  report  we  should  rerrive :  For  the  other  two  isiandii 
were  obviously  enouji^b  incapable  of  furnishing  us  with  any 
assistance^  and  we  knew  not  then  thut  there  were  any  others 
which  are  could  rearh.   In  the  evening  the  bout  came  back, 
and  the  crew  informed  us  that  there  was  no  place  for  a  siiip 
to  anchor,  the  bottom  being  every  where  foul  ground,  and 
nllj  except  one  small  spot,  not  less  than  fifty  fathom  in 
depth ;  tiiat  on  that  spot  tlierc  was  thirty  fathom,  though 
not  above  half  a  mile  from  the  shore ;  and  that  the  bank 
waa  steep,  and  could  not  be  depended  on:  They  farther 
told  us^  that  they  had  landed  on  the  island,  but  with  some 
difficulty,  on  account  of  the  greatne^  of  tlie  swell;  that 
ClMy  found  tlie  ground  was  every  where  covered  with  a  kind 
of  cane,  or  rush ;  but  that  thcv  met  with  no  water,  and  did 
not  lielieve  the  place  to  be  inhabited ;  though  the  soil  was 
good,  and  abounded  with  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees* 
This  account  of  the  impossibility  of  anchoring  at  thi^i 
I,  occasioned  a  general  melancholy  on  board ;  for  we 
oonsidered  it  as  little  less  than  the  prelude  to  our  destruc- 
;  and  our  despondency  was  increased  by  u  disappoint- 
\i  we  met  with  the  siRxcediug  night ;  for,  us  we  were 
plying  under  top-sails,  with  an  intention  of  getting  nearer 
in  the  island,  and  of  sending  our  boat  on  shore  to  load  with 
for  the  refreshment  of  unr  sick^tlie  wind  proved 

squally. 
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squiilly^  and  Mew  no  strong  ofl*  shore,  as  to  drive  ds  sO'lii 
thf!  southward,  thai  we  dtired  not  to  send  off  oar  boat  j 
now  ihe  only  possible  circumstance,  that  conld  secure  the 
ihat  remained  alive  rrom  perishing,  was  the  accidcMd: 
ing  in  with  some  other  of  .the  Lrfinrone  islandt,  bette^ 
pared  for  our  accommodation ;  and  as  oor  knowledjgj 
thesis  inlands  was  extremely  imperfect,  we  were  to  trail 
tirciy  to  chance  for  our  guidance;  only  as  they  are  a! 
liiofii  usually  laid  down  near  the  same  meridian,  and 
had  conceivofl  those  we  had  already  seen  to  he  part  dPtl 
we  concluded  to  stand  to  ihe  southward,  as  the  most  pn 
hie  means  of  falling  in  with  the  next.  Thus,  with  thei 
gloomy  persuasion  of  our  approaching  destruction^  we  si 
from  the  island  of  Anntncon,  having  nil  of  us  the  straa 
apprehensions  (and  those  not  ill  founded)  either  of  dyti 
the  scurvy,  or  of  f>erishing  with  the  ship,  which^for  i 
of  hands  to  work  her  pumps,  might  in  a  aliort  time  be 
peeted  to  foanderi^ 

Sectiotj  XXV. 

Oar  Arntal  at  Thiian,  and  an  Account  of  the  Island,  «■ 
our  Proceedhtgs  there,  till  the  Centurion  drove  out  to  Si 

It  whs  the  SHth  of  August,  1 74^9  in  the  morning,  wbes 
lost  sight  of  Anatacan.  The  next  morning  we  discoff 
three  other  islands  to  the  eastward,  which  were  from  la 
fourteen  lea^aies  from  us.  ThrKe  were,  as  we  aftenM 
learnt,  the  islands  of  ^nypan,  Tinian,  and  Agaigan.  ^ 
immediately  steered  towards  Tininn,  which  was  the  nidi 
most  of  the  three,  but  had  so  much  of  calms  and  lighll 
that  though  we  were  helped  forwanU  hy  the  correiil%^ 
next  day,  nt  dny-hrcak,  we  were  at  least  five  leagues  dM 
from  it.  However,  we  kept  on  our  course,  and  aboil' 
in  the  morning  we  perceived  a  proa  under  sail  to  thesui 
wani,  between  Tinian  aud  Aguigan.  As  we  imagincdip 
hrnre  that  these  islands  were  inhabited,  and  knew  ihill 
Spaninrds  had  always  a  force  at  (ilnam,  we  took  the  Mf 
ssiry  prceaulions  for  our  own  sc^cnrity,  and  for  prevcflli 
thr  nieniy  from  taking  advantage  of  our  present  wreMl 
rircuniKlnnres,  of  whicl)  they  wouhl  be  sulhciently  NifiM 
hy  Ihe  manner  of  our  working  the  ship;  we  tlierefbretfi 

tfi 
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tftred  all  otir  hands,  who  were  capable  of  itandino;  to  their 
mnsy  and  loaded  onr  upper  and  quarter-deck  guns  with 
prape-shot;  and,  that  we  might  the  more  readily  procure 
lome  intelligence  of  the  state  oF  these  islands^  we  showed 
Spanish  colpurs,  and  hoisted  a  red  flag  at  the  fbre-top-^mast-' 
headj  to  give  our  ship  the  appearance  of  the  Manilla  gal- 
leon, hoping  thereby  to  decoy  some  of  the  inhabitants  on 
bo^rd  us.  Thus  preparing  ourselves^  and  standing  towards 
the  land,  we  were  near  enough,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
to  send  the  cutter  in  shore,  te  find  out  a  proper  birth  for 
the  ship ;  and  we  soon  perceived  that  a  proa  came  off  the 
Aiore  to  meet  the  cutter,  fully  persuaded,  as  we  afterward? 
S^ind,  that  we  were  the  Manilla  ship.  As  we  saw  the  cut- 
ler returning  back  with  the  proa  in  tow,  we  immediately 
lent  the  pinnace  to  receive  the  proa  and  the  prisoners,  and 
to  bring  them  on  board,  that  the  cutter  might  proceed  on 
lier  errand.  The  pinnace  came  back  with  a  Spaniard  and 
Four  Indians,  which  were  the  people  taken  in  the  proa. 
The  Spaniard  was  immediately  examined  as  to  the  produce 
ind  circumstances  of  this  island  of  Tinian,  and  his  account 
3f  it  surpassed  even  our  most  sanguine  hopes ;  for  he  in- 
brmed  us  that  it  was  uninhabited,  which,  in  our  present  dc- 
bnceless  condition,  was  an  advantage  not  to  be  despiscdy 
specially  as  it  wanted  but  few  of  the  conveniences  that 
rould  be  expected  in  the  most  cultivated  country ;  for  he 
issured  us,  that  there  was  great  plenty  of  very  good  water,* 
Ind  that  there  were  an  incredible  number  of  cattle,  hogs, 
ind  poultry  running  wild  on  the  island,  all  of  them  exceU 
ent  m  their  kind  ;  that  the  woods  produced  sweet  and  sout 
iranges,  limes,  lemons,  and  cocoa-nuts  in  great  plenty,  be- 
ides  a  fruit  peculiar  to  these  islands  (called  by  Dampier> 
iread-fruit) ;  that  from  the  quantity  and  goodness  of  the 
irovisions  produced  here,  the  Spaniards  at  Guam  made  use 
if  it  as  a  store  for  supplying  the  garrison  ;  tlnit  he  himself 
iras  a  serjeant  of  that  garrison,  and  was  sent  here  with 
;weQty-two  Indians  to  jerk  beef,  which  he  was  to  load  for 
3oam  on  board  a  small  bark  of  about  fifteen  ton,  which  lay 
It  anchor  near  the  shore. 

'  This  account  was  received  by  us  wrtb  inexpressible  joy  : 
E^iurt  of  it  we  were  ourselves  able  to  Verify  on  the  spot,  as 
pre  were  by  this  time  near  enough  to  discover  several  nu- 
sierons  herds  of  cattle  feeding  in  different  places  of  the 
ilimd ;  and  we  did  not  any  ways  doubt  the  rest  of  his  re- 
lation. 


btxco,  »  the  appcanace  of  ifae 
in  iu  f«Toiir,  aiid  made  ns  borie,  that  bo&  tmkf 
titfi  mizht  be  there  fo!k  relieTcd.  and 
^tfp^,  b«t  that,  anidft  thoee  plcasmz 
tisen  in  view,  ve  miznt  proccre  oarsehrei 
and  reUxatioo,  after  the  mmeroas  faAicaes 
;;one :  For  the  prospect  of  the  coantiy  jid  fajno  aeanire* 
Moible  thai  of  an  oninhabited  aod  uncoltaivfeed  ptaoe,  kit 
l.ad  much  more  the  air  of  a  magDificeni  pbatatioii, 
iarjre  lawni  auid  stately  woods  had  been  laid  ool  te 
with  f^eat  skill,  and  vhere  the  whole  had  been  ao  aiflfid^f 
combined,  and  so  judiciousk  adapted  to  the  slopes  of  tb 
hills,  and  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  as  to  pradwea 
most  Btrikint;  effect,  and  to  do  honour  to  the  inTCBtiQn  of 
ttic  contriver.  Thus  (an  event  not  unlike  what  we  had  al- 
ready seen)  we  were  forced  upon  the  most  desirable  and  sa* 
Jatary  measures  by  accidents,  which  at  first  sight  we  conn-. 
dered  as  the  greatest  of  misfortunes ;  for  had  we  not  bcca 
driven  by  tiie  contrary  winds  and  currents  to  the  northwaid 
of  our  coarse  (a  circumstance  which  at  that  time  gave  as 
the  most  terrible  apprehensions)  we  should,  in  all  probabili- 
ty,  never  have  arrived  at  this  delightful  island^  and  cooie- 
f^iictitiy  we  hhould  have  missed  of  that  place^  where  aloae 
all  our  wants  could  be  most  amply  relieved,  our  aick  reoo* 
vercd,  and  our  enfeebled  crew  once  more  refreshed^  and  en- 
abled to  put  again  to  sea. 

The  Spanish  serjeant,  from  whom  we  received  the  accoaat 
of  the  island,  having  informed  us  that  there  were  some  fan 
dians  on  shore  under  his  command,  employed  in  jerkiae 
beef,  and  that  there  was  a  bark  at  anchor  to  take  it  on  boaro) 
we  were  desirous,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
escaping,  who  doubtless  would  have  given  the  governor  of 
(juam  intelligence  of  our  arrival ;  and  we  therefore  immcp 
diately  dispatched  the  pinnace  to  secure  the  bark,  which  the 
;<erjeant  told  us  was  the  only  embarkation  on  the  place;  and 
then,  about  eight  in  the  evening,  we  let  go  our  anchor  in 
twenty- two  fathom ;  and  though  it  was  almost  calm^  aod 
whintevcr  vigour  and  spirit  was  to  be  found  on  board  was 
doubtless  exerted  to  the  utmost  on  this  pleasing  occasioa, 
u  hen,  after  having  kept  the  sea  for  some  months,  we  wcrt 
zoiiii^  to  take  possession  of  this  little  paradise,  yet  we  wdC 
tiill  ii  vc  hours  in  furling  our  sails  :  It  is  true,  we  were  lonie^ 

what 
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what  weakened  by  the  crcwi  of  the  cutter  and  pinnace  having 
been  tent  on  shore ;  bni  it  ii  not  leu  true,  thal^  inclodinK 

ahflmt  with  the  boatik  iind  lonie  nei^roand  Indian  pri- 
irt,  all  the  liaiidt  we  could  mutter  CNpable  of  »tandinff 
at  a  Kun  amounted  to  no  more  than  Bcventy-ono,  inoit  of 
which  number  too  wrre  im^pablc  of  duty ;  hut  cm  the 
greatest  emergencies  this  was  all  the  force  we  could  collect, 
in  our  present  enfeebled  condition,  from  thp  united  crews 
of  the  CenUirion^  the  Gloucf-ster^  and  Uie  Trval,  which, 
when  we  departed  from  England,  consisted  aliogcUier  of 
wear  a  thousand  hands. 

When  we  had  furled  our  sails,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
night  was  allowed  to  our  people  for  their  repose,  to  recover 
them  from  the  fatigue  Ihey  had  undergone;  and  in  the 
flMwning  a  party  was  sent  on  siiore  well  armed,  of  which  I 
'syself  was  one,  to  make  ourselves  masters  of  the  landing 
place,  as  we  were  not  certain  what  opnotition  might  be 
wsade  hj  the  Indians  on  the  island :  We  landed  withoot 
-dHicaltj,  for  the  Indians  haf  ing  perceived,  by  our  seiinre 
of  the  bark  the  night  before,  that  we  were  enemies,  tbqr 
mnDadiately  fled  into  the  woody  parts  of  the  island.  We 
fiaand  on  shore  many  huts  which  they  had  inhabited,  and 
wrhich  saved  us  both  the  time  and  trouble  of  erecting  tenta; 

of  these  huts  which  the  Indians  made  use  of  for  a  store- 
was  very  large,  being  twenty  yards  long,  and  fifteen 
baead  \  this  we  immediately  cleared  of  some  bales  of  jerked 
baef,  which  we  found  in  it,  and  converted  it  into  an  hospi- 
tal  for  oar  sick,  who  as  soon  as  the  place  was  ready  to  re* 
cwiwe  tliem  were  brought  on  shore,  being  in  all  a  hundred 

twenty-eight :  Numbers  of  tliese  were  so  very  helpless 

we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  from  the  boats  to  the 
hospital  upon  our  shoulders,  in  which  humane  employment 
(aa  oefore  at  Juan  Femandes)  tlie  commodore  himself,  and 
aswry  one  of  his  officers,  were  ens^aged  without  distinction ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  great  debility  and  the  dyinj<  aspects 
of  the  greatest  part  of  our  sick,  it  is  almost  incredible  hou- 
aooo  they  began  to  feel  the  salutary  influence  of  the  land  : 
Ibr,  though  we  buried  twenty-one  men  on  this  and  the  pre- 
cweding  day,  yet  we  did  not  lose  above  ten  men  more  du- 

onr  whole  two  months  stay  here ;  and  in  general,  our 

received  so  much  benefit  from  the  fruits  of  the 

1^  particulurly  the  fruits  of  the  acid  kind^  that,  in  a 

week's 
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week's  time^  there  were  but  few  who  were  not  so  tm 
veredj  as  to  be  able  to  move  abont  witboat  help.* 

Whilst  we  were  employed  in  the  removal  or  onr  i 
shore,  four  of  the  Indians^  being  part  of  the  Spani 
jenn(*8  detachment,  came  and  surrendered  themM 
us,  so  that  with  those  we  took  in  the  proa^  we  h 
eii::ht  of  them  in  our  custody.  One  of  the  four,  wi 
initted,  undertook  to  show  us  the  most  convenien 
i'or  kiHing  cattle^  and  two  of  our  men  were  orderei 
tend  him  on  that  service;  but  one  of  them  unwarily  1 
the  Indian  with  his  fireloqk  and  pistol^  the  Indian  i 
with  them  into  the  woods  :  His  countrymen,  who  re 
behind^  were  apprehensive  of  suffering  for  this  pe 
their  comrade,  and  therefore  begged  leave  to  aenci 
their  own  party  into  the  country,  who  they  engaged 
both  bring  back  the  arms,  and  persuade  the  whole 
mcnt  from  Guam  to  submit  to  us.  The  commodore  | 
their  request;  and  one  of  them  was  dispatched, 
errand,  who  returned  next  day,  and  brought  back  I 
]ock  and  pistol,  but  assured  us,  he  had  met  widi  tb 
patli-way  in  the  wood^  and  protested  that  he  bad  n 
able  to  meet  with  any  one  of  his  countrymen  :  Tbi 
had  so  little  the  air  of  truth,  that  we  suspected  Ui> 
some  treachery  carrying  on,  and  therefore,  to  pten 
future  communication  amongst  them,  we  imraedial 
dcrcd  all  the  Indians  who  were  in  our  power  on  boi 
ship,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  return  any  more  on 

When  our  sick  were  well  settled  on  the  island,  i 
ployed  all  the  hands  that  could  be  spared  from  atl 
them,  in  arming  the  cables  with  a  good  rounding, 
fathom  from  the  anchor,  to  secure  them  from  being  i 
by  the  coral  rocks^  which  here  abounded:  And  thii 
completed,  our  next  attention  was  our  leak,  and  in  (M 
raise  it  out  of  water,  we,  on  the  first  of  September,-be, 
get  the  guns  aft  to  bring  the  ship  by  the  stem ;  aa 
the  carpenters,  being  able  to  come  at  it  on  the  ouisid 
yed  off  the  old  sheathing  that  was  left,  and  caulked  i 
scams  on  both  sides  the  cut-water,  and  leaded  thea 
and  then  new-sheathed  the  bows  to  the  surface  of  ll 
ter  :  By  this  means  we  conceived  the  defect  was  suflk 

sec 

^  TJ'^'  (I (ascription  of  this  beautiful  island,  ::nd  its  most  detiriLle | 
tionh,  is  deferred  till  me  come  to  the  voyage  of  Commodore  Bjm 
visited  it  iu  1765.— £• 
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dcured ;  but  upon  our  begioaing  to  bring  the  guns  into 
beir  places,  we  had  the  mortification  to  perceive,  that  the 
rater  rushed  into  the  ship  in  the  old  place^  with  as  much 
iolence  as  ever :  Hereupon  we  were  necessitated  to  begin 
gain ;  and  tliat  our  second  attempt  might  be  more  etfec- 
lal,  we  cleared  the  fore  store-room,  and  sent  a  hundred 
nd  thirty  barrels  of  powder  on  board  the  small  Spanibh 
ark  we  had  seized  here,  by  which  means  we  raised  the 
lip  about  three  feet  out  of  the  water  forwards^  and  the 
irpenters  ripped  off  the  sheathing  lower  down^  and  new 
milked  all  the  seams,  and  afterwards  laid  on  new  sheath- 
ig:^  and  tiien^  supposing  the  leak  to  be  effectually  stoppedj 
e  began  to  move  the  guns  fonn  ards ;  but  the  upper  deck 
BDs  were  scarcely  in  their  places,  when,  to  our  amazement^ 
.  burst  out  again ;  and  now,  as  we  durst  not  cut  away  the 
aing  within  board,  lest  a  but-end  or  a  plank  might  start,' 
id  we  might  go  down  immediately,  we  had  no  other  re« 
laixie  left  than  chincing  and  caulking  within  board  ;  and 
ideed  by  this  means  the  leak  was  stopped  for  some  time ; 
■t  when  our  guns  were  all  in  their  places,  and  our  stores 
ere  taken  on  board,  the  water  again  forced  its  way  through 

bole  in  the  stem,  where  one  of  the  bolts  was  driven  in;- 
IhI  on  this  we  desisted  from  all  farther  efforts,  being  now 
ell  assured,  that  Uie  defect  was  in  the  stem  itself,  and 
lat  it  was  not  to  be  remedied  till  we  should  have  an  op- 
artuoity  of  heaving  down. 

Towards  the  middle  of  September,  several  of  our  sick 
"Cre  tolerably  recovered  by  their  residence  on  shore  ;  and, 
a  the  l£th  of  September,  all  those  who  were  so  far  relie- 
od,  since  their  arrival,  as  to  be  capable  of  doing  duty, 
rere  sent  on  board  the  ship :  And  then  the  commodore, 
rbo  was  himself  ill  of  the  scurvy,  had  a  tent  erected  for 
Jm  on  shore,  where  he  went  with  the  view  of  staying  a 
ear  days  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  being  convinced, 
pr  ihe  general  experience  of  his  people,  that  no  otiier  me- 
nod  but  living  on  the  land  was  to  be  trusted  to  for  tht  re- 
noval  of  this  dreadful  malady.  The  place,  wiiere  his  tent, 
ras  pitched  on  this  occasion,  was  near  the  well,  whence  we 
|ot  all  our  water,  and  was  indeed  a  most  elegant  spot.  - 
-  A%  the  crew  on  board  were  now  reinforced  b}*  the  reco- 
vied  hands  returned  from  the  island,  we  began  to  send  our 
ask  on  shore  to  be  fitted  up,  which  till  now  could  not  be 
ime^  for  the  coopers  were  not  well  enough  to  work.     We 

likewise 
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likewise  wdglicd  our  anchoni^  that  we  might  ejEanhw  m 
eiMcB,  which  we  ftnspeclecl  had  by  this  time  receive^  M*" 
f»iderable  damage.  And  as  the  new  moon  was  now  nppffJMllNt 
ittij;,  vfhf',n  we  apprehended  violent  gales,  the  comoM' 
For  our  greater  security^  ordered  that  part  of  the  cables 
lo  tlie  anchors  to  l)e  anned  with  trie  chains  of  the 
;;ra[>i)«:]s ;   and  they  were  besides  cackled   twenty  fathssi 
i'loni  the  anchors,  und  seven  i'atliom  from  the  servieSi  «M 
a  good  founding:  oF  a  4i  inch  hawser ;  and  to  all  tbeiS|Ph 
<:autioiis  we  added  that  of  lowering  the  main  and  fixefMl 
close  down,  that  in  case  of  blowing  weather  the  wittd  SM||hl 
have  less  power  upon  the  ship,  to  make  her  ride  a  stiahk 

Thus  eflectnally  prepared,  as  we  conceived,  we  expssiri 
the  new  moon,  which  was  the  I8lh  of  September^  and  li- 
ding  safe  that  and  the  three  succeeding  days,  (though  Ae 
weather  proved  very  squally  anr!  uncertain)  we  flatineds^ 
selves  (for  1  was  then  on  board)  that  the  prudeneeef  sw 
measures  had  secured  us  from  all  accidents ;  but,  oi  As 
SSd,  tl>e  wind  blew  from  the  eastward  with  such  fury,  ihtf 
we  soon  despaired  of  ridinfr  out  the  storm  ;  and  thenilw 
we  should  have  been  extremely  glad  that  the  commodw 
und  the  rest  of  our  people  on  shore,  which  were  the  gnU^ 
est  part  of  our  hands,  hud  been  on  board  with  us,  sines  sw 
only  hopes  of  safety  seemed  to  depend  on  onr  pottiag  is* 
mediately  to  »ca;  hut  ail  communication  with  the  ibHt 
was  now  eflfcctually  cutoff, for  there  was  no  possibililvM 
»  boat  could  live,  so  that  we  were  necessitated  to  ride  it  oi^ 
till  our  cables  parted.  Indeed  it  was  not  long  before dv 
happened,  for  the  small  bower  parted  at  five  in  thesAtf* 
noon,  and  the  ship  swung  off  to  the  liest  bower;  and  silk 
jii^htcaitic  on,  tli<;  violence  of  the  wind  still  increased;  hrt 
notwith^tf'inding  its  inexpressible  fury,  the  tide  ran  with  i* 
jniich  rapifiity,  as  to  prevail  over  it ;  for  the  tide  haviagirt 
to  tlw:  northward  in  the  hegiiming  of  the  storm,  turned isi* 
dciiiy  to  the  southward  about  six  in  the  evening,  and  fticfli 
tlie  ship  before  it  in  despight  of  the  storm,  which  biewlj^ 
on  the  beam  :  And  now  the  sea  broke  most  surprisingly* 
round  us,  and  a  large  tumbling  swell  threatened  topooptfl 
the  lon'^-hoat,  \i iiich  was  at  this  time  moored  a-stern,wsiii 
a  sudden  canted  so  high,  that  it  broke  the  transem  of  Ai 
roiiimodorc's  gallery,  whose  cabin  was  on  the  quarter-dsA 
and  would  doubtless  have  risen  as  high  as  the  taffersif  IkI 
ii  not  been  for  this  stroke  which  stove  the  boftt  all  toiiisevi 
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bat  the  poor  bost-kecper,  though  extremely  broisedp  was 
MTcd  almost  by  miracle.  A  boat  fight  the  t^ide  ■Uckened, 
hot  the  wind  did  not  abate;  to  tluit  at  eleven,  the  best 
bower-cable,  by  which  alone  we  rode,  i>arted.  Our  ihcet- 
■nchor.  which  was  the  only  one  we  haa  left,  was  instantly 
cot  from  the  bow ;  but  before  it  could  reach  the  l)Ottom» 
we  were  drircn  from  twenty-two  into  Uiirty-tive  fathom ; 
and  after  we  had  veered  away  one  whole  cable*  and  two- 
thirds  of  another,  we  could  not  6nd  ground  with  siity  fa- 
thom of  line :  Tliis  was  a  plain  indication,  that  the  anchor 
lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  could  not  hold  us.  In 
ttua  piessing  danger,  Mr  Saumarez,  our  Arst  lieutenant, 
who  DOW  commanded  on  board,  ordered  several  guns  to  be 
fired,  and  lights  to  be  shown,  as  a  signal  to  the  commodore 
of  our  distress ;  and  in  a  short  time  after,  it  being  then 
aboat  one  o'clock,  and  the  night  excessively  dark,  a  strong 
nat,  attended  with  rain  and  lightning,  drove  us  off  the 
bank,  and  forced  us  out  to  sea,  leaving  behind  us*  on  the 
island,  Mr  Anson,  with  many  more  of  our  officers,  and 
great  part  of  our  crew,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  an  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  persons.  Thus  were  we  all,  both  at  sea 
and  on  shore,  reduced  to  the  utmost  despair  by  this  catas- 
trophe, those  on  ehore  conceiving  they  had  no  means  left 
them  ever  to  leave  the  island,  and  wo  on  board  utterly  un- 
prepared to  struggle  with  the  fury  of  the  seas  and  winds  we 
were  now  exposed  to,  and  expecting  cacli  moment  lo  be 
oar  last. 
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Trffjnar/foas  at  Tinian  after  ike  Departure  of  the  Centurion. 

The  storm,  which  drove  the  Centurion  to  sea»  blew  with 
too  moch  turbulence  to  permit  either  the  commodore  or 
any  of  tiie  penple  on  shore  hearing  the  guns,  which  she  fired 
as  signals  of  distress ;  and  the  frequent  glare  of  the  light- 
ning had  prevented  the  explosions  from  being  observed: 
8m  that,  when  at  day-break,  it  was  perceived  from  the  shore 
the  ship  was  missing,  there  was  the  utmost  constemap 
soncst  tliem :  For  ranch  the  greatest  part  of  them 
kisn  condoded  that  she  was  lost,  and  entreated  the 

boft  Bsight  be  sent  round  the  island  to 
2  F  look 
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look  for  the  wreck ;  and  those  who  believed'  her  safe,  \ai 
scarcely  any  expectation  that  she  wonld  ever  be  aUel* 
make  the  island  again :  For  the  wind  contiaoed  to  bkii 
strong  at  east^  and  they  knew  bow  poorly  she  was  nuDMi 
and  provided  for  struggling  with  so  tempestoom  ■  tf'iv 
And  if  the  Centurion  was  lost^or  should  be  incapable  OTie* 
turning,  there  appeared  no  possibility  of  their  ever  gcttiBg 
off  the  island  :  For  they  were  at  least  six  hundred  leagoei 
from  Macao^  which  was  their  nearest  port ;  and  they  woe 
masters  of  no  other  vessel  than  the  sn^all  Spanish  Mrkjrf 
about  fifteen  tan,  which  they  seized  at  their  first  arrival^  ad 
which  would  not  even  hold  a  fourth  part  of  their  nuniber; 
And  the  chance  of  their  being  taken  off  the  island  by  tile 
casual  arrival  of  any  ship  was  altogether  desperate ;  as  pe^ 
haps  no  European  ship  had  ever  anchored  here  beforeittiii 
it  were  madness  to  expect  that  like  incidents  should  seod 
another  in  an  hundred  ages  to  come :  So  that  their  despoad- 
ing  thoughts  cpuld  only  suggest  to  them  the  melancho^ 
prospect  of  spending  the  remainder  of' their  days  oottai 
island,  and  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to  their  country^  their 
friends^  their  families^  and  all  their  domestic  jendearmeoln 

Nor  was  this  the  worst  they  had  to  fear :  For  th^  had 
reason  to  expect^  that  the  governor  of  Guam^  when  be 
should  be  informed  of  their  situation^  might  send  a  ferae 
sufficient  to  overpower  them^  and  to  remove  them  to  thit 
island ;  and  then^  the  most  favourable  treatment  they  coaU 
hope  for  would  be  to  be  detained  prisoners  for  life;  sincei 
from  the  known  policy  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  ie 
their  distant  settlements^  it  was  rather  to  be  expected,  that 
the  governor,  if  he  once  bad  them  in  his  power,  wobU 
make  their  want  of  commissions  ("nil  of  them  being  on  bond 
the  Centurion)  a  pretext  for  treating  them  as  pirates,  and 
for  depriving  them  of  their  lives  with  infamy. 

In  the  midst  of  these  gloomy  reflections,  Mr  Anson  IM 
bis  share  of  disquietude  ;  but  he  kept  up  his  usual  coopo* 
sure  and  steadiness :  And  having  soon  projected  a  tchaie 
for  extricating  himself  and  his  men  from  their  present  0- 
xious  situation,  he  first  communicated  it  to  some  of  the 
most  intelligent;  and  being  satisBed  that  it  was  pradie^ 
able,  he  then  endeavoured  to  animate  his  people  to  a  speoif 
and  vigorous  prosecution  of  it.  With  this  view  he  repi^ 
sented  to  them,  how  little  foundation  there  was  for  their  1^ 
prehensions  of  the  Centurion's  being  lost :   That  he  shoatd 

have 
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have  hoped,:  they  bed  been  all  of  them  belter  acquainted 
with^fl^a*afiair8^  than  to  give  way  to  the  impression  of  so 
chimerical  a  fright ;  and  that  he  doubted  not,  if  they  would 
seriously  consider  what  soch  a  ship  was  capable  of  enduring, 
they,  wouljd  confess  that  there  was  not  the  least  probability 
of  her  hitving  perished:  That  h^  was  not  without  hopes  that  , 
she  might  return  in  a  few  days ;  but  if  she  did  not,  the 
worst  that. could  be  supposed  was,  that  she  was  driven  so 
£Eur  to  the  leeward  of  the  island  that  she  could  not  regain' 
it,  and  that  she  would  consequently  be  obliged  to  bear  away 
for  M^icao  on  the  coast  of  Cliina :  That  as  it  was  necessary 
to  be  prepared  against  all  events,  he  had,  in  this  case,  con- 
sidered of  a  method  of  carrying  them  off  the  island,  and 
jpaning  their  old  ship  the  Centurion  again  at  Macao :  That 
this  method  was  to  hale  the  Spanish  bark  on  shore,  to  saw 
her  asunder,  and  to  lengthen  her  twelve  feet,  which  would 
enlarge  her  to  near  forty  tun  burthen,  and  would  enable  her 
to  carry  them  all  to  China :  That  he  bad  consulted  the  car- 
penters, and  they  had  agreed  that  this  proposal  was  very 
feasible,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  execute  it,  but 
the  united  resolution  and  industry  of  the  whole  body :  He 
added,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  share  the  fatigue  and 
hibour  with  them,  and  would  expect  no  more  from  any  man 
than  what  he  himself  was  ready  to  submit  to ;  "he  conclu* 
ded  with  representing  to  them  the  importance  of  saving  time; 
and  that,  in  order  to  be  the  better  prepared  for  all  events, 
it  was  necessary  to  set  to  work  immediately,  and  to  take  it 
for  granted,  that  the  Centurion  would  not  be  able  to  put 
back  (which  was  indeed  the  commodore's  secret  opinion ;) 
since,  if  she  did  return,  they  should  only  throw  away  a  few 
days  application ;  *but,  if  she  did  not,  their  situation,  and  the 
reason  of  tlje  year,  required  their  utmost  dispatch. 

These  remonstrances,  though  not  without  effect,  did  not 
immediately  operate  so  powerfully  as  Mr  Anson  wished :  He 
ijideed  raised  their  spirits,  by  showing  them  the  possibility 
of  their  getting  away,  of  which  they  had  before  despaired ; 
but  then,  from  their  confidence  of  this  resource,  they  grew 
less  apprehensive  of  their  situation,  gave  a  greater  scope  to 
t^eir  hopes,  and  flattered  themselves  that  the  Centurion 
would  return  and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  commodore's 
scheme,  which  they  could  easily  foresee  would  be  a  work  of 
opnsiderable  labour.  By  this  means,  it  was  some  days  be- 
fore they  were  all  of  them  heartily  engaged  in  the  project; 

but 
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but  at  last,  being  ia  general  convinced  of  the  impotailiifiU 
of  the  ship's  return,  they  set  themseWes  seaJotiBly  to  Ae  w^ 
ferent  tasks  allotted  them,  and  were  as  indnstriona  and  ti 
eager  as  their  commander  could  desire,  punctually  asM^ 
bliBg  at  day«break  at  Uie  rendezvous,  if  hence  they  wMe 
distributed  to  their  different  employmentSf  which  they  fal- 
lowed with  unusual  vigour  till  night  came  on. 

And  here  I  must  interrupt  the  course  of  this  transactiaB 
for  a  moment^  to  relate  an  incident  which  for  some  tine 
gave  Mr  Anson  more  concern  than  all  the  preceding  diaih 
tars.  A  few  days  after  the  ship  was  driven  off,  some  of  dtt 
people  on  shore  cried  out,  A  sail.  This  spread  a  genenl 
joy,  every  one  supposing  that  it  was  the  ship  returning ;  tel 
presently  a  secoud  sail  was  descried,  which  quite  destrmcd 
their  conjecture,  and  made  it  difficult  to  goess  what  twT 
were.  The  commodore  eagerly  turned  hia  glcMt  towarn 
them,  and  saw  they  were  two  boats  ;  on  which  it  immedi- 
^ely  occurred  to  him  that  the  Centurion  was  g^ne  to  the 
bottom,  and  that  these  were  her  two  boats  coming  htck 
with  the  remains  oF  her  people ;  and  this  sudden  and  nnei- 
pected  suggestion  wrought  on  him  so  powerfully,  that^  to 
*  conceal  his  emotion,  he  was  obliged  (without  speaking  to 
any  one)  instantly  to  retire  to  his  tent,  where  he  past  some 
bitter  moments,  in  the  firm  belief  that  the  ship  was  lost,  and 
that  now  all  his  views  of  farther  distressing  the  enemy,  and 
oF still  signalizing  his  expedition  by  some  important  ezpbi^ 
were  at  an  end. 

But  he  was  soon  relieved  from  these  disturbing  thoogbtii 
by  discovering  that  the  two  boats  in  the  oiling  were  Indiaii 
proas,  and,  perceiving  that  they  stood  towards  the  shore,  be 
directed  every  appearance  that  could  give  them  any  suni* 
ciou  to  be  removed,  and  concealed  his  people  in  the  adja- 
cent thickets,  prepared  to  secure  the  Indians  when  tbey 
should  land  ;  but,  after  the  proas  had  stood  in  within  a  qn8^ 
ter  of  a  mile  of  the  land,  they  suddenly  stopt  short,  and  le* 
maining  there  motionless  for  near  two  liours,  they  then 
made  sail  again,  and  stood  to  the  southward. — ^To  retonlo 
the  projected  enlargement  of  the  bark. 

If  we  examine  t)ow  they  were  prepared  for  going  throqfa 
with  this  undertaking,  on  which  their  safety  depended, «e 
shall  find,  that,  independent  of  other  matters  which  were  of 
as  much  importance,  the  lengthening  of  the  bark  alone  wai 
^ttended  with  great  difficulty.    Indeed,  iii  a  proper  placej 

wher? 
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where  all  the  necessary  materiala  and  tools  were  to  be  bad^ 
the  embarrassment  would  have  been  much  Icfs ;  but  some  of 
these  tools  were  to  be  made,  and  many  of  the  materials  were 
wanting;  and  it  required  no  small  degree  of  invention  to 
supply  all  these  deficiences.  And  when  the  hull  of  the  bark 
should  be  completed,  this  was  but  one  article ;  and  there 
were  many  others  of  equal  weight,  which  were  to  be  weH 
considered :  These  were  the  rigging  it,  the  victualling  i^ 
Aud,  lastly,  the  navigating  it,  for  the  space  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  leagues,  through  unknown  seas,  where  no  one  of 
•the  company  had  ever  passed  before.  In  some  of  these 
particulars  such  obstacles  occurred,  that,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  very  extraordinary  and  unexpected  accidents,  the 
possibility  of  the  whole  enterprise  would  have  fallen  to  the 
ground,  and  their  utmost  industry  and  efforts  must  have 
been  fruitless.  Of  all  these  circumstances  I  shall  make  a 
short  recital. 

Jt  fortunately  happened  that  the  carpenters,  both  of 
the  Gloucester  and  or  the  Tryal,  with  their  chests  of  tools, 
were  on  shore  when  the  ship  drove  out  to  sea ;  the  smith, 
.too,  was  on  shore,  and  had  with  him  his  forge  and  some 
tools,  but  unhappily  his  bellows  had  not  been  brought  from 
on  board,  so  that  he  was  incapable  of  working,  and  without 
his  assistance  they  could  not  nope  to  proceed  with  their  dcr 
sign ;  their  first  attention,  therefore,  was  to  make  him  a  pair 
of  bellows,  but  in  this  they  were  for  some  time  puzzled,  by 
their  want  of.leather ;  however,  as  they  had  hides  in  suiH- 
cnent  plenty,  and  they  had  found  a  hogshead  of  lime,  which 
the  Indians  or  Spaniards  had  prepared  for  their  own  use, 
they  tanned  some  hides  with  this  lime;  and  though  we  may 
suppose  the  workmanship  to  be  but  indifferent,  yet  the  lea* 
ther  they  thus  made  served  tolerably  well,  and  th^  bellows 
(to  which  a  gun-barrel  served  for  a  pipe)  had  no  other  in* 
convenience  than  that  of  being  somewhat  strong*8cented 
from  the  imperfection  of  the  tanner's  work. 

Whilst  the  smith  was  preparing  the  necessary  iron  work, 
others  were  employed  in  cutting  down  trees,  and  sawing 
tliem  into  plank,  and  this  being  the  most  laborious  task, 
the  commodore  himisclf  wroup:ht  at  it  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  his  people^  As  there  were  neither  blocks  nor  cord* 
age  sufficient  for  tackles  to  hale  the  bark  on  shore,  it  was 
proposed  to  get  her  up  on  rollers ;.  and  for  these  the  body 
of  the  cocoa-nut  tree  was  extremely  useful,  for  its  smooih- 

ncsis 
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ness  and  circular  tarn  prevented  touch,  labour,  and  fitted  H  ton 
the  purpose  with  very  little  workmanship ;  many  of  theietfM 
ivere  therefore  felled,  and  the  ends  of  them  properly  optti" 
•ed  for  the  reception  of  hand«8pikes ;  and  in  the  mean  iiwft 
:a  dry  dock  was  dug  for  the  barK,  and  ways  laid  from  ibcitt 

Suite  into  the  sea  lo  facilitate  the  bringing  her  up.  Beiidei 
lose  who  were  thus  occupied  in  preparing  measnres  for  the 
future. enlargement  of  the  bark,  a  party  was  constanlly  o^ 
dered  for  the  killing  and  preparing  of  provisiona  fbr'fthe  reit: 
And  though  in  these  various  employments,  some  of  which 
demandca  considerable  dexterity,  it  might  have  beenvfr 
pected  there  would  have  been  great  confusion  and  dchf, 
yet  good  order  being  once  established,  and  all  hands  ei^ 
ged,  their  prepanUions  advanced  apace.  Indeed,  the  com- 
mon men,  I  presume,  wr.re  not  the  less  tractable  for  their 
.want  of  spirituous  liquors ;  for,  there  being  neither  wine  nor 
brandy  on  shore,  the  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut  was  their  cob^ 
Btan't  drink,  and  this,  though  extremely  pleasant,  was  notst 
all  intoxicating,  but  kept  them  very  cool  and  orderly. 

And  now  the  officers  began  to  consider  of  all  the  articki 
necessary  for  the  fitting  out  tlie  bark ;  when  it  was  fooaili 
that  the  tents  on  shore,  and  the  spare  cordage  accidentally 
left  there  by  the  Centurion,  together  with  the  sails  and  rig* 
ging  already  belonging  to  the  bark,  would  serve  to  rig  her 
indiflferently  well,  when  she  was  lengthened.  As  they  had 
tallow  in  plenty,  they  proposed  to  pay  her  bottom  wilh  a 
mixture  of  tallow  and  lime,  which  it  was  known  was  wdl 
adapted  to  that  purpose  ;  so  that  with  respect  to  hereqaip" 
nient,  she  would  not  have  been  very  defective.  There  vfU\ 
however,  one  exception,  which  would  have  proved  cxtreDl^ 
ly  inconvenient,  and  that  was  her  size;  for  as  theycoaU 
not  make  her  quite  forty  tun  burthen,  she  would  have  been 
incapable  of  contaiii-ing  half  the  crew  below  the  deck,  awi 
must  have  been  so  top-heavy,  that  if  tliey  were  nil  at  the 
same  time  on  deck,  there  would  be  no  small  hazard  oF  her 
oversetting ;  but  this  was  a  diihculty  not  to  be  removed,  a» 
tlicy  could  not  augment  her  beyond  the  size  already  pro- 
posed After  the  manner  of  rigging  and  fitting  up  the  bark 
was  considered  and  regulated,  the  next  essential  point  lo  be 
thoBght  on  was,  how  to  procure  a  sufficient  stocE  of  piofi* 
sious  for  thqir  voyage  ;  und  here  they  were  greatly  at  a  \oc 
what  course  to  take;  for  they  had  neither  grain  nor  bread 
of  any  kind  on  shorf,  their  bread-fruity  which  would  not 

k<cp 
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keep  at  sea;  having  all  along  supplied  its  place ;  and  though 
they  had  live  cattle  enough,  yet  they  had  no  salt  to  cure 
beef  for  a  sea-storcj  nor  would  meat  take  salt  in  that  cli- 
mate. Indeed^  they  had  preserved  a  small  quantity  of 
jerked  beef,  which  they  found  upon  the  place  at  their  land- 
ing ^  but  this  was  greatly  disproportioned  to  the  run  of  near 
six  hundred  leagues,  which  they  were  to  engage  in,  and  to 
the  number  of  hands  they  should  have  on  board.  It  was  at 
lastj  however,  resolved  to  take  on  board  as  many  cocoa-nuU 
MS  they  possibly  could;  to  make  the  most  of  their  jerked 
beefj  by  a  very  sparing  distribution  of  it,  and  to  endeavour 
to  supply  their  want  of  bread  by  rice ;  to  furnish  themselves 
with  which,  it  was  proposed,  when  the  bark  was  fitted  up, 
to  make  an  expedition  to  the  island  of  Rota,  where  they 
were  told  that  the  Spaniards  had  large  plantations  of  rice 
under  the  care  of  the  Indian  inhabitants:  But  as  this  last 
measure  was  to  be  executed  by  force,  it  became  necessary 
to  examine  what  ammunition  had  been  left  on  shore,  and 
to  preserve  it  carefully ;  and  on  this  enquiry,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  find,  that  the  utmost  that  could  he  collect- 
ed, by  the  strictest  search,  did  not  amount  to  mor^  than 
ninety  charges  of  powder  for  their  firelocks,  which  was  con- 
siderably short  of  one  a-piece  for  each  of  the  company,  and 
was  indeed  a  very  slender  stock  of  ammunition,  for  such  as 
were  to  eat  no  grain  or  bread  for  a  mouth,  but  what  they 
were  to  procure  by  force  of  arms. 

fiut  the  most  alarming  circumstance,  and  what,  without 
the  providential  interposition  of  very  improbable  events,  had 
rendered  all  their  schemes  abortive,  remains  yet  to  be  rela- 
ted. The  general  idea  of  the  fabric  and  equipment  of  the 
vessel  was  settled  in  a  few  days,  and  when  this  was  done,  it 
was  not  difHcult  to  make  some  estimation  of  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  complete  her.  After  this,  it  was  natural  to  expect 
that  the  officers  would  consider  on  the  course  they  were  to 
steer,  and  the  land  they  were  to  make.  These  reflections 
led  tliem  to  the  disheartening  discovery,  that  there  was  nei- 
ther compass  nor  quadrant  on  the  island.  Indeed,  the  com- 
modore had  brought  a  pocket  compass  on  shore  for  his  own 
use,  but  Lieutenant  Brett  had  borrowed  it  to  determine  the 
position  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  he  had  been  dri- 
ven to  sea  in  the  Centurion,  witliout  returning  it ;  and  as  to 
a  quadrant,  that  could  not  be  expected  to  be  found  on 
shore,  for  as  it  was  of  no  use  at  land,  there  could  be  no  rea- 
son. 
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son  for  brhigine  it  from  on  board  the  ship.  It  was  cqjht 
dayt^  from  the  ^fMirtare  of  the  Centurion^  befare  th«j  mm 
relieved  from  this  terrible  perpleirity  :  ^  At  last,  in  rmnmagU 
a  chest  belonging  to  the  Spanjsh  bark,  they  fonnd  aiwl 
compass^  which,  though  little  better  than  the  toys  iMMij 
made  for  the  amusement  of  school-boys^  was  to  tliem  aail^ 
valuable  treasure.  And  a  few  days  after,  by  a  similar fiist 
of  good-  fortune,  they,  found  a  qnadrmit  on  the  acaiWiew^ 
which  had  been  thrown  overboard  amongst  other  hnte 
bclonginff  to  •  the  dead :  The  quadrant  was  eagerly  sefasi) 
but  it  unluckily  wanted  vanes,  and  therefore,  in  its 
state,  was  altogether  useless ;  however,  fortone  still 
ing  in  a  favourable  mood>  it  was  not  long  before  a  ^ 
out  of  curiosity,  pulling  out  the  drawerof  an  old  table/ 
had  been  driven  on  shore,  found  some  vanes,  vihich  fittri 
the  quadrant  very  well ;  and  it  being  thus  completed,  it wsi 
examined  by  the  known  latitude  of  the  place,  and  found  H 
answer  to  a  sufficient  degree  of  exactness. 

All  these  obstacles  being  in  some  degree  removed  (wlsdi 
were  always  as  mdch  as  possible  concealed  from  the  valgv» 
that  they  might  not  grow  remiss  with  the  apprehension  sf 
labouring  to  no  purpose,)  the  work  proceeded  very  suooai» 
fully  and  vigorously :  The  necessary  iron»-work  was  in  gittt 
forwardness ;  and  the  timbers  and  planks  (which,  though  aol 
the  most  exquisite  performances  of  the  sawyer^s  art,  weft 
yet  sufficient  for  the  purpose,)  were  all  prepared  ;  so  thaloi 
the  6th  of  October,  being  the  14th  day  from  the  departnie 
of  the  ship,  they  haled  the  bark  on  shore,  and,  on  the  two 
succeeding  days,  she  was  sawn  asunder  (though  with  gicst 
care  not  to  cut  her  planks,)  and  her  two  parts  were  sepsit- 
ted  the  proper  distance  from  each  other,  and,  the  materisb 
being  all  ready  before-hand,  they,  the  next  day,  being  the 
9th  of  October,  went  on  with  great  dispatch  in  their  pro* 
posed  eniargemeift  of  her;  and  by  this  time  they  haa  sll 
their  future  operations  so  fairly  in  view,. and  were  so  much 
masters  of  them,  that  they  were  able  to  determine  when  the 
whole  would  be  finished,  and  had  accordingly  fixed  tbeMk 
of  November  for  the  day  of  their  putting  to  sea.  But  theii 
projects  and  labours  were  drawing  to  a  speedier  and  bip* 
pier  conclusion  ;  for  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  in  the  sAh^ 
noon,  one  of  the  Gloucester's  men,  being  upon  a  hill  in  the 
middle  of  the  island,  perceived  the  Centurion  at  a  distanee, 
9nd  running  down  with  his  utmost  speed  towards  the  land- 

iug-plsce, 
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ins-phoe,  he»  ia  Uic  way,  saw  tooie  of  hit  comrades,  to 
whoa  ho  haUoocd  ool  with  ezlacy.  The  ship,  Ihc  ship ! 
Thtt  beiog  beard  bv  Mr  Gordoo»  a  Ueutenanl  of  marioes^ 
who  was  convinced  oj  the  fellow's  liansporl  that  his  rapoit 
was  true,  Mr  Gordon  ran  towards  the  plaoewhere  thecooiP 
Bodore  and  his  people  were  at  workt  and  being  fresh  and 
in  breath»  easily  oatstripped  the  Gloacesler's  nan.  and  gol 
before  him  to  the  comOMNloie,  who^  on  hearing  this  bappy 
mid  nnexpected  news»  threw  down  his  axe  with  which  he 
was  then  at  work,  and  by  bis  joy  broke  throngh»  for  the  first 
tiflse,  the  eqnable  and  miTaried  character  wmch  he  bad  hi- 
ftbcrlo  preserved ;  the  otbeia»  who  were  with  him,  instantly 
nui  down  to  the  sea-side  in  a  kind  of  frensy,  eager  to  feast 
ihinimlffi  with  a  sight  thev  had  so  ardently  wished  for, 
mid  of  which  they  bml  now  for  a  considerable  time  despair* 
ed.  By  five  in  tlie  evening  the  Centurion  was  visible  in  the 
offing  to  them  all ;  and,  a  boat  being  sent  off  with  eighteen 
men  to  reinforce  her,  and  with  frmh  meat  and  fruits  for 
the  refreshment  of  her  crew,  she,  Uie  next  aflemoon,  hap^ 
pily  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road,  when  the  commodore 
immediately  went  on  board,  and  was  received  with  the  sin* 
cerest  and  heartiest  acclamations :  For,  from  tlie  following 
short  recital  of  the  fears,  the  dangers  and  fatigues  we  in  the 
ship  imderwent  during  our  nineteen  days  alienee  from  li- 
nian,  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  a  harbour^  refresh- 
ments, repose,  and  the  joining  of  our  commander  and  siiip- 
rnalo^  were  not  less  pleasing  to  us  than  our  return  was  to 
tiieob 
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of  the  Proctedimgt  tm  board  ilu  Centurion  o-Ar a  Jr*- 

vtm  09U  to  Sea. 

Tub  Centurion  being  now  once  more  safely  arrived  at 
Tinian,  to  the  mulnnl  respite  of  the  labours  ofour  divided 
,  it  is  high  time  that  the  reader^  after  the  relation  aU 
given  of  the  projccU  and  employment  of  ihose  left  on 
should  be  appriied  of  tlie  fati)^ucs  and  distresses  to 
we,  who  were  driven  off  to  sea»  were  exposed  during 
■w  interval  of  nineteen  days  that  we  were  absent  from 
ML 


4j8  Early  Circumnavigaiions%        pAbt  \u  book  \r* 

It  has  been  already  mehtioDecl^  that  it  -woa  itae  ^  of 
September,  aboat  one.  o  clock,  in  an*  extveniedttrk  vkil^ 
.when,  by  the  united  violence  of  a  prodigioBB  Btonii,  aaaill 
«xce^ding  rapid  tide,  we  were  driven  firom  oar  aDcbon<iM 
•forced  to  sea.  Our  condition  was  truly  deplorable^ view 
in  a  leaky  ship,  with  three  c.ibles  in  oar  navrses,  to  ovof 
which  hung  our  only  remaining  anchor  \  vre  had  not  agM 
on  board  lashed,  nor  a  porl>  bafred  in ;'  our  shrowdtvcpB 
loose,  and  our  top-masts  unrigged,  and  we  had  Btrockjtf 
^fore  and  main-yards  close  down,  before  the  storm  caaBft-o^ 
so  that  there  were  no  sails  we  could  set,  except  oarimiwii 
In  this  dreadful  extremity  we  could  muster  no  oioreslRqglh 
■on  board  to  navigate  the  ship,  than  an  hundred  and  m^ 
hands,  several  negroes  -and  Indians  included :  This  wal 
•scarcely  the  fourth  part  of  our  complement,  and  of  tkH 
the  greater  number  were  either  boys,  or  such  as,  being  lsls» 
}y  recovered  from  the  scurvy,  had  not  yet  arrived  at  iiilf 
their  vigour.  No  sooner  were  we  at  sea,  but  by  the  violcaee 
of  the  storm,  and  the  working  of  the  ship,  we  made  a  gnil 
quantity  of  water  through  our  hawsd*holes,  ports,  and 
pers,  which,  added  to  the  constant  effect  of  our  leak, 
dered  our  pumps  alone  a  suiKcient  employment  fey:  us  all: 
But  though  this  leakage,  by  being  a  short  time  negledd, 
would  inevitably  end  in  our  destruction,  j'ct  we  had  otiicr 
dangers  then  impending,  which  occasioned  this  to  be  is- 
garded  as  a  secondary  consideration  only.  For  we  all  imt* 
gined  that  we  were  driving  directly  on  the  neighbouring  i^ 
land  of  Aguiguan,  which  was  about  two  leagues  disCSBt; 
and  as  we  had  lowered  our  main  and  fore-yurds  close  dovOj 
wc  had  no  sails  we  could  set  but  the  raizen,  which  was  alio* 
gether  insudicient  to  carry  us  clear  of  this  instant  peril;  ve 
therefore  immediately  applied  ourselves  to  work,  endcavov- 
ing,  by  the  utmost  of  our  efforts,  to  heave  up  the  maiaasd 
fore -yards;  in  hopes  that,  if  wc  could -bjut  be  enabled  to  make 
use  of  our  lower  canvass^  we  might  poisibly  weather  the  if* 
land,  and  thereby  save  ourselves  from  this  impending  sEip- 
wreck.  But  alter  full  three  hours  ineffectual  labourt  tk 
jeers  broke,  and  the  men  being  cjuite  jaded,  we  wereofali* 
ged,  by  mere  debility,  to  desist,  and  quietly  to  expect  sv 
fate,  which  we  then  conceived  to  be  unavoidable :  For  is 
imagined  ourselves  by  this  time  to  be  driven  just  upon  lb 
shore,  and  th6  night  was  so  extremely  dark^  that  wo  espol- 
ed  to  discover  the  island  no  otherwise  than  bv  striking opoo 

it. 
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that  the  hclief  of  our  destruction,  and  the' uncertainty 
e  point  of  time  when  it  would  take  place,  occasioned 
pass  several  hours  under  the  most  serious  apprehen- 
that  each  succeeding  moment  would  send  us  to  the  hot* 

Nor  did  these  continued  terrors  of  instantly  striking 
inking  end  but  with  the  day-break,  when  we^  with  great 
>ort,  perceived  that  the  island  we  had  thus  dreaded 
t  a  considerable  distance,  and  that  a  strong  northern 
nt  had  been  the  cause  of  our  preservation, 
e  turbulent  weather  which  forced  us  from  Tinian^  did 
effin  to  abate  till  three  day&  after ;  and  then  we  sway- 

tne  fore-yard,  and  began  to  heave  up  the  main-yard, 
le  jeers  broke  and  killed  one  of  our  men,  and  prevent- 
at  that  time  from  proceeding.  The  next  day,  being 
3th  of  September,  was  a  day  of  most  severe  fatigue  to 
;  for  it  must  be  remembered,  that  inthese  exigences 
nk  or  office  exempted  any  person  from  the  manual  ap- 
ion  and  bodily  labour  of  a  common  sailor.  The  busi- 
)f  this  day  was  no  less  than  an  attempt  to  heave  up  the 
-anchor,  which  we  had  hitherto  dragged  at  our  bows 
:wo  cables  an  end.  This  was  a  work  of  great  import- 
to  our  future  preservation  :  Tor,  not* to  mention  the 
liment  to  our  navigation,  and  the  hazard  it  would 

our  ship,  if  we  attempted  to  make  sail  with  the  an- 
in  its  present  situation,  we  had  this  most  interesting 
leration  to  animate  us,  that  it  was  the  only  anchor  we 
»ft;  and,  without  securing  it,  we  should  be  under  the 
;t  difficulties  and  hazards,  whenever  we  made  the  land 
;  and  therefore,  being  all  of  us  fully  apprized  of  the 
quence  of  this  enterprize,  we  laboured  at  it  with  the 
!St  application  for  full  twelve  hours,  when  we  had  in- 
made  a  considerable  progress,  having  brought  the  an- 
in  sight;  but,  it  then  growing  dark,  and  we  being  ex- 
ely  fatigued,  we  were  obliged  to  desist,  and  to  leave 
ork  unfinished  till  the  next  morning,  when,  by  the  be- 
)f  a  night's  rest,  we  completed  it,  and  hung  the  anchor 
:  bow. 

vas  the  27th  of  September  in  the  morning,  that  is,  five 
after  our  departure,  when  we  thus  secured  our  an- 

And  the  same  day  we  got  up  our  main-yard  :  And 
g  now  conquered  in  some  degree  the  distreiss  and  dis- 
which  we  were  necessarily  involved  in  at  our  first  dri- 
)at  to  sea,  and  being  enabled  to  make  use  of  our  can- 
vass^ 
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vass,  we  set  onr  courses,  and  for  the  first  time  stood  to  the 
eastward,  ia  hopes  of  regaining  the  island  of  TiniaD,  and 
joining  our  commodore  in  a  few  days :  For  we  were  then, 
by  our  accounts,  only  forty-seven  leagues  to  the  south-west 
of  Tinian ;  so  Uiat  on  the  first  day  ot  October,  having  thea 
run  tbe  distance  neciessary  for  making  the  island  according 
to  our  reckoning,  we  were  in  full  expectation  of  seeing  it; 
but  we  were  unhappily  disappointed,  and  were  thereby  con- 
¥inced  that. a  current  had  driven  us  to  the  westward.  Aad 
as  we  coqld  not  judge  how  much  we  might  hereby  have  de- 
viated, and  consequently  how  lon^  we  might  still  expect  to 
be  at  sea,  we  had  great  apprehensions  that  our  stock  of  wa* 
ter  might  prove  ddicient;  for  we  were  doubtfol  abontthe 

3uantity  we  had  on  board,  and  found  many  of  oor  casks  ss 
ecayed,  as  to  be  half  leaked  out.  However,  we  wete  dfr 
livered  from  our  uncertainty  the  next  day  by  having  a  sigbt 
of  the  island  of  Guam,  by  which  we  discovered  that  the  cor 
rents  had  driven  us  forty-four  leagues  to  the  westward  ot 
our  accounts.  This  sight  of  land  having  satisfied  us  of  our 
situation,  we  kept  plying  to  the  eastward,  though  with  ex- 
cessive labour,  tor  the  wind  continuing  fixed  in  the  casters 
board,  we  were  obliged  to  tack  often,  and  our  crew  were  so 
weak,  that,  without  the  assistance  of  every  man  on  boardi 
it  was  not  in  our  power  to  put  the  ship  about:  This  severe 
employment  lasted  till  the  lltb  of  October,  being  the  nine* 
teenth  day  from  our  departure ;  when,  arriving  in  the  offing 
of  Tinian,  we  were  reinforced  from  the  shore,  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  dsy, 
to  our  inexpressible  joy,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  rosd, 
thereby  procuring  to  our  shipmates  on  shore,  as  well  as  to 
ourselves,  a  cessation  from  the  fatigues  and  apprehensions 
which  this  disastrous  incident  had  given  rise  to. 


StcTioN  xxviir. 

Of  our  Emplot/ment  at  Tinian,  till  the  final  Departwre  9f  ik 
Ctnlurion,  and  of  the  Voyage  to  Macao** 

T- 
I 

Tub  commodore  resolved  to  stay  no  longer  at  the  kMi 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  complete  out  atocsi^lrfS 


... " 


'.ii 

..    ...  t:J  J 


'  The  oWzinal  contains  also  a  descriptbn  of  the  LsAnn 
Islands,  qs  they  arc  bow  USUsUy  GsUedy)  whMi. 
tionedf  is  omitted- 
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ter,  a  work  which  we  immediately  let  onrtMrWet  about  Bot 
the  loM  of  our  loog-boat,  wliich  was  ilaTed  agaiml  our 
poop  when  we  were  drifen  out  to  sea,  put  as  to  great  in* 
conveniences  in  KCiting  oar  water  on  boaivl :  For  we  were 
obliged  to  raft  oflf  all  our  cask,  and  the  tide  ran  so  strong, 
that,  besides  the  frequent  delays  and  difficulties  it  ocrcasioiU 
ed,  we  more  than  once  lost  the  whole  raft.  Nor  was  this 
oar  only  mislorlone;  for,  on  the  third  day  afker  our  arrival, 
a  sudden  gust  of  wind  brought  home  our  anchor,  forced  us 
off  tbe  bank,  and  drove  the  ship  out  to  sea  a  second  time* 
The  commodore,  it  is  true,  ana  the  principal  officers,  were 
now  on  board ;  but  we  had  near  seventy  men  on  shore,  who 
had  been  employed  in  filling  our  water,  and  procuring  pro- 
visions :  These  kiad  with  them  our  two  cotters ;  but  as  they 
were  too  many  for  the  cutters  to  bring  off  at  once,  we  sent 
the  eighteen-oared  bar^  to  auist  them  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  made  a  signal  for  all  that  could  to  embark.  The  two 
cotters  soon  came  off  to  us  full  of  men  ;  but  forty  of  tlie 
company,  wbo  were  employed  in  killing  cattle  in  the  wood, 
and  m  l>ringing  them  clown  to  the  landing-place,  were  left 
behind ;  and  though  the  eightcen-oari*d  barge  was  lell  for 
their  conveyance,  yet,  as  the  ship  soon  drove  to  a  consider- 
able distance,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  join  us.  However, 
as  the  weather  was  favourable,  and  our  crew  was  now 
stronger  than  when  we  were  first  driven  out,  wc^  in  about 
five  days  time,  returned  atsnin  to  an  anchor  at  Tinian,  and 
relieved  those  we  had  left  behind  us  from  their  second  fears 
of  being  deserted  by  their  ship. 

On  our  arrival,  we  found  that  the  Spanish  bark,  the  old 

objetrt  of  their  hopes,  had  undergone  a  new  nietainorplio- 

sis :  For  those  we  had  left  on  siiorc  besran  to  despair  of  our 

return,  and  conceiving  that  the  lengthening  the  bark,  as 

formerly  proposed,  was  both  n  tciiiMime  and  unnecessary 

measure,  considerini;  the  Kia'All  numlMT  ihoy  consisted  oi\ 

they  had  resolved  to  join  tier  Uiruin,  and  to  restore  her  to 

her  first  state ;  and  in  thi^  scheme  they  had  made  some  pro- 

giwsa;   for  they  had  brought  the  two  parts  together,  and 

WMM  have  aoon  completed  her,  had  not  our  coming  back 

pwl  •  period  to  their  labours  and  disquietudes. 

■  ''^ae  people  we  had  left  hchind  informed  us,  that,  just 

>»  we  were  seen  in  the  oiling,  two  proas  had  stood  in 

■^  the  there,  and  had  continued  there  for  some  time; 

m  Uppeamncc  of  our  ship,  they  crowded  away. 


•JkWi 
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and  w^re  presently  out  of  sight  Ancl>  on  this  obcanoq>  L 
most  mention  Hn  incident^  whicb^  though. it  bappeaed  diH 
ring  the  first  absence  of  the  ship,  was  then  omittecij  toavoiit 
interrupting  the  course  of  the  narration.  , 

.  It  hath  been  already  observed,  that  a  part  of  tlie  detadn 
ment,  sent  to  this  island  under  the  command  of  theSpapidr 
serjeant,  lay  concealed  in  the  woods;  and  we  were  tne.len- 
sohcitous  to  find  them  out,  as  our  prisoners  all  assured  as, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  off»and  ccmseqiieiitlj 
that  it  \fas  impossible  for  them  to  send  any  intelligence  aboat 
u&  to  Guam.  But  when  the  Centurion  drove  ont  to  aea^and 
left  the  commodore  on  shore,  be.  one  day,  attended  b^aooifr 
of  his  ofiicers,  endeavoured  to  make  the  tour  of  the  island: 
In  this  expedition,  being  on  a  rising. ground,  they  perceived 
in  the  valley  beneath  them  the  appearance  of  a  smalLthick* 
et,  which,  by  observing  more  nicely,  they  found  had  a  pro- 

S;res8ive  motion :  This  at  first  surprised  them ;  but  they  soon 
iscovered,  that  it  was  no  more  than  several  large  cocoa 
bushes,  which  were  dragged  along  the  ground,  by  persoDB. 
concealed  beneath  them.  I'hey  immediately  concloded 
that  these  were  some  of  the  Serjeant's  party  (which  was  in- 
deed Irue);  and  therefore  the  commodore  and  bis  people 
ipade  after  them,  in  hopes  of  finding  out  their  retreat.  The. 
Indians  soon  perceived  they  were  discovered,  and  hurried 
away  with  precipitation  ;  but  Mr  Anson  was  so  near  them, 
tliat  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  them  till  they  arrived  at  their 
cell^  which  he  and  his  officers  entering  found  to  be  aban* 
doned,  there  being  a  passage  from  it  down  a  precipice  coo* 
trived  for  the  conveniency  of  flight.  They  iound  here  an 
old  firelock  or  two,  but  no  other  arms.  However,  there  wass 
gr^at  quantity  of  provisions,  particularly  salted  spare-ribs  of 

J>ork,  which  were  excellent;  and  from  what  our  people  sanr 
lere,  they  concluded,  that  the  extraordinary  appetite,  which 
they  had  found  at  this  island,  was  not  confined  to  them- 
selves  ;  for^  it  being  about  noon,  the  Indians  had  laid  out  a 
very  plentiful  repast  considering  their  numbers,  and  had 
their  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nuts  prepared  ready  for  eatiiig|^ 
ixnd  in  a  manner  which  plainly  evinced,  that,  with  them  too^ 
a  good  meal  was  neither  an  uncommon  nor  an  unheeded 
article.  I'he  commodore  having  in  vain  endeavooied.to 
discover  the  path  by  which  the  Indians  had  escaped^  he  and 
his  officers  contented  themselves  with  sitting  dowii  to  ikp 
dinner,  which  was  thus  luckily  fitted  to  their  present  apper 

tiles; 
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titet;  after  whicb^  they  returned  back  to  their  old  babita- 
tioD^  displeaBed  at  missing  the  IndiaDs^  aa  they  hoped  to 
have  engaged  them  in  our  service,  if  they  could  have  had 
any  conference  with  them.  But,  notwithstanding  wliat  our 
pntoners  had  asserted,  we  were  afterwards  assured,  that 
these  Indians  were  carried  off  to  Guam  long  before  we  left 
the  place. 

On  our  coming  to  an  anchor  again,  after  our  second  dri- 
ving off  to  sea,  we  laboured  indefatigably  in  getting  in  our 
water;  and  having,  by  the  20th. of  October,  completed  it 
to  fifty  tun,  which  we  supposed  would  be  sufficient  for  our 
to  Madao,  we^  on  the  next  day,  sent  one  of  each 
on  shore,  to  gather  as  large  a  quantity  of  oranges,  le- 
mons, cocoa-nuts,  and  other  I'ruits  of  the  island^  as  they  pos- 
sibly could,  for  the  use  of  themselves  and  messrmates,  when 
at  sea.  And,  these  purveyors  returning  on  board  us  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  we  then  set  fire  to  llie  bark  and 
proa,  hoisted  in  our  boats,  and  got  under  sail,  steering  nwny 
lor  the  south-end  of  the  island  of  Formosa,  and  taking  our 
leaves,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  of  the  island  of  Tinian  : 
An  island,  which,  whether  we  consider  the  excellence  of  its 
pr(»ductions,  the  beauty  of  its  appearance,  the  elegance  of 
itB  woods  and  lawns,  the  healthiness  of  its  air,  or  the  ad- 
▼entures  it  gave  rise  to,  may  in  all  these  views  be  trul}'  styled 
lomantic. 

[After  the  description,  certainly  a  very  imperfect  one,  of 
the  Ladrones,  which  now  follows,  the  author  gives  a  curious 
account  of  the  proas  or  prows  so  much  used  among  them. 
This  is  extracted,  as  likely  to  interest  the  reader,  and  as 
more  satisfactory,  than  the  brief  notice  already  given  in  the 
history  of  Magellan's  voyage.  This  account  is  more  de- 
serving of  regard,  as  being  drawn  up  from  very  particular 
examination  of  one  of  the  vessels  taken^  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, at  Tinian.] 

The  Indians  that  inhabit  the  Ladrones,  of  which  Tinian 
(formerly  well  peopled)  is  one,  are  a  bold,  well-limbed  peo- 
ple; and  it  should  seem  from  some  of  their  practices,  that 
they  are  no  ways  defective  in  understanding;  for. their  fly- 
inm  proa  in  particular,  which  haa  been  for  age»the  only  ves- 
•ei  used  by  them,  is  so  singular  and  extraordinary  an  iovenr 
tioDj  that  it  would  do  honour  to  any  nation,  however  dex- 
trous and  acute.    Whether  we  consider  its  aptitude  to  the 

.   .  particular 
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particular  navigation  of  these  islandsj  or  the  nnconiBion 
simplicity  and  ingenuity  of  its  fabric  and  contriTUcej  or 
the  extraordinary  velocity  vrith  which  it  moves^  vre  shall 
find  it  worthy  of  our  adoiiration^  and  meriting  a  plaoe 
amongst  the  mechanical  productions  of  the  moat  ciTuiiBd 
nations^  where  arts  and  sciences  have  moat  emioently  floa* 
rished. 

The  name  of  flying  proa  given  to  these  vesselaj  is  owing 
to  the  swiftness  with  which  they  sail.  Of  this  theSpanivm 
assert  such  stories^  as  appear  altogether  incredible  to  these 
who  have  never  seen  these  vessels  move ;  nor  are  the  Spa* 
niards  the  only  people  who  relate  these  eztraordinaiy  taki 
of  their  celerity.  For  those  who  shall  have  the  cnrioaihrto 
enquire  at  the  dock  at  Portsmouth,  about  a  trial  made  there 
some  years  since,  with  a  very  imperfect  one  built  at  Ihst 
place,  will  meet  with  accounts  not  less  wonderful  than  aav 
the  Spaniards  have  given.  However,  from  some  mde  csb- 
mations  made,  bv  our  people,  of  the  velocity  with  which 
they  crossed  the  norizon  at  a  distance,  whilst  we  lay  atlln- 
ian>  I  cannot  help  believing  that  with  a  brisk  trade*wioil 
they  will  run  near  twenty  miles  an  hour:  Whichj  though 
greatly  short  of  what  the  Spaniards  report  of  them^  u  yet  a 
prodigious  degree  of  swiftness. 

The  construction  of  this  proa  is  a  direct  contradiction  to 
the  practice  of  the  rest  of  mankind.  For  as  the  rest  of  the 
world  make  the  head  of  their  vessels  different  from  the  stern, 
but  the  two  sides  alike,  the  proa,  on  the  contrary,  has  her 
head  and  stem  exactly  alike,  but  her  two  sides  very  dif- 
ferent; the  side,  intended  to  be  always  the  ieeniide,  being 
flat ;  and  the  windward-side  made  rounding,  in  the  manner 
of  other  vessels :  And,  to  prevent  her  oversetting,  which 
from  her  small  breadth,  and  the  straight  run  of  her  ieeward* 
side,would,  without  this  precaution,  infallibly  happen,  there 
is  a  frame  laid  out  froni  her  to  windwardy  to  the  end  of 
which  is  fastened  a  log,  fashioned  into  the  shape  of  a  small 
boat,  and  made  hollow  :  The  weight  of  the  frame  is  intend- 
ed to  balance  the  proa,  and  the  small  boat  is  by  its  booyaacy 
(as  it  is  always  in  the  water)  to  prevent  her  oversetting 
to  windward  ;  and  this  frame  is  usually  called  an  oatriegorf 
The  body  of  the  proa  (at  least  of  that  we  took)  is  maoa  of 
two  pieces  joined  end-ways^  and  sowed  together  with  faarkj 
for  ihercis  no  iron  used  about  her :  She  is  about  two  inches 

thick 
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thick  al  the  bottom^  which  at  the  gunwale  is  reduced  to  li 
than  one.* 

The  proa  generally  carries  six  or  seven  Indians;  two  of 
which  are  placed  in  the  head  and  stern,  who  steer  the  vet* 
■el  alternately  with  a  paddle,  according  to  the  tack  the  soet 
on,  he  in  the  stem  bein^  the  steersman  \  tiie  other  Indiant 
are  employed  either  in  baling  out  the  water  which  the  acci* 
dentally  sbiiH,  or  in  tctting  and  'rimniinc:  the  saik  From 
the  descrintiun  of  these  vessels  it  is  sutficiently  obviou»»  how 
dexterously  they  nrc  fitted  for  ranging  this  collection  of 
itiands  call<d  tlic  Lifiruncs:  For  as  these  inlands  lie  nearly 
N.  and  S.  of  each  other,  and  are  all  within  the  limits  of  the 
trade*windj  the  proas,  bv  tailing  most  excellently  on  a 
wind,  and  with  either  end  foremost^  can  run  From  one  of 
Ihcte  islands  to  the  oihcr  and  back  again,  oniv  bv  thiftio^ 
the  tail,  without  ever  putting  about ;  and,  by  the  flatneta  of 
their  Ice-tide,  and  their  small  breadth,  they  are  capable  of 
lying  much  nearer  the  wind  tlian  any  otlier  vessel  hitherto 
known. 

The  eastern  monsoon  was  now,  we  reckoned,  fairly  set- 
tled ;  and  we  had  a  constant  gale  blowing  right  upon  our 
stern :  So  that  we  generdliy  run  from  forty  to  fifly  lemgoea 
a-day.  Uut  we  h.-id  a  large  hollow  s*'a  purtuing  us,  which 
occatinned  the  ship  to  labour  much ;  whence  we  received 
great  damage  in  our  rigging,  which  wa^  grown  very  rotten^ 
and  our  leak  was  augmented  :  But,  happily  for  us,  our  peo- 
ple were  now  in  full  health;  so  that  there  were  no  com- 
plaints of  fatigue,  but  all  went  through  their  attendance  on 
the  pumps,  and  every  other  duty  of  the  ship,  with  ease  and 
cheerfulness. 

Having  no  other  but  our  sheet-anchor  lefk,  except  oar 

f»rize-anchors,  which  were  stowed  in  the  hold,  and  were  loo 
igfat  to  lie  depended  on,  we  were  under  great  concern  how 
we  should  manage  on  the  coast  of  China,  where  we  were  ail 
entire  strangers,  and  where  we  should  doubtless  be  frequent- 
ly under  the  necetsit)-  of  coming  to  an  anchor.  Our  sheets 
anchor  being  much  too  heavy  for  a  coasting  anchor,  it  waa 
at  length  resolved  to  tix  two  of  our  larucst  prize-anchors 
into  one  stock,  and  to  place  between  their  thanks  two  gunt, 
/bar  poiindcrt,  which  was  accordingly  executed,  and  it  was 

VOL.  M.  2  G  to 
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*  The  author  refers  to  a  plate  for  a  minntr  iIe«cn'()tion,  which  is  ntCCf- 
tarilv  omitted.— R. 


466  Early  CircunmavigatioUM.       »AttT  n.  MoK  if. 

to  serve  as  a  best  bower :  And  a  third  prize-anchor  being  in 
like  manner  joined  with  our  slream-anchor,  with  gans  Be- 
tween them,  we  thereby  made  a  small  bower;  so  that,  be* 
sides  our  sheet-anchor,  we  had  asain  two  others  at  our  bowsj 
one  of  which  weighed  SgOO,  and  the  other  2900  pounds. 

The  Sd  of  November,  about  three  in  the  afternoon^  we 
saw  an  island,  which  at  first  we  imagined  to  be  the  island  of 
Botel  Tobago  Xima  :  But  on  nearer  approach  we  found  it 
to  be  much  smaller  than  that  is  usually  represented ;  and 
about  an  hour  after  we  saw  another  island,  five  or  six  miles 
farther  to  the  westward.  As  no  chart,  nor  any  journal  we 
bad  seen,  took  notice  of  any  other  island  to  the  eastward  of 
Formosa,  than  Botel  Tobago  Xima,  and  as  we  had  no  ob- 
servation of  our  latitude  at  noon,  we  were  in  some  perplex- 
ity, being  apprehensive  that  an  extraordinary  current  had 
driven  us  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bashee  islands; 
and  therefore,  when  night  came  on,  we  brought  to^  and 
continued  in  this  posture  till  the  next  morning,  which  pro* 
ving  dark  and  cloudy,  for  some  time  prolonged  our  nnoer* 
tainty ;  but  it  cleared  up  about  nine  o'clock,  when  we  again 
discerned  the  two  islands  above-mentioned  ;  we  then  prest 
forwards  to  the  westward,  and  bv  eleven  got  a  sight  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  island  of  Formosa.  This  satisfied  us 
that  the  second  island  we  saw  was  Botel  Tobago  Xima, 
and  the  first  a  small  island  or  rock,  lying  five  or  six  miles 
due  east  from  it,  which,  not  being  mentioned  by  any  of  our 
books  or  charts,  was  the  occasion  of  our  fears.* 

When  we  got  sight  of  the  island  of  Formosa,  we  steered 
W.  by  S.  in  order  to  double  its  extremity,  and  kept  a  good 
look-out  for  the  rocks  of  Vele  Rete,  which  we  dia  not  see 
till  two  in  the  afternoon.  They  then  bore  from  us  W.N. 
W.  three  miles  distant,  the  south  end  of  Formosa  at  the 
same  time  bearing  N.  by  W.  i  W.  about  five  leagues  dis- 
tant. To  give  these  rocks  a  good  birth,  we  immediately 
baled  up  S.  by  W.  and  so  left  them  between  us  and  the 
land.  Indeed  we  had  reason  to  be  careful  of  them ;  for 
though  they  appeared  as  high  out  of  the  water  as  a  ship's 
hull,  yet  they  are  environed  with  breakers  on  all  sides,  and 
there  is  a  shoal  stretching  from  them  at  least  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  southward,  whence  they  may  be  truly  called  dAn* 

gerousa 

'  TheBc  two  islands  are  marked  in  Arrowsmith's  map  of  Asiif  under  dK 
names  of  ik>ttle  Tobago  and  Little  Bottle  Tobago.— £. 
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^RMM.  Th^  coarsr  frt>m  Bole!  Tobago  Xima  to  Ihefc  rocks 
IS  S.  W.  br  W.  and  the  distancf  iibout  twi-lv.*  or  thirteen 
Irsfpies :  And  the  itonih  end  of  Funnonsi,  olT  whicli  tlity  lie, 
is  in  the  Intiliide  of  €1*  MY  north,  and  in  2J*  5if  west  lonew 
tude  from  Tininn,  arcordiii^  to  our  incM  anpruTcd  reck* 
ooings,  tliotigh  b^  some  of  our  accounts  above  a  degree 
morel 

While  we  wrre  pn^Mng  bj  lhe*e  rocks  of  Veic  Rete^ 
there  «i-a«  an  outcry  uf  fiie  on  the  rorc-cfiutle ;   this  occa* 
sioned  a  general  alarniy  and  the  whole  crew  instant Ij  flocked 
together  in  the  uiinost  conrosion,  so  that  the  oflicers  foinifl 
it  diflicult  flur  some  lime  to  ap|)ea«e  the  uproar:  But  having 
at  last  reduced  the  people  to  order,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  6re  proceeded  from  the  furnace;  and,  pulhufc  down  the 
brick-work,  it  was  extiiiguisiied  with  ^reat  facility,  for  il 
had  taken  its  rise  from  the  bricks,  which,  being  over-hea^ 
ed,  had  l>cgun  to  comiuunicale  the  fire  to  the  adjacent 
wood-work.     In  the  eveniiig  we  were  surprised  with  a  view 
of  what  we  at  first  sif*ht  conceived  to  have  been  breakers^ 
bnt,  on  a  stricter  examination,  we  found  them  to  he  only  a 
^fcat  number  of  fires  on  the  island  of  Formosa.    These,  we 
imagined,  were  intended  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  island 
as  signals  for  us  to  touch  tiiere,  but  that  suited  not  our 
views,  we  beini;  impatient  to  reach  the  port  of  Macao  aa 
soon  as  possible.     Prom   Formosa  we  steered  W.  N.  W« 
and  sometiinrs  still  more  nortlierly,  iiroposini;  to  fall  in  with 
the  coast  of  China,  to  the  eastwaro  of  I'edro  Blanco ;  for 
the  rock  so  called  is  usually  esteemed  an  excellent  direction 
for  ships  bound  to  Macao.     We  continued  this  course  till 
(he  following  night,  and  then  frequently  brought  to,  to  tiy 
if  we  were  in  soundings :   But  il  was  the  5th  of  November, 
at  nine  in  the  inoming,  before  we  struck  ground,  and  then 
we  had  forty-two  fathom,  and  a  bottom  ot  grey  sand  nixed 
with  shells.    When  we  had  got  about  twenty  miles  farther 
W.  M.  W.  we  had  thirty-five  fatiiom,  and  the  same  bottom^ 
from  whence  our  sounding  gradually  decreased  from  thirtj* 
five  to  tH'cnty-fivc  futhoin  ;  but  soon  at\er,to  our  great  sur- 
prise, they  jniiipcd  back  again  to  thirty  fathom  :   This  wai 
an  alteration  we  could  not  very  well  account  tor,^  since  all 
the  crharls  laid  down  regular  soundings  every-where  to  the 

northward 

^  It  wM  probaUy  occisionod  hj  their  hcinp;  over  a  ssad  buk;  winch  is 
Mfd  down  In-  Arrov  smith  in  thit  part  of  the  Centurion's  oourie.^E. 
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northward  of  Pedro  Blanco;  and  for  this  reason  we  kept  a 
very  careful  look-out^  and  altered  our  course  to  N.  N.  W. 
and  having  run  thirty-five  miles  in  thisdirection^onr  sound- 
ings again  gradually  diminished  to  twenty-two  fiitbom^  and 
we  at  iast^  about  mid-night,  got  sight  of  the  main  land  of 
China,  bearing  N.  by  W.  four  leagues  distant:    We  then 
brought  the  ship  to,  with  her  head  to  the  sea,  proposing  to 
wait  for  the  morning;  and  before  sun-rise  we  were  surprised 
to  find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  an  incredible  number  of 
fishing-boats,  which  seemed  to  cover  the  surface  of  the  sea 
as  far  as  the  eye  couid  reach.    1  may  well  style  their  nuDH 
ber  incredible;,  since  I  cannot  believe^  upon  tlie  lowest  esti* 
mate,  that  there  were  fewer  than  six  thousand,  most  of 
them  manned  with  five  hands,  and  none  with  less  than  threft 
Nor  was  this  swarm  of  fishing^vessels  peculiar  to  this  spot; 
for,  as  we  ran  on  to  the  westward,  we  found  them  as  abund- 
ant on  every  part  of  the  coast.   We  at  first  doubted  not  bat 
we  should  procure  a  pilot  from  them  to  carry  us  to  Macao; 
but  though  many  of  them  came  close  to  ibe  ship^  and  we 
endeavoured  to  tempt  them  by  showing  them  a  number  of 
doiJars,  a  most  alluring  bait  for  Chinese  of  all  ranks  and  pro- 
fessions, yet  we  could  not  entice  them  on  board  us^  nor  pro* 
cure  any  directions  from  them  ;  though,  I  presume,  the  only 
difficulty  was  their  not  comprehending  what  we  wanted 
them  to  do,  for  we  could  have  no  communication  with  them 
but  by  signs :  Indeed  we  often  pronounced  the  word  Macao; 
but  this  we  had  reason  to  suppose  they  understood  in  a  dif- 
ferent sense ;  for  in  return  they  sometimes  held  up  fish  to 
us,  and  we  afterwards  learnt,  that  the  Chinese  name  for  fish 
is  of  a  somewhat  similar  sound.     But  what  surprised  ns 
most,  was  the  inattention  and  want  of  curiosity,  which  we 
observed  in  this  herd  of  fishermen  :  A  ship  like  ours  had 
doubtless  never  been  in  those  seas  before ;  perhaps,  there 
might  not  be  one,  amongst  all  the  Chinese  employed  ia 
(his  fishery,  who  had  ever  seen  any  European  vessel;  so 
that  we  might  reasonably  have  expected  to  have  been  con- 
sidered by  them  as  a  very  uncommon  and  extraordinary  ob- 
ject ;   but  though  many  of  their  vessels  came  close  to  the 
ship,  yet  they  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  interested  about 
us,  nor  did  they  deviate  in  the  least  from  their  course  to  xe* 
gardus;  which  insensibility,  especially  in  maritime  peiBoil^ 
about  a  matter  in  their  own  profession,  is  scarcely  to  becrs- 
dited^did  not  the  general  behaviour  of  the  Chinese,  in  other 

instanosi 
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initaooef,  Aimith  ut  with  coarimml  proofs  of  a  timilar  tarn 
of  mind:  It  raay  perhaps  be  doubted,  whether  thi«  cast  of 
teapar  be  the  eflect  or  nature  or  education  ;  but,  in  either 
caae,  it  it  an  incontestable  »fniptoiii  of  a  inean  and  con* 
templible  dispotitionj  and  in  alone  a  sufiicicnt  confutation 
of  ike  extrai'agant  punegyri«'S,  which  many  hypothetical 
vriten  have  bestowed  on  the  int^nuily  and  capacity  of  chit 
nation.'  • 

Not  being  able  lu  procnre  any  inrormation  from  the 
Chhicae  fistiernien  aUmt  our  proper  course  to  Macao,  iC  wa« 
uecessary  for  us  lo  rely  entirely  on  our  own  ju 'Igment ;  and 
ooDcluding  iVoin  our  latiludr,  which  wa»  9'^  4^  north,  and 
from  oor  soundings  which  wt-rc  only  sefenteen  or  eii^hleen 
fathoms,  that  we  were  yrt  to  the  eastward  of  Pedro  Blanco, 
«c  stood  to  the  westward :  AikI,  for  ttie  assistance  of  Ititure 
na^gaton*  who  may  herratter  doubt  about  the  parts  of  the 
coast  they  are  npon,  I  must  observe,  that,  besides  the  lati- 
tade  of  Pedro  Blanco,  which  h««*  l&,  and  tiie  depth  of 
water,  which  to  tlie  westward  of  that  rock  is  almost  e\-ery 
whese  twenty  fathoms,  there  is  aiiotlier  circumstance  which 
will  give  great  assistance  in  judging  of  the  position  of  the 
ahip :  This  is,  the  kind  of  ground ;  for,  till  we  came  within 
thirty  miles  of  Pedro  Blanco,  we  had  constantly  a  utndj 
am ;  but  there  the  bottom  changed  to  soft  and  mud<Nv 
continued  so  quite  to  the  island  ol'  Macao ;  only  while 
rene  in  sight  of  Pedro  Blanco,  and  very  near  it,  we  had 
ibf  a  short  space  a  bottom  of  greenish  mud,  intermixed  with 


On  the  fifUi  of  November,  at  midnight,  we  made  the  coast 
of  China ;  and  the  next  day,  about  two  o'clock,  as  we  were 
line  to  the  westward  within  two  leagues  of  the  coas^ 
still  sunounded  by  fishing  vessels  in  as  great  numbers 
as  at  first,  we  perceived  that  a  boat  a*bead  of  us  waved  a 
ltd  flag,  and  blew  a  horn :  This  we  considered  as  a  signal 
nadc  to  as,  either  to  warn  us  of  some  shoal,  or  to  inforai 
HB  that  they  would  supply  us  with  a  pilot,  and  in  tliis  belief 
wa  iaamediateiy  sent  oar  cutter  to  the  boat,  to  know  their 

intentions^ 

*  WrflhiT  the  ingeauily  nor  the  cspsdty  of  the  Chinese  is  st  sl(  inipK* 
flSiiA  kf  the  drcumstanccs  reoonlco,  the  sourvc  of  which  may  t)e  prooa* 
fcly  cnoqgh  conjectured,  vix.  their  ooaiein|it  ofevenr  thing  foreign,  which,  it 

is  wall  known,  they  never  scruple  to  avow.    Besides,  w  is  very  soon 

lIsaBdL  their  fishennen  were  under  authority,  and  had  receivra  nos 
or  pcnaisskm  to  the  efiect  deftired.-*£.^ 
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inlentiont ;  but  we  were  Boon  made  sensible  of  our  mitUke, 
and  found  that  this  boat  was  ilie  commodore  of  the  whole 
fishery,  and  that  the  signal  she  had  made,  was  to  order  then 
all  to  leav^  off  fishing,  and  to  return  in  shore,  which  we  saw 
them  instantly  obey.  On  this  disappointment  we  kept  on 
our  course^  and  soon  after  passed  by  two  very  small  rocb^ 
which  lay  four  or  five  miles  distant  troin  the  shore ;  bot 
night  came  on  ^fore  we  gut  sight  of  Pedro  Blanco,  and 
we  therefore  brooght-to  till  the  morning,  when  we  had  the 
satisfaction  to  discover  it.  It  is  a  rock  of  a  small  circmnii> 
rence,  but  of  a  moderate  height,  nnd«  both  in  shape  and  co- 
lour, resembles  a  sugar-loaf,  and  is  atK>ut  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  the  shore.  We  passed  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  it,  and  left  it  between  us  and  the  land,  still  keeping 
on  to  the  westward ;  and  the  neyt  day,  being  the  7tb,  we 
were  a-breast  of  a  chain  of  islands,  which  stretched  ham, 
east  to  west.  These,  as  we  afterwards  found,  were  called 
the  islands  of  Lema  ;*  they  are  rocky  and  bairen,  and  aiein 
all,  small  and  great,  fifteen  or  sixteen ;  and  there  are,  be* 
sides,  a  great  number  of  other  islands  between  then  and 
the  main  land  of  China.  These  islands  we  left  on  the  staf- 
f)oard  side,  passing  within  four  miles  ot  them,  where  wehsd 
twenty^foiir  fathom  w^ter.  We  were  still  surrounded  by 
fishing-boats ;  and  we  once  more  sent  the  cutter  on  board 
one  pf  them,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  pilot,  but  could  not 
prevail ;  however,  one  of  the  Chinese  directed  us  by  signs 
to  sail  round  the  weslermost  of  the  islands  or  rocks  of  Le- 
ma, and  then  to  hale  up.  We  followed  this  direction,  and 
in  the  evening  came  to  an  anchor  in  eighteen  fathom. 

On  the  9th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  sent  our  cutter  to 
aounc)  the  channel,  where  we  proposed  to  pass ;  but  before 
the  return  of  thje  cutter,  a  Chinese  pilot  put  on  board  as, 
and  told  us,  in  broken  Portuguese,  he  would  carry,  us  to  Ma- 
cao for  thirty  dollars :  These  were  immediately  pidd  him, 
and  we  then  weighed  and  m^de  sail ;  and  soon  afker,  seve- 
ral ofiier  pilots  came  on  board  us,  who,  to  recommend  them* 
selves,  produped  certificates  froip  the  captains  of  several 
ships  tbey  had  piloted  in,  but  we  continued  the  ship  under 
the  management  of  the  Chinese  who  came  first  on  board. 
Py  this  time  we  learnt,  that  we  were  not  far  distant  fiom 

Macai^ 

^  CaOed  Grand  Lema  in  Arrowsmith's  map^  and  touched  at  liytiieI|ioi 
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M acaoj  and  that  there  were  in  the  river  of  Canton^  at  the 
Booth  of  which  Macao  hefycleTen  European  shipt,  ofwhich 
four  were  Engliih.  Our  pilot  carried  u»  between  the  iilanda 
of  Bamboo  and  CaboucCy  but  the  winds  hangini^  in  the 
narthem  board,  and  ihe  tides  often  settint;  !itr>n>;ly  against 
Qif  we  were  obliged  to  come  frei]uently  to  nn  anchor^  to  that 
we  did  not  get  through  bctwet-n  the  two  JHlundi  till  the  I2th 
of  November!  at  two  in  the  mornini;.     In  passing  tliruui^b, 
oax  depth  of  water  wat  from  iwrlvr  to  fourteen  fatliom ; 
and  as  we  itill  stcired  «n  N.  \V.  |  W.  lN*tueen  a  number 
of  other  islands,  our  soundin:?!  underwent  little  or  no  varia- 
tioo  till  towards  tlie  evenini^,  when  ihcy  increased  to  seven- 
teen fathom  ;  in  which  depth  (the  wind'  dyiiiic  away)  we  an- 
chored not  far  from  the  isliuid  of  I^ant'oon,  which  is  the 
largest  of  all  this  range  of  islands.     At  seven  in  the  monv 
iiig  we  weighed  again,  and  steering  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W. 
bj  W.,  we  at  ten  o'clock  happily  anchored  in  Macao  road, 
in  five  fathom  water,  the  city  of  Macao  bearing  W.  by  N., 
three  leagues  distant;  the  peak  of  Lantoon  EL  by  N.,  and 
the  grand  Ladrone  S.  by  E.  each  of  them  about  five  leagues 
distant    Thus,  after  a  fatiguing  cruise  of  above  two  years 
oootinuance,  we  once  more  arrived  in  an  amicable  port,  in 
•  civiUied  country  ;  where  the  conveniences  of  life  were  in 
great  plenty ;  where  the  naval  stores,  which  we  now  ea* 
tremely  wanted,  couUI  be  in  some  degree  fSrocured  ;  where 
we  expe<:ted  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  of  receiving  let- 
ters from  our  relations  and  friends ;  and  where  our  country- 
men,  who  were  lately  arrived  from  England,  would  be  ca^ 
pnble  of  answering  the  numerous  enquiries  we  were  prepa- 
red to  make,  both  about  public  and  private  occurrences, 
and  to  relate  to  us  many  particulars,  which,  whetlier  of 
importance  or  not,  would  be  listened  to  by  us  with  the  ut- 
most attention,  after  the  long  suspension  of  our  correspond- 
co<:e  with  our  country,  to  which  the  nature  of  our  underta* 
king  bad  hitherto  subjected  us. 


Sectioh  XXIX. 

ProctediHgi  at  Macao, 

Tas  city  of  Macao,  in  the  road  of  which  we  came  to  an 
on  the  18th  of  November,  is  a  Portuguese  settle- 

mentp 
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meat,  sitdated  in  an  idand  at  the  mouth  oF  tlie  riy^r  of  Cai- 
ton.   It  was  formerly  a  very  rich  and  popnlooB  city,  andoi* 

Eible  of  defending  itaelf  against  the  power  of  the  adjaceot 
hinese  governors :  But  at  present  it  is  much  fallen  froii 
its -ancient  splendour;  for  though  it  is  inhabited  by  Ports- 
guesej  and  has  a  governor  nommated  by  the  king  of  Poiti- 
gal,  yet  it  subsists  merely  by  the  sufferance  of  the  ChinM^ 
who  oan  starve  the  place,  and  dispossess  the  Portonaa 
irfaenever  they  please :  This  obliges  the  governor  of  MactD 
to  behave  witn  great  circumspection,  and  carefully  to  avoid 
every  circumstance  that  may  give  offence  to  the  Chinese.* 

^  This  dreuiiMpeetion  hai  never  availed  mudL  Hie  Portogaese  btab* 
ad  this  port  and  the  adjoining  territory  of  about  8  raflea  in  drciiit,  is  a  ii^ 
ward  for  aaalBtanoe  given  in  extirpating  a  pirate  who  took  refuge  heitti  lit 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Chinese  always  erudged,  and  often  vidaccd,  the  !■> 
snunities  thus  won  from  their  fears.  The  city*  built  after  the  EikrapM 
tBodel,  and  orighially  possessed  of  both  militar}'  strength  and  oorammtt 
consequence,  has,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  Paitug«ese«  and  tbeafe- 
actions  and  insolence  of  their  neighbours,  dwindled  into  coaipamtifs  iMf|* 
nificanoe.  According  to  Sir  George  Staunton's  account,  tae  popdWoa 
does  not  now  exceed  19,0(X),  and  more  than  half  is  Chinese.  In  shoi^ 
lAacao  is  virtuall\  a  Chinese  town,  where  the  Portuguese  are  merely  tolh 
.-rated.  The  Chinese,  it  is  certain,  require  almost  any  other  treatment  thss 
condescension  and  good  manners.  The  reader  will  soon  see  in  tJie  Bam* 
live  how  practicable  it  s  to  reduce  them  to  common  sense— one  of  the  is- 
flredients  of  it  they  have  in  a  high  degree,  the  desire  of  self-preservation. 
The  following  quotation  from  a  work  recently  pubtishcd,  may  amuse  him 
in  the  mean  time,  and  serves  l)esides  to  conlEurm  tiie  statement  of  the  teit 
**  The  situation  of  the  Portuguese  in  Macao  is  particularly  reatiained,  aid 
that  of  their  governor  extremely  unpleasant  to  him.  Althoi^h  the  latter 
invariably  conducts  himself  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  cases  stfll 
arise  in  which  he  cannot  give  wa^  without  entirely  sacrificing  the  honour 
of  his  country,  already  greatly  diminished  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese*  A 
Ibw  months  only  before  our  arrival  (November  1805,)  a  circumstance  hi^ 
pen^  fully  illustrative  of  this ;  an  account  of  which  may  tcmd  to  prove 
that,  if  the  Portuguese  possessed  greater  power  at  Macao,  the  oowwdl/ 
Chinese  would  not  dare  to  treat  them  with  so  little  consideration^  or,  to 
apeak  more  correctly,  with  so  much  contempt  If  Macao  were  in  tte 
bands  of  the  English,  or  even  of  tlie  Spaniards,  the  shameful  dependeooe 
of  this  possession  on  the  Chinese  would  soon  fall  to  the  ground ;  and,  iritb 
the  assistance  of  their  important  possessions  in  the  vicinity  of  China,  either 
of  these  nations  established  in  Macao  might  bid  defiance  to  the  whole  cae 
pire.  A  Portuguese  resident  at  Macao  stabbed  a  Chinese,  but  beiiig  rick 
ne  offered  the  nunily  of  the  deceased  a  sum  of  money  to  suffer  die  aftr 
to  drop.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  he  paid  4000  piastres ;  scaroely,  how- 
ever,  had  he  given  the  money,  when  the  ajQ&ir  was  repcesoitQd  to  tl^CU> 
nese  magistracy,  who  exacted  from  the  governor  that  the  criminal  sbooH 
be  instantly  given  up.  The  latter  refused,  alleging,  diat,  as  the  dasd'vtb 
osanaitted  in  Macap,  he  was  liable  to  the  Portuguese  lawy  aoooidiiiv  is 


xnr.  nor*  xxtxm       C^fimm  Ammm.  4iS 


The  river  of  Canlon,  at  ihe  moalh  of  whidi  thii  city  lie%  b 
the  odI?  Chinese  port,  fre<|iienUfd  by  European  ttiipi ;  and 
thit  riVer  ii  indeed  a  more  commodious  harbour,  on  many 
accounts,  than  Macao :  Bui  the  peculiar  cusloms  of  the 

Chinete^ 

whidi  be  would  be  punabcd  if  they  fiwad  bim  giiilly.  Tbe  Clanefle,  wha 
mi  aril  to  iiittct  pmuthaimc  ou  the  Furtuicueie,  immwJMiti'ly  on  the  momfL 
of  tbift  oosvcr  khuc  up  aU  heir  buathi,  aimI  fbrtade  the  importation  at^n^ 
vavooa  into  Macao ;  hut  the  isovcrnor,  «ho  had  two  >-cara  Mock  of  piofl- 
flbai  for  his  Kprriscin  (we  shall  ftnd  it  was  otherwise  with  ihe  governor  in 
.  Anaoo's  time)  ironbM  hunielf  very  little  with  thit  tbical,  and  atill  rsAisid 
lo  five  up  the  criminal ;  in  the  mean  tine  hi»  trial  vent  on ;  he  was  found 
guilt)  of  the  murder,  and  iininediaidy  hanged.  The  Chinese  awemblad 
with  the  intention  of  rnJi-a\ourinc  to  »eiie  thr  perpetrator  of  the  murder 
wliilst  on  hit  way  to  thr  scaffold  :  The  governor  collected  hn  iroopi,  load* 
fld  the  artillery  on  the  Kaitrncn,  and  awaited  the  attack ;  and»  alannad  at 
hii  decisive  neaturct.  die  C  hinese  withdrew,  uiuiler  the  pretence  of  bsM^ 
perfectly  latiified  with  the  cxeiutinn  at'  the  murderer,  and  order  wm  iia- 
assJiatrly  mtorcd."  Tlie  work  froin  which  thit  it  cxtrarted  is  Ckptab 
Kmsenstem's  arcuunt  uf  hit  voyapr  ruumi  the  worid,  m  IH09-4-5  and  0{ 
tant  the  fim  circiimnaviasation  the  Rutaiana  have  made,  and  that  too  on* 
dm  me  patronage  and  by  tbe  command  of  the  most  magnanimons  and  bn- 
Miacnt  Aleaander,  a  uKHUwh  whom  every  friend  of  humanity  must  ad^ 
aire  and  love  from  the  heart,  as  tui^Mtting  even  hit  liberality  in  the  pn>- 
saotion  of  useful  loence  and  disro%ery  amung^t  hin  own  lutjects,  by  tbe 
iplendoiir  and  substantial  value  of  his  services  m  the  best  interests  of  Bn* 
Jip^aad  tbe  worid  s 

Non  postidentem  multa  vocaveris 
Rccte  bcatum :  rectiut  occupot 
Nomen  beaii,  qui  deorum 
Muneribus  lapienter  nti, 
DuraiiM|ue  oallet  paupcntm  paii, 
Pejutque  leto  d^cium  timet ; 
Kon  ille  pro  cans  amirU 
Aat  pania  timidus  perirei 


To  ratan  to  Macao:  Captan  K.  atranglkf  opmssca  his  mab  that 
Buropian  power  of  suflu-ient  anogy  and  oonsequenoe  would  take  pc 
aion  of  it,  nelbrc  the  Portuguese  themselves  abandon  it  to  the  Chinese.  It 
is  efidcnt  he  alludes  to  tlie  EngKih.  An  ogrecmeot,  it  b  very  probable, 
■4ght  be  readily  entered  into  vrith  the  Portaguew  for  the  posscmon  of 
Sbat  place,  whidi  ooald  not  fail  to  prove  moat  convenient  for  our  eattem 
CoaMMToe.  An  equivalent  may  be  Idund  aaiong  the  West  Indian  isbnda; 
bai  it  is  perhaps  equally  vain  and  invidious  to  speculate  on  tuch  very  dis- 
eonccrng,  when  the  wonderful  events  now  occurring  in  a  kii^<m  lo 
the  cofment  and  the  teacktr  of  nationa,  arrest  the  imacinatiOB  Aon 
trivnd  lelfish  pursuit,  and  fix  the  mind  undividedly  on  the  opentiuns 
1 9«st  Bouice  of  power,  justice,  and  truth.  A  new  mm  oonunenoes  in 
4ha  world*  ■  May  it  be  remarkable  to  all  snrrrediM  gcnaatioas  for  libcal 
|ioBqr«disinierestedoe»i  aad  general  benevolence  f--E« 
MmApril^  181^ 
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\,  only  adapted  to  the  eBtertainmeDt  of  trading du|ll^ 
and  the  apprehensions  of  the  commodore,  lest  he  shoril 
emb'oil  the  East-India  company  with  the  regency  of  Gii^ 
ton,  if  he  should  insist  on  being  treated  upon  a  diBw^ 
footing  than  the  merchantmen*  made  him  resolve  toga  ifll 
to  Macao,  before  he  ventured  into  the  port  of  Canton,  b^ 
deed,  had  not  this  reason  prevailed  with  him,  he  biMlf 
had  nothing  to  fear :  For  it  is  certain  that  he  miglrtlMc 
.  entered  the  port  of  Canton^  and  might  have  continned  tiM 
as  long  as  he  pleased,  and  afterwards  have  left  it  again,  dt 
thovgh  the  whole  power  of  the  Chinese  empire  had  bssi 
brought  together  to  oppose  him.  > 

The  commodore,  not  to  depart  from  his  usual  prndaw, 
no  sooner  came  to  an  anchor  in  Macao  road,  than  he  di^ 
patched  an  officer  with  bis  compliments  to  the  Portogssv 
governor  of  Macao,  requesting  his  excellency,  by  thessas 
officer,  to  advise  him  in  what  manner  it  would  be  propcrls 
act,  to  avoid  offending  the  Chinese,  which,  as  there 
tlien  four  of  our  ships  in  their  power  at  Canton,  was  a 
ter  worthy  of  attention.  l*he  difficulty,  whicli  the  coa 
dore  principally  apprehended,  related  to  the  dutyussslr 
paid  by  all  sitips  in  the  river  of  Canton,  according  to  tbd 
tunnage.  For  as  men  of  war  are  exempted  in  every  tafAgk 
harbour  from  all  manner  of  port  charges,  the  commodqR 
thought  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  nonour  of  his  com* 
try  to  submit  to  this  duty  in  China :  And  therefore  he  ^ 
sired  the  advice  of  the  governor  of  Macao,  who,  being  sa 
European,  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  privileges  claimed 
by  a  British  man  of  war,  and  consequently  mieht  be  expeel^ 
ed  to  give  us  the  best  lights  for  avoiding  tnis  perplexitf* 
Our  boat  returned  in  the  evening  with  two  officers  sent  vf 
the  governor,  who  informed  the  commodore,  thatitvss 
the  governor's  opinion,  that  if  the  Centurion  ventured  ials 
the  river  of  Canton,  the  duty  would  certainly  be  ilimsrf 
ed ;  and  therefore,  if  the  commodore  approved  of  i^  ki 
would  send  him  a  pilot,  who  should  conduct  us  into  anothsr 
safe  harbour,  called  the  Typa,  which  was  every  way  eit^ 
modious  for  careening  the  ship,  (an  operation  we  were  i^ 
solved  to  begin  unon  as  soon  as  possible)  and  where  ihs 
above-mentioned  duty  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
asked  for. 

This  proposal  the  commodore  agreed  to,  and  in  the 
ing  we  weighed  anchor,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the 

Portogse« 
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Fdrtugoese  pilots  steered  for  the  intended  harbour.    As  we 
-catered  two  islandsy  which  form  the  eastern  pas8a|Q;e  to  it, 
.we  foand  our  sonndings  decreased  to  three  ta thorn  and  a 
half :  But  the  pilot  assuring  us  that  this  was  the  least  depth 
,W€  should  meet  with,  we  continued  our  course^  till  at  length 
the  ship  ftttick  fast  in  the  mud,  with  only  eighteen  feet  wa- 
ter abafi ;  and,  the  tide  of  ebb  making,  the  water  sewed  to 
•ixleen  feet,  but  the  ship  remained  perfectly  upright ;  we 
.thea  sounded  all  round  us,  and  finding  the  water  deepened 
to  the  northward,  we  carried  out  our  small  bower  with  two 
hawsers  an  end,  and  at  the  return  of  the  tide  of  flood,  hoye 
the  ship  afloat,  and  a  small  breeze  springing  up  at  the  same 
.instant,  we  set  the  fore  top-sail,  and,  dipping  the  hawser. 
Tan  into  the  harbour,  where  we  moored  in  about  five  fa- 
Jtbom  water.  This  harbour  of  the  Typa  is  formed  by  a  num- 
ber of  islands,  and  is  about  six  miles  distant  from  Macao. 
Here  we  saluted  the  castle  of  Macao  with  eleTen  guns, 
arbich  were  returned  by  an  equal  number. 

The  next  day  the  commodore  paid  a  visit  in  person  to 
.the  governor,  and  was  sainted  at  his  landing  by  eleven  guns, 
.wbicn  were  returned  by  the  Centurion.     Mr  Anson's  bnsi- 
aness  in  this  visit  was  to  solicit  the  governor  to  grant  us  a 
supply  of  provisions,  and  to  furnish  us  with  such  stores  as 
.w^re  necessary  to  refit  the  ship   The  governor  seemed  real- 
ly inclined  to  do  us  all  the  service  he  could,  and  assured  the 
commodore,  in  a  friendly  manner,  that  be  would  privately 
^ve  us  all  the  assistance  in  hia  power ;  but,  at  the  same 
iirne^  frankly  owned  that  he  dared  not  openly  furnish  us 
widi  any  thing  we  demanded,  unless  we  first  procured  an 
order  for  it  from  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  for  that  he  neither 
received  provisions  for  his  garrison,  nor  any  other  oecessa^ 
ries,  but  by  permission  from  the  Chinese  government ;  and 
.na  they  took  care. only  to  furnish  him  from  day  to  day,  he 
waa  indeed  no  other  than  their  vassal,  whom  they  could  at 
all  times  compel  to  submit  to  their  own  terms,  only  by  lay* 
ing  an  embargo  on  his  provisions. 

On  this  declaration  of  the  governor,  Mr  Anson  resolved 
Jbiniself  to  go  to  Canton  to  procure  a  license  from  the  vice- 
jK>y ;  and  accordingly  hired  a  Chinese  boat  for  himself  and 
bis  attendants  \  but  just  as  he  was  ready  to  embark,  the 
.'Hoppo,  or  Chinese  custom-house  officer  at  Macao,  reiiised 
to  grant  a  permit  to  the  boat,  and  ordered  the  watermen 
not  tp  piopeed  at  their  peril.  The  commodore  at  first  en- 
>  deavoured 
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deavonied  to  prevail  ^itb  the  boppo  to  withdraw  his  injvM- 
tion  and  to  ^aat  a  permit ;  and  the  goveroor  of  Macao  at- 

{loyed  bis  iDterest  with  the  hoppo  to  the  same  porpoii^ 
Ir  AnaoD^  finding  the  officer  inflexible,  told  him  the  not 
day,  that  if  he  longer  refused  to  grant  the  permit,  he  worid 
man  and  arm  his  own  boats  to  carry  him  thither ;  asking  tfe 
boppoj  at  the  same  time^  who  he  imagined  would  dare  to 
oppose  him.  This  threat  immediately  browht  about  whsi 
his  entreaties  had  laboured  for  in  Tain :  uie  pensit  wai 

£  anted,  and  Mr  Anson  went  to  Canton*  On  his  anifsl 
ere  he  consulted  with  the  supercargoes  and  officers  of  the 
English  sbipsy  bow  to  procure  an  order  from  the  vieeioy  for 
the  necessaries  be  wanted ;  but  in  this  he  had  leasoato  sap^ 
pose,  that  the  advice  they  gave  him,  though  doubtless  well 
loieaded,  was  yet  nol  the  most  prudent;  for  as  it  is  the  coi* 
torn  with  these  gentlemen  never  to  apply  to  the  supreae 
magistrate  bimseif,  whatever  difficulties  they  labonr  onder, 
but  to  transact  all  matters  relating  to  the  government  byte 
mediation  of  the  principal  Chinese  merchants^  Mr  Ansoa 
was  advised  to  follow  the  same  method  upon  this  occasios^ 
the  English  promising  (in  which  they  were  doubtless  sin- 
cere) to  exert  all  their  interest  to  engage  the  merchants  is 
his  favour.  And  when  the  Chinese  merchants  were  apj^ed 
to,  they  readily  undertook  the  management  of  it,  and  pio- 
mised  to  answer  for  its  success ;  but  after  near  a  moBth's 
delay,  and  reiterated  excuses,  during  which  interval  thej 
pretended  to  be  often  upon  the  point  of  completing  the  bs- 
siness,  they  at  last  (being  pressed,  and  measures  being  ta- 
ken for  delivering  a  letter  to  the  viceroy)  threw  off  the 
mask,  and  declared  they  neither  had  applied  to  the  viceroy 
nor  could  they ;  for  he  was  too  great  a  man,  they  said,  for 
them  to  approach  on  any  occasion.  And,  not  contented 
with  having  themselves  thus  grossly  deceived  the  commo* 
dore,  they  now  used  all  their  persuasion  with  the  English  st 
Canton,  to  prevent  them  from  intermeddling  with  any 
thing  that  regarded  him,  representing  to  them,  that  it  wooM 
in  all  probability  embroil  them  with  the  government,  and 
occasion  them  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble ;  whiofc 
groundless  insinuations  had  indeed  but  too  much  weig^ 
with  those  thev  were  applied  to. 

it  may  be  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  for  this  pciMtais 
conduct  of  the  Chinese  merchaats :  Interest  indeed  is kvMli 
to  exert  a  boundless  influence  ovec  the  inhdMisttkitf  iMI 

cnpirai 
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'  empiie ;  but  how  ibcir  interest  could  be  affected  in  the  pre- 
leat  caae  it  not  ea«y  to  discover^  unlt-ss  Uiey  apprehended 
that  the  pretenc*e  ot'  a  ship  ol'  force  might  damp  their  M*» 
niUa  trade,  and  therefort'  acted  in  tlii«  manner  with  a  view 
of  forcing  the  commodore  to  Batavia :  But  it  might  be  as 
aatoral  in  this  light  to  Mippoie,  that  they  would  have  been 
eager  to  have  got  hiin  disiiatchcd.    i»  thcrtfure.  rattier  im« 
pute  their  behaviour  to  the  unparallelMi  pu*illanimity  of  the 
nation,  and  to  the  awe  lln-y  are  under  of  the  government ; 
for  as  such  a  sliip  as  tlie  Centurion,  fitted  for  war  only,  had 
nerer  been  seen  in  tho&e  parts  before,  bhe  wa«  tlie  horror  of 
these  da*Uird»,  and  the  merchanU  were  in  some  degree  ter« 
rified  even  with  the  idea  of  her,  and  couJd  nut  think  of  ap* 
plying  to  the  viceroy  (who  i%  duublU  ss  fond  of  all  opportuni* 
ties  of  fleeting  tlitm)  without  n-presenting  to  themselvci 
the  pietinces  which  a  hungry  and  tyrannical  magistrate 
night  pos&ibly  fmif,  for  cenHuring  their  intermeddling  in  so 
iiniui«al  a  trausuction,  in  which  he  uiiszht  pictend  tiie  inte<* 
rest  of  the  statr  was  immedinttlv  cout'crned.     However,  be 
this  as  it  niii\,  llit-  cnniiiuKioit'  was  satisfied  that  nothing 
to  be  duue  by  the  iiitiTpoMtmu  of  the  merchants,  as  it 
on  his  pressing  them  to  delivir  a  letter  tu  the  vicserogft 
that  they  had  declared  they  durjit  not  intermeddle,  and  had 
confessed,  that,  noLuithntmding  all  their  pretences  of  ser« 
Ting  him,  liiey  had  not  yet  taken  one  step  towards  iL     Mff 
Anson  thcTefore  told  them,  that  he  would  proceed  to  Bat»v 
via  and  refit  his  ship  there  ;  but  informed  them,  at  the  same 
time,  that  this  was  impossible  to  be  done,  unless  he  was  sup- 
plied with  a  stock  of  provisions  suflicient  for  his  passage* 
The  merch«ints  on  this  undertook  to  procure  him  provisions^ 
but  assured  him  that  it  was  what  they  durst  not  engage  ia 
openly,  but  proposed  to  manage  it  in  a  clandestine  uiaoDtfr^ 
by  putting  a  quantity  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  provision^ 
on  board  tlic  I'lngiish  ships,  which  were  now  ready  to  sail, 
•od  these  were  to  stop  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Typa^  where  the 
Centurion's  boats  were  to  receive  it.  This  article,  which  the 
merchants  represented  as  a  matter  of  great  favour,  being 
aettled,  the  commodore,  on  the  iGth  of  December,  return- 
ed  from  Canton  to  the  ship,  seemingly  resolved  to  proceed 
to  Batavia  to  refit,  as  soon  as  he  should  get  his  supplies  of 
provision  on  board. 

Bot  Mr  Anson  (who  never  intended  going  to  Batavia) 
fiNndj  on  his  return  to  the  Centurion,  that  her  main-oiast 

was 
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WMM  tpruDg  in  two  places^  and  that  the  leak  was  couideftMy 
increased ;  so  that^  upon  the  whole^  he  was  fiilly  satisfieclj^ 
that  though  he  should  lav  in  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisioitt; 
yet  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  put  to  scs  without  r^ 
fitting:  For^  if  he  left  the  port  with  his  ship  in  her  presfiit 
condition,  she  would  be  in  the  utmost  dai^er  of  rounder^' 
ingy  and  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  difficnlties  he  had" 
met  with,  he  resolved  at  all  events  to  have  her  hove  doM 
before  he  left  Macao.  He  was  fully  convinced^  by  what  he 
had  observed  atCanton,  that  his  great  caution  not  to  iii- 

{'ure  the  East  India  Company's  affairs^  and  the  regard  he 
lad  shown  to  the  advice  of  their  officers^  had  occasioned 
all  his  embarrassments.  For  he  now  saw  clearly,  that  if  licf 
bad  at  first  carried  his  ship  into  the  river  of  Canton,  aad 
bad  immediately  applied  himself  to  the  mandarineSj  who 
are  the  chief  officers  of  state^  instead  of  employing  die 
merchants  to  apply  for  him,  he  would,  in  all  probability,' 
have  had  all  his  requests  granted^  and  would  have  been  soon 
dispatched  He  had  already  lost  a  month  by  the  wtci4g 
measures  he  had  been  put  upon,  but  he  resolved  to  lose  ssi 
little  more  time  as  possible ;  and,  therefore,  the  17th  of  De* 
cember,  being  the  next  day  after  his  return  from  Cantfx^ 
be  wrote  a  letter  to  the  viceroy  of  that  place,  acquainting 
him  that  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  a  squadron  of  htf 
Britaonic  majesty's  ships  of  war  which  had  been  cruising  fur 
two  years  past  in  the  South  Seas  against  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  at  war  with  the  king  his  master  ;  that,  in  his  way  back 
to  England,  be  had  put  into  the  port  of  Macao,  having  a 
considerable  leak  in  his  ship,  and  being  in  great  want  of 

Provisions,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  proceed  oa 
is  voyage  till  his  ship  was  repaired,  and  he  was  supplied 
with  the  necessaries  he  wanted ;  that  he  had  been  at  CaiH 
ton,  in  hopes  of  being  admitted  to  a  personal  audience  of 
bis  excellency,  but  being  a  stranger  to  the  customs  of  the 
country,  he  had  not  been  able  to  inform  himself  what  steps 
were  necessary  to  be  taken  to  procure  such  an  audience, 
and  therefore  was  obliged  to  apply  to  him  in  this  mannei;^ 
to  desire  his  excellency  to  give  orders  for  his  being  peimit^ 
ted  to  employ  carpenters  and  proper  workmen  to  refit  hii 
ship,  and  to  furnish  himself  with  provisions  and  stordVi 
thereby  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  voyage  to  Great  Bri^ 
tain  with  this  monsoon,  hoping,  at  the  same  time,  that  tboe. 
orders  would  be  issued  wim  as  little  delay  as  possible,  kal 

it 
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ight  occasion  kit  lott  of  tlie  season,  and  he  might  be 
rated  ft'rum  di  t^^irltfii;  till  the  next  winter. 
)!■  letter  was  tranijateci  into  the  (^hinese  lanipiBgey  and 
rommociore  dciiviTt'd  it  himHrif  to  the  liuppo,  or  chief 
er  of  the  em|H:r(ir's  cii!»toms  at  Mai-an,  desiring  him  to 
ard  it  to  the  vicemy  of  Canton  with  04  much  expedi- 
as  he  could.  Tlie  ortii*er  iit  first  seemed  un«iilling  to 
charge  of  it,  and  raiMrd  many  dithculties  about  it^  so 
Mr  Anson  suspected  him  of  being  in  leaga«  with  ilie 
chants  of  Canton^  who  had  always  sbowD  a  great  appre* 
ion  of  the  commodore's  having  any  immediate  inter- 
se  with  the  viceroy  or  mandarines;  and,  therefore,  the 
modore,  with  some  resentment,  took  back  his  letter 
I  the  hoppo,  and  told  him  he  would  immediately  send 
fficer  Willi  it  to  Canton  in  hi*  own  boat,  and  would  give 
poiitive  orders  not  to  return  without  an  answer  from 
viceroy.  l*he  hop|K),  perceiving  the  commodore  to  be 
imest,  and  fearing  to  lie  called  to  an  account  for  hit 
ml,  beg'^eil  to  be  entrusted  with  tlie  letter,  and  promi- 
o  deliver  it,  aid  to  procure  an  answer  as  soon  as  pos* 
•  And  now  it  was  soon  seen  how  justly  Mr  Anson  had 
ist  judged  of  the  propi'r  manner  of  dealing  with  the- 
leie;  for  tiiisi  letter  was  written  but  the  17th  of  Decern* 
a»  hath  been  already  observed,  and  on  the  19th  in  the 
ling,  a  mandarine  of  the  fir»t  rank,  who  was  governor 
e  city  of  Janson,  togetlier  with  two  mandarines  of  an 
ior  class,  and  a  gn*ut  retinue  of  ofhcers  and  servanlSj 
ig  with  them  eighteen  half  gallics,  decorated  with  a 
b  number  of  streamers,  and  furnished  with  musicj  and 
Df  men,  came  to  grapnel  a-liead  of  the  Centurion; 
ice  the  mandarine  sent  a  message  to  the  commodore, 
ig  him  that  he  (the  mandarine)  was  ordered  by  the  vice* 
n  Canton  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  ship,  and 
ing  the  ship's  boat  might  he  sent  to  fetch  him  on  board. 
Centurion's  boat  was  immediately  dispatched,  and  pre* 
ions  were  made  for  receiving  him  ;  for  a  hundred  of 
DOflt  sightly  of  the  crew  were  uniformly  drest  in  the  re- 
ntals of  the  marines,  and  were  drawn  up  under  arms 
le  main-deck  on  his  arrival.  When  he  entered  the  ship 
H  saluted  by  the  drums,  and  what  other  military  mn- 
bere  was  on  board ;  aiid^  passing  by  the  new-formed 
1,  be  was  met  by  the  commodore  on  the  qaarter-deck, 
conducted  him  to  the  great  c;tbin.     Here  the  mands^ 
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fine  explained  his  commissioo,  declariogy  that  his  businea 
was  to  examine  &'l  khe  particulars  mentioned  in  the  coiq« 
nsodote's  letter  to  the  viceroy^  and  to  confront  them  with 
the  representation  that  had  been  given  of  them ;  that  he 
was  particularly  instructed  to  inspect  the  leak»  and  had  for 
that  purpose  brought  with  him  two  Chinese  carpenten; 
and  tbat^  for  the  greater  regularity  and  dispatch  of  his  bn« 
■ines^t  he  had  every  head  of  tnquiry  separately  wrote  down 
on  a  sheet  of  paper^  with  a  void  space  opposite  to  it,  where 
he  was  to  insert  such  information  and  remarks  thereon  ai 
he  could  procure  by  his  own  observation. 

This  mandarine  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  very  consider- 
able parts^  and  endowed  with  more  frankness  and  hones^ 
than  IS  to  he  found  in  the  generality  of  the  Chinese,  After 
the  proper  enquiries  had  been  made^  particularly  aboat  tl)e 
leak^  which  the  Chinese  carpenters  reported  to  be  as  dvh 
gerous  as  it  had  been  represented^  and  consequently  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Centurion  to  proceed  to  sea  withpat 
being  refitted,  the  mandarine  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  account  given  in  the  commodore's  letter.  And  thii 
magistrate^  as  he  was  more  intelligent  than  any  other  pe^ 
son  of  his  nation  that  came  to  our  knowledge,  so  likewise 
was  he  more  curious  and  inquisitive^  viewing  each  part  of 
the  ship  with  particular  attention^  and  appearing  great^ 
surprised  at  the  largeness  of  the  lower*deck  guns,  and  at 
the  weight  and  size  of  the  shot.  The  commodore,  observing 
his  astonishment,  thought  this  a  proper  opportunity  toccm- 
vince  the  Chinese  of  the  prudence  of  granting  him  a  speedy 
and  ample  supply  of  all  he  wanted  :  With  this  view  he  told 
the  mandarine,  and  those  who  were  with  him*  that,  besides 
the  demands  he  made  for  a  general  supply,  he  had  a  parti- 
cular complaint  against  the  proceedings  of  the  custom* 
house  of  Macao ;  that  £\t  his  first  arrival  the  Chinese  boats 
had  brought  on  board  plenty  of  greens,  and  variety  of  fresh 
provisions  for  daily  use,  for  which  they  had  always  been 
paid  to  their  full  satisfaction,  but  that  the  custom-house  of- 
ficers at  Macao  had  boon  forbid  them,  by  which  means  he 
was  deprived  of  those  rei'reshments  which  were  of  the  ilt* 
most  consequence  to  the  health  of  his  men  after  their  kng 
and  sickly  voyage;  that  as  thty,  the  mandarines,  Iwl.ill' 
formed  themselves  of  his  wants,  and  were  eye-witnesp^itf 
the  force  and  strength  of  his  ship,  they  might  be  saiim^k 
was  not  for  want  of  power  to  supply  bimselfj  that  he  ^jif 
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red  the  pennission  of  the  goTcrnnriPiit  Ui  purchaie  what  pro- 
visions  he  ilood  in  need  of;  that  they  must  be  convinced 
that  tlie  Centurion  alone  was  capable  ot'  drstroying  the 
whole  navijcation  of  the  port  of  Canton^  or  of  any  other  port 
in  China,  without  runuing  the  least  riiik  from  all  the  force 
the  Chinese  could  collect ;  tiiat  it  was  true  tliis  was  not  the 
manner  of  proceeding  between  nations  in  friendship  with 
each  otherj  but  it  was  likewise  true  that  it  was  not  custom- 
arj  for  any  nation  to  |)ermit  the  ships  of  their  friends  to 
iLarre  and  sink  in  their  ports  when  tliose  friends  had  mo- 
ney to  supply  their  w.mts,  and  only  desired  liberty  to  Uy  it 
ont ;  that  they  iiiubl  ronfess  he  and  his  |>e<iple  had  hitherto 
behaved  with  great  inude^ty  and  ri'scrvc,  but  that,  as  his 
wants  were  each  dav  inLriaMiig,  liunuer  would  at  last  prove 
too  strong  for  any  restraint,  and  iircir:isity  wiu  acknowled- 
ged in  all  conntrir*s  to  be  superior  to  every  other  law,  and 
therefore  it  could  not  be  expected  that  his  crew  would  long 
continue  to  starve  in  the  midst  of  tliat  plenty  to  which  their 
eyes  were  every  day  wituesses.  To  this  the  commodore 
added,  (though  pi*riia|»s  with  a  less  serious  air,)  that  if  by 
the  delay  of  supplying  him  with  fresh  provisiions  his  men 
should  be  reduced  to  liie  necessity  of  turning  cannibals,  and 
preying  upon  their  o\iii  n|K'c-ic!>,  it  was  easy  to  be  fore&een^ 
that,  independent  of  lluir  friendship  to  their  cuinradcs,  thiy 
would,  in  point  of  luxury,  prefer  the  plump  well-fed  Chinese 
to  their  own  eiiiacialid  shipmates.  The  fir!it  mandarine 
acquiesced  in  the  justness  of  this  reasoning,  and  told  the 
commodore  that  he  shouhl  that  night  proceed  for  Canton  ; 
that  on  his  arri  al  a  counsel  of  mnndarines  would  be  sum- 
moned, of  which  he  himself  was  a  ineuiber,  and  that  by  be- 
ing employed  in  the  present  euminikkiiin,  he  wa-s  of  course 
the  commodore's  advocate ;  that,  as  he  was  fully  convinced 
of  the  urgency  of  Mr  Anson's  necessity,  he  dul  not  doubt 
but  on  his  representation  the  ctjun>el  uoulil  he  of  the  same 
opinion ;  and  that  all  that  was  demanded  would  be  amply 
and  speidily  granted.  And  with  regard  to  the  commodore's 
icomplaint  of  the  ciistoin-houhe  of  Macao,  he  undf.rU)ok  to 
rectily  that  iinrnt-diati  ly  by  his  own  autlioiity  ;  fur,  desiring 
a  list  to  be  given  him  of  the  (juanlity  of  provision  necessary 
fi>r  the  cxpen>«e  of  the  ship  for  a  day,  he  wrote  a  permit  un- 
der it,  and  delivered  it  to  one  of  Ins  attendants,  directing 
llim  to  see  that  (quantity  .sent  on  board  early  every  mnm- 
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ing ;  and  this  order,  from  that  time  forwards,  xvas  punclnit 
fy  complied  with.* 

When  this  weighty  affair  was  thus  in  some  degree  ngh 
lated,  the  commodore  invited  him  and  his  two  iiflniill 
mandarines  to  dinner,  telling  them  at  the  same  time^  tbi 
if  his  provisions,  either  in  kmd  or  qoantity^  were  not  villi 
they  might  expect,  thev  must  thank  themselves  for  htiim 
confined  him  to  so  hard  an  allowance.  One  of  his  disbei 


beef,  which  tiie  Chinese  all  dislike,  though  Mr  Anson  vii 
not  apprized  of  it;  this  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  laAs 
superstition,  which  for  some  ages  past  has  made  a  great  m> 
gress  in  China.    However,  his  guests  did  not  entirely  nil; 

fa 

'  Captain  Knisenstern,  in  his  very  iuteresting  woriL  already  refemdUb 
relates  an  anecdote,  which  it  may  amuse  tlie  reader  to  oompare  wilh  thl 
reasoning  of  Commodore  Anson's  now  eivcii : 

'*  An  English  brig  (The  Harrier)  of  eighteen  guns,  sent  by  Cuitam  WflodL 
commanding  a  squ»Jron  on  that  station,  to  demand  indemnincatioafari 
Spanish  prize  stranded  on  the  coast  of  China,  and  plundered  by  the  mM^ 
bad  the  audacity,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  China,  which  prohibit  ihipi  if 
war  going  up  the  Tigris,  to  force  her  way  as  liigh  as  Whampoa.  Tiro  nm^ 
darines,  as  usual,  went  aboard  the  bri^  at  the  moutli  of  the  river,  to  a* 
quire  what  her  cargo  was.  The  captain  shewed  them  a  caanon-biD|  M 
which  tliey  instantly  retired 

**  The  Brig/'  says  K.  "  had  found  her  way  to  Whampoa  without  t  p 
lot;  and  the  captain,  with  a  guard  of  twelve  men,  jiroceeded  to  CaotoolB 
demand  the  payment  of  the  sum  (<£80,000.)  This  during  conduct  thit* 
the  viceroy  into  astonishment,  and  iierhnps  occasioned  hrm  some  terror;fa 
nothing  but  the  excessive  cowardice  of  the  ('hiocse  could  have  ditend 
him  from  noticing  the  afTront.  They,  indeed,  shewed  a  disposition  ate  thl 
captain  had  quitted  Canton  of  avenging  tliemsclves,  but  this  alto|etheril 
their  customary  manner;  and  I  was  assured,  that  the  viceroy^  as  udeflV' 
fication  for  this  insult  of  the  English  captain,  had  imposed  a  heatyte 
npon  the  Kohong  (a  company  of  merchants  possessing  the  monopoly  €fAl 
European  trade,)  althougn  the  members  of  this  body  could  have  nocooo 
in  tlie  transaction."  Capt.  K.  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  nothiogbat 
solute  conduct  will  overcome  the  fickleness  and  knavery  of  the  Cbi 
He  pays  a  high  compliment  to  our  countrymen,  especially  Mr  Y 
president  of  the  factory,  who  interfered  in  his  behalf  wlien  at 
and  with  effect,  when  they  could  easily  have  thwarted  iiis  plan,  and 
broiled  his  government  wilh  that  of  China.  '*  That  they  puraued  a  10 
different  lin^  of  conduct,"  says  he,  ^  will  appear  by  the  above  aoooaal« 
tlieir proceedings;  nor  can  I  sufficiently  rejoice  at  the  zeal  and  e 
manifested  by  them  in  this  business,  i  Had  we  been  detained  only 
four  hours  longer  (he  had  applic<I  for  leave  to  depart,  whidi  was  _ 
with  much  difficulty,  and  actually  revoked  a  day  after  he  had  goMiJss 
;nust  have  fallen  into  the  absolute  power  of  tliesc  savaces^  who  nave  (>■ 
emboldened  by  an  useless  moderation,  not  only  to  call  3ie  polite  nitiaflllf 
jUyropc  barbarians,  but  also  to  treat  them  as  buch."i*£. 
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for  the  three  mandarines  completely  finished  the  white  part 
of  four  laree  fowls.  Bnt  they  were  extremely  embarrassed 
with  their  knives  and  forks^  and  were  quite  incapable  of 
making  use  of  them :  So  thaty  after  some  fruitless  attempts 
to  help  themselves,  which  were  sufficiently  awkward,  one 
of  the  attendants  was  obliged  to  cut  their  meat  in  small 
pieces  for  them.  Bnt  whatever  difficulty  they  might  have 
m  complying  with  the  European  mann»  of  eating,  they 
seemed  not  to  be  novices  in  drinking.  The  commodore 
excused  himself  in  this  part  of  the  entertainment,  under 
the  pretence  of  illness ;  but  there  being  another  gentleman 
present,  of  a  florid  and  jovial  complexion,  the  cnief  man- 
darine clapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  told  him  by  the 
interpreter,  that  certainly  he  could  not  plead  sickness,  and 
therefore  insisted  on  his  bearing  him  company ;  and  that 
gentleman  perceiving,  that  after  they  had  dispatched  four 
or  five  bottles  of  Frontiniac,  the  mandarine  still  continued 
anruffled,  he  ordered  a  bottle  of  citron-water  to  be  broueht 
wp,  which  the  Chinese  seemed  much  to  relish  \  and  this  be- 
ing near  finished,  they  arose  from  table  in  appearance  cool 
and  uninfluenced  by  what  they  had  drank,  and  the  commo- 
dore having,  according  to  custom,  made  the  mandarine  a 
present,  they  all  departed  in  the  same  vessels  that  brought 
ttiem. 

Ahtt  their  departure,  the  commodore  with  great  impa- 
tience expected  the  resolution  of  the  council,  and  the  ne- 
eessaiy  licences  for  his  refitment  For  it  must  be  obser- 
ved, as  hath  already  appeared  from  the  preceding  narra- 
tioUj  that  he  could  neitner  purchase  stores  nor  necessaries 
with  his  money,  nor  did  any  kind  of  workmen  dare  to  en- 
gage themselves  to  work  for  him^  without  the  permission  of 
the  government  first  obtained.  And  in  the  execution  of 
these  {wrticular  injunctions^  the  magistrates  never  fail  of 
exercuing  great  severity,  they,  notwithstanding  the  fustian 
eah>giums  bestowed  on  them  by  the  catholic  missionaries 
and  their  European  copiers,  being  composed  of  the  same 
fragile  materials  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  often  ma- 
king use  of  the  authority  of  the  law,  not  to  suppress  crimes, 
but  to  enrich  themselves  b^  the  pillage  of  those  who  com- 
mit them ;  for  capital  punishments  are  rare  in  China,  the 
effeminate  genius  of  ttie  nation,  and  their  strong  altach- 
ment  to  lucre,  disposing  them  rather  to  make  use  of  fines ; 
and  hence  arises  no  inconsiderable  profit  to  those  who  com-^ 
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poie  their  tribunak :  Conteq^aeDtly  prohibitioDs  of  all  kindly 
particalarly  such  as  the  allanog  prospect  of  great  profit  maj 
often  tempt  the  aubject  to  infringe,  cannot  but  be  fafouriti 
institutions  in  such  a  government.    But  to  return : 

Some  time  before  this.  Captain  Saunders  took  his  passags 
to  England  on  board  a  Sweaish  ship,  and  was  charged  with 
dispatches  from  the  commodore;  and  soon  after^  in  ths 
month  of  December,  Captain  Mitchel,  Colonel  Cra^end^ 
and  Mr  Tassel,  one  of  the  agent-victuallers^  with  his  iis» 
phew  Mr  Charles' Harriot,  embarked  on  board  some  of  ou 
company's  ships;  and  I,  having  obtained  the  oommodoi^i 
leave  to  return  home,  embarked  with  them. 
.  Whilst  we  lay  here  at  Macao»  we  were  informed  by  soot 
of  the  officers  of  our  Indiamen,  that  the  Severn  and  Peaii, 
the  two  ships  of  our  squadron,  which  had  separated  frooi 
us  oflf  Cape  ^oir,  were  safely  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  on  th^ 
coast  of  Brazil.  I  have  formerly  taken  notice,  that  aitha 
time  of  their  separation,  we  apprehended  them  to  be  lost* 
And  there  were  many  reasons  which  greatly  favoured  tins 
suspicion  ;  For  we  knew  that  the  Severn  in  particular  was 
extremely  sickly ;  and  this  was  the  more  obvious  to  the  rest 
of  the  ships,  as,  in^  the  preceding  part  of  the  voyage,  bee 
commander.  Captain  Legg,  had  been  remarkable  for  hii 
exemplary  punctuality  in  keeping  his  station,  till,  for  the 
last  ten  days  before  his  separation,  his  crew  was  so  dimi- 
nished and  enfeebled,  that  with  his  utmost  efforts  it  was 
not  possible  for  him  to  maintain  it.  Whatever  was  the 
cause  of  it,  the  Severn  was  by  much  the  most  sickly  of  the 
squadron:  For  before  her  departure  from  St  Catharine^ 
she  buried  more  men  than  any  of  them,  insomuch  that  the 
commodore  was  obliged  to  recruit  her  with  a  number  of 
fresh  hands ;  and  the  mortality  still  continuiiig,  she  was  sap- 
plied  with  men  a  second  time  at  sea,  after  our  setting  ssil 
from  St  Julians;  and,  notwithstanding  these  different  reiiH 
forcemeuts,  she  was  at  last  reduced  to  the  distressed  condi-^ 
tion  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  man* 
darine  governor  of  Janson,  at  his  leaving  Mr  AnsoOt  sefS* 
ral  days  were  elapsed  before  he  had  any  advice  from  hiv« 
and  Mr  Anson  was  privately  informed  there  were  ereat  da> 
bates  in  council  upon  his  affair;  partly  perhaps  owing  loits 
being  so  unusual  a  caie^  and  in  part  to  the  influence^  ai  I 
»uppose^oft>       fSRcl  Di| :  For  they  had  a  «Qmi|^ 
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man  aad  tmi  friend  miding  on  the  spot,  who  upoke  the 
fam^ioxge  Terr  «ell»  and  was  not  unacaoainled  with  tlie  tt^ 
■ality  of  the  goTerameot,  dot  with  the  periont  of  teteral 
of  the  magislralei,  and  contcqaentlj  coold  uot  be  at  a  loia 
far  aeam  of  traTerahiff  the  aiiittaiice  desired  bj  Mr  Antoib 
And  thw  oppoMtion  of  the  French  was  not  merely  the  ef* 
fcet  of  national  prejadicc  or  contrariety  of  political  into* 
ieat%  bnt  was  in  good  meaMre  owing  to  their  Tanity,  a  mo* 
live  of  moch  more  weight  witli  the  generality  of  mankind, 
ilian  any  attachment  to  the  pnblic  terrice  of  their  comnro* 
•icy :  For,  the  French  pretending  their  Indiamen  to  be  men 
of  war,  dicir  officera  were  apprehentiTe  that  any  diitino* 
lion  granted  to  Mr  Amon,  on  account  of  his  bearing  the 
king^  comminion,  would  render  them  lent  coniideraUe  in 
the  eyei  of  the  Cliinese,  and  would  ettablith  a  prepoitc»> 
aion  at  Canton  in  favour  of  ships  of  war,  by  which  tney,  as 
tndinff  vessels,  would  suffer  in  tlieir  importance :  And  I 
wish  tne  affectation  of  endeavouring  to  poM  for  men  of  war, 
and  the  fear  of  sinking  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese,  if 
Ae  Centurion  was  treated  in  a  different  manner  from  them- 
trivea,  had  been  confined  to  tlie  officers  of  the  French  shipa 
only.*    However,  notwithstanding  all  these  obstacles,  it 
ahonid  seem  that  the  representation  of  the  commodore  to 
the  mandarines  of  the  facility  with  which  he  could  right 
kinmelfj  if  justice  were  denied  him,  had  at  hut  its  effect : 
War,  on  the  6th  of  January,  in  the  morning,  the  governor 
of  Janaon,  the  commodore's  advocate,  sent  down  the  vice- 
loj  of  Canton's  warrant  for  the  refitment  of  the  Centurion^ 
for  supplying  her  people  with  all  they  wanted ;  and 
next  day  a  number  of  Chinese  smiths  and  carpenters 
It  on  board  to  agree  for  the  work.    They  demanded  at 
fiiat  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  tlie 
nsesssary  repairs  of  the  ship,  the  boats,  and  the  masts: 
This  the  commodore  seemed  to  think  an  unreasonable  sum, 
nad  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  work  by  the  day ;  but 
thsit  proposal  they  would  not  hearken  to ;  so  it  was  at  hut 
ameed,  that  the  carpenters  shouM  have  to  the  amount  of 
Mont  sax  hundred  pounds ;  and  that  the  smiths  should  be 
•  jftUL  for  their  iron-work  by  weight,  allowing  them  at  the 
•*   •  rate 

Is  faninostioD,  it  is  pretty  c\i«lcnt  from  the  preceding  narrstive, 
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rate  of  three  pounds  a  hundred  nearly  for  the  gmall  work^ 
and  forty-six  shillings  for  the  large. 

This  being  regulated,  the  commodore  exerted  himself  to 
get  this  most  important  business  completed ;  I  mean  the 
heaving  down  the  Centurion,  and  examining  the  state  d 
her  bottoqn :  For  this  purpose  the  first  lientenant  was  dis- 
patched to  Canton  to  hire  two  country  vessels,  called  in  their 
language  junks,  one  of  them  being  intended  to  heave  down 
byj  and  the  other  to  serve  as  a  magazine  for  the  powder  and 
ammunition  :  At  the  same  time  the  ground  was  smoothed 
on  one  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  a  large  tent  was 
pitched  for  lodging  the  lumber  and  provisions^  and  near  a 
iiundred  Chinese  caulkers  were  soon  set  to  work  on  the 
decks  and  sides  of  the  ship.  But  all  these  preparatioDSi 
and  the  getting  ready  the  careening  gear,  took  up  a  great 
deal  of  time ;  for  the  Chinese  caulkers,  though  they  worked 
very  well,  were  far  from  being  expeditious;  and  it  was  the 
fi6th  of  January  before  the  junks  arrived ;  and  the  neces- 
sary materials,  which  were  to  be  purchased  at  Canton,  came 
down  very  slowly,  partly  from  the  distance  of  the  place,  and 
partly  from  the  delays  and  backwardness  of  the  Chinese 
mercnants.  And  in  this  interval  Mr  Anson  had  the  addi- 
tional perplexity  to  discover  tliat  his  fore-mast  was  broken 
asunder  above  the  upper  deck  partners,  and  was  only  kept 
together  by  the  fishes  which  had  been  formerly  clapt  upon 
4t. 

However,  the  Centurion's  people  made  the  most  of  their 
time,  and  exerted  themselves  the  best  they  could  ;  and  as, 
by  clearing  the  ship^  the  carpenters  were  enabled  to  come 
at  the  leak,  they  took  care  to  secure  that  etfectuall y,  whilst 
the  other  preparations  were  going  forwards.  The  leak  was 
found  to  be  below  the  fifteen-foot  mark,  and  was  principally 
occasioned  by  one  of  the  bolts  being  wore  away  and  loose 
in  the  joining  of  the  stem  where  it  was  scarfed. 

At  last  all  things  being  prepared,  they,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  in  the  morning,  hove  out  the  first  course  of  the 
Centurion's  starboard  side,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find 
that  her  bottom  appeared  sound  and  good ;  and^  the  next 
day  (having  by  that  time  completed  the  new  sheathing  of 
the  first  course)  they  righted  her  again,  to  set  up  anew  the 
careening  rigging  which  stretched  much.  Thus  they  con- 
tinued heaving  down,  and  often  righting  the  ship  rrom  a 

suspicion 
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mtpicion  of  their  cartrcning  (ackie,  till  the  3d  of  Morrli; 
when,  Iki villi;  completed  the  paying  aiid  iheathiiii;  the  bol* 
ton,  which  proved  to  be  every  where  very  souud,  tlicy  tor 
the  h»t  time  righted  the  ship  to  their  great  joy,  tor  not 
ealy  the  fatigue  of  careening  had  been  considenikle,  but 
they  had  hern  apprdieoiive  of  being  attacked  by  the  Spin 
siardfly  whibt  the  ihip  was  tliua  incapacitated  lur  defence* 
Mor  were  their  t'eari  altogetlicr  groundleu;  for  I  hey  learnt 
•fterwards  by  a  Portuguese  TesieT,  that  the  Spaniards  at  M^ 
nilla  had  been  informed  that  the  Centurion  was  in  the 
Typa,  and  intended  io  careen  there ;  and  that  thereupoa 
the  governor  had  summoned  his  council,  and  had  propoted 
to  tliem  to  endeavour  to  burn  her  whilst  slie  was  cnreeningi 
which  was  an  auterpriM.*,  which,  if  properly  conducted^ 

aht  have  |Mit  them  in  great  danger :  They  were  farther 
that  this  scheme  was  not  only  proposed,  but  resolved 
oa;  and  that  a  captain  of  a  vessel  had  actually  undertaken 
to  perform  the  business  for  forty  thouvand  dollars,  which  he 
was  not  to  receive  unless  he  succeeded ;  but  the  governor 
pretending  that  there  was  no  treasure  in  the  royal  chest, 
and  insisting  that  the  merchants  should  advance  the  mo* 
nejr,  and  they  refusing  to  comply  with  the  deniniidy  the  af« 
ftir  was  dropped :  Perhaps  the  merchants  suspected  that 
the  whole  was  only  a  pretext  to  set  forty  thousand  doUan 
horn  them ;  and  indeed  this  was  aninued  by  some  who  bore 
the  governor  no  good  will,  but  with  what  truth  it  is  difficult 
to  asoerlain. 

A%  soon  as  the  Centurion  was  righted,  they  took  in  her 
powder  and  gunner^s  stores^  and  proceeded  io  getting  in 
their  ^ns  as  fast  as  pofeible,  and  then  used  their  utmost 
expedition  in  n-pairing  the  fore-mast,  and  in  completing 
the  other  articles  of  her  refitment.  And  being  thus  em- 
ployedf  they  were  alarmed  on  the  10th  of  March,  by  a  Chi- 
iieae  fisherman,  who  brought  tlicm  intelligence  that  he  had 
been  on  board  a  large  S|mnish  ship  off  the  grand  Ladrooe, 
and  that  there  were  two  more  in  company  with  her:  He 
added  several  particulars  to  his  relation,  as  that  he  had 
broaght  one  of  their  officers  to  Macao ;  and  that,  on  this, 
boats  went  off*  early  in  the  uiomiiig  from  Macao  io  tiieui : 
And  the  better  tocstabiish  the  belief  of  his  veracity,  he 
Mid  he  desired  no  money  if  his  information  should  not 
pNlfe  true.    This  \^a^  presently  bclicvrd  to  be  the  for«-- 
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rate  of  three  pounds  a  hundred  niearlj  for  the  small  work, 
and  forty-six  shillings  for  the  large. 

This  being  regulated,  the  commodcNre  exerted  himself  to 
get  this  most  important  business  completed ;  I  mean  the 
heaving  down  the  Centurion,  and  examining  the  state  of 
her  bottoqn :  For  this  purpose  the  first  lientenant  was  dis- 
patched to  Canton  to  hire  two  country  vessels,  called  in  their 
languaffe  junks,  one  of  them  being  intended  to  heave  down 
by,  and  the  other  to  serve  as  a  magazine  for  the  powder  and 
ammunition  :  At  the  same  time  tne  ground  was  smoothed 
on  one  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  a  large  tent  was 
pitched  for  lodging  the  lumber  and  provisions^  and  near  a 
Lundred  Chinese  caulkers  were  soon  set  to  work  on  the 
decks  and  sides  of  the  ship.  But  all  these  preparatioosi 
and  the  getting  ready  the  careening  gear,  took  up  a  great 
deal  of  time ;  for  the  Chinese  caulkers,  though  they  worked 
very  well,  were  far  from  being  expeditious;  and  it  was  the 
fi6th  of  January  before  the  junks  arrived ;  and  the  neces- 
sary materials,  which  were  to  be  purchased  at  Canton,  came 
down  very  slowly,  partly  from  the  distance  of  the  place,  and 
partly  from  the  delays  and  backwardness  of  the  Chinese 
mercnants.  And  in  this  interval  Mr  Anson  had  the  addi- 
tional perplexity  to  discover  tliat  his  fore-mast  was  broken 
asunder  above  the  upper  deck  partners,  and  was  only  kept 
together  by  the  fishes  which  had  been  formerly  clapt  upon 
4t. 

However,  the  Centurion's  people  made  the  most  of  their 
time,  and  exerted  themselves  the  best  they  could ;  and  as, 
by  clearing  the  ship,  the  carpenters  were  enabled  to  come 
at  the  leak,  they  took  care  to  secure  that  etfectually,  whilst 
the  other  preparations  were  going  forwards.  The  leak  was 
found  to  be  below  the  fifteen-foot  mark,  and  was  principally 
occasioned  by  one  of  the  bolts  being  wore  away  and  loose 
in  the  joining  of  the  stem  where  it  was  scarfed. 

At  last  all  things  being  prepared,  they,  on  the  2Cd  of 
Februar}',  in  the  morning,  hove  out  the  first  course  of  the 
Centurion's  starboard  side,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find 
that  her  bottom  appeared  sound  and  good ;  and,  the  next 
day  (having  by  that  time  completed  the  new  sheathing  of 
the  first  course)  they  righted  her  again,  to  set  up  anew  the 
careening  rigging  which  stretched  much.  Thus  they  con- 
tinued heaving  down,  and  often  righting  the  dhip  from  a 
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mtpicion  of  their  cartrcniag  tackle,  till  the  3d  of  March; 
when,  kivitig  completed  the  payiog  aiid  tlieathini;  the  hot* 
ton,  which  pruved  lo  be  every  where  very  sound,  tliey  for 
the  h»t  time  righted  the  ship  to  their  great  joy,  for  not 
ealy  the  fatigue  of  careening  had  been  cunsidenible,  but 
tlMv  had  hern  apprdientive  of  being  attacked  by  the  Spin 
siafdfly  whibt  the  ihip  was  thus  incapacitated  fur  defence* 
Mor  were  their  fean  altogetlicr  grouudleu;  for  ibcy  learnt 
•fterwardi  by  a  Portuguese  vefteTi  that  the  Spaniards  at  M^ 
nilla  had  been  informed  that  the  Centurion  was  in  the 
Tjpa,  and  intended  to  careen  there ;  and  that  thereapoa 
the  governor  had  lammoned  hit  council,  and  had  propoied 
to  them  to  endeavour  to  burn  her  whilst  slie  was  careeningj 
which  was  an  enterprise,  which,  if  properly  coodocted^ 

aht  have  |Mit  them  in  great  danger :  They  were  farther 
that  this  scheme  was  not  only  proposed,  but  resolved 
oa;  and  that  a  captain  of  a  vessel  had  actually  undertaken 
to  perform  the  business  for  forty  tbouvand  dollars,  which  he 
was  not  to  receive  unless  he  succeeded ;  but  the  governor 
pretending  that  there  was  no  treasure  in  the  royal  chesty 
end  insisting  that  the  merchants  should  advance  the  mo* 
ney,  and  they  refusing  to  comply  with  the  deiiiandy  the  af« 
ftir  was  dropped :  Perhaps  the  merchants  suspected  that 
the  whole  was  only  a  pretext  to  Ket  forty  thousand  dollars 
ftom  them ;  and  indeed  this  was  anirmed  by  some  who  bore 
the  governor  no  good  will,  but  with  what  truth  it  is  difficult 
%D  ascertam* 

As  soon  as  the  Centurion  was  righted,  they  took  in  her 
powder  and  gunner^s  stores^  and  proceeded  in  getting  in 
their  guns  as  fast  as  pos»ible,  and  then  used  their  utmost 
expedition  in  repairing  the  fore-mast,  and  in  completing 
the  other  articles  of  her  refitment.  And  being  thus  em* 
ployedf  they  were  alarmed  on  the  10th  of  March,  by  a  Chi- 
nese fisherman,  who  brought  tlieni  intelligence  that  he  had 
been  on  board  a  large  Spanish  sliip  oflf  the  grand  Ladrone, 
and  that  there  were  two  more  in  company  with  her:  He 
added  several  particulars  to  his  relation,  as  that  he  had 
broaght  one  of  their  officers  to  Macao;  and  that,  on  thi&, 
boats  went  off*  early  in  the  morning  from  Macao  to  tiieui : 
And  the  better  to' establish  the  belief  of  his  veracity,  lie 
■aid  he  desired  no  inoiicy  if  his  information  should  not 
prove  true.    This  wa^  presently  believed  to  be  the  fore- 

mentioned 
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mentioned  expedition  from  Manilla,  and  the  conmiodon 
immediately  fitted  bis  (:annon  and  small  arms  in  the  IM 
manoer  he  conld  for  defence ;  and  haiihg  then  his  pinuet 
and  cutter  in  the  offings  who  had  been  ordered  to 
a  Portuguese  tessel  which  was  getting  mder  tail,  he 
them  the  advice  he  had  received^  and  directed  them  to  look 
<mt  strictly:  But  no  such  ships  ever  appeared,  and  tfaef 
were  soon  satisfied  the  whole  of  the  stc»7  was  a  fidMi; 
though  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  what  reason  could  indnt 
tiiie  &II0W  to  be  at  such  extraordinary  pains  to  impose  m 
them. 
'  It  was  the  beginning  of  April  before  they  had  new-dggsi 
the  ship,  stowed  their  provisions  and  water  on  boardf  Mid 
liad  fitted  her  for  the  sea ;  and  before  this  time  the  Chi* 
n^se  grew  very  uneasy^  and  extremely  desiroua  that  iht 
should  be  gone  $  either  not  knowing,  or  pretending  notts 
believe,  thAt  this  was  a  point  the  commoaore  vraa  as  csfe^ 
Iv  set  on  as  they  could  be.  On  the  Sd  of  April,  two  iua» 
danne  bocits  came  on  board  from  Macao  to  nrge  bis  dearth 
iure ;  and  this  having  been  often  done  before,  though  mm 
bad  been  no  pretence  to  suspect  Mr  Anson  of  any  aficdid 
delays^  he  at  this  last  message  answered  them  in  a  deterw 
ned  tone,  desiring  them  to  give  him  no  further  troablejfcr 
he  would  go  when  he  thought  proper,  and  not  before.  Oi 
this  rebuke  the  Chinese  (though  it  was  not  in  their  povff 
to  compel  him  to  be  gone)  immediately  prohibited  all  p» 
visions  from  being  carried  on  board  him,  and  took  soch  cm 
that  their  injunctions  should  be  complied  with,  that  fipofli 
':hat  time  forwards  nothing  could  be  purchased  at  any  ntr 
whatever. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  the  Centurion  weighed  from  thi 
Tvpa,  and  warped  to  the  southward ;  and  by  the  ]5th|  die 
was  got  into  Macao  road,  completing  her  water  as  sk 
passed  along,  so  that  there  remained  now  very  few  articki 
more  to  attend  to,  and  her  whole  business  being  finiilM' 
by  the  igth,  she,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  that  it/B 
weighed  and  made  sail,  and  stood  to  sea. 
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Tbs  commodore  was  now  got  to  sea^  with  his  ship  very 
U  refitted,  his  stores  replenished,  and  an  additional  stock 
of  provisions  on  board  :  His  crew  too  was  somewhat  rein* 
forced ;  for  he  had  entered  twenty-three  men  during  his 
stay  at  Macao,  the  greatest  part  of  which  were  Lascars  or 
Indian  sailors,  and  some  few  Dutch.  He  gave  oat  at  Ma« 
cao  that  he  was  bound  to  Batavia,  and  thence  to  England  ; 
atid  though  the  westerly  monsoon  was  now  set  in,  when 
that  passage  is  considerra  as  impracticable,  yet,  by  the  con* 
fidtece  he  had  expressed  in  the  strength  of  his  ship,  and  the 
dexterity  of  his  people,  he  had  persuaded  not  only  his  own 
crew,  but  the  peome  at  Macao  likewise,  that  he  proposed 
to  try  this  unusual  experiment;  so  that  there  were  many 
letters  put  on  board  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  Canton  and 
Macao  for  their  friends  at  Batavia. 
'  But  his  real  design  was  of  a  Tcry  different  nature :  For 
he  knew,  that  instead  of  one  annual  ship  from  Acapuico  to 
Manilla,  there  would  be  this  year  in  all  probabikty  two ; 
since,  by  being  before  Acapuico,  he  had  prevented  one  of 
them  from  putting  to  sea  toe  preceding  season.  He  there* 
fore  resolved  to  cruise  for  these  returning  vessels  off  Cape 
Espiritu  Santo,  on  the  island  of  Samal,  which  is  the  first 
land  they  alwavs  make  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  And  as 
June  is  generally  the  month  in  which  they  arrive  there,  he 
doubted  not  but  he  should  get  to  his  intended  station  time 
enough  to  intercept  them.  It  is  true,  they  were  said  to  be 
stout  vessels,  mounting  forty-four  suns  a-piece,  and  carry«» 
ing  above  five  hundred  hands,  and  might  be  expected  to 
return  in  company ;  and  he  himself  had  but  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  hands  on  board,  of  which  near  thirtv  were 
boys :  But  this  disproportion  of  strength  did  not  deter  htm,  as 
he  knew  his  ship  to  be  much  better  fitted  for  a  sea-engaee- 
ment  than  theirSi  and  as  he  had  reason  to  expect  that  his 
men  would  exert  themselves  in  the  most  extraordinary  man- 
ner, when  they  had  in  view  the  immense  wealth  of  these 
Manilla  galleons. 

This 


490  Earfy  Cii^eumnavigatiafis.  -  -  past  u.  boos  in 

This  project  the  commodore  had  resolved  on  in  his  ova 
thoughts,  ever  since  his  leaving  the  coast  of  Mexico.    Aai 
the  greatest  mortification  which  he  received,  from  thev^ 
rions  delays  he  had  met  with  in  Cbioa,  was  his  apprehen- 
sion, lest  he  might  be  thereby  so  long  retarded  as  to  let  tfe 
galleons  escape  him.    Indeed,  at  Macao  it  was  inmmbeit 
on  him  to  keep  these  views  extremely  secret ;  for  there  be- 
ing a  great  intercourse  and  a  mutual  connection  of  inlcMs 
between  that  port  and  Manilla,  he  had  reason  to  fear,  te 
if  his  designs  were  discovered,  intelligence  would  be  ioM* 
diately  sent  to  Manilla,  and  measures  taken  to  prevent  thfe 
galleons  from  falling  into  his  hands :  But  being  now  at  sei^ 
and  entirely  clear  of  the  coast,  he  summoned  all  his  people 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  informed  them  of  his  resohitioi 
to  cruise  for  the  two  Manilla  ships,  of  whose  wealth  thej 
were  not  ignorant.  He  told  them  he  should  chuse  a  ststioo, 
where  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  them  ;  and  though 
they  were  stout  ships^  and  full  manned,  yet,  if  his  own  peo- 
'  pie  behaved  with  their  accustomed  spirit,  he  was  certain  k 
should  prove  too  hard  for  them  both,  and  that  one  of  them 
at  least  could  not  fail  of  becoming  his  prize  :  He  fortber 
added,  that  mauy  ridiculous  tales  had  been  propagated 
about  the  strength  of  the  sides  of  these  ships,  and  tneir  be- 
ing impenetrable  to  cannon-shot ;  that  tliese  fictions  had 
been  principally  invented  to  palliate  the  cowardice  of  thoie 
who  had  formerly  engaged  them;  but  he  hoped  there  were 
none  of  those  present  weak  enough  to  give  credit  to  so  a^ 
surd  a  story :  For  his  own  part,  he  did  assure  them  upon 
his  word,  that,  whenever  he  met  with  them,  he  would  figbt 
them  so  near,  that  they  should  find,  his  bullets,  instead  of 
being  stopped  by  one  of  their  sides,  should  go  tlirough  them 
both. 

This  speech  of  the  commodore's  was  received  by  his  peo- 
ple with  great  joy  :  For  no  sooner  had  he  ended,  than  thej 
expressed  their  approbation,  according  to  naval  custom,  bj 
three  strenuous  cheers,  and  all  declared  their  detenniuatioB 
to  succeed  or  perish,  whenever  the  opportunity  presented 
itself.  And  now  their  hopes,  which,  since  their  depaitnre 
from  the  coast  of  Mexico,  had  entirely  subsided,  were  a^aia 
revived ;  and  they  all  persuaded  themselves,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  various  casualties  and  disappointments  the/ 
had  hitherto  met  with,  they  should  yet  be  repaid  the  price 
of  tlieir  fatigues,  and  should  at  last  return  home  enriched 

wilb 
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with  the  spoils  of  the  enemy :  For,  firmly  relying  on  the  as- 
surances of  the  commodore,  that  they  should  certainly  meet 
with  the  vessels,  they  were  all  of  them  too  sanguine  to  donbt 
a  moment  of  mastenng  them ;  so  that  they  considered  them- 
selves as  having  them  alreadv  in  tlieir  possession.  And  this 
€XMifidence  was  so  universally  spread  through  the  whole 
ship's  company,  that,  the  commodore  having  taken  some 
Chinese  sheep  to  sea  with  him  for  his  own  provision,  and 
one  day  enquiring  of  his  butcher,  why,  for  some  time  past^ 
he  had  seen  no  mutton  at  his  table,  asking  him  if  all  the 
sheep  were  killed,  the  butcher  very  seriously  replied,  that 
there  were  indeed  two  sheep  left,  but  that,  if  his  honour 
would  give  him  leave,  he  proposed  to  keep  those  for  the 
entertwiment  of  the  general  of  the  galleons. 

When  the  Centurion  left  the  port  of  Macao,  she  stood 
for  some  days  to  the  westward ;  and,  on  the  first  of  May^ 
they  saw  part  of  the  island  of  Formosa ;  and,  standing  thence 
to  the  southward,  they,  on  the  4th  of  May,  were  in  the  lati- 
tude of  the  Bashee  islands,  as  laid  down  by  Dampier;  but 
they  suspected  his  account  of  inaccuracy,  as  they  found  that 
he  bad  been  considerably  mbtaken  in  the  latitude  of  the 
south  end  of  Formosa :  For  this  reason  they  kept  a  good 
look-out,  and  about  seven  in  the  evening  discovered  from 
the  mast-head  five  small  islands,  which  were  judged  to  be 
the  Bashecs,  and  they  had  afterwards  a  sight  of  Bottle  To- 
bago Xima.  By  this  means  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
correcting  the  position  of  the  Bashee  islands,  which  had 
been  hitherto  laid  down  twenty-five  leagues  too  far  to  the 
westward :  For,  by  their  observations,  they  esteemed  the 
middle  of  these  islands  to  be  in  £1®  4'  north,  and  to  bear 
from  Botel  Tobago  Xima  S.S.E.  twenty  leagues  distant^ 
that  island  itself  being  in  21^  5T  north.' 

After 

'  Tlie  Bashee  Islands  were  so  called  by  D^opier  from  the  name  of  a 
liquor  used  by  the  natives.  Four  of  them  are  inhabited,  and  are  tolerably 
fertile,  producing  sugar  canes,  pine  apples,  plantaines,  potatoes,  &c.  and  hi* 
ylufi  some  hogs  and  goats.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  reckoned  a  harmless 
and  peaceable  race,  are  saul  to  resemble  the  Japanese,  and  probably  are 
derived  fhmi  them.  Hie  unfortunate  Peyreuse  visited  one  of  the  most 
northerlv  of  these  islands,  and  found  its  ktitnde  to  be  31**  9/  13'  N.  Ar- 
rowsmith's  map  lays  them  down  very  particularly.  The  passage  betwixt 
Formosa  and  these  islands  is  held  very  dangerous  on  account  of  the  rock  call- 
ed Vele  Rete,  the  precise  situation  of  which  is  matter  of  discord  among  the 
navigators.  CapCun  Kmsensteni  went  thnNigh  this  passage  dufing  the 
night,  and  that  a  slonpy  one  tOQ,  with  perfect  sofety^keeinng  themidaleof 
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After  getting  a  li^ht  of  the  Basbee  islands^  thej  sbwl 
between  the  &  and  I^.W.  for  Cape  Espiritu  Santo;  and, Ih 
fOth  of  May  at  noon,  they  first  diBcorered  that  cape^  whidii 
about  four  o'clock  they  brouziit  to  bear  S.S.W.  aboat  daci 
leajzues  distant.  It  appeared  to  be  of  a  moderate  h6Ai 
with  several  round  hummocks  on  it.  As  it  was  knows  ttil 
there  were  centinels  placed  upon  this  cape  to  make  sigosbto 
the  Acapulco  sbip^  when  she  first  falls  m  with  the  Im,  die 
commodore  immediately  tacked^  and  ordered  the  top-galkM 
sails  to  be  taken  in,  to  prevent  being  discovered ;  and,  tka 
being  ttie  station  in  which  it  was  resolved  to  cruise  for  tkc 
galleons,  they  kept  the  cape  between  the  south  and  the  vol, 
and  endeavoured  to  confine  themselves  between  the  lalitadc 
of  12*  50',  and  13*  5',  the  cape  itself  lying,  by  their  obs» 
vations,  in  12^  4(y  north,  and  4"  of  east  longitude  fraa  Bo- 
tel  Tobago  Xima. 

It  was  the  last  of  May,  when  they  arrived  off  tbisespe; 
and  the  month  of  June  being  that  in  which  the  MsaiDs 
ships  are  usually  expected,  the  Centurion's  p€t>ple  wereaov 
waiting  each  hour  with  the  utmost  impatience  for  thebap|9 
crisis  which  was  to  balance  the  account  of  all  their  pest  c^ 
lamities.  As  from  this  time  there  was  but  small  employe 
ment  for  the  crew,  the  commodore  ordered  them  aunoH 
every  day  to  be  exercised  in  the  management  of  the  gicsK 

funs,  and  in  the  use  of  their  small  arms.  This  had  bees 
is  practice,  more  or  less,  at  all  convenient  seasons^  durine 
the  whole  course  of  his  voyage ;  and  the  advantages  whicb 
he  received  from  it^  in  his  engagement  with  the  galleoSf 
were  an  ample  recompence  for  all  his  care  and  attentioo.* 
The  galleons  being  now  expected,  the  commodore  mwit 
all  necessary  preparations  for  receiving  them,  having  hoist- 
ed out  his  long-boat,  and  lashed  her  alongside,  that  the  ship 
might  be:  ready  for  engaging,  if  they  fell  in  with  the  galleon^ 
in  the  night  All  this  time  too  he  was  very  solicitous  to 
keep  at  such  a  distance  from  the  cape,  as  not  to  be  disco- 
vered: 

thochanncly  and  having  men  oontiniiolly  on  the  look-out.  He  seems  ft> 
prefer  the  po»ition  of  Veic  Rete  and  its  reef  of  roeks,  (of  about  t«u  nib 
circiiit,)  M  given  hy  Brougfiton,  according  to  whose  olwervBtJOQS  the  ini- 
tUfle  in  SI '  4S'  '24",  and  the  longitude  239'  15".— £. 

^  Tlic  original  has  here  some  reflections  on  tlie  importanoe  aodadaati- 
gCB  of  exercising  the  seamen  in  firing,  &c.  which,  however  good,  are  tuo 
common  and  obvious  to  merit  inRcrtiuii.  The  art  of  destroying  men'*  ii^<^ 
has  bceo  abundantly  improved  since  ofir  author's  dny.— £. 
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vered :  Bat  it  bath  been  Bince  learnt,  that  notwithstaiiding 
bis  care^  he  waa  seen  from  the  land ;  and  advice  of  him  was 
•snt  to  Manillat  where  it  was  at  fint  ditbeliered^  bat  on 
leiteimted  intelligence  (for  it  aeems  he  was  seeli  more  tha& 
once)  their  merchants  were  ahumied^  and  the  governor  waa 
applied  tOj  who  undertook  (the  commerce  supplying  the 
neceasaiy  sums)  to  fit  out  a  force  consisting  of  two  shios  of 
thirty-two  guns^  one  of  twenty  guns,  and  two  sloops  or  ten 
gms  eachf  to  attack  the  Centurion  on  her  station :  And 
some  of  these  Tessels  did  actually  weigh  with  this  view; 
bat  the  principal  ship  not.  being  ready^  and  the  monsoon 
being  against  tfaem^  the  commerce  and  the  governor  dis- 
agveed,  and  the  enterprize  was  laid  aside.  This  frequent 
discovery  of  the  Centurion  from  the  shore  was  somewhat 
extraordinary ;  for  the  pitch  of  the  cape  is  not  highj  and 
ahe  usually  kept  from  ten  to  fifteen  leagues  distant;  though 
once  indeed^  by  an  indraught  of  the  tide^  as  was  supposed^ 
they  found  themselves  in  the  morning  within  seven  leagues 
of  the  land. 

As  the  month  of  June  advanced^  the  expectan^  and  im* 
patience  of  the  commodore's  people  each  day  increased. 
And  I  think  no  better  idea  can  be  given  of  their  great  ea* 
ffemess  on  this  occasion,  than  by  copying  a  few  paragraf^a 
mm  the  journal  of  an  officer,  who  was  then  on  boaj-d,  aa 
it  will,  I  presume,  be  a  more  natural  picture  of  the  full  at- 
tachment of  their  thoughts  to  the  business  of  their  cruise^ 
than  can  be  given  by  any  otheir  means.  The  paragraphs  I 
have  selected,  as  they  occur  in  order  of  time,  are  as  fol- 
low: 

^  Masf  31.  Exercising  our  men  at  their  quarters,  in  great 
expectation  of  meeting  with  the  galleons  very  soon ;  this 
being  the  eleventh  of  June  their  stile." 

^  Jacae  S.  Keeping  in  our  stations,  and  looking  out  for 
the  gaUeons.** 

'^  Jume  5.  Begin  now  to  be  in  great  expectation^  this  be- 
ing the  middle  of  June  their  stile." 

^  Jumt  11.  Begin  to  grow  impatient  at  not  seeing  the 
gallepns* 

^^  JtMf  13.  The  wind  having  blown  fresh  easterly  for  the 
forty-eight  hoars  past,  gives  us  great  expectations  of  seeing 
the  gaueons  soon. 

^  June  15.  Cfoising  on  and  off,  and  looking  out  strictly.' 
.  ^..Jime 
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^'  June  19.  This  being  the  last  dmy  of  Jmie^  N  JS.  the  pk 
leotis,  if  they  arrive  at  all^  nmst  appear  ■oon.'*  •  (-> 

From  these  samples  it  is  sufficiently  evident^  how  otm 
pletely  the  treasure  of  the  galleons  had  engrossed  thariMr 
ginatioD^  and  how  anxiously  they  passed  the  latter  psilif 
their  cruise,  when  the  certainty  of^the  arrival  of 
sels  was  dwindled  down  to  probability  only,  and  that 
bility  became  each  hour  more  and  more  doabtfnl.  Hnn 
«ver,  on  the  fiOth  of  June^  O.  S.  being  jost  a  mondi  km 
their  arrival  on  their  station,  they  were  relieved  fioai  Ail 
«tate  of  unoertaioly ;  when,  at  sun<-rise,  they  diaoovsrads 
sail  from  the  mastrhead,  in  the  SJB;  qvarter.  On  tiii%4 
general  joy  spread  through  the  whole  ^hip  ;  for  tfaqf  lisi 
no  doubt  but  this  was  one  of  the  galleons,  and  th^expsel^ 
«d  soon  to  see  the  other.  The  commodore  instanSy 
towards  her,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  seven  they  were: 
enough  to  see  her  from  the  Centilrion's  deck ;  at  wUck 
time  the  galleon  fired  a  gun,  and  took  in  her  top-gdsnt 
sails,  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  signal  to  her  conrar^  Is 
hasten  her  up ;  and  therefore  the  CSenturion  fired  a  |[aa  to 
leewardy  to  amuse  her.  The  commodore  was  surprise4 Is 
£nri,  that  in  all  this  time  the  galleon  did  not  change  her 
course,  but  continued  to  bear  down  upon  him  ;  for  he  hsri- 
]y  believed,  what  afterwards  appeared  to  be  die  case,  tht 
tne  knew  his  ship  to  be  the  Centurion,  aud^esolved  toii|^ 
him. 

About  noon  the  commodore  was  little  more  than  a  ks- 
gue  distant  from  the  galleon,  and  could  fetch  her  wake,  10 
that  she  could  not  now  escape  ;  and,  no  second  ship  appcv- 
ing,  jt  was  concluded  that  she  had  been  separated  from  her 
consort.  Soon  after,  the  salleon  haled  up  her  fore-sail,  mk 
brought-to  under  top-sails,  with  her  head  to  the  norA- 
ward,  hoisting  Spanish  colours,  and  having  the  standard  of 
Spain  flying  at  tne  top-gallant-mast-head.  Mr  Anson,  ii 
the  mean  time,  had  prepared  all  things  for  an  engagemcpt 
on  board  the  Centurion^  and  had  taken  all  possible  om^ 
both  for  the  most  eflfectual  exertion  of  his  small  strengAt 
and  for  the  avoiding  the  confusion  and  tumult  too  freqosil 
in  actions  of  this  kind.  He  picked  out  about  thirty  of  Ui 
choicest  hands  and  best  mancsmen,  whom  he  distribotal 
into  his  tops^  and  who  fuU^  answered  hb  expectation,  Iv 
the  signal  services  they  pertbrmed.  As  he  had  not  haw 
i^ough  remaining  to  (quarter  a  sufficient  number  to  eack 

gtest 
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gnat  gun,  in  the  customary  manner^  be  therefore,  on  his 
lower  tire,  fixed  only  two  men  to  each  gun,  who  were  to 
be  solely  employed  in  loading  it,  whilst  the  rest  of  his  peo- 
ple were  divided  into  different  ^angs  of  ten  or  twelve  men 
each,  who  were  constantly  moving  about  the  decks,  to  ruii 
€nit  and  fire  such  guns  as  were  loaded.  By  this  manage- 
jnenthe  was  enabled  to  make  use  of  all  his  guns ;  and,  instead 
of  firing  broad-sides  with  intervals  between  them,  he  kept 
up  a  constant  fire  without  intermission,  whence  he  doubted 
not  to  procure  very  signal  advantages ;  for  it  is  common 
widi  the  Spaniards  to  fall  down  upon  the  decks  when  they 
see  a  broaaside  preparing,  and  to  continue  in  that  posture 
till'it  is  given ;  after  which  they  rise  again,  and,  presuming 
the  danger  to  be  for  some  time  over,  work  their  guns,  and 
fire  with  great  briskness,  till  another  broad-side  is  ready : 
Bat  the  firing  gun  by  gun,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
commodore,  rendered  this  practice  of  theirs  impossible. 

The  Centurion  being  thus  prepared,  and  neanng  the  gal* 
Icon  apace,  there  happened,  a  little  after  noon,  several 
squalls  of  wind  and  ram,  which  often  obscured  the  galleoa 
from  their  sight ;  but  whenever  it  cleared  up,  they  observed 
her  resolutely  lying-to ;  and,  towards  one  o  clocks  the  Cen- 
tnrion  hoisted  her  broad  pendant  and  colours,  she  being 
then  within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy.    And  the  commodore 
observing  the  Spaniards  to  have  neglected  clearing  their 
ship  till  that  time,  as  he  then  saw  them  throwing  overboard 
cattle  and  lumber,  be  gave  orders  to  fire  upon  them  with 
the  chace^guns,  to  embarrass  them  in  tbeir  work,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  completing  it,  though  his  general  direo* 
tions  had  been  not  to  engage  till  they  were  within  pistol* 
shoL    The  galleon  returned  the  fire  with  two  of  her  stem* 
chacers ;  and,  the  Centurion  getting  her  sprit-sail-yard  fore 
and  aflt,  that  if  necessary  she  might  be  readj  for  boarding, 
the  Spaniards  in  a  bravado  rigged  their  spnt-sail-yard  fore 
and  alt  likewise.    Soon  after,  the  Centurion  came  ar  breast 
of  the  enemy  within  pistol-shot,  keeping  to  the  leeward 
with  a  view  of  preventing  them  from  putting  before  the 
wind,  and  gaining  the  port  of  Jalapay,  from  which  they 
were  about  seven  leagues  dislauL  And  now  the  engagement 
began  in  earnest,  and,  for  tlie  first  half  hour,  Mr  Ansoa 
over-reached  the  galleon,  and  lay  on  her  bow ;  where,  by 
the  great  wideness  of  his  ports,  he  could  traverse  almost  lul 
bi>  gw  opon  the  enemy^  whilst  t|ie  galieoo  could  only 

10  bring 
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bring  a  part  of  hen  to  bear.     ImmediRtely  on  the  com- 
meocemeot  of  the  action^  the  inatB,  with  which  the  galleoa 
bad  stuffed  her  nettiogj  took  fire^  and  hnrnt  Yiolently,  blai 
2ing  ap  half  as  high  as  the  mizen-top.    This  accident  (sop* 
posed  to  be  caused  by  the  Centurion  •  wads)  threw  the  ene- 
my into  great  confusion,  and  at  the  same  time  alarmed  the 
commodore,  for  he  feared  least  the  galleon  should  be  hnm^ 
aod  least  he  himself  too  might  suffer  by  her  driving  on 
board  him :  Bnt  the  Spaniards  at  last  freed  themselves  fnn 
the  fire,  by  cutting  away  the  netting,  and  tumbUne  tht 
whole  mass^  which  was  in  flames,  into  the  sea.  Bat  stQl  the 
CentarioD  kept  her  first  advantageous  position,  firing  her 
cannon  with  great  regularity  and  briskness,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  the  galleon's  decks  lay  open  to  her  top-men, 
who,  having  at  their  first  volley  driven  the  Spaniards  fiom 
their  tops,  made  prodigious  havock  with  their  tmallf«rni% 
killing  or  wounding  every  officer  but  one  that  ever  appetr* 
ed  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  wounding  in  particular  the  g^ 
neral  of  the  galleon  himself.    And  tnough  the  Centorini, 
after  the  first  half  hour,  lost  her  original  situation,  and  was 
close  alongside  the  galleon,  and  the  enemy  continued  to 
fire  briskly  for  near  an  hour  longer,  yet  at  last  the  commo- 
dore's grape-shot  swept  their  decks  so  effectually,  and  the 
number  of  their  slain  and  wounded  was  so  considerable, 
that  they  began  to  fall  into  great  disorder,  especially  as  the 
^neral,  who  was  the  life  of  the  action,  was  no  longer  caps- 
lie  of  exerting  himself.    Their  embarrassment  was  visiMe 
from  on  board  the  commodore.  For  the  ships  were  so  near, 
that  some  of  the  Spanish  ofiicers  were  seen  running  about 
with  great  assiduity,  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  their  men 
from  their  quarters  :  But  all  their  endeavours  were  in  vain; 
for  after  having,  as  a  last  effort,  fired  five  or  six  guns  with 
more  judgment  than  usual,  they  gave  up  the  contest;  and, 
the  galleon's  colours  being  singed  off  the  ensign-staff  in  the 
beginning  of  the  engagement,  she  struck  the  standard  at 
her  main-top-gallant-mast-head,  the  person  who  was  em- 
ployed to  do  it,  havin^i:  been  in  "imminent  peril  of  being 
killed,  had  not  the  commodore,  who  perceived  what  he  was 
about,  given  express  orders  to  his  people  to  desist  from 
firing, 

1'iius  was  the  Centurion  possessed  of  this  rich  priM 
amounting  in  value  to  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  MO0 
She  was  called  the  Nostra  Signora  de  CabedoDgi^ 
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commanded  by  the  general  Don  Jcroniino  de  MonterOf  a 
Portuguese  by  birth,  and  the  must  approved  oflicer  for  skill 
and  ooarage  of  any  employed  in  that  Mrvice.  Tlic  ^ulleoQ 
was  much  larger  tiian  the  Centurion,  had  live  hundred  and 
fidj  men  and  thirty^ix  guhs  mounted  lor  action,  Inrsides 
twenty-eight  pidreroes  in  her  t^unwule,  cjuarter^  and  tops, 
each  of  which  carried  a  four-pound  ball.  She  was  very  well 
famished  with  small  arms,  and  wa»  particularly  provided 
against  boarding,  both  by  her  cloiie  quarters,  and  by  a  stionj^ 
net-work  of  two-inch  ro|K.S  which  was  lact'd  over  her  waist, 
and  was  defended  by  liaif  piLes.  She  had  sixty-ticveu  kill- 
ed in  the  action,  and  ei'^hty-four  wounded,  whilst  the  Ceii- 
tnrion  bad  only  two  killed,  and  a  lieutenant  uud  sixteen 
wounded,  all  of  whom,  but  tme,  recovered :  Of  so  little  con- 
sequence are  the  most  dcsitructive  arms  in  untutored  and 
unpractised  hands 

The  treasure  thus  taken  by  the  G:nturion  having  lieen  for 
at  least  eiehUen  months  the  gnat  object  of  their  ho|ics,  it 
is  impossible  to  descritie  the  transport  on  board,  when,  afker 
all  their  reiteratctl  diMippointmcnts,  tliey  at  last  saw  their 
wislies  accomplished.  But  their  ji)\  was  near  bruig  sud- 
denly damped  by  a  moat  tremendous  incident :  I'or  no  soon- 
er bad  the  galleon  struck,  than  one  of  the  lieutenants  coin- 
ine  to  Mr  An^in  to  con i^ratu late  him  on  his  prize,  whisper- 
ca  him  at  the  same  time,  that  tiie  Centurion  wiu  danger- 
ously on  lire  near  the  powdtr-rooni.  The  commodfire  re- 
ceived this  dreadful  news  witnout  any  apparent  emotion, 
and,  taking  care  not  to  al.irm  his  people,  gave  the  necessary 
orden  for  extinguishing  it,  which  was  happily  done  in  a 
short  time,  though  its  appearance  at  first  was  extremely  ter- 
rible. It  seems  some  cartridges  had  been  blown  up  by  ac* 
cident  between  decks,  by  which  a  quantity  of  oakum  in  tlic 
afker-hatch-way,  near  the  at'ter-powdcr-rooin,  was  set  on 
fire  ;  and  the  great  smother  and  smoke  of  the  oakum  occa* 
sioned  the  apprehension  of  n  more  extended  and  mischie- 
▼ona  fire.  At  the  same  instant,  too,  the  galleon  fell  on  board 
the  Centurion  on  tlie  starboard  quarter,  but  she  was  cleared 
without  doing  or  receiving  any  cc»nsiderable  damage. 

The  commodore  made  his  nrst  lieutenant,  Mr  Saunmrez, 
in  of  this  prize,  appointing  her  a  post-ship  in  his  ma- 
aervice.  Captain  Saumarez,  before  night,  sent  on 
He  Centurion  all  the  Spanish  prisoners,  but  such  as 
■■fh^the  most  proper  to  be  retained  to  assist  in  na- 
I  '2 1  vigating 
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▼igaling  the  galleon.  And  now  (he  commodore  leamt^  firoB 
some  of  the  prisoners^  that  the  other  ship,  which  he  bad 
kept  in  the  port  of  Acapnlco  the  preceding  year,  instead  of 
returning  in  company  with  the  present  prize,  as  waa  expect 
ed,  had  set  sail  from  Acapuico  alone  much  sooner  than  usml, 
and  had^  in  all  probability,  got  into  the  port  of  MuiiUa  long 
before  the  Centurion  arrived  off  Espirita  Santo ;  so  thit 
Mr  Anson,  notwithstanding  his  present  sacceaa,  fauad  greit 
reason  to  regret  his  loss  of  time  at  Macao,  which  preveofeed 
lum  from  taxing  two  rich  prizes  instead  of  one. 
*  The  commodore,  when  the  action  was  ended,  reaoWed  to 
make  the  besi  of  his  way  with  his  prize  for  the  river  of  Caa- 
ton,  being  in  the  mean  time  fully  employed  in  securing  lui 
prisoners,  and  in  removing  the  treasure  from  on  board.tk 
galleon  into  the  CeDtcirion.  The  last  of  these  operatMNa 
was  too  important  to  be  postponed ;  for  as  the  navigaiioB 
to  Canton  was  through  seas  but  little  known,  and  where, 
from  the  season  of  the  year,  much  bad  weather  might  k 
expected,  it  was  of  great  consequence  that  the  treame 
should  be  sent  on  board  the  Centurion,  which  abip,  by  the 

1)resence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  greater  numberof 
ler  hands,  and  her  other  advantages,  was  doubtless  much 
safer  against  all  the  casualties  of  winds  and  seas  than  tbe 
galleon  ;  and  the  securing  the  prisoners  was  a  matter  of  still 
more  conseqii'-nce,  as  not  only  the  possession  of  the  Ires- 
sure,  but  the  livf  s  of  the  captors,  depended  thereon.  This 
was  indeed  an  ar'iicle  which  gave  the  commodore  much 
trouble  and  disquietude ;  for  they  were  above  double  the 
number  of  his  own  people ;  and  some  of  them,  when  tbev 
were  brought  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  had  observed 
how  •'lenderly  she  wits  manned,  and  the  large  proportion 
which  the  striplings  bore  to  the  rest,  could  not  help  expreu- 
ing  tlumselves  with  great  indignation  to  be  thus  beaLenby 
a  handful  of  boys.  The  method,  which  was  taken  to  hinder 
them  from  rising,  was  by  placing  all  but  the  officers  aod 
the  wounded  ii^  the  hold,  where,  to  give  them  as  much  air 
as  possible,  two  hatch-ways  were  left  open ;  but  then  (to 
avoid  all  danger,  whilst  the  Centurion's  people  shonULk 
employed  upon  the  deck)  there  was  a  square  partition  af 
thick  planks,  made  in  the  shape  of  a  funnel,  which  gndiftf^ 
each  hatch-way  on  the  lower  deck,  and  reached  to  thatdH 
rectly  over  it  on  the  upper  deck ;  these  funnels  aeiredii 
communicate  the  air  to  the  hold  better  than  conid  have 

been 
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been  dooe  withoni  them ;  ud.  at  tlic  ibim  timt,  MUcd 
graatly  to  the  security  of  the  ship ;  for  they  being  MTea  or 
eight  feet  high,  it  wooid  have  tieen  extreoiclv  (Uflicult  for 
the  Spaniardi  to  have  clainl>ered  op  ;  and  itiJl  to  augment 
thnl  diflicuityy  four  iwiveUgunt  loaded  with  muMuet-builctft 
planted  at  the  nouth  of  each  funnel,  and  a  centinel 


with  lighted  match  constantly  attended,  prepared  to  lire  in* 
to  the  bold  amongst  them^  in  case  of  any  disturbance. 
Their  officers,  who  amounicd  to  se  venleen  or  eighteen,  were 
all  lodged  in  the  tint  lieutenant's  cabin,  under  a  constant 
gourd  of  six  men  ;  and  the  general,  as  he  was  wound«d»  lay 
ra  the  Gommtidiire's  cabin  witii  a  centinel  always  with  him  ; 
und  they  were  all  informed,  that  any  violence  or  disturbance 
would  be  punished  witli  insitant  denth.  And  thut  the  Cen- 
tnrion*a  people  might  be  at  all  tinii's  prepared,  if,  notwith- 
•lunding  Uieie  rcgulalioHs,  any  tumult  should  urisr,  the 
maH  arms  were  constantly  kept  loaded  in  a  proper  place, 
whilst  all  the  men  went  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pi»tols) 
and  no  oflircr  ever  yullod  off  his  cloalhs,  and  when  be  slept 
had  always  his  arms  lying  ready  by  him. 

These  measures  were  obviously  necessary,  coiuidering 
the  hasards  to  which  the  commodore  and  his  people  would 
have  iieen  exposed,  had  Uicy  been  less  carctuL  Indeed, 
the  suflerings  of  the  pcx>r  prisoners,  though  impossible  to 
be  alleviated,  were  much  to  be  cuinmi!»erated ;  for  the  wea* 
ther  was  extremely  hot,  tlie  stench  of  the  hold  loathsome 
beyond  all  conception,  and  their  allowance  of  water  but 
just  sufficient  to  keep  them  alive,  it  not  being  practicable 
to  spare  them  more  than  at  the  rate  of  a  pint  anday  lor  each, 
the  crew  themselves  havini;  cmly  an  allowance  of  a  pint  and 
m  half.  All  this  considenrd,  it  was  wonderful  that  not  a 
OMO  of  them  died  du^in^  their  long  contintment,  except 
three  of  the  wounded,  who  difd  the  same  night  they  were 
taken ;  though  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  greatest  part 
of  them  were  stnint^cly  metamorphosed  by  the  heat  of  tlie 
hold ;  for  when  they  were  first  taken,  tney  were  sightly, 
robust  fellows ;  but  when,  after  above  a  month's  imprison- 
ment, they  were  discharf^od  in  the  river  of  Canton,  they 
were  reduced  to  mere  skeletons ;  and  their  air  and  lo<iks 
iqpfresponded  much  more  to  the  conception  formed  of 
g^MHts  and  spectri*s,  than  to  the  figure  and  appearance  of 
real  men. 

Thus  employed  in  •securing  the  treasure  and  the  prisoners, 

the 
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the  commodore  stood  for  the  river  of  Canton ;  and^  OD'te^ 
dOth  of  June,  at  six  in  the  evening,  got  sight  of  Cape  Db-' 
langano,  which  then  bore  west  ten  leagues  distant ;  and,  the - 
next  day,  he  made  the  Bashee  islands,  and  the  wind  beiv' 
so  far  to  the  northward,  that  it  was  difficult  to  weather' 
thein»  it  was  resolved  to  stand  through  between  Graftw 
and  Monmouth  islands,  where  the  passage  seemed  to  be 
clear ;  but  in  getting  through,  the  sea  had  a  very  daiUKr- 
ous  aspect,  for  it  rippled  and  foamed,  as  if  it  had  beenfiu  of 
breakers,  which  was  still  more  terrible,  as  it  was  then  aighL 
But  the  ships  got  through  very  safe,  (the  prize  always  keep- 
ing a-head)  and  it  was  found  that  the  appearance  which  had 
alarmed  them  had  been  occasioned  only  by  a  strong  tidft 
I  must  here  observe,  that  though  the  Bashee  islandiare 
usually  reckoned  to  be  no  more  than  five,  yet  there  an 
many  more  lying  about  them  to  the  westward,  which,  ai 
the  channels  amongst  them  are  not  at  all  known,  makes  it 
advisable  for  ships,  rather  to  pass  to  the  northward  or 
southward,  than  through  them ;  and  indeed  the  commodoie 
proposed  to  have  gone  to  the  northward,  between  them  and 
Formosa,  had  it  been  possible  for  him  to  have  weathered 
them.  From  hence  the  Centurion  steering  the  proper 
course  for  the  river  of  Canton,  she,  on  the  8th  of  July,  ra- 
covered  the  inland  of  Supata,  the  westermost  of  the  Leoa 
islands.  This  island  they  made  to  be  an  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  leagues  distant  from  Grafton's  island,  and  to 
bear  from  it  north  82®,  37®  west:  And,  on  the  11th,  having 
taken  on  board  two  Chinese  pilots,  one  for  the  Centurioo, 
and  the  other  for  the  prize,  they  came  to  an  anchor  off  the 
city  of  Macao. 

By  this  time  the  particulars  of  the  cargo  of  the  galleon 
were  well  ascertained,  and  it  was  found  that  she  bad  oa 
board  1,313,843  pieces  of  eight,  and  So,682oz.  of  viign 
silver,  besides  some  cochineal,  and  a  few  other  commodi* 
ties,  which,  however,  were  but  of  small  account,  in  compari- 
son x>f  the  specie.  And  this  being  the  commodore's  hit 
prize,  it  hence  appears,  that  all  the  treasure  taken  bjfhe 
Centurion  was  not  much  short  of  400,000/.  independent  of 
the  ships  and  merchandise,  which  she  either  burnt  or  d^ 
slroyecf,  and  which,  by  the  most  reasonable  estimatioB^ 
could  not  amount  to  so  little  as  600,000/.  more ;  so  that  the 
whole  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  our  squadron,  did  doubtless a- 
ceed  a  million  sterling.    To  which,  if  there  be  added  the 

grca: 
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great  expence  of  the  court  of  Spain,  ia  fitting  out  Pizarro, 
and  in  paying  the  additional  charees  in  America^  incurred 
on  our  account,  together  with  the  loss  of  their  men  of  war^ 
the  total  of  all  these  articles  will  be  a  most  exorbitant  sum^ 
and  is  the  strongest  conviction  of  the  utility  of  this  expedi- 
tion, which,  with  all  its  numerous  disadvantages,  did  yet 
prove  so  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  enemy. 


Section  XXXI. 

Transactions  in  the  Biver  of  Canton. 

The  commodore,  having  taken  pilots  on  board,  proceed- 
ed with  his  prize  for  the  river  of  Canton ;  and  on  the  14th 
of  July,  came  to  an  anchor  short  of  the  Bocca  Tigris,  which 
is  a  narrow  passage  forming  the  moutli  of  that  river :  This 
entrance  he  proposed  to  stand  through  the  next  day,  and  to 
run  up  as  far  as  Tiger  island,  which  is  a  very  safe  road,  se- 
cured from  all  winds.  But  whilst  the  Centurion  and  her 
prize  were  thus  at  anchor,  a  boat  with  an  officer  came  off 
from  the  mandarine,  commanding  the  forts  at  Bocca  Tigris, 
to  examine  what  the  ships  were,  and  whence  they  came. 
Mr  Anson  informed  the  officer,  that  his  ship  was  a  ship  of  , 
war,  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the 
other  in  company  with  him  was  a  prize  he  had  taken ;  that 
he  was  going  into  Canton  river  to  shelter  himself  au:ainst 
the  hurricanes  which  were  then  coming  on ;  and  that  as 
Boon  as  the  monsoon  shifted,  he  should  proceed  for  Eng« 
land.  The  officer  then  desired  an  account  of  what  men^ 
guns,  and  ammunition  were  on  board,  a  list  of  all  which  he 
said  was  to  be  sent  to  the  government  of  Canton  But 
when  these  articles  were  repeated  to  him^  particularly  when 
he  was  told  that  there  were  in  the  Centurion  four  hundred 
firelocks,  and  between  three  and  four  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  he  shiiigged  up  his  shoulders,  and  seemed  to  be 
terrified  with  the  oare  recital,  saying/  that  no  ships  ever 
came  into  Canton  river  armed  in  that  manner;  adding,  that 
he  durst  not  set  down  the  whole  of  this  force,  lest  it  should 
too  much  alarm  the  regency.  After  he  had  finished  his  en- 
quiries, and  was  preparmg  to  depart,  he  desired  to  leave  the 
two  custom-house  officers  behind  him ;  on  which  the  com 
modore  told  him,  that  though  as  a  man  of  war  he  was  pro- 
hibited 
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hibited  from  trading,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
or  duties  of  any  kind,  yet*  for  the  satiBfaction  of  Ae-Chki 
nese,  be  would  permit  two  of  their  people  to  be  left  «* 
board,  who  might  themseWes  be  Witnesses  how  punctHlbi 
he  should  comply  with  his  instructions.  The  officer  saeaM 
amazed  when  Mr  Anson  mentioned  being  exempted-fiM 
all  duties,  and  told  him,  that  the  emperor's  duty  m«|t  bs- 
paid  by  all  ships  that  came  into  bis  ports :    And  it  is  fsp- 

red,  that  on  this  occasion,  private  directions  were  pm 
^  him  to  the  Chinese  pilot,  not  to  carry  the  commmK 
through  the  Bocca  Tigris ;  which  makes  it  necessary  mM 
particularly  to  descfribe  that  entranlce. 

The  Bocca  Tigris  is  a  narrow  passage,  little  more  iha 
musquet-shot  over,  formed  by  two  points  of  land,  on  eifh 
of  which  there  is  a  fort,  that  on  the  starboard-side  heiiia 
battery  on  the  water's  edge,  with  eighteen  embrasurei^  M 
where  there  were  no  more  than  twelve  iron  cannon  monlU 
ed,  seeming  to  be  four  or  six  pounders ;  the  fort  on  (ht 
larboard-side  is  a  large  castle,  resembling  those  old  bwkk 
ings  which  here  in  £ngland  we  often  find  distinguished  If 
that  name;  it  is  situated  on  a  high  rock,  and  did  not^ 
pear  to  be  furnished  with  more  than  eight  or  f^n  caiMMM^ 
none  of  which  were  supposed  to  exceed  six  pounders.  TfacK 
are  the  defences  which  secure  the  river  of  Canton;  ssl 
which  the  Chinese  (extremely  defective  in  all  military  ikil) 
have  imagined  were  sufficient  to  prevent  any  enemy  fiw 
forcing  his  way  through. 

But  it  is  obvious,  from  the  description  of  these  forts»  tbsl 
tliey  could  have  given  no  obstruction  to  Mr  Anson's  pan 
sage,  even  if  they  liad  been  weH  supplied  with  gunnen  ssJ 
stores;  and  therefore,  though  the  pilot,  after  the  ChiiMM 
officer  bad  been  on  board,  refused  at  first  to  take  charge  off 
the  ship,  till  he  had  leave  from  the  forts,  yet  as  it  was  Wh 
€^ssary  to  get  through  without  any  delay/  for  fear  of  iht 
bad  weather  which  was  hourly  expected,  the  commodMt 
weighed  on  the  15tb,  and  ordered  the  pilot  to  cany  to 
by  the  forts,  threatening  him  that,  if  the  ship  ran  agraiirff 
he  would  instantly  hang  him  up  at  the  yardnirm.  Ikl 
pilot,  awed  by  these  threats, carried  the  ship  through  sifie^i 
the  forts  not  attempting  to  dispute  the  passage.  Indsii 
the  poor  pilot  did  not  escape  the  resentment  of  nis  coaaUT 
men,  for  when  he  came  on  shore,  he  was  seized  and  sealti 
prison,  and  was  rigorously  disciplined  with  the  bambs^ 

Howem 
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HoweTer,  he  foond  means  to  get  at  Mr  Anson  afterwardij 
to  deaire  of  him  some  recompence  for  the  chastiBement  he 
had  undergone^  and  of  which  he  then  carried  very  significant 
marks  about  him ;  and  Mr  Anson,  in  commiseration  of  bis 
sufferings,  gave  him  such  a  sum  of  money,  as  would  at  any 
time  have  enticed  a  Chinese  to  have  undergone  a  dozen 
basttnadings. 

Nor  was.  the  pilot  the  only  person  that  suffered  on  this 
occasion ;  for  the  commodore  soon  after  seeing  some  royal 
junks. pass  by  him  from  Boco  Tigris  towards  Canton,  he 
learnt,  on  enquiry,  that  the  mandarine  commanding  the 
forts  was  a  prisoner  on  board  them ;  that  he  was  already 
turned  out,  and  was  now  carrying  to  Canton,  where  it  was 
expected  hd  would  be  sevierely  punished  for  having  permit- 
tad,  the  ships  to  pass;  and  the  commodore  urging  the  un- 
icaaonahleness  of  this  procedure,  from  the  inability  of  the 
forU  to  have  done  otherwise,  explaining  to  the  Chinese  the 
great  superiority  his  ships  would  have  had  over  the  forts^ 
b|r  the  number  and  size  of  their  guns,  the  Chinese  seemed 
to  acqmesce  in  his  reasoning,  and  allowed  that  their  forta 
could  not  have -Stopped  him;  but  they  still  asserted,  that 
the  mandarine  would  infallibly  suffer,  for  not  having  done 
what  ail  his  judges  were  convinced  was  impossible*  To 
such  indefensible  absurdities  are  those  obliged  to  submit 
who  think  themselves  concerned  to  support  their  authority, 
when  the  necessary  force  is  wanting. 

On  the  l6th  of  July  the  commodore  sent  his  second  lieu* 
tenant  to  Canton,  with,  a  letter  to  the  viceroy,  informing  him 
of  the  reason  of  the  Centurion's  putting,  into  that  port;  and 
thai  the  commodore  himself  soon  proposed  to  repair  to  Can- 
ton, to  pay  a  visit  to  the  viceroy.  The  lieutenant  was  very 
civUiy  received,  and  was  promised  that  an  answer  should  be 
sent  to  the  commodore  the  next  day.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr  Anson  gave  leave  to  several  of  the  officers  of  the  galleon 
to  go  to  Canton,  they  engaging  their  parole  to  return  in  two 
dnya.  When  these  prisoners  got  to  Canton,  the  regency 
aent  for  them,  and  examined  them,  enquiring  particularly 
by  what  means  they  had  fallen  into  Mr  Anson's  power.  And 
on  this  occasion  the  prisoners  were  honest  enough  to  de-* 
clave^  that  as  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Spain  were 
at  war,  they  had  proposed  to  themselves  the  taking  of  the 
Gentnrioiit  and  bad  bore  down  upon  her  with  that  view,  but 
tint  the  event  bad  been  contrary  to  their  hopes :  However, 

thev 
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they  acknowledged  that  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
modore^  much  better  than  they  believed  they  shoald 
treated  him^  had-  he  fallen  into  their  hands.    This  confavt 
sion  from  an  enemy  had  great  weight  with  the  ChiBO^a 
who^  till  then,  though  they  had  revered  the  commodonb' 

Eower^  had  yet  suspected  his  morals,  and  had  oontidcnl ' 
im  rather  as  a  lawless  freebooter,  than  as  one  commiMaa* : 
ed  by  the  state  for  the  revenge  of  pnblic'injuries.  Battkef 
now  changed  their  opinion^  and  regarded  him  as  a  more  is- 
portant  person ;  to  which  {)echap8  the  vast  treasure  of  Ui 
prize  might  not  a  little  contribute ;  the  acquisition  of  weshk 
Deing  a  matter  greatly  adapted  to  the  estimation  and  nm^- 
rence  of  the  Chinese  nation. 

In  this  examination  of  the  Spanish  prisoners^  though  lhi< 
Chinese  had  no  reason  in  the  main  to  doubt  of  the  acoout 
which  was  given  them^  yet  there  were  two  circumstancti 
which  appeared  to  .them  so  singular,  as  to  deserve  a  mm 
ample  explanation;  one  of  them  was  the  great  dispropQi<> 
tion  of  men  between  the  Centurion  and  the  galleon ;  As 
other  was  the  humanity  with  which  the  people  of  the  nl* 
-^leon  were  treated  after  they  w^re  taken.  The  mandanan 
therefore  asked  the  Spaniardh^  how  they  came  to  be  oy» 
powered  by  so  inferior  a  force ;  and  how  it  happened,  since 
the  two  nations  were  at  war,  that  they  were  not  put  to  deilk 
when  they  came  into  the  hands  of  the  £nglish.  To  thefint 
of  these  enquiries  the  Spaniards  replied,  that  though  thef 
had  more  hands  than  the  Centurion,  yet  she  being  inteodcd 
solely  for  war,  had  a  great  superiority  in  the  size  ot  her  gmip 
and  in  many  other  articles,  over  the  galleon,  which  was  s 
vessel  fitted  out  principally  for  traffic :  And  as  to  the  ia» 
cond  question,  they  told  the  Chinese,  that  amongst  the  ns> 
tions  of  Europe,  it  was  not  customary  to  put  to  death  tiioie 
who  submitted ;  though  they  readily  owned,  that  the  cohh 
modore,  from  the  natural  bias  of  bis  temper,  had  treated 
both  them  and  their  countl-ymen,  who  had  formerly  beet 
in  his  power,  with  very  unusual  courtesy,  much  beyond  vkik 
they  could  have  expected,  or  than  was  required  by  the  cii> 
toms  established  between  nations  at  war  with  each  odier* 
These  replies  fully  satisfied  the  Chinese,  and  at  the  laoe 
time  wrought  very  powerfully  in  the  commodore's  favoib 
On  the  20th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  three  mandann 
with  a  great  number  of  boats,  and  a  vast  retinue,  came  ea 
l)Oard  the  Centurion,  and  delivered  to  the  commodore  (ha 

vicertj 
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vioerey  of  Caotoo's  order  for  a  daily  lopply  of  proviuooi^ 
and  for  piloU  lo  <:arry  Uie  fthipt  up  tiie  river  as  far  as  Uie  •«- 
cood  bar ;  and  at  iiie  same  time  ihey  dcli\-ered  him  a  mes- 
sage from  Ibe  Ticeroy,  in  answer  lo  the  letter  sent  lo  CaiH  . 
ton.    The  substance  of  the  message  was,  thai  the  viceroy 
desired  lo  be  excused  from  receiving  the  commodore's  visits 
during  the  then  excessive  hot  weather;   because  the  as- 
sembhng  the  mandarines  and  soldiers,  necessary  to  that 
ceremony,  would   prove  extremely  inconvenient  and  f^ 
tigning;  but  that  in  September,  when  the  weather  would  be 
mose  temperate,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  both  the  commo* 
doce  himself, and  the  English  captain  of  the  other  ship,  that 
was  with  him.     As  Mr  Anson  knew  that  an  express  had 
beea  dispatched  to  the  court  at  Pekin,  with  an  account  of 
the  Centurion  and  her  pnze  being  arrived  m  the  river  of 
Caaloo,  he  had  no  doubt,  but  the  principal  motive  for  pot^ 
ting  off  this  visit  was,  that  the  regency  at  Canloo  mighl 
gaia  time  to  receive  the  emperor's  instructions,  about  their 
behaviour  on  this  unusual  aHair. 

When  the  mandarines  had  delivered  tlieir  message,  thej 
began  to  talk  to  the  commodore  about  the  duties  to  fale 
paid  by  his  ships  ;  but  /le  immedialelv  told  them,  that  be 
would  never  submit  to  any  demand  of  that  kind ;  that  as 
he  neither  brought  any  merchandise  tliitlier,  nor  intended 
to  cany  anv  away,  lie  could  not  be  reasonably  deemed  to 
be  within  the  meaning  of  the  emperor*!i  orders,  which  were 
donbtlets  calculated  tor  trading  vessels  only,  adding,  thai 
no  duties  were  ever  demanded  of  men  of  wart  by  nations  ai> 
cnalomcd  to  their  reception,  and  that  his  master's  orders  ex- 
pressly forbad  him  from  paying  any  acknowledgement  for 
bis  ships  anchoring  in  any  port  whatever. 

The  mandarines  being  thus  cut  short  on  the  subject  of 
the  dnly,  they  said  they  had  another  matter  to  mention^ 
which  was  the  only  remaining  one  they  liad  in  charge; 
this  was  a  request  to  the  commodore,  that  he  would  release 
the  prisoners  he  had  taken  on  board  the  galleon ;  for  that 
the  viceroy  of  Canton  apprehended  the  emperor,  his  master, 
Mgbi  be  displeased,  if  he  should  be  informed,  that  per»onSj 
vhp  were  his  allies,  and  carried  on  a  great  commerce  with 
fcJ^M»lp<cts,  were  under  con6nement  in  his  dominions.   Mr 


himself  extremely  desirous  to  get  rid  of  the  Spa* 

laving,  on  his  first  arrival,  sent  about  an  hundred  of 

Imbo^  and  those  who  lemained^  near  four  hundred 

more, 
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more^  were,  on  many  accounts,  a  great  incDmbTanee  %'\ 
him.    However^  to  enhance  the  favoar,  he  at  fint  laiialii 
tome  difficulties;   bat  permitting  himself  to  be  |irrniM 
on,  he  at  last  told -the  mandarines,  that  to  show  his  Tradiasa 
to  oblige  the  viceroy,  he  would  release  the  prisonets,  whsi^t 
ever  they,  the  Chinese,  would  send  boats  to  fetch  themaft' 
This  matter  being  thus  adjusted,  the  mandarine*  departs^)  - 
and,  on  the  28th  of  July,  two  Chinese  junks  were  sent  fibai 
Canton,  to  take  on  board  the  prisoners,  and  to  carry  Umi  ' 
to  Macao.    And  the  commodore,  agreeable  to  his  proBte^ 
dismissed  them  all,  and  ordered  his  parser  to  send  with  tiMBi' 
eight  days  provision  for  their  subsistence,  during  their  flO** 
ing  down  the  river ;  this  being  dispatched,  the  Centurisa 
and  her  prize  came  to  her  moorings,  above  the  second  bsr, 
where  they  proposed  to  continue  till  the  monsoon  shifkaii 

Though  the  ships,  in  consequence  of  the  viceroy's  ftih 
mit,  found  no  difficulty  in  purchasing  provisions  for  tiidr 
daily  consumption,  yet  it  was  impossible  for  the  comflMH 
dore  to  proceed  to  England,  without  laying  in  a  large  quM^ 
tity  both  of  provisions  and  stores  for  his  use,  during  the  foy- 
age :  The  procuring  this  supply  was  attended  with  anftb 
embarrassment;  for  there  were  people  at  Canton  who  kd 
undertaken  to  furnish  him  with  biscuit,  and  whatever  eke 
he  wanted ;  and  his  linguist,  towards  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, had  assured  him,  from  day  to  day,  that  all  WB 
ready,  and  would  be  sent  on  board  him  immediately.  Bsl 
a  fortnight  being  elapsed,  and  nothing  being  brought,  tk 
commodore  sent  to  Canton  to  enquire  more  particularljf  ia- 
to  the  reasons  of  this  disappointment :  And  he  had  sooa 
the  vexation  to  be  informed,  that  the  whole  was  an  iili- 
sion  :  that  no  order  had  been  procured  from  the  viceraf 
to  furnish  him  with sca^s tores, as  had  been  pretended;  tkit 
there  was  no  biscuit  baked,  nor  any  one  of  the  articles  ii 
readiness  which  bad  been  promised  him  ;  nor  did  it  sp 
pear,  that  the  contractors  had  taken  the  least  step  to  coi^ 
ply  with  their  agreement.  This  was  most  disagreed 
news,  and  made  it  suspected,  that  the  furnishing  the  Cea* 
turion  for  her  return  to  Great  Britain  might  prove  a  dsH 
troublesome  matter  than  had  been  hitherto  imaginel; 
especially  too^  as  the  month  of  September  was  nearly  dap* 
sed,  without  Mr  Anson's  having  received  any  message  Am 
the  viceroy  of  Canton* 

And  here  perhaps  it  might  be  erpected  that  tome  sttis* 

factoiy 


fiB AF»  Xl¥.  iBOT«  xxxu     Cdp^ow  Jfwm,  507 

factory  account  Bhoald  be  given  of  the  motives  of  the  Chi- 
nese for  this  faithless  procedure.  But  as  I  have  already^  ia 
a  former  chapter,  made  some  kind  of  coojectures  about  a 
similar  events  I  shall  not  repeat  them  again  in  this  place, 
bat  shall  observe,  that  after  all,  it  may  perhaps  be  impossi- 
ble for  an  European,  ignorant  of -the  customs  and  manners 
of  that  nation,  to  be  fully  apprised  of  the  real  incitements 
to  this  behaviour.  Indeed,  thus  much  may  undoubtedly 
be  asserted,  that  in  artiHce»  falsehood,  and  an  attachment 
to  all  kinds  of  lucre,  many  of  the  Chinese  are  difficult  to  be 
paralleled  by  any  other  people ;  but  then  the  combination 
of  these  talents,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied 
in  particular  emergencies,  are  often  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
foreigner's  penetration :  So  that  though  it  m^y  be  safely 
concluded,  that  the  Chinese  had  some  interest  in  thus 
amusing  the  commodore,  yet  it  may  not  be  easy  to  assign 
the  individual  views  by  which  they  were  influenced.  And 
that  1  may  not  be  thought  too  severe  in  ascribing  to  this 
nation  a  fraudulent  and  selfish  turn  of  temper,  so  contradic- 
tory to  the  character  given  of  them  in  the  legendary  ac- 
counts of  the  Roman  missionaries,  I  shall  here  mention  an 
extraordinarv  transaction  or  two,  which  I  hope  will  be  some 
kind  of  connrmation  of  what  1  have  advanced. 

When  the  commodore  lay  first  at  Macao,  one  of  his  of- 
ficers, who  had  been  extremely  ill,  desired  leave  of  him  to 
go  on  shore  every  day  on  a  neighbouring  island,  imagining 
that  a  walk  upon  the  land  would  contribute  greatly  to  the 
restoring  of  his  health :  The  commodore  would  have  dis* 
snaded  him,  suspecting  the  tricks  of  the  Chinese,  but  the 
oflBcer  continuing  importunate,  in  the  end  the  boat  was  or« 
dered  to  car/y  bim.  The  first  day  he  was  put  on  shore  he 
took  his  exercise,  and  returned  without  receiving  any  mo- 
lestation, or  even  seeing  any  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  the 
second  day»  he  was  assaulted,  soon  after  his  arrival,  by  a 
great  number  of  Chinese  who  had  been  hoeing  rice  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  who  beat  him  so  violently  with  the 
handles  of  their  hoes,  that  they  soon  laid  him  on  the  ground 
iticapable  of  resistance;  after  which  they  robbed  him,  ta- 
king from  him  his  sword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  silver,  his 
money,  his  watch,  eold-headed  cane,  snuff  box,  sleeve- 
bnttons,  and  bat,  with  several  other  trinkets  :  In  the  mean 
time  the  boat's  crew,  who  were  at  some  little  distance,  and 
kud  no  arms  of  any  kind  with  them,  were  incapable  of  giv- 
ing 
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ing  bim  any  agsUtance ;  till  at  last  one  of  them  flew  on  thf 
feliow  who  had  the  swotd  in  his  possession,  and  wrestingMl 
out  of  his  hands,  drew  it,  and  with  it  was  preparing  to  W 
on  the  Chinese,  some  of  whom  he  could  not  have  fiuled  jiii, 
killing;  bat  the  officer,  perceiving  what  he  was  aboa^  ip*' 
mediately  ordered  him  to  desist,  thinking  it  more  pmdoittii 
submit  to  the  present  violence,  than  to  embroil  hisconuMh 
dore  in  an  inextricable  squabble  with  the  Chinese  govern-, 
ment  by  the  death  of  their  subjects;  which  calmneai  la 
this  gentleman  was  the  more  meritorious,  as  he  was  knon 
to  be  a  person  of  an  uncommon  spirit,  and  of  a  aomewhit 
hasty  temper :  By  this  means  the  Chinese  recovered  the. 
possession  of  the  sword,  which  they  soon  perceived  was  pro* 
hibited  to  be  made  use  of  against  them,  and  carried  off  lacir 
whole  booty  unmolested.  So  sooner  were  they  gone,  diaa 
a  Chinese  on  horseback,  very  well  dressed,  and  who  had 
the  air  and  appearance  of  a  gentleman,  came  down  to  tbe 
tliorv,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  understood  by  his  sigo^ 
seemed  to  censure  the  conduct  of  his  countrymen,  and  to. 
commiserate  the  officer,  being  wonderfully  officious  to  is> 
sist  ill  gr^ttiDg  him  on  board  the  boat :  But  notwithstanding 
tills  beiiaviour,  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  ttiat  he  w:s  an  ac- 
complice in  the  theft,  and  time  fully  evinced  the  jusUceof 
those  suspicions. 

When  the  boat  returned  on  board,  and  reported  what  hid 
passed  to  the  commodore,  he  immediately  complained  ofit 
to  the  mandarine,  who  attended  to  see  bis  ship  supplied; 
but  the  mandarine  coolly  replied,  that  the  boat  ought  not 
to  have  gone  on  shore,  promising,  however,  that  if  tbe 
thieves  could  be  found  out,  they  should  be  puni&lied; 
though  it  appeared  plain  enough,  by  his  manner  of  aIHwe^ 
ing,  that  he  would  never  give  himself  any  trouble  in  seardi* 
ing  them  out*  However,  a  considerable  time  atterwaidi^ 
when  some  Chinese  boats  were  selling  provisions  to  the 
Centurion,  the  person  who  had  wrested  the  sword  from  the 
Chinese  came  with  great  eagerness  to  the  commodore,  to 
assure  him  that  one  of  the  principal  thieves  was  then  ins 
provision-boat  alongside  the  ship;  and  the  officer,  who 
had  been  robbed,  viewing  the  fellow  on  this  report,  and 
"well  remembering  his  face,  orders  were  immediately  giTei 
to  seize  him ;  and  he  was  accordingly  secured  on  board  tk 
^hip>  where  strange  discoveries  were  now  made. 

This  thief,  on  his  being  apprehended^  expressed  so  mvA 

firighti 
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fkight  ia  his  countenance^  that  it  was  feared  he  wouMhave 
cbed  apon  the  spot ;  the  mandarine  too,  who  attended  Uni 
■hipj  had  visibly  no  small  share  of  concern  on  the  occasion; 
Indeed  he  had  reason  enough  to  be  alarmed,  since  it  was 
toon  evinced  that  he  had  been  privy  to  the  whole  robbery^ 
for  the  commodore,  declaring  that  he  Would  not  deliver  up 
the  thief,  but  would  himselF  order  him  to  be  shot,  the  man* 
Marine  immediately  put  oif  the  magisterial  air  with  which 
he  had  at  first  pretended  to  demand  him,  and  begged  hia 
release  in  the  most  abject  manner ;  jind  the  commodore  ap- 

Caring  inflexible,  there  came  on  board,  in  less  than  two 
urs  time,  Ave  or  six  of  the  neighbouring  mandarines,  who 
all  joined  in  the  same  entreaty,  and,  with  a  view  of  facilita- 
ting their  suit,  ofl^ered  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  fellow's 
liberty.  Whilst  they  were  thus  soliciting,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  mandarine,  who  was  the  most  active  amongst  them^ 
aod  who  seemed  to  be  most  interested  in  the  event,  was  the 
very  gentleman  who  came  to  the  officer  just  after  the  rob^ 
bery,  and  who  pretended  to  be  so  much  displeased  with  the 
villainy  of  his  countrymen.  And,  on  further  enquiry,  it  was 
found  that  he  was  the  mandarine  of  the  island  ;  and  that  be 
had,  by  the  authority  of  his  office,  ordered  the  peasants  to 
commit  that  infamous  action  :   And  it  seemed,  as  far  as 
could  be  collected  from  the  broken  hints  which  were  casu- 
ally thrown  out,  that  he  and  his  brethren,  who  were  all  pri- 
vy to  the  transaction,  were  terrified  with  the  fear  of  being 
called  before  the  tribunal  at  Canton,  where  the  first  article 
of  their  punishment  would  be  the  stripping  them  of  all  they 
were  worth ;  though  their  judges  (however  fond  of  inflict- 
ing a  chastisement  so  lucrative  to  themselves)  were  perhaps 
of  as  tainted  a  complexion  as  the  delinquents.     Mr  Anson 
was  not  displeased  to  have  caught  the  Chinese  in  this  di- 
lemma ;  and  he  entertained  himself  for  some  time  with  their 
perplexity,  rejecting  their  money  with  scorn,  appearing  in- 
exorable to  their  prayers,  and  giving  out  that  the  thief 
should  certainly  be  shot;  but  as  he  then  foresaw  that  be 
should  be  forced  to  take  shelter  in  their  ports  a  second  time^ 
when  the  influence  he  might  hereby  acquire  over  the  ma- 
gistrates would  be  of  great  service  to  him,  he  at  length  per- 
mitted himself  to  be  persuaded,  and,  as  a  favour,  released  his 
prisoner,  but  not  till  the  mandarine  had  collected  and  re- 
turned all  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  officer^  even  to  the 
jninutest  trifle.  « 

But, 
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Bat^  nonrithfltanding  this  inftance  of  the  goodintdEgMI 
between  the  magistrmtei  and  crimioalB^  the  Biit^og  indUb 
tion  of  the  Chinese  to  lucre  often  prompts  them  tobMll 
tbroagh  thii  awful  confederacy^  and  putt  them  on  defiHA 
ing  the  aathority  that  protects  them^  of  its  proper  qnsiirf 
the  pillage.  For  not  long  after  the  above-mentioiied'lMiii 
action^  (the  former  mandarine  attendant  on  the  shiji^^lii^ 
fai  the  mean  time,  relieved  by  another,)  the  <;ommodoitl«l 
a  top-mast  from  his  stem,  which,  after  the  most  dilignl«h 
quiiy,  could  not  be  traced  :  At  it  was  not  his  own,  botllhl 
been  borrowed  at  Macao  to  heave  down  by,  and  was  aoHi 
be  replaced  in  that  part  of  the  world,  he  was  extmndj  l» 
sirout  to  recover  it,  and  published  a  considerable  rewurilD 
any  who  would  bring  it  him  again.  There  were  nupidpsi 
from  the  first  of  its  being  stolen,  which  made  him  rcmclsfc 
m  reward  was  the  likeliest  method  of  getting  it  back:  Ae- 
eordiogly,  soon  after,  the  mandarine  told  him  that  soia^  sf 
biS|  the  mandarine's  peoplei  had  found  the  top*roast|  doi* 
ring  the  commodore  to  send  his  boats  to  fetch  it,  which bli 
ing  done,  the  mandarine's  people  received  the  promised  !!• 
ward ;  but  the  commodore  told  the  mandarine  that  be  wooM 
make  him  a  presf  nt  besides  for  the  care  he  had  taken  in  dk 
recting  it  to  be  searched  for,  and,  accordingly,  Mr  Amos 
gave  u  Hum  of  money  to  his  linguist,  to  be  delivered  to  Ike 
mandarine;  but  the  linguist  knowing  that  the  people hsl 
been  paid,  and  ignorant  that  a  further  present  had  bees 
promihed,  kept  the  niunoy  himself :  However,  the  msnds- 
rine  fully  confiding  in  Mr  Anson'rf  word,  and  suspcctin;^ the 
linguist,  took  occasion  one  morning  to  admire  thcsiseof 
the  Centurion^s  masts,  and  thence,  on  a  pretended  sudden 
recollection,  he  made  a  digression  to  the  to{>*oia5t  whidi 
had  been  lost,  and  asked  Mr  Anson  if  he  liad  not  got  it 
again.  Mr  Anson  presently  perceived  the  bent  of  thisoOD- 
versation,  and  enquired  of  him  if  he  hud  not  received  the 
money  from  the  linguist,  and  finding  he  had  not,  he  offered 
to  pav  it  him  upon  the  spot.  But  this  the  mandarine  reu- 
sed, having  now  somewhat  more  in  view  than  the  sM 
which  had  been  deta&;K'd  ;  for  the  next  day  the  hnguistm 
seized,  and  was  doubtless  mulcted  ot  all  he  had  gotten  is 
the  commodore's  service,  which  was  supposed  to  be  lillie 
less  than  two  thou^md  dollars;  he  was,  besides,  so  sevefdf 
bastinadoed  with  the  bauiboo,  that  it  was  with  dilficnlcy  be* 

escaped  with  life;  and  when  he  was  upbraided  by  the  coa- 

modore 
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nodore  (to  whom  he  afterwards  came  begging)  with  his 
follj  in  risking  all  he  had  suffered  for  fifty  dollars  (the  pre* 
soil  intended  for  the  mandarine,)  he  had  no  other  excuse 
to  make  than  the  strong  bias  of  his  nation  to  dishonesty, 
replying!  in  bis  broken  jargon^  '^  Chinese  man  very  great 
roeue  truly^  but  have  fashion,  no  can  help/' 

It  were  endless  to  recount  all  the  artiiicesi  extortions,  and 
frauds  which  were  practised  on  the  commodore  and  his  peo* 
pie,  by  this  interested  race.  The  method  of  buying  all 
•  things  in  China  being  by  weight,  the  tricks  made  use  of  by 
the  Chinese  to  increase  the  weight  of  the  provision  they  sold 
to  the  Centurion,  were  almost  incredible*    One  time  a  large 

Siantity  of  fowls  and  ducks  being  bought  for  the  ship's  use, 
e  greatest  part  of  tliein  presently  died.  This  alarmed  the 
EM>ple  on  board  with  the  apprehensions  that  they  had  been 
lied  by  poison,  but,  on  examination,  it  appeared  that  it  was 
only  owing  to  their  being  crammed  with  stones  and  gravel 
to  increase  their  weight,  the  quantity  thus  forced  into  most 
of  the  ducks  being  found  to  amount  to  ten  ounces  in  each* 
The  hogs,  too,  which  were  bought  ready  killed  of  the  Chi- 
nese butchers,  had  water  injected  into^them  for  the  same 
purpose ;  so  that  a  carcass,  hung  up  all  night  for  the  water 
to  drain  from  it,  hath  lost  above  a  stone  of  its  weight ;  and 
when,  to  avoid  this  cheat,  the  hogs  were  bought  alive,  it 
was  found  that  the  Chinese  gave  them  salt  to  increase  their 
thirst,  and  having  by  this  me^ns  excited  them  to  drink  great 
quantities  of  water,  they  then  took  measures  to  prevent  then 
from  discharging  it  again  by  urine,  and  sold  the  tortured 
animal  in  this  inflated  state.    When  the  commodore  first 

Eut  to  sea  from  Macao,  they  practised  an  artifice  of  another 
ind ;  for  as  the  Chinese  never  object  to  the  eating  of  any 
food  that  dies  of  itself,  they  took  care,  hy  some  secret  prac- 
tices, that  great  part  of  his  live  sea-store  should  die  in  <i 
short  time  after  it  Was  put  on  board,  hoping  to  make  a  se- 
cond profit  of  the  dead  carcasses,  which  they  expected 
would  be  thrown  overboard  ;  and  two-third§  of  the  hogs 
dying  before  the  Centurion  was  out  of  sight  of  land,  many 
of  the  Chinese  boats  followed  her,  only  to  pick  up  the  car- 
rion. These  instances  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  man- 
ners of  this  celebrated  nation,  which  is  often  recommended 
to  the  rest  of  the  world  as  a  pattern  of  all  kinds  of  laudable 
qualities. 
The  commodore,  towards  the  end  of  September,  having 

found 
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fonnd  out  (as  has  been  said)  that  those  who  had  contnclBi 
to  supply  him  with  sea-provisions  and  ator^  had  deceifsd 
him,  and  that  the  viceroy  had  not  sent  to  bim  according  to 
bis  promise^  saw  it  would  be  impossible  for  bim  to  iv- 
mount  the  embarrassment  he  was  under^  without  going  hi» 
self  to  Canton  and  visiting  the  viceroy ;  andj  therefor^  oa 
the  27th  ol  September^  he  sent  a  message  to  the  mandnine 
who  attended  the  Centurion,  to  inform  faiai  that  hci  the 
commodore,  intended,  on  the  1st  of  October,  to  proceed  in 
bis  boat  to  Canton,  adding,  that  the  day  after  he  got  tbcie 
be  should  notify  his  arrival  to  the  viceroy,-  and  should  de 
sire  him  to  fix  a  time  for  his  audience ;  to  which  the  BHUh 
darine  returned  no  other  answer,  than  that  he  would  tc- 
quaint  the  viceroy  with  the  commodore's  intentions.  Lithe 
mean  time  all  things  were  prepared  for  this  expeditioa;  sod 
the  boat's  crew  in  particular,  which  Mr  Anson  proposed  to 
take  with  him,  were  cloathed  in  an  uniform  dress,  nsem- 
bling  that  of  the  watermen  on  the  Thames ;  they  were  io 
number  eighteen  and  a  coxswain ;  they  had  scarlet  jacketi 
and  blue  silk  waistcoats,  the  whole  trimmed  with  silver  bit- 
tons,  and  with  silver  badges  on  their  jackets  and  caps,  ii 
it  was  apprehended,  and  even  asserted,  that  the  paymeotof 
the  customary  duties  for  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  wooU 
be  demanded  by  the  regency  oF  Canton,  and  would  be  is- 
sisted  on  previous  to  the  granting  a  permission  for  vicUul- 
ling  the  ship  for  her  future  voyage,  the  commodore,  who 
was  resolved  never  to  establish  so  dishonourable  a  preo^ 
dent,  took  all  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the  Cbineie 
from  facilitating  the  success  of  their  unreasonable  preten- 
sions, by  having  him  in  their  power  at  Canton  ;  and,  then- 
fore,  for  the  security  of  his  ship,  and  the  great  treasure  od 
board  her,  he  appointed  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr  Brett,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Centurion  under  hiui,  giving  him  proper  in- 
structions for  his  conduct ;  directing  him,  particularly,  if  he, 
the  commodore,  should  be  detained  at  Canton  on  acconot 
of  the  duties  in  dispute,  to  take  out  the  men  from  the  Get* 
turion's  prize,  and  to  destroy  her ;  and  then  to  proceed  don 
the  river  through  the  Bocca  Tigris  with  the  Centurion aloo^ 
and  to  remain  without  that  entrance  till  he  received  further 
orders  from  Mr  Anson. 

These  necessary  steps  being  taken,  which  were  not  ta- 
known  to  the  Chinese,  it  should  seem  as  if  tlieir  deliben- 
tions  were  in  spmc  sort  embarrassed  thereby.    It  is  reaiofl- 

able 
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able  to  imagine,  that  they  were  in  general  very  desirous  of 
getting  the  daties  to  be  paid  them,  not  perhaps  solely  in 
consideration  of  tiie  amount  of  those  dues,  but  to  keep  up 
their  reputation  for  address  and  subtlety,  and  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  receding  from  claims  on  which  they  had  al- 
ready so  frequently  insisted :  However,  as  they  now  foresaw 
that  they  had  no  other  method  of  succeeding  than  by  vio- 
lence, and  that  even  against  this  the  commodore  was  pre- 
pared, they  were  at  last  disposed,  I  conceive,  to  let  the  af- 
fair drop,  rather  than  entangle  themselves  in  an  hostile 
measure,  which  they  found  would  only  expose  them  to  the 
risk  of  having  the  whole  navigation  of  their  port  destroyed, 
without  any  certain  prospect  of  gaining  their  favourite 
point. 

Hf»wever,  though  there  is  reason  to  imagine  that  these 
were  their  thoughts  at  that  time,  yet  they  could  not  depart 
at  once  from  the  evasive  conduct  to  which  they  had  h'tner 
to  adhered.  For  when  tiic  commodore,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  of  October,  was  preparing  to  set  out  for  Canton,  his 
linguist  came  to  him  from  the  mandarme,  who  attended  his 
ship,  to  tell  him  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
viceroy  of  Canton,  desiring  the  commodore  to  put  off  his 
going  thither  for  two  or  three  days:  But  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  another  linguist  came  on  board,  who,  with 
much  seeming  fright,  told  Mr  Anson  that  the  viceroy  had 
expected  bim  up  that  day^  that  the  counsel  was  assembled, 
aad  the  troops  bad  been  under  arms  to  receive  him ;  and 
that  the  viceroy  w^  highly  offended  at  the  disappointment, 
and  had  sent  the  commodore's  linguist  to  prison  chained^ 
supposing  that  the  whole  had  been  owing  to  the  linguist's 
negligence.  This  plausible  tale  gave  the  commodore  great 
concern,  and  made  him  apprehend  that  there  was  some 
treachery  designed  him,  wnich  he  could  not  yet  fathom; 
and  though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  whole  was  a  fic- 
tion, not  one  article  of  it  naving  the  least  foundation,  yet 
(for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves)  this  falsehood  was  so 
well  supported  by  the  artifices  of  the  Chinese  merchants  at 
CaDtop,  thatj  three  days  afterwards,  the  comoiodore  recei- 
ved a  letter,  signed  by  all  the  supercargoes  of  the  English 
ships  then  at  that  place,  expressing  their  great  uneasiness  at 
what  had  happened,  and  intimating  their  fears  that  some 
insolt  would  be  offered  to  his  boat,  if  he  came  thither  be- 
fore the  viceroy  was  fully  satisfied  about  the  mistake    To 

VOL.  XI.  Z  K  this 
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this  ktter  Mr  Angon  replied^  that  he  did  not  believe  <bM 
had  been  any  niislakej  but  was  persaadcd  it  was  a  feriBJf. 
of  the  Chinese  to  prevent  his  visiting  the  triceroy;  fli^ 
therefore^  he  woula  certainly  come  up  to  Canton  on  Ae 
IStb  of  October,  confident  that  the  Chinese  would  nddw 
to  oflcr  him  an  insult,  as  well  knowing  it  wonid  be  piope^ 
returned. 

On  Ihc  ISth  of  October,  the  commodore  contiatring  fin 
to  his  resolution,  all  the  snporrargocs  of  the  English^  Ikf 
nish,  and  Swedish  nhips,  came  on  board  the  CentorioDi  to 
accompany  him  to  Canton,  for  which  place  he  set  out  ffiUi 
barge  the  same  day,iitt(;nded  by  his  own  boats,  and  by  tboie 
of  ttie  trading  ships,  wbich^  on  this  occasion,  came  to  fom 
his  retinue;  and,  as  he  passed  by  Whampoa,  where  the 
European  vessels  lay,  he  was  saluted  by  all  of  them  bot  dtt 
French,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  safely  at  Cantoa. 

Sbction  XXXIL 

Proceedings  at  the  City  of  Canton,  and  the  Return  qfiktCat 

turion  to  England. 

When  the  commodore  arrived  at  Canton,  be  was  vifilcJ 
by  the  principal  Chinese  merchants,  who  affected  toappctf 
very  much  pleased  that  he  had  met  with  no  obatructjoD  ii 
getting  thither,  and  who  thence  pretended  to  conclude  thai 
the  viceroy  was  satisfied  about  the  former  mistake,  thereil- 
ity  of  which  they  still  insisted  on;  they  added,  that  asiooa 
a»  the  viceroy  should  be  informed  that  Mr  Anson  was  ^ 
Canton  (which  they  promised  should  be  done  tbe  next  non* 
ing,)  they  were  p(  rsuad'rd  a  day  would  be  immediately  ap- 

Ijoirited  for  the  visit,  which  was  the  principal  ■  business  tiut 
lad  brought  Uic  commodore  thither. 

The  next  day  the  merchants  returned  to  Bf  r  Ansoii,  aid 
told  him  that  the  viceroy  was  then  so  fully  employed  ii 
preparing^  his  dispatches  for  Pekin,  that  there  was  no  fcft* 
ting  admittance  to  him  for  some  days,  but  that  tfacy  W 
engaged  one  of  the  oflicers  of  his  court  to  give  them  is- 
formation  as  soon  as  he  should  be  atleisilre,  when  tbeypfl^ 
posed  to  notify  Mr  Ant^ou^n  arrival,  and  to  endeavour  to  is 
the  day  of  audience.  l*he  commorforc  was  by  this  time  tos 
well  acquainted  with  their  artifices  not  to  perceive  that  thisvtf 

a  falsehood ; 
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a  fidiehood ;  and  bsd  be  consuUed  oolv  hit  own  jadgmcn^ 
he  woold  bare  applied  directly  to  the  riceroy  by  other 
banda :  Bat  Ibe  Chinese  merchaofcs  had  so  far  prepossessed 
the  sapercargoes  of  oar  ships  with  chimerical  fears,  that 
they  were  extremely  apprehensive  of  being  embroiled  with 
the  gof  emment,  and  of  suffering  in  their  interest^  if  those 
measures  were  taken,  which  appeared  to  Mr  Anson  at  that 
time  to  be  the  most  prudential ;  and,  therefore,  lest  the 
maUce  and  double-dealing  of  the  Chinese  might  have  given 
rise  to  some  sinister  incident,  which  would  be  afterwards 
cfaai^d  on  him,  be  resolved  to  continue  passive  as  loo^  as 
it  sboqld  appear  that  he  lost  no  time  by  thus  suspending  his 
own  opinion*  With  this  view,  he  promised  not  to  take  any 
imdieaiate  step  for  getting  admittance  to  the  viceroy,  pro* 
yided  the  Chinese  with  whom  he  contracted  for  provisions 
would  let  him  see  that  his  bread  was  baked,  his  meat  salt** 
ed,  and  his  stores  prepared  with  the  utmost  dispatch  ;  but  if 
by  the  time  when  all  was  in  readiness  to  be  shipped  off 
(which  it  was  supposed  wonld  be  in  idmut  forty  daysj  the 
merchants  should  not  have  procured  the  viceroy's  permls- 
sioBf  then  the  commodore  proposed  to  apply  for  himself. 
These  were  the  terms  Mr  Anson  thought  proper  to  offer,  to 
<iaiet  the  uneasiness  of  the  supercargoes,  and,  notwithstand« 
log  the  apparent  equity  of  the  conditions,  many  difHcultiet 
and  objections  were  urged ;  nor  would  the  Chinese  agree  to 
them  till  the  commodore  had  consented  to  pay  for  every 
article  he  bespoke  before  it  was  put  in  hand.  However,  at 
last,  the  coatraet  being  past,  it  was  some  satisfaction  to  the 
commodore  to  be  certain  that  his  preparations  were  now 

going  oOp  and  being  himself  on  the  spot,  he  took  care  to 
asfcen  them  as  macii  as  possible. 

fiuriog  tbi^  Mterval,  in  which  the  stores  and  provisions 
Mnete  getting  ready^  the  merchants  continually  entertained 
Mr  Anspn  with  accounts  of  their  various  endeavours  to  get 
a  lieease  from  the  viceroy,  aad  their  frequent  disappointr 
nsenlai  which  to  bim  was  now  a  matter  of  amusement,  as  he 
was  fiiilly  satisfied  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  any 
thing  tfaiey  said*  But  when  all  was  completed,  and  wanted 
ooiy  la  be  ahipped,  which  was  about  the  24th  of  November, 
at  which  time  too  the  N.E*  monsoon  was  set  in^^  he  then  re- 
solved to  apply  himself  to  the  viceroy  to  demand  an  audi- 
aooe,  as  he  was  perwaded  that,  without  this  ceremony,  the 
paocariag  a  permission  to  send  bb  stores  on  board  would 

7  meet 
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meet  with  ereat  difBctilty*  On  the  Mth  of  NoTamberi 
therefore,  Mr  Anson  sent  one  of  his  officers  to  the  mand^ 
rine,  who  commanded  the  guard  of  the  principal  gate  of 
the  city  of  Canton,  with  a  letter  directed  to  the  Ticeraf. 
When  this  letter  was  delivered  to  the  mandarine,  he  recn' 
ved  the  officer  who  brought  it  very  civilly,  and  took  dotni 
the  contents  of  it  in  Chinese,  and  promised  that  thence- 
roy  should  be  immediately  acquainted  with  it;  bnt  told  the 
omcer  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  wait  for  an  ansWi 
because  a  message  would  be  sent  to  the  commodore  hinuelf. 

On  this  occasion  Mr  Anson  had  been  under  great  diiBcil- 
ties  about  a  proper  interpreter  to  send  with  his  officer,  aibe 
was  well  aware  that  none  of  the  Chinese,  usually  emp\oj9i 
as  linguists,  could  be  relied  on  :  But  he  at  last  prevailed  wiA 
Mr  Flint,  an  English  gentleman  belonging  to  the  faotorji 
who  spoke  Chinese  perfectly  well,  to  accompany  his  officer. 
This  person,  who  upon  this  occasion  and  many  others  wai 
of  singular  service  to  the  commodore,  had  been  left  at  Can- 
ton when  a  youths  by  the  lat»  Captain  Rigby.  The  leaving 
him  there  to  learn  the  Chinese  language  was  a  step  taken 
by  that  captain,  merely  from  his  own  persuasion  of  the  great 
advantages  which  the  East-India  company  might  one  day 
receive  from  an  English  interpreter ;  and  though  the  utilitj 
oF  this  measure  has  greatly  exceeded  all  that  was  expected 
from  it,  yet  1  have  not  heard  that  it  has  been  to  this  day 
imitated  :  But  we  imprudently  choose  (except  in  this  single 
instance)  to  carry  on  the  vast  transactions  of  the  port  of 
(.*anton,  cither  by  the  ridiculous  jargon  of  broken  Engliflh, 
which  some  few  of  the  Chinese  have  learnt,  or  by  the  ins- 
pected interpretation  of  the  linguists  of  other  nations.' 

Two  days  after  the  sending  the  above-mentioned  letterit 
fire  broke  out  in  the  suburbs  of  Canton.  On  the  first  alimii 
Mr  Anson  went  thither  with  his  officers,  and  his  boat's 
crcH,  to  assist  the  Chinese.  When  he  came  there,  hefbond 
that  it  had  begun  in  a  sailor's  shed,  and  that  by  tlie  slight* 
ness  of  the  buildings,  and  the  awkwardness  of  the  Cbineie, 
it  was  getting  head  apace  :  But  he  perceived,  that  by  poll- 
ing down  some  of  the  adjacent  sheds  it  might  easily  beei- 
tinguished  ;  and  particularly  observing  that  it  was  niODing 

ahittg 

'  The  practice  rccomnicndedy  it  is  nlmost  nnnecessary  to  remark,  hi 
been  adopted  since  our  author's  time,  but  certainly  not  to  tiie  "^"^  "^ 
probable  advantages  of  it  would  suggcst.-^D* 
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along  a  wooden  cornish^  which  would  soon  communicate  it 
to  a  great  distance,  he  ordered  his  people  to  begin  wi.th 
tearing  away  that  cornish;  this,  was  presently  attempted, 
and  would  have  been  soon  executed ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, he  was  told,  that,  as  there  was  no  mandarine  there 
to  direct  what  was  lo  be  done,  the  Chinese  \vould  make 
him,  the  commodore,  answerable  for  whatever  should  be 
pulled  down  by  his  orders*     On  this  his  people  desisted ; 
and  he  sent  them  to  the  English  factory,  to  assist  in  secu- 
ring the  company's  treasure  and  effiscts,  as  it  was  easy  to 
foresee  that  no  distance  was  a  protection  against  the  rage 
of  such  a  fire,  where  so  little  was  done  to  put  a  stop  to  it ; 
for  all  this  time  the  Chinese  contented  themselves  with  view* 
ing  it,  and  now  and  then  holding  one  of  their  idols  near  it, 
which  they  seemed  to  expect  should  check  its  progress : 
However,  at  last,  a  mandarine  came  out  of  the  city,  attend- 
ed by  four  or  five  hundred  firemen !  These  made  some  fee- 
ble efforts  to  pull  down  the  neighbouring  houses ;  but  by 
this  time  the  fire  had  greatly  extended  itself,  and  was  got 
amongst  the  merchants'  warehouses ;  and  the  Chinese  fire- 
men, wanting  both  skill  and  spirit,  were  incapable  of  chock- 
ing its  violence ;  so  that  its  fury  increased  upon  them,  and 
it  was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be  destroyed.    In  this 
genera]  confusion  the  viceroy  himself  came  thither,  and  the 
commodore  was  sent  to,  and  was  entreated  to  afford  his  as- 
sistance, being  told  that  he  might  take  any  measures  he 
should  ttiink  most  prudent  in  the  present  emergency.   And 
now  he  went  thither  a  second  Ume,  carrying  with  him  about 
forty  of  his  people ;  who,  upon  this  occasion,  exerted  them- 
selves in  such  a  manner,  as  in  that  country  was  altogether 
without  example :  For  they  were  rather  animated  than  de- 
terred by  the  flames  and  falling  buildings,  amongst  which 
they  wrought;  so  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  the  most 
forward  of  them  tumble  to  the  ground  on  the  roofs,  and 
amidst  the  ruins  of  houses,  which  their  own  efforts  brought 
down  with  them.    By  their  boldness  and  activity  the  fire 
was  soon  extinguished,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Chinese ; 
and  the  building  being  all  on  one  floor,  and  the  materials 
alight,  the  seamen,  notwithstanding  their  daring  behaviour, 
happily  escaped  with  no  other  injuries,  than  some  considei- 
able  bruises* 

It  The  fire,  though  at  last  thus  luckily  extinguished,  did 
great  mischief  during  the  time  it  contmued ;  lor  W,  consu- 
med 
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ihed  aQ  hundred  ihopt  and  eleven  streets  fiiU  of  mmrAouMi, 
80  that  the  damage  amounted  to  an  immense  sum  ;  and  one 
of  the  Chinese  merchants^  well  known  to  the  English,  whose 
name  was  Succoy,  was  supposed^  for  his  own  share,  to  liave 
lost  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  it  ngcd 
indeed  with  unusual  violencej  for  in  many  of  the  warehoaseii 
there  were  large  quantities  of  camphor,  which  greatly. add- 
!ed  to  its  fury,  and  produced  a  column  of  ezeeediiiff  white 
Borne,  which  shot  up  into  the  air  to  such  a  prodigious'heigkii 
•that  it  was  plainly  seen  on  board  the  Centorioff^  thcMighsbe 
was  thirty  miies  distant. 

Whilst  the  commodore  and  bis  people  were  labouring  at 
the  fire,  and  the  terror  of  its  becoming  general  still  -posssis- 
ed  the  whole  city,  several  of  the  most  considerable  Chinese 
merchants  came  to  Mr  Anson^  to  desire  that  ,he  would  let 
«ach  of  them  have  one  of  his  soldiers  (for  su<^  theystykd 
his  boat's  crew  from  the  uniformity  of  their  dress)  toguaid 
their  warehouses  and  dwelling-houses,  whieh,  from  the 
known  dishonesty  of  the  populace,  they  feared  would  be 
•pillaged  in  the  tumult.  Mr  Anson  granted  them  this  re- 
<)nest ;  and  all  the  men  that  he  thus  furnished  to  the  Chinese 
behaved  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  employers,  who 
afteiwards  highly  applauded  their  great  diligence  and  fide- 
lity. 

By  this  means,  the  resolution  of  the  English  at  the  6fe, 
and  their  trustiness  and  punctuality  elsewhere,  was  the  ge- 
neral subject  of  conversation  amongst  the  Chinese  :  And, 
the  next  morning,  many  of  the  principal  inliabitants  waited 
on  the  commodore  to  thank  him  for  his  assistance ;  frank- 
ly owning  to  him,  tiiat  they  could  never  have  extinguished 
the  fire  of  themselves,  and  that  he  had  saved  their  city  from 
being  totally  consumed.  And  soon  after  a  message  came  to 
the  commodore  from  the  viceroy,  appointing  the  dOth  of 
November  for  his  audience ;  which  sudden  resolution  of  the 
viceroy,  in  a  matler  that  had  been  so  long  agitated  in  vain, 
was  also  owing  to  the  signal  services  performed  by  Mt  A»- 
son  and  his  people  at  the  fire,  of  which  the  viceroy  himsdf 
had  been  in  some  measure  an  eye-witness. 

The  fixing  this  business  of  the  audience,  was,  on  all  ao* 
counts,  a  circumstance  which  Mr  Anson  was  much  pleaiad 
with  ;  as  he  was  satisfied  that  the  Chinese 'govemtmcotwwJd 
not  have  determined  this  point,  without  havins  i^ftieed 
among  themselves  to  give  up  their  pretensions  to  thdmrtM 

they 
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Ibcj  elauBed»  and  io  gnal  bin  dl  he  ooald  JCAMoablj  aiL^ 
for  as  thcj  wcO  knew  the  ooauaodofc'i  tcaliiDciiU»  ii  vovld 
have  beca  a  piece  of  impradeoce.  not  coasUlcni  wUh  the 
rafiaed  caooing  of  die  Chinrtc*  io  have  admitted  hin  to  an 
audience,  oolr  to  have  coatesicd  with  him.  Aad  therrAifrp 
being  hiBMelf  peifcctij  eatj  about  the  xe«uli  of  bu  viiit,  he 
aude  all  nrrcMiry  piepanitiuos  againil  the  daj.   Mr  FUnl, 
vboni  be  engajced  to  act  at  interpreter  in  tbc  confefcnor. 
aoqnitted  bsuiself  much  to  the  couunodonr'*  talisfaction ; 
repeating  with  great  boldoem,  and  doobtletft  wilii  exactnetf , 
all  that  was  given  in  charge,  a  part  which  no  Chineie  Un- 
guiat  would  ever  have  oerformed  with  any  tolerable  fidelity. 
At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  day  appointed,  a 
Biandarine  came  to  tlie  commudore»  to  let  him  know  that 
the  vioeroy  was  ready  to  receive  him ;  on  which  the  com- 
modore and  his  retinue  immediately  set  out :  And  as  soon 
as  he  entered  tlie  outer  gate  of  the  city^  lie  found  a  guani 
of  two  hundred  soldiers  drawn  up  ready  to  attend  liim ; 
these  conducted  him  to  the  great  puraJc  before  the  empe- 
ror's pahKC,  where  tlie  viceroy  llien  renided.    In  this  pa- 
rade, a  body  of  troo|H,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand,  were 
drawn  up  uudcr  arms,  and  made  a  very  fine  appearance,  be- 
ing all  of  them  new  clotlicd  for  this  ceremony :  And  Mr 
Anson  and  his  retinue  having  passed  through  tiic  middle  of 
them,  he  was  then  conducted  to  the  great  ball  of  audience, 
whive  he  found  the  viceroy  seated  under  a  rich  canopy  in 
the  emperor's  chair  of  state,  with  all  his  couucil  of  manda- 
rines attending :  Here  tliere  was  a  vacant  seat  prepared  for 
the  couunodore,  in  which  lie  was  placed  on  liis  arrival :  He 
was  ranked  tlic  tliird  in  oriler  from  the  \icerov,  there  bein;; 
above  him  only  the  Inad  uH'  llie  law,  and  of  the  treasury, 
who  in  the  Cbincte  goveiumout  tiikc  place  of  all  military 
officers.     When  the  commodore  was  sicated,  he  addressed 
himself  to  the  viceroy  by  his  interureter,  and  began  with  re- 
citing the  various  metliods  he  Ima  formerly  iakrn  to  get  an 
audience;  adding,  Uiat  he  imputed  the  delays  he  had  met 
with  to  the  insincerity  of  those  he  had  employed,  and  that 
he  had  therefore  no  other  mean*  left,  than  to  send,  as  In- 
tmd  done,  his  own  officer  with  a  letter  to  Uie  gate.   On  tin* 
Mgation  of  this  the  viceroy  btopped  the  iniei  prelcr,  and  bid 
llMi  amure  Mr  Anbon,  that  the  first  kuowledui  they  liad  ol 
,l)m  W^g  ftt  Canton,  i»a^  from  tiiat  letti-r.     Air  Aii%ofi  then 
jHfiMlcdj  and  told  hiut,  that  the  subjects  "1  the  ki'*';  of 
.It..'  -^cui 
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Great  Britain  trading  to  China  had  complained  to  him^  the 
cbmtnodore,  of  the  vexatiotit  impositions  hoth  of  the  mer- 
chants and  inferior  custom-house  oflBcers^  to  which  they 
were  frequently  necessitated  to  submit,  by  reason  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  access  to  the  mandannes,  who  alone 
could  grant  them  redress :  That  it  was  his^  Mr  Anson's^  da- 
tv,  as  an  officer  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  lay  before 
the  viceroy  these  grievances  of  the  British  subjects^  which 
he  hoped  the  vioeroy  would  take  into  consideration,  and 
would  give  orders,  that  for  the  future  there  should  be  no 
just  reason  for  complaint.     Here  Mr  Anson  paused,  and 
waited  some  time  in  expectation  of  an  answer ;  bntnotbing 
being  said,  he  asked  his  interpreter  if  he  was  certain  the 
viceroy  understood  what  he  had  urged  ;  the  interpreter  told 
him,  he  was  certain  it  was  understood,  but  he  believed  oo 
reply  would  be  made  to  it.     Mr  Anson  then  represented  to 
the  viceroy  the  case  of  the  ship  Haslingiield,  which,  having 
be^n  dismasted  on  the  coast  of  China,  had  arrived  in  the 
river  of  Canton  but  a  few  days  before.  The  people  on  board 
this  vessel  had  been  great  sufferers  by  the  fire ;  the  captain 
in  particular  had  all  nis  goods  burnt,  and  had  lost  besides, 
in  the  confusion,  a  chest  of  treasure  of  four  thousand  five 
hundred  tahel,  which  was  supposed  to  be  stolen  by  the  Chi- 
nese boat-men.     Mr  Anson  therefore  deshed  that  the  cap- 
lain  might  have  the  assistance  of  the  government,  as  it  was 
apprehended  the  money  could  never  be  recovered  withoot 
the  interposition  of  the  mandarines.     And  to  this  request 
the  viceroy  made  answer,  that  in  settling  the  emperor's  cus- 
toms for  that  ship,  some  abatement  should  be  made  in  con- 
sideration of  her  losses. 

And  now  the  commodore  having  dispatched  the  business 
wiXh  which  the  officers  of  the  East-Inaia  company  had  en- 
trusted him,  he  entered  on  his  own  affairs;  acquainting  the 
viceroy,  that  the  proper  season  was  now  set  in  for  returning 
to  Europe,  and  that  he  waited  only  for  a  licence  to  ship  off 
his  provisions  and  stores,  which  were  all  ready ;  and  that  as 
soon  as  this  should  be  granted  him,  and  he  should  have  ffot- 
ten  his  necessaries  on  board,  he  intended  to  leave  the  iiiter 
of  Canton^  and  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  for  EngbiiL 
7'hc  viceroy  replied  to  this,  that  the  licence  should  btf^Hyj 
mediately  issued,  and  that  evcr^f' '' "  -^t/^Mld  ii*^  ^ 
on  board  the  follow^ 
had  nothing  farlh< 
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conversation  for  tome  time,  acknowledging  in  very  civil 
terms  how  much  the  Chinese  were  obliged  to  him  tor  his 
signal  services  at  the  fire^  and  owning  that  he  had  saved  the 
city  from  being  destroyed  :  And  then  observing  that  the 
Centurion  had  been  a  good  while  on  their  coast,  he  dosed 
his  discourse^  by  wishing  the  commodore  a  good  voyage  to 
Europe.  After  which,  ttie  commodore,  thanking  him  for 
his  civility  and  assistance,  took. his  leave* 

As  soon  as  the  commodore  was  out  of  the  hall  of  audi- 
ence, he  was  much  pressed  to  go  into  a  neighl>ouring  apart- 
ment, where  there  was  an  entertainment  provided;  but  find- 
ing, on  enquiry,  that  the  viceroy  himself  was  not  to  l>e  pre- 
sent, he  declined  the  invitation,  and  departed,  attended  in 
the  same  manner  as  at  his  arrival ;  only  at  his  leaving  the 
city  he  was  saluted  by  three  guns,  which  are  as  many  as  in 
that  country  are  ever  fired  on  any  ceremony.  1*hu8  the 
commodore,  to  his  great  joy,  at  last  finished  this  trouble- 
some affair,  which,  for  the  preceding  four  months,  had  given 
him  great  disquietude.  Indeed  he  was  highly  pleased  with 
procuring  a  licence  for  the  shipping  of  his  stores  and  provi- 
sions ;  for  thereby  he  was  enabled  to  return  to  Great  Britain 
with  the  first  of  the  monsoon,  and  to  prevent  all  intelligence 
of  his  being  expected  :  But  this,  though  a  very  important 
point,  was  not  the  circumstance  which  gave  him  the  great- 
est satisfaction ;  for  he  was  more  particularly  attentive  to 
the  authentic  precedent  established  on  this  occasion,  by 
which  his  majesty's  ships  of  war  are  for  the  future  exempt- 
ed from  all  demands  of  duty  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Chma. 

In  pursuance  of  the  promises  of  the  viceroy,  the  provi- 
sions were  begun  to  be  sent  on  board  the  day  after  the  au« 
dience ;  and,  four  days  after,  the  commodorie  embarked  at 
Canton  for  the  Centurion ;  and  on  the  7th  of  December^ 
the  Centurion  and  her  prize  unmoored,  and  stood  down  the 
river,  passing  through  the  Bocca  Tigris  on  the  10th.  And 
on  ttiis  occasion  I  must  observe,  that  the  Chinese  bad  taken 
care  to  man  the  two  forts,  on  each  side  of  tiiat  passage,  with 
as  many  men  as  they  could  well  contain,  the  greatest  part 
of  them  armed  with  pikes  and  match-lock  musquets.  These 
garrisons  affected  to  sliew  themselves  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  ships,  and  were  doubtless  intended  to  induce  Mr  Anson 
to  think  more  reverently  than  he  had  hitherto  done  of  the 
Chinese  military  power :  For  this  purpose  they  were  equip- 
ped with  much  parade,  having  a  great  number  of  colours 

exposed 
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exposed  to  Hew ;  aod  on  the  castle  ia  particular  there  were 
laid  conBiderable  heaps  of  large  stones ;  and  a  soldier  of  uo- 
vsual  size,  dressed  in  very  sightly  armoar^  stalked  aboat  oa 
the  parapet  with  a  battle-axe  in  his  haod^  endeavouring  to 
put  on  as  important  and  martial  an  air  as  possible^  though 
some  of  the  obserirers  on  board  the  Centunon  shrewdly  spi- 
pected,  i'rom  the  appearance  of  his  armour^  that  iostead  of 
steely  it  was  composed  oniy  of  a  particular  kind  of  glitt(W- 
ingpaper. 

Tne  Centurion  and  her  prize  bebg  now  without  the  rim 
of  Canton,  and  consequently  upon  the  point  of  leaving  the 
Chinese  jurisdiction^  1  beg  leave,  before  I  quit  all  mentioa 
of  the  Chinese  affairs,  to  subjoin  a  few  remadcs  on  the  dis- 
position and  genius  of  that  extraordinary  people.  And 
though  it  may  be  supposed,  that  observations  made  at  Can- 
ton oniy,  a  place  situated  in  the  comer  of  the  empire^  are 
very  imperfect  materials  on  which  to  found  any  ^general 
conclusions,  yet  as  those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  eza- 
mining  the  inner  parts  of  the  country,  have  been  evidently 
influenced  by  very  ridiculous  prepossessions, and  as  the  trans- 
actions of  Mr  Anson  with  the  regency  of  Canton  were  of  an 
uncommon  nature,  in  which  many  circumstances  occurred, 
different  perhaps  from  any  which  have  happened  before,  I 
hope  the  following  reflections,  many  of  tuem  drawn  from 
tiiese  incidents,  will  not  be  altogether  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

That  the  Chinese  are  a  very  ingenious  and  industrious 
people,  is  sufficiently  evinced,  iVoai  the  great  number  of  cu- 
rious manufactures  which  are  established  amongst  tlieiSi 
and  which  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  the  most  distant  na- 
tions ;  but  though  skill  in  the  handicraft  arts  seems  to  be 
the  most  important  qualification  of  this  people,  yet  their  ta- 
lents therein  are  but  of  a  second-rate  kind ;  for  they  are 
much  out-done  by  the  Japanese  in  those  manufactures, 
which  are  common  to  both  countries ;  and  they  are  in  nu- 
merous instances  incapable  ot:  rivalling  the  mechanic  dex- 
terity of  the  Europeans.  Indeed,  their  principal  excellency 
•eems  to  be  iniiiatioii ;  and  they  accordingly  labour  under 
that  poverty  of  genius,  which  constantly  attends  all  servile 
imitators.  This  is  most  conspicuous  in  works  which  require 
great  truth  and  accuracy ;  as  in  clocks,  watches,  fire-anniy 
&c.  for  in  all  these,  though  they  can  copy  the  diffexe«t 
parts,  and  can  form  some  resemblance  of  the  wbole^  yet 

they 


they  Mver  tadd  arrive  at  sach  a  juHacai  in  ibcir  fabric,  as 
'vaa  m  i  nasi  j  Co  produce  the  desired  cCseL  And  if  we  pi 
fwom  tlmr  oiaoafaclarce  la  aititu  of  a  Mipehor  claa^ 
poiolen,  etalaarieiy  fcc^  ia  ibeie  oiattcri  laey  sreBi  to  ka 
atill  MOio  dcfecute,  their  paiateiB,  iboogh  very  miaivtoi 
aad  »  gnal  eileeai,  laidy  Mccecdiag  in  the  dnMriag  or 
coloorim[  of  iNunan  fifKoree,  or  ia  the  grouping  of  large 
ooinpeiittoas ;  aod  Uioogh  in  dowers  aad  birds  iheir  per- 
fonaances  are  much  oioie  admirpd,  yet  even  in  these,  sasae 
-paitot  the  aserit  is  rather  Co  be  imputed  to  the  nativo  bright 
■em  and  excellency  of  the  colours,  than  to  the  skill  of  the 
■painter ;  since  it  is  very  anusual  la  see  the  light  and  shade 
jnstly  aad  natarally  handled,  or  to  find  that  ease  and  grace 
in  the  drawing,  which  are  to  be  net  with  in  the  works  of 
£nrapean  artists.  In  short,  there  is  a  stiflnem  and  minute* 
jiasain  most  of  the  Chinese  productions,  which  are  extreme 
ly  displrmiag  :  And  it  may  perhaps  bt  asseitcd  with  great 
4fWtli,  that  these  defects  in  their  arts  are  entirely  owing  to 
the  peouliar  turn  of  the  people,  aaoagst  whom  nothing 
^reoi  or  spirited  is  to  be  met  with. 

If  me  nast  examine  the  Chinese  liteialore,  (taking  our 
from  the  wrileiv,  who  have  endeavoured  io  lepea- 
It  it  in  the  most  favoamUe  bght)  we  shall  find,  that  on 
this  head  their  obstinacy  and  absuidity  are  most  wonderful : 
I'or  though,  for  many  ages,  they  Imve  been  surrounded  by 
siMioos,  Io  whom  the  use  of  letters  was  familiar,  yet  they, 
the  Chiacse  alone,  have  hitherto  aeglocted  to  avail  thens* 
oehes  of  that  almost  divine  invention,  and  have  continued 
4o  adheic  to  the  rade  aad  inartificial  method  of  gepiestnl 
log  woide  by  arbitimry  marks ;  a  method,  which 
ly  rendem  the  number  of  their  charaders  too  great  for 
■Mo  memory  lo  manage,  makes  writing  to  be  an  art  that 
loquifws  prodigious  application,  and  in  which  no  mnn  omi 
he  otherwise  than  paitaally  skiUcd ;  whikt  all  readmg,  and 

of  what  is  written,  is  attended  with  infinite 
confusion ;  for  the  connectioo  between  Uiesi: 
Uisrfcs,  and  the  words  they  represent,  cannot  be  reuined  in 
'  I,  b«t  must  be  delivered  down  from  age  to  age  by  oral 
ion  :  And  liow  uiicertain  thi»  must  prove  in  such  a 
iplicated  subject,  i«  sudicieotiv  obvious  to  tliose  wliu 
attended  to  the  variation  which  ail  verl>al  reialiouH 
»,  when  they  are  tfaasmittod  tlircNif;li  three  or  fbar 
only.    Hence  it  is  easy  to  conclude^  that  the  huUiry 
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and  inveDtions  of  past  ages^  recorded  by  these  perplexed 
symbols^  must  frequeDtly  prove  unintelligible ;  and  conse- 
quently the  learning  and  boasted  antiquity  of  the  natum 
must^  in  numerous  instances,  be  extremely  problematical 
But  we  are  told  by  some  of  the  missionaries^  that  tbovgh 
the  skill  of  the  Chinese  in  science  is  indeed  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Europeans^  yet  the  morality  and  justice  tangbt 
and  practised  by  them  are  most  exemplary.  -  And  from  the 
description  given  by  some  of  these  good  fathers,  one  sboekl 
be  induced  to  believe  that  the  whole  empire  was  a  well-go- 
vemed  affectionate  family,  where  the  only  contests  were, 
who  should  exert  the  most  humanity  and  beneficence :  Bnt 
our  preceding  relation  of  the  behaviour  of  the  niagistraCtt^ 
merchants,  and  tradesmen  at  Canton,  sufficiently  refutei 
these  Jesuitical  fictions.  And  as  to  their  theories  of  mola- 
lity, if  we  may  judge  from  the  specimens  exhibited  in  tbe 
works  of  tbe  missionaries,  we  shall  find  them  solely  en^ 
ployed  in  recommending  ridiculous  attachments  to  certaia 
immaterial  points,  instead  of  discussing  the  proper  criteriim 
of  human  actions,  and  regulating  the  general  conduct  of 
mankind  to  one  another  on  reasonable  and  equitable  prin- 
ciples. Indeed,  the  only  pretension  of  the  Chinese  to  a 
more  refined  morality  than  their  neighbours  is  founded,  not 
on  their  integrity  or  beneficence,  but  solely  on  the  afifected 
evenness  of  their  demeanour,  and  their  constant  attention 
to  suppress  all  symptoms  of  passion  and  violence.  But  it 
must  be  considered,  that  hjrpocrisy  and  fraud  are  often  not 
less  mischievous  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  than 
impetuosity  and  vehemence  of  temper,  since  these,  though 
usually  liable  to  the  imputation  of  imprudence,  do  not  ex- 
clude sincerity,  benevolence,  resolution,  nor  many  other 
laudable  qualities.  And  perhaps  if  this  matter  were  exami- 
ned to  the  bottom,  it  would  appear  that  the  calm  and  pati- 
ent turn  of  the  Chinese,  on  which  they  so  much  valoe 
themselves,  and  which  distinguishes  the  nation  from  all 
others,  is  in  reality  the  source  of  the  most  exceptionable 
part  of  their  character;  for  it  has  been  often  observed  by 
those  who  have  attended  to  the  nature  of  mankind,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  curb  the  more  robust  and  violent  passions, 
without  augmenting  at  the  same  time  the  force  of  the  aelf- 
ish  ones:  So  that  the  timidity,  dissimulation,  and  disho* 
nesty  of  the  Chinese,  may,  iu  some  sort,  be  owing  to  the 
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compoMirv  and  rxirrtia!  dcccncT  «o  iifiiv«-r«a!l  v  i^rrTailin;; 
ia  that  empire. 

HiiM  moch   t'nr  the  '^rner.il  ilikpiHition  t*f  the  |iri»plr  : 
Bol  I  ranool  di*iui»^  thi%  ^ubiect  viihout  utltitn;:   .i   few 
vordi  about  the  (^hinefte  government,  thai  tfio  luiViDss  bmi 
the  Hibjecl  of  bt>unH!e»ft  fiancgyne.     And  oo  th.t  ln-ad  I 
naat  ohien'e,  thai  the  t'avourahie  aoix>tini»  oltcn  z^^ru  «^r 
their  prudent  reculatwuis  for  the  adoimi-ti ation  nt  ihnr  do- 
itjc  aflairt,  are  «uflic-u  ntiv  ronfuteti  b%  their  iran»ar*iioo« 
ritb  Mr  Anion  :  For  «e  have  Men  thai  th<  tr  mai'.vtiatr^ 
corrupt,  tftM'ir  people  thie%i«h.  and  their  triMina!*  ctAUy 
and  venal.     Nor  is  tlH*  contlitufion  of  the  rw]*rr,  i»r  the 
general  ordere  of  the  itate,  }r%«  liable  to  •  \< « tiiH»n  :  ^inee 
that  form  ol  governinent,  vihich  dcjt%  mit  in  xUv  br%(  plai^ 
provide  for  the  security  of  the  puMir  asaiiut  th^  rnfrrpritct 
of  foreign  powerf,  it  certainly  n  niu%t  deliriivt-  lo^iiiution : 
And  yet  this  populous,  thit  rich,  and  i  xleiitive  ctHintr}-,  to 
pomfiooklj  cvlebraled  for  its  refined  wi^vlom  and  pohry,  wai 
conquered  about  an  nt:e  »inee  by  an  handful  of  Tartars  \  and 
eTen  now,  by  the  cowardice  uf  thr  inhjthitantt,  and  the 
want  of  proper  mihtary  regulation^  il  k  ntiniir*  i*x|ic»«ed  not 
only  to  the  alteiiiplii  of  any  |Hitenl  »tat€ ,  but  to  the  ravagcc 
of  every  petty  invader.     I  have  already  ok»«er%t*d,  on  cnrea- 
•ioD  of  the  commodortM  di«puti-«  with  the  (*htneM%  thai 
the  Centurion  alone  wa4  an  overmatch  fur  all  the  ii.ival 
power  of  that  empire  :  Thift  |N*rlinp»  niuy  a|i|M*ar  an  extra- 
ordinary position  ;    hut  to   render  li  unc|ui-ftlionable,  nm- 
may  reler  to  vesad*  made  uftv  of  hy  the  Cliine«4f.*    'Ilw* 
fint  of  iheftc  it  a  junk  of  about  a  liundred  and  twenty  lon« 
borden.  and  was  uhal  tiic  (Vtiturion  hove  down  hv  ;  these 
arc  most  used  in  the  iireat  iiver^,  thouish  tliry  •«imetimet 
serve  for  small  eoantin^  voyages :  Tlie  other  junk  is  alMiut 
two  hundred  and  eiichtv  tons  burden,  an<l  i%  of  the  sami* 
form  with  those  in  which  Ihey  trade  lu  <''«»ehiiiehina,  Ma* 
nilia,  Batavia,  and  Jafian,  tliongh  some  of  their  irudinc  ves- 
sels are  of  a  much  Isirger  ni/e;  il«  hi-ad  is  p«rt4Ctly   Hut  , 
and  when  the  vessel  is  deep  laden,  the  MTund  or  third 
plank  of  this  flat  surface  is  ofl-tirrie«i  under  viati  r.     Tlnr 
inasts,  ^aiiti,  and  riifuiiii;  of  the*4r  vcmm-Is  nrr  luder  than 
their  built ;  for  their  masts  arc  made  fif  tre*-^,  no  otheiwiM- 
ilashioned  than  hy   bulking  them,  and   h'pping  off*  their 
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branches.  Each  mast  has  only  two  shrooda  made  of  tirifU 
ed  rattan^  which  are  often  both  shifted  to  the  weather-side; 
and  the  halyard^  when  the  yard  is  up^  serves  instead  of  a 
third  shroud.  The  sails  are  made  of  mat^  streofftbeMil 
every  three  feet  by  an  horizontal  rib  of  bamboo ;  they  rmi 
upon  the  mast  with  hoops,  and  when  they  are  lowered 
down^  they  fold  upon  the  deck.  These  merchantmen  cw- 
ry  no  cannon ;  and  it  appears^  from  this  whole  desciiptioii^ 
that  they  are  utterly  incapable  of  resisting  any  Eun^eaa 
armed  vessel.  Nor  is  the  state  provided  with  ship»  of  col^ 
siderable  force^  or  of  a  better  fabric,  to  protect  theoi :  Soi 
at  Canton^  where  donbtless  their  principal  naval  power  is 
stationed,  we  saw  no  more  than  four  men  of  war  junks,  W 
about  three  hundred  tons  burden,  being  of  the  make  alrea* 
dy  described,  and  mounted  only  with  eight  or  ten  guQS,tiM 
largest  of  which  does  not  exceed  a  four-sunder.  This 
may  suffice  to  give  an  idea  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the 
Chinese  empire.  But  it  is^time  to  return  to  the  eommo* 
dorcj  whom  I  left  with  his  two  ships  wiUK>nt  the  BoccaTi* 

Sis  ;  and  who,  on  the  ISth  of  December,  anchored  before 
e  town  of  Macao.     ' 

Whilst  the  ships  lay  here,  the  merchants  of  Ma(»o  fh 
nished  their  agreement  for  the  galleon,  fcMr  which  they  bad 
offered  6000  dollars;  this  was  much  short  of  her  value,  but 
the  impatience  of  the  commodore  to  get  to  sea,  to  which 
the  merchants  were  no  strangers,  prompted  them  to  insist 
on  so  unequal  a  bargain.  Mr  Anson  had  learnt  enough 
from  the  English  at  Canton,  to  conjecture  that  the  war  be- 
twixt Great  Britain  and  Spain  was  still  continued ;  and  tbtt 
probably  the  French  might  engage  in  the  assistance  of 
Spain,  before  he  could  arrive  in  Great  Britain;  and  there- 
fore knowing,  that  no  intelligence  could  get  to  Europe  of 
the  prize  he  had  taken,  and  the  treasure  he  had  on  board, 
till  Ine  return  of  the  merchantmen  from  Canton,  he  was  re» 
solved  to  make  all  possible  expedition  in  getting  back,  that 
he  might  be  himself  the  first  messenger  of  his  own  good 
fortnne,  and  might  thereby  prevent  tlie  enemy  from  fom* 
ing  any  projects  to  intercept  him :  For  these  reasons,  hc^ 
to  avoid  all  delay,  accepted  of  the  sum  offered  for  the  gair 
leon;  and  she  being  delivered  to  the  merchants  the  15tbif 
December,  1743,  the  Centurion  the  same  day  tot  wte^ 
sail,  on  her  return  to  England.  And  on  the  3d  oiJantagj^^' 
she  came  to  an  anchor  at  Prince's  Island,  in  the  stiulatf^'^'' 
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Sandaj  aad  cbatmned  there  wooding  and  irakering  till  the 
8th/lrheti  she  wdgfaed  and  stood  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
HoM^  wheiej  on  the  eleventh  of  March  she  anchored  ia 
TaUe-Bay. 

Here  the  commodore  continued  till  the  beginnmg  of 
Aprils  highly  delighted  with  the  placei  which^  by  its  eztrsf 
oixlinary  accommodations^  the  healthiness  of  its  airland  the 
picturesque  appearance  of  the  coontry,  all  enlivened  by  the 
addition  of  a  civilized  colony^  was  not  disgraced  in  an  ima- 

S'nary  c<Hnparison  with  the  vallies  of  Juan  Fernandez^  and 
e  lawns  of  Tinian.  During  his  stay  he  entered  about 
forty  new  men ;  and  having  by  the  Sd  of  April,  1744,  com* 
plMed  his  wat6r  and  provision,  he  on  that  day  weighed  and 
put  to  sea;  and  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month  they  saw 
the  island  of  St  Helena,  which,  however,  they  did  not  touch 
at,  but  stood  on  their  way;  and,  on  the  10th  of  June,  be« 
ingthen  in  soundings,  the;^  spoke  with  an  £nglish  ship  from 
Amsterdam  bound  for  Philadelphia,  whence  they  received 
the  first  intelligence  of  a  French  war;  the  12th  they  got 
si^t  of  the  Lizard ;  and  the  15tb,  in  the  evening,'  to  their 
infinite  joy^  they  came  safe  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead.  "But 
that  the  signal  perils  which  had  so  often  threatened  them 
in  the  preying  part  of  the  enterprise,  might  pursue  them 
to  the  very  last,  Mr  Anson  learnt  on  his  arrival,  that  there 
waf  a  French  fleet  of  considerable  force  cruising  in  the 
chops  of  the  channel,  which,  by  the  account  of  their  posi* 
tion,  he  found  the  Centurion  nad  run  through,  and  had 
been  all  the  time  concealed  by  a  foff.  Thus  was  this  expe» 
dition  finished,  when  it  had  lasted  three  years  and  nine 
months;  after  having,  by  its  event,  strongly  evinced  thif 
important  truth,  that  though  prudence,  intrepiditv,  and 
perseverance  united,  are  not  exempted  from  the  bfows  of 
adverse  fortune ;  yet  in  a  long  series  of  transactions,  they 
nsnally  rise  superior  to  its  power,  and  in  the  end  rarely  fail 
of  proving  successful. 

[In  bonclnding  the  account  of  this  very  interesting  cir- 
cumnavigation, it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  a  question  of 
some  importance  in  literature,  as  every  question  must  be 
that  involves  the  claims  of  authmv  and  their  respective  ti«* 
ties  to  reputation.  Nor  is  the  public  often  impatient  in  lis*- 
tening  to  evidence  on  such  subjects,  if  the  merit  contended 
for  be  sufficiently  great  to  justify  solicitude  as  to  its  being 
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rightly  conferred.   That  it  is  so  in  the  case  of  the  qaeatioii^ 
Who  was  the  author  of  this  woric  i  do  one  can  donbt,  thatk 
capable  of  relishing  its  excellencies ;  or  is  aware  of  the  hi|jh 
rank  it  has  always  held  among  cooipositions  of  the  Uad^ 
that  its  first  reception  was  such  as  to  take  off  foar  large  im- 
pressionB  within  a  twelvemonth — that  it  has  been  repeatedlj 
printed  since  in  a  variety  of  forms — ^and  that  it  has  beta 
translated  into  most  of  the  languages  of  Europe.  The  gUib- 
ants  are  Mr  Walter^  chaplain  of  the  Centurion,  underwhoR 
name  (as  is  mentioned  in  this  volume  of  the  CollectioOj  p. 
1201,)  it  was  originally,  and,  so  far  as  the  editor  knows,  al- 
ways published ;  and  Mr  Benjamin  Robins,  an  ingeoioH 
mathematician,  and  author  of  several  works,  much  esteem- 
ed by  men  of  science.    A  short  statement  of  such  infonn- 
tion  as  the  editor  has  been  able  to  procure,  is  all  that  the 
limits  of  this  work  will  permit  to  be  said  on  the  subject  of 
this  question.  The  public,  being  interested  in  what  had  beei 
generally  reported  through  the  medium  of  the  periodial 
publications,  respecting  the  proceedings  and  fete  of  the 
squadron  under  Commodore  Ahson,  had  eagerly  expectid 
some  account  of  this  voyage  drawn  up  under  his  notice,  or 
authenticated  by  his  approval.   This  anxiety,  it  is  likely,  wm 
not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  circumstance  of  several  smaU, 
but  curious  enough,  narratives  having  been  published  of  the 
distresses  experienced  by  part  of  the  squadron,  especiallj 
the  Wager;  from  which  it  was  naturally  enough  infenedi 
that  a  judicious  and  minute  account  of  the  whole  could  not 
fail  to  gratify  rational  curiosity,  and  the  common  dispoii* 
tion  to  wonder.    Mr  Waiter,  accordingly,  who  had  gone  is 
the  Centurion,  the  commodore's  vessel,  as  chaplain,  sod 
who,  it  seems,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  memoriib 
of  the  transactions  aud  occurrences  of  the  squadron,  |UC« 
pared  materials  for  publication,  and  actually  procured  nlh 
scriptioiis  for  the  liquidation  of  its  expense.      He  broucbt 
down  his  narrative  to  the  time  of  his  leavmg  the  CcntnnoB 
at  Mac*ao«  when  he  returned  by  another  conveyance  ID 
England.     But  as  the  public  expectation  had  been  ruied 
very  high,  some  persons,  it  would  appear,  suggested  tbii 
the  materials  intended  to  be  pubhshed  should  be  carefidK 
examined,  and,  if  need  be,  corrected,  by  an  adequate  judge 
of  literary  and  scientific  composition.     Mr  Robins,  alres^ 
\vcll  known  as  an  author  of  both  mathematical  and  politicti 
csdays,  and  much  valued  by  several  distinguished  cliarac 
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telrs  of  the  times,  was  engaged  to  undertake  this  task^  whe- 
ther  with  or  without  the  desire  of  Mr  Walter^  or  under  any 
allegation  of  that  gentleman's  known  or  reputed  incompe- 
tency to  fulfil  the  hopes  entertained^  cannot  now  be  dis* 
covered.    On  examinatiou^  we  are  told^  it  was  resolved  that 
Mr  Robins  should  write  the  whole  work  anew^  and  merely 
use  the  materials  furnished  by  Mr  Walter,  or  otherwise,  aa 
the  particulars  of  wind,  weather,  currents,  courses,  &c.  8u;. 
usually  given  in  a  sailor's  journal.  The  introduction,  and 
several  dissertations  interspersed  through  the  work,  are  said, 
moreover,  to  have  been  written  by  Mr  Robins  without  any 
such  assistance  whatever;  but  to  what  magnitude  his  labours 
throughout  amounted,  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  ascertain. 
That  he  acquired  reputation  by  it  is  unquestionable ;  but 
that  Mr  Walter  himself  should  not  have  contributed  so 
much  as  to  warrant  his  name  appearing  on  the  title-page  of 
the  book,  and  at  its  dedication  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
would  require  a  proof  of  both  want  of  talents  and  meanness 
of  disposition,  wnich  no  one  yet  has  attempted  to  adduce. 
Mr  Walter^s  character,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been  quite 
above  either  such  deficiency ;  and,  in  all  probability,  was, 
both  in  point  of  firmness  and  moral  and  intellectual  worth, 
the  very  circumstance  which  obtained  for  him  the  appoint- 
ment to  a  responsible  office  in  an  expedition^  which,  in  its 
origin,  progres^t  ^^^  issue,  attracted  the  peculiar  regard  of 
the  British  government,  and  the  admiration  of  mankind  in 
general.    Besides  this  office,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  in 
1745,  on  his  return  from  the  expedition,  he  was  made  chap- 
lain of  Portsmouth  dock-yard,  in  which  situation  he  conti- 
nned  till  his  death  on  March  ]Oth,  1765.    The  first  edition 
of  the  work  appeared  in  1748  ;  and  a  fifth  being  required 
in  the  following  year,  Mr  Robins,  it  is  said,  revised  it,  and 
intended,  had  he  remained  in  England,  to  have  added  a  se- 
cond volume.  This  rests  on  the  assertion  of  Dr  Wilson,  who 
published  Mr  Robins'  works  after  his  death,  in  2  vols.  8vo. 
1761 ;  and  who,  in  the  account  of  tliat  gentleman's  life  pre- 
fixed, has  been  at  pains  to  claim,  in  the  strongest  language, 
the  merit  of  the  Narrative  for  his  friend.  A  passage  or  two 
from  that  memoir  may  satisfy  the  reader  as  to  this  part  of 
the  evidence,  and  as  to  the  opinion  of  Dr  W.  one  of  the 
principal  witnesses,  respecting  the  proportional  labours  of 
Messrs  Walter  and  Robins.  ''  Upon  a  strict  perusal  of  both 
the  performances,''  says  he^ ''  I  find  Mr  Robins'  to  contain 
VOL.  zi.  8  L  about 
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about  aa  much  matter  again  as  that  of  Mr  Writer  m  tUi 
famous  Voyage  was  composed  in  the  j^erson  of  the  OeM^ 
rion's  chaplain^  by  Mr  Robins  itt  his  otm  sttle  and  ttiiailllf. 
Of  this  Mr  Robins'  friendsi  Mr  Glower  aM  Mr  OckMMll 
ai^e  witnesses  as  well  as  myself^  we  having  eon&parKld  tfe 
printed  book  with  Mr  Walter's  manuscript.  And  &M^lfc 
that  time  ho  secret^  for  in  the  counterpart  of  tftt  indetlthN^ 
now  lying  before  me,  made  between  Benjamin  RolHlil,Ei|i 
and  John  and  Paul  Knapton^  booksellers^  I  find  IbAtftW 
booksellers  purchased  the  copy  of  this  book  from  Mr  Kh 
him,  as  the  sole  proprietoi*^  with  no  other  mention  tt  lb 
Walter  than  a  proviso  in  relation  to  the  snbscrlptiotfi  kk 
bad  taken/'  Dr  Wilson  evidently  writes  under  soiUife  coi- 
viction  that  his  assertions  are  Cahle.to  scrutiny^  Mid  tbifrlh 
matter  of  his  remarks  is  debatable;  henc6  hia  allegalM 
that  other  friend$  of  Mr  Robitis  are  witness^  as  trell  as  hiiK 
self^  aud  his  insinuation  that  what  he  testifies  Was  n6  is* 
cret  But  it  is  obvious^  that^  were  his  own  asd^tibfls  of  Mi 
fact  at  all  questionable^  he  would  be  equally  obnozioMti 
discredit  in  assigning  these  other  witnesses ;  for  clearly;  M 
man  who  could  falsi^  in  the  one  case^  would  be  capHUe  of 
doinff  so  in  the  other.  This  may  be  said  without  any  hi* 
peacnmen  t  whatever  of  either  Dr  Wilson  or  the  other  firleiril 
of  Mr  Robins.  It  is  merely  a  remark  on  the  thode  of  Moil 
which  the  JDr  has  adopted.  As  to  the  insinuation  a^anf^  6f 
the  fact  being  no  secret^  all  that  it  may  be  requisite  to  lijf 
is  simply  this^  that  the  circumstance  of  the  existence  of  W 
counterpart  of  such  an  indenture  as  is  mentioned^  is  a  f^ 
indifferent  proof  of  publicity ;  and  that  even  were  it  Otheh 
wise,  were  it  *'  confirmation  strong,"  still  it  mieht  be  readi- 
ly conceived  that  Mr  Robins  should  be  the  sole  proprlHor 
of  the  work>  and  yet  in  no  degree  the  author  ot  iu  Olis 
may  believe,  atjeast,  that  Mr  Robins,  having  aided  indrair* 
ing  up  the  materials  for  publication,  and  having  fbrtiishdl 
some  pieces  for  it,  was  entrusted  with  the  disposal  of  it  to 
the  booksellers ;  Mr  Walter  himself^  for  value  received^iv 
other  considerations,  abandoning  all  further  concern.  Sottfe 
importance  has  hepn  attached  to  a  letter  from  Lord  AbsHD 
to  Mr  Robins,  as  preserved  by  Dr  Wilson,  and  published,  ■ 
he  sa^s,  by  his  lordship's  permission,  or,  to  use  his  own  O- 
pressioh,  ''  Printed  not  without  the  noble  lord's  consent; 
Ivho/'  says  the  doctor,  ^*  being  requested  to  permit  that  this 
testimony  might  be  exhibited  to  the  world  of  his  lordsbip'i 

estc«m 
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Itccm  for  Mr  Robiiit,  replied,  io  the  polilett  manner, "niat 
cvcrjr  thing  in  bit  power  wm  doe  la  the  niciDor\'  of  cme  «ho 
had  deserved  to  wcU  of  the  pirfjlic."  That  Mr  NolNat  de- 
■enred  weU  of  the  piiUic  wai  MnqnealionabAe,  tliuuffh  he  had 
aoi  wriiU'Q  a  line  o(  the  NarnUve.  lie  had  puhliihed  le- 
Vend  wofks  on  tubjecU  ol'  general  utiblv;  and.  bf-iidet  bit 
privalc  iutlrucKiont  in  beneficial  irienrr.  hr  bad  been  en- 
pkMTcd  odiciaiiy  in  llie  tenrice  of  hit  country :  In  iboft.  he 
— aned  not  any  thing  of  the  repotatioo  cd"  the  author  of  the 
Manative,  whoever  he  wdb,  to  extend  bit  own.  Bat  doe« 
iba  letter  referred  to,  or  the  quotation  now  given  n  tpectin^ 
J^rd  AiitoB*a  pcnniitron  to  puhliA  it,  in  any  degrre  deter- 
mine the  quetlicin,  or  any  thing  connected  with  it  f  The 
Aiitor  hat  a  different  opinion  of  it ;  he  ihinkt  it  quite  irra- 
lafiPt— that  it  docs  not  yidd  the  least  shadow  of  proof,  that 
Hf  Robins  had  any  thing  to  do  wiili  the  volume  of  ilie  Nar- 
nlive,  already  given  io  the  public.  All  that  i-an  lie  legiti- 
■salely  inferred  from  it  amounts  to  tbit,  that  Lord  Aaion, 
^Bltrtaining  a  high  opinion  of  Mr  Kobini,  and  liriac  much 
'  willi  bit  Wfjrkfy  was  desirous  that  he  sliould  pnbiiih 
volume  of  tlic  Voyage-,  and  apprelii-ndrd  that  hr 
abandoned  the  inttntion  of  doing  to.  Ol  the  fart  or 
Jif  Robins  being  tlie  author  of  what  had  appeared,  or  e%cQ 
.of  the  existcnro  ot*  mnteriait  for  a  second  volume  iii  a  stair 
iU/or  the  public  notice— -of  any  thine,  in  Aiinrt,  but  an  in- 
ipition  on  tlic  |iart  of  Mr  Kohin*i  lo  this  idi  cl.  the  leiirr  in 
Mestion  says  not  a  word.  Lut  the  reader  judge  lor  himsrh. 
The  letter  is  as  follows :— - 


^  Dbar 
^  When  I  last  saw  you  in  town^  I  forgot  to  adc  ytia,  whe- 
you  intended  to  publiiih  the  second  volume  of  my 
^  Voyage"  liclorc  you  leave  u«;  which,  I  contra,  1  am  vny 
aony  for.  If  ynu  should  have  laid  aside  ail  thouffhis  nt  fn- 
wouring  the  wcirUI  with  more  of  your  works,  it  will  lie  murti 
disappointed,  and  no  one  in  it  mote  than  your  vi  ry  much 
phliged  and  humble  servant, 

BmiA,  22d  Octobtr,  I74g.  •'  Ansotv.** 

^•If  you  can  tell  the  time  of  your  departure,  Irt  tuv  know 
iL* 


This  letter  U  alio  preserved  by  Mr  Nichols  io  bi* 

J  Anec-cl«»ir% 
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^nccilotcsof  the  18th  CSentary^  vol.  ii.  page  !206«  where  tte 
Narrative  is  explicitly  ascribed  to  Mr  Uobins,  but  not  ot 
i^ny  particular  eyidetice.  The  statement  indeed  that  is  then 
^iven  seems  founded  on  Dr  Wilson's  account  of  Mr  tlMm, 
-without  any  other  source  of  information  having  been  i 
suited.  The  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  is  somewhat  more 
<lid>  stating  merei}*  what  was  generally  thought  as  to  the  N«- 
rative  being  the  work  of  Mr  Robins,  and  at  the  same  fam 
pointing,  though  indirectly,  to  the  existence  of  informatisi 
opposed  to  that  opinion.    '^  In  1748^''  says  the  article  !•* 
l>ins^  Sd  edition, "  appeared  Lord  Anson's  Voyage  round  the 
"World,  which,  thou^n  Mr  Walter's  name  is  in  the  title,  ha 
"been  generally  thought  to  be  the  work  of  Mr  Robins.**— "'TIS 
^th  edition, printed  at  London,  in  1749,  was  revised  andean 
rected  by  Mr  Robins  himself.  It  appears,  however,  frontk 
corrigenda  and  addenda  to  the  1st  volume  of  the  Biognpla 
.  Srilannica,  printed  in  the  beginning  of  the  4th  volomerf 
that  work,  that  Mr  Robins  was  only  consulted  with  respert 
to  the  disposition  of  the  drawings,  and  that  he  had  leftBi^ 
land  before  the  book  was  printed.     Whether  this  be  wt 
fact,  as  it  is  asserted  to  be  by  the  widow  of  Mr  Walter,  it 
is  not  for  us  to  determine."    The  remark  now  made  seow 
somewhat  ambiguous,  and  may  refer  to  either  the  5th  edi- 
tion only,  or  to  the  work  in  general.  In  referring,  however, 
to  the  liiog.  BriU  as  above,  the  ambiguity  is  removed,  and 
A  testimony  is  discovered  in  opposition  to  the  statement  of 
Dr  Wilson,  which  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  consider  of  veiv 
high  iniport,  and  as  bearing  strongly  against  the  claims  of 
Mr  Robins.    The  writers  of  the  Biog.  had  spoken,  in  their 
account  of  Lord  Anson,  of  the  history  of  his  voyage  having 
been  written  by  Mr  Robins.    This  they  did  on  common 
though  uncontradicted  report,  arising  in  all  probability  from 
iiie  positive  assertions  of  Dr  Wilson,  to  which,  it  is  certain- 
ly very  singuh\r,  neither  Mr  Walter  nor  any  of  his  friends 
chose  to  object.     Wilh  the  most  praise-worthy  liberality 
and  candour,  however,  these  c:cntlenien,  in  the  corrigenda, 
&c.  ri.  fcrrcd  to,  insert  the  following  notice : — "  Thus  has  the 
jiiattor  hitherto  stood.  But  so  late  as  the  j)res€nt  year  (1789) 
and  a  few  days  previously  to  the  writing  of  this  note,  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  has  been  put  into  our  hands  by  Mr  Jobs 
AValter,  bookseller  at  Charing  Cross.     It  is  addresoed^to 
that  gentleman  by  Mrs  W' alter,  the  widow  of  the      *^'--''-' 
of  that  Voyage,  and  is  as  follows : 


p.  XIV.  sier.  xxxif.         Cwfimm  Jt 

I  am  infoniied  that  the  BioftrwhU  RnUnnira  iDiifis* 
.  that  Mr  Robiiit,aod  not  Mr  Walirr.  »ai  th«  «ntrr  of 
d  Ansofi^  Voya^  rouocl  the  World.  I  Uufl  tlierffone 
Mt  as  a  t'iivuur,  if  jou  will  put  me  in  the  wit  of'  rorrecf • 
•o  great  a  miiUkr.  Durini;  the  time  of  Mr  Waltex  i 
ing  that  Voyage,  he  Tiuled  me  almost  daily  prrTiom  to 

marriage,  und  I  have  frecjuentiy  heard  him  ny  bov 
lely  he  had  been  entniged  in  writing  for  tome  hfiun  to 
Mit  for  hii  cMiiftant  attendance  apon  Lord  Anton  at  ut 
ry  morning  for  hit  approbation,  a*  hit  lordabip  oTeilook- 
^Terv  ftheet  that  wai  written.  At  fome  fif  those  meetiiiKi 

Robins  asti^tf  d,  a«  he  wai  ronsultrd  in  the  ditpotitioa 
he  drawinir^;  and  I  aJMi  know  that  Mr  RobiiMlefl  Ens* 
I  (for  he  was  sent  to  Bergen -op-Zoom,)*  Mme  moALht 
Ke  the  pabhmtion  of  tirat  book;  and  1  have  frei|tientljf 
I  Mr  Walter  correct  tlie  proof  sheet*  for  the  printer. 
I  may  perhaps  wonder  that  Mr  Vl'aher  never  took  any 
«  to  contrailirt  the  assertion ;  hot  that  wonder  will  cease 
^D  I  tell  ynu  that  fur  four  yean  before  his  death  (wl«ieh 

in  17H5)  lit'  laliouretl  under  very  sererr  and  painful  ill* 
leSy  anil  therrforo  nt-vcr  hearci  any  tiiiii',;  but  newspaper 
ibs,  wiiich  he  looked  \i\Hm  with  conii  in|il.  liul  s*  it 
'  appears  to  be  {iiiiilMlii-ii  in  :i  work  lh.il  wi.I  be  h.iii'ic-d 
rn  to  po<>tiTity,  that  Mr  Waltrr  wa«  not  the  r«-al  auUiur, 
tink  il  a  ciuly  iuruiiiU'iU  u|M>n  mc  to  ff'nd«'a%our  t<i  cirar 
memory  froiii  any  imputation  ot'  duplicity.  N<»i  vun  it 
iup|x^ii'd  th.'it  any  man  would  write  a  hook  lor  anoilu  r 
ihaie  tin:  ^rratc.-l  part  of  tiie  adv.-intai;!-^.  Tliefl?  and 
ij  other  r«;iison<«  make  ine  to  apply  to  you,  a«  I  should 
pose  that,  as  a  relation  to  tlic  dcci-.tM-J,  you  would  be 
ious  loi  hi^  fa  me  J  as  wr'l  as, 
Mr. 
^(•ni  inu«t  humble  Kervant. 

Janc  Walttk.' 

'  We  shall  make  uo  oilier  cuiinncnt  on  llii>  Uili  r  tluii  to 

ol»>ervc. 


j"iAViDrWil«<>n.  "ua«in%ilr<ic'.«  r  •  .  4  ^.»in\  iJ.cii.frarr 
^Ummii,  tlicii  invested  by  the  Trci  •  )i :  :ii..i  In*  JiJ  iiio>'>i  u^'y 
*pbce  ;  but  it  mat  rfjttTwi  l.>  iV*-  *»«*u- :cr*  ^rpfeinb.T  :•■. 

^  Us  arriv.-il  in  thp  Dir.L.'t  nnii\."  Tim  cone^iml*  w-li 
bststsiucnt,  an  J  Eii>ihavt  it»  «ci*lil  lu  ihcqu— wiftd    1. 
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Anecdotes  of  the  18th  Centary^  vol.  ii.  page  iS06,  where  the 
NarratiTe  is  explicitly  ascribed  to  Mr  Uobinsy  but  not  ot 
any  particular  evidence.  The  statement  indeed  that  ii  thoe 
given  seems  founded  on  Dr  Wilson's  acconnt  of  Mr  Robiai^ 
without  any  other  source  of  information  having  been 
suited.  The  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  is  somewhat  more 
did  J  stating  merely  what  was  generally  thought  as  to  the  NaSi 
rative  being  the  work  of  Mr  Robins,  and  at  the  same  imt 
pointing,  though  indirectly,  to  the  existence  of  informatioi 
opposed  to  that  opinion.  '*  Iti  1748,''  says  the  article  Kih 
bins,  5d  edition, "  appeared  Lord  Anson's  Voyage  round  Ihe 
World,  which,  thousn  Mr  Walter's  name  is  in  the  title,  hn 
been  generally  thought  to  be  the  work  of  Mr  Robins.**— ^  TIm 
5th  edition,  printed  at  London,  in  1749,  was  revised  and  cof- 
rected  by  Mr  Robins  himself.  It  appears,  however,  from  tJM 
corrigenda  and  addenda  lo  ihe  Ist  volume  of  the  Biognphk 
■  Britannica,  printed  in  the  beginning  of  the  4th  volume  of 
.  that  work,  that  Mr  Robins  was  only  consulted  with  respect 
to  the  disposition  of  the  drawings,  and  that  he  had  left  B» 
land  before  the  book  was  printed.  Whether  this  be  wit 
fact,  as  it  is  asserted  to  be  by  the  widow  of  Mr  Waller,  it 
is  not  for  us  to  determine."  The  remark  now  made  seciiii 
somewhat  ambiguous,  and  may  refer  to  either  the  c>th  edi- 
tion only,  or  to  the  work  in  general.  In  referring,  however, 
to  the  Uiog.  Brit,  as  above,  the  ambiguity  is  removed,  and 
a  testimony  is  discovered  in  opposition  to  the  statement  of 
Dr  Wilson,  which  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  consider  of  veir 
high  import,  nnd  as  bearing  strongly  against  the  claims  oif 
Mr  Uobms.  The  writers  of  the  Biog.  had  spoken,  in  their 
account  of  Lord  Anson,  of  the  history  of  his  voyage  having 
been  written  by  Mr  Robins.  This  they  did  on  common 
though  uncontradicted  report,  arising  in  all  probaibilityfrom 
iHie  (lositivc  assertions  of  Dr  Wilson,  to  which,  it  is  certain- 
ly very  singular,  neither  Mr  Walter  nor  any  of  his  friends 
chose  to  object.  With  the  most  praise-worthy  liberalitr 
and  candour,  however,  these  gentlemen,  in  the  corrigenda, 
&c.  rcforrcci  to,  insert  the  following  notice : — *'  Thus  has  the 
matter  hitherto  stood.  But  so  late  as  the  present  year  (17M) 
and  a  few  days  previously  to  the  writing  of  this  note,  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  has  been  put  into  our  hands  by  Mr  Johi 
AValter,  bookseller  at  Charing  Cross,  It  is  addressed  to 
that  gentleman  by  Mrs  Walter,  the  widow  of  the  publishef 
of  that  Voyage,  and  is  as  foltows: 


obierre,  that  it  is  highly  worthy  of  attenliOQ.    {f  )t  ihill 
Biye  web  fiii^  «MMWiti«»  t9  o»r  Kw4w  M  to  cQnnw 

tbevD  ^«>t  Afr  Waftftr  ma  t)i«  vnlbw  .of  tb«  vpyage  iq  in 

pceupti'omL,  wt  Bhall  r^ic«  la  Juavjag  faitdan  opportwi^ 
(rf  doing  jiiiUcp  to  an  Myujed  (sb»r/»cter.'* 

S^h  is  all  the  iof<finn(ition  thf  Editor  liaa  bepn  a^e  M 
procwQ  fin  this  Eut>j WL ;  ^i]  he  r«gret#  ib^t  it  is  not  1^ 
quate  to  what  is  deur^lite  for  jthe  d^f^'^iog  it.  Qi 
might  seem  invidiously  disposed  werie  hs poaitfyiely  to  decijk 
VI  the  claiwS;  the  lespetuve  evidew:(v  of  whicif*  thongb  Mt 
logically  cpntiiidiclory^  &rp  so  uiriob  Qpppsie4  to  S9iih  Otbm 
^t  he  thiaks  he  caa hazard  ^o  i>n£avoiwi^]bIe  MDppt^tioBjif 
Jie  should  jaeceiy  «tate  bis  opiniq^  drawn  fropi  the  GOwi> 
deration  of  the  testiiqoj^B,  and  the  coiopamoQ  of  the  itjll 
■of  ps4  of  the  Narr^vft  with  lbB^,of  tbewprks  wMch» 
pqsi^dJpMr  ^ot>^a»'  aam».  H^thiplffi^  thea,  io  fewwon^ 
^t  1-^  liTar^AtiTf  ip  teftUy  th«  producjUgn  ,of  ift  WalUr, 
Vodef  vipose  4^qie  it  t^pe^rjadi  hat  th»t  it  was  malterjiUr 
iBcnm^d  i/i  Vi^,  if.nfi  in  le^  y^ififi,  by  the  q0i;i,t^butioiuqi 
M^  iftobinsj  And  tiia.t  the  specif  of  those  ^ootnbQtioiuiDif 
be  condescended  on,  w)^<pl)  of  .course  goes  fat  to  detenniot 
tbeir  avoviit,] 
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